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LAWS OF MAINE 

RE'. LA TING 'tO 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
Being Chapter II, Revised Statutes of 188.1, as amended by 

subsequent legislation, governing the management of all public 
schools except thost· in districts organized· with special powers 
by acts of Legislatnre. 

*Sect. 1. The school districts in all towns in this School 
districts, 

state are hereby abolished. Provided, however, that abolished. 

school districts organized with special powers by act 
of the legislature, may retain such organization and 
special pO\vers; but said districts shall annually, on t· -excep ion, 
or before the first day of June, by their agents, !~~~~11°;1• 
trustees or directors, submit to the school com- fil1:{r\~i!~ 
mittees of their several towns estimates of the 
amonnt required for the maintenance of the schools 
therein, other than free high schools, for the ensuing 
school year: and shall be entitled to such portion of ~;i;i!s~~~!s. 
the common school-funds of the town as said com-
mittees shall determine, which sum shall not be less 
than is necessary for the maintenance of their schools 
for a period equal to that of the other schools of the 
town. 

The corporate powers of every school district shall p;~~~~1:J~es
continue under this act so far as the same may be :~~1:/itment 

necessary for the me~ting of its liabilities and the en- ~e~\'i~!s and 

forcing of its rights; and any property held in trust ~~~\f~~icf.s• 

by any school district by virtue of a gift, devise or 

* Comprising sections 1 and 4 of chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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bequest for the benefit of said district shall continue 
to be held and used according to the terms thereof. 

Town, to *Sect. 2. Immediately after this act shall have 
take posses- • 
sion of school become a law towns shall take possession of all 
property. ' 

schoolhouses, lands, apparatus and other property 
owned and used by the school districts hereby 
abolished, which districts may lawfully sell and con-

tll~~f~ti~~1be vey. The property so taken shall forthwith be ap
made. praised by the assessors of said towns, and at the first 

annual assessment thereafter a tax shall be levied 
upon the whole town, or such part thereof as is in
cluded within the districts abolished, equal to the 

fu~~t/~:re- whole of said appraisal, and there shall be remitted 
assessed. to the tax payers of each of said districts the said 
-remittance, appraised value of its property so taken. In case of 
to be made to d' . • • f h 
tax-payers of 1stncts compnsmg parts o two or more towns, t e 
each district. f 'd h ll . . l . l assessors o sa1 towns s a JOmt y appraise tle 

school property belonging to said districts, and shall 
determine the part thereof belonging to each of the 

-procedure, said towns, and each town shall remit to the tax 
in case of dis- . . . . 
tri!)~s com- payers m its part of such d1stnct the part so deter-
pnsmg parts 
of two or mined, in the same manner as in case of districts 
more towns. 

No school 
abolished, or 
location 
thereof 
changed, 
except by 
vote of town 
on recom-

wholly within said town; except that cities or towns, 
which have or shall reimburse districts or parts of 
districts for their school property, shall receive for 
the use of such city or town, the money to which 
such districts or parts of districts shall be entitled 
under this act. 

t'Sect. 3. This act shall not abolish or change 
the location of any school legally established at the 
time of its passage; but any town at its annual meet
ing, or at a meeting called for the purpose, may de-

mendation of termine the number and location of its schools, and 
school 
committee. may discontinue them or change their location; but 

such discontinuance or change of location shall be 
made only on the written recommendation of the 
superintending school committee, and on conditions 
proper to preserve the just rights and privileges of 

* Section 2 of chapter 2HJ, Public Laws of 1893. 
t Section 3 of chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893 as amended by chap

ter 295, Public Laws of 1897, chapters 48 and 74, Public Laws of 1899, 
ancl chapter 203, Public Laws of l!Wl. 
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the inhabitants fGr whose benefit such schools were 
established, provided, however, that in any case of 

5 

anv school ha vino- as now established or which shall-~cb(l)ol com-
. b' ' rn1ttee, may 

hereafter have, too few scholars for its profitable susp
1
e
1
ndh 

1 sma sc oo s. 
maintenance, the superintending school committee 
may suspend the operation of such school for not 
more than one year, unless otherwise instructed by 
h b bl . h l f .1. . . -any school t e town, ut any pu ic sc oo ai mg to mamtam having an 

average of 
an average attendance for any school year, of at least l~sst~an. 

· h '1 h 1 b d h b · d d 1 eight is dis-eig t pup1 s, s al e an ere v 1s suspen e , un ess continued 
. . . . · unless con-

the town m which said school is located shall bv vote tinuea by · vote of the 
instruct its superintending school committee to town. 
maintain said school. The superintendent of schools-superin-f 

tendent o 
in each town shall procure the conveyance of all schools must 

procure con-
public school pupils residing in his town a part or veyance of an ' schclars who 
the whole of the distance to and from the nearest i:i~es~~~~s 
<suitable school for the number of weeks for which ~s to render 
~ ' 1t necessary, 
schools are maintained in each year, when such ~~1;~iirsbi:~·~l 
pupils reside at such a distance from the said schools schools. 
as in the judgment of the superintending school 
committee shall render such conveyance necessary. 
Provided, however, that the superintending school 
committee may authorize the superintendent of 
schools to pay the board of any pupil or pupils at a 
suitable place near any established school, instead of 
providing conveyance for said pupil or pupils, when 
in their judgment it may be done at an equal or less 
expense than by conveyance. 

*Sect. 4. The school-moneys of every town shall tff1~~1ifss~~e 
be so expended as to give as nearly as practicable ~e~g1~~•t&i~n 
the same aggregate annual length of terms in all its ;0e:'r:eks per 
schools, and every town shall make provision for the 
maintenance of c1Jl its schools for not less than twenty 
,,veeks annually. Any town failing to maintain its 
schools as provided in this section, shall be debarred fuyl~r~1i~'t~~i 
• 1 -: · h 1 '11 · h 11 maintain 1rorn c.rawmg its state sc oo -moneys, ti 1t s a schools. 
have made suitable provisions for so maintaining 
them thereafter. 

*S t A 1· . . t th 'tt Union ec . 5. I\.C JOirnng owns, upon e wn en schools, may 
recommendation of the school committee of said f;i:e~~n-

* Sections 5 and 6 of chapter 211:i, Public Laws of 18193. 
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towns. may by concurrent action maintain union 
schools for the benefit of parts of said towns in what 
are now union school districts, or may establish such 
schools, and shall contribute to their support_ each in 

~n;~;~~~t. proportion to the number of scholars in each of said 

-manage
ment. 

towns attending such schools. Said schools shall be 
under the management of the school committee of 
the town in which their schoolhouses are located. 

Towns, to Sect. 6. Every town shall raise and expend, an-
raise for 
schools so nually, for the support of schools therein, exclusive 
cents per 
inhabitant. of the income of any corporate school-fund, or of any 

-penalty. 

grant from the revenue of funds from the state, or of 
any voluntary donation, devise or bequest, or of any 
forfeiture accruing to the use of schools, not less than 
eighty cents for each inhabitant, according to the 
census by which representatives to the legislature 
were last apportioned, under penalty of forfeiting not 
less than twice nor more than four times the amount 
of its deficiencv. 

School-fund *'Sect. 7. ·when the governor and council have 
and mill tax . . 
to be withhel<l reason to believe that a town has neglected to raise 
from delin- . 
quent towns. and expend the school-money reqmred by law, or to 

Towns, shall 
provide 
school-books, 
for both 
common ancl 
Free High 
Schools. 

examine teachers as prescribed by law, or to have 
instruction given in the subjects prescribed by law 
or to provide suitable text-books in the subjects pre
scribed by la,v, or faithfully to expend the school
money received from the state, they shall direct the 
treasurer of state to withhold further payment to 
such town from the state school-fund and mill tax: 
until such town satisfies them that it has expended 
the full amount of school-money required by law. 

tSect. 8. Towns shall provide school-books, 
apparatus and appliances for the use o:f the pupils 
in the public schools, including all free high schools, 
at the expense of said town; and shall also pay for 
the necessary repairs of school-buildings and insur-
ance on same, if any, improvement and maintenance 
of schoolyards and playgrounds out of a sum or 
sums of money raised and appropriated for that pur-

*As amended by chapter 64, Public Laws of 189!). 
t As amended by chapter 268, Public Laws of 1889, ancl further 

~ mended by chapter 260, Public Laws of 1897. 
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pose which shall be assessed like other moneys; pro- ~epairs, 
·ct d h h ct· f insurance, v1 e , owever, t at any parent or guar tan o any &c., c~nnot 

.1 . h bl' h l h" be paid for pup1 m t e pu 1c sc oo s may, at 1s own expense, from school 
fund. 

procure for the separate and exclusive use of such 
pupils the text-books required to be used in such 
schools. 

*Sect. 9. School committees shall make such Distribution 

1 . and preser-
ru es and regulations not repugnant to law, as they vation of 

deem proper, for the distribution and preservation of books. 

school-books and appliances furnished at the ex-
pense of the town. 

Sect. IO. \¥hen a pupil in the public school loses, School-boo~s 

d 
.
1 

. . h h l damages for estrovs, or unnecessan y mJures any sue sc oo - injming or 
• . · destroyiI,g, 

book or appliance, furmshed such pupil at the ex- how recov-
ered of 

pense of said town, his parent or guardian shall be parent, etc. 

notified, and if the loss or damage is not made good 
to the satisfaction of such committee within a 
reasonable time, they shall report the case to the 
assessors, who shall include in the next town tax of 
the delinquent parent or guardian the value of the 
book or appliance so lost, destroyed or injured, to be 
assessed and collected as other town taxes. 

tSect. 1 I. Any city or town may annually make Cities amt 

provision for free instruction in industrial or mechan- t~~~~~~~Y 
· 1 d · fif f industrial or 1ca rawmg, to persons over teen years o age, mechanical 
· h · d · h 1 d ct· · f drawing,and e1t er m ay or evening sc oo s, un er irect1on o may support 

h · d' h 1 · c·. devening t e supennten mg sc oo committee. 1hes an schools. 

towns may raise and appropriate money for the sup-
port of evening schools in addition to the sum they 
raise for the support of common schools. Said eve-
ning schools shall admit persons of any age, shall 
teach only the elementary branches and shall be 
under the direction and supervision of the local 
school board. 

Sect. 12. (Repealed by chapter 216, Public Laws 
of 1893.) 

tSect. I 3. The assessors or municipal officers of Certificate of 

each town shall on or before the first day of each cities, towns, , , &c., to be 

M l t th t t . · t d t f bl. returned ay, ma ._:e o . e s a e superm en en o pu 1c annually to 

*As amended by chapter 268, Public Laws of 1889. 
t As amended by chapter 24.6, Public Laws of 1889. 
t As amcnde(1. by chapter 237, Public Laws of 1897. 
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SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE. 

schools, a certificate, under oath, embracing the 
following items: 

I. The amount voted by the town for common 
schools at preceding annual meeting. 

II. The amount of school-moneys payable to the 
town from the state treasury during the year ending 
with the first day of the preceding April. 

III. The amount of money actually expended for 
common schools during the last school year. 

IV. The amount of school-moneys unexpended, 
whether in the town treasury or in the hands of dis
trict agents. 

V. Answers to such other inquiries as are pre
sented to secure a full and complete statement of 
school revenues and expenditures. 

Sect. 14. The state superintendent shall prepare 
and furnish to the town officers such blanks as he 
deems proper to secure the fiscal returns required in 
the preceding section. He shall return to the 
treasurer of state on tht first day of July, annually, a 
list of such towns as have made such fiscal returns; 
and no school-moneys shall be paid by the treasurer 
of state to any tmvn, so long as it neglects to make 
such returns. 

Sections 1.5 and 16 (Repealed by chapter 216, 
Public Laws of 1893.) 

Sect. 17. No money appropriated by law for pub
lic schools shall be paid from the treasury of any 
town, except upon the written order of its municipal 
officers; and no such order shall be drawn by said 
officers, except upon presentation of a properly 
vouched bill of items. 

*Sect. 18. Every town shall choose by ballot at 
its annual meeting, a superintending school com
mittee of three, to hold office as provided in section 
eighty-six and shall fill vacancies arising therein at 
each subsequent annual meeting. No person is 
ineligible to the office of superintending school com
mittee on account of sex. 

* 1\ s amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893, and further 
am nclecl by chapter 32i, Public Laws of rnn 
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Sect. 19. (Repealed by chapter 216, Public Laws 
of 1893.) 

9 

tSect. 20. A town failing to elect members of Neglect to 
· d" h 1 · · d b l choose com-supennten mg sc oo committee as reqmre y aw, mittee or 

f f · 1 h h' h superin-or eits not ess t an L irty, nor more than two un- tenctent. 

dred dollars. 
tSect. 21. The age of pupils allowed to attend the Rigbt to at. 

bl . l 1 f · · tend scbool pu ic sc 100 s o this state is hereby fixed between c1efine(l. ' 

the ages of five and hventy-one years of age. Any 
person between the age of five and twenty-one years 
living at any light station not embraced ,vithin the 
, . . f . l 1. . h ll b d . d -scholars at 11m1ts o anv scl100 c 1stnct, s a e a mitte to light stations 

bl . ·
1 

l . l . . l . . . provided for. any pu 1c sc 100 mt 11s state wit 1out paymg tmtlon. 
Such scholars shall be entitled to all privileges and 
benefits, and be subject to the same conditions, rules 
and regulations as scholars residing in the district in 
which thev attend school. Towns may make such T t 

· owns, o 
bv-lav.rs not reptwnant to law concerning habitual make hr-laws 

• ' b ' concerning 
truants, and children between six and seventeen truants. 

years of age not attending school, without any regu-
lar and law·ful occupation, and growing up in ignor-
ance, as are most condncive to their welfare and the lt -pena y. 
good order of society; and may annex a suitable 
penahy, not exceeding twenty dollars, for any breach 
thereof; but such by-la,,,s must be first approved by 
a judge of the supreme judicial court. 

Sect. 22. Such tmvns shall, at their annual meet- Who shall 
• . complain of 
mg, appomt one or more persons, who alone shall violation of 

k 1 · f · 1 · f 'd b 1 d by-laws. ma e comp amts or v10 at10ns o sa1 y- aws, an 
shall execute the judgments of the magistrate. 

Sect. 2.3. Said magistrate, in place of fine, may Truant chil-

d h"ld l b · · <lren in suit-or er c 1 ren provec to e growmg up m truancy, able institu-

and without the benefit of the education provided for tions. 

them by law, to be placed for such periods as he 
thinks expedient, in the institution of instruction, 
house of reformation, or other suitable situation pro-
vided for the purpose under .section twenty-one. 

t As amende(l by chapter 2lfl, Public Laws of 1893. 
t As amended by chapters Fi!! and 19!!, Public Laws of lS93. 
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* COMPULSORY EDuCATION. 

Children Sect. 24. Every child between the ages of seven 
between ages 
of 7 anuhl4

11 
and fourteen inclusive shall attend some public day 

years, s a 
attend public school durino- the time such school is in session· pro-school durmg b , 

~ime s~hooI is vided that necessary absence may be excused by the 
1n session. 

superintending school committee or superintendent 
of schools or teacher acting by direction of either; 
provided also, that such attendance shall not be re
quired if the child obtain equivalent instruction, 
for a like period of time, in an approved private 

-instruction 
at private school or in any other manner approved by the 
school allow. 
ed. superintending school committee; provided, further, 

-penalty for 
neglect. 

-children, 
may attend 
school in 
adjoining 
town. 

thart children shall not be credited with attendance at 
a private school until a certificate showing their 
names, residences and attendance at such school 
signed by the person or persons having such school 
in charge, shall be filed with the school officials of the 
town in which said children reside; and provided fur
ther, that the superintending school committee may 
exclude from the public schools any child whose phy
siC'al or mental condition makes it inexpedient for 
him to attend. All persons having children under 
their control shall cause them to attend school as 
provided in this section, and for every neglect of such 
duty shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty-five 
dollars, to the treasurer of the city or town or shall 
be imprisoned not exceeding thirty days. 

Children living remote from any public school in 
the town in which they reside may be allowed to 
attend the public schools in an adjoining town, under 
such regulations and on such terms as the school 
committees of said towns agrne upon and prescribe, 
and the school committee of the town in which such 
children reside shall pay the sum agreed upon, out of 
the appropriations of money raised in said town for 
school purposes. Except as above provided, a child 
attending a public school in a town in which his par
ent or legal guardian does not reside, after having 
obtained the consent of the school committee of such 

*Chapter so, Public Laws of 18!'l9, as amended by chapter 185, Pub
lic Laws of 1901. 
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town, shall pay, as tuition, a sum equal to the aver
age expense per scholar in such school. 

t Sect. 25. Cities and towns shall annually elect Cities and 

II 

b d • d ffi towns, shall one or more persons, to e es1gnate truant o cers, elect truant 

h h 11 . . . 11 f 1 f h officers. w o s a mqmre mto a causes o neg ect o t e 
duties prescribed in section one and ascertain the 
reasons therefor, and shall promptly report the same 
to the superintending school committee, and such 
truant officers, or any of them shall, when so directed 
bythe school committee or superintendent in writing, 
prosecute in the name of the city or town, any person 
liable to the penalty provided in said s,ection; and 
said officers shall have power, and it shall be their 
duty, when notified by any teacher that any pupil is . 
. 1 . d d k 1 ·1 -tluties. irregu ar m atten ance to arrest an ta e sue 1 pup1 
10 school when found truant; and further it shall be 
the duty of such officers to enforce the provisions of 
sections one hundred and fourteen to one hundred 
and sixteen, inclusive, of chapter eleven of the revised 
statutes. Every city or town neglecting to elect 
truant officers, and truant officers neglecting to 

Prosecute when directed as required bv law shall -penalty for 
' ., ' neglect. 

forfeit not less than ten nor more than fifty dollars, to 
the use of the public schools in the city or town neg
lecting as aforesaid, or to the use of the public schools 
in the city or town where such truant officer resides. 

The municipal officers shall fix the compensation -compensa

of the truant officers, elected as prescribed in this ~i~~i/t·uant 

section. Superintending school committees shall have -committee 

fill . . d . h may fill power to vacancies occurring unng t e year. vacancies. 

Sect 26. If a child without sufficient excuse, shall 
be absent from school at six or more consecutive ses- Habitual 

sions dnring any term, he shall be deemed an habit- :iti:d. 
ual truant, and the superintending school committee 
sh2.ll notify him and any person under whose control 
he may be that unless he conforms to section one of 
this act the provisions of the two following sections - 110.w

1 1 , . punts Iel . 

will be enforced against them; and if thereafter such 
child continues irregular in attendance, the truant 
officers or any of them shall, when so directed by the 

t As amended by chapter 80, Public Laws of l8!l9. 
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school committee or superintendent in writing, en
force said provisions by complaint. 

Any person having control of a child who is 
an habitual truant, as defined in the foregoing 
section, and being in any way responsible for such 
truancy, and any person who induces a child to 
absent himself from school, or harbors or conceals 
such child when he is absent shall forfeit not exceed
ing twenty dollars, for the use of the public schools 
of the city or town in which such child resides, to be 
recoverecl by the truant officer on complaint, or shall 
be imprisoned not exceeding thirty days. 

On complaint of the truant officer, an habitual 
truant, if a boy, may be committed to the state reform 
school, or, if a girl, to the state industrial school for 
girls, or to any truant school that may hereafter be 
established. 

Sect. 27. Police or municipal courts and trial jus
tices shall have jurisdiction of the offences described 
111 sections twenty-four, twenty-five and twenty-six. 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

*Sect. 28. ~~ny town which establishes and main
tains a free high school as provided by this section 
and the seven following, for at least ten weeks in any 
one year. shall, on complying with the conditions 
hereinafter set forth, receive from the state one-half 
the amount actually expended for instruction in said 
school, not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars; 
pr07,idedJ that no town shall receive such state aid 
unless its appropriation and expenditure for such 
school, has been exclusive of the amounts required 
by law for common school purposes. Such aid shall 
be paid from the state treasury on and after the first 
day of each January, upon certification by the gov
ernor and council as provided by sec>tion thirty-five. 
But whenever a town or precinct desires to draw its 
state aid semi-annually, it shall be paid on and after 
the first days of July and January; pro-z1idedJ that the 

*As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893, and chapter 197,. 
Public Laws of 1901. 
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superintendent of such town makes, semi-annually, 
before said days, the report required in section thirty
five. 

13 

*Sect. 29. Anv town mav establish and maintain Free high 
· · • schools, any 

not exceedin2" two free high schools; and in such town
1
~ahy 

<..J estab 1s two. 
case shall receive the same state aid as if the expendi-
tures of both schools had been made for one. Two 
or more adjoining towns may unite in establishing ;;~J~i~i:; 

and maintaining a free high school, and both shall :~~n~r,in 

receive the same state aid as if such school had been 
maintained b:v one town. So long as any town 
declines to avail i1tself of the foregoing provisions, the 
· h b" f · f "d • -precincts m a itants o any section o sat town may orgamze ma:r be orglw-

f I · h } 1 · · h h · f ized and a ree 1ig sc 100 precinct m t e manner erema ter established. 

provided, which may establish and maintain a free 
high school, and receive state aid the same as the 
town might have done; provided, that no more than -proviso. 

two such free high schools shall be established in any 
town, and that the amount of aid extended to the pre-
cincts in any town shall not exceed the sum that the 
town might have received. On petition of any five -precincts, 

"d . "d . . . h 1. . f how organ-voters resi ent m sai section, reciting t e imrts o ized. 

the precinct proposed, the municipal officers of the 
town shall call a meeting of the voters within said 
limits by causing notices, specifying the time, place 
and purposes of said meeting, seven days before the 
time appointed, to be posted in two or more conspic-
uous places within said limits. Said meeting shall 
choose a moderator and a clerk who shall be sworn, 
and shall~ by a majority vote s>f those present and 
voting, determine whether said precinct shall be 
organized. It shall choose an agent who shall be 
duly S\vorn, whose powers and duties shall be as 
hereinafter defined. Such precinct may continue its 
organization from year to year by the holding of 
meetings called in the manner aforesaid, so long as 
the town shall neglect or refuse to support free high 
schools. Sections of adjoining towns may organize -sections of 

as herein provided and may establish and maintain of adjoining towns, may 

* As amended by cha pf er 216, Public Laws of 1893. 



organize pre
cincts, and 
maintain 
schools. 

-town shall 
receive and 

SCHOOL LA \\~S OF lIAINE. 

a union free high school, and, with the consent of 
both towns, may receive a proportional part of such 
aid, to be determined as provided by section thirty
five, but in no case to exceed the amount that either 
town might have received. But no more than two 
such precincts shall exist at the same time in any 
town. Moneys voted by said precincts shall be 
assessed and collected in the manner now provided 
for assessment and collection of moneys voted by 
school districts. Towns shall receive in trust and 

~~~:~i~nsand faithfully expend gifts and bequests made to aid in 
bequests· the maintenance of free high schools, and shall 

receive aid in such cases to the same extent and on 
the same conditions as if such schools had been es-
tablished and maintained by taxation; and any town. 
or district shall receive such state aid on any expen
diture for a free high school or schools, made from 

-may receive the funds or proceeds of the real estate of an academy 
funds from . . . . . 
academies. or mcorporated mstitution of learnmg, surrendered 

-penalty for 
misapplying 
money 
appropriated 
by state. 

Location. 

or transferred to such town or district for educational 
purposes; but if any part of the money so paid by the 
state is expended for any other purpose than the sup
port of such free high schools, as provided by this 
section, then each person so misapplying said money 
forfeits double the sum so misapplied, to be recov
ered in an action of debt, in the name and to the use 
of the town, by any inhabitant thereof; and no town 
shall receive further support from the state for any 
free high school, until the amount so received, but 
misapplied, has been raised and expended for such 
free high schools by such town. 

*Sect. 30. Any town, or union of towns, precinct 
or union of precincts, voting to esrt:ablisn a free high 
school as herein provided, may locate the same per
manently, or vote that the terms thereof be held alter-

-school- I · h · · · h" h rooms, &c., nate y m sue sect10ns or precmcts wit m t e town 
~~rf~~~plied or towns as may be selected, and as may accept said 
nished. h 1 Th . . h" h "d h 1 . h SC 00 . e precmct 1ll W lC Sal SC 00 IS t us 

held, shall supply appropriate equipments, and fur.-
-proviso. nish a warm and suitable building for the same; pro-

* As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
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z·ided_, that such precinct may use its schoolhouse or 
schoolhouses for such free high school, ,vhen not 
required for ordinary school purposes. 

15 

* Sect. 3 I. The course of stud v in the free high course of 
. · . . Rtucly, what 

schools shall embrace the ordmary English academic it shall 

d. h" h . embrace. 
,, stu ies w 1c are taught m secondary schools, espe-

cially the natural sciences in their application to 
mechanics, manufactures and agriculture; but the 
ancient or modern languages and music shall not be 
taught therein except bv direction of the superintend- t· • -excep 10n. 
ing school committees having supervision thereof. 
Such schools, when established by any town or union 
of tt>vms, shall be free to all the youth in such town or 
towns who have such scholastic attainments as will 
fit them to attend such schools with profit, and the 
superintendent, or superintending school committee, 
having supervision thereof shall make such examina-
tion of candidates for admission to said schools as 
they consider necessary. \i\fhen such school is estab-
1. h d b · · f • • h ll -schools to 1s e y any precmct or umon o precmcts, 1t s a be free to 
b f . h l h . h" scholars with-e ree m t e same manner to t 1e sc o1ars wit m in precinct. 

such precincts, and open also to scholars passing the 
required examination from without such precincts, 

. . . . . . -open to 
bnt within the towns m which said precincts are scholars in 

town and 
situated, on pavment to the agent of the precinct in "".ithtout pre-

., cmc, by pay. 
which such school is located, of such tuition, to be tm~t~t of 

Ul lOll. 

fixed by the superintending school committee or 
committees having supervision of the same, as is 
equivalent to the cost a scholar of mainrtaining such 
school, after deducting the aid extrnded by the state. 

' "\'1henever in the judgment of the superintending -s. s. com-

school rnmmittees havina the supervision of any free mitt~es, m~y 
, b adnnt pupils 

high school or schools the number of pupils in the from without 
' town on pay. 

same may be increased without detriment, scholars ~~flt~i~ 
from without the towns directly interested in such 
school or schools, may be admitted to the same on 
passing the required examination and paying such 
tuition as may be fixed by such committee, to the 

* As amended by chapters 100 of the Public Laws of 1887, 212 of tbe 
Public Laws of 1889, 216 of the Public Laws of 1893, anr1 29!'"1 of the 
Public Laws of 1897. 
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treasurer of the town in which the school is kept, 
when the school is maintained by a town or union 
of towns, or to the agent of the precinct in which the 
school is kept, when such school is maintained by a 
precinct or union of precincts. 

Free high *Sect. 32. Free high schools, established and 
ji~t0it;.:11~u?- maintained under the foregoing provisions, are sub-
school Iaws, . t t th 1 1 t" t h I f except in cer- Jee o e aws re a mg o common sc oo s, so ar 
tain cases. as applicable, except as otherwise provided. When 
-established established and maintained by a town, they shall be 
by towns, 
how man. under the supervision and entire management of the 
aged. 

superintending school committee of such town. 
-established ·when established and maintained by a union of 
by union of 
towns. towns, such school shall be under the supervision and 

entire management of the school committees of such 
towns, who constitute a joint board for that purpose. 

-established \Vhen established and maintained by any precinct or 
by ctistricts. union of precincts in the same town, such schools 

shall be under the supervision of the superintending 
committee of such town, or of the state superintend
ent, when the precinct or precincts so elect, and 
under the financial management of the agent of the 
precinct in which such school is kept, who, in con
nection ·with said committee or superintendent, shall 

-establishefl employ teachers for the same. When established 
by precincts d · · d b · · d"ff in different an mam:tame y two precmcts m 1 erent towns, 
towns. such school shall be under the supervision of the 

superintending school committees of such towns, 
who constitute a joint board for that purpose, and 
under the financial management of the agents of both 

' precincts, who, in connection with said committees, 
shall employ the teachers. 

Towns, may *Sect. 33. Towns and precincts may raise money 
raise money f b . h" d . . . . h 
to maintain or esta hs mg an mamtauung- free h1g schools 
free high d . b "Id" d "d" . schools. an erectmg ll1 mgs an prov1 mg eqmpments 

for the same, in the same manner as for supporting 
common schools and erecting schoolhouses. 

Towns, may t Sect. 34. Any town may from year to year 
contract with l · · · d" h I · .and pay acacL aut 1onze 1ts supennten mg sc oo committee to con-

* As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
t As amende1l by chapter 167, Public Laws of 1889, and by chapter 

6, Public Laws of 1889. 
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tract with and pav the trustees of any academy in said emies for 
0 

• tuition of 
town for the tuition of scholars within such town, m scholars. 

the studies contemplated by the six preceding sec-
tions, under a standard of scholarship to be estab-
lished by such committee; and when such contract 
has been made, the school committee with an equal 
number from the board of trustees of such academy ;;;l~!~~ ~~~
shall form a joint committee for the selection of all virtect for. 

teachers, and the arranging of the course of study in 
such academy, when such academy has less than ten 
thousand dollars endowment; and the expenditure of 

f . . . l d h ll b b -entitled to any town or tmt10n 111 sue -1 aca emy s a e su - state aid for 
. d" . d h ll . h expenditure. Ject to the same con it10ns, an s a entitle sue 
towns to the same state aid as if it had made such 
expenditure for a free high school. 

'"Sect. 3c;. Superintendents shall, annually, before Superin-
v tendents to 

the first day of July. make returns under oath to the make annual 
· - return to 

state superintendent, on blanks prepared and sent out ~tate superin-
mtendent. 

by him, of the amount appropriated and the amount 
expended by each tmvn or precinct for instruction in 
such free high schools during the current year; also 
of the amount appropriated and the amount ex-
pended for common school purposes by each town 
maintaining the same; the number of weeks during 
which such schools have been taught; the wages paid 
each teacher; the number of pupils registered; the 
average attendance; the number of pupils in each 
branch of study pursued, and the amount received 
for tuition. If the state superintendent is satisfied -state super-

. . . . intenctent, to 
that the provis10ns of the seven preceding sections certify 

. . . amounts to 
have been complied with, he shall certify to the gov- which towns 

are entitled. 
ernor and council the sum ,vhich each town or pre-
cinct is entitled to receive from the state. Any town 
or precinct, dissatisfied with his decision, may appeal 

to the governor and council. The governor and -governor 

council shall issue a certificate to the treasurer of the tan<l cot~fncil, o cer 1 y 
town, or agent of the precinct, for such amount as f1~~~~r~8

/
0 

they adjudge such town or precinct entitled to re-

* As arnencted by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893 and chapter 197, 
Public Laws of 1901. 

2 
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-penalty, for ceive from the state treasury. Any person con
defrauding 
state. nected with the management of such free high 

Trustees of 
academies, 
&c., may sur
render prop
erty to 
establish free 
high schools. 

schools. either as teacher, agent or superintendent, 
who in any way aids or abets in defrauding the state 
into the payment in support of said schools of more 
than is contemplated by this chapter, shall forfeit not 
less than five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned in 
the county jail not less than one year. 

Sect. 36. The trustees of any academy or other 
corporation formed for educational purposes may by 
a majority vote of such of said trustees as reside in 
the state, surrender the ·whole, or any part of the 
property belonging thereto, to the municipal officers 
of any town, or the trustees of any school-fund in 
any tmvn in which said academy or corporation is 
situated, for turning the same into a free high school 
as hereinafter provided, and said municipal officers 
or trustees, for the time being, shall be a board of 

-trustees of 
free high trustees to take and hold said property for maintain-
schools, • h 1 d · d 
duties of. mg a free high sc oo ; an upon receiving sai prop-

Property, 
bow con
veyed. 

erty, they shall use proper diligence to make the 
same produce income for the support of said free 
high school. 

Sect. 37. \i\Then such vote is so passed, the treas
urer of said trustees shall convey, assign and deliver 
to the municipal officers of said town, or the trustees 
of such fund, all property belonging to said academy 
or corporation for the purposes indicated by the pre
ceding section. 

Income of Sect. 38. The municipality accepting the prop
E~zy!1;~uea. erty in trust, as named in section thirty-six, shall 

apply the income thereof towards the support of a 
free high school, to be kept within said municipality, 
at least twenty-two weeks in each year, and provide 
suitable accommodations for the same and the super
intending school committee or superintendent in 
said municipality shall determine the qualifications 

-qualifica- · I 1 · d tion of pupils, necessary to entlt e any app 1cant to enter or atten 
how deter- "d f 1 . h h I d h 11 d . . h mined. sa1 ree 11g sc oo , an no one s a atten 1t wit -

out the certificate of said officers to that effect. 
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Sect. 39. All scholars residing within the munici- •ru~~ion, to be 

1. f .d h . } . palCl by non-pa 1ty a oresa1 , avmg sue 1 certificate, may attend resi<lents. 

said school without tuition fee, and all scholars not 
residents of said municipality, may attend said school, 
upon such terms and conditions as said school offi-
cers impose. 

POWERS AND ODLJGA1'IONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

Sections 40 to 55 inclusive. (Repealed by chapter 
216, Public Laws of 1893, except so far as applicable 
to districts not abolished by section r of said chapter, 
and to precincts formed for maintenance of free high 
schools under provisions of section 7 of said chapter.) 

SCHOOLHOUSES, tOCATION AND ERECTION OF. 

*Sect. s6. The location for the erection or re-
, Location for 

moval of schoolhouses and requisite buildings and school 
houses, shall 

for playgrounds shall be designated bv vote of the be designated 
., by vote of 

town at any town meeting called for that purpose. town. 

t Sect. 57. \Vhen a location for the erection or Town may 

removal of a schoolhouse and requisite buildings has tfu~~\gf~1f~1 

been legally designated, and the owner thereof re- certain cases. 

fuses to sell, or, in the opinion of the municipal 
officers, asks an unreasonable price for it, or resides 
without the state and has no authorized attorney or 
agent therein, they may lay out a schoolhouse lot, 
not exceeding three acres, and appraise the damages, 
as is provided for laying out town ways and apprais-
ing the damages therefor; and on payment or tender -damages, 

of such damages, or if such owner does not reside in ~~;raised. 

the state, upon depositing such damages in the 
f l I• • f h. l -how paid. treasury o sue 1 tmvn or ustnct or 1s use, t 1e town 

or district designating it may take such lot to be held 
and used for the purposes aforesaid; and when such 
schoolhouse has ceased to be thereon for two years, -lots to re

said lot reverts to the mvner, his heirs or assigns. rre:;~~0
0 ~~:~er, 

And any town or city may take real estate for the ~~~!-f~r two 

enlargement or extension of any location designated -land, may 

for the erection or removal of a schoolhouse and ~i11~~N1~0~0s1~ 

. . h ·11· d 1 d 1 . lots, play-reqms1te m c mgs an p aygroun s, as 1erem pro- grounds, etc., 

""As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
t As amended by chapter 211, Public Laws of 1901. 
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not within vided; but no real estate shall be so taken within 
fifty feet of a 
dwelling. fifty feet of a dwelling house. 
Owners *Sect. 58. If the owner is aggrieved at the loca-
aggrieved, 
issue may be tion of the lot, or the damages awarded, he may ap
triect by jury. 

ply to the county commissioners within six monthsr 
who may change the location and assess the dam-· 
ages, and the proceedings shall be conducted as in 
section eight, of chapter eighteen. If the damages, 
are increased, or the location changed, such town 
shall pay the damages and costs; otherwise the costs 
shall be paicl by the applicant. 

Schoolhouse *Sect. 59. Any town which, by its officers or by 
~~~~·neons a committee, has designated, located and described a 
location of l 1 • l · h 1 
re-established ot upon wmc 1 to erect, move or repair a sc oo -
and made h cl f . k . . h f ·1 d valid. ouse, an rom rn1sta e or om1ss1on as a1 e to 

comply ·with the law, whereby such location has been 
rendered invalid, may, on petition of three legal 
voters and taxpayers thereof, apply in writing to the 
selectmen of said town, and have the lot, so desig
nated or described, reappraised by them. 

*Sect. 60. The selectmen of any town to whom 
Notice of . . . . 
appraise~ent such application has been made, shall forthwith give 
ancl hearmg, ,. 
to be given. not less than seven nor more than twenty days 

Sum, how 
assessell and 
collected. 

Tender, to be 
allowed in 
payment. 

notice, to the owner of such real estate, or to the 
persons having the same in charge, of the time and 
place by them fixed for such hearing, and shall, after 
examination and hearing of all interested, appraise 
the lot as set out and affix a fair value thereon, ex
clusive of improvements made by said town either 
by buildings or otherwi~; and shall, as soon as 
practicable, notify the persons interested in said es
tate who had been notified as hereinbefore provided, 
of the sum at which said lot has been appraised. 

Sect. 6r. The sum fixed as the value of said lot 
shall be assessed, collected and paid over as provided 
in section fifty-eight. 

Sect. 62. Any snm \vhich has been tendered and 
is in the hands or under the control of the person 

* As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893, and by chapter 
211, Public Laws of 1901. 
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owning or having charge of such land, shall be 
allowed in payment of said appraisal. 

2I 

*Sect. 63- If the persons owning or having Lancl owners 

charge of the land on which such location is made, may appeal. 

are dissatisfied with such appraisal, either party may 
within ten clays appeal to the county commissioners 
of the county in which the land lies, by filing a copy 
of the proceedings and a claim of appeal ,,·ith said 
commissioners, and the determination of a majority 
of said commissioners shall be final. 

*Sect. 64. \i\Then anv town has erected or moved 
• Improve-

ct building upon such lot or in any way improved the ments, inure 
· to town or 

same, such improvement shall inure to the benefit of district. 

such town, and the same may be as completely occu-
pied and controlled by such town as it would have 
been if such loc2.tion had been in strict conformity 
to lavv. 

Sect. 6s. The le2"alitv of a tax assessed to build, 
~ '--" • Tax not 

repair or remove a schoolhouse and to pav for a lot, effe~tecl by 
· error in loca-

sh all not be affected by any mistake or error in the tion. 

designation or location thereof. 
*Sect. 66. A plan for the erection or reconstruc-

Plan, to be 
tion of a schoolhouse voted bv a town shall first be approved by 

• S.S. com-
approved by the superintending school committee. mittee. 

Sections 67 to 84 inclusive. (Repealed, except as 
2pplicable to districts not abolished by section I of 
chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893, and to precincts 
formed under provisions of section 7 of said chapter 
for the maintenance of free high schools.) 

"'As arnernlecl by chapter 216, Public Lnws of lt<9X. 



22 

Officers, to be 
sworn. 

Terms of 
office, how 
fixed. 

SCHOO!., LA VIS OF MAINE. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL 

COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS. 

*Sect. 85. Members of superintending school 
committees shall be sworn. 

*Sect. 86. School committees at their first meet
ing shall designate by lot a member or members to 
hold office for one, two and three years respectively, 
in manner as follows; one for one year, one for two 
years and one for three years; and they shall certify 
such designation to the town clerk to be by him re
corded. Said committee shall have power to fi:tl 
vacancies occurring during the interim between an-

-vacancies, 
how filled. nual meetings, and the term of office of any member 

of the committee so chosen shall expire at the next 
annual town meeting. No member of the superin
tending school committee of any town shall be em
ployed as a teacher in any public school in said town. 

csee sect. 129.) tSect. 87. The management of the schools and 
the custody and care of all school property in every 
t0\\'11, shall devolve upon a superintending school 
committee which shall perform the following duties: 

Appoint time t I. They shall appoint suitable times and places 
and place for . l . • · d'd · l 
examination tor t 1e exammat10n ot can i ates proposmg to teac 1 
of teachers. . d h ll . . h f . h m town, an s a give notice t ereo by postmg t e 

same in two or more public places within the town 
at least three weeks before the time of said examina
tion, or by the publication of said notice for a like 
time in one or more newspapers having the largest 
circulation in the county. They shall employ 

-school week tfachers for the several districts in the town. Five 
and month. 

days constitute the school week, and four weeks a 
school month. 

Instructors of t II. On satisfactory evidence that a candidate 
ri:t\~~e~tm• possesses a good moral character, and a temper and 

disposition suitable to be an instmctor of youth, they 
shall examine him in reading, spelling, English 

* As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893, and further 
amended by chapter 327, Public Laws of 1897. 

t As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893. 
t As amended by chapter 32, Public Laws of 1891 and chapter 267 

Public Laws of 1885. 
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grammar, geography, history, arithmetic, book
keeping, civics, and physiology \Vith special reference 
to the effects of alcoholic drinks, ;;;timulants and nar
cotics upon the human system; and the elements of 
the natnral sciences, especially as applied to agri
cultnre, and such other branches as they desire to 
introduce into public schools, and particularly into 
the school for which he is examined; also as to his 
capacity for the government thereof. 

23 

*III. They shall give to each candi<late found certificate to 
· 'fi l l . l'fi d teachers. competent, a certi cate t 1at 1e 1s qua 1 e to govern 

said school and instruct in the branches above 
named, and such other branches as may be neces-
sary to be taught therein; or they may render valid 
by indorsernent, any graded certificate issued to 
teachers by normal school principals, or the state 
superintendent. No certificate shall be granted any 
person to teach in the public schools of this state 
after the fourth clay of July, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-five who has not passed a satisfactory exam-
ination in physiology and hygiene, with special 
reference to the effects of alcoholic drinks, stimulants 
and narcotics upon the human system. 

IV. Direct the general course of instruction, and Direct course 
. . of instl-uction 

select a uniform system of text-books, due notice of ana text-

1 b . b k h . d d books. wl11ch shal e given; any text- oo t us mtro uce , 
shall not be changed for five years unless by a vote 
of the tmvn; any person violating this provision shall 
forfeit not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be re
covered in an action of debt by any school officer or 
person aggrieved. And when said committee shall 
have made such selection of schoolbooks, they shall 
contract, under section eight, with the publishers for ;-fau~~~~~~va 
the purchase and delivery thereof, and make such tion of books 

rules as they deem effectual for their preservation 
and :r;eturn. 

*V. They shall make provisions for instructing ~ake pro
visions for 

all pupils in all schools supported by public money, instructionin. 

or under state control, in physiology and hygiene, -
1
effhect

1
~ of 

a CO O lC 

with special reference to the effects of alcoholic drinks, etc. 

* As amended by chapter 267, Public Laws of 18S5. 
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May dismiss 
teachers for 
sufficient 
cause. 

Expel 
scholars. 

Exclude 
scholars not 
vaccinated. 

Clasify 
scholars. 

Shall 
annually 
elect super. 
intenclent. 

Duties of 
superintend
ent not a 
member of 
committee. 
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drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon the human 
system. 

*VI. After due nptice and investigation, they 
shall dismiss any teacher, although having the requi
site certificate, who proves unfit to teach, or whose 
services they deem unprofitable to the school; and 
give to said teacher a certificate of dismissal and of 
the reasons therefor, a copy of which they shall 
retain, which shall not deprive the teacher of com
pensation for previous services. 

VII. Expel any obstinart:ely disobedient and dis
orderly scholar, after a proper investigation of his 
behavior, if found necessary for the peace and use
fulness of the school; and restore him on satisfactory 
evidence of his repentance and amendment. 

VIII. Exclude, if they deem it expedient, any 
person not vaccinated, although otherwise entitled to 
admission. 

IX. (Repealed by chapter 216, Public Lavvs of 
1893.) 

X. (Repealed by chapter 199, Public Laws of 
1893.) 

*XI. Determine what description of scholars 
shall attend each school, classify them, and transfer 
them from school to school ,;1,.rhere more than one 
school is kept at the same time. 

tXII. They shall annually elect a superintend
ent of schools who shall not be a member of the 
committee, ·who shall be ex-officio secretary of the 
committee. Said superintendent shall perform the 
follmving clntirs: 

(r.) He shall m:ike in April, annually, a ce1~tified 
list of the names and ages of all persons in his town, 
from four to twenty-one years, corrected to the first 
day of said month. leaving out of said enumeration 
all persons coming from other places to attend any 
college or academy, or to labor in any factory, or at 
any manufacturing or other business. 

*As amenclecl by chapter 2lo, Public Law.-; of 1893. 
t As amenclel'l by cllapter 216, Public Laws of 1S93 and chapt~r 332, 

Public Laws of 18~7. 
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'(2.) He shall examine the schools and inquire 
into the regulations and discipline thereof and the 
proficiency of the scholars, for which purpose he 
·shall visit each school at least twice each term. 

(3.) He shall make all reports and returns relat
ing to the sch0ols of the town which are now or may 
be required by law to be made by superintending 
school committees. 

(4.) He shall perform such other duties as said 
-committee shall direct. 

*Sect. 88. The superintendent of schools shall Annual 
statement . 

. annually make a statement containing the following 
:particulars: 

I. The amount of money raised and expended Particulars. 

for the support of schools, designating what part is 
-raised by taxes, and what part from other funds, and 
]10w such funds accrued. 

II. The number of children between four and 
twenty-one years of age, belonging to his town on 

the first day of April preceding. 
III. The whole number and the average number Return of 

. scholars. 
-of scholars attendmg the summer schools.: the whole 
;number and the average, attending the winter 
:schools, also the total number of different scholars at
tending school tvvo ·weeks or more of the preceding 
year_. as shall appear from the teachers' registers re
i.urnable to said officer agreeably to section ninety-six. 

IV. The average length of the summer schools 
in weeks; the average length of the winter schools in 
weeks; and the average length of the schools for the 
_year. 

V. The number of male, and of female teachers 
employed in the public schools during any part of 
the year. 

VI. The wages of male teachers a month, and the 
wages of female teachers a week, exclusiv-e of board. 

t VII. He shall give in his returns the number of Retur~s, to 
supermtencl

·persons behveen the ages of four and twenty-one ent of public 

fi A 
. d' schools. years, corrected to the _rst clay of pnl nrece mg 

* As :amencled by cbapter·2rn, Public Laws of 1883. 
t As amended by chapter 2::,9, Public Laws of 1897. 
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the time of making said returns and full and complete 
answers to the inquiries contained in the blank forms 
furnished him by law_: certify that such startement is 
true and correctJ according to his best knowledge 
and belief; and transmit it to the office of the state 
superintendent on or before the first day of each 
May. He ~hall also furnish such other·information 
relating to the public schools as the said superintend
ent shall at any time require of him. 

Sections 89 and 90. (Repealed by chapter 216,. 
Public Laws of 1893.) 

Section 91. (Repealed by chapter 268, Public· 
Laws of 1889.) 

school com- *Sect. 92. Superintending school committees
:~t;:e.:.,i~~out shall serve without pay, unless otherwise voted by 
EfJe1~lseess the town, but the snperintendent shall receive for his. 
ri!-~: by 

th
e serviices such sum as the town shall annually vote 

-pay of therefor, which sum shall in no case be less than two 
superintend-ent. dollars per day for every day of actual service. 

Teachers, to 
keep school 
register. 

-not to be 
paid till 
register is 
completed. 

Sections 93, 94 and 95. (Repealed by chapter 216,. 
Public Laws of 1893.) 

DUTIES AND QUALIFICATIONS OF INSTRUCTORS. 

Sect. 96. Every t:'.acher of a public school shan 
keep a register thereof, containing the names of all 
the scholars who enter the school, their ages, the date 
of each scholar's entering and leaving, the number of 
days during which each attended, the length of the 
school, the teacher's wages, a list of text-books used,. 
and all other facts requiDed by the blank form fur
nished him; such register shall at all times be open 
to the inspection of the school committee, and be re
turned to them at the 'close of the school. No 
teacher shall be paid for his services, until such 
register, properly filled, completed and signed, is
deposited with the school committee, or with a per
son designated by them to receive it. 

* As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1~93, and further
amended by chapter 327, Public Laws of 1897. 
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*Sect. 97. The presidents, professors, and tutors Instructors of 
. colleges, etc., 

of colleges, the preceptors and teachers of academies, to inc1;11cate 
morallty, 

and all 0ther instructors of vouth in public or justi~e _am1 
• ' patnotlsm. 

private institutions, shall use their best endeavors to 
impress on the minds of the children and youth com-
mitted to their care and instruction, the principles of 
morality and justice, and a sacred regard for truth; 
love of country, humanity, and a universal benevo-
lence, sobriety, industry, and frugality; chastity, 
moderation, and temperance; and all other virtues 
which ornament human society; and to lead those 
under their care, as their ages and capacities admit, 
into a particular understanding of the tendency of 
such virtues to preserve and perfect a republican con-
stitution, secure the blessings of liberty, and promote 
their future happiness; and the tendency of the oppo-
site vices to slaverv de~radation and ruin. And it --:kinc1ness to 

' • ' '-' birds and 
also shall be the dutv of all teachers in the public a

1
nim

11
abls, 

• s 1a e 
schools of this state to devote not less than ·ten t!lugbt in pub 

he schools. 
minutes of each \veek of the school term, to teaching 
to the children under their charge, the principles of 
kindness to birds and animals. 

tSect. 98. Whoever teaches a public school with- Forfeitur_e, 

out first obtainino- a certificate from the school com- ~ft~~i~ibmg 
• t, • • eertificate. 

m1ttee of the town. forfeits not exceedmg the sum 
contracted for his daily \Vages, for each day he so 
teaches, and is barred from receiving pay therefor; 
and no certificate shall be valid for more than one 
year without the approval of the superintending 
school committee annually endorsed thereon. 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS. 

:j:Sect. 99. Plantations have the same powers and Powers of 

liabilities as towns, for electing committees, treas- plantations 

urers, collectors, and for raising, assessing and col-
lecting school-money, to be apportioned and ex-
pended as in towns. The assessors of plantations 

* As amended by chapter 29, Public Laws of lS!ll. 
t As amended by chapter 225, Public Laws of 1889. 
t As amended by chapter 116, Public Laws of 1893. 
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may take a census of the inhabitants thereof, at the 
expense of the plantation, and when so taken, the 
money raised therein for schools shall be upon the 
hasis of such census and not upon the census of the 
state. 

SCHOOLING OF CHILDREN IN UNORGANIZtD 

. TOWNSHIPS. 

6cbooling of *Sect. roo. \,Vhenever in any unorganized town-
-0bildren in 
unorganized ship in this state there shall be two or more children 
townships. 

between the ages of four and twenty-one years, the 
state superintendent of schools shall cause an enum
eration of said children to be made, and returned to 

Enu~erati<?n him~ and shall provide for the schooling of said chil-
of cluldren 111. d . h b bl. l . h 1 • h 1 • ren, e1t er y esta 1s 1mg a sc oo m t e townsmp, 

or by sending the children to schools in adjoining 
towns or plantations, or both, as shall by him be 

Rtate super- deemed expecl:ent. In case any of said children are, 
intendent 
may establish by the state superintendent sent to schools in adJ'oin-
schools in · - ' 
townships or in a- towns or plantations said children so sent shall 
senfl childrPn ::, ' 
to _sc_h(?ols in have the same ricrhts in such school as children resi-
o.clJornmg :::, 
towns. dent in said tovm or plantation. Provided, however, 

-expense of 
scl1ools how 
paid. 

State super
intendent to 
certify facts 
to governor 
ancl council. 

that in case the interest on the res-erve fund in any 
uno7'ganized township together with the amount aris
ing from the per capita tax called for in this act, is 
not sufficient to provide schooling for the children of 
said tmvnship for at least twenty ·weeks in a year, the 
remainder of the expense shall be paid from the fund 
appropriated by section four of this act, provided 
further, that no money shall be expended under this 
section for the benefit of any township until the 
inhabitants of S3icl tovmship shall pay to the state 
treasnrer a snm cqu2.l to hventy-fi.ve cents for each 
inhabitant thereof. · 

The state superintendent shall certify to the gover
nor a!!d council the number and residence of the chil
dren enumerated and schooled, as provided in sec
tion one of this cbapter, together with the cost of 
schooling sai<l children and the governor and council 

* .As amended by chapter 89, Public Laws of 1899 and chapter 206 
Public Laws of 1901. 
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shall direct the treasurer of state to pay to the state 
superintendent of schools so much of the interest on 
the reserve land fund of the township in which said -ehxpelnhse or 

SC 00, OW 

children reside as, added to the amount received paict. 

from the inhabitants of the township from the per 
capita tax, shall pay the expens,e of said school. The 
state sup,~rintendent of schools shall pay to the treas-
urer of any town or plantation in which he may 
school any of said children, such amount per scholar 
as shall he his proportional part of the cost of the 
school to which he is sent. 

The state superintendent of schools shall have state super
intendent of 

power to appoint agents for the several townships in schools shall 
have power 

which schools shall be established under this act, to appoint 
agents. 

whose dnty it shall be under the direction of the state -
superintendent to enumerate the pupils, assess and 
collect the per capita tax, employ the teacher and 
attend to all necessary details in connection with 
said schools; for which work he shall be paid a sum iig~~fensa

not exceeding two dollars per day, when actually agents. 

employed in this duty, and actual necessary traveling 
expenses. The state superintendent shall have power -state super

to supply schoolbooks for the schools established ~~;;;1~ent to 

under this act, under such conditions and regulations schoolbooks. 

as to the purchase and care thereof as he may deem 
proper. 

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of A ppro

this act, there is hereby appropriated the sum of priation. 

twenty-five hundred dollars annually. 

S'l'A'I'E SUPERIN1'ENDEN'I' OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

*Sect. 102. The governor, with the advice and Appointment 

f h .1 h ll . ancl term of consent o t e counc1 , s a appomt a state super- office. 

intendent of public schools, who shall be sworn and 
continue in office three years, or during the pleasure 
of the executive; vacancies shall f e filled by a new 
appointment for a like term. 

Sect. 103. An office shall be provided for him at To have an 
' office at the 

the seat of government. where he shall preserve all capital. 

* As amended by chapter 237,:Public Laws of 1897. 
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Duties. 

To exercise 
general 
supervision 
of schools. 

Obtam and 
disseminate 
information 
relating to 
school sys. 
terns, etc. 

Take neces
sary meas
ures for 
holding state 
educational 
conventions. 

May hold 
county 
institutes. 

To publish 
abstracts of 
proceedings 
of such 
conventions. 

Prescribe 
studies to be 
taught. 
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school reports of this state and of other states which 
he may receive, the returns of the school committees 
of the various tov\·ns, and such books, apparatus, 
maps, charts, ·works on education, plans for school
buildings, models, and other articles of interest to 
::;chool officers and teachers as may be procured with
out expense to the state. 

Sect. 104. His duties are as follows: 
I. To exercise a general supervision of all the 

public school:::, and to advise and direct the town 
committees in the discharge of their duties, by circu
br letters and personal conference, devoting all his 
time to the duties of his office. 

II. To obtain information as to the school sys-
tems of other states and countries, and the condition 
and progress of common school education through
out the world; to disseminate this information, with 
such practical hints upon the conduct of schools and 
the true theory of education as observation and inves
tigation convince him to be important, by public ad
dresses, circulars, and articles prepared for the press; 
and to do all in his power to awaken and sustain an 
interest in education among the people, and to stim
ulate teachers to well directed efforts in their work. 

III. To take such measures as he deems neces
sary to secure the holding of a state educational con
vention once each year, with a view of bringing to
gether the teachers, school committees and friends of 
education, for consultation with reference to the 
interest of common schools and the most approved 
methods of instruction. 

IV. If sufficient encouragement is afforded by 
the citizens, to hold in each county once during each 
year a public meeting or institute for teachers and 
educators. 

V. To prepare and cause to be printed and dis-
tributed such portions of the proceedings of state 
institutes or teachers' conventions as he deems 
important in the furtherance of education. 

VI. To prescribe the studies to be taught in the 
common schools, reserving to town committees the 
right to presc:ihe additional studies. 



*VII. To cause to be held, at such convenient state exam-
. · ination of 

times and places as he may from time to time desig- teachers. 

nate, public examinations of candidates for the posi-
tion of teacher in the public schools of the state. 
Such examinations shall test ,the professional as well 
as the scholastic abilities of the candidates, and shall 
be conducted by such persons and in such manner as 
he may from time to time designate. Due notice of 
the time, place and other conditions of the examina-
tions shall be given in such public manner as he may 
determine. 

To give a certificate of qualifications to all candi- Certificates 
issue<l to 

dates who pass satisfactory examinations in such successful 
• canclictate,-,, 

branches as are required by law to be taught, and 
who in other respects fulfill the proper requirements. 
Such certificate shall be either probationary or per-
manent, and shall indicate the grade of schools 
which the person named is qualified to teach. 

To keep a list of approved candidates in the office List of 
. . cancliclates, at 

of the state superintendent, and copies of the same state superin-
. h h . f . b d . d 1 11 b tenclent's wit sue m ormatlon as may e esire s 1a e office. 

sent to school committees, and superint,endents upon 
their request. 

The certificates issued under the provisions of this Certificate, 
. accepted in 

act shall be accepted bv school committees, and lieu of exam-
. . . " . . ination by S. 

supermtendents m lieu of the personal exammabon s. committee. 

required by section eighty-seven, chapter eleven of 
the revised statures and all amendments thereto. 

tVIII. To assume the control and management State super-

f 11 f bl' h 1 bl' h d l . . d intenctentto o a1 ree pu ic sc oo s esta is e anc mamtaine hiwe control 

b 'f b h 'd 'f b of schools y gi ts or equests, w en sai gi ts or equests are mai1~tainec1 

1. . ;i • l . d . hy gifts or 
cone 1t1oneu upon saic state supennten ent assuming bequests. 

such control an<l management; and it shall be his 
Jnty to carry out the provisions upon which such 
gifts or bequests are conditioned, when said condi- -conditions. 

tions are a;_Jprowd hy the governor and council. 
nx. Animally, to report to the governor and l\Iake report 

. . . to governor 
council the result of his inquiries and mvestlgations anct council 

' annually. 

* Chapter 152, Public Laws of 1895. 
t Chapter 135, Public Laws of 1901. 
t As amended by chapter 173, Public Laws of 1895. 
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To compile, 
publish and 
distribute 
amended 
school laws. 

Issue circu
lars of infor
mation and 
advice in 
relation to 
new laws. 

.Furnish 
blank record 
books to 
~,chool 
officers. 

Superintend
ent, to pre
pare arnl for
wanl to town 
clerk blanks 
for school 
returns. 

To notify 
delinquent 
superintend
ents; ab,o,to 
return to 
state 
treasurer 
number of 
chil<1ren 
between 4 
and 21. 

and thc- facts obtained from the school returns, with 
such suggestions and recommendations as in his. 
judgment would best promote the improvement of 
common schools. 

*X. Bienmally, as soon as practicable after the 
adjonrnmc-nt of the legislature, to compile and have 
nrinted in pamphlet form, three thousand copies of 
the amenclerl school laws of the state and distribute 
the same to the municipal and school officers of the 
several towns. 

*XI. To prepare and issue annually such circu
lars of information and advice to school officers, re
lating to new school enactments, as he deems neces
sary for thc- intelligent and effectual enforcement of 
such enactmerits. 

tXII. The state superintendent shall perform all 
duties imposed upon him by any charter or charters 
grantee] by the legislature to educational institutions 
in the state. 

~:XIII. The state superintendent shall furnish to 
the school officers of each town, proper blank books 
in which shall he kept complete and itemized records. 
of all matters relating to moneys appropriated, re
ceived and expended for schools, which said books 
s ha!l remain the property of the state. 

Sect. 105 Such superintendent shall prepare and 
print blank forms for all returns required by law, or 
deemed by him necessary, and shall, on the first day 
of each l\farch, forward to town clerks, blanks for 
the anm12l school return, and registers for the school 
year commencing on the first day of April following; 
and said clerks shall forthwith deliver the same to 
ihe school committees of their towns. 

**Sect. ron. He shali. on the first day of each 
June, notify the school superintendent of any town 
whose returns were not received at his office in May, 
and shall, annually, ascertain on the first day of July, 
the number of children between four and twenty-one 

* As amended by chapter 307, Public Laws of 18S9. 
rChapter 272, Public Laws of 1901. 
t Chapter 273, Public Laws of 1897. 
** As amended by chapter 216, Public Laws of 1800 
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years of age, in the towns from which returns are 
received, and furnish a list thereof to the treasurer 
of state. 

** UNION OF TOWNS FOR EMPLOYMENT OF SUPERIN

TENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 
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I. On and after July first, eighteen hund~ed and Towns may 
. · . unite and 

nmety-seven, the school committees of two or more employsuper-

h . <l h . d d intendent. towns, avmg un er t e1r care an custo y an 
aggregate of not less than twenty-five or more than 
fifty schools. may unite in the employment of a 
snperinten<lent of schools, provided they have been 
so authorized by a vote of their towns at the regular 
town meetings, or special town meetings called for 
that purpose. 

II. The school committee of the towns compris- -committeo 
. . h 11 f . . . d f h of towns mg a umon s a orm a Jomt committee, an or t e u~i~ing form 

f l · 'd · · · h 11 b 1 a Jomt purposes o t 11s act sa1 JOmt committee s a e he d committee. 

to be the agents of each town comprising the union. 
Sa:id joint committee shall meet annually at a day -shall meet 

and place agreed upon by the chairman of the com- annually. 

mittees of the several towns comprising the union, 
and shall organize by the choice of a chairman and a 
secretary. They shall determine the relative amount •-fix superin

of service to be performed by the superintendent in ~:r:r~n!!d 

1 fi h. l . h apportion 1:ac 1 town. x 1s sa ary, apport10n t e amounts amounts to 

thereof to be paid by the several towns, which ~!c\>i~~w1'l. 
amounts shall be certified to the treasurers of said 
towns respectively; provided that the amounts so 
certified shall be in proportion to the amount of ser-
vice performed jn the several towns. They shall -choose by 

. l . ballot a super-
choose by ballot a supermtendent of schoo s, m Intendent, ~ 

. . . of schools. 
which choice the committee of each town shall have 
a vote proportional to the town's share of the expen-
diture for the superintendent's salary. 

III. ·whenever the chairman and secretary of Amount to be 
raised by 

said joint committee shall certify under oath to the towns. 

state superintendent of public schools, (the form of 

**Chapter 296, Public Laws of 18~7. 

3 
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certificate to be determined by said state superin
tendent,) in accordance with the provisions of this 
act, that a union has been effected as herein pro
vided, that the towns unitedly have raised by tax
ation a sum not less than five hundred dollars for the 
support of a superintendent of schools, and that 
under the provision of this act a superintendent of 
schools has been employed for one year, then, upon 
the approval of said certificate by the state superin
tendent of public schools, and the presentation there
of to the governor and council, a warrant shall be 
dravm upon the treasurer of the state for the pay
ment to the treasurers of the several towns of a sum 
equal to one-half the amount expended for superin
tendence by each of the several towns comprising 
the union, provided that not more than two hundred 
and fifty dollars shall be paid to any one town or 
more than seven hundred and fifty dollars to all the 
towns comprising any union. 

IV. The towns uniting for the purpose of em
ploying a superintendent of schools, shall appropriate 
for his salary their proportion of the sum paid said 
superintendent; and the amount to be paid by each 
town shall be determined by dividing the entire sum 
expended for superintendence among the towns 
comprising the union in the proportion of the ser
vice performed in each town. 

V. Persons employed to serve as superintendents 
of schools under this act shall hold state certificates 
under the act of eighteen hundred and ninety-five, 
providing for the state examination of teachers, and 
shall devote their entire time to superintendence. 

VI. The powers and duties of superintendents 
elected under this act shall be the same as those pre
scribed for town superintendents in chapter eleven, 
section eighty-seven of the public laws of the state 
of ~faine. 

VII. No town shall receive state aid under this 
act tmlc>ss its appropriation and expenditure for 
superintendence have been exclusive of the amount 
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required by law for common school purposes. If 
any part i1f the money raised by the towns or union 
of towns, er paid to them by the state for superin
tenrlence, is expended for any other purposes than 
those provided for in this act, then each person so 
misappropriating said money shall forfeit double the 
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· 1· d b d · · f -penalty for sum so m1sapp 1e , to e recovere . m an action o misappro-

-debt, in the name. and to the use of the town, by any priation. 

inhabitant thereof; and no town or union of towns 
shall receive further aid under this act until the 
amount so misapplied has been raised and expended 
for superintendence by such town or union of towns. 

t TE:ACHERS, CONVENTIONS. 

I. Vihenever not less than thirty of the teachers Tei:icher!'l, 

d h 1 ffi f 
may organize 

an sc oo o cers o any county shall have formed to hold . 
. . d l f d conventions. cm association tm er n1 es o government approve 

by the state superintendent of public schools, for 
the purpose of mutual improvement in the science 
and art of teaching, and of creating popular interest 
in, and diffusing a knowledge of the best methods of 
improving our public school system, by the holding 
.of convc>ntions at least once every year under the 
supervision of the state superintendent, the state shall 
<lefray the necessary expenses attending the holding 
-0f such conventions, for which purpose the sum of -stflte, to 

defray 
one thousand dollars is hereby annually appro- expenses. 

priated, to be deducted and set aside therefor by the 
treasurer of state from the annual school-fund of the 
state; prm•ided, hm.vever, that no more than two such . -prov1so . 

. associations shall be formed in any county, and that 
the expenses as aforesaid of no more than two con
ventions of any such association in any year shall be 
defrayed hy the state. 

II. Teachers of public schools are hereby author- TeRche_rs, 
authorized 

izecl to suspend their schools for not more than t\'-"O to suspend 
• . schools and 

days in any year during the sessions of such con- attend. 

·ventions within their counties, unless otherwise 
directed in writing by the school officers, and attend 

t Chapter 273, Public Laws of 1885, as amended by chapter 283, Pub 
.lie Laws of 1893. 
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said conventions without forfeiture of pay for the 
time of snch attendance, provided they shall present 
to the officers employing them, certificates signed 
by the secretaries of such conventions and counter
signed by the state superintendent of public schools, 
showing such attendance. 

III. The governor and council are hereby au
thorized to draw ,varrants on the treasurer of state 
for the payment qf bills for the expenses herein 
provided for, ·when such bills shall have been 
approved by the state superintendent of public 
schools; pro'vided) howeve1r) that no bills shall be so 

paid except those for advertising such conventions, 
and for actual traveling expenses of speakers and 
lecturers not residing in the counties in which such 
conventions are held. 

J 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

Three normal Sect. 107. The northern normal school at Farm
scbools, 
whtre ington, the eastern normal school at Castine, and 
locatell. 

the western normal school at Gorham, shall be con-
ducted for the purposes and upon the principle& 
herein set forth. 

Theirobjects. I. They shall be thoroughly devoted to the train
ing of teachers for their professional labors. 

Christianity 
and morality 
to be taught. 

Principals of 
normal 
schools or 

n. The cours,e of study shall include the com
mon English branches in thorough reviews, ancl 
such of the higher branches as are especially adapted 
to prepare teachers to cortduct the mental, moral and 
physical education of their pupils. 

III. The art of school management, including 
the best methods of government and instruction,. 
shall have a prominent place in the daily exercise of 
said schools. 

IV. Sai<l schools, while teaching the fundamental 
truths of Christianity, and the great principles of 
morality, recognized by law, shall be free from all 
denominational teachings, and open to persons of 
different religious connections on terms of equality. 

V. The principles of the normal schools and of 
all other schools in which normal departments are· 
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supported, wholly or in part, by the state, shall keep normal de-. 
. . . h partments m 

a register contammg t e names of all students enter- other schools, 
. required to 
mg such schools or departments, the date of enter- forwa!d to 
• . . supermtend-
mg and leavmg, their ages, number of days atten- ent statistics 

of students 
dance, the length of the term, a list of text-books therein; and 

the informa-
used, and all other information required in the tion to be laid 

. before the 
blanks furmshed by the state superintendent. Such legislature. 

register and blanks shall be returned to said superin-
tendent by the first day of each December, and the 
information so furnished shall appear in his annual 
report, for the use of the legislature. 

Sect. ro8. The course of study shall occupy two Course of 
. h . bl . d . h h f stuctv, years wit smta e vacations; an wit t e terms o arraii~ed by 

d · · h 11 b d b 'd · supenn-a miss10n s a e arrange y sai supermtendent, tendent. 

subject to the approval of the governor and council. -trustees, 
may extend 

The trustees may arrange for a course of study, 1t. 

occupying three or four years, for such students as 
may elect to pnrsue the same. 

Sect. 109. Anv student who completes the course Diplomas, 
·· provided for. 

of study prescribed, and otherwise complies with the 
regulations of the school, shall receive a diploma 
certifying the same. 

Sect. I IO. Applicants for admission shall be six- Applicants 
. . for admis-

teen years of age 1f females, and seventeen 1f males sion, qualifi-

d h 1 . "f h . . . b h cations of. an s aJ s1gm y t e'lr mtent10n to ecome teac ers 
and come under obligation to teach in this state for 
at least one year, and if they receive a diploma, two 
years after they have graduated; on these conditions -tuition. 

shall be received without charge for tuition; but each 
pupil shall pay one dollar and fifty cents for inci-
dental expenses of the school. 

Sect. r IT. Said schools are under the direction of Trustees of 

h h 11 b 
normal 

a board of seven trustees, five of w om s a e schools, 
. b l . h h d . d appointment appomted y t 1e governor wit t e a vice an con- of, etc. 

sent of the council, for not mor~ than three years 
-term. 

under one appointment; and the governor and super-
intendent of public schools are, by virtue of their 
office, members of the board. Each of the trustees -compensa-

tion. 
appointed by the governor shall receive ten cents 
a mile for actual travel each way, and two dollars a dJt1~e~:_and 

day for his services when employed. Said board 



SCHOOL LAWS OF MAINE. 

has charge of the general interests of said schools; 
shall see that the affairs thereof are conducted as 
required by law and by such by-laws as the board 

-report of. adopts: employ teachers and lecturers for the same; 
and annualiy on the first day of December lay before 
the governor and council for the information of the 
legislature, a financial sitatement, furnishing an accu
rate detailed account of the receipts and expendi
tures for the school year preceding. 

Annual *Sect. r 12. For support of the three normal 
ti~~rgf$1tooo. schoolsJ and the Madawaska Tmining School, thirty 

one thomand dollars is annually appropriated, to 
be expended under the direction of said trustees, 
which sum tr,e treasurer of state shall deduct for 

-treasurer, to . . 
detluct same said purpose from anv school-money ra1sed for the 
from school - • 
moneys. support of ,common schools. The governor and 
-governor, council may, from time to time, as they think proper, 
etc., may 
draw war- draw warrants therefor on said treasurer in favor of 
rants in favor . 
of trustees. said trustees. 

PEN AL PROVISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

Forfeitures, Sect. r 13. Forfeitures under this chapter, not 
how recov-
ered and otherwise provided for, mav be recovered by indict-
appropriated. . . • 

-penalty of 
town for 
neglect to 
expend 
money. 

Penalty for 
disturbing 
schools. 

ment, and shall be paid mto the treasury of the town 
where they occurred, for the support of schools 
therein, in addition to the amount required by law to 
be raised; but the costs of prosecution shall be paid 
into the county treasury; any town neglecting for 
one year, so to expend such money, forfeits an equal 
sum to any person suing therefor in an action of 
debt. 

Sect. r 14. \Vhoever, whether a scholar or not, 
enters any schoolhouse or other place of instruction, 
during or out of school hours, while the teacher or 
any pupil is present, and wilfully interrupts or dis
turbs the teacher or pupils hy loud speaking, rude or 
indecent behavior, signs or gestures; or wilfullv in
terrupts a school by prowling about the building, 
m~king noises, throwing mis,siles at the schoolhouse, 
or in any way disturbing the school, forfeits not less 

* As amended by chapter 37, Public Laws of 1891. 
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than two nor more than twenty dollars, to be recov
ered as aforesaid, or on complaint. 

*Sect. I I 5. If a minor injures or aids in injuring Paren~s or 

h 11 b 'Id' . guarfllans, any sc oo 1ot1se, out m mgs, utensils or appurte- liable. 

nances belonging thereto; defaces the walls, benches, 
seats, or other parts of said buildings by marks, cuts 
or otherwise: or injures or destroys any school prop-
erty belonging to a town, such town by the truant 
officer thereof, or any one of them, may recover of 
his parent or guardian, in an action of debt, double 
the damage occasioned thereby. 
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iSect. I 16. Whoever defaces the walls, benches, Penalty, for 
defacing 

seats, blackboards, or other parts of any schoolhouse schoolhouses, 
. . . outbuildings, 

or outbmldmgs belongmg thereto by obscene pie- etc. 

tures, language, marks or descriptions, shall be fined 
not exceeding ten dollars, on complaint made with-
in one year. 

STA'fE SCHOOL-FUNDS. 

Sect. I 17. The treasurer of state shall keep a Permanent 
. school-fund. 

separr~te account of all moneys received from sales of 
lands appropriated for the support of schools or from 
notes taken therefor, and of any other moneys ap
propriated for the same purpose and such sum 
shall constitute a permanent school-fund, which may 
be put at interest as the legislature directs. A sum 
equal to six per cent of the amount of such fund, and 
all money received by the state from the tax on 
banks, together with one-half the amount of the an-
nnal tax paid by savings banks shall be annually ap
propriated to the support of common schools, and 
distributed among the several towns according to 
the numher of children therein between four and 
twenty-one years of age. 

Sect. I 18. The treasurer shall, immediatelv after Treasu~er to 
• apportion 

the first clay of July, apportion to the towns all state school-funds. 

school-funds for the year, according to the list of 
children furnished by the superintendent of public 
schools, as provided in section one hundred and six. 

* Aa amended by chapteS 20~, Public LRws of 1893. 
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-basis, when The number of such children belonging to a town 
returns are 
not received. from which either the school committee or the munic-

-not to be 
paid until 
return is 
made. 

Mill tax for 
support of 
schools. 

ipal authorities have failed to make the returns re
qnired by law, shall be reckoned by takingthe number 
used as a basis of the last apportionment, and deduct
ing all such children set off to other town's, or incor
porated into a new town within a year, and one-tenth 
of the remainder, and the residue shall be the basis of 
the new apportionment. Immediately aftermaking the 
apportionments, the treasurer shall notify each town 
of its proportion; which shall not be paid to any town 
until its return is made to the superintendent of pub
lic schools nor so long as any state tax assessed 
upon such town remains unpaid. 

Sect. I IC). A tax or one mill on a dollar shall an
nually be assessed upon all the property in the state 
according to the valuation thereof, and shall be 
known as the mill tax for the support of common 
schools. 

How assessed Sect. 120. This tax shall be assessed and col-
and collected. . 

lectecl m the same manner as other state taxes, and 
be paid into the state treasury and designated as the 
school mill fund. 

To be distrib- Sect. I2I. This fund shall be distributed by the 
uted in Janu- f h fi d T ary annually. treasurer o state on t e rst ay of . anuary, an-

nually, to the several cities, towns and plantations 
according to number of children therein, as the same 
sha11 appear from the official return made to the 
state superintendent for the preceding year. 

Any portion Sect. 122. All of the school mill fund not distrib--
unexpended d l l . h fi . 
to be added ' nte or cxpendec c nrmg t e nanc1al year shall at 
to permanent . 
school-fund. its close be added to the permanent school-fund. 

Presidents ()f 
colleges, ten
ure of office. 

Fees for 
degrees con
ferred. 

PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 

Sect. 123. Presidents of colleges are removable 
at the pleasure of the trustees and overseers, whose 
concurrence is necessary for their election. 

Sect. I 24. No officer of a college shall receive as 
perquisites any fees for a diploma or medical degree 
conferred by such college, but such fees shall be paid 
into the college treasury. 
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'Sect. 12~. If an innholder, confectioner, or keeper Innholders, 
-· ~ . stable keep-

•of a shop, boarding-house, or livery stable, gives er~ and cer-
. . - . . tam others, 

crecht for food, dnnk, or horse or carnage hire to not t_o giye 
credit to 

·any pupil of a college or literary institution in viola- students. 

tion of its rules, or without the consent of its presi-
,dent e>r other officer authorized thereto by its 
·government~ he forfeits a sum equal to the 
:amount so credited, whether it has been paid or not, 
·to be recovered in an action of debt by the trea_surer 
•of such institution; half to its use, and half to the 
·town where it is located; and no person shall be 
]icensed by the municipal officers for any of said em
ployments. if it appears that within the preceding 
year he had given credit contrary to the provisions 
'.hereof. 

SCHOOL t,OR THE BLIND. 

*Sect. 126. Upon the request of the parents or Governor and 

d. l . h h l f council, may ·guar 1,ans, t 1e governor may, wit t e approva o send to 

1 ·1 d 1 bl' d h'ld h d Perkins In-t 1e cotmc1 .•sen_ sue 1 m c 1 ren as e may eem stitnte, south 

fi b . f :l . f d' Boston, Mass. t su J ects or ec ucat10n, or a term not exoee mg 
·ten years, and thereafter in the discretion of the gov-
·ernor and council, in the case of any pupil, to the 
Perkins Institute for the Blind at South Boston, 
Massachusetts. In the ex,ercise of the discretionary 
power conferred by this act, no distinction shall be 
made on account of the wealth or poverty of the 
parents or guardians of such children. No such 
pupil shall be withdrawn from such institution except 
with the consent of the proper authorities thereof or 
of the governor; and the sums necessary for the sup-
port and instruction of such pupils in such institu-
tion, inclnding all traveling expenses of such pupils 
attending such institution shall be paid by the state; 
provided, however, that nothing herein contained 
5hall be held to prevent the voluntary payment 
of the whole or any part of such sums by the parents 
or guardians of such pupils. 

"'As amended by Uhapter 2, Public Laws of 1899. 
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holidays. 

Superin
tendent shall 
not be a 
member of 
committee 

-towns may 
elect super
intendent. 
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t LEGAL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS IN MAINE. 

The following days, recognized as legal holidavs
by the laws of the state of Maine, shall be observed 
as school h0lidays, namely: New Year's day, Jan
uary one; \Vashington's birthday, February twenty-
1 wo; Memorial day, l\fay 30; Independence day,. 
July four; Labor, holiday, first Monday in Septem
ber; Christmas day, December twenty-five; Thanks
giving, Fast and Arbor days, as appointea. by the 
governor and council. Provided, however, that 
Arbor ddy shall not he recognized as a school hol
iday, unless observed by teacher and pupils for the
purpose for which it is designated by the governor 
and council. All teachers of public schools in this. 
state may dose their schools on the days mentioned 
in this act and draw pay the same as if their schools 
had been in session upon those days. 

Sections 127 and 128. (Repealed by chapter 203,_ 

Public Laws of 1893). 
*Sect. 129. The management of the schools and· 

the custody and care including repairs and insur
ance on school-bnildings, and of all school property 
in every town, shall devolve upon a superintending · 
school committee which shall annually elect a su
perintendent of schools who shall not be a member 
of the committee, who shall be ex-officio secretary of 
the committee: but any town may elect a superin
tendent of schools by ballot at the regular town 
meeting. 

* ALL EDUCATIONAI, INSTITUTIONS RECEIVING STA'l']t. 

AID SHALL REPORT 'I'O STAT'E SUPERINTENDENT. 

E d 
I. Everv educational institution receiving state very e uca- • 

t~onal in~t~tu- aid shall report to the state superintendent of public t1on rece1v1ng ' - ~ 
8tate aid shall schools the total and average attendanoe receipts report to • , ' 
f~f!~J~~t- and expenditures, number of instructors, number 

and length of terms, with attendance for each, and 

t Chapter 202, Public Laws of 1901. 
* Chapter 246, Public Laws of 1897. 
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answer such other questions as he shall determine, 
and the same shall be published in his annual report. 

II. Every such educational institution failing to 
comply with the above requirements shall forfeit 
whatever aid or assistance it would otherwise receive 
from the state. 

t MANUAI, TRAINING SCHOOLS. 

I. Ci6es and towns may raise and appropriate 
money for the support of manual training schools in 
addition to the sum they raise for the support of 
public schools. 

II. Said manual training schools shall admit such 
persons between the ag,e of six and twenty-one years, 
and shall give such courses of instruction as the local 
school board may determine. 

III. Said manual training schools shall be under 
the control, direction and supervision of local school 
boards. 

IV. Pupils in said schools shall be subject to the 
same conditions, rules and regulations as are pro
vided for public schools. 

V. Cities and towns may receive gifts and be
quests for the use, maintenance and support of 
manual training schools. 

* INDUSTRIAI, SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 
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. The board of trustees of said school shall have all Duties and 

the powers as to the person, property, earnings and ~rt~·~:fe~ss. 

education of every girl committed to the charge of 
said trustees, during the term of her commitment, 
which a guardian has as to his ward, and all powers 
which parents have over their children. At the 
discretion of said hoard, any such girl, during her 
commitment, mav be kept at said school, or intrusted 

· . -may bind to 
to the care of any smtable person and may be re- s1:rvice any 

. girl com-
qmred to work for such person, or may be bound mit~ed to 

. . . then· charge. 
by deed of indenture to service or apprenticeship for 
a period not exceeding the term of her commitment, 

t Chapter 234, Public Laws of 1901. 
*Chapter 237, Public Laws of 1901. 
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on such conditions as said board may deem reason
able and proper. Such indenture shall specify the 
conditions, and shall require the person to whom 
such girl is bound, to report to said board as often 
as once in thre:e months the conduct and behavior 
of such girl and whether she remains under such 
master or mistress, and if not, where she is. Said 
trustees shall take care that the terms of such inden
ture are fulfilled, and the girl well treated, and if 
they believe that by reason of her misconduct, 
vicious inclinations or surroundings, she is in danger 
of falling into habits of vice or immorality, or that 

-may cancel l lf . . . •1 d h l 
inde~ture for 1er we are 1s m any way 1mpen e , t ey may cance 
certam f . . 
reasons. such indenLUre and resume charge o such girl with 

Penalty for 
aiding in any 
way the 
escane of 
any girl. 

the same pov.rers as before the indenture was made. 
· The powers of said board with r,espect to any girl 
intrusted, as herein provided, to the care of a suitable 
person are not affected thereby, nor by her being 
bound to service or apprenticeship, except as ex
pressed in the bond of indenture. Said trustees, 
master or mistress and apprentice, shall have all the 
rights and be subject to all the duties and penalties 
provided in case of children apprenticed by overseers 
of the poor. Any member of said board may 
execute such indenture deed in behalf of the board 
if authorized by a vote of said board. Said board 
may,, by vote in any case, or by a general by-law, 
authorize a member or committee of said board, or 
the principal of said school to in:trust said girls to 
the care and service of a suitable person or persons 
without indenture, to see to their welfare during such 
service and to require their return to said school at 
discretion. 

·whoever advises, induces, aids or abets any girl 
committed to the charge or guardianship of said 
trustees to escape from the school, or from the cus
tody of any person to whom such girl has been 
bound or intrnsted by said trustees or by their 
authority, or knowingly harbors or secretes any girl 
who has escaped from said school, or from the 
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custody, authority or control of said trustees, or from 
any person to·' whom such girl has been bound or 
Intrusted hy said trustees or by their authority, or 
elopes with any such girl, or without the consent 
of said trnstees marries any such girl during the 
term of her commitment, shall be fined not more 
than qne hnndred, nor less than fifty dollars, or be 
imprisoned not exceeding six months; and any girl 
who has so escaped may be arrested and detained, 
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without warrant, by any officer authorized to serve -officer may 
. . l f bl . bl arrest and cnmma precepts, or a reasona e time to ena e hold without 

h · · l • I wanant. t e pnnc1pa. or a trustee of sa1d schoo , or a person 
authorized in writing by such principal or trustee 
and provided with the mittimus by which such girl 
was committed, or a certified copy thereof, to take 
such girl fo:r the purpose of returning her to said 
school· but durinrr such detention she shall not be -shall not 

' i::, commit to 
committed to jail, and the officer arresting her shall jail. 

be paid by the state a reasonable compensation for 
her arrest and keeping.' 

* S'I'A'I'E AID 'ro ACADBMIES, SEMINARIES AND 

INS'I'ITU'I'ES. 

I. ·whenever it shall be made to appear to the Academies 

d .1 f d h . and semin-governor an counc1 , rom returns n1a e as erem !1raries ~iving 
"d d h · d d . mstruct1on prov1 e , t at any incorporate aca emy, seminary equiv~lent t@ 

. . . h . d . . . that given by or institute int e state 1s prepare to give instruction high schools, 
. l h . d b l b . . f entitled to eqmv::i, ent to t at rcqmre y aw to e given m ree annual sti-

h. h h I h h ·1 d" h .dpendof$500 ,1g_ sc .oo s, t at t e pup1 s atten mg t e sat from the 

d . . . l"fi d State. aica emy, sem111ary or mstltute are qua 1 e to re-
ceive such insrtruction, and that the teachers in the 
said academy, seminary or institut,e have the quali
fications fitting them to give instruction in secondary 
school studies, such academy, seminary or institute 
shall be entitled to receive annually from the state 
a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars in case 
it maintains an English secondary school course of 
study as prescribed by the educational department 
of the state, and has an average attendance from 

*Chapter 148, Public Laws of 1901. 
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towns and cities other than the municipality or 
jurisdiction in which said academy, seminary or 
institute is located of at least ten students, or a sum 
not exceeding sev~n hundred and fifty dollars in 
c-ase it maintains in addition to an English course, 
a colleg:e preparatory course, and has an average 
attendance from towns and cities other than the 
munic:pality or jurisdiction in which said academy, 
semimiry or institute is located of at least twenty 
students, or a sum not exceeding one thousand 
dollars in case it maintains an English course, a col
lege preparatory course and a training course for 
teachers. and has an average attendance from towns 
and cities other than the municipality or jurisdiction 
in which said cicademy, seminary or institute is 
located of at least forty students; provided, the 
courses of study herein named shall be subject to 

-;;
0
a~~;o~e~r the approval of the educational department of the 

fi~~~1ui~part- state; and provided, that the amount paid by the 
ment. d · · · 1 state to any aca -emy, semmary or mstltute unc er 

-amount 
paid shall 
not exceed 
the total 
income of 
institution. 

-every insti
tution shall 
provide 
instruction 
not less than 
30 weeks in 
each year. 

How pay. 
men ts shall 
be made. 

this act shall be expended by the said academy, 
seminary or institute for instruction during the 
year for which payment is made, and shall not ex
ceed the total income of the said academy, seminary 
or institute from all other sources; and provided 
further, that in addition to the amount received from 
the state, a sum equal thereto shall be expended for 
instruction and maintenance of the academy, sem
inary or institute during said year; and pro
vided further, that every academy, seminary or 
mstitute receiving money from the state under 
this act shall provide instruction as contem
plated by this act for not les,s than thirty weeks 
in each year: and provided further, that no academy, 
seminary or institute shall be credited with main
taining a course of study under this act· unless the 
~·.aid academy, seminary or institute shall have an 
average of not less than twelve students in said 
course. 

II. The treasurer of state is hereby authorized
and directed to pay annually to the legal represent-
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.atives of such acz..demies, seminaries or institutes as 
shall he entitled to receive money from the state 
under this act at the times and in the manner 
provided hy law for the payment of money in aid of 
free high schools, the amounts to which they shall 
be severally entitled under this act; provided, that -proviso. 

no payment shall be made to any academy, seminary 
or institute until the state educational department 
shall have certified to the treasurer of state all the 
facts which by this act are made necessary to entitle 
.an academy, seminary or institute to receive money 
from the state under this act. 
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III. Any town or precinct providing free tuition Towns nro-
. . . viding free 

for its high school scholars m any academy, sem- tuiti?n sl~an 
. . . h ll . 'd h receive a1cl uiary or mstitute, s a receive state a1 to t e from the 

state. 
amount of one half the sum expended for such 
instruction, provided, no town shall receive to ex
ceed two hundred and fifty dollars in any given 
year; and provided further, that no town shall re- -proviso. 

ceive state aid under this act if a free high school 
of staP.dard grade is maintained in said town. 

IV. No academy, seminary or institute shail g~~\~~~~:~
receive state aid nnder this act unless incorporated pg~Pti~0 S!f°r 
prior to the date of approval of said act. ~fi!t1i~e~~\ve 

V. No academy, seminary or institute shall re- airL 
• "d d h' Shall not ce1 ve state a1 un, er t 1s act unless the average receive aid 

tt d . 'd d . . . unless a en ance 111 sa1 aca emy, semmary or 111st1tute atten<lance 

f h d . h 1·1 d h' exceeds 30 or t e year prece mg s a excee t irty students, stu<lents. 

and no academy, seminary or institute shall receive 
to exceed five hundred dollars unless the average 
attendance in said academy, seminary or institute 
for the year preceding shall exceed sixty students. 

VI. No academy, seminary or institute shall WlH'n income 

receive state aid under this act if said academy, sem- ~~:cf1e1;
1it•600 

inary or institute has an annual income from receive aid. 

invested funds exceeding sixteen hundred dollars, 
and no academy, seminary or institute shall receive 
state aid to exceed five hundred dollars in any given 
year provided the said academy, seminary or insti-
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tute has an -annual income from invested funds·. 
exceeding one thousand dollars. 

VII. The officers and teachers of every academy,.. 
seminary or institute receiving money from the state 
under this act shall annually on or before the first 
day of January in each year render to the edu
cational department an itemized account of all the 
moneys received and expended during the pre
ceding year and shall make such further report to 
the state educational department as may from time 
to time be required. 

* FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

I. The state librarian is hereby authorized and 
directed to donate from the Maine state library to 
any town having no free public library owned or 
controlled by the town, books purchased for that 
purpose, not exceeding fifty per cenrt in value the 
books and documents purchased by said town for 
the purpose of founding a free public library therein; 
said donation in no case to exceed one hundred 
dollars. 

II. Any town is hereby authorized to raise and 
:~~;l lr~e appropriate annually a sum of money, not exceeding 
~se 0 ! ~i~rary the leo-al limit heretofore established ( two dollars for 1n ad101nmg o · · , ' 

town. each ratable pollJ for the purpose of securing to 

Adjacent 
towns may 
unite in 
establishing 
free library. 

its inhabitants the free use of a library located in an 
adjoining town, and shall be entitled to receive from 
the state treasurer a sum equal to ten per cent of 
the amount so raised, appropriated and expended. 
yearly. 

III. Two or more adjacent towns may unite in 
ef.tablishing and maintaining a free public library 
with branches thereof in each town for the free use 
of all the -inhabitants of said towns, and may each 
raise and appropriate for that purpose annually a 
sum not exceeding the legal limit heretofore estab
lished for maintaining free libraries and such towns 

*Chapter 242, Public Laws of 1893, as amended by chapter 176 of 
Public Laws of 1901. 
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shall be subject to all the duties and entitled to all 
the benefits established by the laws now in force 
concerning free libraries. 
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IV. Anv town or city in which there is a library Fre_e li~rary 
• • main tamed 

owned or controlled by a corporation or association by an associa· 
' ' tion receiving 

may appropriate a sum not exceeding one dollar for aid s~1a11 be 
~ considered a 

each of its ratable polls in the year next preceding, P
1

_ubblic 
1 rary. 

to procure from such library the free use of its 
books for all the inhabitants of the town or city, 
under such restrictions and regul'ations, as shall 
insure the safety and good usage of the books; and 
such library shall then be considered a free public 
library within the meaning of this act, and said town 
or city shall be entitled to the benefits of the pre
ceding section, provided that any books and doc
uments purchased with said stipend, and all books 
and documents donated hy the state, shall be and 
t emain the property of said municipality. 

* 'fH.AVELING LIBRARIES. 

I. On the application of the officers of any free Books may be 

1.b · h. 1 f . . loanefl to free 
1 rary wit m t 1e state, or o any association com- l~brary asso-

d f fi ·c1· . . ciat10ns upon pose o ve or more persons rest mg m a town m payment of 

h 
. . charges for 

t e state dest1tute of a free library, and upon the t:anspo1·ta-
. . t1on. 

payment 111 advance by said free library or asso-
ciation to the state librarian of five cents per volume 
to cover express and other charges, the state libra-
rian may, from books selected and kept for the 
purpose, loan to such library or association for a 
period not longer in duration than six months, not 
exceeding fifty volumes at any one time. Books so -condition 

loaned are under such rules as the library com- upon which , books may be 
rnissioners of the state may prescribe, to be in turn loanert. 

loaned free of charge to the patrons of such free 
library or to the citizens of the town where such 
association is located. 

II. The state librarian shall be, ex-officio, a mem- state 

b f h ·b · · cl 1 f librarian er o t e lt rary comm1ss1on an secretary t 1ereo . shall be a 

*Chapter 22, Public Laws of 1899, as amended by chapter 180, 
Public Laws of H/01. 

4 
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It shall be his duty to pnrchase the books selected by 
the library commissioners for traveling libraries, 
cause the same to be properly catalogued and placed 
in proper cases for transportation and use, keep 
accurate accounts of all matters relating to the 
expenditures of money, the transportation of libra
ries and such other statistics as the commis
sioners n~ay require. Said secretary shall receive, as 
and in full compensation for his services and to 
cover the cost of derical labor and the necessary 
expenses of his office, such sum, not exceeding three 
hundred dollars per annum, as the governor and 
council may determine. 

t S'l'ATE FI,AG. 

The state flag is hereby declared to be buff,. 
charged with the emblem of the state, a pine tree 
proper, in the center, and the polar star, a mullet 
of five points, in blue in the upper corner; the star 
to be equidistant from the hoist and the upper 
border of the flag, the distance from the two borders 
to the center of the star being equal to about one
fourth 0£ the hoist, this distance and the size of the 
star being proportionate to the size of the flag. 

t Chapter 233, Public Laws of 1901. 



INDEX TO LAWS. 

DUTIES OF TOWNS. 

SECTION I. School districts abolished. Exceptions in case of districts 
organized with special powers by acts of legislature. 
Provisions in snch cases for sharing school funds. Cor
porate powers necessary for meeting liabilities and enforc
ing rights, continued. 

2. Towns to take possession of schoolhouses and other prop
erty. Appraisal thereof to be made. Tax therefor to be 
assessed and remittance to be made to tax payers of dis
tricts. Procedure in case of districts comprising parts of 
two or more towns . 

.3. No schools abolished or location thereof changed except by 
vote of town and on recommendation of school commit
tee. School committees may suspend small schools, but 
all schools having less than an average of eight scholars 
are :'Uspended unless continued by vote of town. Super
intendents must furnish conveyance to all scholars when 
necessary. 

4. Schools to be of same length and not less than twenty weeks 
per year. Penalty for failure thus to maintain. 

5. Union schools may be maintained by adjoining towns. 
Manner of support. l\fanagement. 

6. Towns to raise money for support of schools. Forfeiture 
for neglect. 

7. School-fund and mill tax withheld from delinquent towns. 
8. Towns shall provide school-books for both common and 

high schools and shall not pay for repairs, insurance, 
apparatus, &c., out of schoo!.-fund. 

9. School committees shall provide for the Qistributi©n and 
preservation of school-hooks. 

10. Parent or guardian to he taxed for books, &c., lost or 
damaged. 

II. Cities or towns may insl:rnct in industrial or mechanical 
drawing, and raise money for evening schools. 

13. Certificate to be retnrned 1.-iy municipal officers to state 
superintendent. 
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SECT. 14. Superintendent to furnish blanks to municipal officers. 
17. No school-money to be paid except on written order of 

municipal officers. 
r8. Towns to choose superintending school committee of three. 

Vacancies, how filled. Eligibility. 
20. Penalty for towns failing to r::hoose committee. 
2r. Right to attend school defined. Scholars at light stations 

provided for. Towns may make by-laws concerning tru
ants, &c., to be approved by judge of supreme court. 
Penalty for breach thereof. 

22. 

23. 

:24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

JI. 

3;, . -· 
..,.., 
.),)• 

34. 

35. 

Shall appoint persons to make complaints of violation of 
by-laws. 

Truant children may be placed in suitable institutions. 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

Children between seven and fourteen years of age required 
to attend some public dc1y school during the time such 
school is in session. 

Cities and towns must elect truant officers. Duties. Pen
alties for neglect. Superintending school committee may 
supply vacancies. 

Habitual truant defined. How punished. Persons encour
aging truancy, how punished. Habitual truants may be 
sent to Reform School or Industrial School. 

Jurisdiction of oflicers. 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

State aid extended to towns maintaining free high schools. 
Conditions. Amount. 

A town may establish two free high schools. Adjoining 
towns or one or more precincts may establish one. Gifts 
and bequests to be faithfully expended. 

Location, &c., of free high schools. How supplied and 
furnished . 

Course of study. Requirements for admission. Out of 
town pupils to pay for tuition. 

Free high schools subject to school laws, and school com
mittee. Exceptions. 

Towm may raise money to support free high schools . 
A town may employ an academy or free high school in 

another town, for that purpose. 
Superintending schooi committee or committees to make 

annual returns. State superintendent to certify amount 
to which town is entitled. Appeal to governor and coun
cil. Penalty for cheating state. 

36. Trustees of academies, &c., may surrender property to town 
for free high school. 
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SECT. 37. Property, how conveyed. 
38. Income of property, how applied. Qualification of pupils, 

how determined. 
39. Non-residents to pay tuition. 

SCHOOLHOUSES, LOCATION AND ERECTION OF. 

56. Location of schoolhouses determined by vote of town. 
57. Proceedings when owner of lot selected for schoolhouse 

refuses to sell. Land to revert to owner in case of dis
continuance. 

58. Owner o.f land aggrieved may have the matter tried by a 
jury. Costs, by whom paid. 

59. Erroneous location of schoolhouse lots re-established and 
made valid. Proceedings for re-appraisement. 

60. Select.men to give notice in writing to all parties interested. 
6r. How sum appraised shall be assessed and collected. 

· 62. Any tender thereon' to be allowed toward payment. 
63. Land owners may appeal. 
64. Improvements to inure to town making them. 
65. Legality of schoolhonse tax not affected by error in location 

of lot. 
66. Plan for erection or reconstruction of schoolhouse, to be 

approved by superintending school committee. 

!'OWERS AND DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND 

SUPERINTENDENTS. 

85. Supe:nntending school committee to be sworn. 
86. Snperintending school committee first chosen, to determine 

term of office by lot. Vacancies, how filled. No member 
of school committee may teach in his town. 

87. Duties of superintending school committe.es. What consti
tute a school week and month. Shall elect superintendent. 
Duties of superintendent. 

88. S~1perintendents shall make annual statement. Particulars. 
To make returns to state superintendent of public schools. 

92. Compensation of superintenrling school committees and sup
erintendents. 

DUTl:':S AND QUA;.JFICATIONS OF INSTRUCTORS. 

96. Teachers to keep school register. Not to be paid till reg
ister is completed. 

97. Instructors of college and other institutions of learning to 
inculcate morality, justice and patriotism. 

98. Forfeiture for teaching without certificate. No certificate 
valid for more than one year. Proviso. 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS. 

99. Plantations have same powers and liabilities as towns. 
Authorized to raise money. 

roo. Schooling of children in unorganized townships. 
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STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

SECT. 102. State superintendent of public schools, appointment and term 
of office. 

103. To have an office at the capital. 
ro4. Duties of superintendent. 
105. Superintendent to prepare and forward blanks for returns 

of schools. 
106. Superintendent to notify delinquent school committees, and 

to return to state treasurer number of children .between 
four and twenty-one years of age. 

Union of towns for employment of superintendent of 
schools. 

Teachers' conventions. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

107. Normal schools at Farmington, Castine and Gorham to 
remain as established. Purposes for and principles upon 
which they shall be conducted. 

ro8. Course of study, how arranged. 
109. Diploma, to whom awarded. 
rro. Applicants for admission, qualifications of, to pay $r.50 per 

session. 
III. Governor, state superintendent and five others to constitute 

board of trustees. Term and compensation. Annual 
report to governor and council. 

II.:?. Annual appropriation of $31,000. 

PENAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

r 13. Forfeitures, how recovered and appropriated. Penalty of 
town for neglect to expend money as provided. 

114. Penalty for disturbing schools. 
115. Parents or guardians liable for injury to buiklings or other 

property by minors. 
116. Penalty for defacing schoolhouses, outbuildings, etc. 

STATE SCHOOL··FUNDS. 

r 17. Perm:ment school-fund and bank tax, how managed and 
appropriated. 

II8. Treasurer of state to apportion school-funds. Basis when 
returns not received. Not to be paid till return is made. 

rr9. Mill tax on all property in the state for support of common 
schools. 

120. How assessed and collected. 
121. To be distributed to towns, etc., annually on the first day 

of January. 
122. U nexpcnded balance to be added each year to permanent 

school-funcJ. 
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PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 

SECT. 123. Presidents of colleges removable at pleasure of appointing 
power. 

124. Graduation fees not perquisites 'of college officers, but pay
able into college treasury. 

125. Innholders, stablekeepers, &c., forbidden to give credit to 
students. 

SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND. 

SECT. 126. Governor and council may send blind children to Perkins 
Institute, South Boston, Mass. 

Legal school holidays. 
129. Committee shall have charge of repairs, insurance, &c. 

Superintendent shall not be member of committee. Towns 
may elect superintendent. 

PAGE 42. All educational institutions receiving state aid shall report 
to state superintendent. 

43. Manual training schools. 
43. Industrial school for girls. 
45. State aid to academies, seminaries and institutes. 
48. Free public libraries. 
49. Traveling libraries, 
50. State flag. 





APPENDIX. 

SUGGESTIONS, EXPLANATIONS AND FORMS. 

,:;uGGES1.'IONS AND EXPLANA'I'IONS. 

SEc'I'. 1. The provision, that "the corporate powers of every 
school district shall continue under this act •so far as the same 
may be necessary for the meeting of its liabilities and the enforc
ing of its rights," applies especially, to those cases where dis
tricts have, under provisions of section 81, chapter 11, Revised 
Statutes of 1883, borrowed money to erect schoolhouses, etc., 
payable in annual instalments. It continues in force, so far 
~s those cases are concerned, the provisions of section 83, hetre 
quoted: 

"Section 83. At each annual assessment of town taxes after 
such loan, 1the assessors of the town shall assess the amount of· 
the instalment and interest for that year, on the polls, and estates 
in the district, as if the district had voted to rai1se it, and it shall, 
in like manner, be collected and paid to the town treasurer, who 
shall pay each instalment and interest as it becomes due on 
demand of the o-wner of the security." 

SECT. 5. The requirement, that "every town shall make pro
vision for the maintenance of all its schools for not less than 
twenty weeks annuaLy," does not modify or amend the pro
viJsionis of section 6. The hvo sections taken together require 
every town to raise for common schools, annually, not less than 
the sum provided for in section 6, and enough more to maintain 
all its schools as required in section 5, if more be necessary. 

SEc'I'. 9 and ro. It is to be hoped and expected !that under 
the new sy,stem, the carelessness in the distribution and care 
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of text-books, which has prevailed in some towns, will cease. 
Now that the town owns and controls the schoolhouses, proper 
and safe receptacles should be put into every house in which to 
keep the books when not in use. Teachei:is should be held to 
strictly accountability for keeping proper registers or records of 
their distribution to and return by pupils. Parents should be 
strictly required to make good all unnecessary injury to or loss 
of books by, their children. All books, except in very excep
tional cases and then only by express permission of superin
tendent, should be given up by pupils at the end of every term. 
Books seriously defaced, or injured beyond ready repair, should 
be discarded from use, and new ones supplied. If proper rules 
be made by school boards for the management of these matters, 
.and those rules be strictly enforced, the almost criminal unsystem 
which has prevailed in certain towns, can be very easily cor
rected. 

SECT. 17. Under the new system, the school board or some 
member thereof authorized to do so, must avouch for or approve 
all bills, before the municipal officers can legally draw orders 
for their payment. In most cases the superintendent should be 
so authorized, or the superintendent in connection with one 
member of the subcommittee of the board under whose authority 
any particular bill has been contracted. 

SECT. 21. The provision of chapter 162, Public Laws of 
1893, herein incorporated, that, "the age of pupils aUoweld to 
attend the public schools of this state is hereby fixed between 
the ages of five. and twenty-one years of age,'' wias 11JOt intended 
to change and does not change the basis upon which state school
moneys are apportioned to towns. That basis continues to be as 
prescribed in section 1o6, "the number of children between four 
and twenty-o:J.e years of age," as they existed in each town on 
the first day of April preceding. The provision was intended 
only to fix definitely by statute, what no previous statute had 
fixed, the age at and during which all children should have an 
enforceable right to attend the public schools. 

SEcT. 33. When a free high ;chool precinct, formed in 
.accordance with section 7 of chapter 216, Public Laws of 1893, 
votes to raise money by taxation for either of the purposes 
named in this section, as it may by the terms of said section 7, 
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-such money may be assesse<l and collected in the maI1!111er pre
scribed in sections 75 to 79 inclusive, chapter I I, Revised Stat
uites of 1883, which are here quoted: 

"Section 75. When a district votes to raise money for any 
legal purpose, its clerk shall forthwith, or within the time pre
:scribed by the district, certify the amount thereof 1:o the assessors 
of the town, and the time when it must be raised; and within 
sixty days after receiving such certificate they: shall a:sseJss it as 
they do town taxes, on the polls and estates of the residents and 
·owners in the 'district at the time of raising said money, whether 
wholly in their town or not, and on the non-resident real estate 
in the district. They shall then make t~1eir warrant in due forrh 
,of law, directed to any collector of their town or of the district, 
if any, if not to a constable, requiring him to_ levy and collect 
.such tax and pay it to the town treasurer within 1:he time limited 
in the warrant ; allld they shall give a certificate of the assessment 
to such treaisurer and may abate such taxes as in 1:he ca•se of 
town taxes. 

"Section 76. The assessors may include in their ·assessment 
'Such sum over and above the sum committed to them to assess, 
not exceeding five per cent thereof, as a fractiolllal division ren
d:ers necessary, and certify that fact to the town treasurer. 

"Section 77. The town treasurer shall pay the expense of 
assessing and collecting any school district tax out of the money 
,of the district, upon the order of the selectmen. 

"Section 78. Section one hundred and forty-two of chapter 
six, and all other sections relating to the same subiect apply to 
taxes assessed by or for school districts, so far as applicable ; but 
the district and not the town i1s liable. 

"Section 79. The collector or constable, and the 1:own treas
urer, or trecl!surer and coliector, if one person is both, each have 
the same powers and are subject to the same duties and obliga
tions in relation to district taxes, as to town taxes ; and they 
.and the assessors shall be allowed by the district for their ser
vices, a compensation proportionate to what they receive from 
the 1:own for similar services." 

StcT. 87. Items I, II and III. The duties of school com
mittees herein prescribed, may be performed by the superin
tendent when so specially directed under the provision of chap-
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ter 216, section 8, Public Laws J893, that he shall "perform 
such other duties as said ccmmittee shall direct." In such case 
it will be sufficient legal evidence of the teacher's examination,. 
qualifications, and employment, if the certificate granted be· 
signed by the superintendent alone, "per order of the commit
tee." A definite record of the vote directing- him to perform 
these duties, and all others which they "shall direct" him to. 
perform, should be made. 

SECT. 87. Item IV. A requirement by the superintending
school committee, that the Protestant version of the Bible shall 

be read in public schools of their town, by scholars who are able 
to read, is not in violation of any constitutiol1!al provision, and 
is binding upon the members of the school, although composed. 
of divers religious sects. Donahoe 'US. Richards, 38 Me. 379. 

SECT. 87. Item VI. The superintending- school committee 
have no power to dismiss a schoolmaster,. unless, for one of the 
causes mentioned in Stat. 1821, Chap. 117, Sec. 3, providing
that the "committee shall haw· power to dismiss any schoolma;s
ter or mistress who shall be found incapable or unfit to teach 
any school," and this must be in writing, under their hands, 
specially assigning the cause of dismi,ssal. Searsmo11Jt vs. Far-· 
well, 3 Me. 450. '\i\Then there are three members of the super
intending school committee, two of them have. no power to 
dismiss a master, under the provisions of Stat. 1834, Chap. 129,. 

Sec. 3, unless due notice has been given to the third that he 
migJ1t attend and ac-t with them. Jackson ·vs. Hampden, 16, 

Me. 184. 
When after· one day's notice to the teacher. the superintend-

ing school committee visited the school and made a full exam-· 
ination into charges against the teacher, and the teacher and his 
witnesses were fully heard, and no objection was made by him 
for want of d11e notice, nor any request for delay or to·be heard 

further, the teacher thereby waived any obiection to the notice. 
if insufficient, and is not entitled to his wages for teaching after 
being notified by the committee of his dismissal as the result of 
such investigation. '\i\Toodbnry ·vs. Knox, 74 Me. 462. 

SECT. 87. Item XII. The requirements of section 8, chap-
ter 216, Public Lav,rs of 1893, that committees shall annually 
elect a superintendent, and that all returns shall be made by said 
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:superintendent, are obligatory. Failure to elect such superin
tendent would work forfeiture of state school money so long 
as such failure continued; for the state treasurer is expressly 
forbidden to pay over such money "to any town until its return 
is made to the superintendent of common schools," ( section 
r r8) ; and the superintendent of public schools cannot, except 
by practical violation of his oath of office, certify to the state 
treasurer the receipt of any retnrn not made, as the law requires,. 
by a superintendent so elected. 

SECT. rr4. If one over twenty-one years of age, voluntarily 
attenids a town school, and is received as a scholar by the instruc
tor, he has the same rights and duties, and is under the same 
restrictions and liabilities, as if under that age. Stevens vs. 
Fassett, -27 Me. 266. When a scholar in school hours, intrudes 
himself into the instmctor's desk, and refoses to leave it on the 
request of the instmctor, such scholar may be lawfully removed 
by the instructor. And for that pnrpose, he may immediately 
use such force, a111d call to his assistance such aid from any other 
person, ais is necessary to accomplish the' object, without the 
direction or knO\vleclge 'of the snpcrirrtending school committee. 
-lb. The statute, 1850, chapter 193, article ro, section 13, 
( containing the provisions of section I 14,) for the protection of 
schools, is applicable to private schools regularly established and 
in operation for instruction in the art of writing. State 'US. 

Leighton, 35; Me. 195. 
A schoolmaster is not liable for inflicting corporal punishment 

upon a pupil, if it is not clearly excessive:, in the general judg
me'Il!t of reasonable me.!1. Patterson rn. Nutter, 78 Me. 509. 

A board of superintending school committee cannot elect a 
superintendent of schools -vvhile there are vacancies existing in 
the board, or until tho:-e vacancies are legallv filled. Strout. J ., 
in case of town of Cumberland. 

If a vacancy exists in the board of superintending s,chool 
committee at the time of the annual town meeting anid the town 
fails to elect a person to fill this vacancy, it must be filled by the 
remaining members of the board and cannot be filled by a special 
town meeting. 
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FORMS. 

I. FREE HIGH SCHOOL PRECINCTS. 

The application made to the municipal officers of the town for 
the calling of a m.:eting to form a free high school precinct, may 
be as follows: 
To the selectmen of the town of .............. : 

You are hereby requested by the undersigned, legal voters of 
the town of .......... , residerA: in the section of said town here-
inafter described, to call a meeting of the voters resident within 
the following described limits, to ·wit: ( here definitely describe 
the limits of the proposed precinct) ; to be held at ( here name the 
place of meeting) on the ....... day of. ......... , 189 .. , at. .. 
o'clock in the ........... , then and there to act upon the follow-
ing articles: 

r. To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting. 
2. To choose a secretary for said meeting. 
3. To see if said voters will establish said described section 

as a free high school precinct. 
4. To choose an agent and clerk for said precinct. 
5. To provide and c1ppropriate such sums as may be deemed 

necessary for the support of a free high school within said pre
cinct for the ensuing year. 

6. To determine wlwre said school shall be located or kept. 
7. To act upon any other business which may legally come 

before said meeting. 
Dated at said ......... , the ........ clay of. ........ , 189 ... . 

The notice for a meeting on the foregoing application may be 
in the form following : 

To ........ , one of the inhabitants of the following described 
section of the town of ........... , viz : (Here recite the liniits. 
given in the foregoing application.) 



SCHOOL LAWS OF :M AlNE. 

Greeting.-Written application having been made to the 
undersigned, municipal officers of said town, by ( here insert 
names of those signing applicat-ion), legal voters of said section,. 
to call a meeting of the legal voters thereof at the time and place 
and for the purposes hereinafter named, you, the said ......... , 
are hereby required in the name of the State of Maine, to notify 
and warn the inhabitants of said section of the town of ........ , 
qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet at the ( here 
designate the place of 1neeting) in said section ( here insert the 
time and pitrposes of the 1neet1:11,g as set forth in the application 
therefor.) 

Dated at ......... , the ....... day of ......... , 189 .. 
---- ----, Selectmen of---

The form of return ( or certificate of notice) on the foregoing 
warrant may be as follows: 

Pursuant to the within warrant., to me directed, I have noti
fied and warned the inhabitants of the within described section, 
in the tovm of ........ , qualified as therein expressed, to assem-
ble at the time and place and for the purposes therein expressed, 
by posting up an attested copy of said warrant at ........... in 
said section, and at ........... , being public :and conspicuous 
places in said section, on the ...... day of ........ , being seven 
days before said meet;.ng. 

Date the ....... day of ......... , 18 .. 

II. 

Certificate of superintending school committee of dismissal of 
a teacher. 

The undersigned, superintending school committee of the 
town of ........ , met at the schoolhouse in *school No ... : , in 
said town, onthe ........ day of. ........ ; 18 .. , due notice of 
which time and place of meeting and the purposes thereof hav
ing been given to each member thereof and to the teacher in 
said district, and after careful and deliberate investigation, we 
do hereby certify that we deem the services of ........... , now 
employed as a teacher in said rlistrict, *unprofitable to the school 

*If schools 'are designated otherwise than by number, use such designation. 
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therein, and we accordingly dismiss said teacher for the reasons 
following, viz: 

(Here insert the reasolls of dismissal.) 

Dated at said ....... , the .... day of,., ...... , A. D. r8 .. 

---- --- ----
Supt. School Com. of .... 

III. 

Certificate of Expulsion of a Scholar. 
The undersigned, superintending school committee of the 

town of .......... , met at the schoolhouse in *school No .... , 
:in said town on the ...... day of. ......... , r8 .. , due notice of 
which time and place of meeting and the purposes thereof hav
ing been given to each member of said committee, and after 
proper investig-ation of the behavior of ........ a scholar in the 
school therein kept, we have adjudged that the said ......... is 
an obstinately disobedient and disorderly scholar, and that we 
deem it necessary for the peace and usefulness of the school that 
he be rem1vecl therefrom, and we accordingly expel the said 
........... from said ~,chool. 

Dated at said ...... , the .... day of. ......... A. D. r8 .. 

---- --- ----
----------

Supt. School Com. of 

* If schools are designated otherwise than by number, use such designation. 




