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INTRODUCTION 

The Haine Aeronautics Conunission is composed of five members and the Director 

and his s-~2.ff. The Cormnission may appoint an Aeronautical Director to serve ci.t its 

pleasure. The Director shall be a licensed pilot and shall act as executive of

ficer of the Commission and, under its direction, shall administer the Aeronautical 

Laws and enforce the rules and re3ulations of the Commission. The snlnry of the 

Director shP,11 be fixed by the Conunission suhject to the approval of the Governor 

and Council. 

The members of the M2.ine Lc:i:-onautics Cornm:l.ssion shall be residents of the State 

and shall he 2,ppointed by the Govw~"nGr 7.rit:1 the advice and consent of the Council. 

Each membr?r of the Commission shall x·ecehre as co;:-1nensation for e2,ch c.lay actually 

spent on the work of the Commif3sion, tho su.!'11 of ,:\20 and his actual and necessary 

expenses incurred in the p:srform2..nce of c)1ties pertsj_:r\inr; to his office. 

The Commission shall administer the la-ws rel,\tj_ng to cteronautics and shall 

make such rules and re[3ulations concc::.--riinz air t:taffic, not inconsistent with 

Federal Ree;ulations cov3rin1=; acrono.utics, c1S mny be necessary to promote public 

safety and the best interests of aviation in the State by studying aviation needs, 

assistin~ and advisin:~ authorized representc::.tbrcs of political subdivisions -rJithin 

the Stc:.te in tho deYelopment of aeronav.tics and b:.r coopr:n·atin£; and coordinating 

with such other agencies 1_r;hether local, st2te, re::~iono.l or federal, as may be work

ing tmvard the development of ci..eronautic s v-ri thin the State• 

The Corunission shall supr-:rvise and control all State airports and. shall make 

such rules <:me: -:-egulations concernin~ the use of {he airports and their facilities 

as they dAem necessar7 for the efficient man'."'o;e110nt thm:'eof and the development of 

aviation. 

The Commissicn shall have the care :-mr~ surv3rvision of such planes P,s may be 

owned by the State for the use of its cleD2:rtuents ,·:>_nd a:o;encies and shall provide 



adequate hangar facilities and be responsible for the maintenance, repair, upkeep 

and operation of such planes, and for that purpose the Governor and Council may 

authorize the advance of ,.vorking capital from the· unappropriated surplus of the 

General Fund. The Commission is authorized to charge said departments and 

a~encies requisitioning pla.nes, amounts sufficient to reimburse the Commission for 

the operatin8: expense of f3aid planes. Planes ovmed or bperated by the Department 

of Inland Fisheries and G2,me, or the Forestry Depc1,rtment, are exempt and eJ,._rcluded 

from the provisions of thj_s paragraph. 

The Director, ":vith the app~:ov2.l of the Commission, and vrithin the limits of 

the appropriation, mc:-.y hire inspectors 2,nd field and office :-:.ssistants necessary 

for the proper execution of his duties. The Dircc·:,or sh3.ll exercise general super

vision, control and direction on behalf of the State over o.11 matters pertaining 

to the location, construction and maintern:mce of all air n,-7.vigation facilities no,11[ 

or hereafter built or mn:tntnined, ei thcr in whole or in p2.rt, ~0,i th money c.ppro

priated from the Str-tte Tr: ~asury. He may r 13commend to the Governor and Council 

tlrn.t tho StD.te .:i.cqu:Lre lc1.nd, ensements and rights of way for .the establishment of 

air n,wir;ation faciliti,;s. Such land, easements 2nd r i~hts of ~.'!0.y !TI.c'1.Y be acquired 

by purchase, grc1nt or condemnation in the manner provided by law which the 

Governor and Council clre authorised to acquire real property for public purposes, 

and property so acau:i.red may be conveyed to a town for use in connection with the 

establishment of air nn.vir:ation f:.'·.cilities for such a consideration as the 

Governor and Council may determine. 

During the poriod of this report, the Co::1nfosion has annually elected a 

Chairman from its mc~mborship. In 1952 ijr. H'<.rold F. Troxel of South Portland 

succeeded J:..1rs. Henry r-.r. Dincley of Auburn, and in 1953 Mr. Troxel was re-elected 

for a one-yuc'.r term. 

Sever al changes in members hip occ 1.1.rred du.r :Lng 195 3. L'.:r • Harry E. Umphrey of 

Washbur-n, M0.ine, resigned after serving for r~in;ht yc·ars to acdept a position on 



the Board of Directors of the Federc1l Reserve Bank of Boston, Mass. He was re

placed by :\fr. Earle M. Hillman of Bangor, Maine, who, after serving seven nionths, 

resigned to enter the State Primo.ries for State Senator in the 97th Legislatm·e. 

Mr. Hillman was replaced by Mr. Caldwell Svmet of Bangor in December 19~3. 

In August of 1953 the Commission suffered a great loss by the accidental 

deo.th of former Governor ·::rm. Tudor Gardiner who was kilkd in an 2.irpla..'1.e accident 

in Pennsylvania. He .-ms succeeded by Mr. Roger c. Williams, Publisher of the Guy 

Gannett Publishing Company. 



AEROHAUTICAL FUND 

By legislative act a tax was levied on internal combustion engine fuels which 

are sold to be used for aeronautic~l purposes. This tax amounts to six cents per 

gallon. 

R0vised Statutes of Maine, 191~.4, 
Chapter 14, Section 163, ns amended. 

A two-cent :cefund to purck~sers authorized upon applic~.tion within nino months 

of purchase. Chapter 14, Section 166A, P.L. 19L.7, Chapter 349. 

The Legislature further providl'!d for the collection nnd disbursement of the 

tax as follows: 

''Every distributor of internal co::ibustion fnels shall keep a record of 
sales of such fusls ::.:.s dre sold tc be used for a 1':Ton:=mtic2.l rJurnoscs 
and shall render a report the:.:-cof o.s provided in section 163-. To the 
aeronautical fund, a.0 h 1;retofore es•:•.2.blished, shall be credited the 
tax received by the st,'.:1.i.o on intern.':).l conil.mstion engine fuels which 
are sold to be usGd for 2.eronau:tical purposes. Provided, hov:ever, 
that the necossr,ry ex:p·::nses of the collection of tr1e tax on such fuels, 
to be used for aeron,:1.utical purpos,.:::s, shn.11 be deducted. All fees from 
the registrntion of aircr.:~ft 2nd pilots :J.s provided for by law and all 
fines, penal ties and costs as imposed uncl.er the provisions of la:r: rela t-
ing to aircraft 2nd pilots shall c1.ccruo to the ctcronautical fund. Any 
unexpended balc:.nce from the a1.:-ove apportionments shall not lapse but shall 
be carried for",T3.rd to the same fund for tho next fiscal year and be avail
able for such USf;S as indicr-.ted in this section. The aeronautics commission 
is authori7.cd 2.nd di:rected to expend so much of the aeronautical fund as may 
be necessary for the purposns of cc:i.rrying out the duties imposed upon it 
by law and to expend any unex1JEmded balance in such fund to assist in 
construction, repair and the maintenance of, nnd the i-·emoval of snow 
from, municipal, st::i.te, and federal nir·ports in this state, and assist 
in the construction nnd maintenance of ~,, system of nir m2rking, in such 
manner and in such :uaounts c~s it shall dcorn ecru.it.able. Such assistance 
may like·.vise be e;ivun .for sna.r-1 removal on a st,ai_·;e, federal or municipal 
ovmed airport' used by a com,nerci2l air c2rrier of passengers and freight 
operatine; on a rer,ula:r schedule, this ri.ssist!i.nce being extended to such 
carrier \vhere the state, fcdero.l or municipal mmer doec:i not obli['.ate 
itself, c,1,nd provided that the 2..irport is open to itinerant planes. The 
amounts in said fund are appropria·::.ecl for the purposes set forth here-
in.11 

Revised Statutes of 1Iaine, 1944 
Chapter lh, Section 167, as amended. 



In addition to the tax on fuels, the Commission collects t.he follov1ing license 

and registration fees: 

(a) Pilot's registr2tion 
(b) Parachute rig[;er' s registration 
(c) Aircraft registration 
(d) Non-Resident pilot's registration 
(e) Non-Resident aircraft registration 
(f) Commercial Airport & Seaplane Base license 

t~ 1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

15.00 
25.00 
s.oo 

There appears here1Hi th a complete record of all funds collected and disbltt'sed 

by the Commission from J&nuary 1, 1952 to Deccr:1ber 31, 1953. 

Jan. l to June 30, 1952 

Unexpended Balance 

REVENUE: 

Aeronautical Gas Tax (Net) 
Aircraft Registr.::1.tions 
Airport & Seapl2.ne Base Licenses 
Fines 
Pilot & Parachute 1ip:ger Hegi~3trations 

Toto.l Hei_;rcnue 

EXPENDITURES 
Personal §crvices 

Office Expenses: 

Total Available 

Meter Postage 
Printing & Binding 
Supplies & Equip1w:mt 
Telephone & Telegrams 

Travel Expenses: 
Airplane .Fares 
Gratuities 
Hotel & Lodging 
Meals 
Mile2ge 
Hise. Expense 
Storage & Parking 
Taxi &. Ve hie le Hire 

1~ 13,821. 78 
333.00 
220.00 
h5.oo 

:so1.oo 

125.86 
165 .21 
}_~09.00 
2oa.n 

67.80 
24.62 
73.00 

176.78 
371.79 

h.75 
3.25 
8.75 

908.84 

730.74 

~p 51,326. 70 

15,020.78 

i.~ 66,347 .48 



General Operating Expenses: 
Airc~cn.ft 

Gas & Oil 
R0pc1.irs, Parts & Supplies 

Association Dues 
Employees Bond 
Insurance (Aircraft) 
Hise. Services 
Misc. Supplies 
Periodicals-Nev:spapers-Subs o 

Printing-Adv.-Publicity Material 
Rent of Airplane 

Snow Removal: 
St t ~. ~A t (19~1-~2 S ) a e Airpor v- ur:;us a _, ,.,, eason 

Total Expendi turcs 

253.1.w. 
92.17 

330.00 
13.55 

550.,18 
69. 77 

2~10 
25,,00 
72.0l 

130.00 

Unexpended Balance - June 30, 1952 

July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953 

Unexpended Balance 

REVENUE 

Aeronautical Gri.s Tt:ix (Net) 
Aircraft I1e(!,istr,-:>tions 
Airport &. S~aplane Ba.se Licenses 
Fines 
Pilot & Pc:i.rachu·t·,e Rigc·:er Registrations 
Witness Fees 

Adjustment of Balance f orv;2rd 7-1-_5'3 
Uncr1.shed check returned (?JATA) 

Total .J.evcnue 

Total Available 

EXE~1'TDITU'"lES 
Personal Services 

Office Supplies: 
Ivloter Pos·c,age 
Printin2; 2c Binding ( Including Laws) 
Repairs to 0fficG Equipment 
Supplies D~ Equip1·18nt 
Telephone & TelG[srcl.!!1S 

40,215.30 
5}r.5.oo 
2~0.00 
372000 
822.00 
3h.68 

25.oo 

155.66 
liOl.d2 

1~2o56 
233~80 
~12.51 

- 3 -

1,538.19 

15,330.02 

25,809.89 

~t 40,537.59 



Trc:i.vel Expanses: 
Airplane · IT ares 
Auto Storage & Parking 
Car Tolls 
Gratuities 
Hotel & Lodging 
Meals 
Wd.leage 
Misc. Expense 
Railroad Fares 
Tax & Vehicle- Hire 

General Operating Expenses: 
Advertising Notices & Other Publicity 

Matter 
Aircraft: 

Gas & Oil 
Repairs-Parts & Supplies 

Association Dues 
Communication Instrument 
Employees Bonds 
Household & Office Equipment 
Insurance on Building & Content 
Misc. Minor Equj_pment 
Misc. Prof. Fees & Services 
Periodicals-Newspapers, Subs. 
Rent of Plane 

Grants to Public & Private Orgnnizations 
Maine's Share in Underwriting 

NASAO Film Project 

Snow Removal: 

284.85 
1.60 
1.75 

5i1.25 
239.00 
529.72 
650.58 

39.27 
7.60 

59.25 

669.32 
1,525.84 

355.oo 
16000 
13.55 

399.24 
42.00 
18.13 
15.oo 
73.70 

37ls90 

State Airport-Augusta (1952-53 Season) 401 .. 98 
Grants to Citios & Tovms (1952-5'3 iSec1.son)6,879.98 

Transfers: 
To Airport Construction Fund 

Total Expenditures 

Unexpended Balance June 30, 1953 

July 1 to December 31, 1953 

Unexpended Balance 

REVENUE 
Aerono.utical Gas Tax (Net) 
Aircraft Registrations 
Fines 
Pilot & Parachute Rigger. Registi,2tions 

Total Revenue 

35,133.82 
2s1.i..oo 
10.00 

415.oo 

4,049.17 

95.oo 

7,28L.,96 

Less Adjustment of B2.l. Forv::=irded 7-1-.~3 (EP .. TA check for 19.~1-52 
dues reissued) 

Total Available 

-4-

38,778.29 

~~ 44,023.28 

25.oo 
1~ 79,841.10 



EXPn:NDITURES 
Personal Services 

Office Expense: 
Printing & ~inding 
Printing-Departmental Laws 
Stamps-P2.rcel Post - Meter Postage 
Supplies & Misc. 
Telephone & Telegraph 

Trc1ve1 j~xpense: 
---xirplane Fares 

Automobile Mileage 
Bus Fares 
Car & Boat Fare Tolls 
Gratuities 
Hotel Room or Lodging 
Meals 
Storage and/or Pa:ddng 
Taxi & Vehicle Hi~ce 
Telephone 

General Operatinr( Expense: 
Aircraft: 

Gas &: Oil 
Insur·ance 
Repairs-Parts-Supplies 

Association Dues 
Communication Inst~uments 
Employees Bonds 
Insurance on Building & Contents 
Legal Services (NEC) 
Periodicals-Newspa~ers-Subs. 
Rent of Plane 
Transportation Equipment (New Plane) 

Snow :item.oval: 

19.00 
L~?9.~;o 
73.06 

163,34 
23.5.49 

202.60 
275.03 

1.85 
.so 

20.00 
92067 

199025 
2.50 

18.25 
3.70 

li68 .54 
1,735.01 

183.hO 
79.00 

1,J.%.00 
13.55 
40.16 
12.25 
5.5.50 

166.00 
17 ,308.%. 

Grants to Cities & Towns (1952-53 Season) 
(Balance due Waterville) 

Maine Employees Reti:r·ement System: 
Proportionate Cost 

Total Expenditures 

Unexpended Balance December 31, 1953 

Ar1PORT CONSri1RUC'rION FUND 

8,J.i.21.66 

970.39 

816.65 

32,747.20 

C, 47,093.90 

Funds transferred from the Aeronautical Fund and appropriated by the 95th 

Legislature. The unexpended balance doos not lapse but :Ls co.rried forward to the 

next fiscal ye:-i.r. 

- 5 -



January 1 to June _JO.z 195'2 

Un8Z)31Kled Balance - January 1, 1952 

F.JCP~NTJ I Tlr1BS 
City- of Portland 

Unexpended Balance June 30, 195'2 

July 1, 195'2 to Jun~_A1953 
Unexpended Balance 

BE1!ENUE 
Refund - Aubur.n & Lewiston 
TI.efund - Town of Greenville 
Transfers from Aeronautical Fund 

Total Revenue 

Total Available 

EXPENDITURES 
Auburn & Lewiston 
Caribou 
Greenville 
Ranrseley 
Waterville 

Total Expenditures 

1,328.22 
31.73 

8,5oo~ 

6,000 0 00 
3,000i,00 
2,500000 
2,500~00 

~02~-7 ()01. 

Unexpended Balance June 30, 1953 

July 1 to December 31., 1953 
Unexpended Balance 

EXPENDITUT?.ES 
Portland 

Unexpended Balance December 31, 1953 

ST.l'.TE WIDE AIRPORT CONSTHUCTION 

') 53,306.69 

20.tooo.oo 

~i 33,306.69 

G 33,306.69 

9.,859.95 

43,166.64 

241217.03 

$18,949.61 

$ 18, 91.i.9 .61 

2z700~oo 

$16,249.61 

Funds appropriated by the 96th Legislature and allocated to certain cities and 
tm~ms o 

July 1 to December 31, 1953 

REVENUE 
Legislative Approp. July 1, 1953 (Included in /;;68,000.00 State Vvide 

Appropriation) (:~ 58,000.00 

EXPENDITURES 
City of Portland _?zSoo.oo 

Unexpended Balance December 31, 1953 ~> 50,500.00 

-6-



AIHPOHT CONSTRUCTION - CITY OF PORTLAND 

Funds passed.by the 96th Legislature for certain construction at Portland 
Municipal Airport. 

July 1 to December 31, 1953 

1IBVENUE 
Legislative Appropriation 

Unexpended Balance December 31, 1953 

1>2.~0., 000.00 

t:~250, 000 • 00 

Any unexpended balance in the above two funds shall lapse on June 30, 1955. 

SNrnif REMOVAL ALLOTMENTS 

.Allotments for snow removal are included in the total expendtture figures as 

given heretofore. The following allotments have been made to aid municipalities 

in snow removal from their airports. 

Munfoipal 
Airpo:r:-~ 

Auhurn 
Bar Harbor 
Houlton 
Millinocket 
Old Tovm 
Portland 
Rockland 
Sanford 
Waterville 

Augusta State Airport 

Total Snow Removal Costs Paid 

Winter of 1951-52 

$2,615.82 
255.oo 

1,910.09 
817.00 
830.27 

4,990.56 
1,317.78 

843.50 
1,750.00 

~~15, 330.02 

4, o8h.l.i.6 ➔~ 

)19,414.48 

➔~ No 11ej_mbursement to Augusta State Airport for this amount. 

APPLICI~TIOlTS FOR SNOW HEMOVAL ALLOTMENTS 

Vvinter of 1952-53 

1.,237.23 
702.50 
284,36 

l,52h,25 
363.78 
513.00 

1,787.04 
~:> 7,417.02 

401.98 

<:i, 7,819.00 

Attention is here called to the fact that the State law does not permit the 

making of allotments to assist in either runway maintenance or snow removal at 

privately ovmed airports. 

- 7 -



The Commission finds it ndvisable to request, early in the se2,son from all 

municipalities, certain information and notice of intention to remove snow from 

the airports. 

In view of limited funds available for snow removal and the need for apply

ing thet~e funds as effectively and equally as possible, it is necessary to lirni t 

snow removal assistance at certain airports when the need and justj_fication of 

extensive r8moval cannot bo shown. No guarantee of any amount or percentage can 

be made in advance. Snmv rc:;movnl assistance is only one of the demands on the 

Aeronautical Fund. 

Federal., State or JVIunicipal airports, qualifying under Chapter ll-1-, Section 

167., 191..i.9, c. 245, and having scheduled airline 1~to12~, are considered eligible 

for assistance and justified in removing snow from one or two run1.vays. This can 

include reasonable park:Lng 2.nd ro.mp areas and taxiways which are absolutely neces

sary. 

Federal, State or Municipal airports qu2lifying as above, but not serving 

scheduled airlines, are considered eligible for assistrmce and justified in one 

runway full length or two runways wher·e the toto.l rummy length cleared does not 

exceed 4000'• This can also include a reasonable amount of ramp, parking area and 

taxivrays as is absolutely nGcessary but not to provide separate access to runway 

ends. This is also provided that an estimate of snow removal costs is included 

with the notice of intent to remove snow, indico.ting the anticipated use by wheeled 

aircrPft. An estimate of student j_nstruction hours must be r~iven, together with 

the number of students that co.nnot be flown by ski-equipped aircraft and the number 

of private oTmers based locally and regularly operating without skis throughout the 

winter, also an estimate of transient v.rheeled aircraft use• 

All snow removal assistance is subject to the follov1ing conditions: 

1. Final bills, or true copies thereof, signed by municipal authorities and 

substantiating snow removal expenses, must be submitted on or before June 1 of e::i.ch 

year. 



2. The municipality or other agency concerned may enter into a contract in 

which case a copy is required for our files. 

3. Itemized accounts must be submitted showing dates and a breakdovm of man 

and equipment hours with the rates per hour for all labor and eqµipment classifica

tions. 

4. In general, the use of a helper on snow removal equipment will not be al

lowed. However, in cases where this is considered absolutely necess,:Jry on special 

types of equipment, special permission may be gr;rnted upon application. 

5. Standby time for equipment on other than n contract basis is not a.llovred. 

6. Costs of breakage to runway lieht:Lng equipment is not allowed. 

7 • Maintenance, parts and repairs to equipment is not allmved on equipment 

used on a rate per hour basis. 

8. Sand, salt or other melting a[;ents costs, cmd cost of applying, are al-

lovmd. 

After all snow removal invoices are received and approved, the State's share 

is determined from funds available in the Aeronautical Fund, and each municipnlity 

is reimbursed a percentage of its total costs. 

SNOW REMOVAL H:SCm11\1IT~N11ATIONS 

Our State being subject to varyinf~ snow conditions, the Commission has given 

considerable time and study to the development of mc:=rthods of prompt snow removal 

from our airports so that scheduled operations may continue --::ith as little inter

ruption as possible. It is the opinion of the Commission that ec,ch community con

trolling an airport should contract in advance ,,rj__th competent persons Trho ovm or 

control adequate truck-type snovJPlow equipment to remove snmv from the runvrays 

during the winter season to the full cn.pacity of thr.~t equipment. 

Persons contrncti.ng with communities to remove snow should be required to fur

nish the community with a good and sufficient surety bond for prompt 2.nd faithful 

performance of such contracts. 

- 9 -



Plowin2; ,vi th this equipment should in most instances be starkd as soon ::B the 

storm st.::i.rts r:md continued without interruption until the airport is cle,?,red •. 

There Hill be seasons and localities whore this conventional type plow equip

ment will not be adequG:l:,e, c1.nd in such instances ac1di tionnl equipment of a differ

ent type vlill be necessary• 

The so-called 11 Sno-Go 11 is equ:i.pment which can be attached to a heavy four

wheel-cll'.'i vc truck, and is capable of removing hiI:;h banks of snow by cutting and 

blowing it ahout 150 foct in distance. Several such units are nmv in operation 

throughout the St.~te. .Augusta State Airport received t·v·!O from war surplus stock. 

In extreme winters 'Nhcn the conventional equipment proves inadequate, these 

machines should be pressed into service, out only to sup;)lement and never to sup

ple.nt the c onventiorw.l type plm1 • 

Tho State of M;:iinc has 95 .1irports m.1d lc:-mcling arco.s, 24 of which hnve hard 

surfaced run,mys • The re1n.o.ining 71 cc.t'e lri.nding o.rcas us2d primnrily for small 

aircraft. Host of tho:~e airports and several of the landing areas offer to the 

public, student instruction, chnrt~:r flic;hts c1.nd sc~rvic in~ of aircraft. These 

figm·es show a decree.Se of 17 airports or landing arr!aS over a two-y:':ar period., of 

.. J'!hich a large percent '.','ore for pc:r sonal use• 

FolloY:ing is a list of r.:>egistered or licensod airports and b.nding areas in-

eluding J.oc2tion, ovmorship, r11mmy surface r'nd c lnssification: 

Rumray 
City or Tovm ~::_sM:1: Surface Class 

Andover Private Turf S-1 
Ashland Private furf S-1 
Ashland Personal Use Turf S-1 
Auburn Personal Use 1\:irf S-1 
Auburn Municipa.l Paved 3 
Augusta St~1te Pc.~ved 2 
Bangor u.s. Air Force Paved 6 
Bar Harbor lilunicipal P~1.vod 3 
Ba.ring - st. Croix Priv2te Turf S-1 
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l.t.U,.I.LVVO.J 

City or Tovm Ownership Surface CJ.ass 

Belfast Municipal Paved 3 
Benton Private Turf l 
Benton Personal Use Turf S-1 
Bethel Personal Use Turf S-1 
Biddeford Municipal Gravel 1 
Blue Hill Private Turf S-1 
Brewer Private Gravel & Turf 1 
Brownville Jct. Private Turf S-1 
Brunmvick Naval Air Statj_on Paved 5 
Bruns-wick Field Private Turf S-1 
Caribou Municipal Paved 2 
Caribou Personal Use Turf S-1 
Caribou Personal Use 1I1urf S-1 
Carmel Personal Use Turf S-1 
Deblois Public Roads Adm. Paved 3 
Dexter Municipal Paved 2 
Dixfield Personal Use Turf S-1 
East Baldwin Personal Use Turf S-1 
Eastport Municipal Paved 2 
Enfield Private Turf S-l 
Eustis Private Turf S-1 
Fort Fairfield Private Turf S-1 
Fort Kent Municipal Turf 1 
Freeport Private Turf S-1 
Greenville Municipal Paved 2 
Houlton Municipal Paved 4 
Hudson Private Turf S-l 
Jacksonville Personal Use Turf S-l 
Jonesport Personal Use Turf S-1 
LaGrange Personal Use Turf S-1 
Lambert Lake Personal Use Turf S-1 
Lewiston Personal Use Turf S-1 
Lewiston Private Turf S-l 
Lewiston Private Turf l 
Limestone u.s. Air Force Paved 8 
Limestone Personal Use Turf S-1 
Lincoln Personal UfJe Turf S-1 
Lubec Private Turf S-l 
Machias Personal Use Turf S-1 
Mapleton Personal Use Turf S-1 
Mars Hill Private Turf 1 
Meddybemps Personal Use Turf S-1 
Millinocket Municipal Paved 4 
Milo Personal Use '11urf S-1 
Minot Private Turf 1 
Monmouth Personal Use Turf S-1 
Moose River Personal Use Turf S-1 
Nobleboro Personal Use Turf S-1 
Norridgewock Municipal Paved 3 
North Anson Personal Use Turf S-1 
Norway Muniei-pal Turf S-1 
Old Tovm Muntcipal Paved 3 
Patten Personal Use Turf S-1 
Patten Personal Use Turf S-1 
Phillips Pri-vate Turf S-1 
Phillips Privnte Turf 2 
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Rnnway 
City or Tovm Ownership Su:r•face Class 

Pittcfield Municipal Paved 3 
Portlc:md Municipal Paved 3 
Presque Isle u C's. Air Force Paved 6 
Princeton :Municipal Paved 3 
Rangeley Municipal Turf S<-1 
Rl=iadfield Personal Use Turf S-1 
Readfield Personal Use Turf S-1 
Rockland Ti1iunic ipal Paved 3 
Rumford Private Turf S-1 
Sto Albans Personal Use Turf S-1 
Sanford Municipal Paved 5 
Scarboro Private Turf l 
Sidney Personal Use Turf S-1 
South Portland Private Turf 2 
Stonington Private Turf S-1 
T-6 R-19 Personal Use Turf S-1 
T-15 R-15 ('"i .foe. Forestry) Private Turf S-1 

(Service) 
Thomaston Private Turf S-1 
Topsham Personal Use Turf S-1 
Turner Private Turf 1 
Turner Private Turf 1 
Vassalboro Personal Use Turf S-1 
Waterboro Personal Use Turf S-1 
Waterville Municipal Paved 3 
West Brooksville Personal.Use Turf S-1 
Windham Hill Personal Use Turf S-1 
Winterport Municipal Paved 3 
Woodland Personal Use Turf S-1 
Woolwich Personal Ucrn Turf S-1 
York Beach Private Turf S-1 

CLASSIFICATION 

Class 
Class 
Class 
Class 
Class 
Class 
Class 
Class 

Summary Airport Classes Defined 

S-1 Airports - 59 
1 Airports - 10 
2 Airports 7 
3 Airports - 12 
4 Airports - 2 
5 Airports - 2 
6 Airports 2 
8 Airports - 1 

Total 95 

Class S-1 
Class l 
Class 2 
Class 3 
Class 4 
Class 5 
Class 6 
Class 8 

OWNERSHIP SUMMA!lY 

Personal Use 
Privd,ely Owned 
Municipally Di.med 
Federally Owned 
State Owned 
Public Roads Adm. 

Total 
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Runways - Under 1800' 
Runways - 1800" - 25001 
Rur1ways - 25001 - 3500' 
Rum0mys - 35001 - 45001 
Runways - h500' - 55001 

Runways - 5500 1 - 6500' 
Runways - Over 6500 1 

Runways - Over 8500 1 

38 
29 
22 
4 
1 
1 -

95 



STATE AIRPORT 

The State controls but one airport, ·which is the Augusta State Airport. The 

Commission has leased to a private operator, certain aeronautical facilities neces

sary for the operation of an Approved Flight & Ground School, and Air Charter Serv

ice. The terms of the lease are such that the people served by the Augusta State 

Airport vdll be assured of the best possible service. other facilities, including 

offices Hnd space in the Administration Building, are under lease to Northeast 

Airlines; Civil Aeronautics Administration, Airvmy Communications and to a local 

restaurant operator. The State Civil Defense and Public Safety Agency now occupies 

the offices vacated by the Civil Aeronautics Administration District Airport Engi-

neer. 

There appears herewith a complete record of all funds collected and dispersed 

by the Commission for the operation, construction and maintenance of the Augusta 

State Airport. 

January 1 to June 301 1952 

Unexpended Balance 
Augusta State Airport 
State Airport Construction 

PtEVENUE 
Accounts Receivables 
Use of Concessions 
Rent of Snow Plow Equipment 
Federal Grants - Airport Construction 

Total Revenue 
Total Available 

EXPENDITURES 
Personal Services 

Esuipment Expense: 
Gas-Oil & Grease 
Insurance 
Repairs - Po.rts - Supplies 

General Operating Expenses: 
Boiler Insurance 
Electricity 
Fuel 
Insurance on Buildings & Content 
Misc. Prof. Fees & Services 
Misc. Supplies & Hiner Equipmcmt 
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$ 17.,752.24 
71,892.98 

3,ho2.67 
27.63 

2h?.OO 
28,592.34 

29.41 
11 317.2h 

812.33 
22.23 

150.00 
166.11 

$ 89.,645.22 

2,276.63 



General Operating Expenses (Continued) 
Repairs to Building 
Repairs to Equipment 
Repairs to Road & Grounds 

Total Airport Expenditures 

Airport Construction: 
Advertising Notices 
Appraisers Arch. Eng. Services 
Cost of Preparing 12nd 
Misc. Prof. Fees & Services 
Printing & Binding 
Structures & Improvements 

Total Construction Costs 

$ 1,495.,65 
578.,51 
3h9.')06 

48(;84 
600.,00 
3731155 

2.00 
5o25 

52,806.,35 

Total Airport and .Construction Expenses 

Balance 

Plus total of 1951-52 Invoices set up as Accounts 
Payable - to be paid after June 30, 1952 

Less Accounts Receivables as of June 30, 1952: 
USA - CAA 
USA - INSAC 

Actual Cash on Hand June JO, 1952 

July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953 

Balance Encumbered: 
Augusta St.ate Afrport 
State Airport Construction 

REiTENUE 
Accounts Receivables 
Legislative Appropriation 
Transfer from Aeronautical Fund 

(Snow Remov2_l at State I.irport 1952-53) 
Use of Concessions 
Federal Grants - Airport Const:cuction 

Total Hevenue 
'11otal l ... vaila1Jle 

EXPENDITURES 
Personal Services 

Equipment Expense: 
Gas-Oil & Grease 
Insurance 
Rental of Private Equipment 
Repairs-Parts-Supplies & Misc• 
Truck Body 
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328~13 
60c,OO --

t~ 10,610.42 
J-1-6,649~33 

6,4h3.35 
13,000.00 

401098 
L~5115~ 

25,302 ,_,5_5 

485.19 
185.69 
22.so 

550.8? 
75'o00 

89L,51 

388.13 

8,393.88 

65,158049 

$56,756G37 

503it38 

~57,259.15 

45,193.,h3 
102,$3.m 



General Operating Expense: 
Boiler Insurance 
Electricity 
Fuel 
Improve2nents (Office & Ramp Lights) 
Insurance on Buil6.ings & Content 
Hise. Prof. Fees e·. Sr3rvices 
Misc. Supplies & Mi.nor Equipment 
Repairs to Building 
Repairs to Equipment 
Rep2irs to Road & Grounds 

Total Airport Expenditures 

Airport Construction: 
Misc. Professionai ;Tues & Services 
P:rinting & Bindin[s 
Structures & Imp:-.."'O.,Iemcnts 

Total Const:!.1 uction Expense 

29.41 
1,608.76 

937.54 
1,6li6 .5o 
1,004 .• 07 

l1E5 .oo 
Lio6.37 

4, 3li2 .33 
1,640.65 

196.43 

21.00 
1.50 

71,851.59 

Total Airport & Construction E:xpenses 

Balance 

Less: Totc1,l Invoices set up as Accounts Payable for 
1951-52 ye~,r paid after Ju1y 1., 1952 

Plus: Unpaid Accounts Hoceivables as of June 30., 1953 

11,860.06 
:;~21,573 .19 

Lapsed to General Fund June 30, 1953 

93 2447.2~ 

(p 9,005.90 

891.51 
:'.P 8.,114.3~ 

311.85 
$ 8, L.26. 24➔~ 

* Augusta State Airport 
ldrp ort Cons true ti on 

fp 8,J48.Li5 - of which ~~h,212.h0 was unexpended ·balance 
77.79 of Approp. for new heatin~ system. 

~~ 8,426.24 

July 1 to Dec,,m')~r 31., 1953 

T:?EV~lWE 
Legislative !:ppropriation 
Accounts Reccdvables 
Use of Concessions 
Sale of Scrap 

Total He:,renue 

EXPENDITURES 
• Personal Services 

E uipment Expense: 
Automobile I·-Ii :_,age 
Gas & Oil 
Insurance 
Rental of Equipment 
Repair s-P arts-Supi)l :Les 

12.18 
138.39 
101.61+ 
50.00 
70.26 

4,352.50 

380.47 

-'~ 13, 000 • 00 
3,683.21 

43.39 
s.oo 

16,736.60 



General Operating Expense: 
Electricity 
Fuel 
Insurance on Bldgso & Content 
Misc. Services & Fees 
Misc" Supplies & Minor Equipment 
Rental of Equipment 
Repairs to Buildings 
Repairs to Equipment 
Repairs to Road & Grounds 
Trans. to Trust Fund (MERS) 

Total Expenditures 

Balance 

421.41 
209028 
963:274 

4.50 
232.,80 

2.50 
1,278~08 

100008 
136,.67 
413~41 3,762.47 

Less: Accounts neceivables set up as of June 30, 1953 paid 
after July 1, 1953 

Cash Balance - December 31, 1953 

CONSTHUCTION FT.JI-ID 

July 1 to December 31, 195.3 

rn~VENUE 
Legislative lippropriation - 96th Legislature (Included in 

$58,000.00 St2.te Wide .i.l\.pproprintion) 
Federal Grants 

Total Revenue 

EXPENDITU!1ES 
ldvertising Notices 
Appraisers Arch. Engineers Serv. 
Printing & Binding 
Structures & Improvements 

Tot2l Expenditures 

Cash Balance December 31, 1953 

AIT?.PORT CONTROL 

92.10 
910000 

1.42 
17,036010 

8,z495.,44 

~ 8,2h1.16 ·[p 

311085 

", 7,929.31 ·!l> 

:> 10,000.00 
8,717~63 

rs. 111 .6.1 

The Commission, to the date of this report, has not favored the acquisition 

or operation of additional airports by the State. I1.iunicipalities should be re

sponsible for the operation and maintenance of all airports where Federal, State, 

County and Municipal funds have boen allocatedo 
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LEASING OF AIRPORTS 

The Commission believes that the· facilities of every Municipal, State or 

Federal airport in the State of Maine can best serve the economy of our State, its 

citizens, and the municipalities wherein the same are located, by leasing certain 

facilities to a prj_vate operator or operators, whichever will best serve the in

terests of the particular municipality. 

Every municipality which controls airport facilities should leo.se those 

facilities, with the exception of runways, to a responsible operator or operators, 

who, with a good surety bond, should be required to guarantee at least the follo-w

ing facilities and services to that community. 

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

Licensed charter plane ·with a capacity for at least three passengers 
and pilot, available for public charter at reasonable rates; 
Licensed commercial pilot Y1:i.th flight ir.structor rating; 
Licensed airplane and engine mechanic or mechanics 0 

Those municipalities which control an airport should be extremely cautious 

in leasing their .-fac:tlities, and make doubly ourc that any lease is so conditioned 

that its citizens ·will be gL1aranteed a real and continuing service. This is ex

tremely important and the Com1'11ission has several times brought this matt.er to the 

attention of the rm.micipal officers of cities anc~. towns in which airports are 

located. 

In the instances where airports controlled by our municipnlities are thus 

leased to a responsible operator or operators, they can 

(a) immediately afford service to other airports; 
(b) provide available competent r·epair service; 
(c) offer stimulating competition in the industry. 

If this method of leasing airports is followed, a complete charter service to 

and from our main air lines will be in operation throughout our State. 

SE.t\PLANE BASES 

On the twenty-five hundred lakes and the three thousand miles of sea-coast in 

Maj_ne, 65 seaplane bases are now conveniently located, of which several are operated 

on a co111r.1.ercial status and offer to the public~ student instruction, charter 
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flip:hts and servicing of aircraft. Practically all remote regj_ons in the Stnte 

are now easily accessible by air from main trunk-line stops. 

During the Y1inter months, many of the bases on the inland waters are operated 

as ice-airports, thus insuring a service that is invaluable to lumber oper·ations, 

trappers ,:md the general public• 

Following is a list of exir-;ting .seaplane bases indicating location nncl present 

ownership: 

City, Town or Lake 

Auburn 
Bar Harbor ( Trenton) 
Belgrade Lakes 
Bethel 
Bre,aer 
Brunswick 
Castine 
Chamborlain LEJ<:e 
Chamber lain La:m 
China 
Churchill Lake 
Dext8r 
Eac;le La~rn 
Ea6le Lake 
Eastport 
Falmouth Foreside 
Fish H.iver Lake 
Fort Fairfield 
Fort Kent 
Greenville 
GrGenville 
Grennville Jct. 
Hudson 
Isle Au Haut 
Jackman 
Jonesport 
Lobster Lake 
Maro.nae ook 
Masard:Ls 
Meddybemps 
H:t lli.noc }mt 
Millinoc:rnt 
1':'Iilo 
Ht. Desert 
Hunsungun Lake 
N.!:.plcs 
Naples 
NuwDort 
Norcross 
North Li v0rmore 
North Turner 
Horth Tf indham 
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SE:aplane Bases 

Maheu.ts 
Bar Harbor 
F airviev: Farms 
Bethel 
Dorm East 
Rivers~_de Airpark 
Snnrisn Flyinr: Scrv-foe 
Chambe::."lain Farm 
Hugent's 
Chinn 12,ke 
r;lmrchill Lake Camps 
Fay' rnn'3 
EagJ.e Lake Camps 
Fis:1 t,: Gane 
Eastp01,,t 
Handy Boat Service 
1'.TcNally' s 
N o:c the rn Flying Service 
Fort Kent 
Folsom' s 
Hoosehcad Lake Flying Service 
Squaw I,Iountain Inn 
Hobbins' 
fole Au Haut 
Jackman Regions 
Ocean 
SpauJ.ding's 
Fish & Game 
Squapan Lake 
Li:,,ke Meddybemps 
IITillinocket Lake Flyin~ Service 
Hurd L~J;:e 
Sebec River 
!ft. Desert (Long Pond) 
Bradford Camps 
Bovets 
Irv::.ng' s 
Se 11asticook 
Buckhorn Camp 
Long Pond 
Bear Pond 
I1i tt le Se "':.Jago 



City, Town or ·Lake 

Norway 
Ogontz ( Moosehcad Le.ke ) 
Old Tovm 
Patten 
Patten 
Pittsfield 
Portage Lake 
Presque Isle 
Princeton 
R€~adf'ield 
Rockland 
St. Francis 
St. John 
Scarborough 
Sidney 
Tenants Harbor 
Turner 
Van Buren 
Wayne 
Vfinslovr 
Winterville 
Winthrop 
Wiscasset 

NATIOIJAL !ffRP0H T PL.lUT 

Seaplane Bases 

Norway 
Camp Caribou 
Old 'I1own 
Shin Pond (Arthur M. Augmtine) 
Shin Pond (Elmer Yiilson) 
Douglas Pond 
PortaGe Lake 
Presque Isle Stream 
Princeton 
Torsey Pond 
Chickawaukie Lake 
Bourgoin 
Daigle 
1.Vill owdale 
Goodhue 
Lehtinen 
Twitchell 1s 
V[m Duren 
Wayne 
Slugunde 
Northland Airways 
Norcross 
Harrison's 

The purpose of the National Airport Plan is to match State and l-'Iunicipal funds 

on a subsidy basis for the construction and improvement of airports throu:::hout the' 

country. Annual revision of this plan was provided in the Federal J\irport Act of 

19L.6. 

The Feder;:l Airport Act of 1946 as amended, authorized the appropriation by 

Congress of 1500,000,000.00 to be made available over a 1)eriod of bvelve yt:~ars. 

The appropriation for any fi~3cal year shall not exceed ~:;100,000,000.00. From these 

funds, St!:ltes may rer:eb.re one--b.alf of land acquisition costs; ono ... half of airport 

construction or development cost:-:1, and tvro-·foirds for high intensity .field lfr:;ht-

in;:; projects. 

Federal funds recehred in the State of J\1aino for the f:bcal yue.rs of 1952 csnd 

1953 amount to 1\76,255.89. 

'rhe lfaj_ne Leronautics Act provides that: 

"The Commission with the consent of the Governor 8.nd C'Juncil may, from 
the amount appropriated to 2id in the construction, extension 2.nd improve
ment of State or Hunicipal air1)orts, known ar3 the 1.A.irport Construction 
Fund, t grant to citic:s and tovms separatoly and c:Lties and towns jointly 
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with one another or with counties, 25% of the total cost of the con
struction, extension or improvement of such ~:irport or airports, or 
any lesser percent of said costs. 

11 Ho municipality in this state, whether acting alone or jointly with 
another r:nmicipality or with the state, shnll submit to the Admini3tra
tor of Civil Aeronautics of the United St,:ttes any project application 
under th0 provisions of Section 9 of the Federal Airport Act, so cn.lled, 
or any ;i.mendment thereof, unless tho 9roject ,')_nd the project applic2..tion 
have been first approved by the Aeronautics Commission." 

Under the Federal-aid Airport Program for 1952-53, seven Ifaine airports re

ceived aid for construction 111nd improvements. These projects included: 

Auburn-Lewiston Airport - 1. 

Augusta State Airport - 1. 
2. 

3. 

Caribou Municipal Airport 

ReDa.ir and modernization of nir,ht lighting 
system. (Completed) 
Scari:fyin8 and reseeding safety st.rip - seal 
coating two runways. (Completed) 
800 ft. ex.tension of Hunwo.y 17-3.5. (Completed) 
Modernization of niGht lighting s3rstem. (Com
pleted) 
Crack fillinc; and seal_coati.ng runways and 
ramp ar.::::as. (Conr~Jleted) · 
Seal coatir:g two runways. (Completed) 

Greenville Hunicipal Airport Repairs ancl seal coating one runway. (Com-
pleted) 

Portland Municipal Airport - 1 • .Rehabilitating south end of North-South 
Runway. (Completed) 

2. Surface course and seal coat on portion of 
runway :cehabilitated in 1951. (Completed) 

Rangeley tfun:i.cipal Airport - Lengthening, widening 2.nd grading of North
Yiest South-En.st rummy• 

Waterville Municipal Airport - Resurfacing North-South runway. (Completed) 

Other nn.micipaJ.it:Les anticipatinc; improvements are: Portland, Rockland, 

Bar Harbor, Princeton, Houlton and Caribou. 

AVI.I\.TION LAW EHFO~CEMENT Alm ACGIDEHT INVESTIGATION 

A certain amount of pror,;ress is :Lnclicated in law enforcement and accident 

investi~ation programs, combined with air safety education in the promotion of 

public safety ancl. the best intcrc~sts of aviati-'Jn under the Maine Aeronautics Act. 

Records of the Commission show a continuing low number of fatalities result

ing from aircraft accidents during the period 0f this report as conpared with the 

same period in 19.~0 and 1951. Accident stati.s tics reveal that tbree fatal accidents 
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resulting in six deaths were r·ecorded in the State for 19S0-51 comp;-ired. to four 

fatal c=i.ccic1ents in"rolvine five deaths and one aircr3.ft -Ni th pilot rnissinG c.'.nd 

unaccounted for in 1952-.5'3. In the :atal accidents for this period, inex~1crience 

·with unfavorable V}e.?.the:r conditions, pilot judg::T1-er~t, lm,r acrohJ.tics :mc1. one p~_lot 

prcsmaably flyinr3 un(er t.he influence o.f into:.-:ic ':'tinf( liquor have been cont: .. ibut-

inr,: factors. One 0.ccideet -rro.s not definitely clcter::--6.ncd but • . .'as assumed to have 

been due to & sudr1_en 2.ncl rmex;)ccted illness o.f tllc pilot. 

The employment of ai.rc 1:~aft for 8.:'.,:r~.cultm~al purposes is increasing both in 

number and vs.riety of use. Several aerial spr~.,rcrs and crop dusters were reported 

op8rating l::'st sc::1.son. Activity in iricJ.Estrial advortisinr.; shO".vec. o. pronounced in-

crease. 

Tho Commission believes that fatal aircraft accidents v:ill be further reduced 

as air safety edu:-:at:ton prosro:c5sos, and local, mun:Lc ipal and State lcrH enforcement 

agencies become familiar with tho .Ua:i.ne Aoronoutics .A.etc, 

AI~ };I{I_H1CHJG 

The Comnd.ssion is authorized and directed to expend. as much of the Aeronautical 

Fund as mew be necessc7.ry for the purpose of assir::ting iD the constn":.ction &nd main-

tenance of ;-:1. system of air marking in such a r12.nner and in such :--,mounts as it shall 

dee;;1 equitable. The Co1rimi~~sion is conti.nuin.::_:: in this ,ncrk to such e:;:::tent as to 

satisfy the needs of the St2.te • 

Recently, tlirouc,·h the cooperation of the Civil Air Patrol, two markers were 

co:rrpleted - one at Gorl1c:1m c-.nd on.c at Saco. 

FLI('.HT SCHOOLS 

In 1952 thirteen Federal cJ.nd. State A;:.lprov,:cl Flif;ht and Ground Schools were 

operating in the State. Several of these schools offered complete courses in 

flight training for private individuals or vcter;_,ns under G. I. trrd.ninc;. 
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l'I/\HJE AIRPORTS 

Approximately ei~hty-five percent of the total population of Maine live within 

a 20-rrd.le radius of a hare: surfaced runway airport, r1hile fifty percent of our pop-

ulc:'.tion liv8 in citiGs v!l1ich now have airports or landing areas., At the present 

tine :Torther~\st AirJ.:Lnes is the only airline servb.s; the St<",te and it is hoped that 

in the ne2r future lforth0B,st Airlines will be in a ,osition to offer a com;llete 

service from rfaine to Florida. 

~:Iaine :Ls very favo~:-;1,bly sj_tur1ted vd.th respect to 1~.rge airports for major 

airline operations ni th t!1e nota~.)le e::ception of Portla.nd 1':Iunicipc1,l f~.irport. The 

Haine Aeronautics Crnmn.isdon realizi:1~ the need for a major ai.rline terminal at 

Portland, introduced a bill in the 96th Lef:;islature 1mder Les;islative Document 

No. 818 for the necessary imprQvements,, 

Statement of facts as follows: 

1TThc prescmt airport cannot be used by the large a:irc::."aft now in use by 
major airlirms and c2.rr(o carriers. Therefore, the entiro st.1.te airv,ay sys
-Lem in :·faine is deprmdent upon the construction of a nevi cast-,•rest runway; 
strcnp.:then:'n[:; of the present north-south runway ~md construction of t.l~e 
tExi V'tays at I1ortland. Construction of such facilities in accordance with 
the master plan nrep2red b~r the Civil Aeronautics Administration, approved 
by the Maine :~eronautics Co1m:1ission ancl meeting the recorn1nenC:iations of the 
President rs Doolittle Cornmi ttee, r.rHl give ivlc:d.ne a ternino.l airport for 
airlj_nes, cargo carriers and fe:Jder line systems serving the entire state. 
The t)M1 has indicz:.ted its ·willincness to s;Jend 'irl,004,000 as the federal 
slw,re of the project. Tho city of Portland has ar,rccd to acquire approxi
inately 120 2.c1·es of land as its prelimine-v.-y chare of the project." 

The Legislature., rccor,nizing the need for this comJtruction, approprin:ted 

1;;2:So, 000 as tlle St2.te 's share of the imp:covement cost. The city of Portland, to

gether '.•Jith several surrounding conmn.mities, had tentatively :nade plans for their 

natchinc~ share of the construction cost Y1hen the Federal funds available under 

the Federal Airport Act, which were to provide 50% of all construction costs, 

were frozen and to date lw.vo not been mctcle availa1)le. 
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FIFTIETH AN~IVl~RSARY OF POWERED FLIGI-!,! 

For the observance of the .50th Anniversary of Powered Flight, General James 

Doolittle appointed Governor Burton Mo Cross Honorary Chairman. On Novem:)cir 13, 

1953 Governor Cross appointed Lucille M. DingJ.ey of the Maine Aeronautics Commis

sion, Chairman of the State Cormni ttee for the observance of the 50th Anniversary 

of Pmmred. Flight. A concentrated program was pr8pared for the final week of the 

celebration ending December 17th and wa,s carried out throughout the State. 

Open house was held at Dow and Presque Isle Air Force Bases clima"'<ed by a jet 

ride for Captain Harry Mo Jones, fo:r-merly fr:)m Olcl_ Orchard, Maine, v;ho is Maine ts 

oldest pilot-> In Portland c:md Bangor aviation dinners v.rere sponsored by local 

organizations o Go-.;-ernor Cross was principD.l sp1:aker at the Portland. dinner which 

was attended by some t-wo h·,.md~:·ed peoplo~ Ca:Jte.in G. G. Price, Commanding Officer 

of the Brunsvrick Naval Air Station -;,12.s toastmastor41 Capt~:dn Harry M. Jones, who 

was flown to Portland for tho occasion in the A;::;ronautics Commission airplane, was 

a e,ue st speaker • 

STA TE AIRPLhJTE 

Tho Stinson Station W2cgon owned by the Commission since 1948 was traded and 

replaced by a new Beechcraft Bon&nza delivered in August of 1953it The Bonanza has 

proved very satisfactoryo In ad.di tion to busj_ness of the Com.mission, it has been 

used extensively by the Governor and personnel of the Executive Department. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

rvIA.HJE AIR C OL1}1lENT 

UJ.faine Air Comment", the offir;ial publication of the Co:runission, co!Tmleted 

the third year of its p11blic::it2.cm in December 1953. JJo.tional;, State and lo~al 

items pGrtaining to aeronautics are now circulated to more th.rm 1800 Maine pilots, 

aircraft owners ancl. interested persons. 

HAINE AIR SEqVICE GU:rDE 

The Haine Air Service Guide published in 1951 for the purpose of promoting 

aviation and advertisin~ all available aeronautical facilities and services offered 

to the traveling public by fixed-bGse operators is still available. This folder 

has received a vdde circulatLm to both residents and non-residents interested in 

fast, safe and economical transportation to and from business engagements; also to 

vacationists v1ho require m·vift transportation from airline stops to their favorite 

remote areas. 

LEGISLATION 

The Commission prepared and supported the following laws and resloves as 

passed by the 96th Leeislature. 

AH ACT to Clarify the Aviation Laws. 
H.Po h51 L.Do 446 Chapter 56 

AN ACT Relating to Registration Certificates _for Airmen, Aircraft and 
Air Carriers. 
H.P. 452 L.D. 447 Chapter 57 

AN ACT Relating to Exemptions .for Non-.Resiclent Airmeno 
H.Y). h53 L.D._ h'-i.8 Chapter 58 

AN ACT Rel2.ting to Exemptions for Non-Resi.dent Aircraft. 
H.P. 454 L.D. 449 Chapter 59 

AN ACT Clarifying the Excise Ta.x on Aircrafte 
H.Po h39 L.D. 483 Ch:ipter 190 

RESOLVE, Providing for Certain Construction at Portland Municipal Airport. 
SoP ~ 553 L.D. 14.86 Chapter 127 

RESOLVE, Providinr, for EXp?.nditures on Airports. 
S11P• 581 L.D, 1521 Chapter 131 
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AVIATION OHCANIZATIONS -------------
THE MAINE I.IR NATIONAL GUARD 
Colonel Philip E., Tukey, Jr. 

Upon its return from active military service on 1 November 1952, the 101st 

Fighter-Interceptor Wing was faced with a virtually complete reore:anization jobe 

".Te had few pers01mel and only a handful of aircraft., The facilities granted us 

at rapidly expanding Dow Air Force Dase were minimnm and even less adequate than vm 

enjoyed at the ti:r:1e of our initial org,·Lni.zation in 19}i7. Further1i1ore, many policies 

incident to the return of the Air National Guard to the sta ;~e had not been .firmed. 

The outlook, in spite of our enthusiasm and optir:lism, w2.s sornffN:12.t bleak. 

Now, some fifteen months later, we C3n say thD,t the "show is on th2 road". 

Our serious problems have been solved and --::e can f r1.ce ·1:.1-1e future Tvi th confidence. 

Our personnel strenr;th no"/J e:i:cecds Soo ,~nd we are d,::1ily exerting every effort to 

further acquaint the people of :8.'.lstcrn l:Iajne '.:dth the Air R:1tional Guard. Vve hope 

that this will continue to brirc; a steady flow o.f manpmver to our doorstep. 

Tife can look forr,2rd to new facilities., It is expected that construction will 

commence this sprinp: 2nc~. l:l1e entire project 1\'ill cost :i.n excess of. ~tl,500, 000. 

Most noteworthy v1ill be a large nodern h~mgar with 2,sso'.J:i.atcd pc.:.rkinr, ramps. This 

hangar ·will provide ample floor space for 2ircrc~ft maintenance as ·well as S1J2.ce for 

shops, offices, ready rooms, etc,,, reqt·h·ed for the support of our t3ct:i.cal unit, 

the 132nd Fighter--Interce:)tor Squadron$ .A.lso included are a new w0.rehou8e building 

and a motor vehicle service shop. 

Our present primary aircraft equipmont consists of obsolete F-51 fighters, 

along with training and support T-6' s and a C-1.i 7. v:e have recently accepted 

delivery on a nm1.r T-33 two-place jet trainer, a most rrelcc2ne adcli ticn to our in

ventory. Another is exy)ected shortly. This is ti1e fi.rc"3t step to,,rard modern jet 

equipment. The 132nd Squadron is schoduled to be e01tipped w:Lth F-91.+ all-·Neather 

fighters. These 2.re t~."iO-plo.ce, radar eq-:.1ipped aircraft -v-Iith vrhich we will train 

as part of the continental air c~ef ense of the united States. 
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Perhaps one of the most int.-;rcr;tin~ pha-8'.:~s of our present program is that of 

securing young men to train as .~.viation Cadets for pilot and observ-er duty ;•Tith 

the Air National Guard. Throu.c;h this unique plan, applicants who qualify 2-re sent 

to a cotu:·se of training at a regular P~ir Force flying school under the Air National 

Guard quota. Upon successful completion of the training, the man vrins his wings 

and receives a commission. Instead of reporting for active duty with the u. s. 

Air Force, he is returned to his Air National Guard unit for crew duty. It is to 

be noted that the proposed assignment of the F-9h aircraft creates a need for radar 

observers as well as pilots, so recently it v.ras necess2.ry to exp2.nd recruiting to 

interest men in training for this important cre-.7 position. To date, over tvventy 

young men have en'l-,cred these two courses of t:-.--aining. This proe;rnm v1ill assure us 

a supply of youncer pilots to 1·eplace those Yjho h2.ve remai.ned on active duty uith 

the Air Force and to c ombG.t t!10 advancing age of our Vforld War II pilots.. This 

trai.ninz presents 2,n cutstcrndinc opportunity for the. younger men of 1t:1ine • 

It looks as if tho Lir }htional Gu.:ird will be 2n even more .familiar .s j_ght on 

the Mai.ne aviaticm sceno, 

r.'IAJlTE AVE.TIOH TRADKS t.S0OG~:ATION 
W1lliam L. Perry, Pres. 

The Maine Aviation Trades Ac;sociation is an active st2te-Y1ide orgrmization 

organized solely for the purpose of pron.ot:Lnr; aviation in the State of Mo.ine and 

the United States as a vrhole • The Mair:e Ch2,pter :i.s a.ff iliated with the N2.tional 

Aviation Trades A:3[-:;ociation and has contributed financial c~nd personal support to 

promote aviation throughout the entire country. 

The Aviation Trades AsE3ocic1.tion backbone is the operators and closely related 

interests in the State of Haine. There is held an nnnunl meeting at which time 

officers a.nd directors are duly elected. Business Jroblems are discussed and any

thing that may help :promote aviation i.s vic;orously supported. 
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The Maine Chapter vras incorporded in 1946 and has been working ev·::r s:Lnce 

tow1:rd the ul tims:1.t0 goal of enlo.rg,?d uses for airpl2~nes and a gr?t'.ter snfety fee tor 

for ell persons taking part~ 

The last meeting VJD.s held in Old Town, Mc.:i.no, on April 24, 1953 with YJ":LlHam 

Perry of l~lFJusto. elected President; M~rion Dufour of Au(l'us·sa, SecreJ~CTy3 2nd 

Kenr.:.eth DeYTitt of Old Town, Trcz;surero There T1ere fourteen (lh) ope1:·ators p:c,:::sont 

plus other persons intere~1tod in promoting aviation, anci. this included the Chc.ir-

1:10.n and Director of t,he J\It':i.nc Aeronautics Commissiono These operc.tors and other 

interested pe;rsons have p::i.icl their annu.3,l dues to c}3·'.~e, which ho.s helped to finance 

tho National Or 0~,?.nhia tion and in turn helpud the iVIr~ine Industry. 

It is hoped tlw.t this org::mizc::-,tion will continue its cooperdt.ion nnd support 

of the N~.tional Associ:=ttion, t:.1e Mc::1.ine Acronauticc Commission and any othor orznn

ization working tovrD,rd the srnne coo.lo 

J,ji._J;·TE }FH~G CIVIL ~\.T( p_· .. rr ;:mL 
Colonel Vfinfield L,, Rrnnsdell 

The Maine Wing Civil Air Pc1,-i.:i.rol during 19~;2 and 1953 me.de good progress cnrry-

ing out its three phRses of its pror:ram, Scnrch D: Resc~10, Cm;1:nunic2.tions & Cadets, 

under the command of Wing Commander Colo vifinfield A. Ro.msdell 2.nd his st~ff • 

Scc1.rch & lloscue has been very active during the p".st tno y 13nrs throur;h actuGl 

search missions end also training missions., 1rhirteen CAP planes and a~:;out 70 CAP 

members took pa,:·t in ser:i.rching thfi Northern Maino Woods for trm missing Canadian 

fighter planes 5..n Janunr;r, 1952, z:1.nd in No ... tomber, 1953, c;~p plc::mes flcnv approxi

mately 150 sorties and 270 hours se:i.rchin.?:; for a lost CAP pilot 2.nd pl2ne in the 

Old Tovm-Princeton woods 0 Various other squ2dron sec.rches took place in sec:1.rch for 

lost persons. Civil Air P.J.trol members in the Maine Wing h8:7e norked -rvith the 

Civil Defense and Red Cross in fire 2.nd flood disasters. Er.:ch yc;rrr a S11.HCAP 

(Sc)arch & Rescue - C .. W) training mission is I)Ut on under the supervision of the Air 

Rescue Service, USAF from Westover AF B.~tse, giving CAP personnel the problem of 

search and each year our Yving rns been ranh":\d high in its proficiency by the ARS. 
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Communications via rndio in our lVing ho.s been progressing nnd enlarging con

tinuously since it was put into operation some .fi··re yenrs ago• At the end of 1953 

the Maine Wing wc1.s proclaimed by the Director of Communications at Natione,l CAP 

Headquart,3rs, Wnshington, D. c., as ho.ving an outstnnd:i.ng communicP.tions system 

nnd ranking number one 2mong the 52 Wings throuc;hout the United Stc.tes :.md its 

territorios. The frequencies given to us by the .i\ir Force and licensed trn·ough 

the F.c.c. were in the high frequencies and the very hir;h frequency f:i.eld. The 

Mo.ino ·1.1\fing chose the V .H.F. frequency for the bulk of their communicri.tion work clnd 

have made great strid8s experimenting c,:ncl developing this st2tc-v;ide network as it 

is practico.lly free from the other Wings' irrcorfe-::-ence, and at the end of 1953 there 

were licensed -- 100 fixed ro.dio stations, 129 r2dio c2rs, ~md 10 airplanes with 

VHF rc:dios, Tho r,~.dio cars and planes ho.ve uorkod out very proficiently especially 

in disaster and search missions, being quickly moved to any part of the st2.te. 

The Cadet pr ogi .. nm, de:aling ~·rith tho young men <-'.nd c;irls of the ages 15 through 

18, instructing thorn in tho ground vmrk in aviation subjects (not teaching o.ctual 

flying instruction in the nir) is one of the most importnnt phases. Those young 

folks on a volunteer bc~sis receive ~rnluo.ble instruction which helps them if they 

desire to enlist in the Air Force lo.tor and, on co:nplotion of studieG, recei.ve a 

ccrtificLlto signed by Mc1jor Gen. Lucns V. Beem, USLF Nntional CAP Comnv:mder to the 

effect qualifying them to enter as Airman Third Cl2.ss on enlistment. E2.ch year 

there is an enc.:i.mpment for the Co.dots at some Air Force Base, the last tvm years 

have been o.t Grenier .1~ .• rB in New Hampshire. This yer.r it v1ill be at Limestone J'..FB. 

Cadets are scrconod each Jre2r and appointed by Nationnl CAP Hondqu~rters to fly in 

Air Force pl2ncs to some foreign country in conjunction with the Cndot Exchrmge 

Program. In 19)2 one Cadet went to Engb.nd, [mother to Brazil, and an escort to 

Holland, In 1953 one visited Englo.nd nnd another to Mexico. And the snme yonr, 

the Maine Wing entertr.:,ined the Mexican Exchnne;e Cadets for nine days. Two of our 

former Cadets have recently been appoj_nted to Wost Point. 
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11 The Winr:;-Over", the officio.l CAP "W'ing ri1.:i.:_;nzine ho.s a circulo.tion of OVi)I' 600 

to its 17 squo.drons throughout the st:',tGca Also two weekly CAP (15 min~) ro.dio pro

grams, one over WGL.N Portlt:.nd, nnd tho other over VfGUY B::--.ngor, have boon in opcro.

tion for the past two ycarso 

De.to. on CAP personnel for 1952 cmd 1953 at the end of eo.ch yeri.ro 

Seniors 
Co.dets 
Pilots 
Observers 

C.l\.P planes on loan from AF 
Fri v,'?.t.e plmws owned by 

CAP members 

303 
293 

79 
13 
8 

hll 
451 

78 
15 
9 

17 

ELSTKlN NF..Lfil LEHO L.SSCCJILTION 
I1.bnnin~: HolJbs ., Pro.sidont 

Tho Easkrn Maino Aero LssociD:Gion is now c01mnimcing its sixth y00.r as ·a 

highly successful orc-~ni~32.tion of pilots and o.victtion enthusiasts in eastern Maine~ 

The nssociation w.:i.s formed in 19h9 under the &"olo guidance of Lyndon Fletcher, 

the .L~oro Club's first Prnsidunto Dedico:tod to tho advancomcnt of all phases of 

civil avio.tion, tho Enstorn Mo.inc Aero L.ssod.ation is nmv the largest active aero 

club in the ste.too From r. chartc:r membership of seven, the group ho.s grmm to a 

present membership of scvcntyJ 

Tl10 nssocic.tion holds its meetings on the first 1.T!odnosday of each monthe 

Members 2.r0 kept informed as to the meeting phce through 3. monthly ncT.rs lettor 0 

ThG letter, oclitcd by Lyndon Fletcher, has a fundo.mcntal purpose of k80ping members 

ndvisod on curr;;nt club ,':\ctivitics and noT: avio.tion developments. 

Of high interest to tho a:Jsociation is its idr-Sc:::.rch ~md Rescue pr ogr['_m., 

The mombors 2,re nilling n t nll times to c;nsv:or tho call to c.id, in c..ny wo.y possible, 

any pilot or person who is distrossod., Tho club poss<.:ss0s 2. survival drop kit con

tdning o.11 possible nccessi ti,.;s to help enabl8 2 o.0·7ncd pilot to survive until 

~round parties cc:-.n rcnch him,;, 

During the pt:.st two ycnrs tho E.:1stern :Jaine 11.ero Associo.tion h1.s m2.intained 

th8 intcrGst of its members through mr.ny spooie.l -''.ctivi tics :::md social e"'rcnts,. 

- 29 -



Field d0-ys, highlighto(l by competi tivc ovcnts; such as, spot Lmding contest, bomb 

dropping s.nd nir S80.rch0s, prove to be Y:-ry popular vd th tho membc:rs .~.nd also givo 

pilots ,.._,, chrmco to improve their flying skilL, Outlying airports; such ns, Jint,;r

port, Belf:-i.st nnd Groonville cJ.re populGr tmms for these evonts. 

Br0nk.fo.st nnd Dinner flights n.rc nnothc;r koy note of tho ~· .. oro club's activi

ties. Such flis:hts do much to stimul-J.te tho interest of pilots and their fri:.mcts. 

Porhaps tho l~.rgest and most successful social function held by tho associa

tion during the past tNro years wr~s tho dinnor c ommomo:;_"2. tin:; tho 50th I.nni versary 

of Povvercd Flight on D(;ccmher 17, 19530 Th,:) dinnor, which wc.s c..ttended by ncCTly 

150 members [md friends, W<:'.S hold ;:::.t the P~mobscot Hotol, B:-·.ngor, on the evening 

of the l 7thG Tho o..ffcir vr2s TJc:11 :·~cp1:'."csurrte;d by both rnili tnry ,..,.nd ci ',.riUan br2.nchES 

of aviatior..., Scm:1tor IIo.skcJ..1 ,)f B.1.rgor \''JLlS the tonstrinstor... Mnjor John Porter of 

Dov-I Air For-co Bnsc, who vms the prin~ipal spct1kcr ., hi[3hlightod tho pr'..st 50 years 

of aviation wj_th n very intorsstinG to.lk-> Roprcsnntir:e; Nc.wi.l .. '~vio.tion wns Lieut 0 

Commc'.ndor no D" Lc::.rson of the "Crunnwick Nnval Air Sto.tion 0 

In coming yoc1.rs the K~.stcrn- 1\fa:i.nc Aoro !1.ssociation, with tho coopero.tion o.nd 

help of nll conscrncd, will try to thG utmost to encourc,gc r;nd ,:::id o.vic:.tion in tho 

Sto..te of Mc:1,ino o 
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