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STATE OF MAINE.

EpuvcatioNaL DEPARTMENT, 3’
Augusta, Dec. 1, 1873, §

To his Hxcellency Governor SIDNEY PErEaAM,
and the Honorable Executive Council :
GENTLEMEN :(—A greeably to the provisions of statute, the accom-
panying report on the Common Schools of the State of Maine for
the current year, is most respectfully submitted.
Your obedient servant,
WARREN JOHNSON,

State Superinlendent of Common Schools.






REPORT.

G ENERAL STATEMENT.

The statistics returned to this office by the school officers of the
towns indicate a healthful condition of the public school system.
Personal visitation and observation by the State Superintendent
strengthen the belief that the interest of the State community in
popular education is increasing and assuming a more intelligent and
well defined form of action. Small and feeble districts are gradually
uniting and voluntarily co-operating to secure larger educational
facilities. In several instances the district system, so called, has
been abandoned and the town plan adopted with most satisfactory
results, as for instance in Turner, Lisbon, Pembroke, Machias,
Baring, Whitneyville, Kenduskeag and other towns of medium
size and scattered population, a fact indicating the practicability,
and, in positive resnlts, the desirability of the town plan. The
examples thus afforded have already set neighboring towns to a
candid consideration of the matter. Nothing is now needed ex-
cept to encourage public sentiment in this direction. We have
law enough. The number of new school-houses erected the past
year has been as large as any previous year, the average cost of
each considerably in excess of any former period, while in points
of comfort, convenience, light, ventilation and architectural taste
no year has witnessed the equal. While of course many ‘‘poor
school-houses’’ still appear to be reported, the general tendency
of larger districts and villages is to invest in good edifices for the
shelter and comfort of teacher and pupils, and towards which they
may point the eye of friend and stranger with pride and satisfac-
tion. We often hear the remark, ‘‘a fine school-house pays, sir,
as an investment.”’

The Normal Schools have continued successful. A beautiful
structure has been erected at Castine the past year for the East-
ern Normal School, the first school-house ever built by the State,
suggestive that the Commonwealth proposes to direct as well as
correct the influences that build up or disturb society. The
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Teachers’ Institutes were fairly successful. The quality of teach-
ers in attendance was excellent; the numerical quantity not all
that could be desired. The absenteeism of that large portion of
young, unskilled, inexperienced class was very apparent and much
to be regretted. Members of school-committees and district
agents failed 1o appear at the conventions announced especially
for their benefit during each institute session. In some places
however the attendance and interest were in every way commend-
able. It remains an important guestion how best to secure a
larger attendance of the common school-teachers and increase a
community of interest and action in the great body of school offi-
cers. BEfficient school supervision is still the weak feature of our
public school system. Wise, intelligent, clean and clear inspec-
tion and guidance of school work are the exception rather than the
general fact at present. The school revenue has been placed on a
more nearly equitable basis, affording a larger income and showing
both increased wages for teachers and longer schools. The school
moneys distributed from the State Treasury to the several towns
have increased within the past three years from less than twenty
thousand dollars to almost four hundred thousand dollars. There
has also been developed a stronger and better feeiing of co-opera-
tion between the State, as a whole, and the towns as individual
members of the State body. The common interests of stock and
branches have been more fully and cordially recognized. The ap-
prehensions of centralization, abridgment of ancient rights and
privileges, on the part of towns and districts, have been allayed by
a calm review of the situation and by the cheertul readiness of the
parent State to bear her share of the'pecuniary burden, while the
municipalities have responded to the parental aid by continuing
nearly their former school appropriations (the legal requirements
being really less than formerly) by equal voluntary contributions
to prolong schools and larger self-imposed taxation to build new
school-houses and improve old ones. This element of co-opera-
tive effort between town and State is a pleasing and promising
feature in the enterprise of public education. The State and the
town are the interested working parties in this grand labor; not
the State alone, not the towns alone. The Free High Schools
have in an especial manner illustrated this agreeable plan of co-
operation. The State says to towns, establish free high schools
and one half the cost of instruction shall be paid from my treasury.
In response nearly one-third of the towns have established such
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schools, and generally with remarkable satisfaction and success.
An examination of the list discloses the gratifying fact that they
are mostly towns of medium wealth and population and bave
seized upon this privilege as almost the only one to secure to the
older pupils facilities for attainments and culture beyond what
may be afforded by the common school. In many instances hearty
expressions of gratitude for this benefaction of the State have
been received from individuals and communities more or less dis-
tant from the ordinary academy. I am happy to report a favora-
ble popular sentiment in reference to the educational movements
of the past few years, a hearty good feeling of sympathy and co-
operation on the part of our teachers and educators, particularly
evident in the annual meeting of the State Association, while the
newspapers have contributed no small share to general enlighten-
ment in educational matters by reports of institutes, conventions,
school-house dedications, and communications from ‘parent,”’
“teacher’”” and others, and also by editorial encouragement, sug-
gestion or fair criticism. In general we are happy to report
progress in the public schools of Maine. The consideration of
special points will appear under appropriate divisions in the
report.

Town REeTURNS.

The school statistics required by law have been made in proper
returns to this office by all the towns and plantations of the State,
except the following :

T'owns.—Brownfield, Cashirg, Cutler, Eastbrook, Eaton, May-
field, Prentiss, Swanville—8.

Plantations.—Fryeburg Academy Grant, Greenvale, Indepen-
dent, Lincoln, Monhegan Isle, No. 10, No. 21, No. 31, Pattagum-
pus, Rangely, Unity, Vanceboro’—12.

The foregoing were delinquents at time of writing this report.
In addition, the following towns failed to make returns prior to
July 1, 1873, and thus lose one-tenth of their apportionment of
school moneys from State Treasury: Argyle, Gray, Hudson,
Jonesport, Kingsbury, Litchfield, Somerville, Tremont, Wilton—39.

From the returns thus made, tabulations of which may be found
in the appendix to this report, the following exhibit is presented
for the school year, 1873, meaning by this the period from April
1, 1872, to April 1, 1873, A similar exhibit for the school year,
1872, is also given.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY.

Population of State, census of 1870.... .ovoveevnen e

‘Whole number of towus in the State... ..............ooen
‘Whole number of plantations . ... .cooveiiiiervovonianans
Number of towns making returns.. ... ceee cenvoereccnscane
Number of plantations € L. fetesenteararasenesan
‘Whole number of scholars between four and twenty-one......
Number registered in Summer Schools..... .... ..c.ieoeen
Average attendance .. ... vieeaiee aeeniieesenscine ceneanan
Number registered in Winter Schools.. ccvvvavs vevevanennns
Average attendance . ....i....iveians
Per centage of average attendance to whole number........ .
Average length of Summer Schools in weeks and days, 5§ days
per week.... . .
Average length of Winter Schools in weeks and days, 5} days
per week............
Average length of schoo]s for the FOATeasee sovn vasesansvane
Number of distriets. ... coeviivaieeiann. emeee e aeae

Number of parts of districts.....vcevvvvivviiniinnvnnr vuns
Number of School Houses ... coveviut veen civsvenearanvnee

Number of School Houses in good condition.... ........ ... .
Number of School Houses built last year... ..o ceeeveuneune
Cost of the SAMB...e ieet uree vene sinrsioavrescoseannncnns
Eetimated valne of all School Property....coceveinennnaes
Number of Male Teachers employed in Summer........... .
Number of Male Teachers employed in Winter .....vevs ... .

Number of Female Teachers employed in Summer ..........
Number of Female Teachers employed in Winter ...........
Number of Teachers graduates of Normal Schools.. . ........
Average wages of Male Teachers per month, excluding board,
Average wages of Fomale Teachers per week, excluding board,
Average cost of Teachers’ board per weeK.. ..o veeevensausn
Amount of school money voted.....eee vvve vensvaeearonanes
Excess above amount required by law . ... covnviitiiiiannn
Amount raised per s6holaT . ..vv viee tieeniie it aienanas
Total amount received from State Treasury from April 1, 1872,
60 April 1, 1873 1o viut it viie tiie cirt tieetees sraeaaen
Amount derived from local funds ...ovvvvrvnnrvnnsvunnanns
Amount paid for tuition in private schools, academies or col-
leges in the State.. Ceeereisesataeenanes
Amount paid for the same out of the State.
Amount expended for repairs, fuel, insurance, &e...........
Amount expended to prolong schools....covenevinscivnanen
Amount paid for school supervision «.....vcovinie it anae
Per centage of average attendance to scholars registered .....
Per centage of average attendance to Summer Schools. ......
Per centage of average attendance to Winter Schools........
Aggregate amount expended for Schools. .. .ccvvvusvireenns
Amount of School Fund.s.vsveieuininneciennsesonnssens

1873.
626,915
417
83
409
67
295,179
116,750
92,526
128,134
103,548
49

9w. 4d.

10w, 3d.
20w. 2d.

122
$153,695
2,939,236
140
1,904
4,094
2,327
284

$34 28
379
231
625,618
149,953
2 69

299,212
17,409

52,869
11,249
93,897
12,687
25,943

.80

19

.81
$1,147,242
319,273

1872.
626,915
412
88
395
65
296,751
118,222
92,750
126,311
102,443
49

9w. 2d.

10w.
19w. 2d,
3,861
310
3.868
2,279
121
$131,799
2,644,264
145
1,870
3,959
2,213
270
$33 17
3 60
232
717,719
232,406
2 87

15,537
14,408

55,495
7,995
76,841
13,164
24,139
.80

18

.81
$998,686
312,976
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FiscAL STATEMENT.
1873. 1872.
Raised by municipal taxation for current school expenses..... $625,618 $717,719

New school-houses........ O 153,695 131,799
Private tuition in and out of the State .. .....ccvviueanin e, 64,118 63,420
To prolong schoolg. .o veer venevnneas, Cheescies i sereanee 12,687 13,164
To pay for School Supervision....eeceeeieieneievneneien cons 25,913 24,139
Appropriation for Teachers’ Institutes.......... Ceveeaenenas . 4,000 4,000
< ¢¢ Normal Schoolf.e.ves ciee carsvsesnaansnan 18,500 31,000
Expense of Annual Report, (7,000 copies) ...covveureiennnns 3,500 3,600
Salary of Superintendent, $1,800; Clerk, $1,200 ............ 3,000 3,000
Traveling expenses, $500 ; postage, $300 ... ....coouvivnenns 800 800
Derived from l1ocal funds.. coce o veve veercenn tenevansanes 17,409 14,408
] ¢ Savings Bank tax.... .ot viii it iiirninnanas 131,293 57,335

¢ ¢ School-Mill taX.eeeie covr teveconsnnnnnors nenn 224,157 224,530
Interest of permanent School fund ......... 19,156 18,778
Aggregate expended for current public school purposes........ 1,162,459 1,112,373

Scroor CeNsUs,

The number of scholars reported the past eleven years has been
as follows :

Number of scholarsin 1863 was........... e 239,329
L 1864 4. 235,188
‘“ “O1865 4 e 229,797
“ “ 1866 4L ... 229,378
“« C1BBT . 228,388
“ 1868 e 225,200
¢ “ 1869 ¢ L ......... e 226,143
“ 1870 e ..228,167
« 18T .. v....225,508
“ 1872 a2 226,151
“ 1813 ... 225,179

The return for 1873 appears to be the smallest for the last de-
cade. Figures will not lie, it has been said-—the whole statement
should be, figures will not lie if accounts are correctly made. An
examination of the returns made by Portland shows as follows :

Number of scholars in 1872 ....... e veen...11,055
“ “ 1873 ... ... e e... 9,848
Decrease. . ...t e e, 1,207

It is hardly presumable that there has been a diminution of 1207
in the school population of Portland, in the short period of one
year. As the school census was taken twice in that city the pres-
ent year to insure accuracy, it is a fair presumption that the for-
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mer return was not strictly correct. That there has been a de-
crease in the school population of Maine the past ten years, is
undoubtedly true, as the difference of 14,150, between the returns
of 1863 and 1873, can with difficulty otherwise be accounted for.
A further examination of the school returns shows that the diminu-
tion has been chiefly in the rural portions and the villages, where
business growth has been slow, stationary or diminished. The
increase has been only in manufacturing centers and in Aroostook
county, the chief section of immigration. While I think the sta-
tistics are not to be relied upon implicitly, as the census of schol-
ars is sometimes taken hurriedly and carelessly by the town offi-
cers—sometimes not at all—the precise figures of the preceding
year being returned as sufficiently near the truth to answer the
requirements of the law, I have deemed it proper to present the
above statement, that you might devise some method of securing
more reliable returns, or that public attention might be called to a
consideration of the causes of this decrease in number of school
children, while the population of the State remains about the
same. The requirements of the law upon this point seem to be
sufficient, and are as follows :

Dury or Scmoon AgENTS.

Revised Statules, Chap. xt, Sect. 60, item fifth.—To return to the
Assessors in the month of April, annually, a certified list of chil-
dren in his district, between four and twenty-one years of age, as
they existed on the first day of said month, exclusive of those
coming from other places, where they belong, to attend any
“college or academy, or to labor in any factory therein.

Sect. 61.—Each School Agent shall return to the Superintending
School Committee, in the month of April, annually, a certified list
of the names and ages of all persons in his district from four to
twenty-one years, as they existed on the first day of said month,
leaving out of said enumeration all persons coming from other
places to attend any college or academy, or to labor in any facto-
ry, or at any manufacturing or other business.

Dury or SuPERINTENDING ScH00L COMMITTEE.
Sect. 56.—If any School Agent neglects to return the scholars

in his district, the Superintending School Committee shall imme-
diately make such enumeration, and be paid a reasonable sum
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therefor, to be taken from the amount to be apportioned to the
district of such delinquent agent.

Sect. 57.—They shall return to the Assessors, on or before the
fifteenth day of May, annually, the number of scholars in each
school district, according to the enumeration provided for in sec-
tions fifty-six and sixty-one.

Sect. 55, item minth.—They shall give in their returns the num-
ber of scholars as they existed on the first day of April, next pre-
ceding the time of making said returns, and full and complete
answers to the inquiries contained in the blank forms furnished
them under the provisions of Jaw; certify that such statement is
true and correct, according to their best knowledge and belief;
and transmit it to the office of the State Superintendent of Com-
mon Schoels, on or before the first day of May in each year.
When, by reascn of removal, resignation or death, but one mem-
ber of the committee remains, hie shall make said returns.

The wish of the State scems to be clearly expressed in the
foregoing. Whether any penalty or fine ought to be imposed up-
on officers for non-fulfillment on their part, is a question for legis-
lators to consider. The loss for non-return now falls upon the
town, in that the latter loses one-tenth of the school money to be
apportioned by the State Treasurer. See School Laws, sect, 92.
Your attention is respectfully called to this point.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

The registered summer attendance for 1873, is less than that of
1872; the registered winter attendance is ldrger, while the aver-
age school attendance, summer and winter 1873, is slightly in-
creased from that of the previous year. It appears, however,
that the average attendance is only fifty per cent. of the total
census number. We have not sufficient data to determine between
what ages the non-attendance occurs, precisely what number at-
tend private schools, or in what employment the absentees are
engaged. It has been supposed that a large number of youths
under seventeen years of age, were employed in mills, factories,
shops, etc., but the State Statistician informs me that less than
two thousand children of sixteen years and under, have been re-
ported to him as employed in the industrial pursuits of the State.
Of the floating, unemployed population under seventeen years,
we have no estimate. As the school age proper is now practically
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embraced between the ages of six and sixteen, it seems to be
highly important to ascertain by correct census the number of
youth between these ages, before we can determine what legisla-
tion, if any, is needed in this direction. I would recommend
therefore, that the law be so amended as to require an enumera-
tion of all persons between six and sixteen years, inclusive, in
addition to the present census.

ScrooL ENROLLMENT AND APPORTIONMENT oF StaTE FUNDS.

In this connection, I desire to repeat the suggestion made_last
year, that the school moneys paid from the State Treasury should
be apportioned to the several towns according to the actual num-
ber of scholars enrolled, not as at present, according to the census
population between four and twenty-one years of age. An exam-
ination of the percentage column in appendix shows that the aver-
age attendauce ranges from seventeen hundredths of censas num-
ber to seventy-six hundredths. A further examination of the re-
turns for several years discloses the fact that these low or high
averages have become localized. The same town annually pre-
sents a low average, another as habitually shows a good record.
On the present basis of distribution the former town, with 500
scholars in all, and 80 in school, receives the same gratuity from
the State as the latter town with same number of census scholars
and 380 in school. The former, in its indifferent, plodding igno-
rance, is rewarded equally with the latter, exhibiting an active,
lively, educational interest. ‘‘The gods help those who help
themselves.”” The gratuity of the State should be given, partial-
ly at least, as an award to active effort on the part of the recip-
ient, and to encourage extra exertion in the individual towns.
The money given by the State for educational purposes should be
placed in the hands of those who evidently appreciate the gift,
and make personal efforts to secure the educational results pro-
posed. If the State’s award be given for the number of youth
educated, not for the number of children raised, the necessity of a
“ compulsory law ”’ would be largely obviated. As expressed in
my last report, the average attendance plan would not be so cor-
rect a basis as the enrollment method, counting as enrolledfschol-
ars only those who have atlended school at least two consecutive weeks
in the school year.

By reference to the statistics in the appendix, it will be seen
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that one of the inquiries addressed to the school officers was
‘“number of different pupils registered in school during the past
year?”” Although the query was presented rather experimentally
than otherwise, sufficient replies were given to indicate that this
basis of money distribution can readily be obtained, and that the
distribution on that basis would be different in the several sums
from the present apportionment by the State Treasurer. Surely
the distribution by the State of over four hundred thousand dol-
lars should not be made without a thought as to its most efficient
use and best productive results in general intelligence. Syste-
matic, well-placed beneficence becomes the State as well as the
individual. I therefore recommend that the apportionment of the
school*moneys paid out by the State Treasurer, be made on the
basis of school enrollment instead of the present plan by census
number, of all youth between the ages of four and twenty-one.

Scroor. REVENUE.

Reckoning from December 1, 1872—time of my last report—to
December 1, 1873—date required for presenting the present re-
port—the school income proper, from the various regular sources
is as follows:

1. Town tax, (80 cents per capita,)............. $625,618
2. State school mill-tax, (1 mill per dollar *valua-
oM, ). v e 224,529
3. Savings bank tax, (1-2 mill on total deposits,).. 131,293
4. Interest from school fund,................... 19,156
5, Proceeds from local funds........... .. .co.... 17,409
6. Voluntary local taxation to prolong schools.... 12,687
$1,030,692
To which add expended for local supervision...... 25,943
“ ¢ State “o 3,800
7000 copies Annual Report..................... 3,500
Normal Schools, (general appropriation,)........ 11,000
“ “ (special appropriation,)....,.... 6,500
Teachers’ institutes................... .. ..., 4,000
Free high schools...........cccooiiiiiiiin.n.. 83,524
New schoolhouses.......ccovviiiivennnnrnnnn. 163,695
$1,322,654

#994,525,406,
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This gives as the gross cost of the public school system to the
people of Maine, for the twelve months preceding December 1,

B2 . 25 $1,322,654
Deduct cost of new school houses, (per-
manent investment,)............... 153,695
Special appropriation normal schools,.. 6,500
——— $160,195
And we have as current expenses............. ... $1,162,459
Percentage of same on State *valuation,......... .005
Pro rata each inhabitant, (626,915,)............. 1.85
“ ¢« census scholar, (225,179,).......... 5.17
“ ¢« average attendance, (111,463,)...... 10.40

From the census of 1870 we find that the total number of pau-
pers and criminals in the State was 4,619.

Annual cost of supporting the same,............ $36'7,000

Annual cost of supporting each,........... ..., 79.45

Srate MoNEYS For 1873-4.
The amount. of school money to be paid out by the State Treas-
urer and available to the towns for the school year from April 1,
1818, to April 1, 1874, is as follows :

1. Savings bank tax, payable July 1, 1873,......... $131,293
2. Interest of permanent school fund payable July

L, 1878, e e 19,156

3. School mill-tax, payable Jan. 1, 1874, ........... 224,15%

$3174,606

Apportioned on the present basis, the distribution to the several
towns will be as indicated in the following table :

*224,5652,406.
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COUNTY OF ANDROSCOGGIN.

15

No. of . Mill Tax

TOWNS. Scholars. |School Fund | Fund No. 2.

Auburn.. #een asnncunnanns siee 2,268 | $1,517 13 $2,260 24
DUrham. . .ovees cine ceneveee caenannssennenns 448 300 96 448 44
East LiVermore. ..ce voee vore coneonneaneeanen 346 232 44 346 35
GIEeNe covv vevs anes mans sonennns e ereanes 369 247 90 369 37
Lewiston....... . . ceieenn 5,726 3,846 99 5,731 65
Lisbon. . 673 452 23 673 66
Leeds..... C eeeceriaes e 450 302 32 450 44
LiVermore « ..o eeee vevecees conennn 489 328 52 489 48
MinOob.eueeeaes corecnes coneoannacnencononss bR9 395 69 589 58
Poland ive veen conetnnnatenavieianemaenanns 997 669 88 997 98
TUIDOE +oet veeeanonsaneanneoseensen veaeansn 790 530 73 790 78
WaleS.ueeeanesonessansarons cere 163 109 52 163 18
W EbStOr v vtsnen sesenenssoessonesenesnnson 314 210 95 314 30

COUNTY OF AROQOSTOOK.

AmibY voercvne cint ittt ittt e i e 125 83 99 125 12
Bridgewater. coooeee cone seencavnieeeanne s 286 192 13 286 29
Benedicta.....vvu. 165 110 86 165 10
Dalton .coe ciee ceteteee ot sensaeeeneas annn 234 157 20 234 23
FAStON «eer cvnesrntsennoiancuseonns sonsanns 254 170 64 2564 75
Fort Fairfield . . . 890 597 95 890 88
Fort Kent.o.vvnvunnnnn . . 566 380 24 566 50
Frenchville ... coov it viir iien i vann . 9356 - 628 18 935 92
Grand Isle..oeee veee cietaere seei coenannscans 343 230 43 343 34
HOISOY cuv . vorenere sore snns snnsnenenaencnes 42 28 21 42 04
Hodgdon. e veve veveveneaearonisnennvsasaens 362 243 21 362 30
Houlton.....o.. ... eer eee e i s e 886 $595 26 $886 88
Island Falls.cee cive coee cennvaveseravnneanns 71 47 70 71 07
Limestone. vens 122 81 97 122 12
Linneus. . 368 247 24 368 37
Littleton. . 340 228 43 340 34
Ludlow..os cive cieevennvenennnecananucnnnes 150 100 78 150 15
Lyndon..c. coeeeennvaessinnceneannnaennanes 715 480 37 715 65
Madawaska .cooveee vin vt eieeieatinee e 500 335 93 500 49
Mars Hill. o ooiiiien ciie it et i cie e 207 139 06 207 20
Masardis v vees sane cenc rtracseesccesaneeanns 55 36 95 55 05
Maysvillo coeees vaee vrneciueaennsnnsnaneaans 432 290 44 432 42
Monticello . e et eee e et e e 340 228 43 340 34
New Limerick...coooveeesreeavirveeesnneonnn 178 119 59 178 18
Orient. cooe covs seeevnce coaenensonnnnane aans 99 66 51 99 10
Presque Isle....... Ceeereeii et anae Ceve e 487 327 19 487 48
Sherman... ..o eeeetieneveenensoene ceeanes 308 206 93 308 30
Smyrna.......... 72 48 37 72 07
Washburn......covtvuen e 229 153 85 229 20
Weston........ 140 94 06 140 14
Alva plantation 257 182 73 272 27
Baneroft plantation .... .. 87 58 44 87 09
Castle Hill plantation ..e.veevvnivinnnn e, 122 81 97 122 10
Crystal ¢ 112 75 25 112 10
Cyr “ 197 132 35 197 20
Eagle Lake € 69 46 36 69 07
Glenwood ¢ 79 53 08 79 08
Hamlin ¢ 293 196 85 293 29
Haynesville « 28 18 81 28 03
Leavitt ce 22 14 78 22 00
Macwahoe* ¢ 94 63 15 94 09
Mapleton ¢¢ 216 145 11 216 20
Molunkus ¢ 25 16 80 25 00
Moro ¢ eesenciaseeanesanesanne 62 41 65 62 00
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COUNTY OF AROOSTOOK--Concluded.

No. of Mill Tax
TOWNS. Scholars. |School Fund.| Fund No. 2.
No. 1L, R. 1 plantaucn 135 90 70 135 10
Onkﬁeld 250 167 96 250 25
Ox Bow « ceeamessessaseaanes cons 32 21 49 32 00
Perham € certereserecenesnessans 51 34 26 51 05
Reed ¢ eesereesastarnranne vnne 21 14 11 21 00
Silver Ridge ¢ 87 68 44 709
St. Francis ¢ ves feveees 135 90 70 135 10
St. John “« 67 45 01 67 07
Wallagrass ¢« 177 118 92 177 18
Westfield ¢ 38 25 52 38 04
‘Woodland ¢ 151 101 45 151 15
Van Buren ¢ 497 333 91 497 49
COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND.
Baldwin ccevevtvnneenn. eetceaseses eatanes 366 245 88 366 37
Bridgton ..eveeeeennint it iiitcanones 834 560 28 834 82
BrUDSWICK o 0iovveve vneevnee saeaiosnonansen 1,745 1,172 38 1,746 72
Cape Elizabeth cveeevvnnevenr coneian i aeen 1,831 1,230 46 1,832 81
Caseoe.s v ause 385 258 64 385 38
Cumberland..... 575 386 29 576 56
Deering....... .- 1,167 784 056 1,168 16
Falmouth ....... . 578 388 30 578 56
Freeport..e.c.. «e. ceeseoans 700 470 26 700 69
Gorham ....... .00 eteeaeteernetaeeansnanns 1,119 751 81 1,120 10
GraY civirevairvooecseesensvsecacsnsannsr ons . 540 362 7 540 53
Harpswelleseounoen 638 428 60 638 63
Harrison....... ceeeinraseane 349 234 46 349 35
Naples coo.vuenes . ceteeeaeaiesenan 415 $278 80 $415 40
New Gloucester, .. Ceeeseseceenesene nan 515 345 98 5156 49
North Yarmouth..eeeeeesivevreevecevenennss 313 216 28 313 30
Otisfield.veeeaaevien canens - 857 239 83 357 36
Portland..c.eeecesesensceseareenaceanssanns 9,848 6,616 40 9,857 79
Powns.l.................................... 310 208 26 310 30
Raymond. . hes eseenstetenr aate saneanas 457 307 07 457 45
.................... 610 409 80 610 59
............... 283 190 32 283 28
. .. 613 411 82 613 60
Westbrook . e eeree.mecsraconsrraevare 881 6591 85 881 87
Wlndham.................................. 79 523 34 79
Yarmoutheueeoe seer eveeoerevensseeevanneans 590 396 39 590 59
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN.
7 208 139 73 208 22
Carthage .. oovecveriinniinrenrecinenannnnes 165 110 86 165 16
Chesterville. ... coee vasevaeevereaesesonsanes 321 215 656 321 32
Farmington cove veveeors coes coencanasncasans 967 649 68 967 95
Freeman,.. 231 155 18 231 23
280 188 20 280 28
507 340 62 570 50
. 175 117 58 1756 17
Madrid.... cooinreecosecansscaranascaananen 166 104 14 155 15
New Sharon....... Cassevense cseascs tnononnn 450 302 33 450 44
New Vinoyard..coee cveeenes coes cennvonanans 266 178 70 266 27
Phllhps................ 450 302 33 450 44
Rangely.... 150 100 78 150 15
Salem.., .. 115 T 115 10
Strong. .. 180 120 93 180 18
T OMPIO..es cvue aans arnoascs~sssoscevansanss 206 138 40 206 26
Weld. . cveeeinnneeetniensresenssosesnnaneen 410 275 44 410 39
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COUNTY OF FRANKLIN—Concluded.
No. of Mill Tax
TOWNS Scholars. | School Fund.| Fund No. 2.
Wilton .ovvveiivenecnnevnnn N 536 $360 12 $536 53
Eustis plantation....... ... ooniiiiin ot 136 91 37 136 14
Letter B € eee e teet s cses aaas 11 739 11 00
Perking ¢ ..., 55 36 95 55 05
Rangely e e ree e 11 739 11 00
No. 6 e ittt eeesieer beae e 17 11 42 17 01
Dallas ‘¢ e tiabtis it caeanat g 66 44 34 66 07
Sandy River plantation 27 18 14 27 03
Washington “ 22 14 78 22 02
Lang € 10 6 72 10 00
Green Vale ¢ 16 10 75 16 01
Coplin ¢¢ 43 28 89 43 04
COUNTY OF HANCOCK.
Amherst..cveie viet it i i cien e voon 148 99 43 148 14
Aurora 26 64 49 96 10
Bluehill 620 416 52 620 62
Brooklin 370 248 57 370 37
Brooksville . 537 360 75 537 53
Bucksport 1,150 772 63 1,151 14
Castine... . 457 307 10 457 45
Cranberry Isle 14% 95 40 142 14
DeerIsle.oovunven v e cnniennii cen s 1,598 1,073 59 1,599 58
Dedham ..oovveiinrconn cennvane e .. 1€5 110 86 165 16
Eastbrookee . oo cove vt iiiniiieneneavenennn 66 44 34 66 06
Eden...ooo iiviiinn it ciieciinee sannn e 459 308 38 459 45
Elsworth.....o vt iiin i it i i e 2,000 1,343 71 2,001 89
Franklin. .. oeeeiee conn cont et cnve cnnnaans 380 255 28 380 38
Gouldsboro’ ... ..ottt e 659 442 12 659 65
Hancock ..o vir et cinn viii e i e 348 233 18 348 34
Lamoine . v ceve ciie voen cenn cie e aee e 233 156 53 233 23
Mariaville ..oor e iiir veet i e e e 129 86 €8 129 12
Mount Desert .. veve vrer ieaeanernnes sennenns 361 242 52 361 36
L0 3« T+ S 595 399 72 595 59
L8]0 110 73 91 110 12
Ponobseot v vitiein cieiiint e siie e e 556 373 55 556 55
Bedgwick.. ... covevent it iiie e vaas 411 276 41 411 44
Sullivan ..o.oon s i i e e 290 194 82 290 29
Surry oo i i Aae cras s ae e e aes 458 307 68 458 45
Tremont .o oo i cint ciet cret e e s 702 471 60 702 76
Trenton .o uuees cove sens conr cvensane cansonnse 276 185 42 276 27
Waltham .. coor viie vie ceet cie s cevevann aens 141 94 73 141 14
Verona............ 164 110 19 164 16
Long Island 65 43 67 65 06
Swan Island 226 151 83 226 22
Now T et i i e e e v e 19 12 77 19 01
T Y 4 2 69 4 00
No. 21, Middle Division..... .oce vvn ivununnn 24 16 13 24 03
No. 33, ¢ it tretteee e e, 39 26 20 39 03
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COUNTY OF KENNEBEC.

No. of Mill Tax

TOWNS. Scholars. | Sehool Fund., Fund No. 2.

73 13 T 422 $284 18 $423 42
AUgusta oo iins tir it i riie i e 2,233 1,500 24 2,235 20
Belgrade.. .ooveive e ciieiiii e iiee - 508 341 27 508 50
B2 Y 426 286 19 426 42
Chelsea,....... 280 188 15 280 28
Chinga.ievecuervvann.s 695 466 90 695 69
Clinton ....covvvuasaun 725 487 06 725 T2
Farmingdale........ ... 223 149 82 223 22
Fayette .........un. 300 201 54 300 30
GArdiner....ccov vous cans cene siascnssaensaren 1,244 835 17 1,245 23
Hallowell...... Seeesree cess sess sres sans vaas 887 595 93 887 89
Litehfield...coovevriiieiinn s veveencennann 495 332 54 495 49
MAanChesSter «ue. vuvs cone eransvnee annecann anne 237 159 21 237 20
Monmouth, ... veveveer ciis tvnecnns e aans 545 366 63 545 54
Mt. Vernon....coeeveenvinrvennvone sonconns 380 255 28 380 38
Pittston .oveeer tavt cartsentcene senennneaons 790 530 72 790 79
Readfield .o ovve ceen venraeencins canscnvnnnns 400 268 72 400 40
ROMe.evve cven cvnooessanenascensoeancs suns 248 166 60 248 25
Sidney .... tr testecsraces sees asesones 483 324 48 483 48
Vaqsalborough.‘........................... 960 644 93 960 96
Vienna .. teeeseasenanaann . 245 164 59 245 24
Waterville . . 1,104 741 73 1,105 09
Wayne ........ .. 320 214 98 320 30
West Gardiner...coee esee vave sans annn [P 374 251 26 374 37
West Waterville..oe veve cove vvnevann oo vnns 588 395 05 588 58
WiNASOr oo e veee ereenoesoacssaseacns sane aann 406 272 15 406 40
WDSloW.eeu vaes veee cinvrensonns cansaoneanes 496 333 21 496 49
Wmthrop i e tert seen vans nans sons 695 466 93 695 6Y
Unity plantatlon....... Ceerseieaenaeenanes 13 8 T4 13 00

COUNTY OF KNOX.

8 ) 1 e 515 $346 00 $515 51
Camden. s s soes coveaeneaeneanss sone sannon e 1,649 1,107 60 1,650 60
Cushing. . vvverveeecenttanniiin cenrannnaann 242 162 50 242 24
Frlendshlp................................. 322 316 30 322 32
Hope. ........ 311 208 90 311 31
North Haven,.. 256 172 08 256 25
Rockland covvee vren viervannannnanns eees aoan 2,502 1,680 90 2,504 47
South Thomaston.....eeve veee tieevere vrenvann 694 466 43 694 69
St GeOrge.ceee svnesertaeeesassvonesssnonns 934 627 50 934 93
Thomaston. .eee coeeaese sane soee soseonns anns 915 614 68 915 91
Union..... . 596 400 49 596 59
Vinalhaven cove ceve sovecroeonneseossaneaone 861 578 42 861 86
Warren.co. coee aene ons . 703 472 34 703 70
Washington.... . 471 316 56 471 47
Matinicus Isle . cove civecanevnenvenssane anns 95 63 93 95 09
Muscle Ridge plantatlon.... tverioat cnvs anas 29 19 59 29 02
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COUNTY OF LINCOLN.

| No.of | Mill Tax

TOWNS., - Scholars, : School Fund.| Fund No. 2.

AlNA it it it veie s cie ci e e e e { 252 $169 29 $262 25
Boothbay.. . 1,113 747 78 1,114 09
Bremen | 323 217 04 323 32
Bristol 1,113 747 18 1,114 10
Damariscottd viveeer et i i eiin i 443 297 61 443 44
Dresden v.ivees i siersiienensvennnnnsienn 263, 176 69 263 26
Edgecomb. 376 252 60 376 37
Jefferson, . 643 431 97 643 64
Newcastle. . 585 393 10 585 58
Nobleborough vuveve vere cien ciieveneiannanns 434 291 56 434 43
Somerville...... .... et et 151 101 45 151 15
SOULRPOT. + v vvis veer e cre e e an 271 182 06 271 27
Waldoborough veeues eene cenr vven ces aeneanes 1,393 { © 935 89 1,394 38
WestPOrte oo enee vnncint tite ianiveneteananes 26) i 175 34 261 26
Whitefield.ooi vae sanrviincene e vann e 572 { 384 37 572 57
WiSCASSEE vu v cves vees seee i b aes caan 628 421 89 628 64
Monhegan Isle...... et i 36 ¢ 24 18 | 36 00

COUNTY Of OXFORD.

AlDANY o eit tereeret cate re et e e eas : 252 | 169 29 252 26
ADAOVETretecent tont it cint ciet e e e 278 | 186 76 278 27
Bethel & oovvirvint cone et cane cies veneaans! w9 523 34 9
Brownfield, coun oiee ciit it s i i e 438 | 294 24 438 456
Buckfield.. . 494 331 87 494 49
Byron. ... Creae s . 7T 51 73 77 08
Canton vovr avre vien cons cieanasaa 314 ! 210 95 314 32
Denmark..eoove ionr it cien ciit v i aans 385 | 258 64 385 38
Dixfieldes e covn vuns comn cons cenr siae aee e 311 | 208 93 311 32
Fryebarg .o ooe iiit it et i i e e 526 | 353 37 526 52
Gilead..... .. 120 80 63 120 12
Grafton........ e 25 16 80 25 02
Greenwood. «eevietvait ien tet e aene e 382 . 256 62 382 38
Hanover.........c...... 58 | 38 96 58 06
Hartford....oovvivivinn i iii ciieanen Teeen 319 214 31 319 31
Hebron ... covt civniie cvee it eiie e v i 232 155 85 232 23
Hiram .. ceaes 498 334 55 498 49
Lovell. .. 415 278 80 415 41
MasoD ceert it ient i e e i e e 50 33 59 . 50 05
185 12429 . 18518

130 87 34 | 130 13

688 462 39 688 68

590 396 56 590 59

1,000 671 85 1,000 99

322 216 32 322 32

420 282 26 420 42

52 34 93 52 05

480 322 46 480 48

166 111 53 166 16

156 104 85 156 15

440 295 59 440 44

192 128 99 192 19

Upton..... .. 64 43 00 64 06®
Waterford . ....oive vt ienn s 455 305 67 455 45
Woodstoek . covv v ensvennann 371 249 24 371 37
Andover N Surplus...... couvues 12 8 06 12 00
Franklin plantation..... .... ... 73 49 05 73 07
Fryeburg Academy Grant..... 6 403 6 00
Hamhio’s Grant...o. vt vinncenecanesnas cans 40 26 87 40 00
Lincoln plantation ......coevvinnuas [ 10 6 72 10 00
Milton plantation.......oocevinevanevnnnens] 91 ( 61 13 91 09
Riley plantation...evovr coin v veni e ainsd 11 739 11 02
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COUNTY OF PENOBSCOT.

No. of Mill Tax

TOWNS., Scholars. | School Fund.| Fund No. 2.

Alton . ..... e 211 $141 75 $211 21
Argyle coenvinn i e e s 104 65 88 104 10
BANGOT . er vevn caee amne ittt anos ann caen s o 5,362 3,602 45 5,347 29
Bradford. ... cene vene ciie e hees eee e 529 355 39 529 52
Bradley oo veve venn ioan saee cian vaet e 320 214 98 320 32
Brewer .ovuvees cans sennveen goes cune cons vuns 1,115 749 22 1,116 09
Burlington . oevr ceer veie vt iertaeee e 249 167 38 249 24
Carmel o 2ee vvrs vens oot nristeee teiesnnaaann 498 334 65 498 49
L0 S xc) | NP 275 184 75 275 27
443 297 81 443 44

160 107 50 160 16

142 95 40 142 14

537 360 75 537 53

506 339 93 506 60

946 635 52 946 95

487 327 26 487 48

Eddington . 242 162 57 242 24
BEdichurg .o ceoieeeiiiiiinn it eieaan 25 16 90 25 02
Bnfield.. e eeencarn vonn et anenaensannsanas 223 149 82 223 22
03 VP PSRN 282 189 44 282 28
Exeter ..o vvenenns 473 317 17 473 47
Garland........ ... 421 282 83 421 42
Glenburn 265 178 03 265 26
Greenbugh 290 194 82 290 29
Greenfield 250 167 95 250 25
Hampden. . .... 1,018 633 94 1,019 00
HOrMOM o vveven ce e tneevarn conennns snun ans 601 403 75 601 €0
Holden .ovvnvr cinnevvne vannans 291 195 49 291 29
Howland . .oovvnrn iiertivevneeonn eennunes 42 28 21 42 04
257 172 65 257 25

2565 171 31 255 25

131 88 01 131 13

254 170 64 254 25

370 248 57 370 37

441 296 44 441 44

598 401 73 598 59

173 116 24 173 17

Mattawamkeag . vove veve ciencnnn veenainnaaas 143 96 08 143 14
Maxfield....... .. v 62 41 65 62 06
Milford . ...... et eeee e e e 310 208 26 310 31
Mt. Chase cccuv cvervenr cnns sene vnes anennnan 115 To2n 115 11
Newburg oo vee vevevrneiann s voemenvensenen 337 226 39 "337 33
NeWPOTb..eeare veas snnevanas cenaeeraesconee 477 320 45 477 47
OLALOWI. + v vven veebean cens craeaansonnnaans 1,347 904 95 1,348 34
Orono....ovvevn vens 986 662 39 986 98
Orrington.. ........ 630 423 23 630 63
Passadumkeag .. 9l 61 13 91 09
Patten. oot vent iieiviee it i vaen e 291 195 49 291 29
Plymouth. ....vvevver civineeinen vereaens 300. 201 54 300 33
Prentiss.. .. ouveiire vane it i e e e 164 110 19 ‘164 16
Springfield. ... ...... 335 225 05 335 33
BtetS0ne. e veuens sren o 319 214 32 319 31
Veazio. .o ve cuue avnnorinnvnes connannensaeanns 279 187 44 279 27
3 T 253 169 97 253 25
Drew plantation..........c. ... vees sees tres 33 22 17 33 03
Medway plantation......coo.vivnveniienen 206 138 39 206 20
Pattagumpus plantation .eoevvvnt.nn. veesnees 39 26 20 39 03
Webster plantation,.....coovveeniovniieoan. 22 14 78 22 02
Woodville plantation.... voeeereecensvaneanns 62 41 65 62 06
No 1, North Division...evee veeeaereaas 36 24 28 36 03
No. 2, Grand Fallseeoouviresneecnnnvienvnns 39 26 20 39 03
Lakeville covervreeiiinnneesnecenecnnnanns 48 32 24 48. 04
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COUNTY OF PISCATAQUIS.

No. of Mill Tax

TOWNS. Seholars. | School Fund.| Fund No. 2.
7 ) T N 265 $178 06 $265 26
AtKIBSON vvvevr cine e ties tiii s aae e 347 233 14 347 34
Barnard ... cusiiitiies i it e i e 50 33 59 50 05
Blanchard,.cove cive i chiiiii i e 76 51 08 76 07
Brownville ... 343 230 43 343 34
Dover..... 684 459 62 684 68
Foxeroft couvvve vine i oein seneiee cae e 449 295 62 440 44
Guilford .......vue 250 194 82 290 29
Greenville.. ..o coeenaanann 154 103 47 154 15
Kingsbury ..oovievn i ciennnn 69 46 36 69 06
Medford ... 117 78 64 117 14
MoBSON vvve e ven cieaae s 236 158 54 236 23
L ) 367 246 56 367 36
Orneville oo vvvn cine cineonen saneanns PR : 241 161 90 241 24
Parkman ... oor tiet it iiie it ceee e 392 263 34 392 39
Sangerville..oov euue . 426 286 19 426 42
Sebee...... S 367 246 55 367 36
Shirley .oooveer e vovuen 87 58 44 87 08
Wellington..cov veer vine i cviiiier vivnannn 247 165 95 | 247 24
WilHAmSDULZ « . vt et vt veee ceieaenn anes 84 56 43 ! 84 08

COUNTY OF SAGADAHOC.

Arrowsic. .. cieer co vttt tiir oot aatennancany 74 49 72 74 09
BAbh oo e e ceee ae e et e e vaen e 2,940 1,975 95 2,942 91
Bowdoinham . 560 376 24 560 56
Bowdoin, ...... ... - 519 348 69 519 50
Georgetown 460 | - 309 05 460 46
Perkinsg...... 16 10 75 16 02
Phipsburg . .oovvevn it 535 359 44 535 53
Richmond.e.ees s civn veeeionevanevennanen 804 540 17 804 80
Topsham. ..ot iiie it e cvee e e e 469 315 10 469 46
West Bath. . oovs vvin i i tiiinenvnns 120 80 62 120 12
Woolwich coneve vver vnnnvnnn L eeeet 371 249 26 371 37

SOMERSET COUNTY.

Anson......... .l iul, e ener e ciee s . 712 478 32 | 712 72
Athens .ovevieeiineiieniine i iireinnnnans 584 392 36 | 584 58
Bingham ..o vien s e i i i i e 316 212 29 316 30
Brighton c..vvvviie it it tien i 265 178 03 265 26
Cambridge.. .. cevvieriiiriiiiiiiiiin e 176 118 25 176 17
L0 T T 546 366 80 546 54
Concord « v vuen iire siie i ciie teae cean e 180 120 93 180 18
Cornville covre vone cineveit it e i aiaeas 282 189 44 282 28
Dotroit.eee cove cinninin ittt cree e e 230 154 54 230 24
Embden co.vveve i iintiene tintviennnnn ey 278 186 76 278 27
Fairfieldo.ovees cine ciniiniin i vnnn o 1,081 726 26 1,082 07
Harmony covevees seveventnrerconevernneenns 329 221 06 329 32
Hartland .. .... 400 268 72 400 40
Lexington 145 97 44 145 14
Madison......... 476 319 78 476 47
Mayfielde. o coee cinecenrivnr e insoiieansn cans 32 21 49 32 03
MErCer uvn vens cieeee ciee canecens seannesn 315 211 64 315 31
MOSCOW. 4 oivs et vnn cavssonn snnsanneaens s 223 149 84 223 23
New Portland....covviiiinn i cene i ann. 543 364 79 543 50
Norridgewoek vveee conevrin s cienveneanans 537 360 75 537 53
Palyra. coecenr covnuene vannannevonecnnnns 475 319 16 475 48
Pittstield o oveevine vt it e e e 723 485 T4 723 70
RIDIEY vveeeeevune cene en ean iaen vaen eaes 208 139 76 208 20

8t. Albans ............ P 554 372 19 554 66
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COUNTY OF SOMERSET—Concluded.

No. of Mill Tax

TOWNS Scholars. [School Fund. | Fund No. 2.

) 03 414 $278 16 $414 41
Skowhegan... . 1,400 940 57 1,401 38
Smithfield oo vt vt it it ciie e e 253 169 97 253 25
10 o 2 P 384 257 97 384 39
Dead River plantation..........oveviviianos 45 30 26 45 05
Flag Staff € 21 14 16 21 02
Moose river ¢ 44 29 56 44 04
West Forks o 28 18 86 28 04
The Forks ¢ 61 40 98 61 06
Dennis Town ¢ 29 19 49 29 03
Carratunk ¢ 55 36 95 55 06
Pleasant Ridge ¢ 51 34 26 51 05
Highland o bedearsserescaranen .ee 52 34 93 52 05
Jackman Town ¢ eeee it arasecae caan 44 29 56 44 04
No. 1, R. 2, W. K. B. plantation.... ......... 39 26 26 39 04
No. 2, R .vevivenniiinn, teetesannienauns 39 26 26 39 03

COUNTY OF WALDO.

Belfast cvvevun . 1,735 1,165 64 1,736 63
217 145 78 217 21

296 198 85 296 29

406 272 76 406 41

Frankfort...ooe et oot vinn cint vaen snnnnnan 420 282 19 420 43
Freedoml -oovvevevens vutaintiiiesene cnen s 220 147 89 - 220 22
Islesborough o ovvvne vinn vene conrvine cinnnnnn 470 316 75 470 47
B ) €1 P 244 163 92 244 24
KhO0X. s ceeeneaonsnnenvensoase 351 235 80 351 35
Liberty.... .. 340 228 44 340 34
Lincolaville.. .. 760 510 59 760 76
Monroe...ecoeevnnnanan 344 231 18 344 35
Montville.vur covr cene cniniveevaneneneannnns 500 335 98 500 50
D £0) 5 ¢ 11 N 180 120 96 180 19
NOTthPOTte e ve et vt teee vennvecsenassones 320 214 98 320 32
Palermo cveeees oo vonsancevien neenonneanns 432 290 24 432 45
ProSpects sees cume covtientanetcate sane e 302 202 88 302 30
Searsmont.. . .. 542 36414 542 54
Searsport .. .. 773 519 34 71377
BLOCKEON toun inie cii ciet i e ca s 626 420 55 626 63
BWanVIlle vieee venoieeiins cart e ties e 279 187 44 279 27
ThorBdike «uvnveer covevreevoee vacesessannes 250 167 95 250 25
TrOY v seer eveesone sans socesvaenass sansnnne 453 304 36 453 40
UDItY cove vevrvenn e nnennnen et arsa e B 394 264 69 394 39
Waldo veveennnvennn teseses tanetens Ceae e 275 184 76 275 28
WADNLEIPOIt oeve veee vaer cevntonsceenvane anen 1,135 762 55 1,136 12
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COUNTY OF WASHINGTON.

No. of Mill Tax

TOWNS. Scholars. |School Fund.| Fund No. 2.
7 0 1 713 P 445 $298 97 $445 44
Alexander... PR 226 151 85 226 22
Baileyville. ... et sre e anes 169 113 57 169 16
Baring ........ Geetasesosenasenane sans ens 132 88 68 132 13
Beddington .eceveviiein it cnne il e teue 59 39 64 59 05
Calais..... ... ... Ceeeees 2,641 1,774 33 2,643 61
Centerville. . Ceeea ae 50 33 59 50 05
Charlotte .. . 190 127 65 190 19
Cherryfield 698 468 91 698 69
Columbia .. .ovvvinrvein i i i e 245 164 59 245 24
Columbia Falls . c.vs veveiivrinneviiivn onen 253 169 97 253 25
CoOper. ceve vene voenaannans 164 ! 110 19 164 16
Crawforde...oovau.e [N vt aeeeaaes 98 65 83 98 09
LT 3 408 274 09 408 44
Danforth.... c.ceini i it cii it e 164 110 19 164 17
B Y ) 1 £ 65 43 68 65 06
Dennysvillo.ooe vovnvine covncineenns weranns 234 157 24 234 25
East Machias....... Cere earearee e e s 824 553 57 824 84
Eaton, No 9, R.4...ooniiiivniiiin et 81 54 41 81 08
Eastport 1,650 1,108 52 1,651 63
Edmunds 190 127 65 190 19
Harrington ... oot viee cien tien ceitiintaen 488 327 83 438 48
Jomeshoro . oen ittt i e e e e s 213 143 10 213 21
JONESPOTE. ¢ v e vev et e i e e e 543 364 79 513 54
Lubec . ceue cveeveen iiiciet s fere e 827 535 63 827 82
Machias oo veer cvne cies tietciiieeeaiieans 983 660 42 983 98
Machiagport, «o.oeeveis ciet i e i ane 6L1 430 62 641 64
B0 3 1) Y 90 60 46 90 09
Marshfield c.ovn vnie ivin ciee e e e 161 108 17 161 16
Meddybemps vveveenvenn sienainrvaneuenanns 81 54 41 81 08
Millbridge ..oev vvvnvnin i e 656 440 75 656 65
Northfields cveveiveionn v aann. o .. 100 67 19 100 10
Pembroke...oov covivine iane vnnn 1,128 754 60 1,124 11
POITY e ven oeen atee e e e e e e ane 475 319 16 475 48
Princeton...covn voveirer vt teve ventanns e, 449 301 65 449 44
Robbinston 399 268 05 399 39
Steuben ... iveiiit i it i i e e 409 274 80 409 40
Topsfield...... 215 144 46 215 24
Trescott.... 267 179 39 267 26
WESIEY vevrvmenvnnecons cunesannnnnssnesanns 148 99 43 148 15
Whiting ..o veer cin i i e e 163 109 52 163 16
Whitneyville. .. oo viie viei i iiiniienaaen 239 160 58 239 25
Codyville plantation..........ooevueaennonn. 23 15 46 23 02
Jackson Brook plantation.................... 130 87 34 130 13
Talmadge plantation...........ooeveien oot 47 31 57 47 04
Vanceboro plantation’ ....... ........ .0 el 102 68 53 102 10
Waite plantation............ oot 27 18 24 27 02
No. 7, R. 2 plantation... coevvvvnveenennn vunn 79 53 08 79 07
No. 14 plantation. ......oeovvei it innennn 69 46 36 69 06
No. 18 plantation.......covvveenainn vunn 17 11 42 17 01
No. 21 plantation. .. .ooeuve et cinevineannn 66 44 34 66 06
No. 31l plantation....... .o vvve vevnvnennnns 16 10 75 16 01
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COUNTY OF YORK.

: o No of Mill Tax

TOWNS. : Scholars. | School Fund.| Fund No. 2.
ACHOD +vaee vme anee anes caeeaaes anaeans 356 $239 26 $356 35
AMfred. coo ciie tinr ciitceee st cien e . 349 234 46 349 30
Berwick ..o vvvvvnnn vene 900 604 62 900 950
Biddeford cvner vens cane s 3,896 2,617 49 3,909 86
Buxton ..o ciit ittt i it b reee v 854 573 18 854 83
Cornish v ceen ceon cier teemtiesoine ear aens 372 249 99 372 37
DAFtOR ..t venroeneovessasscnes coeaineaans 219 147 16 219 22
ElHOb e ovvr ven ceer cene vane srnecons cane aunn 564 378 96 564 56
HoOlli8 e vet v vare vaneveor toveanne covnannn 553 371 57 553 50
Kennebunk..... 728 489 07 728 72
Kennebunkport .. e e 768 515 94 768 77
Kittery..oo ceveannean . 1,105 742 49 1,106 09
Lebanon. v - vee ceee connsree tane anee asansnns 640 429 95 640 64
LAMerick «vever vver vere sovevenesennnnneaens 502 337 24 502 60
Limington seves eeer ceercoee toereitaiannane 550 369 49 550 56
LFMIAT e v ev vene vens eran eme nes veen eieabens 357 239 83 357 35
Newfleld.ou coen vern vececonsonnnanns cane sons 367 246 35 367 36
North Berwick. cee . cerensee o 603 405 19 603 61
Parsonsfield.. 625 419 88 625 62
8800 .. veeetieenineannnn 1,902 1,277 87 1,903 89
Shapleigh.. oot it e iaes iiieiieeanenvnns 397 266 79 397 39
0T 03 s 802 538 78 802 81
South BerwicKkeieees vier e tiaeanes avenanns 867 582 45 867 86
Waterborough..oove couyones vinniien civeanss 553 371 57 553 50
WWOllS. weerneunconerasncesssaseannesons tans 927 622 79 927 93
YorK coveee e creeiereneare aasesennnanns 859 577 08 859 85

RECAPITULATION.

COUNTIES. Scholars. | School Fund. | Mill Tax Fund.
Androscoggin cvee viiecine taeenane cas 13,612 $9,145 26 $13,625 45
Aroostook . .... . 13,220 8,881 90 13,233 06
Cumberland .. .. vee 26,798 18,004 32 26,824 47
Franklin e e oone cene cene cene oo enn 6,186 4,156 08 6,192 11
Hancock..oos coerciercennnnincnennnns 13,998 9,404 60 14,011 83
Kennebet .. ov coveserevane conncnon nnan 16,723 11,235 40 16,739 52
TCOOK = anne cees ennnmnee coen teenannnns 11,095 7,454 92 11,105 96
Lincoltveveer cvnevnne cnne oun eseeneae . 8,857 5,950 60 8,665 75
Oxford. coveveer conr cree tveevonnsannsr 11,907 7,999 75 11,918 76
Penobscot.... .. 25,710 17,273 44 25,735 40
Piscataquis..... 5,282 3,548 73 5,287 292
Sagadahos «vv vt vent it iiii i 6,868 4,614 29 6,874 82
SOMErset «ceesoeeaocecore noce sonensen 12,569 8,444 52 12,581 41
Waldo ovevevevacsonsecons tascann s 12,264 8,239 61 12,276 11
Washington coveee vens cvnsenenuinneans 18,232 12,249 22 18,250 09
YOrE cvveervien et cicaiaetnienannsan 20,615 13,850 25 20,635 36

223,936 $150,452 19 $224,157 32
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The permanent school fund of Maine, derived chiefly from the
sales of wild lands belonging to the State, now amounts to $325,-
972. It is not probable that this fund will be much increased in
the future.

The permanent school funds of the other States are presented in
the following list. It will be seen that the Western States have
made a generous provision for the support of their public schools.

Alabama ... ..ovvvveveanaans $2,495,210 Missouri...covvvvv it iien innn $4,689,423
ATKANSAS, vver vave cune vane anes 785,000 Nebraska..oovies ciaiarnn vens
California. ... cvvevenr onne 000 1,250,000 Novada coevee viervens vane venn 104,000
Connectict oo ovvs ivuevns cuus 2,048,375 New Hampshire.. ............
Delaware «cvveceveneee crvennnns New Jersey....coooeeesen.... 550,783
Florida...cove e veeeeroneee. 315,740 New York ..o oevvivn vnenannn 2,978,576
Georgie..veee cove cnenanenaens 350,000 North Caroling +..ccvvvueeanns 1,959,380
THENOiS. e v veee veva cveevnes 006,382,248 Ohio oeer vot covrvnreieen cnen 3,912,497
Indiana......... e teee e e, 8,395,135 Oregon ..ceve iviuanseineannn 500,000
Towa cveer voveeee e ionn cnann 3,191,483 Pennsylvania.......oovvinennn
Kansas...eieecevieneeannneens 745,212 Rhode Island..oee cevs vane oven 260,509
Kentucky..ooevuun e Cieeeanan 1,350,491 SouthCarolina.... ..o covnvnns
Louisiana oove veve covnvees 00e. 1,193,500 Tennessee ..c..cou voue sans vaen 3,269,696
Maine..coviieiinrvineennn annn 325,972 TexXaA8«.. ceveveer voveven. oo~ 0,383,198
Maryland. ..cvovee cunevunn auns 315,370 Vermont.... ..e.cuvecinnnnn
Massachusetts..... e neen e 1,361,173 Virginia......... .. e eeeaene 1,546,069

Michigan...cooevvrvevnennt ... 3,540,998 West Virginia....ooooovvnen. 229,300
Minnesota ..o ot vnneoene ... 2,780,559 Wisconsin.. .. ..oy eeer cvneon.. 2,389,488
Mississippicece covevianvaenvnns 1,950,000

In order to secure a complete financial exhibit of the revenue
and expenditures connected with the public schools of the State,
I recommend the amendment of item ninth, section 55, chapter 11,
(School Laws,) so that the returns to the State Superintendent
required from the Superintending School Committee shall embrace
the following points:

First—Number of youth between four and tweunty-one, April 1.

Second—Amount of money raised by town.

Third—Amount of money raised by town, 1873,

Fourth—Amount received from State from April 1, 1873, to
April 1, 1874,

Fifth-——Amount received from local funds from April 1, 1878, to
April 1, 1874,

Sixth—-Amount actually expended for schools from April 1, 1873,

to April 1, 1874.
RN iieiiirinen..) S, 8. Com,
e of
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Personally appeared the above named parties,
me, —— , and made oath that the foregoing stateme
scribed by them is true. _

, before
nt sub-

Justice of Peace.

Free Hiee Scroors.
The whole number of towns making returns of free high

schools to this office is............ . B 1
Whole number of districts,.....coovveenianernnnen. 24
Total returns, . ... ..ot i iiennan.  ou. 134
Rerurns oF Free
o o &, g ) -
3L 1%% Bs | & P2 i3
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8 5.3 <3 =1 = 3 Bas | S
s52 L 885 .1 85 |2 Z | ==,
A 53 SEZ 22 |[w=l£e | a5g
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Abbot ....evv ..t [ $232 50 $200 - $10 30 2 26 $93 00
Albion e sesans 236 25 150 - - 1 16 47 29
Alfred.evies iunn 385 00 300 - 10 65 2 29 70 00
Andover.....eeveaens . 296 U0 200 - 28 00 1 1 49 33
Auburn veenn venn ciiionae 2,529 00 2,500 - - 3 - -
Atkinson, Dist. No. 5..... 162 50 175! $175 1500 1 b 65 00
Bangor....oiveiiiiiaan 3,243 75| 4,325 - - 3 3% -
Bath....vovever onevneannn 3,500 0U 500 - - 3 46) 290 60
Belgrade......ovvieneanns 244 50 2000 - ~ 2 20 48 90
Belfast, Cent. Dist........ 533 33 1,000 - 55 67 1 11 194 00
Benton .ieeeeveieveanne. 366 00 400 - - 1 1 61 00
Biddeford.e .o vevt vannonn. 1,350 00 2,000 - 1200 4 40| 225 00
Blanchard...o.oovvvvnanns 112 50 60 - - 1 10 45 00
Boothbay 449 00 500/ ~ - 3 27 63 86
Bradford......... 200 00 700 - - 2 20 40 00
Bremen «.o...vu.. 220 00 200 - - 2 20 44 00
Brewer ......veei vienanan 300 00 700 - - 1 12| 100 00
Bridgton, Dist. No, 1...... 841 50 500 - 150 00 2 2¢ 129 50
Bristol, Dist. No. 10...... 187 50 200 62 38 00 1 10 75 00
Brooks....... casssesacens 230 00 200 - 41 65 2 20 46 00
Brownville........... e 270 00 300 - 13 50 1 12 90 00
Bruonswick.....o0 c0vn ot 1,138 66 500 - 109 94 2 220 207 29
Burlington....cooeevean.. 165 00 200 - - 1 1¢ 66 00
CalaiSe...ooivousneenea.| 1,700000 1,000 - | 17000{ 8 40| 8300
Carroll, Dist. No. 5....... 121 00 121 - 13 00 1 10 48 00
CasCO.vveerve sans saneness 511 50 500 - 1150 4 3& 54 60
Casting v cove veviviannnns 696 90 1,000 - - 2 231 121 20
Charleston ... .covvaneunn. 175 00 200 - - 1 10 70 00
Cherryfield. .. ovn cevnannr 1,037 00 500 - - 2 26 -
Clinton .. .... 447 50 €00 - 15 00 2 20 59 66
Cornish...... 501 00 500 - - 1 1¢ 167 00
Cornville. ... 220 69 225 - 125 1 113 76 50
Crystal pl... 125 00 200 - - 1 1 43 00
Cumberland .. .... .. 1,411 00 1,200 - 151 50 3 36| 156 77
Danforth ....... ‘esesases 200 00 100 - 6 40 1 10 76 00
Dalton oo cvvivene venn v 383 33 400 - - 2 23 66 66
Dennysville covuvevvensene 485 00 800/ - 7000 2 211 106 00
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In several towns two or more scliools have been held,

making the number of different schools,...... 150
Number of different terms,................. R 237
“ ““ gchool weeks, ....coov.on..n. ieeeae... 2,551

““ “students, ..o iiee i, [ ... 10,286
Average attendance, ...... e et teee e e 8,123
Amount of money expended .......... e $83,524
“ “ ¢« awurded by State,............... 29,135

The following table is an exhibit of the returns made according
to requirement of law.

Hier Scroors, 1873.
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Ee | < | 28 |28 | 2< | 2@ |20 =< a8 2= | <&
g3l 70 8 74 0| 62 32 - 4 34l $11110
115, 97 10 105 110] 40| 60 - - 6 118 13
34l 28 - alll 24| 24 10 I 15 187 18
&5 55 - 65 61| 48 53 3 - | 19 134 00
66 €3] - 1 15 6 5 38 13 - 500 00
430 31 - 43| 35| 35 23 3 4 W 73 15
1350 129 - 135 - - - 106 59 104 500 00
18| 108 - - 25| 48] - 62| 33| 40 500 00
87 68 5| 81 79 4y o 1 1 18 122 25
90, 80| - 35| 58 69 33 200 - 80 238 83
95 68 nu| Tl 82 46l 67 3 1 9 183 00
71 64~ 1 - - 35 69 71l T 500 00
33 26 17 16, 23 13 9 - - 7 56 25
149 102 16| 130] 128] 104] 88 5 7 2 224 50
75 61 - 75| 61 38 22 1 1 49 100 00
73] 60 of 63] ey 45| 57 1 - 1 110 00
59 48 48| 48] - - - 36 - 48 150 00
82l w2l - 21 67 50 4 36 1 16 345 75
350 27 - 35 83 3% 21 2l - 12 7475
1000 79 8 92 98 53| 47 - - 19 94 18
55 44] - 54| 45| 48] 30 8 4 19 128 25
7 Ly I— - 21 33| 35 63 10/ 332 500 00
46/ 41 - 46| 39 34 928 9 - 4 82 50
ST - anl anl  11f 81 80 17 M 500 00
23| 20 3 200 20 18 23] - - 12 59 00
156) 129 40 116 143 79 8l 3 2l 64 250 00
35 29 - 35 85 85 - 28 8 20 348 45
57 36 - 57 37 31 18 5 - 9 87 50
48 44 - 48/ 25| 32| 22 7 - 19 500 00
124)  106] - 95 104/ 61 93] - - 39 216 25
159| 137 47 82 103 71] 64 27 18 43 250 50
45! 39 - 44 44f 43 8 5 - 5 109 72
37| 31 25 12| 30| 12 2| - - 4 62 50
68| 61 - 790 87, 31 25 23 - 38 500 00
42 39 9 31 40 10| 24 - - 10 96 80
76) 69 - 78 67 671] 52 - - 80 191 67
54l 83l - 61 56 61 45 3 - 28 207 50
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Rerurns or Freg
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Dexter «ovver veeevnnaans $770 00 $500 - $20 00 2 22| $140 00
Dixfield soevr vvievinn vens 400 00 400 - 742 3 30 53 33
Dixmonteeees conevensonn. 200 00 - $100 50 00 1 10 80 00
Dover.... . 300 00 300 - - 2 21 57 14
Eastport .... . 780 00 1,000 - - 2 24| 130 00
Eddington «.voouvvnnn s 308 75 400 - 2180 2 20 6175
Edgecomb.....oooviun.. e, 189 00 189 12 20 1 11 38 00
Eliot.cos cieeneneannennnn 242 00 300 - - 1 10 -
Ellsworth....covv vvvn venn 1,288 00 1,200 - - 3 36 -
Fairfield......... ... .... 487 50 500 - - 3 32 €0 94
Falmouth, Dist. No. 3..... 150 00 150 - 25 20 1 10 €0 00
Fort Fairfieldseevr oeun oun. 500 00 500 - 3250 2 211 100 00
Franklin. . cees 176 00 2000 - - 1 11 64 00
Freeman, stt No 5 ...... 150 00 25 50 500 1 12 50 00
Freeport...ovvveenvnnann. 567 17 500, - - 2| 213 10541
Gardiner. veve vess cone vuan 1,633 00 1,950 - 115 00 3 36 -
Garland. ... vveevins aass 227 00 500/ - - 1 10 90 80
Georgetown .. vovevenn ann. 165 00 3000 - 4600 1 10 66 00
Gray «oovveennveearanaans 615 97 500 - - 21 200 12319
Gorham...ovnviir vinnans 250 00 250 - - 1 10 100 00
Greene ....ovcue. viuevans 175 00 150 - - 1 10 70 00
Greenfield...... 213 00 150 - 700 2 20le 42 60
Greenville . . 147 50 150 - 325 1 10 59 00
Hallowell coon vvvevenn v 1,000 00 1,000 - - 3 38 137 00
Hampden, Dist. No. 6..... 125 00 125 - - 1 10 56 00
Harrington....cooevuen ... 225 00 300 - - 1 11 80 00
Harrison.eoes cveeannnonnn 443 20 25( - 2125 2 213 -
Hartford...... 405 00 250 - - 4 40| 127 00
Hodgdon..... . 355 50 200 - 600 2 21 67 GO
Hudson .. 145 00 100 - 1 10 58 00
Kenduskeag . 315 00 250 - 5175 1 14 90 00
Kennebunk, Dlat No 5 ... 1,000 00 600/ - - 3 36 11111
Kittery, DN, No.9vuenn.. 720 00 250 - 10 50 3 36 80 00
Lamoine, Dist. No. 2...... 280 00 200 - 32 00 2 20 56 00
Leeds, . vou.. .. 560 25 800 - 2 32 70 03
Lewiston 3,750 00 4,080 - 6 00 3 39 -
Limerick.ioee coneeeneunnn 500 00 500 - 35 00 1 12| 166 66
Linoeus...ecnveveannn 339 00 300 - - 2 22 61 63
Lishon...cver vvenvnnn aens 598 75 500 - - 4 36 66 47
Littleton.ccov vovivune ausn 125 00 200 - - 1 10 50 00
Lyndon..eeee vanevienones 300 00 150 - - 2 17 70 59
Machias . .ove vveevensans 1,063 00 1,000 - - 3 35 193 14
Manchester .. ... oue fanes 257 50 150F = 4 66 1 10, 103 00
Mattawamkeag .......v... 198 00 500 - 700 1 12] 66 00
Maysville 218 00 400 - - 1 11 79 27
Millbridge . . 324 00 500 - - 2 16 81 00
Milo ..... 194 00 250f - 3 00 1 10 77 60
Minob..eeine ciervann vans 485 00 40¢ - 20 00 3 30 64 66
Monmouth............... 800 V0 400 - 23 00 2 22| 145 45
Monson. . seeeanenes 205 84 250 - 24 50 2 17 46 00
Montlce]lo ............. 240 00 200 - 10 00 2 20 48 00
Mount Desert, let,. No. 1 140 00 159 -~ 1378 1 10 56 00
New Gloucester........... 329 35 400f - - 2 20{ 13170
Newporte voueveus veveanns 600 20 600 - - 2 217 -
New Sharon.. ..ee ceuevenn 383 00 250 - - 2 20 76 60
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Hica Scmoons—Continued.
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99 80| - 109 100 72 69 5 8 29 150 00
6| 60| - 23 20 23 31 16/ 26 7 390 00
7i P  E— 71 60 671 31 - 9 2 143 48
53 40 6 47 37 44 26| - - 17 88 40
6s| b4 - 68] 65 57| 58l - - 14 121 00
) - - - 200 43 200 43 13 8 500 00
16l 91 - 116 108 100 58 9 25 22 243 75
39 85 - 39 31 20| 28] - - 8 62 40
sl 64 - 73 64 76 68 12 4 28 233 75
3] 240 31 30 12 290 _ - 7 88 00
42| 39 8l 34/ 36 20 20 - 11 2 72 50
94 1 - 94 78 6 33 19 - 61 983 59
g6l 84 _ - 10 40 200 50| 116/ 65 500 00
0 sy - 70| 56 53 29 5 - 11 113 50
36 31 - 34 35 34 16 2| 3 12 80 20
1200 91 - 1200 99 110, 32 16 500 16 307 99
63 45 6 57 56| 43 2 - - 8 125 00
60l 53 6 31 51 4% 291 4 - 19 87 50
60] 45 15 30, 35 35 2 5 - - 103 00
33 23 9 24 30 13 19 = - 6 7213
63 40 - | - 2 26 8 23 100 51 500 00
25 20 4 21 21 18 13 3 - 6 62 50
35! 30/ - 35, 35 28 300 - - 16 112 50
108, 95 5 103 62 38 47 4 9l 17 210 98
136] 109 24| 1120 117 0| 58 - - 23 202 50
44 30 - 42 40| 38| 42 8 - 25 174 75
43| 32 12| 31 23 9| 34 - - 3 72 50
22 b — 21 18 18 6 - - 20 154 63
43) 36| - 40 34 23| 44 29 7 17 500 00
45 37 - 34 38 35 13 16 4 23 250 00
36/ 30 - 35 22| 31 32 - - 10 124 00
96 1 - 90 74 48] 43 . 9 1 39 280 13
1370 118 - 137 137 63 13 56 25 137 500 00
91 L — 85 56| 45 23 20 6 14 232 50
105| 36 15 72 94 83| 33 - - 20 169 50
88 72 10 55 62( 33| 42 15 4 2 299 13
47 39 - 47) 47 30 47 - - 8 62 50
93 49 3 90 93 8] 55 3 13 10 150 00
57 53 - 31 - 15 - 29 11 52 500 00
50 43 - 50| 45 35 27 3 ) 4 126 42
23 21 - 23 21 18 18 - - 7 95 50
44| 38 7 37 41 26| 34 2 - 17 109 00
97 69 - 97 76 69| 41 23 5| - 162 00
83 60 7 76 76 61 39 18 1 21 95 50
130/ 106 56/ 72| 102 48| 80 8 - 27 232 50
109! 60 20 200 60 83| 38 15 - 25 388 50
76 50 - 74 70 73 60 4 6 14 90 67
31 28 11 25 32 18/ 10, 2 - 2 115 00
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Rerurns or Frer
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Norridgewocek «.ovceeeonns 606 00 500 - - 2 26 93 23
~N0rvmy, Dist. No. 7. 514 83 400 -~ 67 06 1 11 93 52
Qakfield pl. . 137 50 250 - - 1 11 50 00
Oldtown, stt No 2. NP 892 75 465 - - 2 231 157 00
Oron0.,evsverveveneessnns 946 00 500 - - 2 221 173 00
Orrington.... vove eevr van . 247 50 400 - - 1 11 90 00
Paris, Dist. No. 2. c.....nn 500 00 500 - - 1 11 90 91
Palmyra.....eeee 280 00 150 - - 1 100 112 60
Patten .......... 187 00 400 - - 1 10 70 00
Pembroke.e..oeer vavscons 966 66 1,500 - 18 00 2 20| 193 33
Peru, Dist. No. Toeeeraven 126 00 126 ~ 13 00 1 10 50 40
Phillips.ecove vuns enne 418 50 225 =~ - 2 22| 145 00
Portland. ... veee e cone| 12,000 00| 15,000 - 2 40/ 1,200 00
Presque Isle. . 244 00 2000 - 12 00 1 11 88 73
Princeton . 184 75 300 - - 1 10 73 90
Rockland .... 2,070 00 1,00¢| - 500 3 32| 258175
Rumford, Dlst No. 9 190 00 197 - 317 1 10 62 00
Sebec, Dlst‘, JL T 220 00 110 - - 1 11 80 00
Solon, Dist. No. 5.eeveunn. 180 00 100 - 43 01 1 12 60 00
South Thomaston . . 835 50 1,000 -~ - 4 41 8152
Strong. .. .. 326 07 300 - 15 25 1 11 121 80
Stetson . e aeenes 251 50 134 - 14 00 1 11 91 45
Thomastou e aeenanee 590 00 800 - - 2 18 12500
Topsham.voe cene vienann 600 00 1,000 - - 2 20{ 13200
Troy, Dist. Nos, 3 and 5... 265 00 265 - - 2 20/ 106 00
Turner....c.oooeeeunns . 615 00 500 - 20 00 4 36 -
Vassalboro’... . 477 50 500 -~ - 2 20 95 50
‘Waldoboro’, Dlst No 6 475 00 600 - 22 50 2 19| 100 00
Warren. . coov evee coevuen 500 00 500 -~ 300, 2 20| 100 00
Waterville . s 484 00 1,000{ ~ - 2 22 -
Wayne 150 00 150 - 470 1 10 60 00
Wells .. 974 75 1,000 - - 3 32 -
Westbrook . ves 710 00 500 -~ - 3 26 -
Weston 165 00 150, - - 1 11 60 00
‘Westport, Dist, No. 2...... 95 00 50 - 200 1 10 38 00
Westport, Dist No. 3...... 190 00 - 192 14 00 1 10 72 GO
West Waterville.......... 6156 50 1,000 - 1750, 2 20 61 65
Wimn ....... 210 37 150 - - 1 11 76 50
Winthrop .oevvrneneneanns 247 50 500 - - 1 11 90 00
Wiscasset, Dist. No. 1..... 1,845 00 500 16 00 3 34 -
Woolwichoues cunn vunn vens 403 50 500 ~ - 2 23 70 00
Yarmouth,e.veeee oineones 468 33 2,000 - 11 00 1 12| 15611
$83,772 72" $83,219| $768!$1,64948] 237/2,651} -
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Hien Scroors—Continued.
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An examination of the foregoing, discloses the fact that while
all of the cities but two, Augusta and Saco, have availed them-
selves of the privileges of the free high school act, a large ma-
jority of the above are towns of medium population and wealth.

It will be seen that even two plantations established successful
schools, raised necessary funds and obtained the gratuity of the
State. From personal observation, I feel assured that the school
thus maintained in one of these plantations met the urgent educa-
tional wants.of the pupils between the ages of fourteen and twen-
ty-one, as no other school possibly could. Too old to take their
places with the primarians, so to speak, in the common school,
with too limited attainments and means to enjoy the privileges of
the ordinary academy, they very cheerfully and readily, as neigh-
bors and acquaintances sat down together to enter upon studies
from which hitherto, their pride—false pride, albeit~had‘ kept
them. It was a cheering sight to see these ‘“large boys and
girls’”” enthusiastically engaged in pursuing advanced courses in
language, mathematics, and the natural sciences, and in process
of development for better thinking and more intelligent action.
Especially pleasant was it to hear from parents expressions of
hearty gratitude to the State ior her benefactions in this direction.
Under the elastic provisions of the law by which the State responds
to the action of town or towns, district or districts, individual
gifts, donations, bequests, subscriptions, etc., it seems hardly pos-
sible that there can be any town or community in the State, which
can not avail itself of the privileges under this act of legislation.
One district maintained a very respectable school ten weeks for
the sum of ninety-five dollars, one half of which was payable from
the State Treasury. A proper sentiment, cobperative effort, and
an accommodating disposition will render all financial difficulties
easy burdens. :

In connection with this plantation statement, it will be noticed
that thirty of the foregoing schools were maintained at an expense
each, of two hundred dollars or less, and that more than one-half
cost five hundred dollars each, or less than that sum, requiring an
outlay on the partof the town or district of two hundred and fifty
dollars or less. Furthermore, it will be seen that only seventeen
towns obtained the maximum gratuity of the State, namely, $500,
amounting to $8,500, while the high schools of these same towns
cost $41,459. Ience it appears that nearly three-quarters of the
awards by the State to {ree high schools were distributed to the
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country towns. That is, the privileges for higher culture were
carried out into the producing sections of the State, rather than
obliging the latter to seek the rich centers for educational facili-
ties not otherwise attainable.

In making the several awards to the towns, the aim has been
first, to ascertaip the actual cost of instruction to any town or
district ; next, whether one-half of this sum has been properly
provided for by town, district or community, and finally, if the
latter provision has been complied with, to make the award on
the part of the State. For instance:

TowN oF ALBION.

School instruction, cost,.............coii.. ... $236 25
(No tuition, interest, etc., returned,)
One-half payable by State,....................... 118 13

(Amount voted, sufficient.)

Tow~x or EppingToN.

Total expense for instruction,.................... $308 7

Taition, . oo i e e 21 80

Actual cost, ... .. i e $286 95
(Amount voted, sufficient.)

One-half payable by State,...................... 143 48

Town or KirTery,

Total expense for instruction,.................... $720 00
(No tuition, etc., returned.)

Amount voted, not sufficient......... ........... 250 00

Award by State, . ... i 250 00

The above specific cases have been presented because inquiries
have already been made at this office whether the total expense
for instruction or the actual net cost of same would be taken as
the basis of apportionment by the State. The latter seems to be -
the basis contemplated by the act, and to be, in fact, the only
one.

The statistics presented, afford the best and most convincing
proof in regard to the success of this new element in our public -
school system, as also the most powerful argument for its contin-
unance. In addition to these ‘‘numerical’’ facts, the numerous
epistolary expressions received at this department, and the com-
mendatory statements made by parents, whose children have-

3
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enjoyed the privileges thus afforded, are simply eloquent pleadings
in favor of the free high school. The following extract is a speci-
men :
Dixrierp, November 22, 1873.
WarreN Jonnson, Esq.—My Dear Sir:—I now return Free
High School Certificate for the town of Dixfield. I hope it is all
right. Our schools have far surpassed our most sanguine expec-
tations in point of numbers and regular attendance, and in the
progress the scholars have made. They have been a perfect suc-
cess. The prejudice against the free high school act here has all
died away, and ‘“ all hands ’round ’’ in this town, are for continu-
ing the same system. I think it would be so everywhere if they
put it into operation properly.
Isasc Rawparn, A. M.

The following suggestions were issued in a circular from this
office to the several towns last May, in response to numerous in-
quiries pertaining to the establishment of Free High Schools.

FREE HIGH SCHOOT.S.

Why established? In the early history of the State, academies
were established and endowed by the Legislature to secure better
facilities for a higher English and classical education than could
possibly be afforded by the common schools. In process of time
some of these academies have become semi-colleges, placing them-
selves beyond the ordinary popular demand by fixed courses of
study and increased expenses to students. Others have been
merged into the city or town high school. The most of them
have been unable, through limited funds, to secure or retain such
a class of teaching ability as was needed. Consequently numer-
ous demands were made on the State to grant further aid. As
such aid given by the State as a whole, could have only a local
application and benefit, and as these institutions were always tui-
ttonal, never free, schools, it was decided to place the gifts of the
State on a broad, general basis. The State, therefore, declining
to make any special appropriations, says to each and all of the
towns in the commonwealth, establish a free high school and the
State will defray one half the cost of instruction in each school,
under certain conditions expressed in the legislative enactment in
aid of free high schools.
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Conditions. The State pledges itself to pay one-half the ex-
pense for instruction in a free high school, meaning by this, only
the board and wages of teachers, provided (1) that the sum thus
paid by the State shall not exceed the sum of five hundred dollars
to any town; (2) that the town or towns, district, union of dis-
tricts or individuals, make special appropriation for payment of
one-half of cost of said instruction; (3) that such appropriation
be exclusive of the amounts required by law for common school
purposes; (4) that tuition shall be free to all pupils admitted from
the town or towns, district or districts, making such appropria-
tions; and (5) that no funds or proceeds of the real estate of an
academy or incorporated institution of learning, surrendered or
transferred to towns for educational purposes, shall be considered
as part of the appropriation made by towns,.

State aid, when paid. On or prior to December first of each
year, towns must make certified returns to the State Superintend-
ent of Common Schools, indicating (1) precise amount expended
for ¢nstruction in said high school; (2) amount raised by special
appropriation for free high school, and (3) a compliance with the
general conditions above mentioned. This return, being properly
vouched by the town officers, and approved by the State Superin-
tendent, will be transmitted to the Governor and Council for in-
spection, and if accepted by these officers, a warrant on the State
Treasury will be issued by the Governor in favor of the town
treasurer or district agent, for such an amount as may be adjudged
due in the several cases, payable in December of each year.

Grade of Admission. Although the proposed schools are termed
high schools it is not expected that they will come up to the full
grade of classical schools, or even the ordinary academy at first.
They will be the peoples’ high schools for a superior English and
scientific education, excluding at first, simply all primary classes
and affording the general culture demanded by the increasing busi-
ness, manufacturing and mercantile wants of the times. While
therefore the grade of admission of pupils to these rests virtually
with the school officers of the several towns under the provisions of
this act, with the advice and consent of the Governor and Council,
the following minimum grade of admission has been established
this year, indicating the line of division between the high school
and any lower grade, and the basis upon which a certificate for
payment-of gratuity by the State will be issued. Of course town
committees can establish a higher grade of admission, according
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to the wants and wishes of the several communities’ where the
schools are established. Examination is required in none but the
branches specified by statute, and as follows :

Spelling—First fifty pages of ordinary spelling book.

Reading—Through the Third Reader, so called.

Writing—At discretion ; a fair hand.

English Grammar—To syntax ; Greene’s Introduction.

Geography—Through United States, Warren’s Primary Geogra-
phy.

Arithmetic—Fundamental rules, common and decimal fractions.

History—Nothing.

Physiology—Nothing.

Book-Keeping—Nothing.

Ten questions should be given in each of the first six branches
enumerated. Pupils answering seventy-five percent. in each branch
should be entitled to admission. These schools are intended as
the American Free High Schools for the people, and the grade of
admission should not be so high as virtually to exclude the more
advanced pupils in the public schools, nor so low as to make them
simply ‘“ primary ’’ or common schools of a low grade. The good
judgment of the town officers, in whose care, practically, these
schools are placed, will undoubtedly suggest a standard of admis-
sion wisely adapted to secure the interest and confidence of par-
ents and the highest welfare of the pupils.

What studies best be pursued. The free high school, forming a
part of the public school system, which was established for self-
preservation, for citizenship and the common courtesies and re-
finements of life, it seems proper to suggest the following bran-
ches of study as of primary importance to the manufacturing and
business interests of the State:

Written book, dictionary, reading-book, newspapers

Whole school, once a day, using spelling-
SPELLING. ; Oral and
and periodicals. Spelling matches.

Fourth or Fifth Readers, all in
one class. Selections from
newspapers and periodicals.—
Reading, recitations, and decla-
mations by all the pupils.

lf Elementary Sounds.
{Imitation of copies from books or charts. Elements

Voice building.
General rules.
Practice.

REapING.

of small and capital letters. Aim after a good fair
business penmanship. Writing letters, proper folding
and superscription. .

‘WrITING.
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Free hand. Linear. } Copying.

Drawve. { Mechanical. Original designing.

Physical. “ ¢ pature and natural
Mathematical. “ “  the solar system.
Test classes on shipping lists, imaginary voyages
and travels, with description of places and peoples.
| Map drawing.

| Political. % Relations of earth to man. [laws.

GEOGRAPHY.

Mental. }F@,cility and accuracy in mental compu-
tations.
Arrrameric. 4 Written. ) Clinch principles by original examples
| in practical matters. Single entry ac-
l .
Single

counts.
BOOK—KEEPING.% and
Double Entry.

[ Plane Geometry,
Trigonometry,

1 Surveying,

| Navigation.

( Study of text book,

Correction of common errors,

4 Class criticisms,

Letter writing and composition.

English Literature. Study of standard authors.

GEOMETRY.

Excrise
G RAMMAR.

Manual of universal hlstory

United States, partly in connection with Geogra-
phy ; not dates and forms merely, but underly-
ing principles of human society.

History.

SCIENCE overnments in general.
{Constltutlon of United States and of Maine.

OF
Goversuest. U Citizens’ Manual.

Human and comparative Anatomy.
Paysioroey. < Hygiene.

Laws of health and life.

Chemistry.
P Natural Philosophy, Mechanics. | Object

HYSIOS. Botany. | Lessons.

| Mineralogy, Geology.

Morats. Social duties.

AND Moral obligations,.
MaNNERS. Fundamental truths of Christianity.

To the above course, (in certain localities,) may be added the
higher mathematics, modern and ancient languages, and belles-
lettres.
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The following text-books are suggested and publishers of same :

Readers—Willson’s Readers, Harper & Brothers, New York.
Monroe’s Readers, Cowperthwaite & Co., Phila.
Manual of Reading, Potter, (for teachers,) Harper &
Brothers, New York.
Drawing—Industrial Drawing for beginners, free hand, James R.
Osgood & Co., Boston.
Bartholomew’s System of Drawing, Woolworth, Ains-
worth & Co., New York.
Geography—Warren’s Geography, Cowperthwaite & Co., Phila.
Guyot’s Physical Geography, Scribner & Co., New
York.
““ Qur World,”” Ginn Brothers, Boston.
Camp’s Outline Maps, 0. D. Case & Co , Hartford,
Conn.
Arithmetic—White’s, Wilson, Hinkle & Co., Cincinnati.
French’s, Harper & Brothers, New York.
Hagar’s, Cowperthwaite & Co., Phila.
Book- Keeping—Palmer’s Practical Book-Keeping, Sheldon & Co.,
New York.
Waitt’s Self Instructor, Augusta, Me.
English Grammar—Greene’s, Sheldon & Co., New York.
Shaw’s Manual of English Literature, Shel-
don & Co., New York.
History—Young Folks’ History of Maine, Dresser, McLellan &
Co., Portland Me.
Seavey’s Goodrich’s U. S., Tileston & Co., Boston.
Scott’s U. S., Harper & Brothers, New York.
Lossing’s Pictorial U. S., Sheldon & Co., New York.
Willson’s Outlines of History, Iveson, Blakeman & Co.,
New York.
Anderson’s Histories, Clark & Maynard, New York.
Science of Governmenti—Alden’s Science of Government, Sheldon
& Co., New York.
Alden’s Citizens’ Manual, Sheldon & Co.,
New York.
Physiology—Cutter’s New Analytic Anatomy and Physmlogy,
J. B. Lippincott & Co., Phila.
Dalton’s Physiology and Hygiene, Harper & Brothers,
New York.
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Physiology—Physiology and Hygiene, Catherine E. Beecher, Har-
per & Brothers, New York.
Physics— Peck’s Ganot, A. S. Barnes & Co., New York.
Cooley’s Natural Philosophy, Scribner & Co., New York.
Cooley’s Chemistry, Scribner & Co., New York.
First Lessons in Mechanics, D. Appleton & Co., N. Y.
First Lessons in Botany, Youman’s, D. Appleton & Co.,
New York.
Tenney’s Geology, E. H. Butler & Co., Phila.
Morals and Manners—Cowdery’s Lessons, Cowperthwaite & Co.,
Philadelphia.
Good Morals and Gentle Manners, Gow,
Wilson, Hinkle & Co., Cincinnati.
Books for Teachers—Fowle’s Teachers’ Institute, A. S. Barnes
& Co., New York.
Books for Teaching—Page’s Theory and Practice of Teaching,
How to Teach, J. W. Schermerhorn & Co.,
New York.
Northend’s Teacher and Parent, A. S. Barnes
& Co., New York,
Sheldon’s Manual of Object Lessons, Scrib-
ner & Co., New York.
Willson’s Object Lessons, Harper & Brothers,
New York.
Calkin’s Object Lessons, Harper & Brothers,
New York.
Abbott’s Teacher, Harper & Brothers, N. Y.
Hooker’s Child’s Book of Nature, Harper &
Brothers, New York.
Bain’s Mental Science, D. Appleton & Co.,
New York.

Of course it will be understood that the foregoing list is given
merely as a suggestion where certain text books can be obtained,
in answer to numerous inquiries made at this office. Itis not pre-
sumed that they are all such as will best answer the requirements
and different tastes and judgments of the several communities.
An attempt has been made simply to present a practical American
course of study, and to add for convenience, a list of text books
well adapted to aid in carrying out this plan of study and investi-
gation.
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THREE ESSENTIALS.

1. An accomplished, faithful, skilled teacher.
2. Careful supervision by school officers.
3. Constant, generous interest on the part of parents.

In view of the fact that some of the fall schools are prolonged
into the month of December, beyond the date at which the re-
quired retarns must be made, and also that in some towns terms
of school are held in the spring, I beg leave to suggest that
awards and payments be made tn the several towns semi-annually,
December 1, and June 1, instead of annually, as at present.

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

By act of last Legislature the normal schools established by the
State were placed under the direction of seven trustees, five of
whom were appointed by the Governor. The full Board of Trus-
tees is as follows:

Governor SioNey Prrmam.

W arreN Jornson, Superintendent Common Schools.
J. H. Hanson, Waterville.

A. H. Assorr, Farmington.

J. W. Dresser, Castine.

S. T. Purrewn, Portland.

S. A. Parren, Monson.

The report of the Trustees is herewith presented:

Agreeably to requirement of law the Trustees beg leave to pre-
sent the following report :

Reporr oF Normar Scmoor TRUSTEES.

To Governor Sidney Perham :

The Trustees of the normal schools report that their first meet-
ing was held at Castine, May 21, 1873, the time of the annual ex-
amination and graduation exercises at the Eastern Normal School.
Preliminary steps were taken at this time, for the organization of the
Board as contemplated by the act creating such Board. A com-
mittee was appointed to arrange such form of organization and
regulation as might be deemed proper, and present the same to
the Board at its next session, to be held at Farmington in June.:
The Trustees express their satisfaction with the present condition
of the Eastern Normal School under the charge of Prof. G. T.
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Fletcher, assisted by Miss Helen B. Coffin, Miss Mary E. Hughes,
Miss Clara Bartley, and Miss Eliza C. Lufkin. No efforts seem to
be spared by these teachers to accomplish the objects intended in
the establishment of this training school for teachers. For num-
ber of scholars, names and residence, reference is respectfully
made to the accompanying report of the principal.

The school building just erected by the State, and completed at
an expense of $25,000, is a fine edifice, and is well adapted to the
wants of the school.

The grounds need grading and fencing, and additions should be
made to the library and apparatus.

The graduation exercises were very creditable to the scholar-
ship and intellectual ability of the graduates.

The meeting at Farmington was held June 13th, examination
day of the Western Normal School. The organization of the
Board was completed here, and a code of by-laws accepted. The
following by-laws were adopted :

By-Laws or a8 Boarp or Trustees or tHE NoRMAL ScHOOLS

oF MAINE.

Article 1. The officers of the Board shall consist of a President,
a Secretary and a Treasurer, who shall be annually chosen by bal-
lot. There shall also be a finance committee, an inspectory com-
mittee on the Eastern Normal School, an inspectory committee on
the Western Normal School, and an executive committee—each
committee to consist of three members.

Art. 2. Tt shall be the duty of the President to preside at all
meetings of the Board, to represent the Board on all public and
ceremonial occasions, except when the Board shall otherwise pro-
vide, to call special meetings of the Board when he shall deem it
desirable, or on written request of four members of the Board,
and to draw orders on the State Treasurer in favor of the Treas-
urer of this Board from time to time, for such sums as the needs .
of the Board may demand.

Art. 3. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a record
of the proceedings of the Board, to notify the members by mail of
all meetings, and to compile from the reports of the committee
and of the principals of the schools, an annual report of the nor-
mal schools for publication in the State Superintendent’s report.
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Art. 4. Tt shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive from the
State, on the order of the President, all money placed at the dis-
position of the Board, as it shall be needed from time to time; to
disburse it in accordance with the vote of the Board; and, with
the approval of the finance committee, to make the annual fiscal
report required by law.

Art. 5. The Finance Committee shall have general charge of the
financial affairs of the Board, shall audit the Treasurer’s accounts
and shall examine, and, if they approve, shall sign the annual fis-
cal report.

Art. 6. It shall be the duty of the Inspectory Committee on
each school to examine their respective schools as often as shall
in their judgments be necessary, in regard to methods of instruc-
tion, geynera,l discipline and efficiency of teachers. They shall ex-
amine the school buildings and grounds of their respective schools,
order such repairs and alterations as shall be of immediate neces-
sity, and recommend to the Board such other improvements as
they shall deem desirable. They shall recommend to the Board
for adoption, text books in the several branches, for their respec-
tive schools. They shall have power in their respective schools,
to fill temporarily, any vacancy which may occur in the corps of
instructors ; and for good cause may suspend any teacher. At
least one member of each committee shall superintend the exami-
nation of candidates for admission and graduation for the school
under its charge.

Art. 1. The Executive Committee shall be the general business
committee of the Board, shall procure for the use of the schools,
such apparatus, books, stationery, printing and other material, as
shall be ordered by the Board, by the Inspectory Committees, or
such as the committee itself shall deem necessary. It shall have
in special charge, all other business of the Board not herein as-
signed to any other committee. ‘

Art. 8. There shall be two regular meetings of the Board each
year—one at Castine, at the close of the spring term of the East-
ern Normal School, and one at Farmington, at the close of the
spring term of the Western Normal School. The regular meeting
at Farmington shall be the annual meeting for the election of offi-
cers and the appointment of committees. Special meetings may
be called by the President as herein before provided.
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Art. 9. The teachers shall be elected, and their salaries fixed for
the Eastern Normal School at the regular yearly meeting at Cas-
tine, and for the Western Normal School at the regular yearly
meeting at Farmington.

Art. 10. The principal of each school shall make and forward to
the Secretary on the first of November of each year, a detailed re-
port of his school for the preceding year, stating the number of
pupils for each term, the classes, text books, amount and condi-
tion of apparatus and furniture, the condition of the school build-
ings and grounds, and in general, a statement of the condition
and wants of the school, with suggestions on all points of in-
terest connected with it.

Under the provisions of the by-laws the following organization
was effected :

Orricers aND CommiTTEEs For 1873.

President.—His Excellency the Governor.

Treasurer.—Warren Johnson.,

Secretary.—Stanley T. Pullen.

Finance Committee.—The Governor, J. H. Hanson, Sumner A.
Patten.

Castine Inspectory Commitlee.—Warren Johnson, J. W. Dresser,
Sumner A. Patten.

Farmington Inspectory Committee.—Warren Johnson, A. H. Ab-
bott, J. H. Hanson.

Erecutive Committee.—Stanley T. Pullen, A. H. Abbott, J. W.
Dresser.

The Trustees report favorably in regard to quality of instruc-
tion given in the Western School. The course of study required
seems to be somewhat too extensive for the comparatively brief
period of two years, and possibly should be abridged to meet the
capabilities of the general student. We have to express our sur-
prise that so much is accomplished, and so well, by the majority
of the students. This school is in charge of Prof. C. C. Rounds,
assisted by Mr. Roliston Woodbury, Miss Jennie M. Hayden,
Miss Sarah B. Morton, and Miss Laura M. Curtis. We desire to
express our special pleasure and satisfaction with the model school
under the charge Miss Etta Kilbreth. It appears to us that in
general, both schools are well and prudently conducted, and are
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among the best, if not the best, institutions of the State. We
recommend a most generous support of them by the State. For
details and suggestions for improvement of the schools, reference
is respectfully made to the reports of the principals and the ac-
companying exhibit of the Treasurer.
Strate Normar Scmoor, }
Farmington, Me., Nov. 3, 1873.
To Hown. Stanrey T. PuLLen,
Secretary Board of Trustees of Normal Schools of Maine :
I have the honor of submitting the annual report of this school
for the year ending June 13, 1873.
The number of pupils for the fall term was ........ 63
The number of pupils for the spring term was........86

I present a list of pupils in attendance during the year, with age,
date of entering, date of leaving, and number of days present.

Fary Term, 1872.

A CLASS. Age, Date of Date of *| Days
Entering. Leaving. Present.

Bennett, Loretto U eveesvere venevens on 18 |Aug. 20..... Jan. 3...... 863
Cartland, Nettie M. .. .covevee veen e | 21 do vees] do e -
Farrington, Sarah A.......... ...l 19 j{Aug 21.....} do 833
Nichols, Eldora ..o .covvvevvenewanes.| 18 [Aug.20...../0ct. 29...... 42%
Scales, Lilla M......ccovevvevvonn cues] 17 JAug.21.....Jan. 3 ...... 874
Thompson, Josephine.......veveuveen.| 25 do veee| do 85
Elliot, Bzra Fo. ..o cviiinnnvneeenee oo 20 |Aug.20.....| do cens 87
Jones, Newton J o evvevuan conecnnnnaaal 22 - - -

B CLASS.
Berry, Addie B.....ceeeeene i ien ool 20 |Aug. 20..... Jan. 3...... 89
Cushman, Flavilla.... ccovvvvevaneoans 18 |Aug. 21.....| do coes 88
Elliot, Clara Fouovv vvnrvveeveeeveee ..l 20 1Aug.20.....| do 87%
Hunt, Anna Ve.ooo veeeveineveananas| 20 JAug. 22.....| do 87
Howard, Henrietta o coovveve evee vva. o] 18 |Aug, 21.....] do 89
Hardy, Lizzie A.......... ceeeans eeees| 22 Sept.3......| do ' .... 78
Saunders, Abbie A . .....cooieiiieeol| 17 |Aug. 20..... do 81
Reed, Louis H...vovvvner cunvencanes! 19 |Aug, 26.....[ do 82%
Stanley, Calvin F .... ... vnen.tn 20 |Aug. 20.....| do 874

C CLASS.
Bates, Helen N ..........cveevenee. .| 16 jAug 20..... 89
Gardoer, Emma...cecevveenseveen e | 20 lAug. 21..... 88
Giddings, Mary L...c..... .oeoeeaons| 19 JAug. 20..... 85
Gill, Sarah.e.ee ciievieriainaenieiaea.| 19 |Aug, 23..... 85
Haynes, Lovina H..oo vovvevnnennnnnn 21 |Nov. 11..... 39
Holden, Georgia R .. ceeeeeeaes| 20 |Aug. 27..... 66%
Richardson, Clara BE.. ..ot cvvvvueenees | 20 (Aug. 26..... 645
Roberts, Nellie M..ov . vvevaesveeeanns 21 (Aug. 20..... 88%
Thorne, Helen C ..vvvvvecvenvne weees| 22 do eeen 89
Cage, John B .... ot venrvennnnnnecnnn 15 do 87
Fisher, Daniel Lievue vvre vovevone cans 417 lAug. 23..... 854

Note.—Omitted in above list—C Class, Day, Emma L.
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FarL TerM, 1872— Continued.

D CLASS. Age. Date of Date of Days
Y Entering. Leaving. Present.
Bryant, Ellen N ... vvenieeneannaaan 17 Aug. 20..... 85%
Buckman, Phebe G.......ocoineinen . 18 do . 893
Coleord, Flavilla M......evvnr e oann 16 do . 89
Curtis, Rosetta A . .| 18 do .. 85
Davis, Ella S.... 16 do .. 32}
Davis, Mattie.. oo veueann. ceneead] 23 do .. 28%
Drew, Fidelia.o...o v vieevveneeanaa.! 18 do .. 89
Dunham, Nellie A......covtvnninnn e 21 Aug. 21... 874
Davenport, Susan E .. .... oo eienonen 18 do . 88
Ellis, Georgia A .... ... 17 do . 88%
Furbush, Jennie S 23 |Aug. 20..... 71
Flotcher, Ida M.vove cevn i veennnnveeas| 17 do Oct 18...... 44
Keys, Naomi ..ocvuvnons ceeseeeeeeees] 19 Aug.21..... Jan, 3...... 89
Keys, Ulive F.... .... PRYTIAN Ceennores 19 do veesOct, 10 ..... 52
Lyde, LOtbi®..uu see vivnann vaneenen .| 18 do LeoJan, 3., 863
Lyde, Louisa cove veeevensaaneannsanns 18 do .. do .. 87
Roberts, Lizzie M.... .cocvveevenn oo 19 Aug. 20..... do .. 89
Stowers, M....covenrcieeanarcannanns 17 do . do 82%
Turner, Lucia A oo vevrevvivnennnaas| 15 do . do . 89
Towngend, Mary A..c..voo v vannnol 23 do . do 88%
Wyman, Martha Ac....vevieeaene e 18 do ...Nov. 29..... 62
Woodward, Clara.... voveveer cvvvenes| 16 do .o Jan L., 89
Densmore, Ada ....... T 2 do . do . 87
Eaton, Violett « cvveveveesseneonnenans 21 |Aug. 30..... do . 81
Eaton, Lizzie Nuvievet veinvennvnan s 18 [Oct. 8 ...... do 58
Coming, George.... coovvauevunnanes ve ~ Sept. 4...... Nov. 11..... 30
Norton, Edwin A.vevseveeneneveenvnes| 17 JAug. 20.....Jan. 3...... 83
Luce, John Ruvenveenvnnnien cenn o 19 do ...;Dec. 22, 565
Otis, Frank P...ocvvvviievennonenanns 20 do «..|Oct. 18...... 423
Smith, Harry B...covivrvennnnnanen..| 17 do ... Dec. 9 663
Skinner, J. Ward....covvvinevnennnes - do Lo Sept 6...... 13
Turner, George H.... ..o vuvivnen it - do ... |Nov. 27 . 403
Tufts, Clinton D..... ... PR 1 | do .../Jan. 3...... 874
Winter, John W eueetvinnanre cnne annn 17 do weed| do aes 87%
Serine TerM, 1873

A CLASS.
Berry, Addie S........ Careeeiee e 21 |Feb. 4...... June 13..... 88
Cushman, Villa A.vveveieceenanenanas| 19 |Feb, 10.. do .. 833
Day, Emma L. cieeneennenned| 22 [Feb. 5...... do .. 87%
Eaton, VIOLOLES - o vvs vovs cevn nn enn 22 [Feb. 4...... do . 87
Elliott,ClamF.........‘........‘... 21 do . do . 88
Hardy, Lizzie A...oovvvvevinn cnnn vaen 22 |Feb. 11..... April 25 .. 393
Hunt, Apna V........ vereseasessenne 20 |Feb. 5...... June 13 ... 843
Nichols, Eldora...cvevveevoeeaene coea| 18 [Feb. 4 . do . ki
Quint, Mary A...cvevevnceenncncnen..| 24 [Feb, T...... do 823
Sanders, Abbie P..... feeearer et 18 |Feb. 4......| do 81%
Seales,LlllaM ..... [ B |- do . do 78
Fisher, D&nlelL................ ..o 18 do do 87
Floyd, Enos . .......cccvvvvenen.| 20 |Feb. 10..... do 79
Reed, Louis H.....covevevaeevacenaa.| 20 |Heb. 4...... do 864
Stanley, Calvin F .... ... Ceeee s e 21 do do 88
Stevens, Bugene C.o.vvevnnrvecenenns 24 |April 15..... do 45
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Serine TerM, 1873 — Continued.

B CLASS. Age. Date of Date of Days
Entering.» | Leaving. Present.

Bates, Helen, N...vovevevaeeees wune .| 17 [Feb.6...... June 13..... 88
Baton, Mae C.vevvver vvnnvennnenen o] 24 [Feb. 4...... do .. 88
Gardner, Bmma .....coienuiiiiaea..] 20 do eeest do 833
Giddings, Lizzie M....... .o vnivals 20 do April 4 ..... 54
Gill, Sarah........covh eee e veee .l 19 |Feb. 11..... Avpril 25 ... 51
Howard, Henrietta 19 |Feb. 14..... May 23..... 71
Parsons, Ellen M. ... .| 256 |Feb. 6...... May3...... 41}
Roberts, Nellie M..ov avveveveineanes 23 |Feb. 4...... Feb. 27.... 143
Small, Bmma 8 ........coii i ciin s 24 do ... June 13..... 86%
Thorne, Helen C...oov iveeveer vienannn 23 do do vees 83
Case, John B ....covvvnvivnniienenen] 16 do .o do 88
Craig, Fred W...ooviviienevnnennna 17 do . do P 83
Stevens, Arno B........ sesescessaran . 18 do do . 88

C CLASS.
Bucknam, Phebe G.....covvveveeaeens| 19 [Feb. 5..... .\ May 23..... 65%
Bryant, Ellen M.....vvevcveeen. «oe.| 18 |Feb. 4... .. June 13... 78
Curtis, Rosetta A ....ovvtieeeiinennn. 19 (Feb. 5...... do .. 70
Dinsmore, Ada B ..oevueenianniie ot 25 |Feb. 4...... April 4..... 46
Dunham, Nellie Covvvvevevvnnniennnn 22 |Feb. 5...... do .. 413
Eaton, Lizzie C....cvvvvivvvnnrennen.| 19 (Feb, 5...... June 13.. 87
Ellis, Georgin A . .evvveninnniiencnns 18 [Feb, 4...... do . 81%
Furbush, Jennie S .. ...ov e uiin.ee, 24 [Feb. 10..... do ..... 81
Haynes, Lovina G...ovvvvvvnevveneans| 2 Feb. 14..... do ..... 79
Ladd, Linda S ...... T N Feb. 10..... May 26..... 73
Leighton, May F........... eeeeeseass| 21 |[Feb. 4...... April18..... 52
Lydé, Lottie. ..o cveeavnevnes vannanns 18 |Feb. 10..... June 13.... 74
Roberts, Lizzie M ..o vevtvinearoeanes 20 |Feb. 4...... Mar. 3..... 24
Soule, Lucy W....oeovvvenes it aan, vee oo |Aprilld..... April 28, .. 9
Stowers, Addie M ......eciien .. ee..i 18 |Feb, 4..... June 13..... 85%
Townsend, Mary A.. P seas saun-ea 24 do ...... May 16..... 69
Turner, Lucia A ...cocvvnveeeinan.n. 16 do ...... June 13..... 86
Wyman, Martha B......c..ooveveeen.| 19 Feb. 5...... do ..... 67
Bradbury, James O......... ceeeeeanss| 23 IFeb. 4..... . do ..., 88
Tufts, Clinton D o..vvvvievnee s cinl] 22 do ...... do .... 87
Winter, John C....cocvvevnvnian e, 18 do ...... do .... 86%

D CLASS. )
Bryant, Bllen M......covvveecnenena.| 18 [Feb. 4...... June 14..... 8
Brown, Lizzie M. ... cevevvveivav e, 16 do . do ..... 83
Blanchard, Luretta..ecceeeeeeveereae.| 16 do ......|Mar: ‘T..... 20%
Chandler, Abbie A .ieveesvreevnannnns 17 do ..|June 13..... 83
Clifford, Annie W ... cvevveeivinvae| 20 [Feb. 7 .....f pdo ..... 83
Colling, Rose P ......coovvvvevevnoe.| 18 [Feb. 24..... May 6..... 52
Collins, Stella B . .cevvveeverenenseees| 16 [(Mar.3...... June 13..... 68%
Cutts, Julian E'v'vree vnneeens voneeane| 20 |Feb, 25.....| do ... 67
Davenport, Susan E .. ceveesee-a| 18 |Feb. 4......|April 4..... 393
@Giddings, Annie S.....cveiiiiiianalt, | 15 do ......[Junel3..... 863
Hathaway, Adelaide..... seeeseaeanes 27 do eens|Mar; 7..... 14
Howard, Lydia A .....vvevevevvennaas| 16 do ...... June 13..... 87
Holmes, Isabel. i vesscvesnnee e 20 |Feb, 13..... do ..... 76
Huff, Isabel C ... ovevvene cvvnvennanns 19 |Feb. T......| do .... 82%
Jennings, Clara A veeovieoennvennnens 15 81
Jordan, Emma W ... . 23 58%
Manter, Mary A.... . 17 27%
McGaffey, Emma .......... reees saas 22 83
Merrill, Francena ..o coveveen vren anns 17 75
Nichols, Nellie W ..ot evneenne e vann 16 81}
Norton, Addie E............. e enes 16 814
Prescott, Helena T ..oovvevvnncvonesn.| 21 833
Prescott, Nellie Avueevvneveeeveennnas| 21 82§
Record, Helen ..,. . ...| 16 87
Stiles, May E.....coovuvevennrennenasl 19 44
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Sering TErM, 1873 — Coneluded.

D CLASS. Age. Date of Date of Days
Entering. Leaving. - | Present.

Thomas, Clare B.oovtv veve vt annrvnnn 16 [Feb. 4...... June 13..... 81
Wight, Dora S....... ..l 18 do ...... April 4..... 48
Blanchard, Charles F ../ 18 [Mar, 10..... April 14..... 19%
Bryant, Edmund C. 20 Feb. 4...... April 30..... 54
Drew, William J. 17 do ......[June 13..... 86%
Dyer, Henry S... 21 {Mar.11..... April 14..... 18
Donovan, John .. 17 |Feb. 28..... June 13..... 69%
Knapp, Bradford A. 16 Feb. 4...... do ..... 82
Taylor, Floriman J. ceveesees 18 do ...... do ..... 87
Tuttle, Thomas B ... ..o covnoienL0as t 20 |Mar. 5...... do ..... 64

The following text books were used :

Arithmetic, Hagar ; Physiology, Hutchinson ; Geography, Fay ;
Geometry, Brooks; Readers, Hillard, Sargent, Wilson ;. Natural
Philosophy, Norton; Botany, Gray; History, Swinton’s U. S.;
Algebra, Smyth, Robinson, Loomis; Chemistry, Elliot and Storer ;
English Literature, Day; Astronomy, Lockyer; Didactics, Dittes,
Wikersham ; Grammar and Mental Philosophy have been taught
orally.

The school year consists of 38 weeks, divided into two terms.

The school numbers this term (fall term, 1873,) ninety-five.

During the year for which this report is made, we had no libra-
ry nor apparatus worthy of mention. Within a few weeks a
very good chemical and physical apparatus has been obtained,
and before the close of the year 1873, there will be placed upon
our library shelves a good collection of the best works, American
and foreign, in education, science, history and general literature.

The furniture and building are in good condition. The grounds
have been improved by the construction of a fence, so long need-
ed. Grading and the transplanting of trees, will be needed in
the spring.

The preceding year has been a prosperous one, but with the in-
creased facilities placed at our command, we may expect a much
more satisfactory record for the current year.

The most pressing want of the school at present, is an advanced
course of instruction. As the question of the establishment of
such a course is now under consideration by the Board of Trus-
tees I will not dwell upon the matter in this report, but I may be
allowed to say that all the teachers in the school are firmly con-
vinced of the necessity of such an extension of our work, and
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that, so far as I have been able to ascertain, the sentiment of the
school is unanimously in the same direction.

Respectfully submitted.
C. C. ROUNDS, Principal.

Srare Norman Scroor, }
Farmingtoun, Me., Jan. 17, 1874.

Ho~x. Wagrgren JoHNSON,
State Superintendent Common Schools :

The first of November last, as required by the board of Normal
School Trustees, the report of this school for the preceding school
year, was submitted. I beg leave to submit a very brief supple-
mentary statement.

The total attendance of the term just closed has been 96. Of
these, a larger proportion than usual completed the term. Some
friends of the school feared that the changes from the former plan
of three terms a year, to the present plan of two terms, would re-
sult in a diminished attendance. That this would be the immedi-
ate result was anticipated by all, but it was thought that the real
gaio would more than couulerbalunce the apparent loss. The ex-
periment has been sufficiently tried to fully justify the change. A
class is now admitted at the beginning of each term, and at the
close of each term a class is graduated. It is thus possible to se-
cure such a gradation and progression in the work of the school,
as experience had proved it impossible to obtain in any other way.
Formerly, the work of the school was very much broken up by
the small attendance of the winter term. In many cases, pupils
who could have continued their studies, were tempted to remain
out during that time, by the facilities offered for doing so; thus
breaking the connection in their studies, and weakening the in-
ducement to go on with the course. It is believed that the aver-
age benefit derived by our pupils from the present plan, is much
greater than from the former one, not only in attainment of posi-
tive results in scholarship, but also in the formation of habits of
study, bearing a closer relation, in continuity and earnestness, to
the real character of the problem presented. A larger percentage
of pupils graduate each year, on the present plan, than on the
former one. Nor is the work really harder than before, as at the
middle of each term there is a recess of one week.
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Since the date of my annual report, the facilities for instruction
have been much increased by the purchase of an excellent chemi-
cal and philosophical apparatus, and of a carefully selected
library. In consequence of not being able to devote to this pur-
pose so much of the appropriation made by the last Legislature,
as we had anticipated, there are some deficiencies in apparatus
and in books yet to be supplied.

Dr. N. T. True, so well known as an enthusiastic and accom-
plished geologist and mineralogist, has made for us in New York,
an admirable collection of specimens, illustrative of the geology
of that State, furnishing rare facilities for instruction in that
branch of science.

We are under deep obligations to Simeon Lowell, Esq., of this
place, for the donation of a large number of mineralogical speci-
mens, ‘‘ and still there is room.”’

It is especially gratifying to note that the proportion of those
coming to the school with a high degree of professional spirit
increases from year to year. This is evidence that the normal
schools are making their mark upon the State, and that a clearer
impression is going abroad as to the real place of these schools in
our educational system.

There have been this year some changes in our corps of teach-
ers. Miss Sarah B. Morton and Miss Laura M. Curtis, who gave
such valuable assistance in the work of the school last year, we
were unable to retain. Their places are now efficiently filled by
Mr. J. W. Stetson, a graduate of this school, and Miss Clara F.
Allen of Rockland, Me., a graduate of the State Normal School
at Bridgewater, Mass. Mr. Roliston Woodbury and Miss Jennie
M. Hayden, to whom the school has been so much indebted in the
past, still remain among our teachers.

The model school continues under the skilful direction of Miss
Etta Kilbreth.

Mr. Lewis F. Worthley, after a year of very acceptable service
as teacher of music, left the State. We were fortunate in secur-
ing the services of Mr. C. A. Allen, a teacher of long experience,
to continue the work of this department.

The school received its first visit from the Legislative Committee
on Education, last winter. This visit was of great benefit to both
of our normal schools, by furnishing to members of the Legisla-
ture opportunities never before enjoyed, of becoming acquainted

4
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with their practical workings. We were glad to see at our grad-
uation exercises yesterday, with the State Superintendent of Com-
mon schools, a large and interested delegation, representing the
Senate, the House, the Board of Trustees, and the Executive
Council.

The most imperative want of the school is now an extension of
our course, in time and in studies. But as this is under consider-
ation by the Board of Trustees, it is unnecessary for me to speak
of it further.

Respectfully submitted.
C. C. ROUNDS.

EasterNy State Normar Scmoor,
Castine, Me., October 30th, 1873,

Hon. Slanley T. Pullen, Secretary Board of Normal School
Trustees :

I have the honor of submitting the report of the Eastern Nor-
man School required by your board. The new house was first oc-
cupied by the school February 19th, of the present year. The
building proves to be very commodious and convenient. It is
pronounced by competent judges to be one of the best school
houses in the State.

The last Legislature made an appropriation of $3,000 to meet
further necessities of the school. This sum the Governor and
Council decided to expend upon the grounds, and in the purchase
of furniture, apparatus and books.

During the months of August and September, double desks of
the most approved pattern, were placed in the main school-room,
and settees in the recitation rooms.

The teachers’ platform and room were also supplied with the
necessary furniture. Shades were also purchased for the windows,
and cases for apparatus and specimens. A carefully selected, but
not extensive philosophical apparatus and set of chemicals have
been purchased. Every article is good and useful, but many
more are needed, which will be purchased as funds are obtained.
We have a small library consisting mainly of text books, with a
few valuable reference books. The school needs a large collec-
tion of reference and scientific books, also the standard works in
- general literature, and a professional library of pedagogical books.
Every dollar expended by the State for good books, will greatly
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increase the value of every dollar expended in building and teach-
ing.

Books are great teachers, if of the right kind and in the right
place. We hope to add to the library from the last appropriation,
but the amount left, after meeting the other expenses, will be
small. I most earnestly recommend that all the ¢ running expen-
ses’” of the school be paid directly by the State, aud that the inci-
dental money paid by the pupils, be devoted to an increase of the
library and apparatus. In this way valuable additions could be
made each term.

The lot needed grading and drainage, and roads were needed
from the streets to the building. A “‘blind ”’ stone drain has been
made across the low land, and a covered brick drain laid from this
to the street drain. Curved roads, laid on a stone foundation,
have been constructed from Main and Pleasant streets, to the
school house. Some further grading will be done this fall on the
lot.

In most respects the building is in good condition, though the
roof has not proved water-tight, nor the basement at all times dry.

The school has had a good degree of prosperity during the year.

The attendance has been quite large ; the age, ability, and ear-
nestness of the pupils, comparing favorably with previous years.
There has been but little sickness, and no deaths have occurred.

It has not always been possible to secure good boarding places.
for all the pupils. It is not well that any school be dependent .
upon the people of the town in which it is located, for boarding -
accommodations. The quality of rooms, price of board, and so-
cial influences are beyond the control of the principal to a great
extent. ’

The highest good of the pupils demand that home influences, as .
well as school influences, be under the direction of the teachers.

A good boarding house is greatly needed. A valuable lot has
been secured, and plans have been drawn of such a house as is.
needed. A building that will accommodate one hundred pupils, .
can be thoroughly built and farnished for $10,000. If the State
will not give this sum, can it not be induced to loan it at 6 per-
cent. interest, to the school ? :

Massachusetts has given more than $25,000 to each of her.nor-
mal schools for the erection of boarding houses. I trust the Board:
will move in this matter.
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I have previously recommended to your Board, and I now again
earnestly urge, an extension of the normal school course to three
years, for the benefit of those graduates of the present course,
who desire a better preparation for their chosen work.

The high schools call for our graduates, demanding of them a
better preparation than we can give to most of them in two years,
and our best educators acknowledge that the normal schools give
the best training, so far as it goes.

Why cannot they better give completion to this work than other
schools? Do not economy, wisdom and justice demand the ad-
vanced course 7 The additional labor required for the advanced
class will demand but one more on the teaching force, so that the
increased expense will be small. T trust this matter will receive
early and earnest attention by the Board.

We desire to express our thanks to the Board for their work
and words in our behalf; to express the hope that the normal
school may fully meet their expectations and the wants of the peo-
ple. '

Respectfully,

@.T. FLETCHER,

Eastery State NormaL SCHOOL,}
Castine, December 1, 1873.
Hon. WarreN Jornson, Superiniendent of Schools :

Dear Sir:—I submit my Annual Report for the year ending
November 18, 1873.

The tabular arrangement, required by law, to indicate the
length of school terms, date of entering and leaving, and age
of each pupil, and the days of attendance, will be found below.
The text-books in use in the school are given.

Reporr oF EasTerN NorMAL ScHOOL.

Winter Term, 1872-73. .
Class B ..... i ettt e, 11

“ D e etee e 4
S 16
R e, i treriieieeia e 20
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Rerorr oF EasterNy NormaL Scmoor—Concluded.

Spring Term, 1873.

Class A ....covvviiiinana... e 13
EE O e R 0 |
D e e e e 19
“OE o e .21
Total, Spring Term . .................. 110
_ Fall Term, 1873.
Class B .o cee. 9
€0 VT 14
E R e 19
HE . | 4
COF i 36
Total, Fall Term....... e ereeeaa 95
Grand total...... e e .. 256
‘' Winter TerM, 1872-73.
B CLASS. A Date of Date of Days
ge Entering. Leaving. Present.
Bartlett, Reuel Sevvueviveieneianennn 21 453
Black, Mattie C ....oc.on.ts EETTT T 18 45%
Brown, Rosa M .......... ... tevenaen 19 454
Byrne, Annie G.. ..o vveiieei i et 20 36%
Durgin, Mary C .| 28 453
Emery, Abbie S... .19 41
Jeonys, Lauvra L. ... oo ceii i onnl] 20 403
Lenfest, Elvira S......eeiiiieoiaeana] 27 424
Sawyer, Ida M ............. vesseenen 18 37
Stone, Melville ....covaveveervnnanns 21 17
Walker, Annette S....ooeveevannnne..] 20 37%
D CLASS. ‘
Averill, Emma D .....oviiieninenan.| 23 42
Gould, Etta M.....covuvineneiineenan 22 39%
Pendleton, Lavinia B................. 292 423
Bimpson, Jobn E......... .. PP Ry 43%
Stevens, Julia C ............ teseeacnn 24 40}
E CLASS.
Adams, Silas N ............. 17 45%
Buker, Clara L . . 17 39§
Burns, Oramon . ceeed] 22 44
Byrne, Mary E .. .eov it ii i ool | 18 45
Emery, George C..oveienevinnarenannf 17 43%
Fletcher, Annie M ...... Cheenaseneeen 19 45
Foss, William R . .......ocoev oo uiul| 18 45%
Gale, Mary J...ocove vt cvnvraveenans| 22 45
Gardoer, Lizzie Liceve eore vevevonnausn 117 44}
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WinteEr TerM, 1872-73— Concluded.

E CLASS. Aze Date of Date of Days
g Entering. Leaving. Present.

Hatch, Annie.........eeevivnvannanes| 16 |Dec. 5 ..... Feb. 9 ..... 404
Houston, Jennie R .......couvivenius 17 do .... do .ee 45
Lawn, Eunice M ..... ..o cecaeeneaedf 23 (Des. IT.....| do ..... 343
Leach, Nora..oes cvvnvevscaneneseenes] 16 {Dee. 5 ..... do . 44
Perkins, Dora B ......... .c...ute wees] 17 dob .... do ..... 443
Philbrook, Edward E..... ... Ceeeeaees 18 | dod e.cu.| do ... 45%
Taney, Teresa «..ccoovvvvvevvvaiaense| 19 (Deo. 6 o....| do  ..... 39%

F CLASS.
Bowden, Jennie G.....cooevvviveerene.| 27 (Dec. b ..... Feb. 9 . 43
Bowden, Lena....coovveniiinnnanaandf 17 do ..... do ..... 43%
Dolloff, Carrte A. B ....vvviesaienenns| 16 do ..... do ..... 45
Durham Carrie B vovvenevnnncnnnanss 16 do .| do . 43
Emerson,Sath............. R I . . 38
Eames, Caro Li.ovvevr vveennnreeennna| 16 45%
Farnham, Apnie G ....vevvnennenvanf 17 443
Hale, Lucy E.... oo ciniiiienantn 17 .. 44
Macomber, Ernestine L ... .... .... ...\ .16 |Dec. 6 .... do  ..... 45
MoKusiok, Levi H ........... [ 19 IDec. 5 .....| do . 45}
Morelen, Ida C +vevuvvvrvnevennaaes| 16 do .....| do ..... 44%
Rea, Alice A ..coccoviivn i iianaaan] 1T do ..., do ..... 43%
Shaw,Samuel...........‘......,....v 17 do .....| do 45
Small, FannieF.......... ... 17 do .....| do 45%
Snow, Fannie C . 16 do ..... do 43%
Stanley, Henry B 19 do ..... do ..... 45
Wade, Fannie A ................. ee.l 16 do .....| do ..... 45%
York, Ada L «.vvvvnrvieriienvinnnnse 17 do ....¢] do ..... 45
Vork, Frank W...iiiuiie iveeneencans 23 do .| do veee 45

Serine TErM, 1873

A CLASS.
Bartlett, Reuel S........cccveveeevae.| 21 [Feb. 19.....[May 21..... 65
Black, Mattie C...... Cebeseenanennaen 19 do .....| do 65
Brown,Ros& . P I 1] do .... do ... 65
Butler, Eloise S.. ... PN . do . 64
Emery, Abbie S.. do 65
Guptill, Fannie S ApnllO. 25
Hinkley, Fred H. ... [ . May 21..... 38
Hutchinson, Sarah C tesessssnnss 23 |Feb. 19..... Mar. 7 ..... 15
Jennys, Laura Lu.ees covenvnnvnnnns 20 do ..... May 21..... 63
Lawrence, Georgie S...... veecassaoees] 20 do ..... do ... 65
Lanfest, Elvira T, ... veveveennnennnnn 27 do .... do ... 65
Sawyer, Ida M......ocovivinnnnenene 18 do .....|] do ... 60
Walker, Annette S .......evo0vaeaanes| 20 [Feb. 25.....| do ..... 60

C CLASS.
Averill, Emma D ........cco0oiaooil] 28 |Feb. 19.....|May 21.... 65
Bragg, Ralph S ieet it et cnanaaaa| 20 do .. do  ..... 64
" Carpenter, JulmD ....... esseessseeaal 26 |Mar.10.....[ do ..... 50
Gould, Etta M. . Ceeeeas .1 22 |Feb. 19,... do ..... 65
Laton, WlnﬁeldS.... tevesecasnanes.| 20 [Mar.1l .....] do ..... 58
Leaeh Bessio.... coue e .| %0 |Feb, 19.....May 9 .... 48
Pendleton Lavmia. E. 22 do ..... May 21..... 65
Moore, James S........... 20 Mar.3 ..... do .... 58
Plummer. DavulS 18 |Feb. 19... do ..... 65
Simpson, John E. ... vevrene ..! 17 |Feb. 26.....{ do ..... 60
Young,FredO....................... 20 Feb. 19.....] do ..... 65
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SeriNe TerM, 1873— Continued.

55

D CLASS. A Date of Date of Days
8% | Entering. Leaving. Present.
Adams, Silas N..veerveenvennvnne we..| 18 [|Feb. 19..... May 21..... 65
Bartlett, David «covvevvvrnnneonnn wees| 18 do ..... May 9 ..... 57
Burgess, Flora A, ..oovvvevnie e ann 16 do  ..... May 15..... 60
Byrne, Mary E..... May 21 63
Crosby, Mary A..... 65
Downs, Eunice M ...... 59
Emery, George C. ... 61
Fletcher, Annie M .. 55
Foss, William R ...... 65
Gale, Mary J........... 60
Gardner, Lizzie L..... «..cvveueeeaonnl 17 |Feb 19..... do .. 65
Gilmore, Melvin . ..ev covvvvievanenvnnn ‘23 do  ..... do ..... 65
Jarvis, Lizzie M . ..o coenas . 18 do do ..... 64
Lattie, Isabelle R ... 23 |Feb. 2%7.....| do vaee 60
Mullin, Etta F.. 22 Mar.3 ..... Aprill8..... 35
Piper, Edna L ... ... .o.l 17 |Feb. 19..... May 21.... 61
Taney, Teresa..occoeeveeeceennvenesans| 19 [Feb. 24..... do 63
Woster, Orris B......voeeunee veeevenn| 22 Mar. 17,0, do ... 48
Young, Ada M ....co.oeviieen woeenn 18 jFeb. 19..... May 9 ..... 55
: E CLASS.
Barnes, Abbie M..........coovevewue.f 21 Mar. 3 ..... May 9 . ... 51
Buker, Clara L .. .cveeeeevneeeannnan.) 1T Feb. 19..... May 21..... 65
Clifford, Lillie G . ..o vvuncaes . 16 do .....] do . 65
Crosby, Ellery C..... ........ 18 do ..... do .. 65
Dolloff, Carrie A. B.. .o vvvvveenann, 15 do . do .... 66
Durham, Carrie Bo.oooeiicinn e vnns 16 do ..... do ... 65
Fenlason, Ella E.......cocivvinenonn. 20 do .....[ do ..... 65
French, Nathaniel S.......... ..o .ot 19 (Mar. 10..... Aprill8..... 30
Holmes, Alice M. ..o cevveevinenena..] 18 63
Lawn, Eunico M . ceeeviuevensonenenea| 28 55
Morse, Josephine A . 19 50
Nash, Albert S ...... .18 65
Philbrook, Edward E.................] 18 65
Rea, Alice A t.ovieeevnnscunens feees| 1T 65
Shaw, Samuel ....oeeceveione annnaes| 17 65
Staples, Florence M ..................| 16 do .....| do ..... 63
Staples, Corydon S ....covvnvi il 20 do ..... do ves 65
Trask, Mellie A .....covevinnann 21 do ..... do ... 65
‘Wade, Fannie A .... 16 do ..... May 2 ..... 47
York, Ada L ....... 17 do ..iMay 21..... 64
York, Frank W...o.o it iieiinnnnnn 23 do ..... do ..... 64
F CLASS.
Allen, George P ............ovvuewe..| 18 (Feb. 19..... May 21..... 65
Arey, Adella § ........o00eeviie. ... 18 (Feb 27, do ..... 59
Atwood, Charles P ....ovvvenncven vuns 16 |Feb. 19. ...| do 65
Bakeman, George J .......... 1y do .eeaAprilll. ... 36
Bragg, Nellie A . ... 16 do ..... May 9 . 56
Brophy, Bertha H... .. 16 do  ..... May 21..... 63
Burgin, M. D ....... seseressaearanas 17 do eeeel do ... 65
Butler, Arthur N ... oovevienoianannn 17 do ..... do ..... 65
Carpenter, Ruth W............0v e 17 (Mar. 10..... Mar. 21..... 10
Clements,"Rose R ... coev vt an, 16 do ..... Feb. 19..... 65
Conley, Lizzie ...o.ovvueeianncane s 16 do do ..... 64
Conner, Ardell M ... ..oevevivennnns 17 do ..... do .. 65
Curtis, William C.... ..o oveivin cinn 23 do . do ..... 65
Delano, Sarah C ...oivveeeevnnennaann| 35 do ..... do ..... 65
Dow, Zelynda J....ucvuenoans [N 17 |Mar. 20..... do ceee 45
Dutton, Henry S.uveevevveerennevens| 17 (Feb. 19..... do ..... 65
Eames, Annie B ..oivviienerevennaensf 186 do  ...../May 9 ..... 55
Bames, George Fuuvvovreenrenvaneseee| 18 1 do  .....1May 21..... 65
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Serine TerM, 1873— Concluded.

F CLASS. Ago Date of Date of Days
& Entering. Leaving. Present.
Eaton, Hosea B...oovcvveonee ionnannn 17 |Feb. 19.....]April28..... 46
Emerson, Hlla..... 18 do .....|May 2I..... 65
Farnham, Annie G ... 19 do e do ..... 64
Farpham. Howard C...... . 20 do veoo|April25..... 45
Folsom, Cora L...covvervrveneneennaes| 16 do «...|May 21..... 65
Graves, Annie C . .covvvieteve it onnn 16 |Mar. 10..... do ..... 53
Hall, Dora M.....cotcevrvnnrveenvons 21 [Feb. 19.....! do ..... 65
Jameson, Helen E........ .... weeeeees| 18 do eenel do ..., 65
Macomber, Eraestine Li . .. oevv ovv o] 16 do ..... do .. 65
Moore, Caddie C........ T e (. do ..... May 8 54
Moore, Mary F ....ovvenven vivnana.| 18 do ..... do ..... 54
Morelen, Ida C ...ovvveeeviieien ot 16 do .....|May 21..... 65
Oakes, Mary E .. cvvevvnsnenevnnevnes 17 do ..... May 8 ..... 53
Orbeton, Amelia W.......coooventas 21 |Mar.3 ..... April28..... 40
Perkins, Manping E.............. «e..| 18 |Feb. 19.... |May 21..... 63
Plummer, Louise L....ccovivevieeans.| 16 do  .....[ do ..... 65
Realf, Sophia E...... «...vvevuveven.| 43 [Mar. 10.... do ..... 53
Shaw, Lizzie. ...cveeeves vinnas ..| 63 |[Feb, 19. .. do ..... 65
Snell, Mary . .... .. 26 [Mar.31.....| do ..... 40
Stevens, Herbert E.......c.coveeecue.| 18 (Feb. 19.....{ do ..... 60
Stinson, Bliza W. ... iovivieaiin.n. 19 do .....[] do ..... 60
Strattard, Charles F .. .... c..ccovvattn 17 do ..... do ..... 62
Strattard, Rose B .... ... cvvevuervne.| 18 do ..... do ..... 60
Taylor, Flora A...... e ereseceeaaes 20 [Mar.3 .....May 9 ..... 48
Warren, Addie L. ... c.veveneevun oee.| 17 (Mar. 10.....|May 21..... 53
Webb, Hattie M . .... . . 16 |Feb. 19.....| do ..... 60
Whittier, Charles A..................1 18 do ..... May 15..... 57
FarL Term, 1873.
B CLASS.
Arey, Laura E ..... 20 }Aug. 14.....|Nov. 14..... 673
Bragg, Ralph S.. .. 21 | do  ...e.f do ..., 68
Laton, Winfield S ... ..ovvvve e e aa| 20 do  een..f dOo e.... 22
Moore, James 8 . .... cieieiiivnneaea] 21 do  .....f do ..., 68
Pendleton, Lavinia E ...........00000] 23 JAug. 20.....| do ..... 61%
Plummer, David S ....... .00 cvieeaeef 19 lAug.18.....1 do ..... 66
Read, Ellen R...covvvinrvennvinncnaa]eneeed] do wooanf do weene 65
Simpson, John E ... ...l 18 jAug.15..... do ..... 67
Young, Fred O....vviienvinivnenans 21 ‘Aug. 14... do ..... 663
C CLASS.
Adams, Silas N viveve viee vecnseneanas 18 |Oct. 15.....|Nov. 14..... 23
Bartlett, David... .. ..cevveeueve ey 18 {Aug. 21..... do ..... 63
Bayard, Nellie L.........oveveennaies| 21 |Aug. 15..... do ... 64
Bray, Ada F. ..cvevveieeieiiiaencael| 18 do ..o do ...l 64
Emery, George C...ovvvivveeevannene.) 18 do «....f do ... 67
Fletoher, Annie M .......... 20 do .....] do ... 67%
Gale, Mary J...coovinenn o 22 do - ... do ..... 68
Gilmore, Melvin ......... ... 24 do  .iee.| do ..., 68
Jarvis, Lizzie M . ..0vcavsvus 19 do ceeee] do e.... 674
Lattie, Isabelloe R .......ocoevvvieioo.| 24 [Aug, 18... do ..... 64}
Philbrook, Edward E..... .....cc..v...] 19 |Aug.21.....| do ..... 61
Piper, Edna L ......... eveveecansaess| 17 jAug.18... do ..... 653
Putnam, Myra....cooveeivienciaon.d 18 do .....| do ..... 66
Taney, Teresa.... voveeevssenecevsvees| 20 do ..... Nov. 4 ..... 56}
D CLASS.
Allen, Fred ..... tieessesesescesneses] 19 Sept. 4 .....|Nov.14..... 45
Buker, Clara L ...ccovveevenn e een.| 18 [Aug. 14.....| do .... 663
Curtis, Eanice M..vee oeue .. Creeeeens 21 JAug.18... .) do ..... 66
Crosby, Ellery C.vvvveverviennnne el 19 lAug. 14..... Sept. 26.-... 32
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Faur Term, 1878— Continued.
D CLASS. A Date of Date of Days
8o Entering. Leaving. Present.
Delano, Sarah C . ..o cvvt vvev v aunf 35 50%
Dolloff, Carrie A. B ... cvteiievnen e 16 60
Durham, Carrie B ...c.vovevevennnns| 17 60
French, Nathaniel S.. ..ovvvuivueenens 19 42
Graves, Lillias. .. voue eoee cenevans vens 33 603
Perkins, Dora B . ....ivvvnennensacn. 18 67%
Phillips, Fred I .. 21 65
Rea, Alice A .... ... ..l 18 60
Staples, Conydon S.....lv vt vienaean| 21 37
Staples, Florence M ..................]| 16 66%
Towle, J. Fred .....vvvenvnnenins veesl 22 61
Trask, Mellie A .....ccvviivevannone.| 22 67
Wade, Fannie A ......coovivvvee wne]| 16 67
York, Ada L ..o vvntvviniennneennnns 18 65
York, Frank W .. ... oovtciveianrannn 24 68
E CLASS.
Allen, George P ..o vvvvaevn cevneas| 18 [Aug. 14.....|Nov, 14..... 66}
Atwood, CharlesT....cevevenevenneen.| 17 do ... do .... 66%
Brophy, Bertha...........oociviill] 17 do ~ ..... Aug. 18..... 2
Clement, Chester W .......ccoivenaee.| 21 do .....\Nov. l4..... 68
Conley, Lizzie ............coceeaneen| 16 do ... do . 65%
Conner, Ardell Muvoow cive vivevvnnannn]ivennn do .....[Sept. 18..... 26
Curtis, William C .......... .. 23 U do ..... Nov. 14..... 68
Dow, Zelynda J...oecvvene oun 1T do ..... do .ee.s 67%
Eames, George F......ovvcviiiaenenel] 19 do ..... do ... 68
Hale, Lucy BE. ............c..oeieee| 18 JAug.15... do 63
Hall, Dora M.........ccocveiinn... 21 |Aug.l4..... do ..... 68
Merrifield, Margaret L.... ... .cvvous 17 do ..... Oct. 31.. 57
Parker, George C. ..o vevnvreecinnvnnn 20 do .....;Sept. 1 .... 12
Perkins, Manning E .......ocveenn L0 18 do . Oct. 10.... 43
Shaw, Lizzie...ceocun.on. 16 do .....|Nov. l4... 64
Towle, Benjamin C veo| 20 |Aug. 26.....0ct. 23.... 42
Ward, Charles M.........coevvnneenn ! 21 JAug. 14.....!Nov, 14,. . 68
F CLASS.
Benson, Estella .. .....c.oveevuvenene.) 17 JAug. 14.....|Nov. l4... 68
Bickford, Franeis S.......c..0 veeevna.| 23 dgb 68
Bolton, Luey A..... .......e 20 |Aug. 18 40
Bunker, Sarah M ........coivenan... 22 |Aug. l4... 68
Clement, Hallowell F, ...............| 18 do 68
Clements, Addio V ... cvuueesoennvnns 17 |Aug. 16..... 67
Crosby, AdaM....... .eovvenevnunene.| 16 [Aug. l4..... 663
Crowley, Eva F ...... T T I X do 674
¢ Douglass, Lizzie M........c..ovvuvnnen 16 |Aug. 18 66
Drake, Naney A...ovvvuvvneevnneanns| 22 lAug. M... 56%
Emerson, Sarah D........c..aeuv vl 16 do 673
Fletcher, Etta H.......... 16 do 57
Friend, Fanunie A .. . 20 do 67
Friend, Melissa A............ 23 do 674
Gibbs, John P ..ocvvn venae, 20 do 67
Hall, Henry B............. .| 20 |Aug. 15..... 59
Hasey, Charles E................. eeeel 19 [Aug. 14 67
Hutchinson, Ella.....couvviusvaniana| 20 do 66
Jarvis, William............oociiiiit| 17 |Aung. 18 66
Johnson, Frank W ....... .0 vienan.. 17 do 66
Kennard, Ida C.... creieees| 16 |Aug. 14 68
Lord, Deborah P. .. 17 |Aug. 18 66
Maddocks, Allen Li.... ..cvneee. oot 20 |Aug. 14..... 67
Mansur, Granville .........ccovien ol 38 [(Aung. 15 . 10
Morrow, George C.ovsvvveveneveenveed| 21 [Aug. 14 . 52
Morse, Jennie A ...vevenn it anin ves SO do  Levse dO aaess 57
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Farr TerMm, 1873— Concluded.

F CLASS. Ape Date of Date of Days
8% | Eotering. Leaving. Present.
Palmer, Fred S ......c.ivvveviineeen.| 18 |Aug. 14.....(Nov. I4..... 67
Piper, Etta B..oovovrviiniinnvnnn i 16 |Aug.2l.....| do ..... 62
Prescott, Daniel ........ccovvvivnannn 24 |Aug. 14..... do ... 67
_ Smith, Ligzie <o e ereee vene vrevr e P AU B —do v as s — 66
Spencer, Emma L coovvvvevanevvneanss 17 jAug. 14..... do ..... 644
Swett, Clarence . teaeeneean) 20 do ..... do ..... 67
Toothaker, Llewellyn P.. ceeeeees| 23 do ..... do ..... 673
Trask, Frank A.. P I £ do ..... do ..... 68
Whltney Alden J.. teees.edeeees| 26 |Aug.18..... Bept. 19..... 24
Fernald, Apnie E ..........0vvviinunn 18 lAug. 14..... Nov. 14..... 68

Texr-Booxks.

Readers—Hillard, National, Wilson. Othography—Worcester’s,
Webster’s. Grammar—Kerl, The Teachers’. Rhetoric—Quack-
enbos. English Literature—Collier. Intellectual Philosophy—
Porter, Champlin. History—Barnes’ United States, Anderson’s
General. School Economy—Wickersham. Drawing—Various
text-books and objects. Arithmetic—French, Robinson’s Higher.
Algebra—Robinson, Davis. Geometry—Brooks. Trigonometry—
Brooks. Astronomy—Steele, Riddle. Physics—Norton. Chemis-
try— Stecle.  Geography—* Our World,” Hall. Physiology—
Martindale. Geology-—Tenney. Science of Government—Alden.
Natural History—Lectures by the Teachers. Botany—Gray.
Theory of Teaching. Lectures and Discussions. Practice of
Teaching. Teaching Exercises. Book-keeping—Waitt.

School year consists of three terms, of 14 weeks, 10 weeks and
14 weeks respectively.

The past year has been one of prosperity to the school ; neither
teachers nor pupils have suffered from severe or prolonged sick-
ness. Those who have availed themselves of the provisions of
the State for training teachers are, in nearly every instance, young e
men and women of good moral characters and intellectual ability.

With but few exceptions, the pupils have devoted themselves
faithfully to the work assigned to them, and the interest manifested
in the special work of preparing to teach what has been learned
gives promise of good work to be realized in our public schools.

The advantages offered by the Normal School for mental im-
provement and professional training have drawn hither many
young men and women of talent and energy, whose pecuniary
means would not allow of a more expensive and less practical
course of ingtruction. The State wisely assists these young
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persons of ability to an education which benefits them, and
through them the community to an extent hardly to be estimated.
The increase in teachers’ wages, and the demand for Normal
graduates are positive testimony from the people that better
teaching is appreciated. ,

As our district schools are improving, and the Free High
Schools are adding so much of interest and power to our school
system, the Normal School must broaden its course of study to
meet the demand for higher than common school education.
Your attention is respectfully called to my recommendation made
to the Board of Trustees, and to the Report of J. W. Dresser, Esq.,
Special Committee of the Board, upon an advanced course.

On the 21st of May last, the new school-house was dedicated.
The building is in most respects a good one; its general appear-
ance is creditable to the architect, and the internal arrangement
is convenient,. ;

The defects to which your attention has been called will doubt-
less be remedied. The house at time of dedication had neither
furniture nor apparatus belonging to the State. I recommended
in my last Report an appropriation of $5,000, to be expended upon
the grounds, for furniture, apparatus and library. This sum, not
large, would have proved sufficient to furnish all that the school
will need in that direction for years. The Legislature granted
$3,000, a sum $500 less than was given to the Western Normal
School, which was already supplied with furniture.

By direction of the Governor and Council, the appropriation has
been mainly expended in grading and draining the lot, purchasing
desks for teachers and pupils, cases for apparatus, blinds for the
windows, repairs and Trustees’ expenses, leaving about $500 for
the purchase of apparatus and books. This sum, as you well
know, will purchase but a small amount of good apparatus.
Nearly the whole amount was expended in that direction, leaving
about $50 for books. In no school are books more needed or
better appreciated, than in the Normal School. The Legislature,
which has so wisely established and well sustained the Normal
School, must see that without a library to furnish information and
to incite to a broad course of general and professional reading,
the teachers going from the school to their work will be deficient
in much knowledge and strength that might have been gained
from a well selected library. An appropriation of $2,000 will put
the school upon a broad, firm basis, as regards apparatus and books.
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I desire to express through you to the Legislature, the thanks
of the teachers of this school, and of the ‘“ noble six hundred”’
who have gone forth to work for the State, for what has already
been done for us.

Not for our sake do we ask for more, but for the children of the
State, that what has been generously given, may be made ten-fold

more valuable by the gift of a little more. The Legislature will
certainly see that in justice to this school its equipment be made
equal to that of the Western School.

As the able Board of Trustees will present the interests of the
Normal School, I will not trespass further upon your valuable

space. Respectfully,
G. T. FLETCHER.

Maine CENTRAL INSTITUTE, }
Pittsfield, Nov. 29, 1873.

Howx. Warren Jomnson, Superintendent of Common Schools :

We submit our report of the Normal Department of Maine
Central Institute for the year commencing Nov. 5th, 1872,
and closing Oct. 29th, 1873. The school year consists of four
terms of ten weeks each, and during the year the Department
has been in guccessful operation.

In the Ladies’ and the College Preparatory Courses there are
several who teach one term a year in the common schools, and
these receive benefit from the Normal Department.

The following list of students consists of those who are in the
Normal classes :

NAMES. A Date of Date of |Attendance
8% | Entrance. Leaving. |in Weeks.
Corson, Florence E ....... ..o vvueveu.| 21 (Feb. 7, 72.. - 25
Mitchell, Mellie Z .......... .| 19 |Feb, 2, ’7T1.. - 20
Perkins, Emma L . 20 [Sept. 1, °70.. - 15
Weymouth, Mary E . . 18 |Feb. 6, 73.. - 22
Davis, 08Car. ceue evvevans anee 19 |Aug. 24,71.. - 10
Foster, Susan D.....oovvvvivenenn e 17 [Feb. 6, ’73.. - 30
Johnson, Dellie BE...ovovvvvee cunnaaee) 19 [Aug. 24,71, .)April16,’73.. 15
Oliver, Orville C.evvvvvvevenevnensess| 18 |Nov.6,’72..|April 16,’73.. 20
Ridley, Horace D ....vevveeneonns .ve.| 18 [Feb. 6, '73.. - 10
Crooker, Lizzie E .... 17 |Aug.21,73.. - 10
Hobart, Tina «.ovvvesaaaeonn «ee.| 18 |Nov. 6, 72..|Jan. 15,’73.. 10
Jaques, Helen I.....ccoo0evveeeneaesl 16 |Aug.21,73.. - 10
Johnson, Edgar B...ocoviivevnnnannn 18 [Aug.21,73.. - 10
Johnson, Mary Li.veeveeieveremaenwae.t 16 |Feb. 6,773 ..|April16,’73.. 10
Libby, Annie F...coovviiviiennnnnnns 16 |Aug.21,73.. - 6
Marr, EAWIn ...cvveev.vvvenen cneoeaes) 19 {Feb. 6,°73.. - 10
Pendexter, Nellie M...ooveced'vueeeess| 16 [Aug. 21,73.. - 10
Phillips, Addie C ....... Ceresens e.ees| 18 |Aug.21,’73.. - 10
Robinson, LaForest ...oevvveee van. cues 20 |Feb. 6, ’73.. - 20
Stinson, Eva A .......... teeeaeas aaes 13 lAug. 21,73.. - 10
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Text Books. Progressive Fifth Reader, Monroe’s Fith Reader,
Webster’s or Worcester’s Dictionary, Warren’s Common School
Geography, Greenleaf’s Practical Arithmetic, Kerl’s and Swinton’s
Grammars, Steele’s Natural Philosophy, Eliot and Storer’s Chemis-
try. Barnes’ U. S. History, Loomis’ Geometry, Hooker’s Geology,
Gray’s Botany, Hart’s Rhetoric, Upham’s Mental Philosophy,
Greenleaf’s Algebra, Underwood’s English Literature, Dalton’s
and Hutchinson’s Physiologies. Theory and Practice of Teaching
is taught by lectures. Optional Studies may be taken in the other
courses of study in Maine Central Institute.

The present Principal took charge of the Department with the
Fall Term, 1873. The Associate has been employed a year long-
er. Our course may be extended beyond two years, and it is our
aim to give professional training with instruction.

CYRUS JORDAN, Principal Normal Dept., M. C. L
CLARA A. FORBES, Adssociate.

Hon. WarreNn JoHNSON—

Dear Sir: In accordance with the requirements of chapter 11
of the Acts of the Legislature of 1872, I submit the following as
my report of the Normal Department of Oak Grove Seminary :

Statistics of the Normal Department of Oak Grove Seminary,
Vassalboro’, for the Academic Year beginning Dec. 8, 1872, and
closing Nov. 14, 1873.

No. NAMES. Age. Date of Date of |No.Days| Days
Entering. Leaving. [on Rolis.| Present.
1 (*Henry 8 Allen ... ...... 22 |Aug. 19, "73'Nov. 14, '73 65 66
2 |*Henry D. B. Ayer........ 17 |Mar. 11, ¢ | do do 126 124
3 | Eva A. Bailey........... 17 |Dec.3, < | do do 185 184
4 |*Mary A. Bartlett.........| 22 |Aug. 19, ¢ | do do 65 65
5 {*Abbie O, Brackett........ 16 (Dec.3, '72/May 30, ™3 120 120
6 |*Anpie Virginia Costello...| 18 do do [Nov. 14, < 185 185
7 (*James M. Estes.......... 21 |Mar. 11, 73] do do 120 119
8 {*Frank E. Jones....... ce.| 19 jAug. 19, | do do 65 63
9 | Fred D. Jones ... ........| 18 |Dec.3, 72| do do 185 185
10 [*Everett C. Jones.... .... .| 20 |Mar.1ll, ’73:May 30, 73 60 60
11 i*Ida 8. Learned.. Leef 18 do do do do 60 58
12 (*George G. Low .20 do do |Nov. 14, 73] 125 103
13 [*Mary Merrill ... wees| 18 do do 'May 30, < 60 60
14 | Effie F. Newell ..........| 16 do do do do 60 53
15 *Martha B. Peckhan ......; 18 do do do do 60 59
16 {*Annie M. Pierce.........| 18 do do do do 60 60
17 |*Maria Robinson..........| 19 |Dec. 3, ’72Feb. 21, ’73 60 69
18 |*Lilla V. Silvester.........| 19 |Mar. 11, ’73|May 30, ¢ 60 58
19 *Mary E. Stanley .........| 15 do do | do do 60 60
20 *Laura B. Turner......... 16 do do |Nov. 14, ’73 125 121
21 | Geooge W. Varney .......1 18 lAug.19, 73 do .do 65 65

*Those who, up to the time of making this report, have taught or are teaching,
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Texr Books. Greenleaf’s Practical and Mental Arithmetics;
Elementary Algebra, and Shorter Course in Geometry; Clark’s -
Beginners and Normal Grammers ; Monroe’s 6th and Harper’s U,
S. 5th Readers ; Monteith’s Geography ; Worcester’s Comprehen-
give Speller; Barnes’ History U. S.; Freeman’s Outlines; Good-
rich’s Greece and Rome; Appleton’s Science Primers; Steele’s
Physiology ; Haven’s Mental Philosophy and Rhetoric ; Guizot’s
History of Civilization ; Hooker’s Natural History ; Gray’s How
Plants Grow ; Champlin’s Political Economy; Eclectic Writing
Books, and Henn-Ahn’s Rudiments of German and French.

The school year consists of three terms of thirteen weeks each ;
but the Winter and Spring terms of last year were cut short
one week on account of repairs, making the Winter sixty school
days, the Spring sixty, and the Autumn sixty-five.

Yours very respectfully,
RICHARD M. JONES,

Prin. Normal Dept. Oak Grove Seminary.
December, 1873.

TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES.

Twenty-four institutes (five days each,) have been held the
past year in as many different places. Localities have been
selected in various parts of the State to meet the convenience and
necessities of the teachers. While the total attendance of teachers
was fairly good, best where the schools are best, the great mass
of teachers in the rural sections failed to be present. It is pre-
cisely this class that we most desire to reach with the training
exercises of the ordinary institute.

The country teacher fails chiefly in methods, evecutive ability,
power to impart knowledge and skill to attract the child-pupil to
habits of observation, inquiry and reflection. These methods and
this executive skill are the pivots of action in the institute—not
attainments but execution, not to ascertain what the teacher
knows, but to indicate to the young teacher wha! to do in the
school-room and how best to do it. We have to regret, therefore,
the absence of the country school teachers from the institute. The
fault rests partly with the school officers, partly with the teachers
themselves, and in a small degree with the thoughtless indifference
of communities. The school committees do not sufficiently urge
the attendance of their teachers. School agents are not willing to
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give the time and allow wages to continue during the week’s
absence. The teacher is unwilling both to lose her wages and
incur the necessary expense of travel and board from her scanty
annual stipend ; and besides, she too often finds that the cheapest,
not. the most skilful, teacher is sought for. And so she stays at
home in the school-room, plodding on in the wearisome old way,
with no infusion of fresh life and activity from association with
sister teachers or from instructions rich with the experience and
observation of years. The citizens simply remain quiet, make no
demand upon school officers for better school work or allowance
of wages to teacher during absence from school and attendance
at the institute, offer no extra inducements or encouraging word
even to the teacher that returns from the institute to the school
refreshed and inspired for new and better efforts in her line of
school duties. This is all wrong. In some form, by some means,
the young, unskilled novice in the ranks of teachers, must be
encouraged and induced to improve every opportunity to learn
how to teach. School agents should receive the encouraging sup-
port of the community whenever they boldly incur the risk of
having a better school by allowing the attendance of teachers at
institutes with a continuance of salary. It will prove a good in-
vestment for the rest of the term. It is a strange anomaly that
in cities and towns where the work of teachers is already the best
and where institute work is least needed, these teachers are anx-
ious to attend and school officers readily grant time and wages,
while sections abundantly provided with poor teachers seem
strongly inclined to continue in that impoverished condition. In
some communities in other States, no teacher is allowed to enter
the public school work without some training either in institute or
Normal School. In the examination of candidates for teaching in
New York State the first inquiry is: Have you ever attended a
teachers’ institute? thus showing the value placed upon the
institute in the school machinery of that State. Now while we
would like to go out into the highways and byways and urge and
almost compel the attendance of the class of teachers alluded to,
we cannot forget the fact that poverty is a sterner master than we
all, and that teachers should certainly be met half way in their
efforts to elevate the general tone of teaching in the State. There-
fore, the least that can be properly done is to allow the continu-
ance of wages to such teachers as shall faithfully attend the
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institute for a period not exceeding ten days in any term or five
consecutive days at any time. I would recommend a provision of
law favorable to the teacher in granting such privilege to those
desirous of attending the institute.

The institutes were conducted by Prof., F. A. Allen, Penn.,
Prof. W. J. Corthell, Calais, and Prof. N. A. Luce, Freedom. This
is the third year that we have been favored with the services of
Prof. Allen. Limited to the narrow field of ordinary institute
work and ‘‘school-methods,’” the regular ¢ institute leader”’ or
teacher runs the great risk of tedious repetition in traversing the
game territory year after year. He only can entertain and instruct
who is able to-dive down to the great underlying principles of any
profession and bring up to view fresh and new expressions of these
principles in every day’s work and probabilities. Prof. Allen has
this desirable faculty ; and while he entertains by pleasant dis-
course, certainly draws the teacher on towards an understanding
of the true principles of pedagogics and to a more intelligent
application of the same in school-room work. Our teachers cheer-
fully express their obligation to Prof. Allen for his valuable
instructions in the institute and especially for the general profes-
sionai spirit with which bis whole aciivity and labors seem to be
inspired. We are glad to present the following testimonial to the
able services of Profs. Allen and Corthell, in the following resolu-
tions adopted by the Cumberland Teachers’ Institute, held in Port-
land in the month of November :

Resolved, That we extend to Professors Allen and Corthell, our sincere thanks for
the very able and practicable lectures given us upon the various subjects pertaining to,
and connected with, school-organization, instruction and discipline.

Resolved, That we heartily endorse the methods of organization and instruction
which have been presented, especially the division of the course of study into the fact
and philosophy periods, the introduction of elementary science into our primary, and
the study of language in all grades of our schools.

L J

The foregoing named gentlemen were associates in the sixteen
regular county institutes. Prof. Luce was employed to take
charge of eight subsidiary institutes of five days eagh, held in sec-
tions somewhat remote from the centers selected for the institutes
first mentioned, our endeavor being to afford training and practice
facilities to the great mass of our six thousand teachers. I am
pleased to report in the highest terms of Prof. Luce’s institute
work, and to express the great satisfaction of our teachers with
his efforts in their behalf.
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Privorparl INstiTuTES, 1873,

Houlton, August 4............ Profs. Allen and Corthell.
Bangor, “ 11....caett Profs. Allen and N. A. Luce.
Castine, “ 18. ..t “ “
Cherryfield, August 25......... “ “
Calais, Sept. 1 ................ Profs. Allen and Corthell.
Dexter, “ 8 .......... .u... “ “
Pittsfield, Sept. 15............. “ “
Skowhegan, Sept. 22........... “ “
,West Waterville, Sept. 29...... ‘ “
Rockland, Oct. 6.............. “ “
Boothbay, Oct. 13......... e “ ¢
Farmington, Oct. 20........... “ “
Auburn, Oct. 27............... “ “
Bethel, Nov. 3................ o o
Portland, Nov. 10 ............. “ “
Biddeford, Nov. 17............ “ “
AvuxiLiary Instrrures, 1873. -
Fort Fairfield, Sept. 29....... N. A. Luce and N. Fessenden.
Lincoln, Oct. 7T ..... ... .. ... N. A. Luce and J. B. Marsh.
Dover, AL - S N. A. Luce and T. N. Lord.
Union, “ 20.............N. A. Luce.
Jefferson, “ 27............. N. A. Luce.
Lamoine, Nov. 4.... ........ N. A. Luce and F. W. Foster.
Freedom,  10........ N. A. Luce and Rev. A. H. Moment.
Stockton, ¢ 18............ N. A. Luce and T. N. Lord.

EDUCATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND ASSOCIATIONS.

I have to report a great lack of that general interest among
teachers, educators and school officers, which may be termed a
common enthusiasm in the cause of public education, and under
the influence of which teachers’ meetings, town and county con-
ventions, and educational associations, are established and main-
tained. Nowhere is this lack of educational enterprise and
community effort more apparent than among the Superintending
School Committees. I mean simply this, that while the Com-
mitteces generally perform the duties imposed upon them in their
respective towns fairly well, in many instances at a personal
sacrifice and better than they are paid, they do not confer with
their fellow officers in other towns, compare notes, methods and

5
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experiences, and thus bring to their own work the rich fruits
which may be extracted from common observation, thought and
expression. In no department of human labor can it be more
truly said, that it ‘‘takes everybody to know everything,’”” than
in the department of public education, particularly in the special
field of school management and general school inspection. In the
latter—school supervision, efficient inspection—is the present weak-
est point of our public school system. To remedy this in a degree,
I have taken special pains the past two years to request the
attendance of School Committees and Supervisors at our Teachers’
Institutes, and have appointed Friday of each Institute week as a
day for the ussembling in convention of the school officers in the
county where the Institute was held. ¢ How can we best improve
our common schools?”’ has been the topic announced. In no
instance within the two years have more than twelve school
officers ever presented themselves, generally not more than five
or six, sometimes none at all. During the three years of county
supervision there was awakened a good degree of interest among
the Superintending School Committees in the direction of better
examination of teachers, a closer certification, and an improved
school supervision. But this impulse was lost with the abolition
of county supervision, and the general impression was forced upon
supervising officers that the people, or at least legislators, only
desired that schools should in some manner be Zept,—not faught.
Better school inspection did not seem to be demanded, and so the
supply has accorded with the demand. Besides, School Com-
mittees have been very poorly paid for their labors, and even then
have had the mortification to see their little demands for pro-
fessional services the occasions of disputes and uncomplimentary
expressions at the annual town meetings. The fourteen cities in
the State pay as fellows for school supervision :

Auburn ............... $500 Rockland .............. $800
Lewiston .............. 2,000 Bangor................ 1,330
Portland .. ........... 300 Bath.................. 800
Ellsworth ............. 210 Belfast................ 200
“Augusta ......... ceev. 450 Calais................. 500
Gardiner ............ .. 225 Biddeford ............. 550
Hallowell ............. 150 Saco.....ovviiinnnnn. 282

Deducting the amount above from the sum total paid throughout
the State for school supervision, and dividing by the number



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 67

of towns, and the average amount paid yearly for this branch of
school work is about $40 for each town, or 20 cents for each
school week. The lowest annual sums paid by fowns, not in-
cluding plantations, in the respective counties, are as follows:

Androscoggin.......... $24 00 Oxford................ $2 00
Aroostook . ... ........ 2 00 Penobscot.. ........... 2 00
Cumberland ........... 14 00 Piscataquis............ 4 00
Franklin .............. 6 70 Sagadahoc............. 7 00
Hancock .............. 1 00 Somerset.............. 11 00
Kennebec ............. 29 00 Waldo ................ 3 00
Knox ...t 17 00 Washington ..... .... 2 00
Lincoln ............... 19 00 York.................. 16 00

It is not surprising, therefore, that but little professional
enthusiasm is felt by that class of our educational workmen who
receive so little remuneration for their services, and that little
paid too often with so much reluctance. It can hardly be ex-
pected that the professional man or common laborer will leave his
regular well paid vocation for the small pittance offered by towns,
much more to spend time and money in Institutes, County Con-
ventions or State Associations. Therefore, we have no Town
Associations to report. Several County Associations were formed
three years ago, but two now maintain an existence, viz: Wash-
ington County and South Aroostook. These are continued mostly
by the vigor and enterprise of two or three teachers. It seems-
to me proper that School Committees and Supervisors should be
allowed at least $2 per diem and expenses, both while performing
ordinary school duties and while in attendance at Institutes and
regularly organized Educational Associations, in town or county.

The State Educational Association held its seventh annual
meeting at Waterville, Monday and Tuesday of Thanksgiving
week. This session was pronounced to be one of the most pleas-
ant and profitable ever held. The papers read were exiremely
practical in their bearings upon common school work and superior
instruction. A full report of the meeting and also the several:
papers read will appear in the Maine Journal of Education. The
Association adopted the following resolutions, indicative of the
convictions and policy of Maine educators :

WHEREAS, It is the sentiment of this Association that an effective and symmetrial-

school system must rest upon a basis of definite principles; that those principles will
include, 1lst, Authority—superior in the State and inferior and co-operative in the:
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-
town; 2d, Revenue—sufficient in amount, and derived irom an equitable adjusted sys-
tem of State and local taxation; 8d, Instruction—thorough and practical in character,
and o graded as to give the widest practicable general culture, as well as special pre-
paration for teaching; 4th, Inspection—State and local, so connected as to render it
symmetrical, and in the highest degree effective; 5th, Compulsion—in so far asto
make it certain that no child shall be deprived of his right to education through wilful
neglect of parenis or guardians; therefore,

Resolved, That we rejoice in the progress already made in bringing our system of
public instruction into harmony with these principles.

Resolved, That we especially recognize in the establishment of the Free High School
system the supply of a great edncational want, and as educators and citizens, will
strongly oppose any attempt to repeal the law establishing these schools.

Resolved, That in Normal Schools and Teachers’ Institutes, we recognize important
agencies for producing earnest, trained, professional teachers, and hope soon to see
attendance upon the one or the other of them, made by law prerequisite to obtaining a
certificate or license to teach.

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Association that an efficient system of county or
district supervision, ig indispensable to the successful working of the schools of this
State.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due, and are hereby tendered to
the officers of Colby University, for granting for the meetings of the Association the
use of their beautiful and commodious chapel; to the various gentlemen who have
favored the Association with their interesting and valuable papers; to the various
railroad companies, for reduction of fares; and especially to the citizens of Waterville
generally, for the generous hospitality extended to those in attendance upon its

meeting,

The Association voted to hold its next session at Rockland
during the week next preceding the last Monday in August. The
following officers were chosen :

President—G. T. Frercaer, Castine.

Vice President—W . H. LamBerr, Lewiston.

Secretary and Treasurer—R. Woobpsury, Farmington.

Executive Committee—W . J. CorrmeLn, Calais; A. A. Woob-
BripeE, Rockland ; Miss Laura E. Hovey, Portland.

WOMEN AS TEACHERS AND SUPERVISORS.

As Teachers. It is quite apparent from the school returns of
recent years that our primary, mixed and grammar schools are
rapidly being placed in the charge of female teachers. This result
is both necessary and desirable,—necessary in that males have
found constant and more remunerative employment in other pur-
suits, desirable in that the female mind is instinctively more in
sympathy with child-mind, quicker to appreciate the wants,
thoughts and affections of childhood, and naturally inclined to
meet the sense needs of youth with objective instruction. In the
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order of mental development and culture, a storage of facts through
the senses—the avenues to the intellect—is essential first, then a
correct examination and comparison of those sense sensations, if
you please so to say, afterwards the exercise of imagination in
true or fictitious arrangement of facts and ideas gained, and finally
the pronounced verdict of reason or judgment. This order must
be observed in child-mind development. The male mind, as
teacher, is inclined and quite likely to overlook the ‘‘ fact period”’
in childhood and to start at once in the process of culture at the
reason period, before facts are stored with which to reason. It is
precisely in this important initial element of culture that the female
teacher by her own constitution and quick sympathetic apprecia-
tion of child necessities enjoys a supremacy over the male teacher.
We rejoice; therefore, that woman is so rapidly appropriating all
this field to herself and meeting so promptly the natural and in-
quisitive demands of our youth. As men we cheerfully yield the
palm of superiority in this field of school-work to women. To
women, we say—not to girls ; and this is precisely the weak point
in our present tendency, school officers inconsiderately on the
gcore of economy employing female persons, not female teachers.
A certain amount of skill, executive ability, is absolutely essential,
and this quality comes only from observation of the work of others,
from training in the institute or Normal School, or from actual
experience. Boys are not fit instructors of youth, girls are little
better ; women, in the fullest sense of the expression, are the
proper guides of our children, certainly up to the Grammar School
period, generally through this, and sometimes into and through
the High School course. As to remuneration for services, this
should be equally good as that received by males when they do
as well, and better when they are superior to men as instructors.
Living, dress, travel, edncation, all cost the female as much as the
male ; means and facilities for defraying those necessary expendi-
tures for perfecting themselves in their profession should be ren-
dered equally favorable to women.

As Supervisors. In a few towns within the past three or four
years, ladies have been chosen on the Board of School Committee,
and in two or three instances as town Supervisors. In each case
so far the duties of the office have been well performed by the
female incumbents, and, I will add, with somewhat more care and
thoughtful interest than are usual in this office. The examinations
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of teachers were more thoroughly and conscientiously made, visi-
tations of schools, particularly in the summer, were more frequent,
inspection more careful, and suggestions and methods more freely
brought to the consideration of the young teacher. While possibly
the novelty of this promotion to office and the determination on
the part of women thus elected to show what they can do, have
contributed to the improved results above designated, I have no
hesitation in declaring my conviction that if to-day the super-
visory service in our schools was equally divided between men
and women, the quality of the work would be far superior to what
it is at present. More time would be devoted to visitation in the
school-room, not merely an hour’s call the first week of the term,
when it is almost impossible to test the full capabilities of the
teacher, nor an hour at or near the close of the school, when the
poor shiftless work of the teacher is past all remedy, but an hour
at any time, when the school is in full operation—in its every-day
working dress. More careful thought would be given by women
to the physical condition of the younger pupils, the seats, desks,
heat, cold, ventilation, periods of study and relaxation, methods
of recitation, object instruction, the atiractions of the sechool-room,
pictures, ornamentation of room and grounds, indeed all ihose
numerous items which go so far to make our best schools home-
like and cheerful, instead of bare, dreary and forbidding. Why
should not the superintending presence of woman charm, adorn
and rectify the school-room as undoubtedly it does the home ? In
our homes, our churches, asylums, hospitals, in our reformatory
institutions, even in our State Prison, as now conducted, we
recognize and require the ameliorating, directing influence of
noble-minded, intelligent women. Are schools an exception to
this? We think not. Both from personal observation and theo-
retically, we advise that the employment of women as School
Supervisors be further extended than at present, and if any legal
objection stands in the way, as in some of our sister States, we
recommend that such obstacles be removed by proper legislative
enactment.

FREE TEXT BOOKS."

At first thought it would seem sufficient provisions have been
made for the education of all our youth, when the school-house
and the teacher, shelter and tuition, had been freely granted at
public expense. The pupil, however, can accomplish but little
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without books, his tools. To farnish these at private expense,
proves in many instances a hardship, particularly to poor parents
with large families, and more especially to the itinerant laboring
class. To lighten this burden, some States have established regu-
lations by which the same series or editions of text-books shonld
be used throughout the limits of the State. This plan has not
invariably been successful. Within a few years it has occurred
to some of our most intelligent communities that the burden can
be entirely lifted from the classes indicated by furnishing books at
public expense, precisely as school shelter and tuition are. The
advantages of this plan were alluded to in my last Repert, and the
experience of the city of Bath was brought in testimony as pre-
sented in the report of Supt. S. F. Dike. I am pleased to call the
attention of school officers to this important feature again this
year, by presenting the following communication from Thomas
Tash, Esq., Supt. of Schools, city of Lewiston. The plan is
equally desirable and possible in all our towns, and, it seems to
me, would be readily adopted by our people, if school officers
would clearly present the same for their consideration at the
annual town meetings. By reference to section 6, School Laws,
it will appear that sufficient authority is given towns to accom-
plish this desirable object, broadening present school facilities with
immense advantage to children and large saving of expense to
parents.
Lewiston, Nov. 20, 18%73.

Hon. WaRrreN JorNsoNn—

Dear Sir: In answer to your inquiry, I beg leave to present
the following as some of the advantages that have resulted from
the adoption of the ““ Free Text-Book?”’ plan in this city.

1. Books are ready at ihe proper time. When parents furnish
books much time is often lost to, scholars, and much inconvenience
felt by teachers, especially at the beginning of the year, by delays
in procuring proper books Parents are also subjected to much
inconvenience and vexation in being so often called upon to pro-
cure books and other materials for school use. Those having large
families of children find their slender iucomes taxed to the utmost,
to procure these supplies, while those in alfluence assure us that
the supply of free text-books relieves them from a frequent and
troublesome annoyance. Our wealthiest men are among those
best pleased with the results of this experiment, the expense is so
insignificant compared with the time, trouble and criticism which
it saves.

2. Every child is supplied with all the books, dc., needed. No
odious distinctions are now made. Our schools are as they never
were before, absolutely ¢ Free Schools.”” The city label in a book
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is no longer a mark of pauperism, but a mark of sovereignty, and
attaches to all alike. It is as honorable for a child to bear home a
school book having the city mark in it, as the book bearing the
label of a free City Library. There is no longer fussing to get the
books furnished to indigent pupils into their father’s tax-bills.
This is a convenience to our city authorities.

3. Uniformity in books. Non-uniformity has been the source of
as much vexation in the school as in the Church, and it has been
vastly more pernicious. In rural schools there has always been
encountered the inconvenience of a multiplicity of unlike text-
books. Many extra classes have had to be formed in consequence,
as is now the case in most rural communities. Where free text-
books are furnished, this difficulty is obviated. Again, there is
no longer complaint from those moving from city to city, that
books are different. They are at no extra expense in consequence.

4. Considerable latitude con be allowed in the selection of books,
without increasing the expense of them. Wherever there are several
schools in different parts of a city or town of the same grade, as
Grammar or Intermediate Schools in the same city, teachers may
be allowed a choice in the books they are to use. The school
book is a tocol, and the workman will work all the better with the
tool of his choice. It is unpleasant to hear a teacher affect to
have no choice in the text-book to be used. I would as soon hear
the woodman claim to have no choice in His axe! A perfect
workman will use to aavantage even a poor tool, I am aware, but
he will use with much more pleasure and success a good ane  If
the teachers of such parallel schools are held with their classes to
perform topically the same amount of work in a given time, and
the School Board sanction several series of Geography or Arithmetic
for example, as is now done in the city of New York, in which the
work may be done, giving the choice of tools, but holding re-
sponsible for the work, no inconvenience could arise, but manifest
advantage. One series of books is about as expensive as another,
and the city might not be unwilling to divide its patronage, satisfy
its teachers, and test the various books, all of which can be done
under the plan of free text-books, with no additional expense to
itself, but with the positive saving of securing to itself from all
publishers the best possible terms. Again, in the successive
classes in the same Grammar School, different books adapted to
the progress of the pupils, as U. S. History for instance, might be
used on the same subject, with no additional expense to the city,
as each class must have its own book, whereas while pupils find
their own books, it would be found a necessary saving of expense
to them, to keep children during their entire course in the same
book, even at considerable positive loss.

Whenever a change in a text-book is desired, as it sometimes is,
it may be made when new books are needed, changing in one class
of the grade at the time, until the old books are used up. This
would be effected without loss, and it would discourage, on
account of the time required, inconsiderate changes. A book
could, before its general adoption, if found unsaitable, be tested
in a single room or class, and rejected without much, if any loss.
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Necessary changes could be made in the different schools of a
country town, by transferring the books no longer used in one
district to another without much expense or inconvenience. In
this way the best and most modern books can be brought into use,
as new books are needed as well there as in the city, and without
additional expense if the town is the owner of the books used.

5. Books are more entirely under the control of the ieacher. This
is of considerable advantage in enabling the teacher to fix more
definitely the hours of study. Over-study is often more pernicious
than lack of study, and is less easily controlled by the teacher.
The former destroys the best scholars, the latter only injures the
poorer. If books may be taken home or not at the discretion of
the teacher, the time devoted to study may be largely determined,
and the teacher is fairly responsible for it.

6. Books furnished by the town or cily are much more carefully
used, and belter kept than when owned by the children. 1t might at
first be supposed that this would not be so, but uniformly it is
found to be true; there being four parties interested in the preser- .
vation of these books—School Officers, Teachers, Parents and
Children, Small books used in the lower grades by young chil-
dren must be expected to wear out, and to need replacing,
annually perhaps, but their cost is triﬂing,—the larger and more
valuable books in the higher classes will- be used in successive
classes many years.

Where books are owned by children, the writing and drawings
in many of them are most vicious, but in books owned by the city
nothing of the kind is allowed, so that it becomes a measure con-
ducive to good morals among the young. The proper use, and
the careful preservation of their books is a most valuable lesson to
scholars, and of itself goes far to justify the policy of furnishing
free text-books.

7. It leads parents lo procure reference books, useful both to them-
selves and their children. When relieved from the constantly
recurring expense of procuring school books, parents are found
much more ready to procure other books on the same and col-
lateral topics,—books more ganeral in their scope. Teachers and
school officers may do much to encourage this, thus making the
public school in the broadest sense a home educator.

8. Convenience in making transfers. In graded schools, and in
mixed schools also, the greatest impediment to transfers in making
proper classification, is the want of suitable books. When books
belong to the city or town, the advancing of pupils to higher grades
or reducing them to lower is comparatively easy, and much less
often the subject of home criticism. When scholars are promoted
on trial, the books belonging to themselves last used immediately
disappear, and the Jack of them furnishes a stronger argument for
maintaining their place, oftentimes, than ability or diligence.
Where books are free this inconvenience vanishes.

- 9. The free supply of books increases school time. Tt increases
both the number of pupils entering school, and the length of time
on the average that they remain there. From careful observation
where the plan of furnishing free text-books has been adopted, it
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is found to increase the number entering school, it is believed,
from 5 to 10 per cent. Time is further saved by children entering
school more promptly, not having to wait for books, in all grades
and kinds of schools ; at the same time they will remain longer in
the higher grades, the premature withdrawal from school among
the higher classes having been largely caused by inability to meet
conveniently the expense of the costlier text-books. How much
time will be saved in all these directions, and in the prompt begin-
ning of their study and recitations at the beginning of terms, can-
not be estimated, but certainly a very large portion in every town.
On this saving, we may in the presence of those who value general
education safely rest the argument in favor of free text-books.

I cannot do better in closing than to quote a short extract from
the last Report of the Schocl Board in Lewiston, from the pen of
our Gevernor elect, written some months after the plan of furnishing
text-books free for their schools went into operation in that city,
the more fully justified the longer the plan has been continued.

“Under this plan, the first cost of text-books for the pupils in our public schools,
will not be over one-half of what it has been under the old plan of requiring pupils to
purchase for themselves. Again, as scholars leave their books with the Superintendent
when they have completed them, the same books will be made to do service two or
three, or even more times, while under the old system they have too often heen thrown
aside after being used by one scholar. It is believed that the expense of school books
under the new plan, will not exceed one-half what it was under the old system. This,
indeed, has proved to be the case in Bath and some other cities that have inaugurated
the free text-book system. Besides, the experience of these cities has demonstrated
that the books are better cared fur under a system in which the pupil receives them as
a loan, under the supervision of the teacher, than that in which the pupil has the
ownership and regards himself as having a vight to do as he pleages hi
Besides, the difficulty often hitherto experienced in inducing parents to supply their
children with school books, and the frequent loss of time to the pupil from a want of
such books, are entirely avoided under this system. And more important than all
other considerations, many children who have been kept from school simply because
their parents could not, or would not, incur the expense of books, will, under the free
text-book system, be brought within the influence of the school-room. Indeed, on
general principles, it is difficult to see why the city or town that on grounds of publie
policy aud necessity is required by law to provide school-room and teachers and
school appliances for their children, ought not also to provide them with that most
essential school appliance—text-books. Our own belief is that experience will demon-
strate that the free text-book system is not only justified en grounds of economy, but
also by the wisest public policy.”

We will only add that the measures where adopted, has been
found to be a popular one. It relieves from expense, anxiety and
trouble, and could not be otherwise than popular. The leading,
wealthiest and most intelligent citizens, are its most earnest advo-
cates. We are confident also that should other towns and cities
adopt the same plan, and proceed with it judiciously, it would be
found equally satisfactory. ~

Yours very truly,

Traomas Tass.
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STUDIES FOR COMMON SCHOOLS.

While parents generally recognize in the physical growth of the
individual the truth of the homily, ““ milk for babies and meat for
man "’—that is, sustenance according to bodily conditions and de-
mands, in the mental development, on the other hand, and in the
moral and intellectual growth of the child, this hygienic axiom
seems to be almost entirely ignored. Both physical and mental
growth are subject to conditions, circumstances, laws. If it is
necessary that the teacher know those laws prior to intelligent
service in the school-room in administéring intellectual fare, it is
equally important that school officers should first determine what
that bill of fare shall be, and in what order the courses shall be
served. To demand that the child shall reason before it has any
facts to reason upon, or data from which to draw comparisons, is
simply an absurdity and an impossibility. To present the abstract
instead of the concrete, the name before the idea, the idea before
the object, is a direct inversion of the processes and demands of
naturc. Take the simple (not very simple either,) matter of
teaching the alphabet. The attention of the little primarian,
standing at the knee of ths dame teacher, is first directed by the
finger or pen-knife point to the character A. ‘ What is that ?’—
the teacher asks. The child does not know—of course it does
not. Why should it, and even when told, why should it remem-
ber? The character represents nothing which the child ever saw
or handled, it awakens no idea, the faculty of association is not
summoned to grasp this impalpable representative of a variable
sound, it is nonsense to the child, and it is simply absurd to
attempt to fix the name of this airy nothing, solitary and alone,
on the blank wall of memory. And so this weary, yawning,
memorizing process goes on through the entire alphabet. And
when the whole twenty-six letters can be parroted from A to 7zzard,
please tell me what new ideas, what ideas at all, has the child
gained 7  And when this is immediately followed by the ba-—be—
bi—bo—bu—by (booby!) process, what further enthusiasm or
culture are established in the mind of the pupil? Is it strange
that children grow weary, dull and spiritless under such unphilo-
sophical, unmethodical first steps in learning ? What should the
process be? Why, precisely what nature and the order of obtain-
ing knowledge dictate. Nature says, first create an appetite,
(through the senses,) then administer food proper in quality and
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quantity, then digest and assimilate, and finally evolve in manly
thought and action. The order of obtaining knowledge with
primarians is—first, objects, actual or pictorial; second, ideas;
third, names ; last, letters. Therefore it would seem to be the duty
of the primary teacher first to attract the attention, kindle the
interest and awaken the appetite of the child, by presenting some
object to its quickest sense, sight—to give birth in the mind to the
idea, then present the mame, and out of the name by exciting
childish curiosity to educe the letter. Suppose a class of little
ones before me, around me, no books, nothing but self, blank but
recipient minds, crayon and black-board, and a cane in my hand.
¢ Children, what is this?’”? ‘A cane,” ‘“a cane,” is the wide-
awake response. Interest with questions of its use, who use
canes, where have they seen any, &c. Having fixed and associated
the idea, then place the name picture on the board, CANE. I
swing my arm. Fix the idea and name ARM in like manner as
before. Coming to school I saw some boys playing BALL. One
boy struck the ball with a BAT. On the board the name pictures

stand as follows :
CANE
ARM
BALL
BAT

Now, children, point out the things that look alike in all the
names on the board. Curiosity and comparison are at once
awakened. The letter is selected and its name given, A. The
sound distinction follows, so that the list on the board will stand

as_follows :
CANE— 4. (Longsound.)
ARM — 4. (Middle sound.;
BALL — 4. (Broad “
BAT —4. (Short ¢ )

The child is already studying. Not only the single faculty of
memory is exercised, but attention, comparison and imitation, for
the child should be allowed at once to try eye and hand in copy-
ing, and thus pleasant employment beguiles the littie one in the
first steps of learniug. The philosophy of this system, as known
to the teecher, is simply as follows:

1. Object, real or pictorial.

2. Idea, mental picture, sensation and perceptlon.

3. Name, word picture of idea, or object.

4. Letters, fragments, pieces of the name.

5. Sounds and powers of the letters.
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As suggestions to teachers and educators, the following com-
plete chart of the alphabet is presented, and if in a single school
a fresh method of teaching the letters shall be introduced, or the
countenance of a single pupil kindled to joy by opening up the
avenues to early intellectual activity, my reward will be sufficient.

Pictorial representations Names, Vowels.  *Vooals. Consonants.
in this column.
BABE A A B b
CAR A4 C ¢
BALL A L1
BAT A T ¢
DEER F EZ Dd R r
HEN . E N n
KITE 1 I K k
SHIP I H h
STOVE ) O Ss V v
MOON 0 M m
FOX 0O Ff X x
MUTE U U M m
JuG v Jji G g
PUSS U P p
{ cow w
HOUSE oU ow
BOY Y
{QUOIN 0l 0Y

ZEBRA Z

I have simply outlined the above method of teaching the letters,
as indicating not only what ought to be done in methods of teach-
ing even as low as infant classes, but to call the attention of
school officers and supervisors to the fact that courses of study
should be prepared to meet not only what we as men and women
absolutely need to use in every day life, but should be so arranged
as to conform to and answer the undeveloped but developing
faculties of the mind. This should be the cardinal principle on
which the school curriculum for our younger pupils certainly
should be based. Even beyond the period of letters pupils are
requived to ‘‘ write composition’’ before they have learned to think
—to write on subjects concerning which they have gained no facts.
In mathematics, pupils have been forced clean away from the
exercise and culture of judgment on first principles and luminous
axioms to the dwarfing operation of solving long and tedious

* Vocal sounds should be designated by proper marks.
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improbable ‘‘sums,’”’” only demanding perfect accuracy, or to the
guessing of arithmetical enigmas. So, too, in spelling. Our
scholars from six to sixteen have not time to learn all the words
in the English language, nor even all in the ordinary spelling-book.
But they ought to know the ordinary rules and principles that
govern general English orthography.

I regard this as a very important matter and one much neg-
lected by school officers. In my previous reports, I have pre-
sented courses of study which, with slight modifications, could be
used in our schools, doubling the value of the teacher’s work and
economizing the brief school period of our boys and girls, and
while I feel inclined to repeat them here, I will only urge upon
school officers the great necessity of ‘“laying out’’ anew the work
for teacher and pupil, and refer you to a Course of Study pre-
sented below, which has the seal of actual use in the district
schools of some of our sister States. For a more complete course
and ‘“how to teach,”” officers and instructors are referred to a
valuable Manual, with the title just quoted, prepared by practical
educators in New York and published in the same city by J. W.
Schermerhorn & Co. In connection with the foregoing sugges-
tions, I have deemed it proper to present the following Course of
Study, taken from the Annual Report of Hon. H. D. McCarty,
Kansas, and to earnestly recommend its perusal by our teachers
and school officers.

COURSE OF STUDY.

PRIMARY GRADE—SECTION I,

READING —Steps : 1.*  Read, spell and print on slates, from blackboards or cards,
the names of not more than ten familiar objects, the objects, or the pictures representing
them, being personally examined by the pupils. 2. Not over twenty mew words, no
word containing over four letters, printed and spelled as before. 3. Not over thirty
new words, given and illustrated as before. 4. Not over forty new words, printed and
illustrated. Primer or First Reader introduced. 5. Read, spell and print sentences on
slates, each lesson containing not over one new word. 6. Each.lesson to contain not over
two new words. 7. Each lesson to contain not over three new words. 8. Each lesson to
contain not over three new words. 9. Each lesson to contain not over four new words.
10. Each lesson to contain not over four mew words, pronounced, printed, spelled and
illustrated as before, .

Laxeuace.t—Each pupil to present one new object at each recitation, to be con-
tributed to a cabinet, which should consist of insects, leaves, flowers, seeds, metals, ores,
coins, stones, fossils, fabries, toys, articles of use, ete.

* Bach step should occupy from two to four weeks. t The language exercises in this section are
to be entirely oral. The object is to cultivate habits of accuracy in the expression of thought.
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Steps : 1. Every pupil to present one new object at each exercise, and give the name
or answer the question, ¢ What is this called ?” 2. Give name and tell where obtained.
3. Give name and tell how and where obtained. 4. Give name and tell when, how and
where obtained. 5. Give name and tell how, where and when obtained, and what used
for. 6. Give name, tell how, when and where obtained, use, taste and smell, 7. Give
name, tell how, where and when obtained, use, taste, smell, feel and color. 8. Tell
how, when and where obtained ; give use, taste, smell, feel, color, size and weight.
9. Tell how, where, when obtained, use, taste, smell, feel, size, weight, color and form;
as, first, like a square ; second, like a triangle ; third, arectangle ; fourrh, a rhombus ;
fifth, a circle ; or sixth, irregular. 10. Give form: as, first, like a cube ; second, a
sphere ; third, a cylinder ; fourth, a prism ; fifth, a cone ; or, sixth, a pyramid,

NUMBER.*—Steps : 1. Develope the idea of one, two, three to ten, inclusive, by the
use of pebbles, beans, acorns or other objects, at the same time teaching the figures
representing them., 2, Show that each successive number is formed by adding one to
the preceding number, illustrated by objects. 3. Teach the comparison of one number
with another as to the general magnitude. Illustrate by objects and conversations.
4. Use one as an addend to or a subtrahend from each of the digits, illustrated by objects
and conversations. Slate table exercises in addition only, copied from blackboard or

.text-book, and completed on slates, and read as a class exercise, thus: 1 and 4 equal 5 ;
7and 1 equal 8; 5 and 1equal ?; 8 and 1 equal ?, ete. 5. Use two as an addend to
each of the digits, illustrated by objects as before. Table slate exercises as before, thus :
4 and 2 equal 7 ; 2 and 3 equal ? ; 4 and 2 equal ?, ete. 6. Use three as an addend to
each of the digits, illustrated as before. Slate table exercises. 7. Use four as an
addend, with slate exercises. 8. Use five as an addend in the same manner., 9. Use siz
and seven as addends to each of the digits in the same manner. 10. Use eight and nine
as addends.
SECTION II.

ReaDING.—Steps 1, 2, 3, 4and 5: First Reader completed. The children to print
on slates each reading and spelling lesson, and read from the same by letter at the reci-
tation. Require the words of each sentence pronounced in a reverse order. All znew
words illustrated.

Steps 6,7, 8, 9 and 10 : Second Reader commenced. The printing, pronouncing and
spelling of reading lessons continued. Script letters commenced, lessons to consist of
not over one new letter.,

LANGUAGE.—Steps : 1. The children to point out objects represented in pictures,
and give name. 2. Tell whether the object is an animal, vegetable or mineral. 3 Tell
whether its origin is natural or artificial. 4. Give its use, apparent size and weight.
5. Print on slates a list of the names of the objects represented in piotures, to be read
and spelled as a class exercise. 6. Print a similar list of the names of real objects.
7. Tell the location of each object as represented in pictures. 8. Ask questions about
each object, the answers to be given by the teacher or class. 9. Answer questions about
each object, asked by the teacher or class. 10. Tell what can be done with each object.

NumBER —Steps : 1.+ Substract one and two from all the numbers from two to twenty,
inclusive. Illustrate by objects, numeral frame, pictures, etc. Slate table exercises
copied and completed in the same. Addition reviewed by the composition of slate table
exercises, Roman notation from one to ten. 2. Use three and four as subtrahends from
four to twenty. Slate table exercises as before. Roman notation from ten to twenty.
3. Use five and siz as subtrahends. Table exercises as before. Roman notation from

* These lessons in number should be given orally, grains of corn, sticks or other objects being used
to iilustrate the combination of each lesson. Slate exercises should be prepared on slates at the sea.ts.
t Exercises in addition should be given with each slate table exercise in subtraction.
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twenty to thirty. 4. Use seven and eight as subtrahends. Table exercises. Roman
notation from thirty to forty 5. Use nine as a subtrahend from nine to twenty. Roman
notation from forty to fifty. 6. Multiply * each of the digits by one and two. Illustrate
by objects. Roman notation from fifty to sizty. Slate table exercises. 7. Use three and
four as multipliers. Roman notation from sizty to seventy. 8. Use five and siz as multi-
pliers. Roman notation from seventy to eighty. 9 Use seven and eight as multipliers.
Roman notation from eighty to ninety. 10. Use nine as a multiplier to each of the digits.
Tllustrate as before. Slate table exercises. Roman notation from ninety to one hundred.

SECTION IIIL

READING.—Steps from 1 to 10, inclusive : Second Reader completed. Reading exer-
cises copied on slates in script text, and all words of over four letters read by letter from
the same, as a class exercise. Not over two new verses given atalesson. All new words
illustrated by objeots or familiar conversations.

SpeELLING.—Spell list of words copied and arranged from the reading lessons.

LANGUAGE —Steps : 1. Write sentences telling the position of objects as represented
in pictures, to be read as a class exercise. 2. Write sentences asking questions about
objects represented in pictures, to be read in the class and answered by the class or
teacher. 3. Answer questions placed on the blackboard by the teacher about objects,
the answers to be read in the class for criticism. 4. Write sentences telling what can
be done with objeets. 5. Describe imaginary actions of persons or animals represented
in pictures. 6. Relate imaginary conversations of persons represented in pictures.
7. Write a dialogue about the objects represented in pictures. 8. Write a dialogue
about real objects, 9. Write a story about a picture. 10. Write a story about real
objects or persons,

Noumser.—Steps : 1. Use one and two as divisors. Oral and slate table exercises.
Oral mental problems, Roman and Arabiec notation to one hundred. 2. Use three and
JSour as divisors. Slate table exercises. Oral mental problems. Roman and Arabic
notation to one thousand. 3. Use five and six as divisors. 4. Use seven and eight as
divisors. 5. Use nine as a divisor. Oral and slate table exercises. Oral mental
problems. 6. Oral exercises in fractional parts, denominate tables, divisions of time,
and seasons, Slate table exercises in review. Addition, subtraction, multiplication and
division tables completed. 7. Primary arithmetic commenced. Notation to millions.
Graded t blackboard drill in columns, in addition. Slate table exercises in addition
extended to one hundred., Abstract graded problems in addition, copied from the black-
board, cards or text-books, without answers in the first five digits. 8. Graded problems
containing the digits six, seven, eight and nine, with applichtions by written and mental
problems. 9, Written exercises in subtraction, the subtrahend containing the first five
digits only, oral, mental and slate exercises. 10. Subtraction completed.

SECTION IV,
READING —Steps from 1 to 10 : Third reader commenced. Lessons copied on slates
to be spelled and read by letter from the same. Seript writing on slates.
SPELLING.—List of words of over four letters, copied from the reading lessons, to be
read from slates and spelled orally from dictation by the teacher.
LancuAGe.—Steps: 1. Develop the idea of a hill, mountain, voleano, the parts and
attributes of each, from nature, by pictures, stereoscopic views and conversations.

* In multiplication teach and illustrate but one combination at a lesson: as, 3 twos are six, and 2
threes are six ; 6 fives are thirty, and five sixes are thirty, ete.

1 Problems or columus containing the digits one and two only, are said to be of the first grade ;
those containing one, {wo and three only, are of the secynd grade ; those contatning one, two, three
and four only, are said to be of the third grode, etc. The pupils should not be permitted to com-
mence problems of the second grade before being prompt and accurate in those of the first grade, eto.
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2. Develop in the same way the idea of a plateau, plain, valley, hill, ete., spring, pond,
lake, the parts, ete. 3. Develop the idea of a rivulet, creek, river, the parts, ete.
4, Dovelop the idea of an island, peninsula and cape, a bay, gulf and sea. 5. Deveiop
the idea of a continent, isthmus, strait, channel, sound and ocean. 6. Hold conver-
sations respecting the phenomena and influence of the sun—heat, celd, air, wind,
moisture, fog, clouds, rain, frosb: snow, hail, ice, summer, winter, thunder and lightning.
7. Hold conversations respecting the social condition of the people of different countries,
as regards food, clothing, houses, customs and religion. 8. Hold conversations respecting
agriculture and mining. 9. Ifold conversations respecting manufactures and commerce.
10. Tea~h the cardinal points of the compass, ‘map drawing of the school-house, yard,
school district, township, county and state, ete.

Numerr.—Steps : 1. Use one, two and three as multipliers, no figure of the multipli-
cand being greater than five. Corresponding concrete, mental and written problems.
Blate table exercises in addition, sabtraction and multiplieation extended to one hundred.
2. Use four, five and six as multipliers with corresponding concrete, mental and written
problems. Slate table exercises as before. 3. Use seven, eight and nine as multipliers
as before, the multiplicand containing any of the digits. 4. Use two or more figures as
multipliers with corresponding written concrete problems. 5. Abstract operations,
usirg one, two or three as divisors, each figure of the dividend being a multiple of the
divisor. Conecrete, mental and written problems. Extended slate table exercises,
6. Abstract operations, using fuur, five and six as divisors with corresponding concrete,
mental and written problems. 7. Abstract operations, using seven, eight and nine as
divisors with concrete, mental and written problems. 8. Abstract operations in long
division with corresponding written problems. 9. Abstract operations in long division,
and mental exercises in the denominate tables and fractions. 10. Easy problems in
United States currency. Primary arithmetic completed.

PRIMARY GRADE.

DIRECTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.

Reaping.—The instruction in this grade, to a considerable extent, should be conver-
sational. The children should be made to understand what they read, to avoid the dull,
routine, ‘“trip-hammer” style so prevalent in our schouls. They should learn to talk
their reading lessons, and if this fails to make good readers, certainly rules for emphasis,
inflection and expression never will. Printing or writing words and sentences and
spelling the same from slates, should be practiced daily from the first day the child
enters schcol. The teacher in progressing through the book should be careful to make
haste slowly. Four reading and spelling lessons, of not over ten minutes each, should be
given daily.

SPELLING.—Words should be selected from the reading lessons, and classified as
follows :

1. List of words containing a given number of letters. 2. Words commencing with a
given initlal letter. 3, Words ending with a given final letter. 4. Words with a given
number of syllables. 5. Words acoented on a given syllable, ete. These word-lists
should be read by letter from the slates, then dictated by the teacher for oral recitation.

PRINTING AND WRITING.—This exercise should be a constant accompaniment of the
reading and spelling exercises. No lesson, in ary study, should be accepted as prepared,
unless a portion or all of it has been copied on slates. When the script letters are
taught, care should be taken that at first the correct form of each letter be learned. A
long pencil, held like a pen, should be used in writing on a slate or paper. Elementary .

6
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exercises should be given in drawing lines, angles, squares, and in inventing simple
figures.

Laxcuagr —This branch should receive special attention, because it is the only
medium through which the child is to receive ideas outside of his experience, and be-
cause practical grammar thus learned, in the correct and elegant exp ession of thonght,
is of more value than all the technical grammar that can be acquired through all the
common school course. To teach the pupils that words have a meaning, and that objects
have names, qualities, properties and conditions, expressed by words, objects or pictures
representing them should be kept constantly within the coguizance of the senses, and to
this end a cabinet of common things and .pictures should be collected, from the contri-
butions of the children, for continual reference by the teacher. Daily oral or written
exercises in this subject should be given every pupil in sehool.

NumBer.—In this subject, more, if possible, than in any other, each lesson should be
perfectly learned before the attention is called to the next. Slate table exercises should
be required as a review at every recitation. But one table combination should be given
at a lesson. Reading and completing table exercises at sight, from the blackboard or a
text-book, should receive daily attention. The table combinations should be thoroughly
committed bofore primary arithmetic is commenced. Blackboard column drill and ex-
tended table exercises should be omitted until primary arithmetic is commenced. It is
hardly possible to provide too much work for the pupils in primary arithmetic. It is
now that the child should be taught to add, subtract, multiply and divide on the slate,
with promptness and accuracy. The mind should be kept awake at the same time by
mental problems, illustrating the simple relations of numbers. Teachers must not forget
that primary arithmetic is the spelling-book of the whole arithmetical course. Xeep the
little students actively employeq in solving examples in addition, rather than idly hesi-
tating and blundering over problems in fractions.

INTERMEDIATE GRADE.

SECTION V.

READING,—Steps from 1 to 10 : Third Reader completed. Reading lessons copied on
slates and spelled by letter from the same, Drill exercises in the pronunciation of diffi-
cult words. New words illustrated. Not over two new verses given at a lesson.

SPELLING.—Simple words furnished by the teacher or selected from a spelling-book,
each word to be correctly used by the pupil in a written sentence. The sentences to be
read as a class exercise, after which the teacher should require the words to be spelled orally.

WriTiNG.—Steps 1 to 6, inclusive: Book No. 1, written with a pencil. Steps 6 to 10:
Book No. 2, written with a pencil.

LANGUAGE —Steps: 1. Write questions without any object, then answer them. 2,
Write on paper questions about an object; exchange questions in the class; the answers
to be written in a conunected, topical form, Write exercises on the following subjects: 3.
The house I live in, and how it looks. 4. The houses in which my friends live, and how
they look. 5. What I have, and what I do with it, 6. What I wish, and what I would
do with it. 7. Where I have been, and what I saw there. 8. Where I would like to go,
and what I think I would see there. 9. Letters to my friends, telling about home. 10,
Letters written home, telling where I am, and what I see here,

Arrrayeri® —Intermediate or Practical arithmetic commenced. Steps: 1. General
definitions, notation, numeration, ete. 2. One-step* problems in addition; graded exer-

*A problem is said to be a one-step problem when only one operation is necessary in its solution.
‘When two operations are necessary, it is said to be a fwo-step problem; when three, a three-step
problem, ete.
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cises in blackboard and dictation column drill; corresponding ®ral mental problems. 3,
One-step problems in subtraction, with corresponding mental exercises. 4. Two-step
problems in subtraction, with corresponding oral mental problems. 5. One-step prob-
lems in multiplication; oral meatal work. 6. Two-step problems in multiplication;
mental problems, 7. Oue-stop probleins in division, with correspondicg mental work.
8. Two-step problems in division. 9. Drill work in long division. 10. Three-step prob-
lems in division.

[Nore.—In each of the above steps, abstract problems should be copied and solved
frofn the blackboard, cards or text-bocks, without answers, until the pupils are prompt and
accurate. ] A

ELeneNtaRry Grograrny,—Steps: 1. Conversations about land and water. 2. Con-
versations about directions and distance. 3. Lessons about home. 4. The occupation of
men 5. Geographical definitions. 6. Text deseription of New Epgland. 7., Map
studies on the same, 8. Text description of the seven middle Atlantic States, viz: New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Deleware, Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia.
9. Map studies on the same. 10. Condensed oral and topical reviews, written from ques-

tions furnished by the teacher.
SECTION VI.

READING.—Steps 1 to 10: An easy fourth reader commenced. The preparation, reci-
tation and length of lessons the same as section one.

SPELLING.—Lists of familiar words selected from a gpelling-book, the same used in sen-
tences written by the pupils, and read as a class exercise. Oral spelling of the same lists
from dictation by the teacher,

Wairing.—Writing books Nos 3 and 4, written with a peneil.

Languvace —8teps: 1. Write questions about pictures, the questions to be exchanged
in the class and answered on alternate days, in a eonnected topical form. 2. The pupils
to reproduce storics related by the teacher to the class. 3. The pupils to reproduce stories
of cclonial or revolutionary history related by the teacher. 4. The pupils to reprcduce
a description of real or imagivnary personal adventures, related by the teacher. 5. The
pupils to write a description of impossible personal adventures. 6. The pupils to write
a description of possible personal adventures. 7. The pupils to describe improbable per-
sonal adventures. 8. The pupils to deseribe probable personal adventures. 9 The pupils
to write a journal of probable incidents, while traveling through the United States. 10,
The pupils to write a series of letters to friends, deseribing the country through which
they are supposed to have traveled, .

ARITHMETIC.—S8teps: 1. Addition and subtraction of United States carrency. 2 Mul-
tiplication and division of United States currency, and the solution of the bills of the -
shop, store and market. 3. Problems containing not over three steps in the application
of United States currency. 4. Reduction and applications of Knglish currency, and troy
weight. 5. Reduction and application of avoirdupois weight. 6. Reduction and appli- -
cation of apothecaries’ weight and measure. 7. Reduction and applications of the meas-
ures of space. 8. Reduction and applications of the measures of capacity, 9. Redue-.
tion and applications of the measures of time and angular measare. 10. The addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division of compeound nuwbers, with a thorough test
theoretical and practical review. Intermediate arithinetic completed.

Groeraruy,—Steps : 1. Text description of the nine southeastern States, viz: -
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana,
Tennessee and Arkansas. 2. Map studies on the same. 3, Text description of the nine
central States, viz: Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan,
Missouri and Kentucky. 4. Map studies on the same. 5. Text description of the.:
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Pacific States and territ@ies, viz: Texas, Kansas, Nebraska, California, Oregon,
Nevada, Wasbington Territory, Idaho Territory, Mentana Territory, Wyoming Terri-
tory, Dekota Territory, Utah Territory, Colorado Territory, Arizona Territory, New
Mexico Territory, and Indian Territory. 6. Map studies on the same. 7. Text review
of the United States. 8, Map studies on the same. 9. Text deseription of North
Ameriea. 10. Map studies on the same.

SECTION VII.

REaDING.—Fourth Reader continued. Preparation, recitation, drill exercises and
length of lessons, the same as in section one.

SpELLING.—Sentence writing and oral spelling, the same as in section two.

WRiTING.—Writing books Nos. 1, 2 and 3, written with a pen.

LANGUAGE.—Steps : 1. Stories related to the class by the teacher to be reproduced
orally by the pupilsat the following recitation. 2. Stories related as before by the
teacher, to be reproduced in writing. 3. Description of actions of the teacher or a pwpil
in presence of the class, presented in writing. 4. Objects shown to the class to illustrate
the terms descriptive of the mathematical forms, as a square, a circle, a cube, a sphere,
a pyramid, a cone, ete. 5. Objects shown to illustrate the terms descriptive of the
properties or qualities of substances. 6. Objects shown to illustrate the terms descrip-
tive of the appearance, condition and color of substances. 7. Objects shown to illustrate
the terms descriptive of the qualities or properties recognized by the senses of hearing,
taste and smell. 8. Objects shown to illustrate the terms deseriptive of the form, out-
line, condition and appearance of the surface. 9. Objects shown to illustrate the terms
of avcirdupois weight, liquid and dry measure, linear, square and cubic measure, and
United States and English coins. 10, Write descriptions of objects from a briefly pre-
pared synopsis of parts, properties, qualities, conditions, appearance and uses.

Pracrican ArirameTic.—Steps : 1. Principles and contractions of the fundamental
rules, properties of numbers, cancellation, ete. 2. Reduction of fractions. 3. Addition
and subtraction of fractions. 4. Multiplication of fractions and applicatians. 5. Division
of fractions and applications. 6. Reduction of denominate fractions. 7. Addition and
subtraction of denominate fractions. 8. Miscellaneous concrete problems in the appli-
cations of fractions. 9. Notation and addition of decimal fractions. 10. Subtraction
of decimal fractions and applications.

[ INote.—Mental arithmetic in the corresponding subjects should be taught in con-
nection with each of the above steps.]

GEoGRAPHY.—Steps : 1. Text description of South America. 2. Map studies on the
same. 3. Text description of Europe. 4. Map studies on the same. 5. Text de-
seription of Africa. 6, Map studies on the same. 7. Text deseription of Asia. 8. Map
studies on the same. 9. Text deseription and map studies on Australia. 10. General
lessons and review. Elementary geography completed.

INTERMEDIATE GRADE.

SUGGESTIONS AND DIRECTIONS.

ReapiNg.—In this grade attention should be given to the illustration of words by
conversations, objects or pictures; to the correct pronunciation of words, marks of
punctuation, accents, emphasis, the inflections of the voice, and the elementary sounds
of the letters, and oral and phonic spelling. The teacher should endeavor to make the
pupil clearly comprechend the thought contained in every sentence, and should not be con-
tent until that thought be as clearly expressed by the voice.
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SprLLing.—The spelling book may now be introduced, but it is hoped that only those
words, the meaning of which the pupils can be made o understand, will be used in the
sentence making. They should, without the direct aid of the teacher, be able to use
each word correctly in a sentence expressing an intelligible thought. Follow this
direction and the result will be fewer wordy and more common-sense writers.

WriTING —Much care should be used in the writing books in respect to the forms of
letters Even slate exercises should not be accepted by the teacher, unless written with
care and legibility. Written exercises should be prepared daily in all the different
ranches, even when the recitation is expected to be oral; for by this means, orthog-
raphy, composition, graipmar, panctuation and writing may be taught at the same
time,

Laxcuvack.—Teachers should be careful that the children use only correct expressions
in the oral and written exercises in language. DBoth class and teacher should watch that
not an error escape notice. A little extra care in the beginning will save a vast amount
of labor in the end.

Aritrusric.—In practical arithmetic much time and attention should be given to the
solution of concrete problems in the fundamental rules. It is presupposed that the
f)upils can readily add, subtract, multiply and divide. At this stage of progress the
pupils should be taught the lancuage by which the relation of numbers is expressed, ag
well as the theoretical relation of those numbers. These cannot be taught by solving
fifty or sixty problems, but hundreds are required, and, if not found in the text-books,
they must be supplied by the teacher. The class should be reviewed daily by questions,
and at least every two weeks a stated written topical review should be required.

Guoeraray.—Should be taught in connection with written topical exercises, and slate,
blackboard and paper map drawing. As many bistorical events as possible, connected
with any country, State, county oxr town, should be related in the class by teacher or
pupils, while studying the geography of those places. Stories of history related to the
elass, to be reproduced in writing at the following recitation, may sometimes take the
place of the regular recitation with advantage.

ADVANCED GRADE.

SECTION VIII.

ReaDpivG.—Fourth Resder continued or an easy Fifth Reader. Lessons copied on
slates; words spelled from the same. Drill exercises in pronouncing difficult words,
New words defined. Not over two new verses at a lesson.

SreLLiNG.—Oral and written spelling, Sentence making as before.

Wriring.—Books Nos. 4 and 5, written with a pen.

Laxcuage.—Steps: 1. Write stories suggested by pictures. 2. Write letters of friend-
ship. 3. Write business letters. 4. Write notes of invitation and regret, ete. 5. Write
business forms, as notes, contracts, ete., from mewmoranda. 6. Write advertisements. 7.
Write dialogues with real or imaginary persons. 8. Pupils relate what they have heard
or seen. 9. Pupils relate what they have smelled, tasted, or felt. 10. Pupils relate what
they have thought.

GraMMar.,—Technical grammar commenced with a text-book.

[Nore —Practical and oral grammar should be taught at every step of the pupil’s
progress, and especial attention should be given to it, in connection with the oral and
written lessons in language. Almost any primary text-book may be used in this grade
by being careful that the progress through the book be gradual and thorough.]

PracricAt ArRrraMETIC.—Steps: 1. Multiplication of decimal fractions, 2, Division
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of decimal fractions. 3. Denominate decimals and applications. 4. Metric system of
weights and measures. 5. The problems of percentage. 6. Commisslon, brokerage and
stocks. 7. Profit/and loss 8. Insurance and taxes. 9. Intergst. 10. Partial pay-
ments.

GrogrAPEY.—Intermediate geography commenced. Steps: 1. The earth, directions,
land and wap questions on the same. 2. The sea and map exercises on the same; the
land and map exercises. 3. Inland waters and map exercises. 4. Climate, vegetation,
wants aadoceupation of men, and commeree. 5. Description and map exercises on South
America, 6. The same on North America. 7. Africa. 8. Australia. 9. Asia. 10.

Europe.
SECTION IX.

ReApiNG.—Fifth Reader. Drill exercises in pronouncing difficult words. All new
words spelled and defined. Lessons not over two new verses.

SpELLING.— Written and oral spelling. Sentence making as before,

WRriting.—Books Nos. 4, 5 or 6. .

LaNgUAGE.—Steps: 1. Write stories suggested by pictures. 2. Write sentences from
dictation by the teacher or competent pupil. 3. Write sentences expressing the same
thought in different ways. 4. Write from memory stories read to the class by the teacher.
5. Change to prose simple stories in rhyme. 6. Write letters to friends. 7. Write letters
to newspapers, deseriptive of places and customs of foreign people. 8. Write sentences
telling of what objects remind you. 9. Write paraphrases by the substitution of words.
10. Write parcdies on popular pieces of prose or poetry.

GrAMMAR.—Primary grammar continued. Attention should be given to the analysis
of the sentence, and especially to the correct use of the irregular verbs in the different
modes and tenses.

ARITOMETIC.—Szeps: 1. Problems in interest. 2. Banking and exebange. 3. Part-
nership. 4. Alligation, ratio and proportion. 5. Involution and evolution. 6. Men-~
guration. 7. Custom-hcuse business and foreign exchange. 8. Averaging accounts
eurrent. 9. Gold, bonds and currency. 10. Philosophical problems, series, ete.

GrocraPHY.—Steps: 1. Map studies on the United States. 2. Text deseription of the
game, 3. New England. 4. Middle Atlantic States. 5. South Atlantic and Gulf States.
6. Central States. 7. Pacific States. 8. Mathematical geography, latitude and longi-
tude. 9. Map drawing and topical review of the United States. 10. Map drawing and
topical review of North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia.

ADVANCED GRADE.

SUGGESTIONS AND DIRECTIONS,

Reaping.—This exercise should be conducted with a view to vocal culture, correet
delivery, appreciation of different kinds of composition, and the cultivation of taste.
Attention should be paid to all the points which have been specifically mentioned in the
other grades.

SrELLING, both oral and written, in selected words, proper names, sentence making, in
connection with a constant use of the dictionary, should receive attention in this grade.

Penuansure—A good, plain, ready handwriting is required of every pupil in this
grade, and to secure this result the teacher should see that proper instruction is given.

Lancuage.—Daily lessons should be given in this exereise, even at the expense of
some of the other branches, as grammatical aceuracy, ease and readiness in the expres-
sion of thought are of the greatest practical importance. This readiness and accuracy
can ouly be acquired by practice, though it must be practice of the right kind, for an
error practiced is an error confirmed.
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GrAMMAR.—The study of technical grammar is of great importance. Tt should, how-
ever, be delayed in the school course until the minds of the children are sufficiently
matured to understand the technical relation and dependence of words, and the logical
relation of thought. The practice of crowding the wemory with such terws as ¢ adjective
and adverbial elements, adjuncts and attributes,” before the mind is capable of forming
conceptions of the ideas they skowuld call up, cannot be too strongly condemned. At the
proper time, properly taught, grammar, especially the analysis of the sentence, should
by no means be neglected, for by it much of the force, power, clearness and beauty of
the English language is brought within the comprehension of the child.

Groerapuy.—Map drawing and the general features of the different countries, math-
ématical, physical and politieal, should be taugit, so connected with history as to give
a synoptical review of the whole subject. There are too many thiogs to be learned to
permit pupils to spend much time in memorizing a list of all the pust-offices even in one
hemisphere.

GENERAL EXERCISES

Every day there should be a time set apart for a general exercise upon some subject
not pursued as a regular study. The teacher should present these subjects in a simple,
conversational style, being carcful not to give too many ideas at the same time.

Boox-kerrinG sheuld receive attention in this grade to an extent which will enable
every pupil to keep a set of books by single or double entry for any ordicary business.
Writing contracts, notes, receipts, ete., cannot be too strongly recommended.

Hisrory.—Stories of history should be read, or better, related to the school by the
teacher, at least once each week.

The Scizxce or Commox TriNags should receive its due attention, as it will lay the foun-
dation for future thought, investigation and usefulness.

Boraxy and ZooLoay can be taught and illustrated by specimens to an extent which
will explain all the technical terms in common use pertaining to them, Physiology, the
laws of health, and hygiene should also receive proper attention.

Sixging should be practiced daily from five to ten minutes.

MoraL Lessoxs should be often given to the school, not by dry, didactic sermonizing,
but by impressive and attractive anecdotes or stories, told in a simple and touching man-
ner by the teacker. Such should be selected as will develop the aflections, the social and
moral qualitizs of the heart, as will teach the duties that children owe to each other,
their teacher, their parents and their God, Above all he should set such an example of
politeness, patience and forbearance before his pupils, and manifest toward them such a
cheerful and affectionate natare, as he would wish to see them imitate.

InsrrUcTION.—Better delay for a future time what can be but imperfectly understood
to-day, as there are a thousand and one things, equally valuable, that can now be appre-
ciated. Give but one new idea at a lesson, if you wish the children to retain it; spend
the balance of the time in review. Real progress depends more upsn a little understood
and remembered, than much memorized to be soon furgotten.

If it is desirable to give extra instruction in any branch, as drawing, penmanship, or
musie, daily lessons of from thirty to forty minutes may be substituted for the regular
recitations, devoting to that purpose the first hour on Monday, the second hour on Tues-
day, the third hour on Wednesday, etc., with much advantage to the pupils.

CrassiFicATioN.—Teachers should be careful that pupils of the same progress and
ability only are placed in the same class, for when this is not done the quick and bright
become idle from not having enough to do, the slow and stupid idle from discouragement.
Pupils need not necessarily recite in the same grade in all the branches, as cases will
occur in which the same pupil should recite in arithmetic in the primary grade, and in
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reading in the intermediate. It is desirable that those studies in which pupils are be-
hind their grade receive extra attention, that as soon as possible they can recite in the
same grade in all their studies.

Procramme —No teacher should fail to have a carefully prepared, written programme
posted in a conspicuous place in his school-room, and live up to it He who fails to have
a time for each recitation, and each recitation in its time, cannot be a successful teacher.

The following programme is offered as a suggestion, the ten-minute periods being used
merely that all the studies might be represeuted. Short and prompt recitations, how-
ever, have been fourd to prcduce the wost satisfactory results, for they necessitate short
lessons, which are more easily learned and remembered. All the pupils can thus be
kept busy, which is the secret of successful management in the school-room :

9:00 to 9:10 A Music and Opening Ex. 1:00 to 1:10 p. M. P. G., First Reader.
9:10 ¢ 9:20 “ P. G First Reader. 1:10 ¢ 1:20 ¢ ¢ Second Reader.
9:20 ¢ 9:30 " Second Reader. 1:20 ¢ 1:30 ¢ ¢ Third Reader.
9:30 ¢ 9:40 « ¢ Third Leader. 1:30 ¢ 1:40 ¢ I. G., Fourth Reader.
9:40 * 9:50 ¢« ¢ Numbers. 1:40 ¢ 1:50 ¢ A. @., Fifth Reader.
9:50 ¢ 10:00 ¢ Tables. 1:50 ¢ 2:00 < P. G., Numbers.

10:00 ¢ 10:10 ¢ “  Pract. Arithmetic. 2:00 ¢ 2:10 ¢ ¢ Table Exercise.
10:10 ¢ 10:20 ¢ I. G., Pract. Arithmetic. 2:10 ¢ 2:20 ¢ ¢ Prim. Arithmetic.
10:20 ¢ 10:30 ¢ A. G, Pract. Arithmetic. 2:20 ¢ 2:30 ¢ Int. G. Pract. Arithmetic.
10:30 to 10:40 a. M. | Recess. 2:30 to 2:40 p. M. Recess.

10:40 to 10:50 aA. M. Int. G. Element Geo. 2:40 to 2:50 p. M. P. G.,* First Reader.
10:50 *¢ 11:00 A. G., Intermediate Geo. 2:50 ‘¢ 3:00 ¢ .P. G.,* Second Reader.
11:00 ¢ 11:10 << P. G., Language. 3:00 ¢ 8:10 ¢ P. G ,* Third Reader.
11:10 ¢ 11:20 ¢ ¢ First Keader. 3:10 ¢ 3:20 ¢ I. G, Language.

11:20 ¢ 11:30 ¢ “  Second Reader. 3:20 ¢ 3:30 ¢ A.G., Language.

11-80 « 37.40 & Phivd Reader. 2:30 ¢ .40 « A g Grammoy.

11:40 ¢ 11-50 <« Penmanship. Drawing 3:40 ¢¢ 3:50 ¢ Othngmphv, Musxc and
11:50 ¢+ 12:00 ¢ g and Prioting 3:50 ¢ 4:00 < { General Exercises.

#The Primary Grade may now be dismissed.

ARTISAN EDUCATION.

The chief noticeable defect in the foregoing course of study, as
applicable to the wants of our youth, is the limited instruction
allowed in the elements of the natural sciences, applied mechanics
and drawing, free-hand and instrumental. Our chief business in
the future, as a State, plainly must be manufacturing ; not pro-
ducing from the soil for subsistence, but converting nature’s
products into forms and fabrics for protection, comfort and luxury.
In the past our people have lurgely been ‘“hewers of wood and
drawers of water.”” Not in an obnoxious sense do I use the
expression. Our energies have been largely devoted to market-
ing simply the raw material—heavy timber and sawed lumber,
not sashes and doors and finely wrought furniture—hay, potatoes
and grain, not fine stock, butter and cheese—hides and leather,
not elegant boots, shoes, harnesses, carriages, &c.—sheep and
wool, not fine mutton, soft blankets and rich broadcloths—granite
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and slate in the rough, not finely chiseled and polished, and so on
in various other things. For the rough work of the past the
“three R’s”’ were possibly sufficient. Reading, Writing and
Arithmetic, particularly ““ figgers,”’ were in a measure sufficient
for the actual every day wants of a State community existing in a
remote corner of the Union and comparatively isolated. Now,
however, Maine is faifly in contact and connection with the rest
of the world. Ier railroad and steamboat communications are
numerous and constantly extending, the great highway of trans-
continental and oceanic travel runs through her midst and the
thought expressions of the great world of business, throb in and
out her telegraph wires every moment of the twenty-four hours.
We must now enter the competition of thought, skill ; our labor
must be directed by keen, quick intelligence ; our energies must
run out, not through the strong arm, rude brawn, but through
active, clever brain force and the cunuing hand. Ours is now a
competition of intelligence, not brute force. Accepting the situa-
tion we must prepare forit. How or where can we better prepare
for this houorable competitorship than through and in cur public
schools? I confess to a degree of mortification when I find in
visiting our larger shops and manufactories, that the ““head-men,”’
the designers, the draftsmen, the skilled labor are found to be
mostly imported either from the other States or foreign countries.
Massachusetts, sensible of this vitally weak point in her industrial
progress provides generously for technical schools und a State
Normal Art School. Maine possibly is not quite ready to take
such advanced steps, but certainly her educators can so modify
the present curriculum of school studies, particularly in the cities,
larger towns and manufacturing centers, as to enable our youth
to meet the demands of the near future and to enter the lists of
successful competition with other craftsmen and artisans. Not
only dexterity in solving mathematical problems, in unraveling rich
thoughts, buried under Latin conjugations and amid Greek roots
is required, but a bold questioning ot the materials of nature right
around us and of the forces and laws of the Universe itsell. We
must know ourselves physically, our capacities mentally, and how
best to employ and direct the wondrous organs and faculties, created
and granted for noble use by our Creator. This imperative neces-
sity rises almost to a religious duty. Certainly if we desire as a
- State community 1_:6 maintain fair rank in honorable progress and
substantial development with other communities and would not sink
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to the dead level of comparative insignificance and powerless infla-
ence, our school officers must take into serious consideration the
question, how best to provide for the necessities of our great
army of laborers in shop and field.
Such a modification in our school work is demanded by agricul-
ture, by manufactures, by mechanical trades, (in the decay of the
apprenticeship system,) by general intelfigence, by the mental
discipline of the youth themselves, and by the general progress of
public education. Allow me then to urge my brother school
- officers in the exercise of their inspectory duties to consider not
only the manner and methods of the teacher’s work, but the sub-
ject matter of the school studies. The common rudimentary
branches of course must take precedence—they are the first steps
through which the child makes further advancement. Reading,
spelling, writing, sense culture in form, color, qualities and
quantities, number, observation and description of natural objects,
social and religious duties,—all these should be engrafted early

_into the child-life. Then should follow the study of self, physi-
ology and hygiene ; the facts and forces of nature, involved in the
single term, physics; business terms and relations, the keeping of
accounts and letter writing ; the elements of geometry and draw-
ing, which underlie skilled labor and industrial progress; the
duties of citizens, social, State and National, also the general out-
lines of State and National governments, and the plain lessons to
be learned from general history; while with all and through all
should be instilled the graceful and chastening influence of re-
fined manners, pure morals and the perfect precepts of the
Christian religion. Taking the child from the mother’s knee, and
leading him through primary, intermediate and high school grades,
up to the threshold of college, certainly up to the period of man-
hood, educators and school officers assume a responsibility which
can be discharged only by the most careful application of means
to ends and a conscientious discharge of obligations, voluntarily
assumed, in the interest of child, parent and society.
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RECOMMENDATIONS BY S. 8. COMMITTEES.

The following suggestions appear in the returns of 1873, as
made by school officers, in answer to the usunal inquiries addressed
to them.

Fast Livermore—Uniformity of text-books and more mill-tax.

Greene—Compulsory attendance. Uniformity of text-books.

Oakfield pl—Compulsory attendance is very much needed for
the success of our schools.

Moro pl—Compulsory attendance, or some law that will educate,
in some degree, all the youth of the State. Some system of text-
books adopted by authority of the State Superintendent and some
efficient means of distributing them to Town Supervisors.

Bancroft pl—Yes, compulsory attendance—compulsory.

Sherman—We think of no amendments to the school laws that
would seem to work more good than a compulsory law similar to
the onc submitted to the Legislature last winter.

Presque Isle—Assessors to take the number of scholars at time
of taking inventory ; abolition of district system.

Lyndon—VUniformity of text-books, books faurnished by town.
Compulsory attendance. Abolition of school districts. A two
mill tax. Permanent Free High Schools.

Ludlow — Uniformity of text-books, committee to employ
teachers.

Littlelon—County supervision.

Linneus—State Uniformity of text-books. Increase of the mill
tax.

Hodgdon—Something to remedy non-attendance is very desira-
ble. Abolition of school district system.

Grand Isle—Require the teachers to make public examinations
at least, at the end of summer and winter terms.

Fort Fatrfield—Assessors should ascertain number of scholars,
and not agents. Agents are not always honest, and often return
more children in a district than are really so, in order to obtain
more school money than they are fairly entitled to.

Dallon—We would recommend a law for the distribution of
State funds to each district according to the average attendance
instead of the whole number.

Amily—A law compelling agents to post a list of scholars be-
longing in their respective districts, in at least two public places
in town. :

Turner—Compulsory attendance.

Minot—In regard to the Free High School, I will recommend
that if school officers think it advisable that they be authorised to
take a certain amount of money from the large village districts
and distribute it among the small rural districts and expend the
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whole appropriation for Free High School in the large village
districts.

Baldwin—TUniformity of text books.

Bridgion—Restore County Supervision, or its equivalent, in
some form.

Cape E lizabeth—Abolish the district system.

Gorham—Some law to give us better facilities for educating
our teachers and to place the standard of qualification higher.
To instruct towns to choose Supervisors instead of Committees of
three. Some law also to enable towns to supply districts with
school furniture, maps, globes, charts, &c.

Huarpswell—That the school law be so amended as to have State
upiformity of text books and the towns to furnish them at cost.

That the district system be abolished and that the f{owns own all
the school-houses, dc., in town.

Sebago—Compulsory attendance.

Windham— Uniformity of text books farnished by the State. A
law to compel children to attend school three montis in a year
between six and fourteen years of age.

Yarmoulth—The death and burial of the ¢ district system’” would
free us from some of the evils of its too long and wretched life.
State uniformity of text-books would be a blessing to committee,

el B NP [ RSN |
to teachers, to parcnts ana®Ro pupils.

Chesterville—Compulsory attendance, that it may be tested.

New Vineyard—Abolish the school district system altogether.
State uniformity of text-books. State publishing house for school
books. Towns to own the school-houses and school books, with
a suitable library at each school-house, to be in charge of the
teachers during schools. Parents to be held responsible for the
destruction of books by their pupils. Further increase of the
revenues for the support of common schools,

Mt. Desert—Make a penalty for agents not returning blanks at
the time required. We have waited a month, and have received
but four from the school agents! Also, take away their power to
hire the teachers.

Farminglon—Amendments to School Laws 1. Let it not only be
recommended but demanded that teachers hand to the school com-
mittee u written report of their schools. The committee can thus,
and only thus, learn the peculiarity, exact condition and necessi-
ties of each school.

2. Compel every town having not less than 500 families to
maintain a High School for ten months in the year. This would
be a fairer and more beneficial law than the one recently enacted.
In not demanding such schools by positive law the State is licens-
ing idleness and all the vices that follow at its heels. It is guod
legislation which decreases criminal expenses and puts the money
into schools,
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3. Require towns to raise 81.00 per each inhabitant for school
pwrposes.  Schools, as well as everything else, cost more than
they did ten years ago. : :

4. Demand that teachers shall not teach branches not required
by law, unless by special permission from the School Committee.
In doing this teachers take much time due to the smaller scholars
and the general interests of the school.

5. Compel all scholars between seven and ten to attend school
fonr or five months in each year. Such compelling confers the
greatest freedom. ’

6. The committee should employ teachers, and let the teacher
be examined before he is hired—any other method is only a farce.

7. The town should provide text-books. The teachers can then
classify their scholars.  As it is the scholars’ parents do the class-
itying.

8. The census of scholars should be taken by the assessors
when the inventory of property is taken.

9. No child sbould attend school under six years of age. It
would be better for the child and far better for the school.

10. Demand that teachers take some educational journal.

11. Abolish the district system. It stands in the way of every
other needed reform. ~Until it is done we cannot expect to grade
our schools or have any successful high schools.

Amherst— Compulsory attendance. A good law to prevent
truancy.

Cranberry Isles—Compulsory attendance, Raise mill tax one
mill. ““Reduce per capita.”

Dedham—7Yes; let the Legislature pass an act giving Commit-
tees harder hearts, so they will not grant certificates to so many
ignorant pretenders.

Gouldsboro’—Would compel attendance of pupils and have a
uniformity of text-books, and have the Committee hire the teachers.

Penobscot—I1 would suggest that there be a change in item fourth
and fifth of sections 60 and 61, making it the duty of school agents
to make their returns to the assessors and also to the S. S. Com-
mittees or Supervisors, so that said items and sections shall read
thus: The agent of each district is required to return to the S. S.
Committee or Supervisor, at the expiration of his term of service,
an account of his official expenditures, agreeably to the following
blank (No. 1), and also, if he is in office on the first of April he
must fill blank No. 2. Otherwise, hand both returns to the new
agent, so that blank No. 2 may be filled by him, and both for-
warded by him to 8. S. Committee or Supervisor on or before the
15th day of April in each year. All blanks filled and signed by
the agents, to be by Committees or Superintendents forwarded
to the assessors on or before the tirst day of May, annually. A
law to that effect will be better than it is now, with a penalty
affixed.
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Strong—Our district system is all wrong, and should be abol-
ished. There are two many school officers. The Committees or
Supervisors should employ the teachers.

Temple— Devise some methods to compel amore general attend-
ance in the common school.

Wilton—The abolition of the district system and uniformity of
text-books.

Sullivan—State uniformity of text-books.

Surry—It séems very important that the school money should
be divided so as to give the several districts in a town a more
equal length of schools.

Tremont—Abolish the district system, and have towns, &c., own
the school property. Let a system be made that school advan-
tages may be more equally divided among and shared by the
children. .

Verona—That the town or State provide free text-books.

Long Island pl—That the per capita tax be repealed, and the
school mill tax be adequately increased : which would save both
trouble and cost, and greatly improve the schools in plantations,
and by-places.

Swan’s Island pl—It seems useless to suggest any amendments,
when uniformity of text-books has been year after year almost
unanimously recommended by the school committees of the State,
and as often referred to the next legislature ; the legislators thus
endeavoring to shirk the responsibility which they assume when
they take the office.

Bradford—I am tired of that! it does no good.
Bradley—Make attendance upon our schools compulsory.

Burlington—Uniformity of text-books, and a law to oblige
parents to send their children to school.

Carroll—Yes ; repeal the system of raising money in townb and
the High School Act, and pass an act to adopt the five mill tax
system.

Clifton—State uniformity of text- books

Corinth—Districts hold their annual meetings in March. Ageuts
make returns by the fifteenth of April. Uniformity of text-books
throughout the State.

Degxter—Make it the duty of Assessors to take census of schol-
ars in towns. We can not obtain the number from agents.

Eimma—Compel attendance.

Garland—I feel to-day like saying that I can, for I have just
returned from a journey of about seven miles to obtain the number
of scholars in a part of a district, the agent living in Execter ; have
sent him word and waited three weeks after all the other facts
and items were recorded in this Blank. Then let us return to old
law. Let the Selectmen take the scholars, as they can easily do
it when they take the inventory.
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Howland—TUniformity of text-books.

Kingman—State uniformity of school books, and compulsory
attendance of all healthy scholars between the ages of eight and
fifteen years.

Lagrange—Yes ; a law establishing uniformity of text-books;
the same to be printed by men chosen or appointed by the Legis-
lature and paid by the State; and the price of the books to be
uniform, and fixed by the Legislature.

Lee—Put the hiring of teachers into the hands of the committee
and make them responsible for the success of the schools,

Mount Chase—Yes ; uniformity of text-books.
Orono—Compulsory attendance.

Patten—Divide the schiool money so as to give districts the same
length of school.

Springfield—The mill tax as it stands pleases everybody.

Stetson—1 think it will be as well to thoroughly test the school
laws as they now stand for the next two years at least, before
making any further amendents.

Winn—~Should think it a good plan to have the ASDG ssors take
the number of schelars when they take the annual inventory.

Lakeville pl—Compulsory attendance here.

Abbot—1. Do away with the district system. 2. Restore county
supervision. 3, Uniformity of text-books at the expense of the
State. 4. Require towns by statute law to print the report of S.
S. Committee, and furnish a copy of the same to each family in
town. 5. Compulsory attendance. 6. Make the “Oune Mill
Tax’’ a Five Mill Tax, and distribute in July instead of January,

Guilford—Abolish the district system.

Kingsbury—Yes ; repeal all school laws that now exist and let
the State take charge of the schools, assess the tax and collect it,
and give 50 children in one portion of the State as much school
as 50 in other portions. The Free High School law takes money
away from the poor that cannot support a Free High School, and
gives it to those towns that can, and when a town is able to sup-
port a free school they need no help. No intelligent man will
ever live or stop long, without he is obliged to, in the poor towns
in this part of the State, under the existing school laws and the
manner of State taxing. I know of single men in towns in Maine
whose property not taxed is more than the whole valuation of
K. They neither support schools or the State. If the State
would assist in building roads and school-houses settlers would
come and not from Sweden.

Medford—I would have the committee select and hire teachers,
and also compulsory attendance.
Milo—Yes. Abolish the district system.

Shirley—Compulsory attendance is the only method that we
think would produce satisfactory results in this town. There
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seems to be a great lack of interest in schools among the parents,
and consequently the children are backward and have nothing to
stimulate them to attend the schools as they should. To remedy
this we can suggest no amendment to the school laws that would
so well obviate this evil as compulsory attendance, strictly en-
forced. Uniform system of school books would also be hailed as
a bright omen.

Wellington—Should like to compel parents to visit schools.

Bath—A law requiring attendance at school and a more careful
inspection of public schools and supervision.

Bowdoin—Give us State uniformity of text-books. A compul-
sory law for children between seven and fifteen. Abolish the
school districts. Make the town the unit in all school matters.

Georgelown—Compulsory attendance, and each pupil equipped
with proper text-books.

Phipsburg —The State should have more control or supervision
of the expenditure of the money raised for schools.

West Bath—A uniformity of text-books and compulsory attend-
ance.

Anson-—Let S. S. Committee hire the teachers. It was a success
with us. We had better teachers and better schools.

Brighton—TUniformity of books.

Detroit—Uniformity of school books, truant officers and compul-
sory aitendauce of scholars,

Imbden—TFree High Schools abolished and the mill tax raised,
for the reason that swnall towns are thinly settled and cannot avail
themselves of the law, but have to pay their proportion of the
State tax to support schools in large towns and villages.

Fairfield—We are decidedly in favor of uniformity of text-books
and compulsory attendance.

Huarmony—A law to compel school agents to make their returns
to the Sup. School Committee on or before the first day of May.
That no person shall teach school unless well qualified and holds
a certificate from a county board -of examiners. A semi-annual
convention of Supt. School Commitiees,.

Madison— Abolish district system. Teachers should be hired
by committees.

Moscow—We recommend a law that will secure uniformity of
school books.

New Portland—-A law to secure a more full and regular attend-
ance of scholars at school.

Pitisfield—Abolish the district system. Put the employing of
teachers into the hands of educated men, with instructions never
to employ till after satisfactory examination. Increase the pay of
supervisors and committees so that men fitted for that work can
attend to it. Make it the duty of towns to place a Webster’s.or
Worcester’s Dictionary on every school teacher’s desk.
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Smithfield—I truly think that there should be a law passed im-
posing a fine of fifty dollars for any Selectman to draw an order
for payment of teachers’ wages, either directly or indirectly, un-
less the teacher presents to him a receipt from the S. S. Commit-
tee or Supervisor, certifying that he or she has properly filled up,
completed and signed, his or her School Register, and deposited
the same with the S. S. Committee or Supervisor, as required by
law.

Dead River pl—Yes; give us uniformity of school books, fur-
nished by the State or State Superintendent, and abolish the
school district system.

Highland pl—Yes; we need a law to compel towns and planta-
tions to furnish betler school-houses. 1 do not think that out of
fifty school-houses, within an area of thirty miles of this place,
that ten can be found possessing suilable accommodations for
pupils, while twenty-five are in such a dilapidated state that
winler schools are of but little profit.

Northfield—Abolish the District system by legislative enactment,
and establish County supervision, or something, if possible, to fill
its place. :

Perry—Enforce the present law, and compulsory attendance of
pupils between the ages of eight and fifteen.

Robbinston—Uniformity of text-books, and compulsory attend-
ance. Such a variety of books is productive of almost endless
confusion for teachers and scholars, and is an imposition on poor
parents at least, and one reason why more scholars do not attend
school.

Steuben—W e are in favor of compulsory attendance.

Wesley— Yes ; let large and wealthy towns, ¢ cities or villages,”’
pay for their schooling, ¢ high schools,” and not oblige the back
towns, with scattered inhabitants who are unable to have high
schools, to help maintain them. We think it unequal. A uniform
series of text books, published by the State and furnished at cost
to scholars. After this is done, let the legislature meet once in 10
years.

Troy—Compulsory attendance, State uniformity of text-books,
and some method provided for obtaining wall maps and a globe
for every school.

Meddybemps—1It should be made a penal offence for the Select-
men to draw an order for a teacher’s services before his register
is returned according to law.

Knox—We suggest the abolition of the school district system.
Also the adoption of a State uniformity of text-books.

Norihport—Abolish the ¢ District system.”

Searsmont—We need some law so as to secure a better attend-
ance. Better series of text-books. More interest on the part of
the parents, and have the State raise the whole amount of school
money by tax similar to the mill tax.

T
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Brooks—State uniformity of text-books. Abolish the District
System and inaugurate the Town System. Place the hiring of
teachers in hands of committees. Establish State supervision by
districts. Raise the standard of qualifications of teachers.

Lubec—Restore the county supervisorship. I don’t think the
district commissioners will meet the case. Give the employment
of teachers to the committee. Give the committee more pay.
Withhold all State aid to towns and districts that do not send their
children to school. Have school books supplied by the towns.
Increase the mill tax to two mills. Authorize assessors, under the
direction of the School Committee, to apportion the school money
80 as to give each district an equal chance. Keep children out of
school till 6 years old.

Machias—We greatly need some law for compulsory attendance.

Machiasport—That every town or district shall expend all its
money within the year or forfeit it. That it be forbidden towns to
vote back unexpended money to the districts unless in extreme
cases, such as contagious disease preventing expending the same.

Princeton—Compulsory attendance and uniformity of text-books.
Calais—Compulsory attendance.

Charlolite—We notice that the statute gives the districts the
power to decide whether scholars shall be admitted from other
districts or not; it also confers on the committee the same author-
ity. This conflicting of the statute gives us some trouble. We
wish there might be a change, so as to give only one that privi-
lege. We do not care which has it.

Baring—Compulsory education.

Columbia—Abolition of the district system. Compulsory at-
tendance. State uniformity of text books, and furnished at cost
to towns by the State. Return to the county supervision. More
efficient town supervision, better paid.

Cooper—Abolition of districts.

Harrington—State to adopt the copyright of text books and give
them to the people at cost. Compulsory attendance we must have,
in some form, to avoid pauperism.

Frankfort—Abolish the district system.

Jackson—Abolish school districts, and give to each scholar the
same length of school. This is my first year of school supervision
in this town. I came to this town some over a year ago. I find
there has been no general change of text-books here for 15 yedrs.
Do you wonder that our schools are behind the times?

Whiling—A law to compel scholars to attend school.

Kittery—Free text-books to be supplied by towns. A compul-
sory school law. Fine agents when they fail to make their re-
turns. Fine municipal officers for ordering the full pay of teach-
ers before they have filled and returned their registers. Uniform

};engdth of school. The duties of school officers more clearly de-
ned.
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Lebanon—Uniformity of text-books. Restoring County Super-
visors, for they serve most effectually to aid and stimulate Town
Com. in their services.

Kennebunk—Uniformity of text-books. School books to be fur-
nished by town.

North Berwick—Yes. Hold annual school meetings in March.
Compel agents to make returns before the 15th of April, and to
the School Committee definitely, instead of allowing the agent two
months to report and demanding the committee’s returns promptly
May 1st, though the committee may have to make out list of
scholars in one or even all the districts, through the agent’s
neglect. This, for towns which will adhere to the old system of
districts ; but I believe the complete abolition of the district sys-
tem would be still better.

Shapleigh—Increase the mill tax.

York—The due observance and enforcement of our present
school laws is our necessity.

Berwick—No teacher ought to be employed until he has passed
the required examination.

Buzton—Would have a more stringent law compelling agents
to make their returns in season.

Cornish—Give us some means to compel agents to return their
reports at the required time. This will enable us to make our
report in season.

Dayton—A law to establish a uniformity of text-books in the
State would promote the welfare of the schools in this town and
would give satisfaction to the friends of education generally.

Unity—A law to compel school agents to fill out their returns
and hand the same to the Supervisor or School Committee by the
15th of April, certainly.

Waldo—State uniformity of text-books; books to be furnished
by the State.

Belgrade—State uniformity of text-books and the abblition of
the district system, and then we may expect to have better
schools. Compulsory attendance.

Chelsea—A compulsory law is very much needed, and better
supervision is necessary. We should have county supervisors
acting under the direction of the State Superintendent. The
town committee should act in harmony with the county supervis-
ors, and they should be men qualified for the work, and they
should hold a teachers’ institute twice a year, They should
attend the County Institutes, and they should visit their schools
often, and work while there, for which they should be paid by the
State.

Clinton—Yes, compulsory attendance. Compulsory ventilation
in all school rooms. All teachers should pay a reasonable sum
for examination if not present at regular examinations. Pay
agents and compel them to return names of scholars.
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Albion—Uniformity of text-books and abolish the district sys-
tem. -

* Farmingdale—Abolish the district system.

Manchester—Compulsory attendance. Uniformity of text-books
furnished at actual cost.

Monmouth—Compulsory attendance.

Mt. Vernon—Yes; free text books to be furnished to pupils by
the towns.

Pittston—Have the assessors make a return of scholars, instead
of agents.

Vassalboro’—I would suggest the necessity of changing Section
56, Chapter 11 of the Revised Statutes, relating to the remedy for
the neglect of School Agents, making them responsible for the ex-
pense incurred in making the examination.

Wayne—Yes, sir. Compulsory attendance of parents or guar-
dians of scholars at least twice during a term of school, would be
eminently beneficial to the best interest of our common schools, in
my humble opinion.

West Gardiner—Abolish the district system entirely. Give us
a State uniformity of text books, and restore county supervision,
or its equivalent.

Winslow—Yes ; a law requiring districts to hold their annual
meetings in March, and the agents to make their returns on or be-
fore the 20th of April.  Let the school money*he raised by tax on
property, and divided so as to give an equal amount of schooling
to each scholar, with uniformity of school books.

Rocklond—Require towns to furnish the children of the very poor
with clothing suitable for school wear, without subjecting the
parents to the mortification of being paupers and dragging them
to the poor-house.

Boothbay—Would recommend that all teachers of our town
schools be obliged to attend one term of Normal school. Are still
desirous,of truant law, and obliging parents to send their scholars
for a certain season to school, or a certain number of weeks each
year.

Bremen—7Yes. Compulsory attendance should, we think, be
added to our school laws. We notice that there are by far, too
large a number of trunants in our town—about one-sixth of our
whole number of scholars. We also think there should be some-
thing done to prevent parents from meddling. Let the State make
a law and -enforce it to punish them, and the difficulties experi-
enced in our schools between teachers, parents and scholars, will
begin to cease. There is in our schools too great a variety of
books. We think something further should be done to establish a
uniformity of books in all our towns.

Brisiol—Give us uniformity of books, Establish by law the
salaries to be paid to graduates of Normal Schools. Do away with

the district system altogether, it is the great drawback upon the
usefulness of our schools.
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Dresden—Abolish school agencies, or make a penalty for non-
fulfillment of their duty. State regulation of school books, and
not to be changed for the following ten years.

Westport—State uniformity of text books. Compulsory attend-
ance from the age of ten to fifteen.

Whitefield—I1 do not think school agents and S. S. Committees
try to do their duty. Our schools are not looked after as they
should be. Any person should be fined that pays a school teacher’s
bill untit the school register has been returned in proper shape.

Andover—1st. That no relative of the Supervisor, Superintend-
ing School Committee, or District Agent, shall be employed with-
out the consent of the district where said teacher is to labor; a
two-thirds vote by ballot being necessary to her employment. Or
some other law, more general in its nature, to prevent favoritism.
2. That five days, and five only, shall constitute the legal week.
8. That each visit by the Committee or Supervisor shall be at least
one-quarter or one-half of a legal school day in length, in order to
prevent unprofitable “‘minute-calls,”’” which are often made, and for
which the town is frequently charged an exhorbitant price.

Denmark—A penalty to Section 61.

Greenwood—7Y es, emphatically; a uniform system of text books.
Judging from our case in this town, nothing can be more impor-
tant. We have a great variely of authors in every study, and
nothing can relieve us but a general law. We would suggest a
bill authorizing a committee of eminent, learned and interested
men from different parts of the State, to recommend the kind to be
used for a certain length of time.

Hariford—Make attendance compulsory, with fine not less than
one dollar for every day that they are kept out, unless excused by
the Superintending School Committee having charge of the school,
and truants and the ungovernable to be sent to the Reform School.

Hebron—Abolish the High School act.

Norway—Let us have a compulsory law.

Peru—Compulsory attendance between the ages of 7 and 13.

Sweden—-Let school-houses be built and repaired by towns, in-
stead of being built by districts as they now are ; as in many cases
districts refuse to build or repair their houses by a vote to that
effect, carried mainly by those who think more of their money than
of the education of the young, and the committee are very back-
ward in bringing the matter before the town in lawful form.

Milton pl—In our opinion there are too many of our scholars
staying out of school, virtually educating paupers. For this rea-
son we are in favor of compulsory attendance, especially to our
winter schools. Also, we are in favor of towns furnishing the
schools with books. It should be the duty of the S. S. Committee
to go into the school the first week of school and furnish each
scholar with such books as they may need—Iet the parents or
guardian pay the town—then the schelars would have their books.
Many now, if they get them at all, do not get them until school is
half done.
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SCHOOL HOUSES.

I have deemed it desirable every year to present not only former
“cuts’’ and ‘‘plans’’ of school-houses, but to add one or two new
ones. I have given two this year, viz: new district school-house
in Kittery and new Grammar school building in Winthrop. For
specifications of former, inquiries may be directed to L. W. Jones,
Esq., Kittery. This building is 34 by 49; twelve feet high each
story, and will accommodate eighty pupils in each room; cost
$4,000, Specifications of the Winthop building may be obtained
of Henry Woodward, Esq. Cost of this building $12,000.

Plate No. 1—Country Scmoor Housk.

This structure is designed to meet the wants of a large class of
school districts throughout the State, whose means are limited to
the smallest possible outlay consistent with their actual necessities.

The ground plan is twenty-five by forty feet, six inches between
walls, with small entrances, porches on either side, six by eight
feet. As may be seen at a glance, separate entrances and con-
veniences are provided for the two sexes, with the design to secure
privacy and decency. Another advantage of this arrangement, is,
that recess may be allowed to all at the same time, thus gaining
from fifteen to twenty minutes each session of the school, as every
teacher well knows that recitations cannot be proceeded with when
one-half the scholars are out, while the noise and interruption pre-
vents study in a great measure.

The school room is twenty-five by thirty feet, and should be from
fourteen to sixteen feet high. One flue of the chimney should be
used to ventilate the vaults of the privies, connecting them with
it by means of drain tile, or a tube made of cedar boards eight
inches in diameter, passing beneath the floor of the building.

The ventilation of the school room is accomplished by connect-
ing the ventilator on the roof with the wooden air ducts v v,
which must be provided with two registers each’; one at the bot-
tom near the floor, the other near the ceiling. The rationale of
this system of ventilation is that when the fire is first started in
the stove by closing the upper register and opening that at the
bottom, the heat is drawn downwards and that portion of the
room near the floor warmed much sooner than it otherwise would
be were it allowed to ascend without hindrance. When the room
has become sufficiently warm, the register near the ceiling may
be opened and the rarified and impure air allowed to pass off.
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The cost of this building if erected of brick, would be not far
from $1,600; if of wood, with vertical boarding and battens, or
horizontal boarding and clapboards, from $1,000 to $1,200, varying
in different localities with the price of labor and cost of materials.

A school building erected in the town of Houlton, the past year,
after this design, and of the dimensions above given, in the most
thorough manner, cost, inclusive of lot, about $1,500.

Explanation of plan: E E, entries—boys at the right, girls at
the left; P P, water closets, with clothes’ rooms and sinks; W,
. wood room and chimney, with two flues for smoke and ventilation;
L, teacher’s platform; D, teacher’s desk; S, stove. Closets for
books, maps, &c., may be added at either end of platform.

Plate, Nus. 2 and 3.

These are intended for village schools, where either a study and
recitation rooms are needed (No. 3), or two contiguous study-rooms
(No.2). Dimensions are given in the sketches. Working plans
of these and the High School building can be obtained of Francis
H. Fassett, Esq., architect, Portland.

Plate No. 4—Hien ScHOOL.

This design is for a graded or high school building, and may be
used for either with very slight modification of the interior. Used
as a high school building, it will accommodate about two hundred
scholars. If a building for a graded school is required, the parti-
tion between the recitation rooms should be removed, thus giving
two additional school rooms, capable of accommodating about
seventy scholars each, The French story may be used for a gym-
nasium or converted into a public hall. The cost of this building
constructed of wood, with slate and tin roof, cellar and furnace,
would be twelve thousand dollars; if executed in brick, not far
from sixteen thousand.

Explanation, plan No. 4, High School. These plans are incor-
rectly designated in the diagram. First floor and second floor
should be transposed. A A, first floor (marked second floor) study
rooms ; B B, recitation rooms; C C, clothes rooms ; D D, entries;
F F and W C, wash rooms and water closets ; E Eand W C, wash
rooms and water closets for second floor.

Second floor.—B B, clothes rooms; A, study room; D D, reci-
tation rooms.
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RECOMMENDATIONS BY STATE SUPERINTENDENT.

I beg leave to conclude this report with the following recom-
mendations to legislators and school officers :

To LEGISLATORS.

1. An amendment of present law so that the census of scholars
. shall be taken every year by municipal officers instead of school
agents. See pp. 10 and 11.

2. An amendment requiring school committees or supervisors to
give in their returns the number of different scholars enrolled on
teachers’ registers during the school year, counting as enrolled
only those pupils who have attended school at least three consec-
utive weeks.

3. Apportionment of school moneys to the several towns on
basis of enrolled pupils, not as at present, according to census
number. This pecuniary inducement possibly may be a good sub-
stitute for compulsory attendance. See p. 12.

4. An act to secure full and correct financial exhibits of school
receipts and expenditures annually from every town. See p. 25.

5. Increase of compensation for services of School Committees
and Supervisors.

6. Establishment of another Normal School in western part of
the State to accommodate York, Cumberland and Oxford counties.

7. Amendment to “ Free High School’’ act, item 2d, so that
two or more adjoining school districts may unite in establishing
such schools.

To ScmooL OFFICERS.

1. Exact and complete. returns should be made to State Super-
intendent on or prior to July 1.

2. Full and fair presentation to the people of the comparative
merits of the ‘“town plan ’’ and the ‘¢ district system;”’ also the
merits of ‘“free text-books, furnished by the town.”

3. Modification of present course of studies to meet the de-
mands of skilled labor and the industrial interests of the State.

4. Confer with agents to secure a better grade of teachers.

5. Establish town and county associations of teachers and school
officers.  Attend the institutes and encourage teachers to do
the same.

6. Encourage the building of better school-houses, the proper
equipment of the same, and the full and steady attendance of
scholars. An encouraging word to parent or pupil will bear rich
fruit.

7. Please do all in your power to extend to every community
the advantages offered by.the Free High School establishment.

8. Please also grant us the favor of your presence and counsel
at the annual meeting of the Maine Educational Association.

9. The establishment of drawing, technical or art schools in
Menufacturing centers for minors and adults.

10. Frequent correspondence in relation to school matters is
res;éectfully solicited from school officers by the State Superin-
tendent.



‘e



COUNTRY SCHOOL-HOUSE.

See “School-Houses.”



Plan for Country School-House.
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District School House, Kittery.
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KENNEBEC COUNTY.

TOWNS.
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I ing Winter Schools.
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Number of different
puyils registered.
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1,080 -
1,160 3
1,800 -

58,165 16,924

80
00
05

32
35
8t
29

59
20
63
40
00

04

141
403
98
934
313
411
1.618
1,123

313
725
581
591
528
37
135

328
2,313
419
493

706
919

18,071

- 1,313 75 - 2000 18 33
- 1,200 50 - 125 50 35
- - 800 - 250 100 100
- 2,412 500, - 300 130 60
- 1,213 - - 80| ~ 34
- 966 377 30| 113 56 42
- 9,466, - - | 2,2990 -~ 225
- 4,318, 1,000 - 496 - 150
- - 200 -~ 500 - 65
- 1,074 R - 950 - 33
- 2469 550 200 100| - -

- 1,348 o - 169, -~ 60
$20i] 2,195 400/ 200 256|357 75
- 1,482 1,000 500 233 50 80
- 1,105 25 - - 29
70 1,577 - - - 100 90
- - 500, - 260/ 200 133
- 736 60 - - 60 32
- 6,000 - - - - 183
- 1,010 100, - 100 =~ 58
- 1,163 2000 - 1000 - 36
- 1,182 35 - |- 230, - 50
- 1,856 1,450, - 214 -~ 66
170) 1,744 150f -~ - - 93
441 67,848] 8,339 1,430! 9,985 1,166l 2,322
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RKNOX COUNTY.
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° P 0 . 2 .
A= =4 . = b P . n 2 ]
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B2 B | 22| % T3 [ Bg |2 |BEEBEEE P o I3 5|, | S
55~ | 82 | 33 | g2 | B3 |82 |2 |BRE2sE|F |2 BeB (2. B gx

TOWN. £33 B2 | BL | B2 | 54 (2203 [sselwies |2 OBER 3 & | %3
=55 | 28 | B | 88 | B5 |vniRdizEinzezls |3 5%l g™ = o o
s3 s o o R oG ¢ 128|589 == e 8 cel = 3 £

* o 3] ] O 0.8 g 22|55 =" aly 58 5~i% 55 - |
se° | &8 3 23 £z |22 B2 |l<gwe|<=ala 22288 (5= s g
e Eg | @ N 5 a3 1o 8 ——|2glf5 8218|258 = =3
R CHE] > 0 R L B 5 d d:s 5w 3283515 2 |
ZzS P37 < .82 = <.8 oA (SR W w. LElAS RE AT |4l &) =

Appleton coovieveesvnne 515 314 215 333 288 42)| .51 38 4 12 1 1 4] - - $4,5600

Camden...... 1,649 1,031 928 1,483 1,390 - 013 410 15 1 16 6 - - 18,800

Cushing ..oveeeeenevans 268) No Return. - - - - - - N R R R - . 1,300

Friendship ooeecoanenee 322 199 168 . 209 16l - .b6119 29 1 - 71 ¢ - 2,100

Hope....coveieoave s 311 140 99 203 173 - 44110 111 ¢ 5o- 7 b - 2,000

North Haven... 256 135 105 154 124 190 459 8 3 6 - 6 4 1 $525, 2,500

Rockland ...... . 2,502 1,465 1,123 1,435 1,183 1,583 46125 10 Mo~ 120 12 1 600 52,000

Bouth Thomaston........ 694 426 331 453 376) 472 519 9 4 7 - -] - - 5,000

St George...oeeeencenn 934 - - 443 400 - 43 - 110 4 1y - 19 6. - - 6,000

Thomaston ...... ceaaees 915 475 397 520 4420 - | 4619 17 20 Y - 121 i 2 8,000 16,000

Tnion cvvee it nnnnvens 596 342 262 437 378 4720 5w 27 4 13 1 14 10 1 4,0000 12,000

Vinalhaven .oouveesves 861 340 276 532 3820 -~ | .80 27 4 1 1 1) 9 - - 7,000

Warren ... ... ecessaens 703 293 232 408 327 - 408 511 4 19 19 13 - - ~

Washington «...veveenns 471 321 270 3908 368 - .68(10 11 12/ -1 11 9 1 - 4,500

Matinicus Isle pl........ 95 - 48 40 65 55 - 508 12 1 - 1 1 - - €00/

Muscle Kidge pl........ 45| No | Return. - - - - - - - =] - - - - -
11,137 5,529 4,476 7,093 6,047 - 50110 419 40 1380 120 1461 920 6! 13,125/ 134,300

Nuwber of Male Teach-
ers employed in Sutnmer
Nuwber vl Maie Teach-

ers employed in Winter.
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KNOX COUNTY—CoxNCLUDED.

TOWNS.

No. of Female Teachers

emploved in Summer.

Appleton .. ooeviannnn.
Camden..ooieervurn o
Cushing........ Ceeee s
Friendship.....coov ..t
Hope.e.ovvnaennn,
North Haven..o..v.oue.
kocklnnd ............

South Thomaston .
St George.......
Thowmaston .eeve vene vunn
Union . oeveiiininesnnns
Vinathaven .....ovvvuse
Warren .oee veeevene anen
Washington ... «.......
Matiaicus Isle pl........
Muscle Kidge pl ........

I

O —
— nE

No

= ) |2 -

E = ;g a H Not less than g

567 Fg £, By § et g8
= A - i . L‘_

ng gzs Eg""gé"’gé 3 inhabitant E’ :E %

T = = .

efy (Bc2lGsfgy §2 2% 123 % :f %

Fmle S 1ZEATIEET IS w® |82 |VE IR L

_,gvg ﬁao me_u - o 5: a3 [% 'Ua =T}

oD RS- RSN - T RT ja . e 2 5

*bgazwusgfs%wg 8- PR - ERIRE EP-

TS aZ 8= |gAE |25 B GBS eEIZ=E =27 1 3

s55F5255/88%8%| 538 (985552 83 | 2%

Z iz hB|<AE|ea it <32 m;,‘é‘ﬁa?-:%;«:a <2
3] -~ 53277 $3 3001 83| $1,230] $61 - |2 42 $739 -
16 4| 40 00‘ 3 5012 73 3,650 - - |2 17 1,918 $90

Retlurn, -1 - - - - - - - -
3 - 35 50] 3 48[2 42 709 - - 12 20 421 -
2 - 30 03 3 562 0U 850 - - 275 401 -
- - 40 00} 3 003 00 644 - - 1251 353 -
27 20 64 00] 6 003 50|  860| 2,420 - [3 24| 3,387 41
5 1! 40 33) 4 B1{3 50 1,354 - - 11 Yy 911 -
- - 42 89 3 402 50 1,857 - - 13 32 921 -
8 -~ |eL73 8oo/too a200 723 - |437] 2,002 -
6] 2 33 66] 4 |1 9¢ 1,362 - - (228 44 -
6 2| 40 0] 4 50{2 50 2,500 1,019 - 270 - -
12 T 31 66 4 0012 45 1,576 - 102 96 849 200
3 - 30 00 3 00)2 50 1,021 - - - - -
- 1} 40 00| 5 002 25 200 - - 1210 137 -

Retlurn. - - - - - - - - -
91 131 40 181 4 2412 65] 28,273] 4,225 10.2 66i11,304f 331

Total amount actually
expended for public
schools,

I
l

pd
v

<
<
=

6,800

942
875
833
13,324
1,853
3,091
5,358
1,916
2,571
2,576
270

42,041

] - o] —
2 5 8 In& 39%%
3 & o @ . o] ©
= < [ — T @
[ R U :‘.: S8 adl w
S 332 S8 a8 28l e

azs LR

2esn| By SR=BE o E .
23°0| 8% SoLE2| 84
S o4 2 192 g|=353| &2
e hne| L8 e e ©m
S84 282 89888 €%
Stiz| 8% (33E/258 85
g2Z2 Eo |6og|3dE 2
<E3F| <3 <i3w28| <3

- - | $3 - | se2

$1,2000 $700| 1,000 -~ 135

3 - 26! -~ 23

- - 200 - 30

- - 80 - 17

150 200/ 1,995 - 800

- - 336  $30 38

- - | 1,800 - 5

350 - 3125 50 56

173 - 180 - 75

100 - - - 57

- - - - 50

40 - 25 - -

2,018, 9001 6,225 80/ 1,468

‘XIAX3ddV
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LINCOLN COUNTY.

——
3 @ 3 & 0 2
- =l g a E & [5%4%yx
oa 3 - P2 -t 2 » ) _q:’, Sl g &
23h | 3 3 | % 5. 154 |2 m3EwgE
Il ) l-_g =, - P : 8,89,
ges= | 83 2% S= 28 &2 | [2agis5e
TOWNS. £2g | =8 g2 | =3 58 |58 (% |an2a®®
253 55 & 82 | J& gsiW2 Mg 2
= E 2w 83 23 S S XS ZEB2 e
s3 e b e 3 w2 o8 P 2L ET DT
- " R 1Y) D 803 Y S &> 5 2T e
2s> | 23 .4 < 3 g5 |92 132 12w |tEs
e g8 g 3 g3 <= 85 | &
Ca) S5 > 20 = e b 5 |38 d d
Z.E = A <.8 z= <.2 Z R [P m W | W
252 185 104 228 193 - BY(12 510 ¢
1,113 596 412 674 418 - A0 110 5
323 193 105 184 151 24%| 408 1|3
Bristol.cooecevevnnsnns 1,t3 02 538 813 529 - 481 4L 1
Damariscotta ..o veveenns 443 214 192 28u 2000 - | .44)) 49 2
Dresden ..ovvnevnen . 263 140 111 184 149 26¢; .608 219
Edgecomb ... ceeee 376 149 97 18¢) 133 - 31D 21i0 1
Jetforson. ..oevevevennn. 643 405 303 414 37¢| 545 53 311 2
Neworstle soeeee veve vans 585 246 200 316 264 -~ 4010 2010 4
Nobleborough ...oovvuye 434 239 204 279, 236 - 519 8
Bowmerville s voveveneannn 278 153 138 218 163 - 5410 i1
Southport .. ... FETRTRTO 271 166 140 240 194 - 6118 1 4
Waldouborough.......... 1,393 850 810 93 830 - | .60l 12
Westport oo vevs veveonnn 261 120 99 154 135 177 45|11 it 3
Whitefield .ovv vannunns 572 3u2 232 489 398, 401 558 3|9 4
Wiscusset .o vovevane aenn 628) Neo Return - - - - - -
Monhegan Isle pl ....... 136 No | Return - - - - - -
09,0840  4,6651 3,715l 5,496 4,416l - | 49l 410 1

Nuwber of distiicts in

town.

l

—
“l_ll._ll__‘ll‘

~
3 aY 0 & o WD -l

Muwber of parts of

districts.

-l

8

Number of sehool
houses in town.

S
Al S A e e R R~ =2

2]
-~ -

18

180

I Muwber in good condi-
> oo o8 oo | LIRDL

—
B 000 W N

Nuwber of school houses

built last year.

l'llllllllllllllllll

(illa|l|||c||:n|t||ic°5°0f‘h°“m°-

Estimated value of all
l school property in town.

$2,000
9,000
3,000
9,100
5,200
5,600
3,380
6,000
6,200
3.200
1,500
1,000
13,404
2,500
5,00u

76,080

Number of Male Teach-
ers employed in Summer.
Number of Male Teach-

Illllllllllll

—

Winter

mn

ers employed

] |

—
e
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LINCOLN COUNTY—CoxcLuDED.

i@ = ° % . ol ] -

18,3 = F = 1 Not less than > 2 ° 2

= =13 — E] 3 S 5 g _ pe] w g S

S 2Dy BRE B | . |3 80 ets. foreach| da | 3 =8 5 & ° .

2z/38l5% S g 3 g 7 ¢ ™ d = 2 ER 3 .8 3 r

SHRIFEIZSZ ME ud B E| - inbabitant, |2 E% | ™ £3 EEN <4

EEEZRS |L8EieTee| 3 SIS |3 |22 |8%3 &g 2R

oL | D> o - * = 2 - = - 5

TOWNS. Teizfe |Pgllhpiizy BE 23 (8% |7 | ED g, B3 [3Esi|zd|E=S
=32 2 g 3.2 = ] = D .
S3ii3(®s (Semiemce) 57 8% (5% 02 1cEI3E g3, D3a3 Bzl
PeBl5sapEE|RE2 05| 22 |SE.0E5. 5 82 |25 S35 |32355/88 |55
SZ|s5I53%|343|24355| B |BrE(TE|3s2 25|22 | g2z (2858135 |33¢
N IR T E RPN NEF I S RN F RIS S RS EIR PRI
iz Slaaicmlicmljes] €3 Rz sl wn [ <2 Bol (<faz <3 %Al

Alpa ..... 6 3 11831 ov - - $800 - 317 - - $754 $350 $50 -
Boothbay... ... 15, 3 1 40 0t $4 002 59 2,560 - - 12 261$1,62% -~ - 500 - $450
Bremen....... .o -] 6 1| 35 00| 4 852 55 640 - - i 98 411 - 1,050 84 - 159
Bristol. .... eeeveeeeees] 200 5 9l 37 500 4 003 50| 2400 $66] - |2 13 - - - 1,000 - | 1,200
Damariscotta....... “ee 8 3] ~ |41 000 4 813 25 L,065 - - (2 40 147 - 1,262 1,500, = 150
Dresden oo vuveaue “eeen 9 5 20 28 TH| 4 17{2 45 1,000 310 - 3 71;3 360 - 1,121 20 - 161

Edgecomb....ovoeuevunn 4 2 = | 3200 3 162 6y 847 - - - - - - - - -
Jofferson. .. oeee vaee enoe| 19 5 - 28 75| 3 75314 W 1,843 334 - |2 83 881 - 1,908 131 - 120

Newcastlo voeees cuneoans| 12 8 - 31 00f 3 752 50 1,383 - - |2387 61y - 2,022 - - -
Nobleborough ..........| 12 2 - [ 30 00| 3 253 00 920 - - (212 600 - 1,635 50 - 125
Somerville s eove veueonen 6 7 - - 4 502 0V 400 - $30[1 50 - - - - - 36
Southport......... caree 4 5 2 - 6 602 72 548 - - |2 02 351 - 901 - - 240

Waldoborough.. .... .... 28 5 2 34 00| 4 253 50 3,350 8 - |377 Laos| - 5,274 - - -
Westport .oveeve vevevnns 4 1 11 48 73] 5 152 A4 560 2 - 1215 368 - 934 - - 184
Whitefield eovee veerveo. 18] 11 - 28 00] 2 76|l 76 1,600 200 - 280 188 - 2,300 50 - 200

Wiscasset .. voes vassses. | No | Retiurn. - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Monhegan Isle pl....... No | Return. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
et Tl 120 34 290 4 2212 7 19,9061 790 80l2 52 6,870 - 19,160 3,881 50' 3,016

wouey, fuel, board, &e.
Amount paid for schuol
supervision.

Amount raised to pro-
long public sehools, in
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OXFORD COUNTY.

¥3

-
- 3 : . |3 3
o2d | E | & | B % (53433 g 2 |3 =&
$§8| = 52 |3 S5 |8 |8 |sE8=22%2 |« S |2 oS
2¢>| 8. | ®% | % 53 1 2g |5 |R3EPECE D I3 12 ; o
g5 | 52 | B | Es | BES | @% 12 12RgSsgE B 2el3 12 2 | 2=
TOWNS. 2oy | B3 g R 23 ag |25 (S ToMomaz |4 SEIg S8 | £
- ZEE| P35 | 28 | P23 | 2y | < |%3|P35PE0e |k w3l LA o > g
a =2 g = 23 CH | FoIRE R DL =0 O.QQ.... D _s =2
QS: 55 &8 ;l’l: 8,,,“’ ss = 25'° gE‘UH AR Pt 8 5
G oy S et 2 et @ 3 5] 2= s
23| €8 | Ea | 585 | g2 |Sz2 [8E|<dS=BLE 5215812 .12 8 83
swd | 8% Sw | B3 Sw |E8 |g8——|— 588555 84|82] 3% 23
ZEd| ma | <8 | B2x | <8 |md mEw 4w dizgzEzia2z3. S8 IO
Albany «.oieiiiiiee oen 252 130 93 191 154 226 .49 8 10, - 10, K 1 $625| $3,000
Andover ....cveieeanse 278 135 120, 197 153 237 498 1{8 3 7 - 6 4 - - 3,000
Bethel.....covvveaeens. Ty 232 215 376 326, - 55|17 18 4| 30, 32| 27 15 1 500 -
Browafield .... 484 No Return - - - - - ~ - - -] -1 - - -
Buckfield .. ... .er 494 295 244 280 247 - .50(9 9 13 3 12 1 - - 2,000
Byron ......u.e . i 25 19 58 50 €3, .44|8 9 6 - 2l - - - 250
Canton ..o venenes cenen 314 200 140 240 180 260 518 10 100 - 9 4 1 3,000 7,000
Denmark ..vovvvvennnsn 383 218 167 257 218 31 .50)7 59 1 14 - 14 b 1 430 3,540
Dixfield .iovievnvanione 3i H7 105 159 131 - 389 8 9 2 9l - T - - 3,000
Fryeburg ...oovvnvennn. 526 232 231 212 176 347) 398 47 B 16 1] 16 9 - - -
Gilead........ .. 120 50 39 91 66| - 436 49 6 - 6 4| - - 1,500
Grafton...ovevevace e 25 23 9 25 6 - L28(10 38 3 - lnone| - - 50
Greenwood «.oos vvvevuen 382 204 161 216 168 - 437 4; 10 13 - 12 8 - - 1,200
Hanover coiovivvennvnn. hR - - - - - - I8 9 1 3 1 3. none| - - 300
Hartford covveee vannnnn. 3D 185 143 220 187 2201 527 9 5 lil 3, 14 10| - - 4,600
Hebron ..o cvvnvunnan. £3: 131 113 150 1300 -~ .52(10 10 2 5 4 7 6 -~ - 5,000
Hiram, .. 495 266 204 319 243 364 457 410 13 1 15 9 1 400 3,150,
Lovell . 415 199 155 253 220 335) 458 12 13:{ 13 o~ - 5,000
Mason. .. 50 35 22 38 27 43| 4814 14 1 - 1 1 1 465 500
Mexico .... 185 105 w8 133 97 - 4717 9 6 - 5 2 - - 700
NeWry. vees vave caneones 130 106 L] 114 TH 181 548 49 4 6 - 6 - | - - -
NOIWAY o 0evessenoanss 688 307 225 473 3<8 - 448 ‘12 15 - 17 14 - - 11,500
Oxford voooveeeversonn- 590 270 221 318 259 318 ‘MI'I 19 1 10% 2l 11 9 1 5,400 9,050
Pari8eeesvienescannnnes 1,000 514 398 651 5201 680l .4619 110 9 - 19t 5l - - 10,000

Nuwmber of Male Teach-
ers employed in Summer,
Nuwber of Male Teach-

ers employed io Winter.
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Perttieueraencnarsnes 822 185, 156 240 200

| N T S O R Y IO R A |

tr

- 8 2110 3] 100 -} 1 9 - - 4,000
~Porter . ...iiiiiiien e 420 257 194 289 234 300, .519 9 2l 13 20 13 4 - - 2,000
Roxbury ...ovevinnann 52 14 13 32 20 - 40/3 39 6 1 37 2 - - 375
Kuamtord ..o.oo0 ool 48R0 - - - - - - - - - = = < - - -
BEoW il e e eaas 166 1 86 105 TR 136) AT 39 2 8§ - T - - 1,000
Stoneham coves veen aien 156 T4 49 il 56 - 336 415 4 S -~ 5 2 1 400 800
Sumuper.... ... . 440 214 200 233 2000 - 4519 310 31 16| - | 16 B - - -
Sweden ..... . 192 8: 66 122 102) 127 448 410 3 7 - v b - - 3,500
Upton ..ooeveenvnns veen 64 34 27 47 32 59 45|11 LIl 1] 4 1 3 1 - - 500
Waterford..... e eees 455 293 203 330 249 343 508 211 14 3 14 14y - - 9,000
Woodstook . .vvevanene 371 174 160 238 206] 320 497 8 120 1 1Y 4] - - 2,400
Andover N. Surplus pl... 12! No Return. - - - - - - - - = -] - - -
Franklin pl ............ 73 45 38 33 28 - 436 8 2 3 - 3| 3| - - 400
Fryeburg Acad. Gt, pl... 6, No Return. - - - - - - - - -1 - - -
Lincoln pl o.vvnoantnn. 12| No Return. - - - - - - - =l - - - - -
Milwon pl. oovvvianaes. 91 42 31 36 28 54 .33(11 12 22 9 1 - - 300
Riley pl ...... 11 11 11 11 11 - | 100{10 8 1 -0 -1 -1 - - -
11,917 5,047 4,410 6,770 5,417 - 5018 39 31 3450 30! 3270 1750 8 11,2200 93,665
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OXFORD COUNTY—CoNCLUDED,
— - eomee————— _— I
K = [ \
2 |B ] @ ' Iy 3 > 83
2uld = *la a Not less than S 2 ° .S |83
SE8sing 24 ,5 ~ |32l 8 80 cts Frewch g |8 Zo |32 & 19 |3% RS-
332228 SR 54 83| 5 e (3 |EE |2 132 D48 E |pd |33F) G
SHIsT=g93 TiT T o = |3 3 393 5 ‘= 3! 0
TOWNS, oal2=82 |335I8¥ESL S5 (55 sw |3 |fe |2 |S2 |2333/33 (353343
* fc|gg By (F5I (PSR EL 85 |32 5302 E= |z, 185 |2Bgs® 23 |qke 20715,
d-i3cws [BAERLED 92 125 T3 (2 |53 (24132 |2gss|fe(35g|E25| A2
2PRTInE o2 o2l 25 25 55 |5 |SE8| S8 183, |2328 a8 |av8|esn ] e
D=2 X3 P33P 3|P3) 5C |p2esS2gi35| 85 |82 | %22 (32555 |33E|5350| 5%
Caic= 2IES 53'ES 3|3 S 1 = =13 E 3, = —-£3 |3 222 3% |232E|3 > 2
2 H.5 5321255 25502 83 (35085032 3553|523 (3558 55 13525378 52
iz areSi<ad<E| w2 S323582|38| <5 | <2 |S%2 |c33F| <3 |<R&5<28| <2
AlBANY.eet ciereneenaer| 8 2 - |$23 00, $2 381 77 $525 $+ - (203 $369 $36 $390 - - $230; - $36
Audover ...ieeseeen e 6 5 - 26 83 3 63|1 90 630 47 - |2 37 22 21 816 $180)  $30 45 - 30
Bethor vovvveveveeeoaes| 26 5 - 2100 26v250 1,907 - - 114 750 - 2,637 - - - - 100
Browofield. ....cceev...| No | Return. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Buckfield.. ..o vonsveas| 13 3 2027 53 3 222 17 1,196 - -2 42 655 112 1,964 78 10 - - 75
BTON euee cenocnenenes| 3 20— | 2200 3 002 00 19 - - |2 8i 94 21 307 - - 300~ 1?
Canton Lovnveneinn 10 bl 2027 00 2 452 25 1,021 253 - 13 2i 62 - 1,200 123 - 109 125 34
Denwmark ...oo e 16030 < {300 267 83 1,050 3w - 3oe] I3+ - 1.217 109 - 18 20 75
Dixfield .vouvue e o1 - | 26 8T 3132 T2 855 - - - - - - - - - - 11
Fryeburg ...... ... 13 6 - | 2566 330237 1,340, - - - Tl - - - - - - 123
Gilead. +oovvvneneeneae] B 6 < 12800 34T 4 263 - ER N CI Y5 15 43= 9 - 60 46 10
Grafton..oo cvee vovs onen 2 ) - - 9 Iu‘l 3v 83 10 - |3 40 - - 3 - - 12 - -
Greenwood .oveecoeeanes 9 6 - (20000 3 0.)@ 93 i 23 - |1 83 36 27 942 - - 100 - 50
Hanover .. covevevneeee| 2 4 = | 16001 4 002 00 152 5~ 2Ty - 12 - - - - - -
Hartford..oseee seneeaaa| 13] 3] = | 25 12 2 641 77 ™o~ — 3 38] 462 21 1,204 - - 122 187 47
Hebron .cve cvun vene-enal 6 11— | 22000 2852 0 600 200 - {239 324 - - T - 50 25 27
Hiram. coes cene snnnaens] 12 8 1 29 50, 3 581 71 1,500 385 - (2T 665 - 1,547 75 - 99 125 63
Lovell oovvnvwvnonnenone] 11| 8] = | 27 00 3 2301 73 830 - - 205 7. 200 1,830 bV - 251 60 70
RO I 1 - | 3100 30020y 83| - - L T6 7o - 22 -] - 9 - 2
5 I~ | 23 500 3 00l 54 453 92 = [3O0u] 22 - 518 - - 15 - 20
5/ 3 = | 2T ua 323200 3330 = - |25 45 Bul 25 - - 39 30 6
16/ 13] - 4253 480200 250 90 O I F I I 2,95 2af 5000 150 - 112
12] 8 ~ |29 L4 3 75200 1625 200 - |230]  bsuyp - 1.843 47 155 7Y - 2
200 100 - 128670 3050250 2,750 50 - -1 118l - 3,730 - - - 1.3
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Portt covieeneaennes
Porter..... .
Roxbury,...ooeees

Rumford..cievevececan.
PLOW oo viee cnes sansaons
Stovehatn oivevevens nn
Sumner........ esensacs
Bweden ..vevene veeevrnn
Upton .vovevene vaenaven
\\»terfordh...........

Waodstock.. .
Andover N burplua pl .

Fraoklinpl ....... .
Frycburg Acad. Gt. pl
laucoln pl ,
Milton pl..
Riley pl......

] —
e ——d

—

—

7
4
b
6
2,
4
9

No

- 23 00! 3 151 63 46 - - 1231 4€5 59
- | 2543 33001 70 884 - — (2 15 609 100
- | 1300 300l 45 H 0 -~ 2T - -
- I T 1,000 - - - - -
- {262 38l 41 400 60] -~ (2 4u] 23] -
- {22000 % vl 93 33 - 102 1 5% 78
- | 2282 2042 5u 930 - ~ s esw] -
— | 21 00 3 33]167 500 61 - {269 265 12
- - | 335195 00 420 - |31y Ty -
- | 2000, 2751 To] 1,500 480 - |3 29 658 66
- | 3000 37025 900 28 - (243 504 -
turn. - - - - - - - - -
- - 2 7311 3. 143 - - rey 191 -
turn ~- - - - - - - - -
tura - - - - - - - - -
- 12200 300193 200 37 - (2 120 -
- - | 200200 39 - - jzaol - -
26 470 3 041 871 29,4120 2,300 1012 50'12,358" 833

1,118
1,158
223

567
273
1,2:6]
929
243
1,600
1,135
164

318
60

33,811

44
204

30
3
100

_‘)00
250

50

3,216

- 291 922 47
- 125 - 46
- 2~ 9 5
- 25 : -Iﬁ
- 8 - 16
- - - bi
- 150 50 33
- 15 - -

- 150 50 8«
- Ty - 23
- L — 5
- 23 - -

- 14 - -

035 2,13:l 739 1,467
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S o s 3 > %0 9= > 80 ER- R Seis% =23 35|55 ] g

283 | ah | <& | mz | <3 |zmB dgw dw diz3z5232E23] 8 =10
AMON vovveieneiineanns 211 - - 109 8 - 371 -9 5 1 4|nope; -~ - T00
Argyle oo i iiia e 110 64 4t 45 37 - 3713 3 4 - 4 4 ~ - 1,500
Bangor cove cevnesnann. 5,362 3,002 2,55 3,267 2,574 3,773 4513 21 2 1 -] 34 30 - 120,000
Bradford... ... Ceceveeen 529 283 214 351 262 304 459 10 15 -~ 4 10 - - 3,975
Bradley ... .. 320 1:9 1 200 1500 - 41[10 13 3 - 4none| - - 1,000
Brewer ...... 1,115 467 39z 585 480 530 3440 12 3 T - Iy 10 - - 23,000
Barlington. .... Ceren 249 145 1is 143 121 - ARILL 49 4 6 I 6 5 - - 2,500
Carmel . .. .ovivinnnan 493 247 205 - 363 320 - HaN i0 1 - } 11 9 - - 4,000
Curroll ... ... oa.... 275) 114 8. 158 w3 - 326 29 1 8 2 6 4 1 $800 2.000
Charteston .......... .. 443 274 200 293 229 3430 4910 21l 10 1 10 & 1 80v 4,500
Chester .......... .. 160, 121 97 11t 80! -~ BalT 44 5 6 - 5 oone - - . 630
Chfton, vvviveroensnn. 142 33 2, 121 891 124 443 13 3] 5 - 5 5 - - © 2,200
Corinna voovvensvnns oun. 537 334 28 402 338 - BT 29 o1l 160 12| - - 8,000
LCorinth ..o iil. L bub, 293 234 369 314 - 5416 410 17 1 Iy 12/ - - 5,000
Dexter..ooe venevresvnns 916 497 273 517 301 - 3112 10 2] 11 1 14 T - - 15,709
Dixmont..ovovevian ..., 487 290 243 RET 314 - 6410 12 I3 2 13 9 - - 3,800
Eudington.. ..o vuan ..., 242 115 10} 175 139, - 5219 2111 N - 7 6 - - 3.923
Edinburg ............. 23 18 14 - - 24| 64|16 - 2 - 2l - 1 200 1,600
Eofield ... oov0ivaniae. 223 146 120, 131 105 17¢| 50,10 9 N - 7 2 1 600 1,200
Etoa.ooiveiaiiiiannnas AT 187 13: 212 1144 - 410 10 i - 8 5 - - 2,400
Exter .ooveiennecenannn. 473 260 19 33t 262 380 489 2011 3 13 1 13 9 - - 2,644,
Garland. ... . 421 226 172 228 204 322 45 311 10 3 1o 8 - - 6,000
Glenburn ...... 265 149 125 187 175 19t] .57 0 9 3 - T Tl - - 5,000
Greenbush.,.oon ol ..., 29 202 154 125 20 - -8 28 7 - 5 3 - - 3.000
Greenficld voeeee vinenns 250) 150, 104l 109 85l - | 4110 13 5l - 4 4 1 100 1,000

Number of Male Teach-
ers employed in Sumwer
ers employed in Winter,

l Nuwber of Male Teach-
W W
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Hampden ..eceevave e 1,018 526 483 776 703} 823} 589 12 | 19] - 18 8! - - 10,500 - 15
Hormon....ceeevnennas 601 314 251 379 318 825 .4738 3 2 W -] B T - - 3.o0u| — 7
Holden .... 291 153 123 235 1660~ 4038 ] 3 8 - 8T - - 3,00] - 1
Howland . LY 12 ] 21 19, - 3338 8 4 - 4 1 - - vy - =
Tudson ..o ven cenc ennn 264 163 126 172 130 - | .48 = - o~ 6l 4 - - - -] 4
I\enduskeu.g Cevorsaanas 255 120 83 21 140] 2200 448 17 4 1 - 3 2 - - 2,500 - 1
Kiogman .. ... " ieserens 131 81 68 81 60 90| 5012 3i10 2 z 2, - - T - 1
Lagrange .. ..covvercnns 254 150 102 123 91 181 58 i1 13 4 4 - 4 2 I 900 2,000 -~ 1
Lee ..ol ceiiiiarannaas 370 262 211 25) 2091 32 .57;7 510 8 1 o9 1 - - 5000 - 4
Levant.. 411 201 152 293 239 - | 448 412 20 10 3 1] o - - 2R50] - 5
1000101 vn vevn vernnen 626 380 305 318 201 4149 48 bl 1l 107 - 9 5 1 800; 5,70 1 3
Lowell..... ... 173 128 98 62 420 136 4111 9 3 8 - 6 uone\ ] 450 500] - 1
Muttawamkeag ... ... 113 5 55 m 4 - 34} 1213 3| - 1 1 - - Lo - 1
Maxfield...... cecsvanes 62 43 40 - - - RERP |- 3 -] 8 v - - 500} - | -
Milford ... .ovveinnan, 310 190 140 208 187 - 5312 12 4 - 4 4 - - 6,00u] - 2
Mouant Chase.....c.. ...t 115 105 80 - - - | e 2l - 5 - 30y 800,  1,100] -] -
Newburg...... 337 209 151 247 193 - 519 311 1 10 20 1o Bl - - - - 3
Newport... .. . 477 329 243 375 2382 445 BH6i8 0 9 21 1n 5 - - 4,000 - 4
Oidtown ... 1,317 Tl> 517 813 631 - | 449 310 & - 1l 5 % 03,3000 8000 1 4
Orono..... 986 448 3382 334 313, 640 3615 28 1 b -~ Il 9 ] 500, 14,000 1 5
Orrington .. cenan 630 327 262 (511)7 440 - 567 10 v - 13 11 - - 30000 - 4
Passmiumheag ceenens 91 87 63: 100 66 - 012 200 30 4 - 4 1 - - 26| - -
Patten .. ceeeeaanas 291 181 145 173 137 200 488 510 1 6 - 6 1 - - Looe| - -
Plymnuth .......... 300 197 T4y 247 04 - b7 8 J 3l 9 - 9] 4 - - - - 6
Prentiss.... 182! No Return. - - - - - - B T P A - - - - -
Springfield. .. . 335 189 131 186 141 295 A4L7 3:3 2 6 4 6 4 - - 4.900f - 4
Stetson ci.v ave e 3 181 163 234 197 - JL5I0 1 2 LI B B 7 1 7 o= - 5,000 - 3
Veazie..... . . .. 279 119 100 160 115 3815 12 1 - 3 2 - - - - 1
Winnoiievevennennanes 233 16t 106 127 94 130 409 410 4 2 4 4 - - 1,200 - 1
Drow pl evveeenaenvnns 33 24 22 5 5 33 4011 10 3 - 2 1l - - 0] 1! -
Medway pl.... vee 206! No Return - - - - - - - = - - - - - - -
Pattagumpus ple........ 431 No | Return. - - - - - - [ R N - - - -
Webstor plo.oooeaaianes 22 19 1 - - 190 .86 - 2 4 2 - 1 1 - - 100 ~ -
Woodville pl . cee 62 - - - - - - ‘ - - 5 - 21 - - - - - -
No 2, Grand F:tlls pl 39 - - - - - - - - 1 92 - - - - - N
Jodspendence plue.o,... 135! No Return - - ‘ - - - [ -] =1 - = - - -
Lakeville pl..coeass ..., 48 26 24 18 B - .\)8}‘1 i0 2 - 2l 2 ] 520, 9| - 1
25,9110 13,9270 10,927 15,897 12,450{ - .49.10 10 5} 4031 31| 443} 287 13 9,970 326,651{ 15 171
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PENOBSCOT COUNTY—CoXcCLUDED.
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$:|32158 |wg =% (2% 2 iuhabitant. |3 £ | & 23 Y a =g
=3=23E sEEsielcE 3 SlER g |83 553l ss |23
H =13 N - D - - |
rowns. 3713785 |Bi2E5il3s §2 (3% 23 % |82, |%5 REif|zd lEcs
Soi8ciss |[BELBALES) =2 1535 [TE B |58 |22 82 |Egoz| R0 wxgs
P MO |3 |oB ool wg fo 20 e eS| o8 BS oS8l o o5
D 2R e 0T s Mg |NE| B2 g, 82gl2n| B8 |82 | 80w 988 £ agg
55|55 |2535(2a5|228|22| 2o |[BRE|==Ei2s| 3 3 — 8330 5.5| 3% (2328
AR B R kol 29 |82 neB123/ 23 |04 | 2288 SR=-E| 2218283
cH28 523 R|=88|2| ES |Rgn|¥anB49Es |88 2048 |8 7sx| 85 |8382
Zijdszwi|tHotH|Te| <5 |[FILAESCL | <L (<8 |32 [<ESE| <3 |<&E
AROD..oivreinevinnannn 4 1 - I$31 00y $2 97)2 3% $524) $105 - 12 48, $333 $33 $128 - - $80
Argylo ceciiiiivnnnnaas| 31 = 30 001 3 502 &t Qoo o]~ {8 19 15:f -~ 448 - - 26
Bangor...ceeeeennnnnnn 65 66 2056 T3 9 30)3 5] 27,000[14,365 - |6 90| 1,86 - 34.273 $1,30i - | 7,763
Bradford....coeveeaeee.| 11 10 - 31 200 3 471 9 1,200 1 - |2 27 T8 86 1,911 24¢ - 235
Bradley.. cees 4 1 - 40 00 4 8|2 T 825 131 - |2 81 419 4% 674 - - 156,
Brewer .. cees . 16] 11 1) 41 60 4 3%|¢ 37 2,600 20 - (2 33 1,463 53 4,000 104 - Tou
Burlington ......... veer| B2 = | 30 00 4 60237 a4l - - |1 33 32 258 - - - -
Carmel v.oovvveuven.ond| 11 6] < | 30 00| 4 &2 51 1,100 200 - (230 6e8 9 1,338 5 - 95
Cartoll e venevnnevnn. 5/ 1 < | 2300 3 25|t 47 S0l 1ab| = (2 49 343 T - 4 - ()
Charleston . ... 10 4 - 25 50] 3 1T+ 1,000 51 - 2% 14 1i9 1,459 21 - 130/
Chester ... ... 6 6 2 - 4 1T 63 500 220 - 13 28 1InG 34 550 2 - 57
Clifton, cove vovnvenn oen 2 4 - 35000 3 411 5 350 T - 1250 13x% 150 497 1 - 40
Corinn® .ovvvunneeesnans] 130 11 - 28 00f 3 13(2 01 1,300 - - 3% T o 1,860 - - -
Corinth.e.sveneveannaes| 18] 13 - 25 007 3 U2 L17e - - 12 31 682 63 1,952 35: - 270
Doxter...ccvescanns oo 16 14 1 37 33 3 Tei2 7 2,500 - - |2 65 1,33 147 - - - -
Dixmonte.oiaviiaenua.| 11 5 - 33 00 3521 1,100 52 -~ 12 28 (13 155 22 35 - 210
Eidington.e.ceevvenon.. 5 4 - | 36 67| 3 832 O 601 143 -~ (248 34 - - 5 - 95
Fdinburg. ..ovvveennenn 2 - - - 3 802 0 75 20 - |13 00 3 50 110 - - 12
Enfield .ooviineconnenn. 7 3 - 3500 3 TH1 Y 450 10 - {201 vy 36 685 - $8 50
Etoa .. .. . ki 2 - 26 000 3 421 7 800 - - 284 - - - - - 140
Exeter ..... 12 2 - 29 43; 2 872 ¢ 1,400 262 - 12 96 €53 156 2,247 - - 300
Garland . 1o bl - 33 25 472 ¢ 1,050 2 - 12 49, 157 92 1,674 30 - 159
Glenburn .. ... veeeeneed] T B - | 3150 3 o002 600 21 - (22 29 180 1,007 - - 210
Greenbush ,...0v0u0eun. 4 1 - 40 00, 4 7012 2 497 - - |1 715 40 30 561 - - -
Qreeafield.. voouvuveanns 1 1 - 14000l 3502 %0 550 - - 1283 28l 381 325 - - 25

Amount raised to pro-
Jong publie schools, in
money, fuel, board, &e.
Amount paid for school
supervision.
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2,500
1,000
800
150
530
620
300
450
68
1,228
1,250
354
3010
200
80
300
1,250
1,254
4,100
2,400
1,430
200
T00
753
710
750
650
5Tt
260
5
160
66
150

76,832

46 - 12 45] 1,37¢ - 3.349 - - - - 20
220 o~ |1 W - - - - - - - 51
- - |2 7t 383 2 - - - - - 28
- - 35y - - - - - 12l - -
- - |2 382 1i3 - - - - 30
4 - 2 uS 367 5 1,194 - - 131 - 23
- - 2 29 65 314 47 - b1 — 21
- - 8Ol T0R &34 - - 104] - 13
. ~ |2 8] 4R”5 6 1,25 500, - 275 106 5
300 - 127 61! 85 1,849 75 - 16~ 301 52
g6, = |2 0w 2470 193 1.8¢¢ Suu| - 588 - T
- - 12 0% 6l 11y 59¢ - - 40 - 28
- - |2 08 4 4% 430 15 - - - 3
40 - 32 21 - 171 150 - 10 - 5
- - |26~ 103 - - - - 1000 -~ 40
- - {26 265 ¢ 360 -~ - 15 - 2
356 - - 124 - 1.5 200 - 175 - 25
280 - {2 62 626 144 2,166 - - 225 36 5
844 - {3 04 1,656 - 5,58% - - 530 - 150
- - - 850 6 3,021 100 50 350 - (3]
6 - 122 165 4] 86 - - 140 - 6
100 - 1345 373 6 923 - - 115 - 30
- - |2 51 470 - 99y - - 60 - 30
& - 21 439 76 1,137 360 - 195 'Y 43
- - 1235 431 162 1,374 - - 0 45t 37
2 - 1233 250 - - - - 169 - 25
- - |2 26 295 b6 794 - - 92 - 53
142 - |6 06 50 19 225 - - - - -
23 - - 44 - 131 10, - 15 - -
-~ 1001 61 - - 179 - - - - -
- - |1 71 83 - - - - - - -
40, - 312 - 138 - - - - 5
18,507  100(2 72[22,178] 4,417 86,6¢0 4,674 58 14,508 973 3,408
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PISCATAQUIS COUNTY.
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Abbotis.sen vare cnnnonns 265 123 109 181 142) 205 478 12 8| 3 7 5 - - $2,500, - 2
Atkinson .. ... Cereeeees 347 195 152 279 2l - 529 89 5 10p 1 1op & - - 3,000 - 2
Barnard . ....ooeeieene 50 50 40 - - - | .82 - 3 - i -] - - - - -
Blanchard.esceevenoene 76 41 30 52 43 62 .47142 112 1 - 1 1 - - 800/ -~ 1
Brownville............. 343 155 101 20 151 2310 .378 38 8 1 97 4 1 $3,5000 4,900 - 2
Dover...... 684 415 304 481 396/ - | 519 410 4] 14 2 1e] 1y - - 8,000 ~ 5
Foxcroft... 440 500 160 270 2000 - | 457 9 10 -1 100 7 - - 1 8,500 - 1
Guilford........ . 290 160 125 187 B8] - | 457 310 8 -| 8 92 - - 1,500, - 2
Greenville ..... ... 154 99 95 83 64 - 1 .519 212 4 - 4 1 - - 2,000 - 1
i{mgsbury. ........ . 1-2 él é.\ 65 Y .66‘7 10 4 - 2 none| - - 250, -~ 1
Tedford.. e vuus ceenannn 117 73 70 90 81l 108 646 48 5| -1 4 3 - - 2,000, - | -
Monson.. . 236 104 80 120 950 195 .37y 10 of =1 T ¢ - - 1,200 - 3
Milo .. ... 367 212 158 231 187 28 479 211 3| 9o ~| 8 3 - - 2,300 - 3
grn'e(ville gzg 138 120 245 200 - | .58 410 s| 9 6 ¢ - - Z N
arkmnan. .. cove veenaene 9 - - - - - -1 - - 14 115 1+ - - 5,200, - 5
Sangerville, ... covesenn 426 268 196 307 286 - | .5519 2110 2 9 3] o & - - 3400, - 3
S;:]bec .................. 367 175 140 240 195 230] .46 10 ol 1| 9 9 - - 6,000 - 2
BhITleY vvvvrn anseens 87 - - - - I S 12 Y1) 30 - 3 1 - - 4000 - 1
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i 1,000 4
Wiltiamsburg. .. ...o...- 8i 18 15 60, 43 - 35,5 10 3 3 - 3none; - - 2501E SR |
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COMMON SCHOOLS.

SAGADAHOC COUNTY.
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SUMMARY.

COUNTIES.

No. of children belong-
ing in county between
theages of 4 and 21 years

Androsenggil cveeee siee iien i vann
Aroostook. .. ..
Cumberland «ovvveviins oo ieeninns
Feanvklin.oooin i iveniinnann
Tk o vuee vine s sntiieinnn aaes
Kenunebec.........
Kuoxe ooivienons
Lincoln..o.vvnvnns
Gxford. ... ..
Penoheeot ...
Prseutaquis coooveen ot
Sagadaboe ..
Sumerset ., ..
Waldo ..., ...
Washington.... ..
York.ioonoaen

13,61¢
13,222
26,83
6,324
14,033
16,735
14,187
9,084
11,917
25,911
5,320
6,868
12,322
12,647
18,3649
20,615

223,179

, R 2 E | 334 Suk s
= £4 s e “ £ |=233|2828 | g o
? c3 i 4 E5 |8 | BEE|W3E 5 ||
23 | 2% $4 | B3 2ilg (228 S3E|F |3 |23
v E . %0 3 g2 T2 le. | S5l How (T B L
&R 23 e4 2. S| X3 | FE2 8358 B k3 5
[ © 3 w2 o 3 e ¥ gg gg= s =, P w5
23 &2 23 g2 | 2z |83 <af |<ET |22 |22 Z£3
58 ) 5.8 c= S2. ik = | 8k 2
Z 2 <E gZ <2 | 22|85 0w wod 23 |nE |23
6.328 5,091 7,012 6.030| - 4810 211 5 111 19 200
6312 4,581 4,685 3,644 - Al 4110 3| 283 300 184
13,282 1041y 14,449 11,536 - 4410 211 90 293 18] 325
2,978 2,335 3,790 3,101 - 528 119 2 209 33 194
7.959 6.537 8,811 7,135 .50(10 1|9 4l 273 18] 268
9,314 7,615 10,075 8,245 - 5219 3|10 4 346 16 370
5,529 4,476 7,093 6,047 - 69|10 419 4 133 12 146
4,665 3,715 5,416 4,416 - 4409 4110 1183 8| 180
5,647 4,410 6,770 5,4%7 - .B018 39 3 345 30 327
13,927 10,927 15,817 12,450 - 49010 10 b 403 31t 443
2,647 2.035 3,307 3,703 - 5113 3110 1 147 16 139
3,911 3,246 4,215 3,378 - 4800 5(i2 1 96 1| 115
6.805 5,253 7,917 6.273 - 528 5[0 4 315 43| 33y
6,825 5,276 7,108 5,754 518 4[9 4 24t 29 957
9,408 8,0:2 9,481 7601 — 49110 411 9 227 910 255
10,722 8,53% 11,078 8,753, - .44{2 210 3l 324 221 34l
116,750 92,526 128,134 103 548 - 4919 4110 30 3,967 347! 4,083
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SUMMARY—(C/ONTINUED.
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g g2 32128 35 3, 0ae |2, |8 g, g
S < by S 8288182 (58 =2 [ g g
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s = ° o5 o2 ® o FEREE » 5 Conms | B3 o B S
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- e = 33 AR AR - P Ew O c
I W B R =3 . - = = D = o wn BE. o P2 a ® L= @ = - o
@ S = “ = D] SR LB o o (2B WDg 0 U g &0 3 R
£.023 s 882 153|221 |2 |253| 58 | £53 | £23 ERe
58, 5% 2 =2 |52 5w  s5|sF 525 2522353 | B g3
Z5 &3 o Hed |4mo |48 A3 |Ho [Gan| <k |<Ho | <3 <
Androseoggin.ioeee vien e i anns 145 & $13,013 & 94 211 156 47! $18 43 $3 96/ $3 50 $17,331
AroostooKe o ovs vivt vins sensannnaans 94 20 9,910 16 6l 217 95 4 23 56 3 43 1 89 19,312
Cumberland...ocvvevivs ciieiinaen, 206 5 28,750 685,360 1¢ 170 374 234 1 37 70 4 42 2 72 115,583
Franklitt o veee cvne coes cienvnnnnees 100 3 1,859 62,472 ] .87 148 90 26 24 81 3 02 171 13,359
Hanewek .ovvasvnn s sesi e aens 173 19 19,175 152,960 13 153 265 120 33 33 18 3 93 2 39 32,021
Kenvebee..oovsviurvinniennvnens 201 2 14,500 247,970 G 152; 332 211 12 34 20 4 08 2 45 58,165
LT3 N 9 6 13,125 134,309 5 760 176 91 13 40 13 4 24 2 65 28,273
Lincoln .o vvetiiii i iieniiieaann 93 - - 76,080 1 9T 166 71 12 34 29 4 22 271 19,906
Oxford..oe it it cineiirsvoenanns 175 8 11,220 98,663 3 1830 3u6 148 5 26 47 3 0t 1 87 29,41¢
Penubsrot., oo viiniiii i e 287 13 9,970 316,601 15 171 478 302 20 37 24 3 97 2 29 76,832
Plscataquis...o vves vovr cvennennvnns 84 1 3,500 53,200 - 39 135 103 5 32 52 3 58 2 02 13,528
Sarndabhoc, .ot vere cieevenn veinanns 70 1 575 101,885 7 66 123 70 6 36 42 4 04 271 <28,707
SOMBTSEt .0 vevr cvvsvvessenscannnnnse 163 11 5,820 121,240 3 123 303 21 19 27 98 3 54 188 28,123
Waldo oo eivinndaneanen Seresesssenn 140 4 1.690 120,200 2 163 250 103 18 30 68 2 94 2 12 28,854 |
Washington ..oveenvann ., PRI 154 13 10,072 177,975 21 98, 264 138 50/ 41 59 4 16 2 49 20,840
B ] 216 8 10,525 254,935 20 I'HE 318 184 5 34 19 411 2 64 62,312
2,397 122 153,695 2,939,236 140! 1,901} 4,004 2,327 284 34 28 379 23 625,618
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SUMMARY—CoNCLUDED.

=]
Not less than 80 g I -
cents for each =S S =2 R
inhabitant. 5 S = E3 TEZ
& P 3 88 | £3932
COUNTIES. °eg |2 3 E g = g sEL 2
S = © = 3 [ 3w 53 ‘@O
] =23 8 h= S 2 S o £232
Sy EFy 8s | 82 | 288 834 |BEs:
# =k - rE g3 5o = —s3 =.2§,E
o3 [ge2] 82| f2 | £5 | 3EE DEES
iz S8x <3 <& <2 | B%% |<=2%E
ADAroSeoggin ce.evs vees veesvnen s $13,038 - | $308  $12.51¢l  SUI30 $60,664]  $1,433
ATOOSEO0K o 1 vve avee eeen ann eenones 1,511 - 212 12,2100 2,582 96,753 1,188
Cumberland . ...... cesetesssarsanes 53,946 - 3 02 34,845 1,550 132,655 2,521
Franklin eeeees vons eere cnne vneecnns 204 $40| 2 56 5,087 696 18,066 9,855
Hancock .vvven e 3,392 - 2 30 13,591 1,645 33,9381 1,606
Kennebec o covevennnnnn 16,924 - 318 18,071 441 67,848 8,334
. 4,225 10 2 66 11,304 33! 42,041 2,018
790 8ol 952 6.870] - 19,160 3.881
2,800 10 2 56 12,358 833 33,811 3,246
Penobscot.cove cove caneninnanan e 18,507 100, 2 73 22,17% 4,417 86,660 4,074
PisCatAqUIS.ens cane eer cenn meananns 1,950, - 2 59 6,13¢ 712 13,444 1,356
SagadahoC.v..evenn .. 13,660 - 3 38 6,806 109 34,640 2,459
Somerset .. 733 - 2 22 14,356 1,676 31,686 4,219
Waldo ...... 1,481 71 2 63 11,278 10 35,570 1,682
Washington «....... eeeaee 8,347 - 2 52 20,977 1,881 60,851 3,383
YorKeeoiieoensvensveannoneneenanns 8,635 - 2 92 20,684 110 79,001 8,059
150,193 240/ 2 69 229,2721 17,409 784,731 52,869

! Amount paid for same
l out of the State.

“*s
—
-1
<

58

300
43
13
530
4,535

11,249

i pended four repairs, fuel,
insurance, &ec.

| Amount of money ex-

|

3
—_—
Lam
X
<1

| Amount raised to pro-
lopg publie schools, in
money, fuel, board, &e.

1,866
12,687

| Amount paid for school

e i supervision.
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b4 COMMON SCIOOLS.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT.

1873. 1863. 1872.
Whole number of scholars between four and

EWEDEY-0B8 wvvviien ceue caee cene cnnsanns 225,179 234,775 226,751
Number regirtercd in Summer Schools....... 116,750 141,168 118,222
Average attendavce.. 92,526 99,360 92,750
Number registered in Winter Schools.... ... 128,134 150,247 126,311
Average sttendance... .. ....ieviinn ., 103,548 130,359 102,443
Per ceutage of nverage attendance to whole

DUMDET +ev e vvas vnes ven cennannn aansanns .49 .49 49
Average length of Summor Schools in weeks

and days, 55 days per week.. . ..o ouunaun, 9w. 4d. | 10w, 3d. | 9w. 2d.
Average lengih of Winter Schools in weeks

and days, 53 days per weeK.. ... evenuann 10w. 3d. | 10w. 9d. | 10w.
Average lenvth of schools for the yenr. 20w, 2d. | 2lw.  2d. | 19w. 2d.
Nuwber of districts. ceeens 3,967 4,059 3,861
Nuwmber of purts of districts.... ... 347 401 310
Nuwber of School Houses. . 4,083 3,827 3,868
Number of School Houses in gond condmon 2,397 Jieeeannnonnn 2,279
Number of School Houses built last year..... 122 75 121
Cost of the same.. ..o vir. vivevnnn eunn $153,695 $77,003 $131,799
Estimated value of all School Property ...... 2,939,236 |..ovuninnnn 2,644,264
Nuuwber of Male Teachers employed in Sum-|

IDET ot viutven auetnens vone vennaans 140 116 145
Number of Male Teachers employed in W mter 1,004 2,203 1,870
Nuwber of Fewmuale Teachers ewployed in

SURIDOE vt een ceet v ciet iven saas aens 4,094 4,059 3,959
Nuwber of Female Teachers employed in

38 1Y 7 R 2,327 1,812 2,213
Nuomber of Teachers graduutes of Normal

BeNOOIS . v us vees it vaatiin chee i e 281 [iieiviiieenn 270
Average wages of Male Teachers per month,

exuludmg TR S s A N $34 28 $24 10 $33 17
Average wages of Female Teachers per week, :

excluding board.... ... ... .o Ll 379 194 3 60
Average cost of Teachers’ board per week.. . 2 31 146 2 32
Amount of school money voted...... .... veee 625,618 416,631 717,719
Excess above amount required by law........ 149,953 39,171 232,406
Amount raised per seholar.......oov v out. 2 69 176 2 87
Total amount received from State Treasury

from April |, 1872, to April 1, 1873....... 229,272 |overannn annn 15,5637
Amount denved from local funds.. .. .... 17,409 15,075 14,408
Total amount actually expended for pubhe

schools from April 1, 1872, to April 1, 1873 784,731 (..., ..., derieeeranes
Amouat paid for tuition io private schools,

academies or colleges in the State......... 52,869 ts eensas 55,425
Amount paid for the same out of the State... 11,249 j.oevvinonnn 7,995
Amount exponded for repairs, fuel, iusura,nce,

&e.. R 93,897 43,181 76,841
Amr)unt. e:«pended to prolong echools ........ 17,687 9,136 13,164
Awmount paid for school supervision ......... 25,943 12,710 24,139
Per centage of average attendauce tu scholars

registered voue e voie it tiii i caes v 18 .80
Per centage of average attendance to Summer

Behools covnviee i i i i e e I 4 T 18
Per centage of average attendance to Winter

Behools . ie it cei et veee e e .81 cev e .81
Aggregate '\mount, expended for Schools. ceeo| $1,147,242 |, i.. ... $998.686
Amount of Schuol Fund ... ovvr vhut e 319,273 161,250 312,975




APPENDIX.

COMPARATIVE TABLE.

——" p; A e
1873. 1872. Increase.
Whole number of scholars between four and

EWEDEY-ONE tieen iiet vae tentaein aiae aaas 225,179 226,751 | dec. 1,573
Nuamber lemstered in \ummer Schools. .. .... 116,750 118,222 | dee. 1,473
Average aueudauce ...................... 92,526 92,750 | dec. 224
Namber registered in Winter Schools........ 128,134 126,311 1,893
Average ﬂttbndducc . 103,548 102,443 1,105
Per centnre of merage sttendance to whole

puwber . .. 49 49 . .o
Average length of Summer Sc}‘ools in weeks

and days, 5} days per week...... ........ 9w. 4d. | Iw 2d. 2d.
Average Iengv,h of Winter Schools in weeks

and days, 5} days per week ... .. viun iann 10w. 3d. | 10w. 3d.
Average length of schouls for the year... ... 20w, 2d. | 19w. 2d lw.
Number of distriets oo oivsaes. 3,967 3,861 166
Number of parts of districts 347 310 37
Number of School Honses.. ... 4,083 3,868 216
Number of Fchool Houses in gncd oondmon 2,397 2,279 118
Number of School Houses built last year..... 122 121 1
Cost 0f the SAme. . covr cer e vien mene cans $153,695 $131,799 $21,896
Number of Male Teachers employed in Sum-

IOCT teetvnne ir taee same bassbae e et 140 145 | dee. 3
Number ¢f Male Teacbers employed in Winter 1,904 1,870 34
Number of Fewmale Teachers employed in

Sammer . 4,094 3,959 135
Number of Fewale Tcachers employed in

Winter .ove i i e iien e e e 2,327 2,213 114
Average wages of Male Teachers per month,

excluding board .... ..ol iiie i e $34 28 $33 17 $1 11
Average wages of Female Teachers per week,

exolm‘uw board. ... ...l 379 3 60 19
Average cost of Teachers’ board per week.... 2 31 2 32 | dec. .01
Amount of school money voted...... oo uusn 625,618 717,719 | die $92,101
Amount raised per seholar. ... cvvvvees oot 2 69 2 87 | dec .18
Amount drawn from State fund............. 229,272 15,537 $113,735
Amount drawn from loeal funds. . eov cverane. 17,409 14,408 3,001
Total awmceunt actuslly expended for public

sohools from April 1, 1872, to April 1, 1873. 784,731 991,607 |.vnvennann.
Amount paid for tuition in private schools,

acadeties or colleges in the State......... 52,869 55,425 | deec. 2,558
Amount paid for the same out of the State. 11,249 7,995 3,254
Amount expended for repairs, fael, msuranco,

2 93,897 76,841 17,056
Amount experded to prelong schools ........ 12,687 13,164 | dec. 477
Amount pud for school supervision ......... 25,943 24,139 1,804
Aggregaie amount paid for schools.......... 975,047 991,607

dec. 16,560
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ABSTRACTS

Froyu Reports oF ScrooL CoMMITTEES RETURNED TO THE STATE SUPER-

ixtENDENT oF ComyoN Scmoors, 1873.

The following selections have been made from the various
Annual Reports of School Officers, exhibiting both the well-
defined opinions of the educators of our State and the practical
operations and results secured in the actual work of the school-
room.

CITY OF BATH.

This repert is made in behalf of the School Committee, and constitutes their Annual
Report to the City, of the conditions, wants and prospects of the public schools. It has

been the custom for several years, for the Superintendent to write this report, because he ’

is supposed to be more familiar with the condition of the scheols, than the other
members of the Committee. When not out of the city, ho meets the teachers once a
week at the regular Teacher’s Meeting, cn Thursday evening, and visits more or less of
the schools every week, when they are in session. During the vacations, there is much
to be done in making alterations, improvements and repairs in the school houses, and in
preparation for the ensuing term,

It is my purpose in this report, to call the attention of the Mayor and City Council,
and throixgh them the citizens of Bath, to such matters as are deemed of interest in
promoting the welfare and progress of the public schools. The public schocls constitute
certainly one of the wmost, if not tke most important interest fa the city. Too much care
or interest cannot be given to them or bestowed upon them. Let us cease not to foster
them with all the means in our power.

STATEMENT OF THE EXPENDITURES FOR 1872-1873.

INCOME — ApPropriation....ceveeteive teerorescnsnnnesseaneess $16,500 00
From State Treasurer .o....eces eeeecons cornanennnns oo 4,042 74
Tuition, &Coevevenrsraevan 28 25
Due School Committee.. 541 32

$21,112 31

ExprNpED.—Salaries of Teachers......ooovvvur e vnaein ol $14,703 05
Fuel covevveevennnnenonns teerereeteenneieeeesaienees 1,669 85
Miscellaneous aeercessassseees 2,347 69
School Books. ceesesaeecenesss 1,591 72
Salary of Superintendent.......civiieerieiiannseins coas 800 00

$21.112 31

Comparing these expenditures with those of Iast year, it will be seen that thers is
gome increase. This inorease arose from two causes,

e



APPENDIX. 57

1st, Fuol.—The excess in the consumption of fuel over any previous winter for many
years, is the first cause. The coal was purchased in the same way and at the sawe cost
as the year before, but the consumption in the large houses was much greater on account
of the extreme length and severity of the cold weather. Some of the h.uses which
were furnished with the same amount of coal in the auturn as was heretofore sufficient
for the whole year, had consumed it all before the close of the winter term. The same
can be said of those houses where wood is burned. More than a hundred cords of wood
have been burned the last year, in additicn to the coal. This amount of wood alone was
more than suflicient for all the school houses in the city a few years ago. There isa larger
consumption of fuel now than a few years ago, in proportion to the number of school
houses. People usually keep their houses warmer in the city, and the children require
more heat at the schoolg, and more pains are taken to ventilate the school rooms, which
of ccurse can only be done at the expense of fuel. ’

2d, Teachors’ Wages.—The second cause of the increase of the expenditure the last
year, cver any previous year, is the fact that the wnges of teachors were raised at the
commencement of the present academical year., Not all the teachersreceived an increase
of salary, AIll the teachers in the primary schools and a portion of those in the
grammar schools, received a moderate increase.

It wiil be remembered that I called attention to this matter last year, stating that the
average wages paid to teachers in this Stato are low, lower than in & greaut majority of
the States of the Union. This does not seem quite becoming for the Dirigo State. It
is high time for the State to move forward in this matter, in order to appropriately
retain its motto, [irigo.

Since that time, however, the Governor has called attention to this suhject, in his last
annual message, and made a foreible, and I hope effectual appeal to the Legislature and
people of the State.

The State Superintendent of Common Schools, in Lis iast report, also dwelt earnestly
on the same subject, and has given many interesting facts and figures. Ie states that
the average wages of female teachers in the several counties of Maiue, varies from $2 92
per week, the average paid in Franklin county, the lowest in the State, to $3.93, the
average paid in York county. The average pail in Sagadahoo county, is 83.71. The
cities arv excluded in this statement. The average ﬁuges paid to female teachers in this
city is $6.79 per week. The average paid to male teachers, per month, is $15 83. This
is exclusive of board, in both cases. Though the wagesare not high in either case, yet
they differ very essentially from the average wages in the State, The average given
last year by the State Superintendent for Maine is, for males, per month, $33.17, for
fewales, per month, $14.40. This is a slight increase over the previous year, Maine
still stands the lowest, or very nearly the lowest, of any State in the Union. Some of
the new Western States stand highest. Nevada, for instance, pays to males, $157.41,
and females, $107 28 per month.  California pays to males, $81.33, to females, $62 81
per month. FEach of these States have raised teachers’ wages the last year, very
considerably above the average of the previous year.

Surely these States hold out great inducements to teachers, and we shall not wonder if
they are supplied with the best which the country affords in a few years.

In looking over the annual expenditures since Bath became a city, in 1848, T find that
the expenditures for schools have not increased in proportion to the general expendi-
tures of the city.

In 1848, for Schools and Scheol Houses. ...e veve vevennsesenssees $ 4,641 89
¢ 1850, ¢ € “« Cevtesessseee tens ananaren 6,708 33
¢ 1860, o s “ tesessensaresessacasesess 11,613 23
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The whole expenditure of the city that year, was $70,306.96. Five years later, In
1865, for s-hools, &e, $13,948 12, The whule expenditure had inereased to $341,943 53.
Thus while the expenditure for the schools increased only about $2,400, the general
expenditurcs were over $260,000 more than the expenditures five years before. A larger
amount was expended that year on the streets than in previous years, and this increased
the difference to sume extent. ‘

In 1870, for schools, &ec., $20,804 79. The whele expenditure for the city, $283,-
062.47.  Since 1865, the general expenditures of the city have been gradually
diminishing, while the expenditures for schools and school houses have been nccessarily
increasing. It should also be taken into the account that the city now furnishes school
books for all the children of the city, which was not done in any of the preceeding
years of which we have given the expenditures.

Enough has been said to show that the expenditure for schools since 1830, has not
increased in proportion to tho increase of the general expenditaures, while the cost of
school books is cuvered by the present expenditure.

Bcuoon Books. The present, makes the fifth year since the city began to furnish
echool books for the entire children of the city, For convenience sake it may perhaps
be as well to give here the cost to the city of school books each year.

First JEAr ovvsvenr vonn venn ans eeeeereearan e aeesaneeoieB1,583 52
BeCOnA FOAT .ttt tett tees tiin saon caat et cae bens saneanas 2,795 40
Third Jear ovuuves sivevenevine voeevensvnes teesaseanceseas 1,224 08
Fourth year...o.eoveee i vnn e, Carerareaaresaneeaeneaese 1,674 44
Fifth year..oeeees corevine consconevneeorennnnssnes seasases 1,601 72

At this time we have a larger amount of books on hand than at the close of either of
ihe fvrmer fuancial years. Ii is probable, theicfore, that the expenditure fur ths
coming year will be somewhat less thau the two preceding years. Tt will not, however,
be much reduced, for, as the city increases, more books are required. Some books must
also be constantly kept on hand to supply the immediate and continued demand.

During the past year the city of Lewiston bas adopted the Bath plan of furnishing
school broks. I have also heard that some smaller towns in the eastern part of the State
are doing the same, I have no doubt that within a few years, wore cities and towns
will adopt the course that Bath has, and furnish books to the children, so that the cost
of educaticn will be entirely reduced to ordinary taxation.

From ocur five years’ experience in Bath, we can confidently recommend this plan to
all cities in the State, as the best and cheapest method of providing school bovks. The
towns and plantations will also find it to their advantage to adopt the same plan. The
books can be porchased at low rates and used till worn out.

In looking over the reports of the School Committees of the cities, towns and
plantations of this State, in the State Superintendent’s Report, I find a very general
demand for unifurmity of text books, either State or town uniformity. I suppose all
are in favor of town uniformity. A large number are in favor of State unifurmity, but
chiefly for the sake of bringing about in that, as the most ready way, perfect town
uniformity. It is much to be doubted whether there is any easier or more practical
mode of bringing about town uniformity than the plan adopted in Bath. Unifornity in
the town is perfect of course, for they are purchased and placed in all the schools by
the committee. The chief reason in favor of State uniformity, is tha saving of the
expense of purchasing new school books, to those parents who move from town to town.
This expense will be obviated by the towns furnishing the school books. Parents who
move from & town will leave their school books of course, but have them furnished
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again by the town to which they move. They would suffer no loss, therefore, provided
all the towns in the State furnish school bocks for the schools.

The State Superintendent recommends the ¢ Bath plan” as on the whole the best
solution yet devised of the vexatious questions of *“text books,” ¢ State uniformnity,”
&c. This matter has been before the Legislature for several years, and there seems to
be a tendency toward acquiescing in the plan adopted in this city, I hope it wiil be
adopted throughout our State.

IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE AT Scmoon. This is a continued source of trouble in cities
and places where the prpulation is more dense. It will doubtless be in tho future as in
the past, till sufficiently rigid laws are made and executed to prevent all uunccessary
absence. Dy far the larger part of absence in our schools is unnecessary,  In all our
scnool it will be found that most of the absence comes from a comparatively few pupils,
They are pupils who have little interest in their studies, do as little work as possible,
take two years io which to do the work of (nly one year, and thus they have time for
absence. If during their absence, they were employed in useful labor, there wouid be
more apology  This is sometimes doubtless the case; but in far too many cuses, these
ahsent ones are loitering about tho streets, ranging over the wharves, in bouts on the
river, and seeking to use up the time gratifying their curiosity, in a great variety of
ways. Not unfrequently some of them are deteeted in doing mischicf, or the trunsgres-
sion of the law and so are brought to grief.

It may bo said that there is a law agninst truaney, So there is, and there are officers
whose duty it is to execute tho law. But hitherto the law has been very imperfectly
executed  There are also more or less defects in the law itself. Suine parents also
ghicld their children, and help them alung in the ways of truancy and couccal them
from the officers, so as to make the law dilficult of execution.

A strong law, compelling attendance at school, is much needed. Time will soon
make its necessity so apparent that a majority of the comwunity will sustaio and ocuforce
it. So far there secms to be a sensitive fear lest such a law chould be against the spirit
of our free institutions. Bat isthere much ground for this fear? If I understand the
position of these sensitive men, it is scmething like thiz: you way tax a wealthy man
to support a school fur his neighbor’s children, but you must not compel these cehildren
to go to school. This is too great a hardship, Blessing these children against their
parents’ will, is a little more than human nature can bear. There must bo cowbined
resistance to such a law.

1as the community a right to tax the people for edueaticnal purposes? What right?
It is the right to protect itself. Edueation is one of the great means of self-protection
to auy cvmmuuity—so great a protection, that no community can help falling back into
barbarism without it, and into the evils of barbarism. Educativn I3 one of the means
by which the community protects itself against these evils, and has a right to use and
protect itself against them. The good of the community demands—the welfure of the
chbild demands, educatien. Shall he not have it, even if his parents appreciate the
value of education so little as to seek in every way to avoid it?

The opponents of compulsory education often declare that the effect of compnlsion is
to make cbildren dislike the schoul. There may be cases where this is true, but it is
pot generally true. I have seen any number of instances where this is not true. I
have the bright face of a little boy before me now, testifying to its utter falsity.  That
boy, and many another boy, loves the school as soon as he is placed in it and kept by a
gentle force, steadily there.

The government of Switzerland is & Republic like cur own. The lard of William
Tell iz as fond of liberty as our own. They also know that education is necessary to



60 COMMON SCHOOLS.

maintain that liberty. Switzerland is divided irto cantons and communes, as our
country is divided into States and the States into counties and towns. Each canton has
its educational government,—its cantonal and commural officers who have the manage-
ment of the affuirs of the schools. And they are sastained in the discharge of the
duties of their offices by the people. Their whole power is from the people, and the
people sustain them in the exe:cise of their power. There, ‘‘attendance is obliga-
tory in most of the cantons, unless it can be shown that children not in the public
schools receive equally good instruction in private scheols, or at home; and even
then, so zealous is the stato in its guardianship of this great interest, children baving
instruction outside of the public schools must undergo examination to ascertain whether
their proficiency equals that demanded by the system publicly administered.”

M. Arnold, in his Report to Parliament of the schools in Switzerland, says, ¢ from
seven to thirteen, every child in eanton Zurich, has instruction in a day school. * *
The school hours in the day school are from eighteen hours a week in tho Ivwest classes,
to twenty-seven hours a week in the highest, and there are only eight weeks of holidays
in the year. * * * The 365 communal schools of eanton Zurich, had in
1864, 25,797 scholars between the ages of seven and thirteen. The number of school
absences in the year, was 13.12 per scholar. But schoul absences are distinguished into
those of which a satisfactory explanation (illness, death in the family, &e.,) is given,
and those which are unallowed and punishable. The latier were only 1.04 per scholar.
1n different places the mode of dealing with punishable absences differs. In the town of
Zurich, the school anthority warns the offending parent or guardian after three
punishable absences, cites him after three more, fines him after three more. * *
In all cases the law which makes non-attendance penal is enforced, the Education
Council repaying to the local authorities the costs of any proceedings against defaulters.”

I think we cain geb suwe good hints from the condition and adwministration of schools
in Switzerland which may be applied to the management of our own schools in the cities
and towns of Maine. We learn that compulsory school attendance has not been
practically found to be hostile to the spirit of free institutions, or to the personal liberty
of the citizens of a republic. We may make and maintain similar laws in our country,
without fear of endangering our liberties; and experience will doubtless show us that
such a course will tend to steadily strengthen and confirm our liberties and institutions.

Teacners’ MErTINGS. Teachers’ meetings have been held daring the whole of the
last year, on Thursday evening of each week, unless postponed on account of the
weather, or for some other neceseary reason. To many of the teachers, who attend
them regularly and take an interest in them, they have been profitable. No city or
town will be likely to have an efficient body of teachers without frequent meetings and
conferences. It is expected that all teachers in the public schools will be present at
these meetings. All who are interested in their work, and are endeavoring to improve
themselves and their schools, will endeavor to be present, and will seldom be absent, and
then only for good reasons. ‘

The last year, one or two of the teachers have oecupied about twenty minutes each, at
every session, in discussing the best methods of teaching arithmetic, English grammar,
geography, reading, elocution, physiology, &c. These subjects will be continued the
coming year, and others taken up, which will render the meetings important aids to the
teachers, in the discharge of the duties of their work,

Tre Cowxry Instrrute. The annual Institute for the Teachers of Sagadahoo County
was held in Bath last November. It occurred in the midst of term time, and lasted one
week. The sessions were on the afternoon and evening of each day, closing Friday
night. The teachers were permitted to close their schools afternoons for the purpose of
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attending the Institute. A large part of the teachers were present, and some of them
took an active part in the meetings. The exercizes were pleasant and profitable. Prof.
Jona. Tenney of Oswego, N. J., and Mrs Apoa R Dichl, were the teachers. There
wero some very interesting discussions, and much valuable instruction given during the
weck. About fifty teachers in all were present. By far, the most of them were from
our own city. Comparatively, few came from the cther towns of the county. Teachers
generally do not seem to hold these Institutes in much estimation; not enough to be at
any trouble or expense in attending them. In cowe cases they do tot attend, even when
the Iustitute is held in their own town. Of course such teachers are not in the front
ranks of their profession. Would it not be well for such teachers to revive their love for
their work, and kindle anew their zeal at the altar of learning, or else turn their minds
to sowe other ocoupation.

Music. In the report last year, it was said that “music has not been taught in the
echouls the past year. I deem it desirable to have it taught in all the schoclz, especially
the primary, grammar, and rural, but bave not been able to sece clearly any way in
which it could be dore. The children, in many of the schools, sing in the morning at
the opening exercise, and sometimes, doubtless, iz done in the way of instruction, by
some of tho teachers, but no regular and systematic instruction is given. After listening
to tho admirable remarks and instructions of Mr. Mason of Boston, at the Teacher’s
Institute in Brumswick last autumn, I was impressed with an earnest desire to have
musie well tanght in our public echoolg, and still feel that it is a matter of much
importauce, but do not yet sce how it ean be well accomplished. In the mean time, I
recommend to our teachers, especially teachers in the primary schools, to do what they
can in this direction ”

I am sorry to say that we are still without musical instruction in the public schools, I
can but hope that something will be accomplished in the year to come. Music is one of the
most delightful accomplishments. It is indispensable in public worship, in the Sabbath
school, and almost in the day school and in the fawily, and on various sueial oecasions.,
It exerts a moral and spiritual izfluence over human minds most valuable. No branch
seems more entitled to a place in a good education, and I cannot think our publie
schools ought to be without regular and systematic instruction in the science as well as
art of musie. This will require an addition to the annual appropriation of at least a
thousand dollars. ’

Drawive. Regular instruction in drawing is given by the tenchers in all the schools
of the city. The introduction of drawing into our schools, is deemed one of the most
important steps of improvement which has been taken for years. Indeed, the schools
would be falling behind the demand of the times without instruction in this art. The
public mind is getting rid of the idea that only a few persons need be taught to draw,
and coming to understand that all can bo taught and all should be taught this valuable
and practical accomplishment. Horace Mann said, some twenty-five years ago,
that in the schools ““almost every pupil in every schoul, could draw with ease and most
of them with no inconsiderable degree of beauty and expression.” Walter Swmith, late
from England, now employed by the State of Massachusetts, and city of Doston, to give
icstruction in drawing, asserts that during a large personal experience in teaching
drawing in England, he did not find one out of ten thousand pupils who covuld not be
taught to draw. There is bardly a mechanie, who would not be a better workman and
receive higher wages if he was acquainted with instrumental drawing.

I proposed, last autumn, to procure some competent teacher and have free instruction
given, in drawing, to the young men of the city, at the high school, one evening in the
week, during the winter, provided a class, sufficiently large, was desirous of receiving
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such instruction. But there was no such desire manifest, on the part of the mechanics
or young men of the city, and so the matter wis postponed till the proposition is likely
to receive a more favorable response. I hope the day is soon coming when the
mechanics, especially young mechanics, will be more alive to their own true interests,
and drawing will constitute a part of their education, as surely as writing, reading or
arithmetic.

Exavivations, Examinations in some form, have regularly taken place in our
schools for many years. Of course, they are a necessity, in any system cf publie schocls
which attain to any high degree of success They serve to exhibit the labor and faith-
ful work of the teachers, and the application of the pupils. They are necessary to the
teachers and to the pupils. The teachers are able to learn from them, how suceessful
their daily instructions have been through a considerable perivd of time, and get hints
and suggestions how to modify their instructions in the futare. And pupils are able to
learn from them, the strength of their memories, the capacity of their minds to acquire
knowledze and to make that knowledge their own and carry it along with them into
life. Thus examinations tend to inspire teachers and pupils with Joyal desires fur greater
success, and serve as warnings to greater diligence and more faithful application

In former years, examinations were all oral, now the larger portion of them are
written. Io the promotion of pupils from class to class, or frem one grade of school to
another, an oral examination is of but little use. They afford ne reliable or uniform
test. An cecasional oral examination at the end of the termn, in addition to written
ones is valuable. It tends to promote promptness and confidence in the pupil, and
facility in expressing what he knows, especially before others Written examinations
are far more favorable to accuracy of knowledge and the precise statement of it. It has

Lo

OTTH

il thal veading wakes the ready wan, bui writing makes the exact man  When

the pupil writes down his knowledge on any topie, he shows precisely what he knows,
and what his deficiencies are. He is also more free from nervous excitement, and the
errors arising from it, and thus able to summon all his powers of mind to do the work
immedintely before him.

Written examinations are now conducted by the teachers in the grammar and high
schools as often as once a month, and the rank of the pupil depends largely on the
result of these examinations. They are a constant test of the prugress of the puyil.
They require diligence and application on his part, and without these, he scon loses his
place in the class.

At present there is only one public oral examination at the high school in the year,
at the close of the winter term. The examinution at the close of the academic year in
Juno iz written. There is also one pub'ic oral examination at the grammar schools, ab
the close of the school year, the last of June. All other examinations are written.

It is quite prs-ible, that hereafter a roll of honor may be published in the aunual
report, giving the names of those pupils who attain to ore hundred per cent in cvery
branch, at the written examination, and also those who reach an average of ninety per
cent., and from ninety to one hundred. This will require high rank of scholarahip and
great diligence and faithful application of pupils.

Scmoor, OrcaxizartioN. The city of Bath is one district.  The schools are classified
as primary, grammar, and bigh schools. We harve, in the outskirts of the city, two
rural schools.  These three grades «f schools were established in the city in the spring
of 184i—thirty-two years ago this spring. There is a classification of the pupils, from
the lowest class in the primary to the first class in the high schaol. The children of the
city all have a right to oceupy jast that position, for which they are qualified, where
they can work most profitably to themselves. Any pupils advanced beyond this pusition
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aré deing an unprofitable work for themwselves and interfering with their future pro-
gress  The right to the privileges of the grammar and high schools belongs to every
¢hild in the city, on their becoming prepared for the places in these schools  But it
does nut belong to those unprepared. And to promwote the children while they are
unprepared, is to do an injury to those children, as well as to the school itself Our
schools cannot be of a high order, unless the children in them are all well prepared for
their places, and are thus doing a profitable work  Parents should remember this, and
if they have a real love for the welfare and true progress of their children, and desire
to fit them well for the labors and duties of life, they will act upon the above
suggestion.  They will not desire to have their childrefa advanced beyond the position
for which they are prepared. They will not be willing to foster the pride of ambition
to the injury of the true interests of their children.

Examivation or Teacuers. All applicants for positiong ag teachers in this city,
are required to pass a satisfactory written examination before eatering on their work,
unless they have already been once examined. Applicants for higher positions than
they now hold, are also required first to pass a satisfactory written examination. The
aunual exawination of applicants for schools in the city, is held the first of July, each
year, at the time of the annual examination for admission to the high schocl. And all
persons desireus of precuring situations as teachers in Bath, whether residents of this
aity or otierwise, are requested to present themselves for examination at that time.

Privanry Scnoors. So many puplls receive their whole school education and graduate
from the Primary Schools, that it seeins necessary to have instruction given in all the
comwon branches, so far as the pupils are qualified to receive such instruction, in this
grade of schools. Ilere the pupils learn to read and spell, and write avd draw, and
study Arithmetie, Geography, Practical Grammar, Physiclogy, History, &e., &e. Of
course the progress they make in these branches is according to their age, capacities and
attainments. This depends, too, more largely in this grade of schools on the character
and fitness of the teachers, than in either of the higher grades. Oral instruction musb
be very prowinent ia all primary school exercises.

I think that primary schools have in the past, been places where incompetent teachers
have fiuud refuge, more than any where else. And in no other schools, has so much
advance been made in the theory and practice of teaching, for the last twenty-five
years, And yet great improvements are to be made here, more than elsewhere, even in
the future, Ilere the foundation is laid, on which all fature acquiremcnts must rest.
Here mental habits are formed which will cling to and corntrol in a large degree the
develupment of the individual. The teacher needs a large amount of kunowledge learned
from books. DBut mush more than a mere knowledge of text books is required of those
who assume the delicate and responsible daty of drawing out and guiding the earliest
faculties and powers of vur little ones. They need to understand some of the springs of
human natare; the laws of mind as well as those of matter; the laws of the development
of mind and the best theories and methods of instruction.

Our kuowledge of the world without us, is derived through the senses. TIlabits of
careful observation therefore lie at the fuundation of our acquirements. These habits of
careful observation must be specially inculeated in the minds of young children. The
educativn of the seusesand the perceptive faculties, is an important part of the work
of the primary teacher. To aid in this work, there is, perhaps, no more efficient way

than teaching by (bjectz.  «“Object teaching,”” or ¢“ objective teaching,”

as some choose
to term it, seews to me to be based on the true principle of instruction. By the use of
many familine objects, on which the atention of little children is easily concentrated, a

large awount of instruction may be imparted, The size, number, form and cvlor of
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objects are noticed, the eye, the ear, the touch are educated. The mind of the child
gradually passes from the known to the unknown, from a knowledge of things to the
knowledge of words, names, the knowledge and use of language as the great means of
thought.

A more thorough knowledge of the principles on which education should be conducted
leads to the different and improved methods of giving instruction. The old method of
learning to read was by learning the names of the letters first, then spelling, and so
through spell ng lear«ing to read. It was a laborious process. The process of learning
to read simply and by itself, is easier. Reading has to do with sounds and signs of
thought. Spelling is acquired in a large degree as the result of reading and writing,
This should, therefore, plainly come after reading, and not previous to it. The process
of reading and of spelling, will in this way be more easily acquired.

The pupils in the primary schools have been learning to write, and have made a good
degree of progress the past year, They write every day on the slate, bluckbourd, or
paper, or are supposed to, and thus learn to handle the pen or pencil with ease. Their
lessons in drawing also aid them in learning to write.

We now need in connection with our high school, a normal and training departwens,
where facilities may be provided for our teachers and graduates of the high scheol to
become acquainted with the latest and best methods of instructivn. Most forget that
teaching is a prcfession, and requires special preparation like every other occupation or
profession. There is no more reason to expect thata teacher will succeed without
special preparation, than that a lawyer or clergyman will be successful without any
preparation in the study of law or theology. Every profession requires special
preparation for the attainment of eminent success. So it is with the profession of the
teacher. And when all, who propose to becume teachers, shall act in accordance with
this truism, it wiil be a betier day tor our schools and a better day for our teachers.

I eaid in the report last year, that the special training required by our teackers, can
only be had at the Normal School, or in the normal departinent of vur high school and
in the practice of the prifession. Graduates of the high sehool huve a knuwledge of
text books and an acquaintaﬁce with the subjects to be taught, but too often they lack
the peculiar ability to teach, and to adapt their instruction tv the wants of papils,
Graduates themselves, when they become teachers, soon see their deficiencies and in
many cages labor fuithfully to overcome them. If we had a training department.in the
high school, wuch aid could be given our young ladies who design to become teachers,
and we rhould experience the benefits of it in our superior teachers. The demand for
truined teaohers is increasing every year, and the steady increase of wages, shows the
higher estimate in the community, of teachers specially trained for their work.

Granyaw Scmoors. The number of grammar schools in the city is four. These
schools are at pre ent taught by two male and ten female teachers. Their annual
salaries amount to $5,650.

The grammar schools now all have an efficient body of teachers, and are doing a good
work. The list of studies bas been considerably enlarged, the last two or three years.
More oral instruction is given in thew, and instruction of & more practical character.
Arithmetic is taught with wore reference to what will be wanted in the business of life,
Grammar is taught more as the art of speaking and writing the Eoglish language.
Wiiting composition is more a part of this work., Spelling is learned in a large degree
by.weiting. The study of spelling lessons by writing them on slates or pieces of paper,
is suggested as one of the most eficient and readiest ways of learning a spelling lesson.
The history of our own country, physivlogy, animal and vegetable, also have a share of
the time in our grammar schouls, as well as drawing, and all the ordinary branches
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taught in this grade of schools. Pupils, therefore, who go no farther than the grammar
school, if they are diligent and faithful and make the most of their time and cpportun-
ities, can acquire an edueation in these schools qualifying them pretty well to enter upon.
the ordinary avocations of life. If they form habits of study in their school days, they
will be likely to go on afterwards acquiring more and more knowledge continually in the
great sehool of life on earth. To all such there is promise of success in the future.

Hieu Scmoor. This school is in a prosperous condition. It has been doing an
excellent work the past year.

The report of Mr. Allen, the principal, and the catalogue appended, give a detailed
statement of the organizatian, work, progress, and statistics of the school, and justify
the confidence and strong interest felt in this school in the whole community,

The classifieation of this school is similar to what it has been for several years. The
studies are made optional to the pupils as far as possible. There are three distinet
departments, the English, classical, and the course preparatory to college. The full
course in each department requires four years to complete it, unless pupils are qualified
to enter in advance.

A large number of pupils, on their first admission te the seheol, usually prefer to take
the classical course. Many of them afterwards find the latin hard, requiring more labor
than they are willing to bestow upon it, and so are often desirous of returning to the
English course. In this way they neither complete one course nor the other, and lose
considerable advantage which they might gain from pursuing the full English course.
It is much wisor for pupils to select one course or the other in the beginning and adhere
to it, to the end.

Last year a class of nearly fifty pupils were admitted to the high school. This was no
more than the usual number, but many of the pupils were poorly prepared. They were
not qualified to enter upon the higher branches pursued at the high school, and some
found that the labor was too great for them. Some fifteen of them have already been
obliged to drop back and take the next fourth class The time is little better than lost
to them. They have been at work on studies where they have accomplished nothing, or
next to nothing, If they had remained in the grammar schools, pursuing the common
English branches, it would have been far better for their present and future progress.
They would have found quite a sufficient amount of knowledge to be acquired in the
study of arithmetic, grammar, geography, history, physiology, drawing, besides reading,.
writing and spelling, composition, and other practical studies, to have occupied all their
time and all their attention. They would then have been profitably employed. These.
real advantages they are willing to sacrifice for nominal admission to the high school.

I cannot help urging parents to try to feel willing to have their children keep in those.
classes best suited tu their knowledge and capaecities. Let them be qualified for their
work before they undertake to do it. No time is lost in their being thoroughly prepared:
for a class before entering into it. On the other hand, much is gained. The pupil well
prepared for the high school, gains largely in mental discipline and amount of knowledge
over another poorly prepared. He will be likely to complete his course with eredit to
himself and to his teachers; while a large proportion of these poorly prepared soon find
themselves unequal to the work required of them, and withdraw from the school. They
thus speedily finish their school education.

The high school is designed to teach the higher branches. This is its principal,
substantially, its entire work. If it does not do this, it can hardly be properly called a
high school. The common branches can be as well taught, and much more economically
taught in the grammar schools. Is it not better to retain all those pupils in the gram-
mar schools who are only qualified for this grade of schools and send forward to the

o
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high school only those qualified to eater upon and pursue the higher branches? This
matter seems to me to be settled beyond a doubt

This being admitted, there is no room for uncasiness on the part of parents or pupils,
uniess it be in the exawioation which is made a test of admission to the high school,
This is made as impartial as possible. It is a written examination. Tke pupils are
allowed twelve hours, in each of two days, in which to do their work. They are
assigned scats where they are as free as possible from all embarrassments. Axnd when -
the question of decision is finally made, I believe it will be found to lean to the side of
the doubtful pupil rather than in the other direction. In other words, all pupils at the
close of the examination, are adwmitted, at least on trial, where there is a reasonable
prospect that they wiil be able to sustain themselves in their classes. The standard of
adinission is set low enough to cover all such eases. If pupils do not come up to this
standavd, it is a reasonably sure indication that they are not gualified for the school,
aod would not be able to sustain themselves in the class if admitted. For all such, it
is better that they should remain another year in the grammar schools. And it is wise
cn the part of their parents, to be willing and even to desire to have them remain, till
they are well qualified to take good rank as scholars in advanced positions.

S. F. DIKE, Superintendent.

TURNER.

The qualification of teachers ie something which is not regarded with that degree of
importance which the interest of cur schools demands. We are confident that too many
teachers are employed to have charge of our schools, who are not theroughly prepared
for the work, and in some of our schools this incompetency is difficult to remedy on
account of the low wages of teachers, as compared with the pay received by thosc em-
ployed in the industrial pursuits. According to the State Superintendent’s report, <Of
twenty-seven States, Maine ranks the lowest in compensation of male and female teach-
ers.” The standard of our schools should be raised so as to allow a greater variety of
studies to be pursued, and such wages should be paid as to secure teachers who are
prepared*to take hold and aid in elevating the standing of our schools, both 'intellect-
ually and morally. The pay should be sufficient to divert the best intellects of our
young men and young ladies from the workshops, and induce them to spend the time
and the money necessary to prepare themselves to take proper charge of our schools.
Those who propose to teach, should zeek to avail themselves of all the aids within
their reach, the Normal Schools, for instance, and other institutions designed to make
them therough and practical teachers. They should be in the habit of visiting often
all the best schools, not only in their immediate vicinity, but elsewhere, as much as
possible, that they may learn the best methods of conducting schools, and of giving
instruction.

It is not enough that teachers have a knowledge of books. To be familiar with the
best methods of imparting instruction to others, is equally important. There is much,
also, that teachers need to know, which cannot be learned from books, as the cultivation
of thoe social faculties, and the habit of being choice in the selection of language, so as
to convey ideas in a clear and intelligible manner; a knowledge of human nature, so as
not only to make themselves agreeable, but ready to adapt themselves to the various
dispositions and circumstances which they are liable to meet, Besides, teachers not
only need a large stock of general information, but they need to be constantly storing
their minds with all the improvements in the art of teaching, and keep pace with the
progress of events, Moral oulture is also required to make them strong in their in-
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fluence for good, to those over whom they are to have charge. But to obtain such
teachers, as well as to retain the best of our own teachers, who are now being drawn *‘city-
ward,” we need to be more liberal in our appropriations to enable us to pay better wages,
for ¢‘there is that scattereth and yet increaseth, and there is that withholdeth more than
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” Whatever may be said of other interests in our
town, our common school is far above any, or even all, in importance; for without the
education of the masses, which depends mainly upon the prosperity of our common
schools, the free institutions of which we boast so much, are impossible. To say nothing
of the necessity of a public sechool system as a support and defence of our free govern-
ment, there is no direction of public appropriation that pays so well. There is no real
estate in any community which is not largely incremsed in value by the presence of good
schools. And here let us urge upon you the necessity of establishing a permanent free
High School or schouls, as provided ut our last Legislature. We are aware that some
will objeet to this, for two reasons: First, ¢“We cannot afford the expense,” and secandly,
“We have never done so before.” To the first of these objections we would say that we
shall never know the difference in our taxes, whether we establish these schools or not,
for other towns all over the State will establish them, and we shall be taxed to support
them.

The second objection is equally groundless, for we live in an age of progress, and
“‘wide awake to-duy leaves yesterday behind him like a dream.” We cannot afford to
do without the High School, for more is required of the young to take rank as scholars
now, than was required fifty years ago. We can ill afford to deprive our children of the
most enduring legacy we can possibly leave them—a thorough education,—nor will our
pockets be much disturbed, or their contents much diminished by this arrangement.
We shall save something by it. We shall save the item of tuition, the expense of board
bills, extra clothing, and the thousand-and-one expenses incident to sending our children
away from home to school. Yea, more; we may save the loss of character and of chasti-
ty, even, which sometimes comes from thus letting our children loose, at too early an
age, from parental restraints. Besides, the good town of Tarner cannot afford to let
other towns of less wealth and importahce lead her in the education of the masses. She
has too much talent, and too high an appreciation of scholarship to allow towng of less
ability to excel her in their provisions for the education of her youth,

Fellow townsmen, we trust you will set aside all partisan and local prejudices in this
matter, and be united for the common welfare of each and all of our children. As a State,
we are already far behind many of our sister States as to what is done for popular educa-
tion, and this should awaken in us a greater zeal for the weal of the rising generation,
as well as for those that are to come. The Pine Tree State takes the lead, as her motto
iz Dirigo, I direct, in matters pertaining to morals and good government. So ought she
to rise from this lethargy on popular education, and take a more advanced position.

We would speak of the quarrels and jealousies which exist in some of our districts.
And here permit us to say, that however much we may differ in politics, religion, or with
reference to any other subject, on the matter of sustaining and encouraging the common
school, each district ought to be a unit, for without the united support and co-operation
of the inhabitants of a district, no school will be a success. The percentage of average
attendance, as compared with the whole number attending school, is much smaller than
it would be if parents were more reluctant to withdraw their children from the schools
during the busy seasons. There ought to be a remedy for this, for it is often ruinous to the
interest of any school to have a portion of the scholars absent during a part of the term.

We would recommend the employment of a larger proportion of female teachers in our
winter schools, Females, as a class, are better adapted to teach than males; their
perceptive faculties are quicker, making them quick to learn the dispositions of their
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pupils; they are more communicative, and with the same advantages for self-culture
they can more readily impart knowledge to others; besides, the constantly increasing
demand for first-class teachers cannot be fully met by the other sex.

Finally, we would urge upon you the necessity of building new school houses, with
suitable out-houses, in several of our districts, as has been done in No. 16 (Snell’s Hill),
the past year. Much of the benefit of school instruction depends upon the accommoda-
tions and attractive surroundings of the place where instruction is given. As our
churches, dwellings and places of public resort are made attractive by beautiful adern-
ments and surroundings, so ought we to make attractive and comfortable the places
where we send our children to be educated. Place a teacher with pupils to instruct in
a rickety old school house, whose exterior and interior are more suggestive of a cattle
pen than a school house, and that school will be a failure, a failure of its highest
purposes and capabilities. But, on the other hand, place the same teacher and pupils
in a comfortable, attractive and well-furnished house, and the school will be a success.
In the language of the Rev. Dr. Talmage, ““The school house is the symbol of the
people’s culture; for defence, it is better than fortifications of rock, better than batteries
to guard our shores, than armies to guard our treasures. More learned institutions may
and ought to be built and established, but the school house should never be neglected.”

: WM. H. JEWETT,
8. D. ANDREWS, 8. 8. Committee.
P. C. TORREY,

AUBURN.

At the commencement of the school year the Committee met at the office of the City
Clerk to organize and elect one of their number as & Superintendent of Schools for the
ensuing year. Not one of the board would accept of the position with the duties neces-
sary to be performed by such an officer, feeling that they could not, in justice to them-
selves and their business, undertake the entire direction and management of all the
schools, from those in the city portion to those most remote, for the compensation
provided by the City Government; but having accepted the office of Superintending
School Committee, and feeling a strong interest for the schools of Auburn, they agreed
to make ag nearly as possible an equal division of the work of supervision, and each take
his share and perform alone the work of a Superintendent in the territory allotted to
him, having, in all cases, the remainder of the Committee as an advising board, to which
to apply in matters of importance, and to equally divide among the members of the
Committee the salary fixed by the City Council for the Superintendent of Schools, thus,
to a certain extent, constituting a board of Superintendents with an advisory board of
four for each member.

We would renew the recommendation of the Committee of last year in reference to a
Superintendent of Schools, and respectfally request their careful consideration. The
requirements of the public schools increase with the growth of the city, and from our
observation and experience in the schools, we deem it a necessity to have an efficient
Superintendent, one who can and will devote his whole time, talent and energy to the
public schools, particularly while they are in session, and have the entire management
and direction thereof, subject only to general instructions from the committee, and when
such a man is obtained, to retain him as long as possible in the office, as changes in the
manner of teaching recommended by new school officers, principally to make themselves
conspicuous and attract public attention to themselves, are always distracting both to
teachers and scholars, and usually result in a loss of time in making an experiment of
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the method, which perhaps is wholly discarded by the successor in office of the party
who makes the change. A competent person to dissharge the duties of Superintendent
cannot be obtained for the amount fixed by the City Government as the salary for such an
officer; but laying aside the fact that our children and their proper education are of more
importance than any conceivable business enterprise, and placing the matter upon the
ground of economy and in the light of a strictly business transaction, is it not sound
policy to employ a suitable man for a Superintendent, and pay him at the same rate that
you would a man of corresponding experience and ability in attending to the economical
expenditure of a sum of money equal in amount to the appropriation made by the city
for publie schools ?

The schools during the year, throughout the city, have, with very few exceptions,
been profitable, conducted with dbility, fidelity and energy by the teachers, to the
satisfaction of your Committee, and, as we believe, to the general acceptance of the
public. The scholars have manifested more than an ordinary amount of interest, and
the average attendance of pupils in the several schools, in proportion to the whole
number registered, has been large; and particularly has this been noticeable during the
winter term, when the weather throughout the whole time was of the most inclement
character, showing conclusively that parents must have exerted themselves considerably
in getting their children to school. Such an interest on the part of parents is especially
to be commended. It is of very rare occurrence that complaints are made of the inabil-
ity or fault of teachers, or of the lack of progress on the part of pupils, when the pupils
are regular and punctusl in attendance and are credited with good deportment. The
ratio of average attendance to the whole number of scholars registered has been increased
by the rigid enforcement of the wholesome regulation requiring written excuses for
absence and tardiness, thus bringing the pupil to a peint where his parent or guardian,
in case of his absence from school, has to share with the teacher the responsibility of his
whereabouts.

We regret to say that in some of the rural districts these requirements were considered
by the parents as by far too onerous, and that their flat refusal to comply with them
resulted in their taking their children from the schools, and thus depriving them not
only of the advantage of excellent instruction in their studies, but of the wholesome
discipline of the school, where, perhaps for the first time, they experienced restraint
from following precisely the bent of their own inclination. The Committee have in
every instance sustained the teachers, and respectfully suggest that hereafter so reason-
able a requirement as a written excuse for absence from school be in all cases enforced,
and thereby reduce the number of truants and absentees from school to the minimum,

But few cases of insubordination have occurred during the year, and these have been
summarily disposed of, no case requiring the attention of the entire board or hindering
the progress of the school except for a few hours.

PrivAary ScrooLsS. If not the same amount of education, az much ability and tact
are necessary in a primary school as im any other. The importance of having good
teachers in4his department is felt more and more every year, not only for the specifie
instruction, but for the cultivation of a taste for education, when of all times the mind
is most susceptible, the rule holding good in intellect as well as in morals. It becomes
us, therefore, to proceed with the greatest care in selecting teachers for our youngest
scholars. We think we have been particularly fortunate in this respect for the past
year, and would respectfully recommend that, so far as possible, the same teachers be
secured at an early day to take charge of the primary schools for another year. Great
encouragement would be given to both teachers and scholars by more frequent visits
from parents. This is true in regard to all schools, but especially in the case of primary
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schools, where children are separated from their parents for the first time. We insist
upon parents visiting our schools mere, and if pressed with the cares of business so that
a half day cannot be spent in a visit to the school room, a shorter time will be aceepted,

CHARLES K. PACKARD,)
GEORGE ¢, WING,

E. N. FERNALD, S. 8. Committee.
E. F. PACKARD,

ARA CUSHMAN,

LITCHFIELD.

In ooncluding our repert, we ask liberty to call the attention of the parents of the
town, who believe in the common school as the ¢“People’s College,” to some few of the
most important matters demanding prompt action at their hands. Pardon us if we refer to
your Supervisor’s report for 1871-2, wherein he called your attention to the importance
of supplying your school rooms with maps, eharts, globes and necessary apparatus for
the better instruction of your children. This suggestion in that matter has not been
heeded, or if so, never acted upon in a single instance. We consider this matter one of
great importance to the educational interest. A comparison of classes which for two
years have been taught geography from maps, and have carried wap drawing themselves
almost to perfection, with other classes under cqually as good instruction without the
aid of maps, ete., furnishes ccnclusive evidence of the very great utility of school
apparatus. As before mentioned, we shall not enter upon an argument, in order to
convince these already well satisfied, that this matter should receive immediate atten-
tion. In connection with this, we would suggest another step, the equalization of
school facilities in the several districts. While theschool officers have labored faithful-
1y and perseveringly for years to establish a reputation for our town, and we believe
with a degree of success which the friends of learning may well be proud of, they have
neglected to urge upon us at all proper times the justness and necessity of an equitable
apportionment of our increasing sehool funds. This is a matter which the town cannot
much longer neglect. To some action it must soon come, as the magnitude of the evil
of the present condition of things forces itself upon its notice. The great disparity of
school privileges existing between distriets as at present constituted may be readily
seen by reference to our report now before the town. For example: We apportion to
district No. 5, $82.48; to No. 11, $117.19; to No. 10 we apportion only $51.93, while
to No. 9 we give $171.18, nearly four times as much as to No. 10. To district No. 8 we
assign $12.22 for the support of their year’s school, while district No. 1 manages to got
along with $207.77. So this great injustice goes on, and as all may see at once, the
disparity in the school room is even greater than in the unequal distribution of money.
‘We do not feel it necessary to discuss this matter to any great length in this report, nor
will we doubt that our people will look to this matter, and though perhaps slow, as they
should be, in accepting new dogmas and theories which at first sight may écem to be
innovative and rash, we believe they are willing to examine the merits of the case,
and when they have leisurely looked over the ground, they will by force of their sound
judgment and keen sense of right, gravitate towards truth, justice and equality; and
the sooner, when some of the self evident facts of the present system arc brought under
their calm consideration. Ixercising this faith, we centent ourselves for this time by
simply setting the matter before you, and asking you to consider that, under the present
rule, these facts are patent without investigation: lst, many very small schools; 2d,
many poor school houses; 3d, short schools, and poor ones, if we try to lengthen them
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by cheap teaching; 4th, an unequal division of the school money, giving to some of the
larger districts as much or more than they really need, and to others much less than
would be absolutely necessary to keep their children from dark ignorance. These evils
may be readily obviated by legitimate action of the town in dividing the school money
80 as to afford to all scholars within its limits equal school privilege. Your Committee
have pursucd the same course the past year a@heretofore, laboring earnestly to secure
higher grade teaching in all the schools, and in this matter we know that for some years
past we have been making sure though somewhat slow progress. We feel pleased to
report less absolute failures during the year just ended, than for any other in the decade
past. In only one case has there arisen any disturbance, and that, we are sorry to say,
in one of our best schools, Between Committee and school agents have existed the most
pleasant and harmoniocus relations and acticn. In two or three instances only have
agents requested the privilege of selecting and hiring their own teachers, and in every
case the request has been readily and cordially granted. While ouly two or three have
made such request, all have understood that it would be willingly granted if made.
But working together, wo believe for the best interest of all the schools, we have
succeeded by carefully watebing our opportunities in securing good teaching at very
reasonable rates, our winter sehools costing on an average only twenty-four and a half
dollars per month, against twenty-seven dollars last year. Our summer schools costing
us three dollars per week, against three dollars and sixty-three cents last year. Theie
low figures must not be taken as a standard for future years, as the tendency of wages is
inevitably upward. And now in elosing, we say that our material interests unite with
our moral and social welfare, in calling upon you as a town to make every reasonable
effort to liberally maintain and improve our common schools.
C. 8. AYER,

M. S. H. ROGERS, %S. 8. Commaitee.
ORAMANDAL SMITH,

KITTERY.

At the time of writing this report all the schools are in session but two. Eloven
hundred thirty-seven dollars and seventy-two cents have been apporticned this town as
its share of the mill tax. The amount derived from the scheol fund is three hundred
eighty-six dollars and seventy cents.

The amount from the above sources, for school purposes, together with that raised by
the town, makes a total of four thousand nine hundred twenty-four dollars and forty-two
cents,

We are pleased to state that, with few exceptions, the schools on the completion of the
present terms will show an advancement greater than their increased length. The
generous course of the town last year in raising the usual amount of school morey,
together with that derived from the above sources, gives most of the districts nearly the
amount of schooling required. We trust you will be equally liberal the present year.
The number of scholars in districts No. 4, N., and 4, 8., is gradually diminishirg. The
united average of these schools during the summer of 1871 was forty-two, and during
the winter, forty. The combined average for the summer of this year is twenty-seven,
while the winter term will be less than the previous year.

These districts should be united. The labor of teaching both schools, combined in
one, would be far less than that of many, and could be easily performed by one teacher.
A house can be located midway between the two, and the distance it would add to any
pupil’s travel is not worthy of consideration. A passage can be cut across the land
which divides the houses, and the mc¢ney taken from other districts annually and applied
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to these would in five years purchase the land and build a read sufficient for the
purpose. From forty to seventy dollars a year is taken from the other districts and
given to these. It is for the interest of the inhabitants of other parts of the town to
secure the union of these districts, as they will save to themselves yearly the amount
of money above mentioned. The advantage to be derived by the districts will be
increased length of school. Some distri@#s divide themselves into factions to carry out
their desires, without regard to the best interests of education; and this dispositicn
extends until it permeates the members of schools to their serious disadvantage. Where
several different interests are at work in the same school distriet, it is an impossibility
for a teacher to be in accord with any one element without offending others; and no
Committee can form an accurate estimate of schools in such districts.

If we wish to advance our #chools to the standard to which our means allow, petty
jealousies must be thrown aside. It is the duty of parents, and one they owe to their
children, to encourage proper authority in their schools. The opinion is gaining that
no matter how unruly scholars are, teachers have no right to inflict the slightest punish-
ment. This is wrong. Where children are aware the teacher will be sustained by their
parents in case of punishment, they rarely if ever get corrected. A great hindrance to
the advancement of our schools, is non-attendance. This evil has been repeated for
years, but as yet no method has been adopted to remedy the matter. A compulsory
school law is sadly needed in this town; and until this is an accomplished fact, we shall
be inflicted with the evils that now beset us.

We should be glad to see this town avail itself of the act recently passed by the
Legislature providing for the support of High Schools. Dy the terms of the act any
town may receive the sum of five hundred dollars, provided it expends for instruction
twice that amount in maintaining a free High School for at least ten weeks in each
_year, ete., exclusive of the sum required to be raised according to iaw.

Agents in many instances have fuiled to give notice of the close of their schools; and
sometimes when they have, they have been so short as to be useless, Agents should
give a written notice ten days previous to the end of the term; unless they do this, errors
will arise. In two cases the past year we received incorrect notices, and acted upon
them, to loss of time. Many schools are not supplied with globes or good black-boards.
Every house should be furnished with them without delay.

T. J. PETTIGREW,

M. A. SAFFORD, }S. 8. Committee.
S. A. HUTCHINSON,

DEERING.

Your Committee are ashamed to mention the school houses in districts 4, 14, 15 and
16, but would simply say they are ridiculous. No wonder there is a lack of attendance
at school, and a law compelling attendance in such school houses would be cruel.
Parents, think of it, sending children, surrounded at home with all the cowmforts of
modern civilization, to school in a house, low, smoky and with no means of ventilation
save by an open window or door, through which the eool breeze draws in upon the heads
of children unused to such severity, thus preparing them for an early grave. Why not
have the school house to compare with the dwelling house, comfortable and attractive.
The reason given by some parents for not sending their children to school has been, that
the school house was not fit for their children to be in, as they were not very robust.
We hope ere your committee are called upon to make another report, you will take
-measures to build better school houses.
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PARENTAL INTEREST IN £cuooLs. By leoking over the returns of the several sehools,
we find that in five districts out of ten in town, there have not been any visits to the
schools by citizens during the past year. Under such circumstances, what do parents
know about the schools in their districts? simply nothing. We feel that it is of the
greatest importance that parents practice visiting their schools at least once each term,
and do not let that visit always be at the close of school, for you must know that there
is g great deal of moonshine in the public examinations. If you wish to know the real
condition of a school you should visit it unawares, and listen to its daily recitations.
Such visits would have the following effects, viz: Increased punctuality on the part of
scholars, better discipline in the schools, better lessons, less trouble in school, more
diligence on the part of the teachers in the discharge of their duties, in fact, better
schools in every respect.

One great defect in our schools is the neglect of parents to make a personal acquaint-
ance with the condition of their school and with the teacher. We believe that in almost
everything, the child’s interest corresponds to, and is measured by the interest mani-
fested by the parent. And what would more naturally manifest the interest of parents
in their schools, than going frequently to the school room, and observing for themselves
what their children, and the servants that are employed there with their children, are
doing. Those who do this earn for themselves the right to eriticise the teachers’ doings,
but not otherwise. ’

Your committee feel it their duty to recommend that districts unite to maintain graded
schools, believing that such schools could be maintained with the same expense as it
now costs to maintain mixed schools, while the efficiency of graded schools is at least,
ten per cent. better than of mixed, yet we believe the better way to improve our
schools would be for the town to abolish school districts and establish primary and
grammar schools, as best suited to the convenience of the town.

To this end we would recommend to the inhabitants of Deering the views embodied in
the circular entitled, «“ To the Voters of the Town of Deering,” issued in the spring of
1871, by H. Q. Wheeler, et al. Although there are some excellent schools in the town,
we believe that such a course would make them better.

In concluding the above brief report, your committee would urge that all the coming
year, not only teachers and committee, but parents and scholars, and every lover of
good schools will endeavor to do their best to advance our public schools to that degree
of interest and value of which they are capable.

G. W. JOHNSON,

D. W. HAWKES, § 8. S. Committee.

TREMONT.

Ore of the most important subjects we would call your attention to, is the proper ex-
penditure of your school money. Through the State’s liberality, we have nearly one
third more schocl money the past year than before—a sum sufficient to procure good
teachers for ull the districts, and, we are pleased to say, nearly, if not all, have been
guch. But all teachers, however competent they may be, must be limited in their
duties. We think, until our largest districts shall have graded their schools, they
cannot properly expend their money. For instance, district number 7 has a teacher of
scholarly attainments; but the school being large, he has too many classes—the result
is, his classes cannot be properly instructed, for want of time. By grading you can
obviate this, and it can be done with an expenditure of about $20 a month more, and
yet have a longer school than our smaller districts. We would advise district number 8
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(if they cannot procure two school rooms) to have a fall term for primary classes, and a
winter term for higher classes,—schools of equal length,—and at their district meecting
elect a grading committee, whose duty it shall be to grade the school.

Money alone cannot make a good school,—by it we may procure good teachers; but
the best teachers oftentimes will fail, without the proper assistance and encouragement
of parents. Parents should also be united in their efforts to render such prompt assist-
ance as he may from time to time need. We should always be united in our sentiments
in regard to our district affairs; never let our opinions differ as to the best method of
regulating our schools. ¢ United we stand; divided we fall.” We think some of our
districts do not adhere to this maxim. HEvery one must admit the importance of a good
education. Seience, art, and every business of life requires a more thorough education
now than in former years.

We have every facility within our reach to give our youth a good education, and it is
our own fault if we withhold it; and to give them the benefit of such, there iz a work
for us to do. Choose only such agents as are interested in good schools. Agents,
secure your teachers early. You should not employ young and inexperienced teachers,
because you get them a few dollars less; this is not economy. Pay more, and get the
best teachers.

In conclusion, we will say, we hope we shall all strive to be more earnest watchers for
the best interest of our common schools.

JOHN T. R. FREEMAN,

W. W. A. HEATH, ;S. 8. Committee.

ROCKLAND.

The Superintending School Committee in presenting their annual report, take pleasure
in announcing that the school year ending Mareh, 1873, has been a successful one, and,
although the usttendance has been somewhat affected by the breaking out of the small
PoX in our midst at two different times, compares favorably with that of other cities

Many of our pupils also have left our schools the past year, to work in the Shoe
Factory just erected here, This we fesr will be a permanent cause of reduction in our
school attendance. But ihe attendance cannot affect the character of our schools or the
quality of our teaching, and we feel justified in saying that they are, in the main, in a
prosperous condition; a condition not inferior to that of any past period of their history.
In fact the standard of our schools is gradually advancing, and in every grade, and in
nearly every school, there have been improvements in teaching, and more thorough work
has been done. No grade has partaken more largely of these improvements than the
Primary, and in no grade perhaps were they more needed.

The opinion that any person who has received a common school education is qualified
to teach a Primary school, has prevailed among us quite too long, and some of our
schools have suffered in consequence. The true interest of these schools requires the
very best teaching talent, and it is absurd to expect a young and inexperienced teacher
to teach one of our large Primary schools, with any degree of success, without some
special preparation.

A merchant would not think of trusting his business in the hands of another, because
he had graduated from some college. Special preparation and a little experience in the
business would be of far more value in his eyes as a recommendation.

Heretofore we have generally employed graduates from our High School as teachers of
our Primary schools; and this we think is well, as it induces many of our scholars to
complete the course and graduate that otherwise would not. Although we may justly be
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proud of our High School, and of the work there accomplished, yet the education ob-
tained is of so general a character, that it does not specially fit cne for teaching. The
pupils are required to receive instruction, not to impart it, and before they can become
teachers, they must learn to impart, either by special training or by actual experience.

We would recommend, therefore, that those graduates desirous of becoming teachers
in our ecity, before offering themselves as such, should attend svme Normal school, where
they will receive such instruction as will in some degree prepare them for their work.
Or, if unable to de this, we would recommend that they should select one of the best of
our Primary schools, and attend it one or more terms, as constantly as the pupils do,
taking special notes, and frequently assisting the teaclier in her labors, or taking charge
of the school a day or part of a day at a time. Accurate and skillful teaching in this
department is of the greatest importance, Here the foundations are laid on which the
whole superstructure is to be built. Here the germs which are to produce all the cxu-
berant growth of a future education, are first wakened into active life by the genial
infiuence of the true teacher., When the facultics of the mind begin to unfold, curiosity
leads the pupil to ply his teacher with questions, and that school may be said to be in a
healthful condition whose pupils ask questions that even the teacher cannot answer. If,
Jjust here, some new truth is unfolded to the mental vision, pleasing emotions are excited
and impressions deep and lasting are made upon the memory. .

While the mind is in this plastic condition, the teacher should inculcate a Jove of
study, and the habits of attention and punctuality should be establized, and although
the teachirg is ehiefly oral, the pupil should be taught Aow to study. We would not,
however, be understood to underestimate the training of the outer faculties, the senses.
One-half that is learned in our Primary schools is learned by observation. There is no
reason why certain characters should represent certain sounds or certain numbers, nor
why combinations of them should represent certain ideas, except that they are so used by
common consent. The most of reading, spelling, geograpby, &e., that is learned in our
Primary schools, therefore, must be learned by observaticn. When we read, we recog-
nize the words by cbservation, and judge of the matter by recollection, comparison, and
reflection. Ag in this case observation acts first, so should the child first be taught by
observation. Order or arrangement should be strictly observed in teaching, so that the
pupil will have the benefit of association in calling to mind that which otherwise could
not be recollected, but strict care must be taken that this does not degenerate into mere
¢ rote recitation.”

Now these, and a hundred other things, should be somewhat understood before one
attempts to teach; and even then difliculties will arise, which will almest overwhelm the
inexperienced.

But something more than a good education is necessary to make one a successful
teacher. R

We teach and we are taught by something that is never uttered in language. This
teaching, noiseless and constant in its operations, is charged with moral power, and is
most potent in its influence upon the character of the taught., A well tempered soul, an
acute moral sense, a keen appreciation of honor and justice, a love of truth, all beam
through the eye, modulate the voice, and animate the whole being, and all within the
reach of its influence, except the most obdurate, are permeated by it, and melted into
harmony and obedience. A bond of sympathy is thus established between the teacher
and pupil by which the teacher’s labors are made easy, and the child’s duties a work of
love. Our children are being educated, every day, morally as well as mentally, and
they recognize the moral qualities of every act that comes under their observation as
accurately as *“ children of a larger growth;” and it is as impossible for them to dwell in
an immoral presence and not be contaminated thereby, as it is to live in an impure at-
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mosphere and not be affected by its poisons. With few exceptions, ““as is the teacher,
€0 is the pupil.” If the teacher is interested, punectual, tidy, and loves to teach, the
pupils will be interested, punctual, tidy, and love to be taught. If the teacher is not
interested, cften tardy, and sometimes absent, and always seems to be waiting for ¢ some-
thing to turn up > that school may not keep, then the pupils will be heedless, tardy,
often absent, striving to enjoy that life and energy outside, that is wanting in the school-
room.

Much honor is due to those teachers who have made earnest efforts to elevate the
standard of scholarship in their schools, and to render their instruction more efficient
and practical. Esteeming their profession an honorable one, full of grave responsibili-
ties, they endeavor to fit themselves for their work, by constant study and careful pre-
paration. The lessons for the day are carefully reviewed before the work commences,
and thus all the teacher’s time and attention can be given to the school, and the recita-
tions. Anecdotes, illustrations and stories are ever ready to render the lesson pleasing
and attractive. A generous rivalry exists between the teachers of the same grade,
which is kept alive by allowing each teacher one day in the term, to visit other schools
of the same grade. This rivalry is shared by the pupils, who do their best to support
the honor of their schools.

TruaNcy. One of the most troublesome and difficult matters to be dealt with in con-
nection with our schools, is truancy; and but little will be done to remedy this evil,
until it is made the special duty of some person appointed by the city to take this whole
matter in charge. He should be required to call at each school-room at least once a
week, at first, and procure a list of all truants, then hunt them up and thoroughly in-
vestigate their cases. There may be some children that are sent to school by their par-
ents, who never reach the school-room door, and others who are not sen# at all because
their parents are unable to properly clothe them, pride forbidding their asking for
assistance. Others still are kept at home by their parents that they may assist in maian-
taining the family, thus being robbed of their ¢ birthright for a mess of pottage.” A
little pecuniary aid, kind advice and gentle reproof, no doubt, would send many of these
to the school-room. One month’s energetic labor by a “live man,” at the opening of the
next term of school, would set all right. Then the teachers could notify him of any
delinquency by dropping a note in a box at his office prepared for the purpose.

J. F. MERRILL, School

A. L. TYLER, % Superintending
G. M. HICKS, Commuittee.

» KENDUSKEAG.

Equar RiceEs. Under the present town system all the schools have equal
advantages, as their terms of schooling are equalized without depriving any of their
rights or privileges. In addition, all the scholars of the town, sufficiently well advanced,
are admitted to the privileges of the high school. Although the number availing
themselves. of this privilege was not so great the past year as it might have been, or
probably will be in the future, yet those living more remotely from the centre, who did
attend, were well compensated for their effort.

Visiming THE ScHooLs. The interest of parents in the instruction of their children
has not been much manifested by their visits to the schools. I have endeavored to
induce such visits, but mostly without success. The number of visits made in the high
Bchool, both terms, was sixteen, mostly on the last day of the last term, and on
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Wednesday afternoons. The South school had twelve visits, probably nearly all young
persons, in the Fall and Winter terms. AIll the other schools report an aggregate of
three visits! Are the people willing to take everything on trust? Are they determined
that they will not see for themselves, and know what they are talking about when
canvassing the interests of the schools? If citizens would more frequently visit the
echools, and wittess what is there going on, they would be better qualified to judge of
the success or failure of teachers, and of the animus and faithfulness of supervisor or
committees. Until they do this they will do themselves most justice by being as sparing
of censure as of praise.

Numser oF ScHooL TerMs IN A YrArR. With many others I have been of the
opinion that three terms in a year were better than two terms in any school where the
terms would not be made altogether teo short, and I accordingly arranged for three terms
of eight weeks each for all the schools, except the High School. As it appears to be of
iittle use to thrust the school-house between the children and the berry pasture, in
berrying time, I arranged to have the summer term close with the ripening of the
strawberry. This arrangement appears to be a good one for the scholars, except when
parents keep their children from school to help in planting. Later in Summer they are
kept from school by the haying, and in fall by the later harvests, and I found that even
November was too early in the season to suit the convenience of some, while it seems
that in winter the wood hauling requires the labor of sowe scholars; so that it is impos-
sible to find time for a term of schocl between the months of April and January that
may not be interfered with by the labor of the farm. A simple inspection of the subject
will show that three terms are better for scholars whose services are needed partly on the
farm, than two terms. But on the other hand, I find that the system of three terms has
a serious disadvantage, and this is, in the employment of teachers., There may be
liability, as I have found, of disappointment in securing preferred teachers who want
schools of greater length. This matter merrits the attentive considerstion of whoever
has charge of the schools in the future. If I bave made any mistakes or blunders I
hope the Town will profit by them.

CoMPENSATION OF TEACHERS. Our worthy Governor, in his address to the Legislature,
alludes to the great difference between the wages of male and female teachers. He does
not notice one great fact which at present may perhaps account for much of this differ-
ence; male teachers average a much greater experience in teaching than do female
teachers. These last in great numbers, only feach at all that they may go better dressed
through the world, and very few of them tezch more than five or six jears at the most,
while it is not unusual for males to teach thirty, forty, or fifty years, even where it is
not the chief employment for life. As long as this remains so, there will always, per-
haps it should be said there ought always, be a great difference in their wages. DBut the
faithful laborer is always worthy of his hire.

In determining the wages of teachers, I have aimed to be just, avoiding niggardness on
the one hand, and profusion on the other; but preferring a wise liberality to an error on
the other side. The wages paid in the High School is $75 per month, and about the
same as heretofore. The wages paid to the other teachers has been from $20 to $28 per
month, averaging (exclusive of board, reckoned at $2 per week) $4.11 per week.

In determining the proper wages of a teacher, there are three principal elements which
should lead to a decision, viz: the time employed, the quantity and quality of the work.
No one can pretend that a young and inexperienced girl, could, in our South School,
earn wages at all to be compared with the real earnings of a competent and well drilled
teacher in the High School. My own judgement is, that twenty dollars per month in the
South School, especially for one who has spent neither time nor money to learn how to
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teach, is as liberal wages, in proportion, as the teacher of the Iigh School receives,
Better qualifications will always be worth, and will always secure, better pay. The
money raised and expended for schools is not for the pleasure, couvenience or benefit of
teachers, but for the henefit of those immortal minds which are entrusted to their care,
Let those who would teach look well to their qualifications. The time is coming fast,
when those who will not incur the expense of Normal instruction, in other words, will
not learn the trade and thus possess themselves of the best methods of teaching, will
have to accept such low wages as will show 2 greater difference than is now scen between
male and female teachers. Teaching is a trade, which, more than a mechanical trade,
requires gpecial instruction and drill, to produce the best work and entitle to the highest
rate of wages. As teachers are better qualified, they can demand of towns and school
officers a higher consideration, and they will hold a much higher position in the estima-
tion of the public.

Tue MeN or THE WoMEN., When I have listened to the excuses of men for not
visiting the schools, and adwmitted their validity, I ask, to whom shall we lock for this
kind of interest in the schools? And I am compelled to think that some public duties
ought, by general opinion and consent to be devolved upon the women, and there can
hardly be found a more fitting sphere for her usefulness. But now, for the most part,
they know nothing of the reports of the School committee, except by heresay, and it
maly be that they get the substance of those reports in very questionable shape. It will
be one step in advance when women generally attend town meeting to listen to these reports
as they are read, if for no other purpose. And we would appeal to the mothers of our
school children, to take some further interest in the schools which their children attend,
than merely to send them to school with clean frocks and faces Our women should have
an eye to the school room to exercise their taste upon it, in its order, cleanliness and
adornment. A vase of flowers is as beautiful and useful on the teachers’ desk as on the
pulpit at church. = Let us have more of the mind and hand and heart of women in the
school room.

The rank in study in the High School was graduated on the scale of 1 to 10. While
none during the past year, have come up to the perfection of 10, nearly the whole
school has ranked from 7 to 9; the majority ranking above 8. This isa good exhibit for
this school, and should stimulate the scholars to still greater efforts. Oune of the best
pleasures attending the supervision of schools is derived from the ability to speak a
good word for the boys and girls.

Tue Miutn Tax. The law abolishing the fifth part of the sum required by law to be
raised by the towns, and establishing a lien thereof, the Mill Tax, is one of the most
just laws on the Statute Book. Justice also requires that this provision should be still
further extended, as the inhabitants of the sparsely settled rural towns pay a far greater
per centage of taxation than the centres where the rich from all parts do eongregate.
Property throughout the State should be more equally taxed to support the schools
required by the State. Under the just provisions of this law, the town of Kenduskeag
is required to raise $154 less than formerly, for the support of schools, The Mill Tax
agsessed upon this town appears to be $171.23 The town must therefore in the future
pay $17.23 more than formerly. The town receives from the Mill Tax $273.65, making
& gain to town for the benefit of its scholars $256. In addition, the Savings Bank Tax
which comes to this town, amounts the past year to $72, to be doubled the ccming
year

It will be observed that most of the teachers the past year have belonged in town. I
believe this is not generaly thought the best practice. I was governed by necessity.
There are so many social; and other prejudices and animosities in every town, that young
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teachers especially, are more likely to succeed elsewhere, than in the town of their resi-
dence. DBesides, if one fails at home, it makes a far greater disturbance of friendly and
neighborly relations, than if that failure was of one not a resident. It is every way
better, both for teachers and schools, with few exceptions, that teachers should be taken
from cther towns. In the teachers employed the past year, I have had better fortune
than one would reasonably expect.

R. BLACKER, Supervisor.

LUBEC.

e will pot go into the usnal details and statistics of each separate school, for we
have not the time, and before we should have done with the twenty or twenty-five
schools in town, yonr patience would be exhausted. We have had more than the usual
amount of schooling, and this of itself denotes progress, and we wish that some plan
might be devised by which the benefits of longer schvols may be afforded to every
scholar in town, especially those in the small and sparsely settled districts. You are
aware that the State Superintendent very strongly advocates the abolition of the whole
district system, and allowing to all scholars equal rights and privileges in the schools.
He presents some very strong and satisfactory reasons for this measure, and certainly
there iz no just reason why a scholar who happens to live in distriet Neo. 2 should have
but twenty weeks schooling, while one living in district No. 1 has forty., Our school
tax is based upon property. It is a public burden voluntarily assumed for the benefit of
all, and all are equal in the eye of the law, and so declared to be in the verycharter of
our liberties; therefore, the mere accident that a gcholar lives on the east or west side of
an arbitrary line ought not to deprive him of the opportunity to prepare himself proper-
ly and intelligently to discharge the duties of an Awmerican citizen, and honorably to fill
any position to which he may be called. This iz a subject worthy of your sericus
consideration, and requires more time thoroughly to amplify than can be given to it in
this report. While we say in general terms that our schools on the whole are in healthy
and presperous condition, that the teachers have all been faithful and labored to the
extent of their ability for the advancement of the scholars, and that as a class they are
as faithful public servants as we have, it is proper alsp to remark that neither our past
nor present condition is a just standard of comparison. We should never rest satisfied
till they come up to our ideal of perfection. From our present elevation we may desery
lofty heights yot to be reached, unattained but not unattainable, the very glimpse of
which should inspire us with courage and determination to press on till we cccupy the
vanguard of educational progress. An examination of the various school registers
shows a large percentage of tardiness and irregularity of attendance, and a consequent
loss of instruction, and injury inflicted upon the schools by disturbiug the arrangement
of classes and imposing extra labor upon teachers in trying to bring these delinquents up
with their recitations. We think we are not extravagant in saying that fully twenty-
five per cent. of our school progress is wasted from this very cause. In every school
district there are some families that do not appreciate the privileges of school, and keep
their children away for the most trivial reasons, or ullow them to follow their own idle
inclinations and go and come as they pleage. It is not strange that many educators are
urgently advocating compulsory attendance ag the only effectual remedy for this crying
evil. If the law makes it the duty of towns to provide for the education of all its
children, it certainly implies the corresponding right of insisting that they shall attend
upon the means of instruction. The great law of self-preservation certainly confers
upon society the right to protect itself against this army of idlers and vagrants, that if
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not educated in the school room, will be in the streets, only to graduate in our jails and
penitentiaries, for it is from this class largely that these institutions are supplied. They
have & saying in Germany, that the scholar is due to the school, and they carry it into
effect by requiring that they shall be there. It should be made the duty of some officer,
and he should be clothed with authority to carry this thing into effect. Another
requisite for successful teaching is that our school rooms should be supplied with some
apparatus for illustrating the branches taught. There is but one school house in town
that has a globe and a few outline maps; whereas, every school house should have a
globe, and its walls hung with outline maps and reading charts. It is found by practical
trial in the school room, and is sanctioned by the opinions of the best educators, that
they are necessary and useful to the teacher in the prosecution of his work, and expedite
his Jabors as much as do the modern and improved appliances in any other department
of human effort. They multiply the teacher’s power to a degree which carrct readily be
appreciated by those not acquainted with the business of teaching. There should also
be entire harmany and concert of action between Committee amd agents with reference
to the employment of teachers. As the Committee are by law constituted the final
arbitors to decide upon the fitness of the candidate, and by their acquaintance with the
gchools are presumed to be best qualified to judge in the premises, it will greatly facili-
tate matters and relieve your Committee very much to have the several school agents
confer with them before employing their teachers. If possible the teacher should be
engaged some time beforehand, for when he arrives late it may be on Saturday, and
school is advertised to begin on Monday. There is then no time for exawination,
and nothing but the baldest incapacity would induce the Committee to interpose their
veto.

Your Committee would recommend the adoption of some measures for the immediate
establishment of a high school in our village. The present time seems very favorable
for the initiation of a plan that shall result in establishing upon a a firm and enduring
basis a school that shall be at once a blessing to the present and cuming generations,
and a source of just pride to every public spirited citizen in town. If it be cbjected
that our children already have better advantages than their parents had, and that we
are 28 well off in respect to educational matters as surrounding towns, the ready reply is
that this is an age of progress, and that we are not content with simply following in the
footsteps of our illustrious predecessors in other matters, nor should we in this. Our
motto should be ¢ Onward,” ¢ Excelsior!” As a matter of financial cconomy it is the
cheapest thing the town can do to establish a school in which our young mer ard women
can fit themselves for any calling in life; where those who wish can prepare for college,
and in which we can raise up a crop of trained teachers sufficient to meet the wants of
our own town, and have a surplus to send abroad. The legislature has very wisely, as
we think, passed an act providing for the payment to towns complying with the con-
ditions, a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars (equal to that raised by the town), for
the support of a free high school, If we neglect to avail ourselves of the benefits of this
provision, we shall act a very niggardly and suicidal part. A great many towns have
already complied with the requirements of this law, and it is earnestly hoped that we
shall not fail promptly to secure to ourselves the consummation so devoutiy to be wished.
If we would not court the unenviable nctoriety of being indifferent to tho welfare of our
children, and behind the times, let us not hesitate at once to adopt a liberal and far-
seeing policy. We shall thus show that we are abreast of the age in which we live; that
we believe school houses are cheaper than prisons, and that faithful and competent
teachers are the most efficient and economical police that we can support. A very wise
man said long ago that, ¢ there is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” Let not the present expend-
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iture of a few dollars be withheld, or grudgingly bestowed, when the prospective benefits
aceruing therefrom promise so largeiy as they do in this case. If he who makes two
blades of grass grow where but one grew before is accounted a public benefactor, doubly
honored shall ke be who by word or vote or material aid shall assist in giving to the
rising generation free access to the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. that are now
beyond their reach. The time has already come when no town or village as large as our
own can remain destitute of a free high school, without suffering both in character and
reputation,

The press is educting the mass of the people up to a high plane. Every man, and
woman too, can find in the daily and weekly papers, which are scattered like the leaves
of autumn in every household, a medium for giving to the public the best considered
and most mature thought; and they should be prepared to improve the opportunity, and
thus contribute their part to the sum total of human knowledge and happiness.

How shall the teeming hosts already engaged in the battle of life, as well as the
unborn millions who shall in due time come forward to fill the places of those who are
continually falling in the strife, be armed and equipped for the duties of life, unless the
key of knowledge is given to them, and they are taught how to use it. A high school
free to all has become a. necessity. We can and must have it. Our brethren are already
in the field; why stand we here idle? Side by side with the church, should its spire
point heavenward. In the eloquent words of Daniel Webster, as he stood at the base of
Bunker Hill Monument and laid its corner stone, and in vision saw that splendid shaft
towering aloft, an enduring monument of the brave men who fell on that hallowed spot,
¢ Let it rise till it meet the sun in his coming; let the earliest ray of the moraing gild
it, and parting day linger and play on its suramit.” So we say of the high school house;
let it rise as an evidence that we are worthy descendants of the Pilgrims who erected
the church and the school house as the faithful custodians of that liberty for the
establishment of which they offered up their lives.

Times change, and we change with them. What answered the purpose a quarter of &
century since, or even a decade, will not meet the wants of to-day. New and improved
modes of teaching, a wider range of study, and a better acquaintance with the machinery
of government on the part of the masses, demand a corresponding breadth of culture in
our law makers and rulers.

As we rejoice in all the blessings of civil and religious liberty procured by the labors
and sacrifices of our fathers and bequeathed to us as their children, so let us labor to
transmit them, not only unimpaired, but greatly enlarged and improved, to our
posterity.

The subject of education is by common consent one of the most important and far-reach-
ing in its influence that can occupy the attention of the human mind. It lies at the basis-
of all free governments, and is the only sure guaranty of the establishment and perpetuity
of republican institutions. We use the term education in its largest sense, as embracing
the complete and harmonious development of the physical, mental and spiritual faculties
of the young of both sexes. The truth of this proposition is beautifully expressed in the
adage, that,

¢ 'Tis education forms the common mind;
Just as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclined.”

In the light of this truth jt is evident that the foundation should be laid broad and
deep in youthful minds, in order to form a solid support for the subsequent growth and
expansion of heart and intellect. To do this successfully the teacher must of necessity
be thoroughly acquainted with the science of montal philosophy. He must understand

6



89 COMMON SCHOOLS.

the laws which direct the unfolding and expanding powers of children and youth, that
he may wisely and profitably direct them in the pursuit and acquisition of knowledge.
He should never lose sight of the great truth that he is operating upon the most sensitive
and complex piece of mechanism ever entrusted to human hands, and that he or she, as
the case may be, is constantly impressing his or her own mental and moral constitution
upon the susceptible nature of childhood, and exerting an influence that will continue
to mould and guide and possibly determine for weal or woe the whole course of after
life. Let not this fearful consideration deter the faithful teacher in the discharge of his
duty, but rather let it stimulate him to & more thorough preparation for his calling,
that like a skillfull architect he may build wisely, and by the product of his skill and
fidelity prove himself a workman that need not be ashamed; and though his reward here
may not be commensurate with his deserts, Lio may be cheered by the conscicusness that
he has been the active and intelligent agent in guiding and directing in their prepara-
tion for the duties of life a generation that will rise up and call him blessed. When the
weight of years presses heavily upon him, and failing powers and fading honors remind
him that he is soon to be dismissed, he may with just pride point to a noble company of
intelligent and useful citizens and say, ¢ these are my pupils.”

The great variety of text books now in our schools is o serions hindrance to the
progress of the scholars and a soures of perplexity and annoyance to the teachers. These
different editions of arithmetics and grammars necessitate a like division and subdivision
of clagses; thus obliging the teacher to spend as much time with, each separate class as
would be required by three or four, if they had the same books and be combined in one
class, The most effectual remedy for this abnormal and unnatural elassification of
schools is to have the text books supplied by the town and at the expense of the town,
and distributed to the scholars by the teachers, under the direction of the school conmit-
tee. Wherever this plan has been tried it has worked admirably, and has afforded the
most grutifying results, enabling teachers greatly to simplify the classification of their
schools, and thus add materially to the teacher’s power. It has been found also to be a
.great saving of expense, as the books can be purchased at wholesale, and thus save
'several profits; besides, they can be passed from one class of scholars to another till they
are worn out, and being the property of the school the scholars will not feel at liberty to
.destroy them as if they were their own, and the teacher could hold each scholar respon-
-gible for the proper care of the books intrusted to his care.

The more we think of it the more thoroughly are we convinced that the present
-district system (or more properly no system) must soon give place to something more in
-accordance with the spirit of progress which is supplanting obsolete ideas and institu-
‘tions, and substituting in their stead something far better. The concurrent testimony
-of those towns that have abolished the school districts and made the town the school
wnit, is that the new arrangement has more than realized the expectations of the most
-sanguine advoeates. It has been found to work equally well with the town plan of
-supplying text books, and nothing could induce those towns which have adopted either
-of these improvements to return to the old order of things. It must be obvious to every
one who has reflected at all upon the subjeet that there are great advantages arising
from the town system as compared with the district system. It is manifestly a more
-equable mode of distributing the burdens of educating the rising generation, which is
alike the duty and interest of society to see that it is well and faithfully done, The
benefits patent to the most casual observer are longer schools, fewer and better school
houses, better school furniture and appointments, better teachers, and of course better
teaching; an equal chance for those who live in the rural districts with those who live in
thickly settled portions of towns and villages, and a hopeful promise of better things
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yet, in the good time coming. We trust the time is not far. distant when our citizens
will be convinced that we cannot afford longer to postpone the adoption of a measure so

manifestly conducive to success.

HIRAM COMSTOCK,
G. W. PEAVEY, 28. S. Committee.
M. P. LAWRENCE,

BUCKFIELD.

The schools for the past year have, in general been successful; though in one or two
instances there have been failures. We are unpleasantly impressed that our system of
education is far inferior to what it ought to be, and does not compare favorably with the
schools of many other towns with no greater wealth and opportunities than our own.

This condition of affairs, we believe is due to the general apathy of the people in
regard to the cause of education.

In many districts no special interest is manifested in schools, and agents often fail to
do their duty, and consequently we have poor school-houses and poor furniture. Every
person is, or ought to be, more or less interested in the cause of education, and if every
one would throw aside all personalities and do a little in this direction, the result would
soou be seen. When we realize that public schools are the basis of our good society,
and that it is true economy to use a portion of our money for their support; when the
interest of the parents is awakened in this direction then the children will feel a
keener interest and a higher system of education will be reached.

S. C. ANDREWS,
ALFRED COLE, }S. 8. Committee,
JOSEPH CALDWELL,

RAYMOND.

Our school revenues the coming year will be greater than ever before. The mill tax
adds about one dollar to each scholar’s part, while the savings bank tax, payable July
1st, 1873, will be about double that of last year, comprising as it does a whole year’s
income; while last year the payment embraced the income of only six months. With
these increased revenues in our hands, it is our duty to do whatever lies in our power to
promote the welfare of our schools.

As district agents you should make the school-rooms attractive and comfortable places
for parents, teachers and pupils. Let them be well furnished with maps, blackboards,
globes, useful ornaments and encouraging mottoes. These articles can be purchased at
a trivial expense, and may be productive of great interest and profit te the scholars;;
for they will love a pleasant school-room, and will doubtless be more punctual and eon-
stant in their attendance at school.

Be very careful in the selection of teachers, that they are chosen for their ability to
teach and govern your schools. Hold your district meetings the first of April, that you
may be able to make an early selection. Consult your Superintending Sehool Committee
in the choice of teachers, and be sure that they present themselves for examination at
the meetings appointed.

As parents, you should heartily co-operate with your school officers and teachers in their
work for the success of our schools. Try to impress upon your children the importance
of punctuality and constant attendance at school, since absence and tardiness are serious
obstacles to their progress. Visit the schools often and let the teacher feel that you have
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a friendly interest in their labors. Schools that are frequently visited by the parents
are more interesting than those that are neglected; for the teacher feels encouraged and
the pupils are ambitious to pass their examinations with credit.

You are all well aware of the provisions made by the last Legislature for the support
of free high schools in each town in the State. Would it not be well for this towr to
follow the example of many others in the State by voting to raise perhaps two or three
handred dollars and receive the same amount from the State, to be expended for the
support of a free high school in this town? We should avail ourselves of every resource
offered us to promote the interest of education and give ‘the subject the attention which
its importance demands. :

GEORGE SYLVESTER, Supervisor.

CASTINE.

No question has come up so difficult to meet in school management as this one: ¢ What
shall be done with those young men who desire to attend school during some eight or
ten weeks of the winter months. Maiden ladies, ministers and normal schools have in
turn been tried, and no permanent arrangement until now has seemed available for the
purpose. The free high school law passed at the last session of the Legislature enables
the Committee to present a plan which can hardly fail to be acceptable to all. It is
proposed to remove the high school to the room recently occupied by the normal school.
There is a fine recitation room at command, and here under tho discipline of ihe high
school teacher an assistant may be employed, and thus ¢orn~cted with the high school
the very best accommodations and advantages can be provided ior this class of scholars.

J. W. DRESSEn, )

8. K. WHITING, ;S. N, Committee.
"D. W, WEBSTER,

SACO.

As a general rule the past year has been one of more than usual prosperity. Not that
all our schools have been alike successful, this is not to be expected—but there has been
less money wasted on account of failure than in some past years.

Your Committee are convinced of the importance of the faithful supervision of our
schools—the more faithful the better. Teachers and scholars will both be influenced by
it to greater efforts and attainments.

PARENTS are the natural guardians and instructors of their children. Their relations
constitute them the responsible parties in the case. They naturally and legally have
the care of them, and they are under obligations to educate them, or bring them up
properly; and notwithstnnding they have the facilities of schools to assist them in this
work, they are not thereby relieved from their personal responsibility. They have some-
thing more to do than to stand aloof and find fault. They should consider teachers as
their co-adjutors or servants employed to help do their work, and instead of hindering
or embarrassing them, as is too often the case, they should give them their sympathy
and co-operation, and assist them all they can. The least they oan corsistently do is
oceasionally to visit the schools, show their good will, and exercise a general supervis-
jon, as they would if they had persons doing any other important work for them. In-
stead of this, it is surprising to see how many pursue the former course of fault-finding
and make trouble for the teachers., We venture to say that there have been more than
ten of this class to one of the latter. We hope that parents will see the propriety of
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giving attention to this great work of their lives—the education of their children, send
them constantly to school, and let their own presence in the school-room show their
interest where it will be recognized and appreciated, both by scholars and teachers, as
well as by your Committee.

Scroors. We have fourteen graded, and three mixed schools in District No. 1. At
the commencement of the Fall term, the new school-house on Spring St. was opened for
occupancy and the old house on Pleasant St. disposed of, which change gave us two more
schools.

The Primary schools now are seven in number—one more than heretofore. We have
two grades on Spring St., the Common, and Green St., and the scholars are promoted
from the lower to the higher as they are prepared. The schocl on Middle St. is of both
grades.

The Intermediate schools have been reduced to two. This was done by lowering the
grade and transferring the first classes in the three schools to the Grammar schools and
thus making room for the remainder in the two schools on Green and Middle streets.

The Grammar Schools,—Two new schools were opened in the new house on Spring St.,
which, with the others on Middle St., give us four schools. These are supplied with a
gocd number of scholars and are accomplishing a good work.

The High school at the commencement of the year received quite an accession of
scholars, but they have not received the apparatus recommended by your Committee in
their last report, which is very much needed, and we have not learned that any appro-
priation has been made for that purpose.

The Mixed schools in this distriet were in session during the Summer and Fall terms
with a very small attendance.

The Summer and Winter schools of the eight cuter districts have been in session as
usual, but with a marked diminution of scholars, several of them not havizg more than
half as many in attendance as they had a few years since, but they have enjoyed more
than an average prosperity. A good degree of interest has been manifest and harmony
has generally prevailed.

Scoonars. The greatest obstacle to successful progress lies with the scholar. If he
does not try, the best teacher in the world camnot make him a true scholar. Here is
where some of our schools fail. Too many of our scholars do not do their own thinking,
It is too irksome. They expect the teacher, or somebody else, to do it for them, and the
consequence is, it is not very well dane. No scholar és a scholar unless he learns to
think for himself. , This is his appropriate work and he must do it himself. He may
¢¢ ride a pony,” rely upon his money or position, and get everytling solved for him, and
explained so as to relieve him of the labor, but it will not answer. He cannot succeed.
It was found out long ago that ¢ there is no royal road to learning.” Nothing but
study, faithful, persevering study, will accomplish the end, and the sooner scholars,
with their parents, apprehend this fact and determine to make themselves, ¢ masters of
the situation,” the better, not only for them but for all concerned. Scholars who have:
a right object in view are very sure to succeed, and they give their teachers and parents
but little trouble about it.

Scuoor-Houses, A good school-house speaks well for any place, while a poor dilapi-
dated one tells another story. Our school-houses are now in a very good condition, with
one or two exceptions. The Sandy brook especially, and also the Loudon, need looking
after. District No. 1 has furnished itself with a very nice new house, which has placed
jtself somewhat in the predicament of the man with the very nice piece of new furni-
ture, that caused him to replace all the rest to make it correspond. Our houses now
hardly correspond.
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AgGENTS have more responsibility in our schools than is generally supposed by them-

selves or others. The condition of the school-room, the furniture and general arrange-
ments, depend on them. So does the kind of teachers employed, to a great extent. The
Committee have the power to veto, which it may not be best for them to exercise, except
in cases of evident incompetency, and also the power to expel, which is more difficult to
exercise. It isnot every person who can pass a good examination that will make a good
teacher; but when a teacher has earned a reputation in his profession it is the privilege
of the agents to profit by it and make sure of him. When once fairly installed, he
cannot be dismissed without friction and without danger that ¢ the remedy will prove
worse than the disease.” Agents, then, should make as good selection of teachers as
possible, and notify the Committee of the commencement and close of the schools, that
they may be properly visited.
- We would also remind the agents of the law requiring that ¢ Each school agent shall
return to the Buperintending School Committee in the month of April annually, a cer-
tified list of the names and ages of all persons in his district from four to twenty-one
years, as they existed on the first day of said month, leaving out of said enumeration
all persons coming from other places to attend any college or academy, or labor in any
factory or at any manufacturing or other business.”

Notwithstanding the improvements of the past, there is still room enough for more.
There is always room up higher for those who will go up and take possesgsion. May * Go
up and go on” be our motto for the future.

C. F. HOLBROOK, School

J. M. BAILEY, % Superintending
H. FAIRFIELD, Committee.

WINTHROP,

Another school-year’s work is done, and hereby is submitted the report; and although
I may not feel that I do it with entire satisfaction, yet I do feel that there is reason for
gratitude that we have come through the year as well as we have. Our school work is
a great work, and a work in which we need not hope to do other than make haste slowly.
So it has been, and so it must continue to be. Great improvements may be made, as
there have been, in the means and processes of education, which would seem at first
view to obviate the old tread-mill way of getting on, but the second, sober thought,
brings us face to face with the fact that we have still the same old fashioned
material to work upon, and that all the inventions and devices of men can never make
that fast which nature has decreed shall be stow. But our schools are growing. Though
much growth may not be seen in a term, or in a year, as the terms and the years are
added one to ancther, the growth is developed and stands out in bold relief. It is
interesting to observe this growth, as one can, who follows the terms into years, and the
years into a multiplication of years.

In most cases the past year our teachers have done well. Two have made failures.
For this no one may be directly chargeable. Such cases may be expected sometimes.
Still something may be learned from these cases. Inexperience and want of adaptation
were the grand causes of these failures; and to this fact I would call the attention of
school agents, requesting them not to throw the burden of passing upon the external
qualifications of candidates for teaching upon the Supervisor. It is the duty of Agents
to judge of the natural qualifications of applicants, and to learn the extent of their
experience, and then if they are not satisfied let them say so, and not engage them and
gend them to the Supervisor.
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There is one other thing I wish to simply hint at, and that is the state of some of our
school houses. School houses are educators, as well as the teachers and books that are in
them. They should therefore be comfortable, pleasant and attractive. Parents would
not keep their children in such rooms at home as they oblige them to occupy week after
week, and month after month, in some cases, at school. Hardly too much can be done
in this direction. The matter is an important one, and should receive prompt attention.
Make the school houses good educators, and we shall have better schools.

But I forbear. Gathering encouragement and strength from the past, let us work on,
feeling that our work is not in vain.

A. BRYANT, Supervisor.

SKOWHEGAN.,

In reviewing the labors of the teachers who have served us during the year we find
many who have been faithful and conscientious in the discharge of their duties, and are
well deserving of the praise we cheerfully bestow upon them; but there are cthers who
are less deserving of praise. They enter upon the profession of teaching with little
arithmetic and less grammar, no general culture, no system, no method ¢f instruction.
In company with their scholars, they wander over the pages of their text bocks, without
jimparting instruction to their pupils or improving themselves; and your Comwittee, at
the annual meeting, report the schools as giving general satisfaction to the district.
During the past three years your Committee have had the painful'duty, in several cases,
of examining the same teachers once or twice a year for different schools in town, and
these teachers, instead of showing themselves from time to time more familiar with the
text books, and with the subjects usually taught in our schools, have actually shown
greater deficiency at each succeeding examination, Diligent study alone upon the
topics that occur in the progress of a class can furnish a teacher with information
adequate for his work. No teacher who has only a confused idea of the subject to be
taught can impart instruction to a seholar. But returning to our former standpoint on
the bright side of the subject, we have reasons for congratulation, that so few teachers,
selected as they usually are, quite at random, should be ranked among the unsuccessful,
80 many that are worthy of honor and praise,

It may be proper in this connection to remark that most of the distriet agents have
discharged their duties more faithfully, and have taken a deeper interest in the welfare
of the schools in their respective distriets than usual They have manifested an interest
in employing good teachers—the best to be had,—and have had some regard for the kind
of instruction to be given their children. If the teachers engaged by them on examina-
tion were not found qualified, they have manifested no impatience or dissatisfaction, but
have cheerfully undertaken the task of finding teachers better qualified. We heartily
commend their example to the agents who may be chosen for the coming year.

Texrt Books. The impression prevails quite widely among those not familiar with
the facts, that changes in text books are frequent, and that parents are, from time to -
time, subjected to needless expense in purchasing new books. In some cases, doubtless,
this feeling is just; but under the impulse of the active and progressive civilization of
the present day improvements are making, as well in the arrangement as in the selection
of materials for text books; the discoveries of the age are incorporated, simpler methods
are adopted, and whatever has become obsolete, is discarded. Books, like fashions,
become antiquated with all else in this age of change and improvement. When nations
cease to change their boundaries, when exploratious are no longer made, when discov-
erers are without occupation, when the world ceases changing, and mankind becomes
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fossilized,—then we can stereotype our school books, and no change will be required.
Change of text books is, therefore, at times, essential to the advancement of the schools,
stimulating the minds of the scholars, awaking an increased interest, and furnishing
alike to teacher and scholar, the gratification of novelty and conscious mental progress;
and it is the duty of the Committee judiciously to make such changes as shall secure the
best means of instruction. It will be necessary in this town to make a change in
geographies at the commencement of the present school year. The one now in use was
published some fifteen years ago. Since that time new States have been formed,
Territories sub-divided, new boundaries established, new branches of industry created,
and the whole mass of agricultural and manufacturing statistics, together with the
census returns, have been revised.

CoxncrosioN. In conclusion we commend our schools to the wise, generous and active
regard of our people, on whom rests the final responsibility for their success. They are
the hope, as they should be the pride, of our town. In them are the germs of ociviliza-
tion, education and all true progress. By means of them, we hope to make better and
happier men and women. By means of them, we hope to raise the standard of education,
to prevent crime, to advance the public morals. There is a ceaseless demand for the
exercise of vigilance and enthusiasm to keep our schools up to the full measure of their
duties and opportunities. May that vigilance never slumber, that enthusiasm never
abate.

R. B. SHEPHERD,
ALONZO RICHARDSON, % 8. 8. Committee.
. CHARLES W. SNOW,

In conclusion, we take this occasion to express our satisfaction as to the good condition
of the schouls during the past year. We think they have been fully up to the average
of former years. We also wish to impress more fully upon the minds of our citizens,
the necessity of selecting careful and judicious men for school agents; for in them more
than the Committee rests the education of our children. ~We think that very few per-
sons are at all aware how intimately connected are the choosing of a school agent, and
the character and usefulness of the schools for the year.

An agent holds an important place. The appropriation of the distriet’s money is in
his hands. He is to employ the teachers. Districts, in selecting their agents, should
select such perscns as are really interested in having only the best teachers, and who will
faithfully perform all their duties as agents. Perhaps there is no one thing more detri-
mental to the usefulness of our public schools, than the frequent changes of teachers.
When a teacher is successful, we believe they should be retained for several terms.
What if you do have to pay them an extra dollar a week, or a few dollars more a month,
if by thus securing them, you are sure of having a good school? We can remember
instances in this town, where teachers were retained for several successive summer or
winter terms,—though it was a humber of years ago—the schools yet show unmistaka-
ble evidence of the advantages they then received. But the old saying, * new lords,
new laws,” applies pretty well here. Of course a new agent must hire a new teacher,
no matter how well the former one may have done. This defect is one of the main
arguments in favor of the Committee hiring the teachers. We do not, however, by any
means covet the job.

There are many more subjects that we would like to present for your consideration,
but the length of our report precludes only mentioning them. The more important ones
are these: The necessity of parents visiting their schools; the irregular or non-
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attendance of scholars, and the poor, and we might say miserable condition of many of
our school houses. We hope you will try and remedy these defects the coming year.

Finally, fellow citizens, let us all individually do everything within our power to
elevate our public schools, for they are the best safeguards of our liberties, and their
products the best legacy we can transmit to the rising generation.

L. DUNBAR, For the Committee.

WESTBROOK.

In the apportionment of the school fund, the Committee, as well as the municipal offi-
cers labored under the impression that the mill tax would not be distributed among the
several towns until July, 1873, but it was received in January, although it has not been
apportioned among the several districts.

The citizens of No. 6 made arrangement for the repair of their school-house and sub-
mitted the plan to us. We examined the premises and proposed to acecept the plan,
providing they would so enlarge and improve their lot as to make it suitable for the
wants of the district. The house after being repaired, according to the design, would
be ill-formed and unattractive, and reflect no eredit upon the residents of the district.
We trust that these pecple, after taking a suber, second thought, will abandon their
present purpose, precure an eligible lot and erect a neat and commodious house that shmll
indicate to the traveler an intelligent and prosperous community. By so doing you
would present inducements which would attract your children to school instead of that
repelling influence which is exerted by the loathsome prison in which they are now
obliged to meet. By the tabulated statistics it will be seen that the evils of absenteeism
are still undimjnished. Those of us who have no childien are compelled to pay our an-
nual assezsments to educate these delinquents, whether they spend their time in school
or in places of vile resort. We have prepared for them the repast and invited them to
the feast. They and their guardians scorn our invitations. We believe the time has
come when the Legislature should empower us to sead our servants ¢ out into the high-
ways and hedges and compel them to come in.” In our last report, we advanced several
reasons why we should abolish district lines and combine the whole in one district. We
are aware that those who attempt to change our school system must meet strenuous op-
position; but while we realize the importance and appreciate the value of a sound edu-
cation, it is our imperative duty to use all our efforts for its immediate advancement.
Presuming that you have weighed the advantages of the change and seen the inconsisten-
ey of these arbitrary lines, we trust that you will so act at your annual meeting as to
confer upon each scholar in town equal school privileges. The town loses no authority
by the change. It only assumes the power it has by its own act delegated to the differ-
ent districts. By adopting this plan you ean have Primary schools in convenient locali-
ties for the smaller children, while the larger and more advanced eould attend those
schools adapted to their several acquirements and receive more and better instruction than
is afforded under the present arrangement. Is there any plausible reason why a scholar
in one district should have the privilege of attending school nine months in the year
while his neighbor whose guardian perhaps pays twice the amount of sechool money, can
have but five months? It may be urged that it would bear unjustly upon those in remote
parts of the town in compelling them to travel so great a distance. But would not the
advantages of a well classified school and the better facilities accorded to pursue their
studies, prove an ample equivalent for all this trouble?

The Legislature of our State has wisely provided that those towns who will establish a
High school and raise a sum for its support, not exceeding five hundred dollars, shall
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receive a corresponding sum from the Treasury of the State. Why will not Westbrook
manifest a corresponding liberality, establish a school in some central locality which
shall be accessible to every scholar in town of requisite qualifications? We need an
institution of this character. Its beneficial influences would be incaleulable. It would
create in our scholars a healthy ambition and prove an additional incentive for them to
labor that they might be admitted to its privileges. It would increase the number of
good scholars and develop talent which might not otherwise be called into action. It
would remove every obstacle from the path of those who are desirous of obtaining a
better education than is afforded in our ungraded schocls, but are debarred by the stern
band of poverty. This subject is worthy your careful and serious consideration. Large
sums of money are annually paid by us to private institutions to educate our children
abroad, which might be retained at home with equal satisfaction if we would avail our-
selves of our privileges and establish a High school in our midst. It would be an invi-
tation to those who are seeking for a home in which they can educate their children, to
take up their abode among us thus adding to our tax payers, buyers and consumers.

There are many intelligent men of limited means with large families of children,
dependent on their hands who are anxiously looking for a place in which they can edu-
cate their children while they obtain for them the necessaries of life by daily toil. 'Will
you hold out to them the proper inducements to come to us? You have adopted proper
measures for the development of your manufacturing industries, will you not manifest
ageorresponding interest in the development of the immortal minds of your children?

In conclusion we commit this matter to your hands, trusting that you will bestow upon
it that consideration which its importance demands.

CHAS. E. BOODY, Superintending
JOHN F. BEAN, School Committee.

VASSALBOROUGH.

Parents AN TeacHErs. However competent teachers may be, our schools will never
reach the highest point of excellence, until their efforts are supplemented and aided by
the constaut influence of the parents of the children under tuition. It is the practice of
many parents to listen to every complaint brought from the school room by their
children, and to censure the teacher for the enforcement of that discipline which is so
essentially necessary to a profitable school.

For the most trivial reasons children are withheld from school day after day, and not
only are themselves deprived of its advantages, but the entire school is broken in upon,
and its usefulness impaired. In order to raise cur schools to the highest point of
efficiency, parents must be constantly awake to the importance of their children being
regular and prompt in attendance, properly supplied with school books, and, above all,
obedient and respectful to their teachers. Very few parents take sufficient interest in
our public schools to visit them and aid the teachers in their arduous duties by counsel
and encouragement, ‘

Four or five of the gchools in town the past winter have been under the instruction of first
class teachers. The remainder have ranked from second to fourth rate. Many teachers
enter the school room with but a feeble comprehension of their duties—the only method
to be observed in their schools being a tiresome routine, with no instruction ever
imparted aside from that contained in the text books. To a thorough knowledge of
books, ought to be added a special training for teaching. This training can be had at
our Normals Schools. But few, if any, of our teachers have availed themselves of such
training. Any one who has attended these schools will tell you that the knowledge
obtained is invaluable.
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Scuoor Houses. Our village school houses—those at Vassalborough, East and North
Vassalborough—are each deserving of a special chapter to enumerate the particulars in
which they fail of being what they should be. Let it suffice to say that they are far
from being an honor or an ornament to their respective localities. The school houses in
other parts of the town are generally in fair condition, but only one or two are proviled
with maps, charts or globes. In many the black-boards are sadly in want of a coat of
paint, and in a few general repairs are imperatively demanded. I would urge upon
agents the importance of providing fer every school, globes, maps and charts, as far as
the means at their command will admit.

In GexeraL. I do not propose in this brief report to discuss the changes which are
necessary to the building up of our school system. This subject has been ably discussed
in the excellent reports of our State Superintendent, which I commend to your careful
consideration. Christianity and morality are the foundation stones of society, but they
are wholly neglected in our public schools. Would it not be well for our children to be
instructed there, as well as elsewhere, in the duties they owe to God, their neighbors

and themselves.
D. C. PERKINS, Supervisor.

LISBON.

It will be seen that our school system has expanded from originally eleven small
schools, and the same number of miserable old houses, to sixteen schools and twelve
houses, some of which are as good and well arranged as can be easily found. While
our schools, during the last year, have been generally successful and popular, the pic-
ture has still been one of alternate light and shade. While no school has been a total
failure, some terms have come very nearly to it. Several terms have fallen so far below
our ideas of what a school should be, and several teachers have done such imperfect
work, and disappointed our expectation so much, that nothing but the difficulty of se-
curing suitable persons to take their places, has prevented us from closing their schools
and sexding them home as unprofitable servants. Serious as it is to have schools imper-
fectly taught, or disorderly, it is still more serious to stop them unless it is absolutely
certain that a teacher can be found immediately who will make things better. We have
spared no pains or money to sccure the very best teachers in the market, but the stock
is not large from which to select, and many who have been recommended have not
proved as represented.

Mortifying as these facts are, there is still a pleasaut side to the picture. Very much
excellent, conscientious and effective work has been done in a majority of the schools,
and we scarcely expect to see some of them excelled. In many schools we have suc-
cceded in placing acceptable, earnest, faithful teachers every term, and these schools
have made unexampled progress. It is beecoming more difficut to furnish acceptable
teachers to the small than to the large schools. Some teachers who have succeeded ad-
mirably in large schools, in this and other towns, have found themselves almost power-
less to do good work in our small schools, on account of lack of numbers to inspire
enthusiasm, and on acccunt of poor classification—nearly every scholar making a sep-
arate class. Some teachers have made a mistake in thinking thut because the school
and scholars were small, government would take care of itself. Not so. The same tact
and management necessary to insure success and good order in large schools, are required
in swall schools, as many good teachers have discovered to their chagrin. We are
obliged to admit two things which are painful. First, the standard of discipline has
been conciderably lowered, in most of the schools, from what it was last year; there are,
however, some notable exceptions to this statement. Second, there has not been so
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much hard, persevering study as formerly. We cannot account satisfactorily for this
first disaster, further than to say that some of the best efforts of the teachers for good
government have been broken down and defeated by interference on the part of parents.
The second evil is largely the result of the first, though mostly due to want of ambition.

Lengthening the schools in the small districts has not worked so well in some of them
a3 might be expected. Some schools have the idea that the very faet of longer terms
and more schooling will put them ahead, if they don’t study mueh. This is a grave
mistake. Nothing but hard study and close application will make a school rank well.

Hard study seems to be a lost art in some of our schools. We have frequently found
bright, intelligent scholars, capable of indefinite progress, loafing along in one or two
studies—neglecting Grammar, with not enough to do to keep them out of mischief.
Inquiry into these cases shows that the teachers have urged them to take up more studies,
but ¢ father or mother says I needn’t.” Unless things mend in this direction, we may
spend our time and money in vain on schools, for we shall turn out nothing but intel-
Iectual dwarfs. It must not be inferred that many schools are in this state. On the
contrary, many schools are distinguished for application to study, and consequent pro-
gress, and are an honor to themselves and the town.

People frequently insist that our schools, with all their boasted improvements and
extra facilities, do not turn out so good scholars as they did twenty years ago. This is
humiliating, if true, but is there not a fair show of reason for it? Formerly boys and
girls went to school from the age of four to twenty-one and frequently twenty-three or
twenty-four. The ¢ back seats” were filled with young men and women who were old
enough to know the importance of education. Now, a scholar sixteen years old is a
rare occurrence, while one of eighteen iz a patriarch almost. Formerly, scholars re-
mained in school until they had sufficient maturity and judgment to understand the
reasons of things, but now all the teaching for a life time is crowded into the few years
between five and fourteen or fifteen, at a time when the mind can do little more than
skim over and through things of importance, without apprehending their deep signifi-
cance, or realizing that the things learned are for wuse instead of ornament. The most
encouraging sign of the times is the increased efficiency of our Primary schools, and the
improved methods of instructing small children in the schools generally. The improve-
ment in the matters of writing and spelling is full of promise for the future. We have
in our possession writing by children five or six years old, which is as plain and legible
—capitals and all—as much that is usually done by scholars ten or twelve years of age.
It is necessary to put only the most ingenious and patient teachers in charge of these
little ones. These are hard to find, and harder to keep, as they are in constant demand
at almost any wages.

Our Primary teachers have done very well indeed, and the children in their charge
show more advancement than any other class of scholars,—which is incident partly to
the fact that they begin with next to nothing, and have everything to learn. Many
suggestions and recommendations we have made have been faithfully earried out by the
teachers, and bave resulted in great progress, particularly in writing and spelling. It
is doubtful if any rural town in the State can show better writers or spellers than Lisbon
now has. Other suggestions have fallen flat upon unappreciative ears, particularly in
regard to Grammar and the introduction of new studies. What will be the state of
language in our communities presently, if more attention is not paid to this study ? The
Grammar Class of ¢ big scholars” which used to stop after school for an hour or so, to
discuss knotty questions in Syntax, is a thing of the past. A good class in Grammar is
a rare sight now, only three or four schools in town having them. The easier the books,
the more the teachers simplify their instruction, the more they teach orally, the less the
scholars seem to understand the subject. Unless Grammar is put forward as a thing to
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be studied, and made of more importance, our scholars cannot be expected to leave school
with any clear knowledge of language and its proper use. History is now introduced
into nearly every school, which is a step in the right direction. The outline maps fur-
nished to most of the schcols have paid for themselves already. More must be furnished
next year without fail.

Our school houses are now all neat and comfortable, except the Blake and Ridge
houses. An appropriation was made last year to repair the Ridge house, but it was
thought not worth repairing, and new furniture was purchased to make it comfortable.
This furniture will be all r8ady for a new house, which must be built next year. The
location ought to be changed slightly, so ag to afford a good lot and play ground. The
new house in the Thompson District is a model of convenience and comfort, and the size
and advancement of the school there amply justify building it.

We are puzzled to know what to recommend in the Blake District. The old house ig
not worth repairing, and should be located so as to take in a part of our scholars who
now go to Lewiston to school, The sckool is now so small that it is about impossible for
a teacher to keep up any interest. We made an effort to have these scholars carried to
the Newell school, as they could be carried and brought home for about half what it
costs to run the school, and the measure would benefit both schools, but some of the
people objected and the project fell through. A fear that the movement would result in
breaking up the district and discontinuing the school house, was at the bottom of the
objections., This fear is groundless, as there is a large territory in that vicirnity which
must be ancommodated with schocling near by.

The school house at Lisbon Factory is a unique model of inconvenience and discomfort
in its internal arrangements. Human ingenuity can scarcely produce a plan more prov-
ocative of trouble and misunderstanding than i3 here presented. But that a new house
must inevitably be built here in a few years, it would pay to appropriate money enough
to alter it, and thus put an end to the constant trouble occurring for want of a warm
ante-room, The outhouses and privies connected with our school houses, especially in
the villages, are a shame and disgrace to any race or people. Warned by the failure of
all attempts to keep them clean and decent at the Lisbon Falls house, and on account of
the difficulty of finding any person who would clean them, at a fair price, we have made
no attempt in this direction, as we do not wish to assume the duties of scavengers, when
the blame of this thing lies entirely in a neglect of early training at home.

This is a subject over which teachers have no control on account of its delicacy, but
we say to parents, in the name of Heaven, if you can’t bring up your children to obey
at home, so that a teacher can manage them in the school room, do #ry to instruct them
in the decencies of life so that they shall not endanger the morals and health of those
who are virtuously taught. We have listened with pain to the numerous complaints
from many schools, about vulgar and profane language, and indecent behaviour, by
boys, in the presence of young girls and small children. We warn these boys that an
outraged public sentiment will not long tolerate this demoralizing conduct.

What ! has it come to this, that a mother cannot send her darlings, who have never
known the touch of evil, whose minds are pure and whose thoughts are free from guile,
to our publie schools, without having them come back to her polluted by the actions and
words of these inhuman monstrosities, called bad boys? Must virtue die because there
is no one to defend our children from the baleful influence of thisevil? We call upon
every parent whose children’s minds are thus debauched, to hold up the offenders to
publio scorn and contempt, and visit them with the utmost rigor of the law. These vile
miscreants, who are sapping the very foundation of virtue, should be brought to their
genses by sudden punishment.

We lately received a communication from Mr. Tash, Superintendent of the Lewiston

a
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schools, containing a list of nine scholars who have attended school in the Pine Woods
district in that town. On investigation we found that five or six of them actually
belonged to us. For these they are willing to take per year the amount per scholar that
we raise, which will be a fair basis on which to settle these claims. Some of these
scholars can be taken into the Blake school house, if it be properly located when rebuilt.
The others cannot be reached, and must continue to attend these at present.

It is impossible to predict to what extent our schools may expand in a few years. We
have begun with a wise and liberal policy in school matters, which, if continued, must
soon place them on a level with the best in the State. From all reliable data, it is
evident that the school at Lisbon will be increased from seventy-five to ninety scholars
in a couple of years or less. This will involve the erection of a new school house there
soon. The schoals at Lisbon Falls have also overrun the capacity of the school house.
We have hired the old school house, and removed furniture enough there to accommodate
the primary sehool. This has resultcd beneficially in the establishment of the inter-
mediate grade. Thess three grades must be kept up, and can be run as at present for
a while, but a new primary school house will soon be a necessity. A primary school, or
assistant, has been necessary in the Plains school most of the year. Contrary to our
expectations, the expense of running the schools has materially increased this year.
This is owing to several caunses:

First. We have had two more weeks in every school than we did last year, and have
established two new schools, so that we have had four hundred and forty-eight weeks as
against three hundred and ninety-six weeks last year in town, an increase of thirteen
and one-geventh per cent. in schooling.

Second. We have paid higher wages to teachers, an increase of five and two-thirds
per cent.

Third, The price of board hag advanced rapidly having inereased slevan and one-
fourth per cent. In many districts it is difficult to obtain board, and competition being

" removed we have to pay what is asked.

Fourth. Some bills have been paid which were not presented in seasen for our report
last year, which accounts for the difference between the amounts reported due by us and
the selectmen.

Fifth. We have paid more bills to other towns for schooling, more for maps, charts,
and school supplies generally.

‘We have done the best we could, however, in all cases. Those who have given the
matter no thought have little idea of the difficulty of obtaining teachers at fair wages,
as compared with former prices. Those persons who formerly taught for $2 a week
and boarded at home, throwing in the board, are now engaged in more remunerative
business. No teachers are now available except those who make a business of it, and fit
themselves accordingly, and the demand for them is greater than the supply. High as
we have paid we have found ourselves overbid, and paying less than other towns in
many cases. We do not yet pay our teachers what an ordinary girl, without any
expense for fitting, or books, can earn per week in the mill or shoe shop.

. The passage of the free high school act should be taken advantage of this year. The
house at the Plains is centrally located, and has a vacant room in it which can be
utilized now with great profit, A fall term of ten or twelve weeks should be held
there. We recommend an appropriation to this end.

It is evident that it is of no use to look any longer to the Legislature of this State to
establish uniformity of text books. Year after year the State Superintendent has issued
the inquiry to the school committees in the State, * Can you suggest any change in the
school laws which will be beneficial ?” Year after year the response has gone back full
and hearty, ¢ Give us uniformity of text books.,” And still the desired end is as distant
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as ever. How can this be explained? The people are complaining coustantly about
the expense of school books, more than half of which is caused by their needless variety
and size. They are yearly sending men to the Legislature to look after their interests,
and still this most vital interest is smothered for want of votes. An agent of one of the
book houses said to us, ¢ This school book uniformity business is a humbug. It must
result in monopeoly. Our firm spent three thousand dollars last year, fighting it in your
Legislature ” IHow could they spend that money? What business have they to
meddle with the matter, if we want uniformity? Is it impossible that half a dozen
other book firms spent as much money in this business? Is it probable that this
money was spent in a fair, candid, unprejudiced discussion of the matter, in ascertaining
the wishes of the people, in sending a eommission to New Brunswick to see how the
thing works where it has been tried? Or is it rather probable that the ¢¢ stock was placed
where it would do most goed,” as in the recent Credit Mobilier business ? While our legis-
lators are casting their votes against our interests, who pays these book-firms $3000
apiece to enlighton their minds? Who pays them from two to four hundred dollars in
the way of disecounts in introducing a new set of bouks, to be afterwards paid back,
double, treble in the way of profits on the sale of them for the next five years?

Who pays three smart profits on a school book which might be furnished to the scholar
at nearly the cost of production? Who can’t move across the line, from one town to

There can be only one answer to these questions. WWe the people are paying these un-
necessary bills, and shall continue to do so until some plan is devised for our relief. The
free text book bill will not cover the whole case, although it will mitigate many evils of
the present no system. Then in regard to monopolies. Let us have a few and see if we
can’t manage them, We can stand half a dozen monopolies better than we can afford to
pay 50 per cent. profit on school bocks, and be obliged to take a dozen kinds we do not
want or need. We advise the town to watch the success of the free text book plan as
used in Lewiston and Bath, and adopt it at some future time if it be found adapted to
our wants,

Drawing, or ‘“ making images, for which they ought to be whipped,” as some over-
practical people term it, is progressing finely in our schools. Many small seholars can
now draw better looking horses, oxen, sleds, ploughs and houses than can be seen in the
roads and on farms generally, which shows that they are not only learning to draw, but
are acquiring better ideas of stock, tocls, and architecture than are geuerally prevalent.
We hope this useful and refining exercise will be fuhy encouraged and systematically
taught, so that not a seholar shall leave school unfitted to enter at once upon any of the
numberless trades and occupations which require a trained eye and skillful hand to
insure success and advancement.

We filled the vacancy on the School Board, occasioned by the removal of Mr. Mason,
by electing Albert Davis in his place. The death of Mr. Davis made it necessary to
elect ancther. We then elected Asa P. Moore, who declined. We then elected Alfred
E. Jordan, who has served until the close of the year. Two new members must be
elected, as the retiring chairman was elected to fill a vacancy. Hoping to see our town
school gystem so perfected as to take the unlettered child and leave him fitted, both
mentally and morally, for all the duties of this enterprising age, we respectfully submit
the above report.

E. H. GERRISH,
J. PHILBROOK, }S. S. Committee.
A. E. JORDAN,
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STONEHAM.

In presenting my annual report of the condition of our schools, perhaps it is hardly
necessary to speak separately of each distriet.

It may be said with regret that while we number one hundred and fifty-six scholars in
town, the average attendance the past year has been only about fifty-two and five-tenths,
Disaffection towards thé teacher, on tho part of parents, in one district, negligence of
parental duty in another, and a spirit of general unconcern in all, may be assigned as
the prominent causes of this defect. Regardless of the untiring efforts of your Super-
visor to the contrary, incompetency on the part of the teacher got into one of our schools,
from which, of course, the district sustained a loss. There is a manifest want of ability
in most of our young teachers to elucidate the principles on which ihe rules of our text
books are founded, and scholars leaving school with a mere smattering of rules may be
much in the condition of the followers of Desecartes, who is said to have been certain of
nothing except his own existence, and perhaps a few other self-evident truths.

Some of our agents, too, have beer delinquent during the past year in looking after
the well-being of our schools. In some districts wood has neither been seasonably nor
suitably prepared, consequently those schools have suffered during the cold season, and
their progress has been retarded. In this connection allow me to say that the school
agency is no unimportant office. Men are needed to fill this place who are awake to a
sense of the duties that devolve upon them. No agent for the past three years (so far
as I know) has made an annual return of his agency in this town.

But wiiie there are somo whom we may accuso of misdemeanor and omission, thero
are others among us who feel a deep interest in the cause of education, and are willing
to extend their efforts in its advancement.

We should regard the mill tax and the act in aid of free high schools as valuable
tributaries o bhe geneial curreni of educaiion in our State.

WILLIAM A, MANNING, Supervisor.

ELIOT.

In submitting this report, we are gratified in saying there has been nothing to seri-
ously interrupt the harmony and general advancement of the schools of this town during
the past year, and a fair degree of prosperity and success has attended the labors of
the different teachers; although with most of the schools there is much room for im-
provement, and need of more vigilance and care on the part of the people of the Dis-
tricts, to insure a better return for the expense incurred, and a higher standard for the
schools, We would respectfully call attention to some things, which, if attended to on
the part of the Districts, would, in our opinion, very much conduce to the advancement
and prosperity of our schools.

The school room which is kept in good condition, and well furnished with all needed
school apparatus, and which presents an air of neatness and cleanliness, has much influ-
ence in elevating the tone and improving the character of the pupils; while, on the
contrary, the one which has the appearance of neglect, lack of neatness and convenience,
has a depressing and pernicious effect on the spirits of both pupils and teacher.

There are several of the Districts in which the school-rooms need cleaning, painting,
white-washing, &o., also, curtains to the windows. It would be economy, and money
well invested, even if taken from the school fund, to also provide the school-rooms with
better furniture and facilities, such as black-boards, outline maps, and globes. Every
little attention and expense incurred by the Agent in this way, by rendering the school«
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room more convenient, wholesome and attractive, is money well invested, and will yield
& return of a hundred fold, in contributing to the improvement, health and prosperity of
the schools.

TeACHERS. After providing all needed facilities for the school-room, the most impor-
tant of all is to procure the services of a good teacher; and to secure such, we would sug-
gest to Ageunts, that the best teachers may be improved by attending the County Insti-
tute for teachers, which has an annual session in each of the counties of this State; and
that they would do well to make an effort to secure the services of such ag have availed
themselves of the facilities afforded by these Institutes, Although there are some
whose natural endowments render them superior as teachers and governors of schools;
still, even they may be improved; and we feel quite sure that no good teacher can afford
to neglect any means provided by the State, and brought within his reach, which will
add to his usefulness, and contribute to the success of his profession. There is, probably,
no office, or public employment, in which is needed a higher order of ability, or one
which is calculated to exert more influence on society, or on the destiny of the State,
than that of the teacher in the common school. The failures and lack of better success
in these institutions are largely due to the inefficiency or unfitness of teachers; there-
fore, the greatest care should be exercised in their selection. It is much better to make
choice of a good teacher at the commencement, than to run the risk of a change after
the school has been in operation even for a short time; but no school should long be
tolerated in which the teacher is unable to command the obedience of every scholar, so
that order, the prime element of every good school, cannot at all times be secured in
the school-room; for without order here, success is impossible.

ICHABOD COLE,
HORACE PARKER,}S 8. Committee.
C. H. GUPTILL,

NORTH BERWICK.

In presenting my report as Supervisor of Schools, I would congratulate you on your
general success, although with you regretting their brevity and other circumstances,
hereafter noticed, which have in some instances prevented that complete usefulness and
benefit always to be desired and sought in a department of public service of such vital
interest to a community as the Common School.

The form of this report will differ from that of my predecessors, and may from what is
expected; as I prefer to consider the schools, excepting statistical information which is
given in the annexed table, in the aggregate, rather than attempt a minute description
of each, thus avoiding much useless repetition, and yet accomplish the ultimate object of
a report in conveying to the citizens of the town such information in regard to their
schools as is suited to promote their future usefulness. The better place to discuss the
merits of each school is defore it, and the time to criticise a teacher is at the preliminary
examination, or while she is at work. A scathing report of the failure of a young
teacher, whose fault in assuming a teacher’s responsibilities, is not so much hers as the
Agent’s or Supervisor’s, is very damaging, and even if it were possible (which it is not
from the usnal data) to attain to exact justice, neither magnifying merit nor fault, it
were still better to apply the golden rule. It isa pleasure to notice in terms they deserve -
those teachers who have nobly done their duty, and have brought to the public service,
judgment, tact, and enthusiasm, together with that fund of information, drawn from
study, observation and experience, a fertility of resources to correct, restrain and interest,
a quick insight into and ready sympathy with the motives and impulses of children, and

(
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other qualities that combine in a good teacher. I have spoken of the worth of such
before their schools, and a corresponding recommendation is ever ready for them; and
on the other hand I have, in instances of but partial success, suggested to the teachers
such modifications of their management as the circumstances seemed to demand. It
would be unreasonable to expect equal success in every instance, cunsequently while we
may congratulate ourselves on the general prosperity of our schools, and the harmony
which has marked the relation of nearly all concerned, yet we must admit there are
different grades of excellence, and perhaps instances wherein, though there was not
entire failure, detailed criticism would effect injury, in discouraging the teacher, fostering
insubordination among pupils and faultfinding among parents, which the good to be
derived from such eriticism would not justify. Generally the discipline of the schools
has been commendable, combining firmness with mildness in such proportion that a good
degree of order has, in most cases been secured, through the scholars’ respect and love,
rather than fear of the teacher. No cases of dicipline have been formally referred, nor
complaints entered; the few suggestions needed by teachers have been offered and accepted
as helps, rather than criticisms, and the relations between the teachers, pupils and
Supervisor have been pleasant as could be desired.

There have been twenty-five terms, averaging eight weeks eaeh, of publie school, and
a term of twelve weeks private school, completed this year, and two district and two
private schools now in session, are progessing with evident profit and apparent satisfac-
tion to all connected therewith.

You will see by consulting the annexed table, that the usual studies have been
pursued, and in some schools either algebra, book keeping, history or physiology, has
received attention. In all these fair proficiency and progress have been attained.

Reading and spelling are universal among our scholars; branches in which proper
instruction is most difficult and most needed, forwiung the very basis of cvery good edu-
cation, and nominally prominent in every school’s order of exercises, they are yet most
slighted and poorly taught. One source of evil in this case, is ambition to advance children
to reading books entirely beyond their capacity, producing a tendency to mechanical read-
ing without the slightest idea of the author’s meaning, and a consequent lack of tone,
accent, emphasis, and all that is essential to good reading. If the much needed reform
is accomplished in this direction, its foundation must be laid by the primary teacher,
who should never be without normal training and marked ability, with untiring zeal
in securing, in every exercise, an erect posture, distinet utterence, correct perception,
and rendering, by means of emphasis and expression, of the author’s sentiments.

The same text-books are used as last year—the ¢ five years” prescribed by law not
having elapsed since their introduction; but, contemplating the bungling character
of gome of them, one is tempted to risk the penalty of that law, for the public good;
and I hope, when time shall make it legal, the public mind, duly weighing the subject,
will demand of the public servauts the adoption of illustrated text-books in all
branches, so far as expedient, as & good picture is to a child’s mind what the printed
description or demonstration is to one mature, and awakening interest, it efficiently aids
in the comprehension of the main points of either problem or story. Text-books by
different authors, and needless grades which the same author sometimes makes in the
same branch, are sometimes found, producing confusion, complicating classification, and
obstructing progress. The scholars are generally well supplied with books, yet, in some
instances, parents depend on their children ¢¢studying together,” when a book for each
would be by far the more economical. These defects can only be remedied by co-operating
of parents with teachers and committee, in their efforts to simplify the classification.

Of apparatus for the illustration of the different sciences our school-rooms are almost
destitute. No wall-maps or globes for the illustration of geography, except in No. 2,
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and there nothing adequate to the purpose. No apparatus for the illustration of men-
suration, evolution, philosophy, or peoruanship, and no libraries or books of reference, save
one copy of Webster’s dictionary. This is not as it should be. We should place a
dictionary, globes, wall maps, and charts in every school-room, and ten per cent. of a
year’s appropriation would be well spent for such articles at the expense of the length of
the school term; and if we must pay a trifle more per week for the services of a teacher
who knows how to use them advantageously we shall gain thereby, as certainly as one
month of a good is better than two of a poor school.

There are other causes which conspire to produce a state of things which, though un-
satisfactory, no committee can at once correct, and influences out of, as well as in the
school-room, which the teacher cannot control, though they rob her of success and the
school of its legitimate usefulness.

Good government is hard to be defined, though we may have seen happy illustrations,
and all admit is necessity. The best government is not the most rigid, but that which,
awakening the soholar’s self-respect, renders the sehool-room orderly, and brings to it a
refined and pure atmosphere. We have a right to demand that the moral tone of our
schools shall be as pure as the purest home, that our little children may enter them
without exposure to moral contamination; and important as a term of school may be to
any, and especially to a large and vicious scholar, he had better suffer its loss than for
many to suffer by his influence and moral turpitude. Some of our teachers have served
us nobly, shedding around them a pure moral light, whose sweet influence has been felt
and manifested in the moral growth and hue of all within the circle of their radience.
Such gain the confidence of their pupils without demanding it—enforce obedience without
commanding, and conquer the turbulent spirit without attacking, Self-respecting, they
cominand respect; self-governed, they govern others; combining high moral sentiment
with an earnest spirit, aptness to instruct, scholarship, sympathy with their charge, love
for and enthusiasm in their work, with normal training or experience. Such do not and
cannot entirely fail, and fortunate is the district whose Agent has rejected all others.
Yet in some instances all these combined fail to secure a model school. ¢ As the teacher,
so the school,” has merit as a maxim, but is not wholly true. Home government has
much to do with the government and order of the school-room. One writer says, *The
teacher sees his own image as in a glass morally, and intellectually reflected by his
school,” but the glass may sometimes be blurred by a cloudy atmosphere at home, and
the image thus rendered imperfect. A hasty judgement, a censure, an implied doubt of
a teacher’s method, may awaken in a child’s mind a spirit of insubordination that
destroys his suseceptibility to good influences, and by such means any inhabitant may do
much to make the school a failure or success. Hence we often see the best of teachers
achieving but partial success.

Other great hindrances to complete success, are tardiness and irregularity of attend-
ance. The statistics show nearly 1700 cases of tardiness, and that the absences equal
one fifth of the whole attendance, This frequent absence breaks the chain of study,
makes chasms in classes, gaps in recitations, and is fatal to uniform and orderly advance-
ment. The absent scholar must either lose his lesson or the whole class the time neces-
sary to repeat for his benefit, and at the examination the teacher finds to her mortification
and discouragement, that her most zealous endeavor to make the class acquit themselves
creditably is balked, by the faltering of every fourth member, whose frequent absence
and lost lessons now assert their importance by his very confusion. In some studies the
missing lesson or link seems to render the whole chain useless, and the unfortunate
straggler, catching only here and there a portion, though often more to be pitied than
blamed, since his absence or tardiness is frequently permitted or caused by his parents,
finds discipline and regularity of thought impossible, his interest in his lessons broken
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up, himself in the wake of his fellows, robbed of the golden opportunities that are gone
forever.

Shall we remedy these evils by compulsory education? Many will ery out against
this—that it is an abridgment of our liberties and an innovation upon old established
customs. But, ¢‘letting alone” is not always the height of political or social wisdom;
nor should any individual have liberty to detract from the public good, which demands
that the march of vice and all the ills which are the offspring or attendants of ignorance,
should be opposed by the barrier of universal education and morality.

I believe the argument is on the side of compulsory attendance, if people neglect or
refuse to improve as privileges the opportunities for education provided at public
exi)ense. The State provides for the education of all, and has a right to demand that
every child be educated.

Another reason why our schools, though as good as we have & right to expect, under
all the circumstances, are yet far below the true standard of excellence, isfound in the state
of the sheol houses, whose ¢ deplorable condition” was not one whit exaggerated in my
predecessor’s report for last year, to which I refer you for general facts; though it is my
pleasure to add that Distriets Nos. 8 and 19, have followed the example of No. 14, and
done nobly in the item of repairs, making very valuable improvements; and No. 4 has
contracted for a new building, which, if properly furnished, will be by far the best district
school room in town. Others are ‘‘let alone,” and there appears no change, save that
which has been made by the relentless hand of time—and the jack-knife., And some
there are where time and mischief have so long wrought on what in its best estate was
ill-adapted to its designed use, that I have given certificates with mental, and in one
case verbal protest, against the teacher’s accepting such miserable hovels for the scene
of their daily labor. I hope the good work begun in some districts will be continued
until our school houses, instead of being interior to the average, shail rival the best.
But the best way to accomplish this work is, first abolish the district system as it now
exists, the town taking possession of what school property there is, making such changes
and additions as the public need demands; building new school houses in such situations
as will conserve the interests of all; apportioning the expenses equitably, by making to
those distriets which have furnished valuable property a proper allowance for the same,
and reducing the town to one large school district, with the necessary number of school-
rooms, of suitable capacity and proper location to accommodate the children who could
attend them wherever their interests dictate.

Eminent educators, including our own State Superintendent, approve, our laws provide
for, and many towns have adopted this plan; and none having once tried it have gone
back to the old system. The certain advantages of the proposed system are, equal
aggregate schooling for less money, greater amount of schooling for each scholar, better
school houses, better supervision, better teaching, because each teacher could be assigned
the school to which she is best adapted, larger schools, and therefore more emulation in
the classes, more uniform and simple classification, more direet and uniform discipline,
permanent employment of the best teachers, freedom from district contention, and equal
privileges to the back sections. A natural out growth of the system would be ¢ Graded
Schools,” including High Schools for both sexes, wherein our young ladies might com-
plete their studies, and young men from all parts of the town might acquire a good
business education or fit for college without being obliged to go from home. We are a
growing community, and as such our needs imperatively enjoin upon us the duty of
looking beyond the present; but while progressive in other directions, we halt in this
till our school system and accommodations are wholly inadequate, When once established
our usual appropriation and fund from the State would maintain the system; and the
change, if once undertaken, will, I doubt not, prove less difficult, and the objections to
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it, if any can be found, less formidable than would at first appear, and it seems to me
that ¢“the greatest good to the greatest number,” as well as true economy, demaunds that
the change be made

I have spoken freely, fully, and perhaps tediously, of the faults of our schools, yet I
trust not in fault finding spirit, but to deliberately consider with you as one having like
interest therein, the need and method of reform. Our schools have been generally good
under the circumstances, but we should not forget, the circumstances in many cases are
unfavorable, and govern ourselves accordingly.

J. J. ABBOTT, Supervisor.

SCARBOROUGH.

The character of our schools depends chiefly of course, on the private character of the
pupils, and since this is formed mainly at Home, the success or failure of these schools
depends very much on the parents of the pupils. Well crdered and virtuous homes are
very sure to produce well ordered and happy schools.

Next in importance to parental influence stands that of school teachers, and few have
well considered the difficulty of securing really desirable teachers in sufficient numbers
to meet our wants. It is indeed a very easy thing for any committee to ascertain
whether an applicant for a teachership is well versed in our common school studies; but
no preliminary examination can possibly determine whether he is ‘“apt to teach” others,
and whether he can govern a school, or centrol even himself; whether he will prove
efficient, pleasant, and interested in the advancewent of his pupils, or whether he is
sluggish, ill-tempered, and interested only in his wages.

All this can be ascertained only by an actual trial of the candidate as a practical
teacher. Often have we been sadly surprised by the failure of some of our best educated
teachers; and no less surprised by the success of others who promised far less at their
initial examination.

But however deficient any teacher may prove when subjected to this, the abrupt closing
of a school before its time is always connected with many inconveniences and evils of no
little moment. For this reason school committees frequently allow inferior schools to
drag themselves on tediously to a natural death, instead of inflicting on them a sudden
and judicial one—solely because they- judge this to be *“ the least of two evils.” Perhaps
we have erred in this way, and we commend to your consideration the two following
suggestions. First, we suggest that our successor, in office shall make a more free use
of the guillotine than we have, in the case of poor teachers and unprofitable sehools.
Lastly and specially, we recommend that any distriet which has been so happy as to
secure a good and desirable teacher, shall by all means endeavor to retain that well-
proved teacher, instead of engaging annually some stranger, and securing a good one
only once in three or five years. There is little beauty, but much wisdom, in that old
proverb, ¢ Let well enough alone.”

H. G. STORER,

ROBERT McLAUGIHLIN, } 8. 8. Commiteee.

UNITY.

Our agents are not careful enough whom they hire; but they soliloquise on the matter
something like this: ¢ Well this is a small school and I ought to get a teacher in the
summer for $2.25 per week, and a man in the winter for $20.00 per month.” So he’s got
his mind made up just what he will pay and not one cent more. Perhaps he thinks it is
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his duty to hire the one he can get the cheapest, without regard to whom it is or where
he came from, whether erazy or foolish, (got him cheap.) He perhaps will say, ¢ Well,
$20.00 a month is more than I can earn, besides it is enough, and I shan’t pay any
more.” Well if you hang to it you will not have to wait long before you can get a
female for $2.25, or if you won’t give that, you can get one for the 25 cents almost, for
the country is full of teachers (or those who profess to be such) who have learned to
read and write a litle and think they can teach. They never went away to school; it
has cost them nothing for what little they do know, and they will %eep, not teach, for
what they can get. .

On the other hand we find that one that has fitted bimself for the profession has been
to considerable expense, (for we can’t get to school without cost) and therefore, cannot
afford to teach at so low figures as our agent wishes to give. So our best teachers are
crowded back and will not teach, or go away where they can get something for their
labor, and our country schools are filled up with the remnants or poorer class of teachers.
There are some exceptions to this, and we want more. We don’t have interest enough in
our schools. In order to have good schools we should all be interested, committee, agents,
parents, and teachers. Agents, you should hire none but the best of teachers, know some-
thing of their reputation as such before You hire them, pay them well, don’t banter long
to get off that 25 cents if you know it is a good teacher. Then, parents, take interest
enough in your children to inquire what they are doing at school, visit it yonrselves, and
if the school is not what it should be, have an investigation at once and have the teacher
routed (if he is to blame) before he gets all your money, then try again; but just as long
as agents hire everything that comes along, just because they can get them cheap, and
our committee let them into schools, just so long we shall have poor schools. If we have
got blockheads in our schocls, we don’t want blockheads to teach them, for if this.be the
case what can we expect but blockheads and knownothings. ¢ The blind cannot lead
the blind for both will fall into the diteh,”

If we have good teachers we shall have good schools, and pupils will be interested and
desire to attend, and will not have to be jawed or whipped twice a day in order to get
them to school. Again, if the teacher is not interested, the scholars will not care much
whether they go to school or not; but if they do go at all it will be to have a good time
generally and ‘“raise Ned,” as the saying is, with the teacher, and not for what they can
learn. Agents and parents, let us all unite and take a deeper interest in our schools,
and we shall soon see what the result will be in so doing.

N. C. PARKHURST, Supervisor.

TROY.

Our schools have accomplished full more the last year than usually falls in their lot.
We have had better schools on the whole, than for a number of years before. We can
attribute no other cause for this great improvement in the schools, than the careful
selection of teachers for the the past year. Better wages have been paid, and the result
of the experiment has proved highly satisfactory, for invariably, when the best wages
have been paid we have had the best schools. The wages of teachers are not yet where
they should be, by twenty-five per cent. There is a united effort on the part of the
majority of people in our town, and ever has been, to keep teachers’ wages down to the
old standard, $1.50 per week for females, and $16 per month for males, ~What wages!
What an incentive to encourage our children to fit themselves for teachers. And yet, if
teachers are paid wages that justly belong to them, if we go far beyond these old prices,
established by our great-grand-fathers, you will hear a great cry of hard times! Never
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can stand this, we shall become bankruptto pay such wages to teachers! If female
teachers were paid $4 per week on an average, and males $35 per month, as they should
be, we should have very much better schools than we now do. If teachers are thoroughly
qualified for their work, and labor with an earnestness and determination that always
wins, they certainly cannot afford to work any below these prices.

Poor school-houses and a total want of school equipments, have beena great detriment
to our schools. There is not a wall map or globe in a single district in town. School
districts make a great mistake in notAfurnishing more apparatus for the school-room.
More geography can be taught in one week by the use of a globe and wall maps, than
can in two weeks by the use of text books alone. Geography, as it is usually taught in
our common schools, is very ecasily forgotten. How often do we hear it remarked by
those who have been out of school two or three years, that they onee were good in
geography, but it is now all gone from them, they have forgotten it all. Why is this?
Simply because it was not taught in the right way. The mechanical, monotonous
method of teaching that very important branch of education, as it almost invariably is
taught, is no real benefit to scholars; but teach it practically, as it easily can be by
means of globe and wall-maps, and it leaves a lasiing impression upon the child’s mind,
that clings to him as long as reason retains her throne. The subject of poor school-
houses has been long discussed, and the necessity of better ones urged upon the people
by those who have preceded us, but much more still remains to be said if wo had time
and space to express our thoughts upon the subject. Out of eleven school-houses in
town, we have but four that are suitable for scholars and teachers to work in. The rest
are small, ill-constructed, low posted shanties; not large enough for hog pens, and too
low posted for cattle sheds. Such is the condition of many school-houses throughout the
entire State, as well as our own town, and such they will be until some modern reformer
comes among us with the eloquence of Cicero or Demosthenes, and fully convinces the
people that their duties and obligations to their children become more and more exten-
sive as they advance in this world of progress. They must be made to realize and
understand that their children must have better school-houses, pleasanter rooms, and
more school apparatus; then they will love to attend sehool, instead of despise it, as
many of them necessarily do, on account of being obliged to huddle together like so
many cattle into a little despisable hovel, with no convenient sittings or pleasant surround-
ings. We hope and trust that the time will speedily come when some measure will be
taken to arouse an interest in the people that will bring about these desired results,
Parents should be deeply interested in schools, not pass them by as though they were a
secondary object in life, continually whining and grumbling about the school, and find-
ing fault with the teacher, when they do not know what they are finding fault about,
Parents shguld visit their schools twice at least every term, especially when they think
the teachers are not doing their duties. ~Go to the school yourselves, investigate the
matter carefully, throw all prejudice aside, and you will find in nine cases out of ten that
your scholars made a mistake, they did not tell you as it was. If parents would do this
instead of staying at home and finding fault, schools would be much better than they
are. See that your children are constantly and promptly at school, employ the best
teachers, live, active ones, those that are qualified for their work and understand their
business. All take hold and work together, and perfeet success will erown the result—
a success of which we stand in need, and of which, when acquired, we may all well be
proud.

C. B. MERRICK, Chair. 8. 8. Committee,
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BOWDOINHAM.

The improvement of our public schools demands our earnest attention, and in no way
can parents do more towards this desirable end, than by frequently visiting the schools,
and thus becoming acquainted with their management, their wants and defects; and
showing to teachers and pupils, by their presence in the school-room, that they are deeply
" interested in the proper education of their children. It is the privilege and duty of
every parent to know how the schools are conducted, what the discipline is, and what
improvement his children are making. Visits should be made often, and without pre-
vious notice or warning. They will create no disturbance, but will do much to aid and
encourage teachers and pupils to greater exertions. Never express an unfavorable
opinion of your schools from reports of children, but learn if possible their true condi-
tion from actual observation in the school-room.

Many of our school-houses are neither comfortable nor convenient, and are unfit for
the purpose for which they were designed. The school-room should be kept in good
repair and made as attractive as possible. Every injury by cutting, marking, &e., is an
offence for which every one found guilty should suffer the penalty of the law.

Your Committee recommend that districts number 8, 11, 15 and 16, be united with the
9th district, and a thoroughly graded school established.

The advantages of a graded school are many, a few of which we will mention. Each
class has its specified work, and no advancement to a higher grade can be made until
that work is accomplished. Each grade can be reached only by passing step by step, all
the intermediate ground. The pupils of each grade have some definite object in view,
and the course to obtain it is not left to each one’s whim or caprice. From one grade to
another seems a long stride, and something worth striving for. Each branch of study
must be taken in its proper time and order, thus relieving the teacher of the baneful
effects of attempting or being compelled to teach any and almost everything at the same
time. A course of study should be established, which will secure the most systematic
mental developement, and will prove the most practical benefit to the pupil in the busi-
ness affairs of life. The union of these districts will afford means to procure the
services of a good male teacher, with such assistants as the wants of the school may
demand. ’

ROLAND CURTIS,
J. P. THOMAS, zS. S Committee.
F. W. WHITE,

STANDISH.

All agree that the best interests of the town require the right use of the m:ney raised
for the support of schools.

Since nearly all this money is paid to teachers, it is very important that we secure
those fitted by education, and adaptation for the work. This can be done only by giving
constant employment, and fair wages to those who have prepared themselves *for this
calling. The majority of our teachers are those who are preparing for some other busi-
ness, and engage in teaching for a few terms, simply to raise money, and consequently
have neither the training for, nor the interest in, the work, requisite for success. "When
they present themselves for examination, they often confess that, while attending to
such matters as relate to their chosen calling, they have neglected the branches usnally
taught in our common schools.

To have the right persons in the right place, and thus secure profitable schools, it
seems plain that either the office of supervisor or agent should be abolished, so that
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whoever employs the teachers shall determine their qualifications, and feel responsible
for the conduct and success of the schools. Having competent teachers, the matter of
text-books may safely be left to regulate itself.

Whatever differences of opinion may exist on other subjects, all must agree that com-
fortable and convenient school-houses are indespensable.

J. L. CHASE,
0. 8. SANBORN, %S. 8. Committee.
J. @&. STURGIS,

CUMBERLAND.

In summing up the results of the past year, it is a pleasure to be able to say, that we
have had some excellent schools. Where there has been an intelligent interest on the
part of the district, success has generally followed. Nct always, for the best efforts of
the agents will sometimes prove abortive through the unwise recommendation of
teachers. It isa lamentable fact that indifferent teachers can bring the most unqualified
recommendations. We are obliged to form an opinion of their fitness by our own
knowledge and interest, or by actual trial. It would be a safe rule for agents and others
employing teachers to place no dependence upon certificates, unless they are well
acquainted with those who give them, and even then there should be the greatest cau-
tion. The first and most essential requisite for a successful school is a good teacher.
The co-operation of parents is indeed necessary, but this is usually gained by an
instructor that understands his business. We cannot too earnestly urge upon the citizens
of this town, the importance of sparing no pains or money in obtaining the best talent
and culture that can be found. In these days skill is at a premium in all other depart-
ments of business, and should be especially so in the responsible work of teaching. But
the idea is too prevalent in some guarters, that almost anybody will do to teach some of
our backward schools. Cheapness is the great desideratum with many. They estimate
the value of a school by its length. When will people believe the oft repeated and
true statement that six weeks of instruction under a skillful teacher is better than twelve
weeks under one that is not qualified for his work. It often happens that it takes a
whole term to unlearn bad habits of study. We may truly say that much of the reading
in our schools is worse than nothing. Time enough is spent, but frequently no right
instruction is given.

To remedy this state of things, we must insist upon well qualified teachers, and be
willing to pay them, so that they can afford to fit themselves for the most efficient work.
The times have changed so that it is useless to think of securing geuntlemen or ladies at
the old rates. An intelligent and enterprising lady will not undertake the laborious
task of teaching for three or four dollars per week, when she can earn twice as much in
other pursuits, and no one can blame her. Every one in our districts would do the
same. We are aware that in the midst of high taxes the suggestion of higher wages
will be unwelcome to some. But the money that we now raise would secure almost
double the amount of real good to our schools, if it should be wisely expended. What
we want is more thorough work, and to retain the same teachers term after term. Two
weeks of a term are often wasted by introducing a new teacher. Then, on account of
careless and imperfect teaching, the same ground is gone over afd very little advance
made. The pupils are not interested as they would be if they were constantly making
progress. Scholars should not be allowed to proceed faster than they can master the
subject in hand, and then should continue straightforward. We all remember how we
went over arithmetic time after time, and then kunew little about it. Let us have
thorough drill in every branch of study, so that what the pupils do know they shall
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know certainly, and once for all. We are all satisfied that many of the teachers who
now accomplish only inferior results are capable of qualifying themselves for efficient
service, and would do so if we demanded it, and paid them for it. During this winter
we held two meetings, to which all the teachers were invited—to discuss methods of
teaching, and the best way to manage a sechool. We believe that such meetings are of
great advantage, as the teachers get the benefit of each other’s expereince.

We suggest to the agents that they send the candidates to the Superintending Com-
mittee or Supervisor immediately for examination, so that if not qualified another may
be secured before the term commences. In three cases during the last year, districts
have suffered by not doing this,—indeed by putting the teachers into school without a
certificate. What we need is the co-operation of agents and parents, and the careful
supervision of the general committee, then will our schools take the high stand which
we so much desire.

The variety of text-books is a grievious evil in this town. In some districts there are
two kinds of arithmetio, two grammars and sometimes two or three different readers. In
order to remedy this difficulty there must be a standard at the Institute, for the pupils
go from the different distriots to this school and back again, and carry the books used
there As we have no permanent board of trustees over this excellent institution, there
has never been a list of books established, hence every teacher has introduced what
books he pleased. There should be uniformity between this school and the other schools in
town. This can easily be secured if the proper steps are taken, Frequent change of
books is a great detriment, as in too many cases all through the State, good books have
been thrown aside for inferior ones. We had better spend our funds in securing the best
talent in our teachers, then almost any kind of books will suftice. ¢ The love of money
is the root” of this constant change. Agents from the different publishing houses beset
us almost weekly to examine their wares, but we have seen no book yet that wiii furaish
our children with brains.

G. B. RICHARDSON, Supervisor.

HOLDEN,

We consider that our scholars make as good improvement of their time in acquiring
knowledge as the scholars in the neighboring towns., We think much more might
be accomplished if greater interest was manifested by parents and school agents.

Let the agents make it their business, as soon as they are chosen, to engage good
teachers, and not wait till the teachers who are known to be good are engaged and then
have to take such as they can obtain. It is not every one who has book knowledge to
pass a satisfactory examinaticn in the branches of learning taught in schools that will
make a good teacher. Let parents do all they can to uphold the teacher, and not try to
make the teacher the scape-goat for the defects of their scholars. When parents begin
to find fault with the teacher in the presence of their scholars and condemn the teacher,
then we can say that the benefit of the sechool to said scholar is nearly ended.

J. FOGG, Supervisor.

L)
LIVERMORE.

As to the prevailing ideas of education in this town, we are decidedly of the opinion
that the scienoe of mathematios occupies more than its appropriate share of attention.
We think the natural sciences, such as history, philosophy, physiology, and the like,
ought to have a place at least on an equality with Greenleaf’s higher arithmetio, algebra,
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geometry, &ec.; and we earnestly recommend that our advanced scholars give more atten-
tion to these natural sciences.

In summing up and weighing the results of the efforts of teachers during the year, we
are more and more impressed with the importance of this class of persons engaging in
their work with a lively zeal, and with an earnest enthusiasm. They should teach
because they love to teach, and because they ardently desire an elevation of mind, an
advancement of literature, and a forthcoming generation of noble men and women. They
should make themselves masters of their calling, masters of their schools, and masters
of themselves.

E. 8. FISH, .
HIRAM W. BRIGGS, g S. 8. Committee.

PHIPSBURG.

We think we are justified in claiming a marked improvement in the general condition
of our schools over former years. Still they are not up to the standard we desire. We
are decidedly of the opinion that our schools might be, and therefore ought to be, bet-
ter—and the question arises—what can be done to improve our schocls most.

Hcwever faulty and hinperfect our services may have seemed to some of you, we have
endeavored to perform the duties assigred us, earnestly and honestly, and to bear our
part in elevating the standard of our schools, and thereby increase their usefulness,
Regarding the matter as resting mainly in the hands of the people, we have refrained
from measures tending to defeat their known wishes; but have used our influence as best
we could to interest scholars, teachers, parents, and others, in this important work. We
have advised to have children well instructed in first principles; fixing a good foundation
upon which an ever enduring structure can be built.

We have frequently called attention to the fact that arithmetic, which is almost the
sole study of many of our scholars, cultivates one faculty of the mind only; and we
have no hesitation in affirming that millions have been wasted in this connection upon
useless puzzles.

The want of interest on the part of parents and others, so much complained of, does
not, we think, obtain among our pecple so much, as a difference of opinion, as to what
shall be taught and how it shall be done. Some people are so tenacious of their rights
that they are unwilling to yield, even when they know that they are wrong.

Instruction in the best method of teaching is fully and substantially imparted at the
Institutes, held each year in each county, besides the Normal school, established for the
express purpose of preparing teachers for their work. We deem these important and
valuable institutions, and hope our people will more fully appreciate them, and wish
that all our teachers could enjoy the instructions of our State Normal Schools. This is
a world of progress, and great progress has been made in the art of teaching, and the
best talent in the country is employed in these schools.

The County Institutes are conducted by those who have made teaching a special study
as well as practico—and teachers and others who attend them, get more ideas in regard
to teaching, more general instruction in all branches, in the few days the institute is
held, than in years of experience as teachers.

In reporting upon the progress made in each particular sehool the past year we incline
to the brighter side of things, and adopt mainly as a basis the standard prevailing here
as well as in the most of the towns in the State, rather than our own.

N. C. REED, Superintendent.
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KENNEBUNKPORT.

Having paid $3,000 taxes the past year for schools, the inhabitants of our town
naturally demand a suitable return for their money. Have they had it? If so, has all
been accomplished that ought to have been? The old stereotyped complaint of non-
attendance, we fear, will never cease to be made until attendance is made compulsory by
law. With all our instinets of liberty and demoecratic feelings, and our utter abhorence
of tyranny, we incline more and more to the opinion that the State should compel the
child to attend the school, as it now compels the payment of taxes to furnish schools. Is
there not a gross inconsistency in obliging a community to build school houses and pay
teachers, and then leave the attendance thereon optional with parents and children?
Would the inconsistency be less glaring if the State should reverse it, and compel at-
tendance upon schools, but leave it entirely optional "with parents to contribute or not,
for the support of such schools. Ignorance is the mother of so much vice and wretched-
ness, ought not the State to compel her children to obtain at least a common school
education? The non-attendance and consequent loss is so large the question is coming
to be a vital one.

Near the close of the term, on a beautiful bright summer day, we made our official visit
for the closing examination, to a nice school-house, furnished with modern patent furni-
ture, and there we found a competent teacher, under full pay, but only four pupils / Tell
it not in Gath! Ask not the number of the district! Look to your own, and you will
find enough to attend to! i

Yet, notwithstanding this chronic disease, and often enough complained of to stigma-
tize the complaint as chronie also, we are advancing. Our people have a deep and growing
interest in the cause of education Our eld and antiguated school-houses are almost
yearly aiving place to better structures.

The past year, District No. 3, at Cape Porpoise, has built a new school-house, two
stories in height, and amply large for the accommodation of two schools. The building
is pleasantly located, and commands an extensive and sublime ocean and landscape
scenery. It is symmetrical and ample in its proportions, superbly built and neat Its
construetion, finish and furnishing reflects not only credit on the district and town, but
especially upon the committee who had its construction in charge.

There are three other school-houses in town which we hope to see displaced by new
ones, viz: in No, 6, (Durrell) No. 9, (Towne) and No. 10, (Smith.) These are very
ancient and dilapidated structures, and are a standing disgrace. Who in these districts
will be the pioneers, and take the initiative in an enterprise so commendable as the dis-
placement of these for new ones. If the old fail to move, let the young fathers make
the start. The school-house in No. 6 is located close beside the railroad, and is a poor
representation to the passing public of the thrift and intelligence of the neighborhood.
Let us hope for an enterprise and liberality in these districts, that shall bring about at
the earliest possible moment these much needed improvements; and may all our towns-
men feel the importance of renewed zeal and earnestness in the laudable work of edu-
cating and training the children and youth committed to their care and instruction, in
all the sciences and virtues, which are the ornaments and safeguards of human society.

ENOCH COUSENS, for the Committee.

SPRINGFIELD.

SprINGFIELD H1eH ScEOOL. During last Fall a term of this school was held in this
building, under the instruction of Mr. Wilton L. Merrill of St. Albans, a graduate of
the State Normal School at Farmington. It was well attended and a success.
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Another term, being the eleventh of the school, is now in progress, with every pros-
pect of an excellent term. The school now numbers seventy-five students, nearly half
of whom come from beyond the limits of this distriet, and many of them beyond the
limits of the town. This school is doing an excellent work for our more advanced
scholars. Let us be sure that it is maintained in full vigor and usefulness for many
years to come.

With help from the State, which can readily be obtained under the new Free High
School law, this institution can be placed upona firm basis., Three hundred dollars each
year would give you sufficient funds to open a graded school, with a competant and
thoroughly qualified instructor in each department, which would be a much better arrange-
ment than it has been possible heretofore to make, in consequence of our limited means. .

We trust the town, or if not the town, then this union school distriet No. 3, will see
that advantage is taken of this most excellent offer of the State, and our high school
privileges improved accordingly.

0. N. BRADBURY,

BDWIN 4. REED, }s. S. Committee.

GILEAD.

By a careful inspection of the foregoing pages it will be observed that general suc-
cess has attended our schools the past year; yet they are not up to the standard. Our
school system is one which affects every family, having regard to the present and future
posterity of each and every one. What is wanted is a better appreciation of the value
of education, and of the best way of obtaining it.

Let the parents awake to the interest of their children, and look after their education
with a zealous eye, being resolved that if they can bequeath them notbing else, they
shall go forth into the world with minds well stored with useful knowledge.

The common school is the stepping-stone, the foundation of a good education, and
should be valued above price. Yea more; it is the foundation, the corner-stone of our
free government; and the man who tramples upon’it is a traitor to his government, as
much as the man is who fired at our flag.

I repeat, awake, parents, awake to your duty ! See that your children have every-
thing that is necessary to enable them to acquire a good education. See that they have
a good set of text-books, good, convenient school-rooms, and competent teachers. See
that they have their minds thoroughly educated. Education is the greatest boon that
ever was given to a child. It is of more value to him thar all the gold that was ever
accumulated by men.

JAMES FRENCH,
T. G. LARY, gS. 8. Committee,
M. M. MASON,

PARSONSFIELD,

We are pleased to say that in reviewing the deportment, progress and attendance of
pupils, and the work of teachers, they compare favorably with former years. Still,
there are many things which call for a reformation. And among these we will notice
more particularly, tardiness and irregularity in attendance.

In looking over the school registers, we find that with few exceptions the scholars are
addicted to these injurious practices, some being absent more than half the time. For
these faults the parents are responsible, and we fear that their pernicious influence is not
fully realized by them. Closely allied to these evils is that of sending requests to
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teachers to dismiss pupils at recess, or after some part of their work for the session is
done. This practice is not only injurious to the pupils dismissed, but is detrimental to
the whole school. The continual coming and going are a constant source of annoyance
to both teacher and scholar. Nor is this its worst feature, The habits of irregularity
thus early formed will certainly characterize them in their future lives.

In closing this report we will remind the school agents that the Revised Statutes make
it the duty of ‘¢ Each School Agent to return to the Superintending School Committee,
in the month of April, annuvally, a certified list of the names and ages of all persons in
his distriet, from four to twenty-one years, as they existed on the first day of said month,
leaving out of said enumeration all persons coming from other places to attend any
College or Academy, or to labor in any Factory, or at any manufacturing or other
business.”

ALPHEUS BOOTHBY,

DANIEL 0. BLAZO, S. 8. Committee.
P. W. McINTIRE,

CHELSEA.

Our schools during the past year have been very successful ; in no case have I been
called to settle any difficulty. All have seemed to take a deeper interest in their schools
than I have ever noticed before. Districts have invariably chosen good agents, and
those agents have endeavored to carry out the suggestions made in my report of last
year. The teachers from abroad have all been teachers of experience and high reputa-
tion. Ten of our schools, out of eighteen, have been taught by teachers belonging in
town, and, aithough svwe of them were incxzpericnced, they tanght us schools that wa
may well be prond of; and, let me say to school agents, patronize home industry, and
make ita point to employ teachers who belong in town. We have many smart scholars,
and, if our teachers are encouraged at home, we may expect, in a few years, to see
Chelsea send out more and better teachers than ever before. One young lady of our
town is attending the Normal School in Farmington, and, it is hoped, she will give us
the benefit of her training next year.

Although it may be but a repetition of what has been often said in former reports,
et me urge upon you the necessity of increased effort for the advancement of education
in our common schools, and to mention a few things that, in my judgement, would secure
to us higher results from our appropriations. .

As a town we are doing much for our schools, but as districts, are we doing our
duties? Are our school-houses what they ought to be?  Are they fit places to send our
children into ?” Are they furnished with black-boards, maps, globes, and other appara-
tus, to facilitate the teachers in their work ? Is not a large percentage of our money
wasted, by allowing schools to be taught in such uncomfortable places? Some may say,
our school-houses compare favorably with other towns. That may be, but because others
are wrong it does not benefit us. ¢ Two wrongs donot make a right.”

All admit that good supervision is necessary in carrying on any business successfully.
It is emphatically so with our schools. We should have a person selected, who is quali-
fied and whose heart is in the work. It should be his place to visit the schools under
his ebarge often, not barely enough to clear the law, but every few weeks; and when
there, not sit idly down, and then go away and find fault, but go to work, infuse the
pupils with new life, encourage the teachers, and let them feel that he means business,
and that the work is one of importance. He should call his teachers together, twice a
year at least, and have a teacher’s institute, and strive to get uniformity in methods of
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teaching. It should be his duty to inform himself, by attending County Institutes, and
State Associations, and other schools, that he may compare the different methods and
select the best,

Parents, do not allow your children to stay away from school. You cannot fail to see
what your duty is, even if there is no such thing as compulsory law upon our statute
books. Leb us so conduct ourselves that no such Jaw will be necessary.

In closing this report, permit me to tender you my sincere thanks for your hearty co-
operation with me in my efforts to advance the schools and improve their character,
during the two years past. '

My thanks are due to the teachers, for the kindness which I have received from them
and for their readiness to try to carry out any suggestions from me, with reference to
the improvement of the schools.

Our schools have strong friends, and, under the direction of such friends they must
prosper. The children educated in these schools, are forming characters which will
grow in strength, intelligence and virtue. Seed is now being sown which will take
deep root and spring up and grow, and bring forth fruit, some thirty, some sixty, and

some an hundred fold.
. STEPHEN COBB, Supervisor.

As we review the character and progress of our public schools for the past year, we
can truly say, and with a just amount of pride, that they have in a good degree been
successful. To be sure there have been a few jars that could have been dispensed with.
No one can expect an imperfect machine te run smoothly, however proficient the over-
secrs and workmen may be, and I venture the remark that no one will attempt to say
but what there are many imperfections in our present manner of conducting public edu-
cation. It is a lamentable fact, and one that ought to be obviated, that nine-tenths of
our scholars when they leave our public schools are not much better fitted for the
transactions of common business, than when they enter. This is not as it should be.
If I am not mistaken, and I think I am not, it was the object in establishing our public
schools, to give our scholars a public education,—an education practical and applicable to
the business affairs of every day life. Undoubtedly a majority of our boys and girls
learn facts and principles enough in our schools to insure success in ordinary business
transactions, but allow me to say, this stuffing the mind with dry facts and prineipals is
not enough; they should be presented to the student in a practical manner, so that he
would be able to apply them whenever oceasion required it, and not be compelled to
learn every step by experience, after engaging in real business. It may be asked by
some, how can this be accomplished? I answer, by breaking up some of the old habits
and customs which we have fallen into, and instituting a reliable, systematic reform in
the school-work. T find in this town, it is customary for the scholars, at the opening of
the school, to go there without knowing what they are going to study, oftentimes
selecting their own course, without knowing or considering whether it will be for their
advantage or not, oftentimes advised by whimsical teachers, to engage in some
favorite study of theirs, and then at the close of the term lay it one side never to renew
it; becoming, as it were, superficial in many things but thorough in none.

Now. then, to make a long story short, my proposition is simply this,—Let the town
authorize the supervisor, or superintending school committee, as the case may be, or
choose a committee to prepare a regular course of study to be pursued in our schools to
the execlusion of all others till this regular course is completed.—I will say ‘that this
course should be one that would guarantee to every scholar a good practical business

 education, an education that they now fail to get.
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It may be said that the statutes provide that the school committe or supervisor shall
regulate the studies in our common schools.  Very true; but no man would be willing
to take this matter of revision in his hands without the advice and consent of his fellow-
townsmen. Hoping that you will give this matter your attention, I will now briefly

refer to
IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE.

The average attendance in some of our schools seems much below what it need be, and
much time and money are thrown away by scholars being tardy and absent. Parents,
if they are inclined to, can do much to correet this evil. If our schools are what they
should be, scholars are made wiser and better by being punctual and regular, and the
rising generation of men and women will be more or less cultivated and accomplished,
according to the improvement of the privileges that the common schools afford.

With many of our text books much fault is found by both teachers and scholars; but
I have not thought it prudent to urge any extensive change for the present, believing
that a graded exchange would be better for all concerned. And in connection with this
remark, I will say that I think it advisable that every schogl-room be furnished with a
complete set of text-books for the use of teachers. Having this thought in my mind, I
have caused copies of the books that I have introduced, to be placeed upon each desk,
without expense to the town or district.

There seems to be a general awakening throughout the town ia the interest of
education.

The school-houses, I am happy to say, are all good and comfortable, pleasant and
cheerful. At McFalls, within the past year, they have completed the new house, at a
cost of nearly $9,000. On Herzsey Hill they have done themselves credit by erecting a
house second to none in the rural districts.

Ou the whols, I think wo have many reascng to be thankful

to be wide awake and push forward in the good cause.

ful  and many indneements

ELLIOT KING, Supervisor.

WEST GARDINER.

In closmg our report, we would say that in most cases your schools have been good,
some of them superior, while in a few they have been poor. We think, however, your
schools for the past year will compare favorably with those of previous years; and while
we are happy to speak favorably of our schoolg, we are sorry to say that we think the
parents manifest too little interest in them. We should visit our schools, encourage
them by our presence, converse with scholars in regard to their studies, inspire their
confidence in the teacher, and inculcate principles of order and obedience to all proper
school‘regulat.ions. Such a course by the parents would be of incalculable value to the
scholars.

Too much care and attention cannot be given to our sechool-houses. They should be
arranged with special reference to the health, comfort and convenience of the scholars,
being to them the place of greatest attraction. While most of our school-houses shounld
be improved, those in Districts No. 1, 3, and 4 especially require it. They are positively
unfit for a school in their present condition. They are old, cold, inconvenient and
dilapidated—mere apologies for houses, We should take some measures immediately to
replace these hovels with new and comfortable school-houses. We would recommend the
idea that Districts No. 3 and 4 unite and build one house near the center of the two
districts, and by that means have the same amount of money for one school that we now

have to divide with two.
E. P. SEAVEY,
G W. BLANCHARD,}SV S. Committee,
JOHN A, SPEAR,
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HALLOWELL.

Of the condition of the schools during the past year we ave able to speak in very
favorable terms. They have been as prosperous as at any period since we have had the
superintendence of them. Though it may be true that a single school has for a time
fallen below its usual standing, yet it is equally true that several others have risen to a
higher degree of excellence than formerly.

This remark is specially true of the Primary Schocls. In past years we have been
more dissatisfied with these schools than with those of higher grades. And we are glad
to be able to speak of a decided improvement in several of them during the past year.

The North Intermediate School has maintained its high rank, and the South Inter-
mediate School, under the care of a new teacher, and in ecircumstances sémewhat
unfavorable, has made fair improvement.

The Grammar School also made good progress and generally appeared well, notwith-
standing the occurrence of some difficulties requiring the aid of the committee to settle.

The High School scholars have attended the Hallowell Classical and Literary Academy
during the year, the city paying their tuition. It was thought that better facilities for
acquiring an education might be provided by such an arrangement than by maintaining
a separate High School. And, though that institution is in its infancy, our scholars
have probably enjoyed as good advantages as they would if a separate school had been
maintained. We think that the contract, which ended with the school year, may be
renewed, with some modification to the advantage both of the Institution and the city.

The past year has witnessed the introduction of vocal music as a distinct branch of
instruction into our schools. During the latter half of the year Mrs. Stevens gave
lessons in musie, in the Grammar and Intermediate Schools. The saccess of the under-
taking exceeded our highest expectations. The scholars not only made rapid improve-
ment in singing, but the general effect of the exercise was highly favorable.

We also introduced, for general exercise in the schools, Hooker’s Child’s Book of
Nature. The design of this work is to convey useful information and to cultivate in the
pupil habits of observation. The teachers found the stuly very interesting and sue-
ceeded quite well in teaching it.

Four sets of Maps and three sets of Musical Charts have been purchased for the use of -
the schools, and two books of reference have been procured for each of the school rooms.

We have had under consideration the propriety of employing & teacher to give lessons .
in writing, and think that arrangements may be made to do so the coming year.

We are of the opinion that it will be for the interest of our schools to raise the grade .
of the Grammar School and retain the scholars in it one year longer than they are now -
kept. This will require some change in the Intermediate Schools, which will be for
their [improvement. We should have made this change the past year had not the .
scholars andfsome of the parents been so averse to it.

It will probably be necessary to open a school the coming season, near the granite .
quarries, to accommodate the people of that growing community. . We recommend the -
subject to your early consideration. '

In the selection of teachers for our schools the committee are sometimes needlessly -
embarrassed. It has become quite customary, when several persons apply for a school, .
for their friends to intercede for them, and for the parentsto petition for a certain .
teacher, and the committee are sometimes obliged, either to disregard these requests, or -
to act contrary to their own judgment. Several times, during the past few years, they
have complied with such requests, and in every instance they have had occasion te .
regret it. ‘

8
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We wish to gently remind some of the teachers that the cause of education is advanc.
ing and that there is a oonstant change, if not improvement, in the methods of teaching,
and that those who are *“ wedded to a lifeless routine will soon find their occupation gone.”
We commend to their attention the following remarks of C. F. Libby, Esq., of Portland,
in his Annual Report.—¢¢ In no department of public instruction has there been such an
advance in the theory and practice of teaching, within the last twenty years, as in the
lower primary grades. The importance of accurate and skillful teaching in this depart-
ment.can be readily appreciated, when we refleet that the foundations are here laid on
which the whole superstructure of future acquirements must. rest, and that the mental
habits which are formed in youth will control the final development of the individual.
Eduecation, rightly understood, should. adapt itself to the peculiar wants of every
scholar; no rigid rules or inflexible systems should cramp the growth of young minds,
whose plastic natures require patient, steady and careful cultivation. Something more
than a mere knowledge of text books is required in one entrusted with the delicate and
responsible task of educating the young ; a clear understanding of the conditions of the
problem is essential, and a wise adaptation of means to that end. Without a knowledge
of the laws of mental development and the best perfected theories of instrnotion,. success
in teaching is impossible, and the best results are only attainable when teachers and
pupils are united by a-bond of sympathy, whieh lightens the teacher’s labors and trans-
forms irksome daties into a work of love.”

In:closing this report. we would suggest, that parents might contribute much towards
the successof our schools by occasionally visiting them and forming an. acquaintance
with the teachers. Parents and teachers often form erroneous mnotions of each other,
and, fiom these erroneous impressions, many of the difficulties arise. Let them under-
stand each other, let there be a warm friendship between them,.and. the inflaence upon
tha seholars will.be highly benefieial.

A. R. CRANE,).
C. FULLER, % S. 8. Committee,
J. T. CHASE, Y

LEEDS.

We beg leave to call your attention to certain more general features-of education, in
order that the:good people of Leeds will, if' they deem it'expedient, consider as individ-
ual citizens, as parents, and as'a community, the wigest and: best:devices and the most
promising methods to be employed'in order to secyre the greatest possible good: from: the
means and opportunities afforded -us for the improvement of our:schools, and the enlarge-
ment and-advancement of the cause of edaoation in our midst ; for we believe in Plato’s
sentence, that ‘¢ Education makes the man and the oitizen, and the:school either spoils
or eriobles the nations.” ¢ Education is'power”; the-extent:of* its:power will always‘be
in proportion to its magnitude in: general dissemination and: thoroughuess as-regards
communities, whether large or small, and the direction:of: its power wiil: always be ao-
cording to its quality, lifting'up and enlightening-or casting'down and. darkening. If
this be true, then should:we not-seek for it-asfor hidden treasures? What else equally
d , our-energies, and our constant:care? But' how-shall we begin?

We believe in:co-operation, united. purposes, concerted efforts of ail- who:have a com-
mon interest.in any enterprise, in any cause'; and-especially in the one we noware con-
sidering to be the Archimedean lever to sure snceess. ¢ Union:isstrength”; and whether
offensive or defensive, it is sure to win in a good cause. In view of these considerations
we would rejoice to see every citizen, every man, woman and child in town, alive and
enlisted in the glorious work of education, marching on shoulder to shoulder, keeping

4+
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step to the grand * Hail Columbia” of the New World, in the grand march of the grand
army of intellectual and moral improvement of the new age. What hopes for humanity
cluster around our *¢ Young America !” What possibilities centre in his throbbing heart!
He is the coming man ! in his veins courses the life-blood of all the nations of the earth.
All people look unto him. All nations shall flow unto him, and by him, through him
and in him shall all be blessed ; provided, always, that he neither halts nor turn aside,
but keeps straight forward in the way of light and progress, with intellectual and moral
improvement constantly before him. And it rests with you, as citizens, with the fathers
and the mothers, with every eduoator, and with every learner, to determine by resolve
and act to what degrees of advancement, to what sublime elevations he shall attain, and
what shall be the magnitude and quality of his usefulness and blessings to his country
and to the world. Ought we not to consider, to realize in some degree, at least, to what
fearful as well as lofty responsibilities we are lifted in being constituted the guardians of
this truly begotton son of this new age ; thisage of iron and steel, silver and gold, coal
and petrolium, steam and electricity ; of mechanical improvements and humanitarian
endeavors to lighten toil, to ameliorate the condition of the unfortunate, and save the
lost and fallen from vice ; an age also of liberal and enlarged views of eivil and religious
liberty.? Perhaps we cannot claim that the advent of our hero gives a new enlargement
to the world’s idea of a finished man, but we are sure that no true observer shall deny
that it has added important features to the sketch ; has brought out some of the more
interesting lineaments of his countenance. Growing with his growth and strengthening
with his strength, we see the enlargement of the scale of charities, both local and far-
embracing, establishing alms-houses and asylums for the suppression of every evil, the
encouragement of every virtue, for relief, for education of the poor ; ¢Farm Schools”,
for the reformation and education of youthful offenders, ¢ Homes for little wanderers”;
sending heavy laden ships across the ocean to relieve famine, dispensing food, clothing,
and every needed comfort to thousands in burnt distriets, as Chicago and Boston, and
breathing upon the nations of the old world the contagious but life-inspiring breath of
freedom, of the love and longing for self-government ; thus superseding kings and doing
away with their divine, as they claim, but too often irhuman rights. France, and even
Catholic Spain are thus infected, and kings and emperors are oonsulﬁng with themselves
and with each other how to devise means and methods to prevent and cure, if possible,
the disease among their subjects. Inhumanity is demoralized and casts aside his instru-
ments of cruelty. Bigotry frowns but retreats ; and many views agd conceits, venerable
with age, shrivel and fall like severed leaves before the ardent beams of the incoming
and ever increasing light and’ warmth of the rising day ; ignorance and superstition,
twin sisters of darkness, are flying hand in hand to the shades of the past, to the gulf of
oblivion, Science and Revelation, so long at variance, as viewed by the special adhe-
rents of each, have now met together and looked each other kindly in the face, Jjoyfully
recognizing their relationship, and have concluded to be friends. Science henceforth
takes her place by the side of Revelation, pledging herself to be the handmaid of Re-
ligion, and Religion accepts her services with gladness and calls her her friend and fel-
low laborer in that vineyard which is yet to be the joy of the whole earth. The telescope
which reveals suns and worlds unknown before, in numbers surpassing the grandest con-
. ceptions of human thought, in sweeping the sky sweeps also from the minds of the devo-
tees of religion many a long cherished idol, thus opening the way and preparing their
minds for the freer admission of her divine light and sweet inspirations. The science of
Astronomy puts out the eyes of Bigotry. by its splendor. The heavens not only declare
the glory of God and show his handy work, but they also declare the meanness and un-
profitableness of narrow conceit, and the deformity and worse than nothingness of men’s
idols. Truth is the great purifier, elevator and enlightener. Proceeding from the same
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gource, all truth is one and inseparable. Truth in Nature and truth in Revelation are
the same in essence, though in different forms, Truth is the only liberator, and Error
the ouly enslavor. Truth reigning in the mind makes the possessor as free as the air
that floats among the treetops, and his thoughts as transparent and unstained as the sun-
beam. Right education lifts the mind up to its realm and supplies it with wings to
mount and soar aloft through its boundless domain, and gives it eyes to see its divine
and human uses, its loveliness and its glory.

Impressions cast upon the tender mind

Must make or mar ; enlighten it, or blind.
As is tho seed so-will the harvest be ;

Then, if a harvest beautiful to see,

Our hearts desire, then parents sow with care
The best of seed, and sow and never spare ;
And see to it that no one sows a tare.

It would not become us, and far be it from our purpose, to dictate the practical and
strong-minded men of Leeds how they should proceed to improve, strengthen, enlarge
and facilitate the way and means to a more practical, a more useful, a purer and a loftier
education ; but as we said in the beginning so we believe, that concerted action, not
spasmodically but persistently and unremittingly carried on, is the first and indispensa-
ble step. Even a three-fold cord is not quickly broken ; and when that three is made
nine, and that nine eighty-one, and so on, in geometrical progression, the combined and
harmonious efforts of each with all and all with each constitutes a power not only invin-
cible, but mighty to the pulling down of the strongholds of error and the upbuilding of
the temple of truth, and filling it with devout and happy worshippers. But- we have
heard-that

< Little drops of water and little grains of sand
Make all our useful rivers and all our fruitful land.”

And so we venture to make known

Such little thoughts as are our own,
Knowing what little thoughts have done,
How they have measured star and sun,
How thought did through the ocean reach,
And stretch the nerve of human speech,
How once a thought by men disdained,
Perceived, yearned for, and after gained,
A new world toward the setting sun,
Where Freedom, Science, Truth shall come,
To work in concert by that plan

Which honors God and blesges man.

Every citizen should realize that he constitutes an integal part of the educating
faculty, and act accordingly, for whether he regards himself as such or not, he is never-
theless, and cannot shirk the responsibility of the educator. Every thought, every word,
every act of his is a lesson by which some other mind is being educated ; and such as is
the quality of the thought, the word, or the act, so will be its effects upon the learner
who imbibes it ; and were it otherwise, could man live with his fellows, with the little
germs and saplings of humanity all about him, so as to impart none of his thoughts and
nothing of the qualities of his life to them, would he not still be amenable to that law
which demands of every one the improvement of the talents committed to him, whether
one or more? We can gee no way for any man or any woman to escape this greatest of
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responsibilities. Light is come into the world ; we believe it has especially come to this
new world, and to us. Do we accept it? Will we use it? Dare we hide it, and thus
turn it into darkness? Rather, should we not open the way for its freer and fuller ad-
mission, that it may shine more and more unto the perfect day? The good of our chil-
dren, the happiness of ourselves, the salvation of our nation, and the liberty and peace,
and blessing of all mankind, depend upon this.

If these representations are true, if they are veritable facts, (and that they are, be-
yond the power of any words or imagery we can command to set them forth, few will
deny), who then, in view of the shortness of time and the magnitude and importance of
the work to be done, can quietly and self-satisfied sit down and fold his hands, caring not
and doing nothing for its advancement, even to the cheering it on by his presence or by
a word or look of encouragement ?

We are happy to learn that in a town not far away, the teachers organized a teachers’
association, for their own mutual improvement, among themselves, and for the purpose
of considering questions of interest and importance in their respective schools, thus aid-
ing, encouraging and enlightening each other. Now let the citizens, male and female,
of the town, supplement the teachers’ efforts in this direction by holding similar associ-
ations in their own distriets, or by the union of two or more districts, and occasionally
by the whole town, by themselves or with the teachers, as desirable or convenient ; and
a year would not pass before we should hear the exclamation from many an earnest father
and mother, from many a devoted teacher, ¢¢ This is the way, walk ye init’’; and to the
children it would be as the coming of spring to the dormant flowers. At such meetings
the consideration of what to teach as well as kow, would always be in order, and the for-
mer we have no doubt would be deemed quite as important as the latter. Hoping and
believing that something of this kind will be done, we shall say but little in regard to
either of these important questions.

We believe the end and aim of education should always be no other than to awaken,
guide and elevate the slumbering powers of man, so that he may be enabled worthily to
discharge the duties of humanity ; not a one-sided discipline of the understanding or
the memory, but a culture of the higher and nobler faculties of the soul to a complete
and harmonious character, is that which makes the individual both the noble type of the
true man and the worthy citizen., Man and citizen! In these two words is contained
the vocation that is common to us all. Never should the spirit of caste and exclusive-
ness be allowed to enter the realms of knowledge. One national school system should
embrace the whole community ; a system in which every member of the State, without
distinetion, is included ; in which all may mount from step to step, as inclination or cir-
cumstances may incline. Would we see the nation which we love, the institutions which
we cherish, maintain their honor and their integrity till He whose right it is to rule shall
rule over all the nations, then let us shield our schools from all the spirit of separation,
of pulling and crowdiog, of egotistical living for self alone, for these stifle every devel-
opment of public spirit, and dwarf and deform all the nobler aspirations in whomsoever
they reside. Must the germs of exclusiveness be sown in the tender hearts of youth,
even in the school ! It may have been, perhaps it is even so. Despotism ordains it so.
But woe to the nation if it is allowed to grow. While we remember that ¢ Union is
strength,” let us never forget that ¢ Discord is the death of Freedom.” Fearful are the

.responsibilities ; but little less than divine is the work of the educator, of him who sows
in the young mind the seeds of immortal truth ; a single thought thus implanted may
overturn empires, undermine systems, and remodel and build up the fabric of universal
society. - Luther, Columbus, Franklin, Fulton, Howard, Morse and Field are personal
jllustrations of this. One has said, ‘¢ Better measure the circuit of Orion than think to
measure the influence of a thought.” What then should be the character of our teachers?
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Should they not be men and women of noble aspirations, good judges of human nature,
especially in its tender stage, of cultivated minds, students of nature’s laws, lovers of
the truth, brave defenders of the right, stern opposers of all evil, of large and generous
sentiments ; and last, but not least, good disoiplinarians and apt to teach ; teaching not
as hirelings, for the reward of their wages, but as called and qualified for the noble work,
not only with capacities to govern and knowledge to impart; and skill to direct, but with
souls imbued with unbounded yearnings for all that is good and true.

That we may have the best of teachers, which in the end are sure to be the cheapest,
everything considered, we want the very best human material wrought into onr school
agents ; they should be men of integrity, untainted by favoritism, good judges of
human nature, that they may discriminate the teacher in regard to his suitableness of
temper, and general adaptation to their several and respective schools, making charac-
ter, qualifications and suitableness, without a shadow of favoritism, their rule of action
in the employment of the teacher ; and having engaged their teachers, and set them to
work, they with the parents ought to prove them, and being reasonably satisfied that
they are doing their work faithfully and well, they ought to cheer their hearts and
strengthen their hands with their sympathies and kindly and timely encouragements,
for such encouragements operate upon teachers (for they are human) like rair upon the
tender grass and sunshine upon the refreshened flowers. And though the teacher may
be doing all that is possible for him, these many interested and observing eyes may
detect a fault or discern the lack of something which a kind suggestion might correct or
supply ; thus the school would be more or less purified, its usefulness enlarged and quick-
ened, the teacher cheered and better qualified for his onerous toil, and they, their chil-
dren, and all in any way connected with them, harmonized and made both happier and

better. Such work is worilly of angels, aud no doubt would win their smiles and possibly
their co-operation, for are they not all ministering spirits? But should the complaints
of his children, should rumor, or any informing agent startle the parent by declaring to
him that his teacher is unfit for his calling, or rather his assumed ocecupation, would not
a proper regard for the welfare of his children, a decent and respectful consideration for
the teacher as a fellow citizen and a man, and a moral conviction of justice, equity and
propriety, open his eyes, unfold his hands and determine his thought and will to do
something in this direction without delay? If he judges, should not his judgment be
just, well informed, from a personal knowleﬂgp, and from vothing less certain ? If the
teacher is unfit, no good man ought to be uninterested ; he ought neither actively or
inactively, positively or negatively, to suffer the school to go on; as a member of the
district he has rights, as a father he has responsibilities which he cannot avoid, and
obligations imposed on him by the law of universal humanity. Every buman being
ought to feel and to act as his brother’s keeper, « With malice toward none, and charity
for all.” A course thus ready, open and just would improve our schools immensely,
would send incompetent, unfaithful and illy adapted teachers to their own places, or at
least from a situation which of all others ought to be filled with homest, faithful and
skilful operators ; and in case the teacher after all shonld be found worthy he would be
openly sustained, and not left a prey to birds and beasts of certain species who prowl by
night and hide themselves by day ; justice to all would be done, and great good would
follow. Let parents be frank, prompt and active in this respect, and our schools grow
“thereby. We believe that too many teachers make teaching a temporary occupation, a
mere expedient simply, for the reason they have nothing else to do; there are others
who endeavor to make it a profession, who do so for no love or fitness for their calling;
all sach teachers ought to be left to do something to which their peculiar capacities are
more and better adapted. We not only want learned, but loving teachers, men and women
who have not only the what to teach, but the how to impart it.
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As we advance the field widens, but we must leave the subject to the consideration of
the parents, the agents, and the S. S. Committee who shall come after us. Many other
things we would name, but eannot ; such for instance as what should be taught, what
learning is most indispensable ; what improvement in school apparatus, books, &e., would
be needed; how to bring every child under the saving influences of a good education.
But trusting that your co-operation will supply all deficiencies, devise wiser plans, and
execute them faithfully, we submit the whole to you.

S. R. DEAN,
J. G. GOSS, %s. 8. Committee.
R. JENNINGS,

MACHIAS.

The subject of edacation suggests to us the peculiar privileges which we enjoy. Our
report calls to our minds the happiest feature of our age. The great prerogative is, that
wo are invited to deliberate upon our own advancement and prosperity. We are not met
as nobles and kings to consider how we may enslave the people, and wield them as a
machine; but how to make ourselves nobles and kings. Our work is the creation of new
power in the State and Nation by calling into service latent faculties among tho masses.
The thought of feudalism needs no refutation now, that we are placed upon the earth
merely to gain our own animal subsistence, or to minister to the luxury of the few. It
would be a libel on the Infinite Providence, that put us here, if insuperable barriers
shall prevent the free expansion of the illimatable soul. True, there are obstructionss
but they are not in our humble lot, but in ourselves. The royal road of progress is as
difficult to the rich as to the poor. The sacrifice and work necessary for improvement is
designed to arouse us, not to discourage us. The fact that a people can meet as a town
and discuss their own business, shows hoav far the race has marched on the upward road.
But what has been gained is only vantage ground for us to see more clearly our needs
and failures. We can now behold how much power of mind and heart is lost,—is turned
into avenues of vice and crime. We are far on the ¢ Hill of Science,” when we can
dimly realize that education is designed to quicken the native powers of the mind,—to
deepen the sanctities of the affections,—in a word, is the foundation of society.

New privileges awaken new responsibilities. Whatever we have gained, should be an
incentive to something nobler. A little progress forbids a retreat without disgrace.
Education is a necessity of a republic. Every individual must weigh measures which
affect the well-being of millions, and influence the destinies of posterity. He must not
only decide the internal relations of his own land, but must judge the policy which
touches the welfare of the whole civilized world. We often think of liberal culture as
only necessary for men who fill high places. But I maintain, that elements of manhood
must be fostered rather than qualifications for president or king. Truth and knowledge
grace every position. The commonest duties of a son or daughter, of a father, friend or
neighbor, require profounder thought, greater wisdom, more sacred sense of justice than
to rule a State.

The great motive to gain an education should be, to see how much we can make out
of our faculties. It is the great incentive to strive how much can be made of little. By
it we are taught to disarm difficulty and turn it into an assistance. It kindles an eager-
ness which burns in the soul until resolution scales every obstacle.

I do nat say, as some bhave, that education is designe«i to lift man above the need of
labor; that it is & magie wand which will transform the spade and axe into toys. Ex-
posure to hunger and cold will always subject us to constant conflicts with the material
world. I would not, if I could, so temper these elements that they should make vegeta-
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tion grow so luxuriant as to anticipate every want. I would not have the metals so
ductile as to offer no resistance to human skill. Man owes his energy and dexterity to
such hindrances. Such tutelage has embroidered the earth with fruitfulness, subdued
the ocean, wrought matter into comfort and ornament.

The evil is, in making our education all toil or all ease. Our nature requires a mixed
occupation. We are not all head and heart, or bones and sinews. Our eivilization would
be a failure, if it should reduce man to the dull routine of unthinking toil. Any sys-

- tem which shortens life or starves the intellect is not of God. The world’s wisest have
united the work bench with the philosopher’s chair. True life is not a struggle for office.
The dignity of manhood is not embellished by badges of authority. Political station
does little to fortify the moral support of the reputed honest. How great the need then
that the community should be rearing an incorruptible integrity. To rise as a people,
we must substitute reflection for passion, and discretion for chicanery. Political men
and newspaper§ are now either making us dupes of the ambitious, or slaves to some party
leader. Never was there a people which needed public education more than ours. The
public mind must be made acquainted with the justice and truth of every political ques-
tion. Vigor of thought ought to be infused into our manhood. To act nobly is to think
nobly. We must not only be students to be true citizens, but all the works of nature are
meant to stir thought. All of God’s works are made up of elements blended in infinite
ecompounds. To understand each substance we must reduce it to its simples, and exam-
ine them in their relation to each other, in order to understand the cheapest materials in
nature. Every disordered heap of earth has a mystery to tempt our study. Everything
stands invested with Infinite skill. Not a vegetable, which forms the *staff of life,” but
came to you in an endless series, from the first plant upon which the Creator left his wis-
doi. Xls has not forgotton the frailest oreation, for he hag nnrsed it with rain and sun-
ghine from that earliest morn until now. Here is a field for study, which will baflle the
most laborious; yet it offers an open invitationMo the aspiring. God asks us, through
all his works, to that enlargement of thought, to that breadth of culture which may
become the realization of that intellectual greatness for which we are created.

Not only the power to think, but the ability to express our thoughts, needs cultiva-
tion. Language is one of our grand distinctions from the brute. A man of more than
ordinary intelligence passes without his real significance in society, unless he can elothe
his ideas in pleasing words. No man can take his true place, to which his good sense
entitles him, before he has acquired some knowledge of science and language. These
studies are not trifles. These acquirements are not superfluous, even to the poorest. The
old argument, that the mass of the people do not need any culture, except such as relates
to the making of shoes and laths, has well nigh passed away. But we do not yet realize
that we need an education, because we have rational and moral faculties which require
culture and development. The fostering care of discipline is demanded for all. We
each have responsible relations with our fellow men, and with God. There is not a con-
dition so isolated, that a claim of our public school system does not reach him.

These reflections suggest our wants and claims. If parents and members of a commu-
nity do not provide educational facilities for the young, who will?

To make our High School what ii should be,—and it is our duty to do so,—I would
recommend that there shall be two courses of study provided for: A elassical course,
which shall be sufficient for adwission to any college; and for those who cannot aspire to
this, there should be an equal amount of time devoted to the sciences; and every one

_ who shall complete either of these two courses of study, shall be entitled to a diploma.

Buch a plan would place some incentive for endeavor before our youth. I think this

recommendation can be successfully inaugurated, and I believe it is highly desirable for
the ujtimate good of the school.
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Tt is also necessary that there should be an assistant provided for this school. The
range of studies is 8o wide, that it is impossible for one teach®r to attend to them all each
day. The recitations must either be arranged for alternate days, or be conducted too
hastily and desultory. To prevent this state of things to some extent, I have felt com-
pelled to give a portion of my time to the hearing of recitations. I have sometimes
done so when I have felt that other schools have had the better claim on my time. This
year there will be still more need of the services of an assistant. The more this demand
increases, the more it should be your pleasure to provide for it.

But while we, as parents and citizens, are morally bound to give our children the best
advantages, we are compelled to employ teachers to do the work which we have not the
time nor the ability to do for ourselves; hence, to secure the best teachers is one of our
first dutiez. We must spurn the too common assertion, that ‘“anybody can teach‘school.”
The most expensive of all economy is a poor teacher. No office should be regarded with
a greater respect. The first minds and purest hearts must be selected for the guides and
guardians of youth. No language can express the cruelty of that policy which would
leave a fortune to a child, while it would impoverish the mind. Money cannot be esti-
mated with intellectual and moral life,

It is to this thought I call your attention, when I ask a larger appropriation, that you
may retain the faithful and successful teachers who have proved their worth by their
iabors in your midst. We cannot well afford to train teachers for a higher compensation
and then allow some poorer town to outbid us for their services.

It is necessary for the town to make some provision, at an early day, for another Pri-
mary school on the other side of the river. The Dublin and Preble schools are already
00 large for primary schools. The Dublin school has registered fifty-four scholars, and
the Preble seventy-one, making one hundred and twenty-five. This number is large
enough for three schools. Your interest for the Primary school children must early pro.
vide another school-room somewhere between the two present schools. While we care for
the higher departments of learning, we must not neglect the child; for the art of think-
ing justly and strongly should begin in early life. If the foundation is properly laid,
the superstructure stands secure. It is one of the inestimable blessings of our free in-
stitutions, that we all must be prepared to reflect, reason, judge, and act on matters of
deep and upiversal concern. The rudiments of education must be planted so wisely, and
aursed so tenderly, that the fruit shall ripen into well cultured harvests. The mind,
like the body, depends on the air it breathes; and let the air which we shall afford, be
like the bracing and invigorating sunshine which Heaven throws around every tender

plant.
S. B. RAWSON, Supervisor.

UNION.

Your Supervisor having attended to the duties of his office during the past year, would
respectfully submit the following Report :

Education is a matter of vast interest to us, and on this account I shall ask you to
indulge me in presenting a few thoughts of general value.

Education accomplishes a great work for the man who possesses it, By it his powers
and faculties are drawn out and brought into use. Many persons are unconseious of the
mental power which they possess. Their energies are dormant. They were made capa-
ble of accomplishing a great work in the world, but they will accomplish very little,
They know not what to do, or seeing work that needs to be dome they know not how to
do it. But the fault lies not in any lack of ability to do, but in a lack of knowledge
how to do what ought to be done.
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Tn the shop yonder there is a bar of iron, which perhaps is worth five dollars where it
now lies. The smith work®it into horse shoes, and it is worth ten ; worked into needles
it is worth three hundred and fifty ; into penknife blades, three thousand ; into balance
springs of watches, it is worth two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. But before the
bar of iron becomes thus enhanced in value, how mush heating and rolling and pounding
and polishing it must pass throagh !

Just so edncation is the werk of drilling, traifting and briaging out the finer and
nobler qualities of the mind and heart, thus multiplying the power and usefulness of its
possessor by tens, hundreds and thousands.

This multiplied power iz jast what is needed in every avoeation, The farmer, the
mechanic, the merchant, the teacher, need it, and must secure it in some way, if they
expect to meet the eompetition of the times with suecess. Every department of labor
and service is demanding a more thorough gqualification and wider intelligence of those
who enter upon its duties.

Bat the enltivation of the intellect alone is not enough to secure the highest degree
of usefulness. There must be joined with it a high and sacred regard for right and
truth, and a genuine love for God and man. The ignorant man, who has no regard for
principle, who neither fears God nor regards mam, is dangerous to society ; but not so
dangerous as the man who, with such a character, has a highly cultivated intellect. A
high and pure moral and religious cultivation, securing the firm establishment of correct
principles of life and conduct, is the balance wheel of the human soul, without which
life is of but little value,

The fearful inerease of crime in our country is due in part, without doubt, to the lack
of intelligence ; but far more to the lack of moral and religious cultivation among vast
numbers of the people. Many who are intellectually sharp and quick, are morally
obtuse. They have no high standard of honor and honesty, no sacred regard for truth
and virtue, no abiding sense of accountability to God, no spirit of self-sacrifice for the
good of mankind, Self-interest is about the only restraining influence that such persons
feel. How evident that the standard of moral sentiment needs to be raised and oulti-
vated ; and it is not strange that some should feel the necessity of using all their efforts
in this direetion. In making efforts at reform it is not often that a great deal can be
accomplished with & man whose habits are all established. But there is hope of good
results in labors expended for the good of the young. Let them have the privileges of
& sound morality, early instilled into their minds, and they will not disregard these prin-
ciples in the business of mature life. To secure this, our legislators have wisely pro-
vided by statute law, by requiring our school teachers to inculeate at proper times and
in snitable ways ¢ the principles of morality and justice, and a sacred regard for truth;
love of country, humanity, and a universal benevolence; sobriety, industry and fru-
gality; chastity, moderation, and temperance; and all other virtues which are the orna-
ments of human society; and to lead those under their care, as their ages and capacities
admit, into a particular understanding of the tendency of such virtues to preserve and
perfect a republican constitution, and secure the blessings of liberty, and promote their
future happiness; and the tendency of the opposite vices to slavery, degredation,and
ruin.” Were such moral instruction as this law has in view, to be imparted to all the
youth who assemble in our schools, and welded into their intellectnal culture, or in
other words, were the heart and head cultivated together, the result would be better, and
the tone of moral sentiment in society would be more elevated ; and there would be less
immorality and orime.

But not to dwell longer upon these important matters, there are three things necessary
in order that we may make the most of what we have in the cause of edueation.

1st. We need a deep interest in the cause on the part of parents and oitizens.
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2d. We need good school houses. The first will be likely to secure the second.

3d. We need thorough and competent instructors.

The first of these is only what the relation of parents and citizens to the youth require
at their bands. The second and third involve some expense, but no more than ought to
be cheerfully borne. It is far cheaper to provide facilities, and educate the children,
than it is to try, convict and maintain in jails and prisons the eriminals which an ignor-
ant and vicious population always furnishes.

The amount of money raised by tax to support the schools during the past year was
$1,781.16. Of this sam $240.0C was raised in addition to what the law requires, and
divided between the six smallest districts.

Graded School, Distriet No. 1. This distriet was formed by the union of distriots
Nos. 1 and 12, last spring. The district has built a new and commodius school house, at
an expense of about $4,000. The house is 36 feet by 46, two stories high ; has two large
and beautiful school rooms, provided with maps, a globe, orrery, and other useful appa-
ratus ; it has two large ante-rooms, and is provided with convenient out-buildings. The
school rooms are provided with single desks, and as now arranged will accommodate
fifty-six scholars in each, but may be so arranged as to accommodate more. Appropriate
dedicatory services were held in this house January 28th ; Hon. Warren Johnson, State
Superintendent, being present, and giving a very appropriate and interesting address.
The success which has attended this enterprise has awakened a new interest in the cause
of education, in the community.

The amount of school money for each seholar in town, expended during the year has
been $3 Now, if we call this the average amount for each year, and add $2 for the
average cost of books and school houses per year, for each scholar, we have the cest of
our schools per scholar $5.00 per year. This is a liberal estimate. Multiply $5.00 by
seventeen, the number of years that each child draws money, and we have the sum of
$85.00 This iz what the education of each child in our common schools costs the town
or the public. Cheap enough ; many a parent is expending more than that every term
in some private school to educate a child. '

Allowing that we sometimes fail on a school, yet every one must acknowledge that our
common school system is a grand success. In what other way could so much and so good
education be obtained ? and at so small a cost ?

It is an encouraging fact that our schools are becoming better, and that there is much
greater interest in education than there was five or even three years ago.

The improved condition of those schools where the old school-houses have been thor-
oughly renovated, er new houses built, shows how good a thing is a good school house.
There are a few more of our school-houses that need renovating. When this work is
completed, I see no reason why we may not compete sacoessfully in the cause of educa-
tion with all the towns around us.

F. V. NORCROSS, Supervisor,

.

. RICHMOND.

In the judgment of your Committee the schools asa whole, have been more successful,
than during the previous year. The progress made by individual schools and the pupils
of the same, has been in most instances highly gratifying, not only to your Committee,
but also, we doubt not, to all who have visited them and observed their condition and
workings.

This encouraging state of our schools is owing in some measure at least, toreal live
interest manifested, and judicious care exercised by your agents, in most oases, in the »
matter of securing competent teachers.



124 : COMMON SCHOOLS.

The somewhat frequent applications made to your Committee for information pertain-
ing, to good, yen, the best teachers, was to us an indication of & growing interest on the
part of your agents, and an inereased demand for better schools, on the part of the people.
Believing this, we were inspired anew with hope and courage, as we entered upon the
‘responsible duties of ancther school year. And now we are led to inquire what is most
needed to secure to the citizens of Richmond still better schools? Of course we can only
direct your attention to a few points which may be worthy of careful consideration.

Granting then that we have a sufficient amount of school funds, good, attractive and
convenient school-rooms, good Committee, good agents, good teachers, the best of text
books, we shall still need something more to make our schools what they should be, or
even keep them up to where they now are.

If, for example, with all these there is great irregularity of attendance, the schoels
must suffer more or less, while the absentees or irregular attendants will suffer to a
greater extent.

In this connection comes to view our duty and obligations as parents, guardians and
citizens, in the matter of doing all in our power to secure the regular daily attendance,
not only of all those children and pupils over whom we have almost or quite absolute con-
trol, but all such as we may be able to influence, either directly or indirectly.

This also being done, we should then frequently visit our schools and give to our
toachers all the encouragement and hearty co-operation possible, in all their efforts to
make our schools what they ought to be. Especially, your Committee believe, should
we co-operate with our teachers in their endeavors to maintain good order and diseci-
pline, and to establish such a course of studies in our respective schools as will be
judged for the best interests of all who attend. Or, as we wrote one year ago, ¢“in all
matters of improvement, as well as matters pertaining to discipline and the nltimate
success of our schools, our teachefs should have our hearty and discreet co-operation.”

BENJ. F. TALLMAN,

D. S. RICHARDS, ;S. 8. Committee.
SAM’L W. JACK,

NEWCASTLE.

In making a general review of our schools for the past year, I am glad to say that no
serious difficulty has occurred, and with few exceptions everything has passed pleasantly;
in some instances there has not been so much accomplished as we had hoped for, while
in others our expectations were fully realized. The average attendance in some of our
schools seems much below what it should be ; time and money are therefore thrown
away by scholars by being absent and tardy ; parents can, in a measure, correct this
evil. In most of our schools not a parent has been present during the year. There
seems to be too much indifference on their part ; many will send their children to school
at the commencement of the term, if they learn well it is all right, and if not it is the
same. You ask them about their school, they will say, “ I guess we are having a good
school, I dor't hear any complaint.” Would it not be better to be able to say, ** We are
having a good school, I know, for I have been there to see.”

I would also call your attention to another subject ; Shall we continue to divide the
school money among fourteen distriets, some of which do not contain scholars enough to
constitate a decent school, and be obliged to accept second rate teachers with only one
term a year, or shall we by re-districting reduce the number of schools and employ none

but first-class teachers? Should we not all be willing to sacrifice something for the
" greatest good of the greatest number? Although we cannot greatly reduce the number
of districts, we can do something to equalize the amount of sehool money. Under the

.
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present system, one distriet in this town had, the last year, two hundred and fifty-two
dollars school money, while an adjoining district had only forty-two dollars, the injustice
of which I think must be apparent to all.

To school agents I would say, employ the best teachers you can, and be willing to pay
them a reasonable compensation for their services, To employ incompetent teachers is
worse than to throw away the money ; it is not a cheap nor a lony school that we desire,
but a good one. Your supervisor or committee are often blamed for giving certificates .
to poor teachers ; but some of our best scholars often make the poorest teachers, and
scholarship is the gtandard by which we judge of qualifications. There have been em-
ployed in our schools during tho past year, twenty-two different teachers. I think this
is not right ; the schools should not be subjected to such frequent changes. When you
secure a good teacher their services should be retained in the same school for a series of

terms.
A. W. GLIDDEN, Supervisor.

PATTEN.

All the schools in the town this year have been taught by females, As a whole our
schools are in a good condition, perhaps as good as they ever were before. The discipline
and mode of instruction has been greatly improved through the influence of the Normal
Schools and Teachers’ Institutes.

We think if the school money in this town could be divided so as to give each distrret
an equal length of school, it would be doing the right thing ; it would be a movement
in the right direction.

LUTHER ROGERS, ,
JOHN MORSE, §S. 8. Committee.

— P}

WOOLWICH.

It has been our purpose to give, in this report, as correot and impartial an account
of the condition of each school as possible ; to speak fairly of the ¢ proficiency made by
the pupils, and the success attending the modes of instruction and government of the
teachers.” We think the schools for the past year, as a whole, have been of as good a
character as could well be expected. The agents generally have been successful in
gecuring good teachers. If it be true, as some suppose, that everything depends upon
the teacher, great care should be exercised in the selection of them. We want those
teachers who possess the necessary education, and those, too, who have the ability of
imparting their knowledge to others. Not every good scholar is a good teacher, and
more, we want those who can govern as well as teach. Too many fail in this respect.
Few have perfect control of their schools, and when we can secure teachers possessing
these necessary qualifications, we had better do it, and not allow the consideration of a
few dollars to influence one way or the other ; remembering that such teachers will
command good wages, and if we refuse to pay them others will reap the benefit. A
short school taught by a competent teacher is far better than a long school with a poor
instructor; indeed, the shorter a poor school is the better. When a good teacher has
been once employed an effort should be made to retain that teacher; a change will
probably be for the worse.

But all does not depend upon the teacher. It is impossihle even for ourbest teachers to
be perfectly successful without the co-operation and sympathy of parents. Perhaps this
annual appeal to parents to act well their part in this great work of educating the
young, is getting to be somewhat stale, yet for all that it seems to be needed now as
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much as in years gone by, and we feel that your love for and deep interest in your
childrén, will excuse this oft repeated appeal. Without your aid the schools will fall
below that high standard of excellence we all wish to see them attain.

Irregularity of attendance stands out prominently as one of the greatest hindrances to
suocess ; of the three hundred and seventy-one scholars in town, there has been an
average attendance of only one hundred and eighty-two. Where are all the other
children of school age? Why are they allowed by parents to remain away from sohool ?
Absent from school for any and every trivial cause, is wrong. The loss is not all in the
loss of so much time,; whioch cannot be recovered, but in the disadvantage it places them:
with other scholars-in their olasses.

Tardiness, so common in our schools, is a perfeof; nuisance. Coming into school late
morniug after morning, thus greatly disturbing the school, ought not to be allowed.
For this year there have been 782 instances of tardiness. Who so well as parents can
suppress these-evils?

Another great evil, which many seem to have so strong a passion for, and strive so
hard to indulge in, is speaking in disparaging terms of the school and of the teacher in
presence of their children. How often we have heard this with sorrow ;*sometimes
from those who seemed- to possess good common sense and judgment in everything else.
It must be they do not realize the power of influence they have over their children.
Another wrong iglistening to the often exaggerated reports of children, and condemning
the teacher on the strength of such testimony. Asa general thing, if the children like
the teacher the parents do, and if the children are disaffected so are the parents. A

“teacher may be pleasing to children and yet a poor instructor. It is not always best to
acquit or condemn a teacher on the whim of a child. It is better when we hear evil
reports in regard to the school, to ascertain the truth before pronouncing judgment. In
short, as we desire the highesi goud uf the young and rising goncration, the hope of our

town and country, let us do what we can to make our schools an efficient power of good.

CHAS. BROOKINGS,
D. S. CARTER, §S. 8. Committee,
F. CARLETON,

e

PITTSFIELD.

We have occasion to congratulate the town on the erection of two mew school-houses
within its limits during the past year, viz : in distriots Nos. 5 and 11 ; also an addition
to the old one in district No. 7, making it nearly twice as large as before. The new
housein No. 5 is an ornament to the district, of which the inhabitants feel justly proud.
They have done a good work for themselves. We would suggest to distriots Nos. 3 and
10 to go and do likewise.

It gives us pain to see any of our citizens sighing-for a.rock to put-into one end of the
meal-bag. to-balance the corn and meal as:they go to mill on horseback,-when it has been
80 thoroughly demonstrated that the weight-the horse has to bear may: be easily leagened
by simply dividing the grist. Yet we sometimes-find men so'attached to the past that
they can see nothing with satisfaction that does not conform to the pattern they were
acquainted with in olden times. This is-especially true in respect to education. Any
teacher who does not conform to the old ruts must'be good for nething. They must-be
denounced in presence of the children—s¢ Good for nothing.” ¢ Did'nt-do so when I was
aaboy.”

It is surprising that sensible men and women are willing to'ruin the best interests of
their own children by thus attempting to obstruct the wheels of progress in- our schools.
‘We call upon our fellow citizens to-stand by their teachers, If-they have faults; suggest
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those faults to the teachers themselves, and not foster the spirit of rebellion by accusing
and condemnuing the teacher in the presence of your children. Want of sympathy be-
tween the home and the school has been the cause of very many poor schools.

The interest in the cause of education was never better than at the present time.

A. H. CORNFORTH,
A. L. GERRISH, ES. S. Committee.
A, W. WEYMOUTH,

MACHTASPORT.

The fact is, there must be compliance on the part of scholars, or there can be no order
and consequently no improvement. Some object to anything new in school regulations.
But must we always follow in the ¢“old ruts?” No doubt there are improvements in
school regulations as in all things else. If so, let us readily adopt them ; or at least try
them before we condemn.

If parents would visit the schools more frequently and see for themselves, instead of
listening to hearsay, much trouble and complaint would be avoided. It would be hardly
right to say there is no interest manifested in our schools ; there is an interest, but it is
not manifested in the right way. This town has raised annually one dollar for every
inhabitant, for the support of schools. Houses are built, teachers employed, board and
fuel provided, and scholars sent day after day and week after week, and seldom does a
parent visit the school, either to give a word of encouragement or to see if the money is
wisely appropriatod. This ought not so to be.

While our schools on the whole show some improvement over previous years, we should
not rest satisfied with present advancement, but do all in our power to make them more
efficient. Knowledge and civilization, it is said, go band in hand. Liberal education
and pauperism are seldom combined. Let us act unitedly for the good of our children
and give our schools a generous support, not only in money but in sympathy and encour-
agement.

The fact is, wo are far behind the times in regard to educational matters. Many of
the towns in our own State are far ahead of us, and many of the States are far ahead of
Maine in providing for the education of the risiug generation. It is always better to
take the lead in matters of reform than to follow ignominiously after.

And while we seek to educate the head, let us not forget that the heart, too, needs
educating  Section sixty-four of our school laws makes it the duty of all instructors of
youth, in public or private institutions, ¢ to impress on the minds of those committed to
their instruction, the principles of morality, love of country and humanity, and all other
virtues which are the ornaments of human society.” We fear that too many of our teach-
ers neglect this important part of their duty altogether, seeking only to advance their
schools in the text-books in common use. .

Other branches besides Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar should be introduced into
our schools, such as History, Book-keeping, Surveying, Navigation, and other things of
practical use. We should strive to obtain a higher grade of education,. thereby fitting
our children for higher positions in business and society. In our opinion it would be
well to furnish-all.of our schools with writing books with copies in them; for we believe
where we have different teachers nearly every term, each one writing a different hand,
it tends to break-up ail systems:tic formation of the letters by the scholars- trying. to fol-
low the copy of each successive teacher.

With-better school-houses,.and a liberal amount of school money, and a more careful

.
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and judicious expenditure of the same, we hope our schools will attain a higher standard
and show a better record in the future than they have in the past.

A B. LIBBEY, for S. S. Committee.

HIRAM.

My varied labors and duties have been so arduous that I have sadly neglected my
promise to report the educational status of Hiram. I will note a few signs of progress.

Having been a member of the School Board of Hiram seven years, I am prepared to
report from personal knowledge that the cause of education stands fifty per cent. better
than it did at the commencement of the last decade. The resistless force of progressive
ideas has overwhelmed the stubborn prejudices of old fogyism, and the fossils of a
by-gone age have vanished beneath the advancing tide. Seven years ago there was not
a decent school-house in Hiram. Since that time six new, neat, commodious houses
have been erected, five more completely repaired and remodelled, and the rest rendered
comfortable. Our school money has been nearly doubled. Our resident male teachers
have increased from one to twelve and the number of female teachers in like proportion.
The moral tone of our schools has been elevated; ladies now teach where stalwart men
were formerly required, and the heathenish barbaric rowdyism that formerly appeared
is now unknowan.

Since the settlement of Hiram, in 1774, but two of its citizens have graduated, viz:
Wm. G. Lord, A. M., and Peleg Wadsworth, M. D. We have now eight young men in
college.

During the past year but three schools in twenty-nine have been unsuccessful. The
Supervisor has acted in harmony with agents; the best teachers have been employed in
different districts year after year, while great pains have been taken to call out, train
and encourage our heme talent ; thus our grade of scholarship has been elevated and the
number of our teachers has constantly inocreased. The beaten ruts of study have been
abandoned, new studies adapted to the stirring times in which we live have been intro-
duced. Scholars who have droned over their books vainly looking for light, have risen
with their latent talent roused lion-like within them, with a new light beaming in their
eyes and the word Eureka leaping to the their lips. And yet our course is onward.

LLEWELLYN A. WADSWORTH, Supervisor.

GREENE.

A word in conclusion : 1st. Our school houses. Something must be-done in regard to
our school houses in several districts, very soon. We think the better way would be, for
the town to abolish the district system and build and own the sochool houses. We think
we should feel the burden less than if the district built them. And we should most cer-
tainly have better ones. Several of our houses are a disgrace to the town and the distriot
in which they are situated. We think it a species of cruelty to compel scholars to attend
school in such houses. Parents and members of these districts, have you not an impera-
tive duty here to do? Can you not give to your offspring and those growing up around
you school houses that will cause them to be grafeful to you? houses that they will take
pleasure and pride in ? The question with you should not be, ¢ How ean I afford it?” but
¢¢Is it not policy and a duty to do it?” Can you afford not to do it? It seems reasonable
that our public buildings should always compare favorably with our private residences.

2d. It would be a source of encouragement to us, were dilapidated school houses the
only hindrance to the proper development of the young. When I read the proceedings
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of our legislators, I see language of this import : That an act should pass requiring com-
pulsory attendance of scholars a certain number of weeks in a year to our public schools.
‘What a severe reprimand is this to parents and guardians; saying in so many words,
Your care and your love is so diminutive towards those under your charge, we persons
outside must goad you by some means to perform your duty. When one loses their self-
respect, have they not lost a treasure? And is there no cause for censure here? When
we look around us, on every side, and see parents sending their children to labor in fac-
tories, and workshops of various kinds, and even suffer them to remain idle at home,
when our public schools are in session, we are very forcibly reminded that something
surely ought to be done. It is very true, indeed, that skill of the musecle is good, but a
trained brain is better, and gives force and direction to its powers. Is it not a matter
of joy to feel that the school-house is better than the jail?

The ¢immutable principle of natural law,” upon which our system of public schools
is founded, is the ¢‘absolute right of every human being that comes into the world to an
education,” and which proves the correlative duty of every government to see that the
‘“means of that education are provided for all.” Acting upon this prineiple, should we
not divest our minds of all prejudice and selfish feelings, and with a high-mindedness and
generosity worthy the cause, contribute what we can by our personal efforts, our money,
and our liberal views of education, to sustain everything good of our schools at present,
and by our laudable endeavors raise them to a still higher standard? There is no dan-
ger, fellow citizens, of over-estimating the value of & good education.

HAYDEN BIGELOW,
W. F. MOWER, }S. S. Commuttee.
Z. A. GILBERT,

ACTON.

The inferences and deductions which may be drawn. from the above, should lead to
well settled convictions in regard to the ineffioiency of our school system in a depopulat-
ing town, to answer the purposes for which it was designed. Our schools are too small
and too short to be of much practical importance. The smaller the schools the larger
must be their number; hence, the larger the number of teachers employed, the greater
the expense of school-houses, fuel, board of teachers, &o., while the schools, as a matter
of course, must be shorter and lower in grade. Small schools, therefore, are indicative
of waste in every direction. ~At present our schools are fast dwindling to nothing, and
something must be done immediately. There are several schools already in a ruined
condition. One school has been taught the past year at the expense of $3.50 per week,
exclusive of board; the whole number of scholars was six, the average attendance was
four. Other schools will be in the same condition next year, There is no good reason
why scholars in a small district may not have as many weeks’ schooling out of the school
fund as those living in a large district. It seems evident to many interested in popular
education, that the time has come when the town should take the management of its
schools into its own hands, and reconstruct our school system upon a basis which will
admit of economy, progress and efficiency.

Your Committee, after having examined the reports of our State Superintendent, and
those of the Secretaries of the Boards of Education of Massachusetts and Vermont, do
not hesitate to recommend to the town the abolition of the district system and the adop-
tion of the town system. The State Superintendent has advocated it in his reports the
past three years; the best eduocators in the State recommend it; the towns of Lewiston,.
Lisbon, Auburn, Orono, and others, where the educational interest iz most lively, have

9
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abolished their district system and adopted the town system. A part of Massachusetts
and the whole of Vermont have done the same. It is a significant fact, that where the
best schools are the district system does not exist. The great object of the people is
the establishment of good schools at the least cost, and they have no interest in the
district system when it fails to secure these ends. Your Committee, anxious to ascertain
the views of their fellow citizens on this interesting and important subject, have caused
an article to be inserted in the warrant, calling their attention to it. There are several
school-houses in a very wretched condition, and this subject should be candidly and dis-
passionately considered before these districts rebuild. The Committee deem it proper to
insert & section of the School Laws relative to the abolition of school districts.

Secr. 3. A town may abolish the school districts therein, and shall thereupon forth-
with take possession of all the school-houses, land, apparatus, and other property owned
and used for school purposes, which districts might lawfully sell and convey. The prop-
erty so taken shall be appraised, under the direction of the town, and at the next annual
assessment thereafter a tax shall be levied upon the whole town equal to the whole
amount of said appraisal; and there shall be remitted to the tax-payers of each district
the said appraised value of its pro, erty thus taken, or the difference in the value of the
property of the several districts may be adjusted in any other manner agreed upon by
the parties in interest. Upon the abolition or discontinuance of any district, its cor-
porate powers and liabilities shall continue and remain so far as may be necessary for
the enforoement of its rights and duties.

C. U. BURBANK,

J. E. LKACH, E 8. 8. Committee,
JAMES GARVIN,

HARMONY.

In conclusion, we would say that although the teachers have done well the past year
we expect them to do better in the future. The people are beginning to awake to the
importance af securing the best talent that can be procured for the school-room, and are
willing to pay for it, and as a general rule our teachers are liberally paid for the ser-
vices rendered; but we do not pay enough for such services as we ought to have, Itis
an error to suppose that a thorough education is a sure guaranty of a successful teacher.
Although it is an indispensable qualification, yet the teacher should not only know what
to teach, but how to teach it in such a manner that it shall be most easily comprehended
by the pupil. They should be able to adapt their illustrations to the capacities of their
pupils; and further, they should be able to impart a lively interest and animation to
the school. Any teacher who generally fails in this particular has without doubt mis-
taken his calling.

No greater misapprehension exists in the minds of parents than that almost any one
is qualified to teach a school composed of very small scholars. On the contrary, the
highest order of attainments are absolutely necessary in these cases. Not only the
mental but the moral qualifications should be of the same high tone. The language
especially of such teachers should be pure and chaste, free from provineialism and slang
phrases, in short their whole example should be such as children may safely copy and
practice in after life. )

There is no school apparatus in any distriet in town, with the exoception of black-
boards. This is not as it should be, and we would recommend to three or more of the
largest districts at least to prooure a globe and a set of outline maps for their several
diatriots. '
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We would say to the parents, watch closely the interest of your schools; visit them,
and co-operate with your teachers; sympathize with them in all the trials incident to
their calling; let them feel that you appreciate their efforts, although they may fail to
come up to your ideal standard of the perfect teacher. Yet we would have you watch
for your teachers’ deficiencies in the school room, not in a spirit of fault-finding, but for
their good and for the cause they represent, and we shall have better teachers, better
parents, and better schools.

AMOS HEALND, for 8. 8. Committee.

ORONO.

We do nct propose to moralize, but there are a few things we cannot forbear speaking
about. One is, the vast amount of tardiness. This is an evil that can only be remedied
by you, fellow citizens, and it remains for you to say whether this thing shall continue
or cease. Another thing is, the very many of our scholars who do not attend school at
all, but are loafing around the streets, in the stores and saloons. It does seem to us
that this evil can be remedied in no other way than this—we must have a law that will
give the power to somebody to put those young men into the way of obtaining an educa-
tion. We believe that the State should, for her own protection, educate her ecitizens.
We ask you, then, to co-operate with your Committee, and see if together we may not
be able to remove these things.

C. W. SNOW, for 8. 8. Committge.

YORK.

In taking a retrospective survey of our schools the past year, your Committee are
happy in being able to report, that no serious cases of insubordination have occurred in
any of them, The pupils have been generally docile and obedient. Exceptions have
been rare.

But the general sentiment of the community, that our schools are retrograding—that
they are on the downward grade, has become so patent, that your Committee have come
to the conclusion that there is more truth than fiction in the sentiment. This opinion is
grounded primarily upon the fact, that & large proportion of our young men having
arrived to years of manhood hkalf educated, which is but another name for no education,
are not prepared to enter upon the duties of life and citizenship intelligently.

Another sentiment prevails, that many of our schools, as at present conducted, are of
little worth. Money wasted ! Teacher not qualified ! No order and government in the
school ! That there are grounds for these complaints we are well aware. That there
are defects in our school system as at present conducted is as apparent to your Committee
a8 the noon-day sun. We have endeavored with earnestness to point out these defects
in the school-room, as opportunity offered, Nor are we less ready to point out any and
all defects which are existing or calling for reform. We are not disposed to mince mat-
ters in this respect. We are rather of the opinion that the use of the probe will be
preferable to the application of the plaster,

In the first place, there is not in any of our sohools taught, or lessons given in the
elements of language, the sounds and powers of the letters. Classes of the Sixth Reader
were as ignorant of these first principles as they were of Greek.

And in the reading classes, particularly the fourth and fifth readers, the defect is pain-
fully apparent. Scholars in nearly all our schools have stepped u[;—no, not stepped,
have been hoisted up—into these reading books, whereas two-thirds of them ought to be
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in the Second Reader, or at least in the Third, and there remain till they have learned
to read. Besides, it is a most injurious and unjustifiable course to pursue, to prompt the
pupil when reading——to pronounce words in many instances nearly half the words in
the reading lesson, and the pupil goes to his seat satisfied, not that he has learned any-
thing or gained a new idea, but that he is released from an irksome task.

No oral or object lessons, the delight of the young scholar, are ever given. Reading,
such as has been described, writing, eyphering, and & little smattering of geography, of
which the scholar knowg about as much as the teacher away from the book, and the boy
and the girl are left to pick up all the rest as they can.

There is existing in the statutes of Maine, relating to the education of youth, a sec-
tion, No. 64, which we generally find evaded and ignored, but which we desire to have
observed and complied with by all our teachers. A failure to comply with this requisi-
tion will involve & disqualification to govern a school.

There can be but little advancement in our educational interests until we have a radi-
oal change in our text-books, especially Readers. We ought to have but three Readers,
ocertainly not more than four, from the Primer to the First Class Book. Our Arithmetios
are out of date, and a new series required. The Geographies in use are little worth, so
long as our children are unable to read understandingly, either to themselves or others.
Mrs. Hall’s Oral Lessons in Geography are worth all the others. Hooker’s Book of Na-
ture is of intrinsic valwe. This book, if ‘used as a reading book instead of the Fourth
and Fifth Readers, would have a beneficial influence in infusing new ideas to the reader.
Ip addition, the pupil would take pleasure in committing its lessons to memory.

Finally, he who runs may read—the crying wants of our town—agents who know their
duties and will perform them. A more thorough inspection and supervision of our
schools is imperatively demanded,—a larger and general attendance upon -our schools.
Irregular attendance is a great hindrance to the prosperity of a school. See to it, fathers
and citizens, that none but qualified teachers shall be entrusted with the education of
your children.

J. 8. PUTNAM,
E. E. BARRELL,%S. 8. Committee.
J. A. SWEIT, )

SURRY.

Aceording to the earnest resommendation of the State Superintendent, it was decided
to have written examinations, and to give graded certificates. Uur experience -has fully
satisfied us of the wisdom of this course.

We have sought to raise the standard of qualifications for teachers above that of pre-
vious years. The great need of our schools is better qualified teachers ; this want can
be met only by degrees, one step at a time in advance, and no step backward. Let the
eitizens and district agents and school committee unite and co-operate to this end, s0
success will at length be attained.

The law makes it the imperative duty of the school committee to appoint suitable days
for the examination of teachers, giving no discretion on this point. We have done so,
and if the teachers had attended to the set times there would have been & saving of sev-
eral dollars in the expense, as ten or twenty teachers can be examined as readily as one.

The opinion of the Committee as to the success of a school, does not always correspend
with that of the citizens ; both parties are liable to mistakes. We can judge enly by
what is seen in the school-room. It is said at times that schools appear better when the
Committee are present ; at other times it is.said that schools appear worse. Of course it _
is impossible for any one to remember just how far scholars are advanced at the opening
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of the various schools, and thus decide at the close how much improvement each individ-
ual scholar and each school in town has made during the term. Only an approximate
opinion can be given. We can see the order, note the method of instruction, and ascer-
tain at the close of the school whether the pupils are familiar with the studies passed
over. From these things mainly ean we decide on the success of a school.

Nor does the good or ill success of a school depend entirely on the teacher, There are
some schools where the scholars are inclined to study, and almost any teacher will suc-
ceed ; in other cases almost no one can succeed. Neither must it be understood that
where a teacher fails there is a lack of effort, or moral delinquency. A teacher may do
well in one school and fail in another.

FAYETTE.

A teacher should possess the faculty of commanding respect and securing obedience,
without the exercise of too much arbitrary authority. Executive ability, discretion, a
due gense of dignity and decorum, and an intuitive knowledge of human nature, are in-
dispensable to success in government. A teacher’s aim, ** first, last, and always,” should
be to win and keep the confidence and esteem of pupils. Rules should not be made so
rigid as to be unreasonable. But all just and proper requiremenis should be strictly
enforced. A teacher should be active, energetic, industrious, vigilant. ¢ Slow coaches”
are not much in vogue in these latter days, and a teacher who is slow or lazy in the school-
room ought not to be tolerated. Versatility of talent and quick transitions of thought
are essential in teaching. No teacher should ever become so engrossed in hearing a reci-
tation, or so absorbed in the solution of a problem, as to be unconscious of what else is
transpiring in the school-rcom. The ¢‘one idea” system will not work ik a common
school. A teacher’s memory should be stored with information, gathered from many and
divers sources, and always available for precept or illustration ; to instruection is thus
lent the ever potent charm of variety. Dull routine and dry details are nauseating to
the minds of pupils. Let them be set to thinking, and let their ideas and opinions be
drawn out on various subjects and topics. No wise teacher will strive to cram knowledge
into scholars, and carry on the process till their intellects grow stupid from sheer stuffiing.
Such a method might work well in fitting beeves for the butcher or sheep for the sham-
bles, but not in the education of youth.

Above all things, let teachers engage in their noble calling with heart and soul, and
labor earnestly for the welfare and improvement of the pupils under their charge. Too
many take up teaching for *filthy lucre’s sake,” and act as if they were ‘jogging
along” an easy journey to reach a goal surmounted by the ““almighty dollar.”

Without good teachers our schools cannot prosper. But other elements must combine
to constitute success. Among these are the right sort of iome infiuences, a docile and
tracticable disposition on the part of the pupils, and ¢“last but not least,” concord of
feeling and concert of action in the school, throughout the district and among all in-
terested.

As, in a nicely constructed piece of mechanism, each part must be perfect and in its
proper place, and all move together, in order to insure the effective working of the whole
machine, so in our school system, all the members, young and old, small and great, weak
and strong, must cordially co-operate and act harmoniously in their allotted spheres, to
achieve good results in the grand and glorious work of education.

A. F. WATSON,
GEO. UNDERWOOD, } 8. 8. Committee.
A. G. FRENCH,
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WARREN.

Your Committee have to report, that in their opinion the quality of teaching in the
sehools of the town has been much the same as that of last year. Perhaps there has
been some improvement; at least, there have been no conspicuous failures. As there
was a larger school revenue, the terms of school have been lengthened. It is believed
inexpedient to report each school in detail, becanse, in each oase the verdict of those
most immediately interested has been made up, and an expression of our judgment is not
likely to change the opinion of any person in regard to the school that has been taught
in his own district.

Giving the schools credit for all they have done, and are doing, it seems to be admitted
on all hands that something more is needed to bring them up where they ought to be.
Many who have given the subject attention, believe that the establishment of a High
School, which scholars from any part of the town should be allowed to attend free of
tuition, would do more to effect this than any other one thing.

There are two questions that will naturally be asked : 1st. Why do we want a Free
High Sehool? 2d. How do you propose to support it?

Why do we want one? Because there are scholars in every district in town who ought
to have better advantages than the district schools will afford them.

Again, we need one to save in town the money which is paid out of town by those who
send their children away for an education they cannot get at home; and also to put the
children of poorer parents, who are equally in need of an education, on an equality with
those whose parents are able to send them away to be educated.

Another thing for which we need a High Scheol, is to raise up in the district schools
the standards of discipline and recitation, which in most, if not all of them, are lamen-
tably low.

Now we admii that there might be a High School which would not help these things;
but the right teacher, working on the right plan we think would do it. A High School
where thorough recitations and perfect order were the rule would send out its influence
through all the districts from which its pupils are gathered in ; the teachers of the dis-
trict schools would for the most part be trained up in it; and by the removal of the more
advanced pupils from these schools the teachers would have more time to devote to those
remaining.

A word in regard to what the sehool should be, and why it should be free. It should
combine good sound training, with practical teaching, so that its pupils should leave it
well qualified for the business of life. It should be free, because if you depend upon
tuition your attendance will be irregular, your classification poor; you will fail to have
any system, and it will be only a mixed school on a larger scale, and so have little or no
influence to elevate the district schools,

Certain we are, that if such a school as we have indicated could be established, and
parents could feel that their children would be subjected to good wholesome discipline,
and receive thorough instruction, we should as soon think of dispensing with the appro-
priation for the district schools as fail to sustain it.

Now comes the question, How do you propose to sustain such a school ?

The legislature has recently passed two laws baving an important bearing on this
subject. The first authorizes the trustees of academies to surrender their funds for the
support of Free High Schools. The trustees of Warren Academy have not had a meet-
ing since this subject was broached, so that it is impossible to state definitely what action
will be taken by them under the provisions of this act, Individually, however, they ex-
press their willingness to put their building in order, and to devote it with the grounds
to the use of a Free High School; and to appropriate the income from the balance of
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their fund to its support. This is a favorable opportunity, and one that may not again
oceur, for the town to acquire for school purposes the equivalent of $4,500, well invested
property, and valuable real estate.

The second law referred to, is known as the Free High School Act. This provides in
substance, that if a town expend a certain sum for the support of a Free High School,
the appropriation for the purpose being exclusive of the amount required to be raised by
law for common schools, it shall be entitled to receive as much more from the State, but
no town shall so receive over $500. Now the town of Warren raised for schools last year
$500 more than was required by law. If then we raise the same amount this year as
last, devoting the extra $500 to a Free High School, we shall receive $500 more from
the State, under the provision of this law.

Every one must see that if we are to establish a High School at all, it is for our ad-
vantage to obtain as much State aid as possible. The Committee therefore recommend
that the town vote to establish a Free High School, and to appropriate the sum of $500
for the support of the same for the coming school year.

The Committee believe the importance of this subject a sufficient apology for devoting
to it the bulk of their report.

L. F. STARRETT,
CALVIN BICKFORD, $ 8. 8. Committee.
L. S. BEARD,

PEMBROKE.

In submitting our annual report concerning the prosperity of the schools in Pembroke
during the past year, we find many topics of interest and importance presenting them-
gelves, each and all of which merit, and we hope will receive, careful consideration
before judgement is rendered.

We are of the opinion that many, comparatively speaking, throughout the town, are
laboring under serious misapprehensions in regard to our present system of schools; con-
sequently, we feel it obligatory on our part to dwell upon it at le!igth, giving the subject
a careful review, thus enabling all to form correct ideas, and render a like verdict, also.
And in attempting to do this, we trust that those who manifest a disposition in opposi-
tion to our present system, (which we contend is one of progression,) will exhibit that
degree of charity commendable in every one, thereby exerting an individual influence
at least in the right direction, and cherishing the advancement of a cause common to
us all.

In the discharge of our duties, we deemed it necessary to secure the services of a
teacher for the Grammar School as soon as possible, and to this end the usual means were
employed. Letters were addressed to several men interested in the cause, and finally an
arrangement for one year was concluded with Mr. J. Marshall Hawks, of Bridgton. He
came among us highly recommended, and being fully assured that he possessed rare
qualifications as a teacher, that he was zealous in the cause, and well adapted to our
wants, we deemed it advantageous rather than otherwise, to have his assistance and co-
operation in the work before us. The method adopted for selecting the most advanced
scholars in town for admission into the Grammar School, although an experiment, was &
successful one; as the standard adopted, with but a slight deviation, resulted in obtain-
ing the required number. This being accomplished, and on a basis which favored no
particular persons or localities, the school was put in operation with sixty-three scholars
registered; the same number being sustained to the close of the second term, embracing
twenty weeks. According to the regulations adopted, we had a semi-annual examination
a4 the close of this term, when we found many applicants for admission, twenty-five of
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whom were found to be qualified, and were admitted. This increased the number to
such an extent that we deemed it necessary, and for the interest of the school, to employ
an assistant; and in the discharge of this duty, we found in the person of Miss M. A.
Pease of the Oswego Training School of New York, a woman admirably adapted to our
wants, possessing, as she does, a thorough earnestness of purpose, combined with long
experience in some of the hardest schools of the State. And now, after a trial of three
terms, embracing thirty-three weeks, we can with pride and full satisfaction eall your
attention to its results. We can justly claim it as a model school; and in order, attend-
ance, interest, rank and proficiency, we challenge its equal; and are unwilling to class
it as second to any in the county or State. We are satisfied that the pupils are inter-
ested to a degree unparalled in any other school; that their parents are fully satisfied,
and we venture the assertion, that its opponents, if any, would soon grow to be its sup-
porters if they would avail themselves of the opportunity offered, or even visit and ob-
serve the workings of the school themselves. The effect or results of this sehool can by
10 means be confined exclusively to the pupils who attend it; but, on the contrary, can
be traced to each and every district in town; and in these, it not only proves a strong
incentive to pupils, but also to teachers, thus wielding a three-fold power. While we
have thus endeavored to present the facts concerning this school, and to impress upon
your minds some of the many benefits derived from it, and growing out of your noble
action at our last annual meeting, we must call your attention to the many objects of
beauty, usefulness and value, which, through the instrumentality of the teacher, assisted
by the pupils and their friends, have been secured to us as a town; and, in all candor,
we earnestly invite you to strike the balance, and thus ascertain what outlay we have
actually been subjected to in supporting our Grammar School for one year.

In reviewing the condition and progress of the other schoels throughout the town, we
will not attempt to minutely deseribe all or any individual one. Upon establishing a
Grammar School, we found the standard and number of scholars in Districts 4, 6, and
11, especially, much reduced; and in accordance with ideas previously entertained, we
conoluded that the interests of the town in this direction would be equally as well pro-
moted by employing female teachers in all the districts. Therefore we have acted upon
this idea throughout the town with but one exception, In procuring these for the several
districts, we made an effort to secure first-class teachers; and, among the number thus
secured, we find many who had previously established an undoubted reputation, and
have since accepted positions far in advance of those occupied by them here, and which
they have creditably filled. Others had, perhaps, a less degree of experience, but were
possessed of excellent qualifications, attained by having been members, and even gradu-
ates of the State Normal School.

We do not, in these selections, profess to have exhibited a greater degree of wisdom
than others display; and while we are unwilling to report any schools as utter failures,
we are willing to class ourselves with many throughout the State, and perhaps in every
town, who are annually compelled to admit that, in some cases, the results have not
been up to their expectations. But we do olaim that we have been very sucoessful in
this direction, and that the schools, taken as a whole, exhibit a progress exceeding that
of former years. In admitting that some teachers have failed to produce results fully
up to our expectations, we discover nothing criminal, neither do we look upon it as an
exception, but more as a general rule, claiming that every employer fails to procure
employees who, in all cases, give perfect and full satisfaction. We feel as though it
would be'doing a great injustice to many faithful and efficient teachers to condemn them
because they failed to give satisfaction in localities where parents evidently neglected to
exert their influence towards securing a regular attendance, and withheld their hearty
o0o-operation, which every successful teacher must have. The irregular attendance of
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the scholars in some districts in town is a subjeet worthy of notice, showing, in our
opinion, a sufficient reason why some schools may be put down as unsuceessful.

You may make liberal appropriations, and be favored with as good teachers as the
eountry can produce, but if you fail to obviate this difficulty, there will always be dis-
satisfaction concerning the progress made; and while it is often charged to the teachers
employed, it can justly be attributed, in a great degree, to this single evil. A small
percentage, even, of our appropriations for the support of schools, if expended unwisely,
elicits murmurings from many, and still an examination of our statistics for the past
year rendered by the several teachers employed, reveals the fact that forty per eent. of
the entire money expended in the Intermediate and Primary schools has been lost from
an irregular and non-attendance.

To this great loss which can justly be charged to parents, and to them alone, we might
with propriety make quite an addition growing out of tardiness, making a total sacrifice
almost ineredible; and if attached to the inefficiency of teachers or a neglect of duty on
the part of the committee, would be looked upon as almost unpardonable. This sacrifice
we contend can only be overcome by unity of action on the part of the parents towards
eradicating these two almost chronic evils,—irregular attendance arnd tardiness—by .
exeroising the power they all possess, of not only requiring all their scholars to attend
school, but to attend with regularity and promptness. In addition to this, we would
enjoin upon parents the great importance of exerting all the means within their power.
Encourage your children to be prompt, attentive and obedient. Render to them all
possible assistance in their daily tasks. Cultivate in their minds feelings of respect for
their teacher, and a full appreciation of the many advantages they now enjoy for acquir-
ing knowledge. Give them to understand, by a social and friendly intercourse with the
teachers, and frequent visits to the schools, that you are deeply interested in their welfare.
In this maoner, we claim that grand results can be brought about, and the cause of
education much advanced; but if we are disposed to withhold our efforts, opposite
results with all the attendant evils, will be produced as a lagacy to our posterity. This
year, as usual, we present for your personal acceptance, certain recommendations which
we deem to be necessary for the successful continuance of the work so auspiciousty
begun.

We do not desire to present a multiplicity of wants, such as every town needs, but
only those which seem to us to be important and essential. The condition of the school
property in this town is lamentable indeed, and whether left in possession of the town,
or restored to the respective districts, must receive your immediate attention. Some of
the buildings are a disgrace to any civilized community—totally unfit for the purpose
for which they were intended—ill-ventilated, uncomely pens. The dictates of humanity,
even, require that they be made suitable for human habitations.

Uniformity of text-books is another very desirable objeot to be obtained. Many of
the books now in use in town are from five to fifteen years of age. The Geographies,
especially, are so antiquated that no one, accustomed to a modern work upon the subject,
would recognize the maps of the Western States and Territories, while some States are
not indicated at all. Give us any good Geography, and plenty of them, with Outline
maps, and you need have no fears but that, under a faithful teacher, a good knowledge
of the subject may be obtained. Your Committee have had some difficulty in providing
for the wants of certain localities, such as fuel, board and the care of school property.
Consequently we would suggest that certain individuals be appointed by either the
Assessors or School Committee to act as an Executive or Prudential Committee whose
duty shall be to secure fuel, board, and protect school property from injury and demoli-
tion. This will relieve the Committee of quite a burden, and will, we judge, give better
satisfaction to all concerned. Your Committee would also request, that if a majority of
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persons living in any locality desire the services of any particular teacher, or wish the
school to be in opegation during any particular part of the year, that they will not hesi-
tate to express their wishes, and understand that it is not only our inelination but also
our duty to listen to such requests, and it gives us great pleasure to grant them. We
doubt not that you are already aware of the action of the last Legislature concerning
Free High Schools. We oan but recognize in this act a general desire among the people
of the State for educational advantages superior to those already enjoyed. The action
of the State is free, noble and generous, and we feel that the intelligent people of this

"town need no urging or persuasion to take advantage of this very liberal appropriation.
The only action we deem necessary for the town is to vote the sum of $500, at their
next meeting for the support of such school, and next December the State will furnish
us with $500, a sum equal to *“ one-half the amount actually expended for instruction in
said school.” Besides that, if we conclude to receive pupils from out of town, their
tuition would contribute toward reducing the debt still smaller, and we are confident that
after one year we should find our school self-sustaining, while the amount received for
board and incidental expenses would make a very desirable addition to the business of

~ the town, and cost us absolutely nothing to educate our own scholars. Every man will
understand this at a glance, and we can discover no possible reason why there could be
any opposition whatever to a measure that can bring us nothing but education and con-
sequent prosperity.

We are sorry to know that there are some, who, while willing to establish a Free
High School, consider that the Grammar School will then be no longer necessary. This
mistake evidently arises from a lack of proper knowledge of educational matters. You
certainly would not think of discontinuing your Primary schools, because you had
established Intermediate ones. The Grammar School holds the same relation to the High
that the former does o the latter. Without the one we certainly do not need the other.
Many scholars in the Grammar Sehool are not fitted for a higher grade, and consequently
would have to be sent back to the Intermediate grade; and this, after they have worked
80 hard for a whole year to maintain their rank and position, would be an outrage indeed.
We trust that you will not undo this work so well begun, even if you do not do more.

We have before called your attention to the amount, in our opinion, necessary as a
special appropriation by the town to establish and maintain a High School for the com-
ing year ($500); and, in addition to this, we recommend that the sum of $3,000, be
raised for the support of schools, which, with the amounts derived from other sources,
will be sufficient to successfully carry out our present system, giving not only longer
schools in the rural distriets, but maintaining our Grammar and establishing a High
School.

In conclusion, allow us to to say, fellow citizens, that in the manifold duties devolving
upon us, we have had no easy task in endeavoring to reconcile all the conflicting elements
of a town like this. If some assert that any part of the present system is a failure, we
politely ask them to refer us to any system which has been denominated a success. The
arrangement is new, and we do hope that you will favor us with your sympathy and
hearty co-operation until, perfected and strengthened, it can stand upon its own merits
and prove conclusively that it has inereased the quality, quantity and excellence of
your schools. During all our labors, one thing has cheered us always, and made pleas-
ant and beautiful our cares and duties. The bright, happy faces of your children have
greeted us everywhere; and while helping them in their efforts over the hard places of
youth, we could not refrain from thinking what their future lot might be. Parents,
your dearest, fondest hopes are centered upon your children. Their future happiness,
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comfort and prosperity depend upon your action and your efforts. We leave the result
with you, knowing that in their parents, children have their ablest advocates, their
wisest counsellors and best friends.

T. W. SHERMAN,

HORATIO CLARK, gS. 8. Committee.

STRONG.

With our imperfect system of common schools, and the small compensation of our
teachers, our schools have been attended with as good results as could be expected. Our
legislature has signally failed to enact measures to bring our school system up on a level
with that of many other States. Too many find seats there who know no other way than
to tread in the same old beaten path in which their fathers trod, and thus the wheels of
progress are stayed and our schools are obliged to plod on in the same old beaten track
year after year. Our best teachers find more remunative employments in other callings,
and only teach a few terms and leave the work and engage in something else for better
pay, and the work of teaching is consigned to young, inexperienced, and often incom-
petent teachers. The most of our teachers the past year have been selected from our
own scholars, and with as good results as with those from abroad. After all then, our
great want is teachers; those who put heart and mind into this work, Parents may be
indifferent, school-rooms may be uninviting, children may be careless, but a good teacher
will win essential success., As Horace Mann once said, ‘A good teacher supplements
every defect.” Our great duty then is plain. Seek to secure good teachers; and to this
end give special care to encourage those preparing to teach among our own scholars, and
in every way help them prepare for this work. Some will doubtless disappoint; but we
can tell the good after they have tried the battle. Then, what is of yet higher impor-
tance, keep if possible those in our schools who have proved that they have a native
aptness to teach. We have such teachers; let us be on the watch that other towns do
not lure away from us those our choicest instruments for the maintaining of good schools.
With such teachers we gain all, without them we lose all. Our town holds a good rank
with other towns in the matter of schools; let us by a generous supply of money, and
then its wise use, more than retain this high place. .

We would now call your attention to the cause of failure in our schools. Does the
chief cause lie in our teachers, in our scholars, or our parents?

We answer; First, the chief cause lies with the parents; secondly, with the teachers,
and thirdly, with the parents and teachers. We give the scholars no blame but what is
under the control of either parent or teacher. Some parents on hearing that a certain
teacher is engaged for their school, will say in the presence of their children that the
teacher is good for nothing; and the children catching the spirit will go to school with
this idea, and insubordination is developed. They carry from the parents a license to
do as they please, because the teacher is said to be good for nothing. When children
take an antipathy to the teacher who is compelled to correct them, and go home with
complaints, parents too often take sides with their children, casting all blame on the
teacher. We contend, that after a good, competent teacher is engaged in a school, all
further responsibility for the success is with the parents. If a child needs more than
ordinary correction, or chastisement, then it follows that the parent has been more
than ordinarily to blame, and should so consider himself.

And in conclusion, fellow citizens, we would say in the language of another, “*As you
prize your own happiness and the happiness of your children, as you love your country
and your inheritance, the institutions transmitted from your fathers, and would have
them perpetuated to your children, cherish carefully our system of common schools, to
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which we are more indebted than to anything else, except its foster mother, the Gospel .
Tt is the secret of our general intelligence and pre-eminence, the glory of oar eountry,
the bulwark of our liberties, and the guaranty of our future prosperity. We cannot
value it too highly, we cannot sustain too faithfully.” '

WM. S. TOWLE,

JAMES M. KEMPTON,%S. 8, Committee.
ALONZO B. ADAMS,

———

CHERRYFIELD.

TeacuErs. In reporting the success attending the modes of instruction and govern-

ment of our teachers, I have judged them by general results. To secure capable and
successful teachers for all of our schools is no easy task. But I hazard notbing in say-
ing that, as a whole, our teachers for the past year have been equal in general attain-
ments, special training, and devotion to their profession, to those of any town in the
State. .
As far as possible, I have acted upon the principle that the true interests of our schools
require the best teaching talent that money can command. I do not believe that every
person that has received a common school, academic, or even collegiate education, is
fitted to teach schonl. The mechanic must serve an apprenticeship; the merchant must
receive the business training of years to insure success. The professions demand of all
that enter them special training and preparation; and should teaching be an exception ?
To teach well is a most difficult labor, hence the best training that can be had is needed
by all who undertake it. Acccordingly I have given the preference to trained teachers,
and have urged, and do urge, all those that contemplate teaching, to avail themselves
of the benefits of Normal schools. But let me say one thing more before I pass from
this topie. Those who are now successful teachers will not long continue in the business
nor will those who might become such enter upon it, unless there is a change in public
gentiment in regard to them. People must assume an attitude other than semi-belligerent
towards them; must be ready to strengthen rather than weaken their power. It is too
often the case now, that the faults, real or imagined, of the teacher, (and who has them
not?) are the chief topic of conversation in the district. How often do earnest and faith-
ful teachers, after their day’s toil is over, go home only to learn of some unkind remark
made at the last Sewing Circle, or at the corner grocery. Let their labors be properly
appreciated, and they will make it a permanent, rather than a temporary occupation,

Scroor Hovuses, &c.

As regards school houses, I am glad to be able to report progress. In the Willey dis-
trict a new house has been built and dedicated. The school took possession of it the
latter part of last fall term. It is well built, and furnished with modern furniture, The
people of this district may well be proud of their school building, and they are entitled
to much credit for the efforts they made to build it. I hope they will not stop here, but
goe to it that the yard is neatly fenced; deciduousand evergreen trees planted around it;
the walls adorned with beautiful pictures. All these things are great eduocators of them-
gelves, and they serve to render the school-room pleasing and attractive, a place where
scholars will love rather than dread to go. And I make an appeal to all who have child-
ren in our schools. You can do much to elevate them by simply planting a tree, or con-
tributing a picture. It has been my good fortune to visit a number of schools in differ-
ent parts of the State during the past year, and in all the rooms of the most prosperous
I found pictures and musical instruments, and about them trees and shrubs. It should
be our aim to make every school-room’in town attractive and pleasing.
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In several of the school-rooms needed changes and repairs have been made. Buta
great deal yet remains to be done. The school house in the Shaw dsstrict is greatly in
need of repairs. As the seats are now, it is excruciating torture for scholars to sit upon
them for six hours a day. A small amount of money will put it in good condition. The
Academy school-room needs means of ventilation. Fifty persons cannot remain in a
room poorly ventilated for six hours without danger. And it is a fact which the parents
of Union district do not realize, perhaps, that their children are daily sowing the seeds
of disease in this room. The Academy is greatly in need of a well selected library of
books for referense, such as the American Encyclopeedia. Even though it were small, it
would be of great value to the school. We also need a good musical instrument.

By aid received from the State the past year, we have been enabled to supply each
school-room with a map, and a number of them with charts and numeral frames for small
scholars. And we need more of such things.

The long needed sidewalk from the main street to the lower corner school-house has
been built; the lumber being generously contributed by @. R. Campbell & Co., J. W.
Coffin & Co., and C. P. Nickels.

The grounds about the school-house at Sprague’s Falls need filling up and grading. At
my last visit to the school last fall, I found it almost .impossible to get to the house for
mud and water. The school building is yet unfurnished. I wounld respectfully call the
attention of the inhabitants of that district to its condition.

ScrooL DisTRICTS,

I desire to call your careful attention to the subject of the abolition of our school dis-
tricts, in order that you may act upon it understandingly whenever the question shall
come before you. The State that takes precedence of all othersin educational matters—
Massachusetts—has long since abolished the district system. Vermont has done the same,
I think. The Western States, accepting all that was good and rejecting what was bad in
the educational systems of the Eastern States, never incorporated the distriot system into
their educational plan. Maine has authorized towns to abolish the districte. Many
cities and towns have already done so. Among them are Lewiston, Lisbon, Ellsworth,
Calais. And in all these places the testimony is that the very best results have followed.
It has everywhere proved to be less expensive; it has equalized the burdens of the dis-
tricts in building and repairing school houses. For instance, in our town: the people of
the Tunk district need a new school-house very much, The tax payers in that distriot
are few in number, and to build such a house a8 they need would be a very great burden.
Last year the town expended quite a large sum of money to build a bridge in that dis-
triet. Is there any good reason why the town should not build them a school-house as
well? Is there any reason why the town should have the power to appropriate money to
build a lock-up or to purchase a fire-engine, or buy a poor-farm, and not have the power
to build or repair a school-house, but insist that the districts, rich or poor, shall assume
the whole work? Again, the abolition of the districts will do away with the foolish
division lines, and allow scholars to attend such sohools as are most convenient and bene.
fioial for them. Can any one give me a reason why the scholars up at Stillwater, simply
because they happen to live a few rods the other side of an imaginary line, should travel
two miles to the Small district school-house, when first-class schools at the wpper corner
are within half a mile of them? Time forbids that I should discuss this matter in its
different phases. But let us examine the subject carefully. Pay no heed to this talk of
¢« centralization,” ¢“ deprivation of vested rights,” but take a practical view of the matter,
and see if it will not be s well to have the town a unit, educationally, as well as politi-
oally., For my own part, I believe that the districts should be abolished and a Free High
School established, that shall be open to all the scholars in town that prepare themselves
to enter it.
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ABSENCE AND TARDINESS.

There has been a marked improvement in our gchools the past year in respect to regu-
larity of attendance and tardiness. Various means have been resorted to, to bring about
a change in this respect. The names of all those scholars whq were neither absent nor
tardy during each term of school have been recorded as a Roll of Honor, which is here-
with submitted and made a part of this report. A testimonial was also presented to
each scholar whose name is upon the roll  These, and other means, have been attended
with a good degree of success, as the records will show. For instance, as regards
absence, two-thirds of the scholars attending the academy the past year have never been
absent., At the Spring term of Mrs. Burnham’s school 40 were registered with an
average of 38. At the Spring term at Sprague’s Falls 17 were registered with an
average of 16. This iz all enconraging, but there is still room for improvement. Toe
often it is the case that scholars are allowed to remain away from school, or are kept
away for trivial reasons and often-times without any reason. To illustrate : On my way
to visit one of our schools last Fall, in going the distance of one mile, I counted four-
teen boys sitting on the fences and idling about the door-yards, most of whom were
members of the school that I was about to visit, and all should have been. I cannot
say that I went on my way rejoicing in the interest the parents of those boys took in
their education.

In regard to tardiness, the records show in some schools very great improvement. In
others still a bad condition of affairs. The fact is, scholars should be made to under-
stand that if they are going to attend school at all, they should attend regularly and in
season. Absentesism and Tardiness are evils, and only evils, and are continually so.
But great as these evils are, there is one greater :—

Nox-Arrenpanca,

There are 697 scholars in this town. Nearly three hundred of them do not attend
school at all. Fellow-citizens, you raise liberal sums of money for school purposes.
You tax yourselves to pay those sums, and pay your taxes cheerfully. The State
extends a helping hand. The money is expended. Comfortable houses are furnished,
capable teachers are employed and yet there are nearly three hundred children and
youth that receive no benefit from all this expenditure. When I know that there are in
this town boys of "eighteen years that can neither read nor write ; when I know that
there are families of children in this village many of whom have never seen the inside
of a school-house ; and when I see for weeks scores of boys engaged in the very profitable
business of catching ¢¢ Tom-Cods ” while there are five schools in session within a half a
mile of them, at a cost of sixty dollars a week, I am led to inquire, is there no remedy
for all this ? The people of this country are fast becoming convinced that the only
remedy is in

CoMPULSORY ATTENDANCE. )

Self-preservation is the first law of nature as well for States as for individuals. The
safety and perpetuity of a republican form of government depends upon the intelligence
and requires the education of the whole people. Without an intelligent and educated
people such a form of government cannot long exist. The people of France have
repeatedly tried to establish such a form of government and failed. Mexico has pre-
sented a pitiable spectacle to the world, for the past quarter of a century, in her
attempts to establish a republic. Spain is to-day in the midst of a revolution. Her .
patriot statesmen desire for her a free government. Why do we doubt their success?
Why has France and Mexico failed hitherto? Because the masses are not educated.
Iguorance and superstition prevail and these are incompatible with free government,
‘“It has been well said * that to know how to cast a ballot in a free country is of far
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more importance than to know how to cast a spéar.’ A nation may recover from a
defeat in battle, or even from the disastrous consequences of an unsuccessful, or, what
perhaps is worse, a successful war ; but from the effects of popular ignorance, there is
no recove:y. It is an abiding consumption at the vitals of the body politic, Ignorance
among the people in a democratic commonwealth reaches, in its leprous influence, to
every fibre and function of the State. It stagnates the currents of health, palsies the
right arm of labor, debases a cheerful and intelligent worship to a fear-stricken super-
stition, pollutes the fountains of justice, renders contemptible the decisions of the jury,
degrades and brutifies social intercourse, exchanges the discussions of freemen met in
council for the yells of a mob or for voices of command from military despots. The
sovereignty of intellectual power is supplanted by unreasoning force. The pen gives
place to the sword, the book to the bayonet, the majesty and authority of law to the
reign of chaos.” The founders of our republic foresaw all this and urged the impertance
of education. Washington said that ‘“in proportion as the structure of a government
gives force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion should be enlightened.”
Jefferson said that ¢“ he looked to the diffusion of light and education as the resources
most to be relied on for ameliorating the condition, promoting the virtue, and advane-
ing the happiness of man.” Said Benjamin Rush : ¢ there is but one method of pre-
venting crime and of rendering a republican form of government durable ; and that is
by means of proper modes and places of education; and this can be done effectuaily
only by the interference amd aid of the legislature.” And later, said that eminent
jurist, Chancellor Kent : ““The parent who sends his son into the world uneducated,
defrauds the community of a lawful citizen, and bequeaths to it a nuisance.” John
Quincy Adams said that ¢ Moral, political and intellectual improvement, are duties
assigned by the Author of our existence to social, no less than individual man. For the
fulfilment of these duties, governments are invested with power, and to the attainment
of these ends the exercise of this power is a duty, sacred and indispensable.”

Have we any causes of alarm to-day? In view of the condition of affairs at the
South, where the majority of the voters are ignorant ; in view of the fact that we have
seen a great city robbed of its millions, by knaves sustained by an ignorant populace ;
that we know not only that bribery and purchase are becoming common at the polls,
but are the avenues to high positions ; that gigantic moneyed corporations sre grasping
without resistance all power of every character,—I say, in view of all this, have we not
reason to be alarmed, and ought not all the people to be educated in order that they
may intelligently perform their duties as citizens? No one doubts the power of the
State to tax its citizens for the support of schools. Is not then, the powerto compel
attendance upon those schools co-ordinate and co-extensive with the power to tax for
their support? The source of power is the same in both cases—the safety and perpetuity
of the government. But ““to provide at great expenmse by supreme suthority of the
State for free education of all the youth of the State, and at the same time to leave all
at liberty to rejeot what is thus provided, is to allow a self-destructive principle to lurk
in the very citadel of the whole system ”

SUPERVISION.

Believing that school supervision to be of any avail, should be close and constant, I
have endeavored to give to our schools all the attention possible, under the circum-
stances. The village schools I have visited very frequently. And those of the outer
districts, none less than four times each term, and most of them double that number.
Our schools are so far apart that it is impossible to give them as close inspection as is
desirable. I have, however, required of every teacher in town, a weekly report of the
name, age, punctuality, deportment and scholarship, of each scholar under his or her
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charge. By inspection of these reports on Saturday of each week during the term, I
have been enabled to learn the general condition of the schools and the progress of each
scholar attending them. I have endeavored to aid the teachers in regulating and
governing their schools; and with no desire to try experiments. I have introduced
nothing that has not proved successful in the best regulated schools in the State. My
views and plans have been cheerfully received and carried out by teachers,-and my
official relations with them have been pleasing and kindly.

And now, in conclusion, let me say that with parents, school officers and teachers in
hearty co-operation, our schools can soon be raised to a high standard of excellence, and
become the pride of the community.

HARRISON HUME, Supervisor.

BENTON.

In conclusion, let me gay to those who are interested in the welfare of their children,
and wish to see them become intelligent and respectable members of society when they
arrive at maturity, they should labor to make our common schools as efficient as possible,
and then see that the scholars attend regularly. Let them not absent themselves a
single day unless it is absolutely necessary. If you allow yourscholars to stay away from ‘
gchool two or three days in each week, and an hour tardy when they do go, you must not
expect them to make much progress, for it will be impossible for any teacher to get them
interested in their studies or cause them to make any considerable degree of advance-
ment. Give them to understand that they must be punctual at school each and every
day, and they become habituated to it, and will not think or wish to stay away, and
consequently they become interested in the school and their studies and can hardly fail
of making good advancemeni. The registers oi our schools for the past year show the
average attendance, compared with the whole number of scholars in town, is less than
fifty per cent. This shows, allowing our schools to be first-class, one-half of our money
is thrown away or of no practical benefit to the soholars. The question may be asked,
¢ what shall we do to increase the efficiency of our schools?”’ In reply I would say, in
the first place, have comfortable school rooms instead of hog pens; in the next place
employ none bnt good teachers at whatever cost. Then furnish your scholars with
proper text-books, and send them to school every day in proper season.

Go visit the school yourselves, and instead of listening to every little complaint your
children make, and speaking disparageingly of the teacher in their presence, giving
them to understand you-don’t think much of the school and the teachers are not what
they should be, try to encourage them. Endeavor to make their task light as possible;
show teacher and scholars by your presence at school frequently, that you are interested
in their advancement. If scholars were expecting their parents to visit their school
occasionally, they would be much more interested in having good lessons, and making a
good appearance and take pride in showing them how well they can do. ‘

Remember one word spoken against teachers or their mamner of conducting the school
in hearing of your children, causes them to think that the teacher is not what he should
be, and will say at once, the teacher is good for nothing and we shall have no school
this term, consequently they lose their interest and take liberties they would not, if
given to understand that they had a good teacher. '

A bill was before the legislature the past winter relating to compulsory attendance.
If there is one school-law needed more than another, that is the law required in this
town. If parents have no interest in the education of their children, the State should
interest itself in the education and improvement of her citizens.

'



APPENDIX. 145

A law was passed the past winter granting a sum equal to what the town might raise,
not exceeding $500, to establish a high school. I would recommend that the town take
steps as soon as may be to avail themselves of the benefit of this gratuity.

Now let us all work together for the improvement of our schools and the education of
the rising generation. Adopt every new measure that will be beneficial, and abolish old
theories that have proved to be useless, Let us understand the world moves; progress
is'the watch-word,

HENRY JOHNSON, Supervisor.

—ie

BERWICK.

In reviewing the past year we find much to praise and but little to condemn. Our
teachers in general have tried to make their schools interesting and profitable; they
have seemed to lose sight of the scanty sum that they were to receive for their labor,
and it gives us much pleasure to say that their efforts, where they have been sustained
by the parents, have been successful. It has been gratifying to us to meet so many of
the parents in the school-room at the close of the various terms; it shows their appre-
ciation of the teacher’s efforts and the interest they have in their childrens® welfare.
Only let it be known by your visiting your schools that you are interested in them, and
your children will strive more earnestly to become masters of their studies and win
your, as well as the teacher’s approbation.

We would again urge upon you the duty of co-operating with your teachers in their
efforts to carry on their schools to a successful completion. You who are fathers hardly
know how at times to manage your children. ¢ How think you would succeed if those
surrounding them should instill into their minds that you are not worthy of their regard,
and to disobey is manly ?”

There is an ¢‘article in the Warrant” in regard to cumpulsory school attendance.
Some, upon first thought, will say that the State or town has no right to pass a measure
compelling their children to attend school; but, quoting from Hon. J. White, ¢¢ It will
not be denied that it is the duty of the State to provide the means of education, the
duty of parents to avail themselves of these privileges, and to go even further, it is the
duty of the State to compel parents and guardians to avail themselves of the privileges.
The law punishing parents who, in good eircumstances, fail to provide children with food
and clothes was a good law, and the law should make the same provision for intellectual
food. As early as 1717, Prussia passed laws compelling her children to attend school,
and now they are compelled to go to school every year from the age of 7 to 14.”

France, out of one hundred crimiunals, sixty-one could not read or write, twenty-seven
imperfectly, and only twelve could read or write well. England, out of ‘one hundred
criminals, only three could read or write well. In our own countiy we have a lirge
foreign population, and it is thought by many that have not given this subject an exam-
ination, that they furnish a majority of criminals, but in 1870 only one out of a hundred
were foreign born; and it is astonishing to know, thatin this country of books and free
schools, that ninety out of every hundred criminals cannot read, and 96 per cent, never
had ‘any légal occupation.

When the law of ‘compulsory education is made and enforced as it should'be, there
will be no appropriations made for building or enlarging our prisons; the State:and
county will enjoy that prosperity not known before.

We are now receiving aid from the State for educational purposes, from three sources:
6 per cent. interest on a sum rising $300,000, realized from the sale of wild land, which
oconstitutes a ¢ Permanent School Fund.”

10



146 COMMON SCHOOLS.

The ¢ Savings Bank Tax ” is a semi-annual tax of } of 1 per cent. on the total amount
of deposits in all the savings banks in the State, and ¢ The School Mill Fund,” a tux of
one mill per dollar upon all the property in the State according to the valuation. The
Savings Bank Tax and interest on School Fund for this town, payable July 1st, 1872,
amounted to $291.64. The next apportionment will be made July 1st, 1873, and will
be about double the amount received last year, From the Mill Fund we received
858.04. Besides this there is the Free High School Bill, passed by the last Legislature,
by which districts may unite for the support of a High School. No one term to be less
than ten weeks; one-half of the expense to be defrayed by the State if the whole ex-
pense does not exceed $1,000. Notwithstanding all this, we do not think it would be
wise for the town to retrench in the least its annual appropriation for the support of
schools. Let no sordid desire to hoard up riches be in the way of giving to your children
one of the greatest of all blessings—a liberal education.

Let us not put any stumbling blocks in the way of man’s future progress for towering
far above the highest conceptions of which he is now capable. There is an eminence to
which man is destined to attain, in intellectual, moral and religious culture. His march
is onward., There is no abiding place upon which he may stay his feet. Just beyond
him is the goal for which he is striving, and, though he sometimes grows weary, and
thorns by the wayside impede hiz onward progress, yet he must bravely contend with
every adverse element if he would attain to hope’s glad fruition.

¢¢ We must not hope to be mowers
And gather the ripe gold ears,
Until we have first been sowers
And watered the harvest with tears.

The day is not far distant in which ignorance will be looked upon with a far less
degree of allowance than was knowledge in the days of Popish power. People must be
educated if they would walk out into the world and nobly subserve the purpose for which
they were created. Once obtained, riches may leave us, sunshine friends will go with
them. But of far more value than the gold of Ophir or the dismonds of Golconda are

the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

J. H. STILLINGS,
C. P. GERRISH, %S. 8. Committee.
A, K. DOWNS,

AUGUSTA.

In reviewing the work of the year, while we find many things to look back upon with
satisfaction, there are still others whose retrospect is far from pleasurable.

As a committee, we have desired to do what we could to make successful the schools
placed under our supervision. But it has been beyond our power to make good teachers
out of poor ones, to awaken an interest and enthusiasm, where parents, teachers and
scholars have had none, and to bring into our schools the large number enrolled as
scholars, whom'indulgent and uninterested fathers and mothers have permitted to stay
away from the oppertunity of an education, which a wise and benevolent provision has
brought.to their very door. :

Having no voice in the choice of teachers for the various districts, except in the mat-
tor of .issuing certificates to those who appear before us for examination; we have seen,
during the year, in several instances, the wrong teacher in the wrong school; and where,
in a different situation and under different influences, a success might have been achieved,
we have been powerless witnesses of a comp}ete or partial failure,
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The question may be asked, where is the fault? It may be answered, ¢ Partly with
the agents, and partly with the committee.” We have no wish to be understood as indis-
eriminately censuring school agents; but the committee have a few words to say in vin-
dication of themselves. They are often obliged to allow some things contrary to their
wishes and their sense of right, because they have not sufficient power in the matter.
Under the present system, they are often compelled, by the force of circumstances, to
accept of teachers, whom, if they should use their own eyes and exercise their own
judgment untrammeled, they would reject. Who are the best qualified to judge of the
wants of the different schools; the committee, who visit them and examine into their
condition, or the agents, who never or rarely visit them? The agent selects a teacher,
and sends him to the committee for examination. The committee have only a veto
power. They may reject, they cannot nominate, and it is not altogether optional with
them whether the applicant shall have a certificate, or not. If he can answer the
questions proposed to him, satisfactorily, he is entitled to one. But it is not in the
power of the committee to ascertain that strangers, who come before them, possess a
faculty to interest children, or skill in governing them. They may be in doubt on both
these points, and yet have not sufficient evidence to reject. In fact, when the bargain
is already made between the agent and the candidate, as is usually the case, the evi-
dence must be quite conclusive to warrant a rejection. And so, in some instances, cer-
tificates have been issued when undoubtedly they should have been withheld. It ig
often the case that the teacher delays presenting himself, till just upon the time arranged
for the school to commence, so that a rejection would cause delay, and very likely result
in a selection no better than the first. The certificates issued by us for the past two
years, prepared by the State Superintendent of Schools, have been graded, and have cer-
tified so nearly as we could determine to the actual attainments of each candidate. These
have varied widely, from ¢ very good” in some few instances, to ¢‘average,” ¢ poor,”’
and ¢ very poor.” It is very rarely the case, we think, that the agents who employ the
teachers, see or know the rank of the certificate issued. The question is asked by the
agent, ‘ have you received a certificate ?” and, an affirmative answer binds the bargain
already made; and the agent remains ignorant of the certified opinion of the committee,
of the qualifications of the person whom he employs to instruct the children and youth
of the district which he represents.

Now there seems to us but two ways in which these difficulties can be avoided. One,
by vesting the power of employing teachers in the School Committee; and the other by
a better understanding and more hearty co-operation of school agents with the commit-
tee. They should consult together, work together, and be mutual aids in promoting the
best interests of the schools. Agents should confer with the committee, with reference
to the special wants of the districts they represent, and the committee should aid them
in the selection of teachers. In no case should a teacher be employed by any agent,
until he has the evidence, ascertained either by mutual consultation or certificate, that
in the judgment of the committee, he is qualified for the particular school which he is to
have placed in his care. Let no one suppose from what has been said, that the commit-
tee wish to rob any district or any individual of their liberties, or that they have any
particular desire to acquire new power. The employment of teachers involves such
responsibilities as they are not at all anxious to assume; still we speak our convictions
on this point, and say that we believe cur schools will not attain that standard of excel-
lence which they ought, until one or the other of the plans suggested be adopted.

In this connection, we urge the importance of employing in all our schools good and
competent teachers. The additional amount received now from the State mill-tax would
be well used in securing for the various schools better teachers, rather than length of
term, Itisnot the amount of schooling that is chiefly important, but good teachers;
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and the services of good teachers canuot be secured for the small compensation paid in
many of our districts. It isu fact that should always be remembered, that the teacher
whose services are available for a small compensation, is often the most expensive for
the district, The short term well taught, is far more profitable than the long and illy
taught school, Get good teachers, by paying them for their services; and having learned
their value, be slow to give them up for others. If they have donme good service one
term, let them be employed for another term, and still another. Some districts have
learned already the importance of this rule, and have employed for successive terms the
same teacher, thus saving themselves what "is too often a profitless experiment, and en-
suring themselves thus a certain success.

Our experience during the past goes to show that a majority, atleast, of those who
present themselves for examination fall far below the standard of good teachers.

It is our firm conviction that no one is properly qualified to teach a common school
who has not the fundamental principles of a thorough English education so inwrought
into his mind that he can readily apply and explain them, without being slavishly fet-
tered by his text-book. Almost any one can go mechanically through the routine of
_ school exercises, but not every one,—not every good scholar, even—can teack a school,
for teaching signifies the imparting of knowledge to others. A teacher must know not
only what is to be taught, but kow to teach it. He must have tact, judgment and com-
mon sense; he must study his pupils, bring himself into sympathy with them, and adapt
his explanations and illustrations to their capacities; he must be diligent, patient, earn-
est and zealous. His ardor must kindle the desire of the scholor,.and awaken his enthu-
siasm. Now, no one can visit our schools without feeling that one great fault in them
is lack of sufficient interest and enthusiasm, Look into some of our schools; a general
atwosphere of dullness and indolence overspreads everything. The faces of the children
lack expression; the recitations are mechanical, and move onward in a dull, uninterest-
ing way. It is of no use, under such a condition of things, to say to the pupil, ¢ You
must study,” or ¢ You must keep still.” There must be something more; there must be in
short, in the teacher, that peculiar faculty of constantly interesting the pupil, of making
his tasks delightful and engaging, of stirring up his ambition, and of exciting his atten-
tion by resorting to variety, and novelty, and art, in the conduct of recitations and the
general exercises of the school-room. To be sure, it is difficult to find always a teacher
who has this faculty; but none should be employed who are destitute of it altogether.

To come back then to the old propositions which Committees have so long labored to
enforce. First, pains should be taken to secure a competent, active, zealous and con-
scientious teachers; and secondly, they should be sustained by the interest and aid of
parents. See to it that your schools are not left to the supervision of the Committee
alone, Interest yourslves in the performances of your children, and then observe how
quickly they will interest themselves in them. Iollow them to school, talk with them
about their lessons, and about the events, and rewards and incidents of the school-room,
and you thereby remove from their minds the idea that study is a drudgery, and the
school-room is & mere machine shop. With live teachers, and a community interested
aetively in the education of its children,—and under no other circumstances, shall we
have schools worth the money and time expended in their support.

Free Hiem Scmoown.

There has:been placed in our hands-by the.State Superintendent of Common Schoels,
the ¢ Act in-aid of Free High Schools,” passed by-the-last. Legislature. This act pro-
vides that any town establishing and maintairing a free high school, shall be entitled to
receive from the State one-balf the amount actually expended for instruction; not, how-
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ever, exceeding five hundred dollars. We respectfully call your attention to ihis act,
with the hope that such action may be taken as shall secure to the city the appropria-
tion which the State is ready to grant. The High School which we now have in our city
affords facilities to those only who are within the bounds of the ¢ Village District,”
except on the payment of tuition. It would seem now, that the door might be opened,
by which the *“ High School” could be entered by every scholar in the city possessing
the necessary qualifications. Final action, of course, would rest with the ¢ Village
District.” But it would seem very probable that a proposition coming from ths city to
pay a certain sum into the treasury of this district, for the purpose already iadicated,
must meet with a favorable response. In our judgment this subject is eminentiy deserv-
ing of attention.

ScroorL-HousEs.

No money has been raised by tax in any district in the city during the year for the
purposes of building or repairs. The school-houses in No’s 2, 4, and 10, need special
attention. The school-house in No. 2 is really a disgrace to the district and city, and
the inhabitants ought to be compelled to build, if they will not voluntarily unite in this
work. Something has been done in the way of furnishing a few of the school-rooms
with maps and better black-boards. In districts No. 2 and 21, in accordance with our
recommendation of last year, an cutline map of the United States, and one of the Hem-
ispheres have been purchased by the scholars. The agents in districts No's 1, 18, 20, A.
ard B, have also purchased the same maps. Such maps are needed in every school-room
in the city; as well as a globe, and a copy of Webster’s or Worcester’s dictionary, as a
book of reference. In the majority of our school-rooms better black-boards are a neces-
sity. In several cases we have found no black-board that could be used. All that are
found in several of our school-rooms, being a few square feet of pine board, or of rough
plastering, on the walls of the room, covered with black paint; entirely unfit for use,
and often placed so high as to be in some cases even beyond the reach of the teacher,
As in our last report, so again, we earnestly call the attention of school agents and par-
ents to this matter. A small sum will fyrnish a good black-board in every case where it
is needed. Better, if need be, shorten your summer and winter terms, to furnish your
school-rooms with the indispensible black-board. ‘A per cent. of the school money
could not be spent to better advantage than for this purpose, For the small sum of two
dollars, two outline maps, one of the United States, and the other of the Hemispheres,
can be obtained. What school-room need be without them? We trust that this matter
will claim the early attention and favorable action of each district, and before the com-
mencement of the summer schools, the needed black-board and maps may be found on
the walls of every school-room.

IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE,

By reference to the statistical table, it will be found that not only a large per cent. of
those enrolled as scholars are not registered in our schools at all, but that the attendance
of those who are registered is very irregular. The number of scholars returned as
belonging to that portion of the city schools represented in this report, is 1,134. The
whole number registered during the year, 661; leaving 473, who have had no conection
with the schools during the year. The average attendance for the year has been only
456. These figures demand serious attention. Of the 1,134 scholars returned from the
suburban districts, 456 represent the actual attendance for the year; and 661 the whole
number who have had even a brief connection with the schools. This irregular attend-
ance is one of the most serious difficulties connected with our schools. Under existing
law, the teacher has no power to compel the scholar to attend school. This power lies
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wholly with the parent or gnardian; with whom ordinarily the fault of non-attendance
rests. In our judgment, compulsory attendance by legislative enactment, would ke both
wise and benevolent. The State has a right to ask aund insist, upon some measure, to
secure the education of all its youth. We do not propose to go over the argument for
obligatory education here. The non-attendance, as well as the irregular attendance, of
the large number of those whom the law recognizes as scholars, are arguments them.
gelves which cannot be gainsaid, We earnestly call the attention of our city authorities,
of parents, and of every one interested in the prosperity of our schools, to this subject;
and suggest that all the power with which at present we are vested be used to enforce
the attendance of truants and others, upon such means of education as the city has pro-
vided for them. There seems to be injustice in compelling men to pay taxes for the sup-
port of public schools, on the ground that the general education of youth gives in-
creased security to property, and enhances its value, while we permit many of these
youth to receive no benefit from the provision made for their education.

DAVID CARGILL, .
GEOQ. E. WEEKS, §S. S. Committee.
C. ¥. PENNEY,

LAMOINE. )

In calling your attention to the Annual Report of your Committee, we would cite the
words of that friend of educational institutions, Hon. Hqrace Mann, when he says that
¢ under the sublime law of progress, the present outgrows the past.” And in no other
respect is this trath more apparent than in the educational institutions of a people; and
more especially is it 8o in the genius, workings and results of what is termed our “Com-
mon School System.” Generated and fostered by our State governments, watched over
incessantly by proper and fit officers chosen by such government, with schools for the
training of such as shall devote themselves to the noble work; such schools the property
of the State, requiring in every session of the Legislature the wisdom, counsel and ex-
perience of our Representatives to further its interests; spreading out its workings from
State, county and town down to the smallest district, it has become the nursery of our
nation’s greatness, the common ground upon which meots the entire intellect of society
to begin the march of mind. ’

If then, it is needful that during every session of our State government a pertion of
time should be devoted to the furtherance of the interests of education by counsel in
debate, and by enactment as well as by the appropriation of money, is not our duty
equaliy clear that we should co-operate in carrying out all the requirements devolving
upon us in making this work as effectual as possible ?

With the duties of the officers of the town and district and their proper fulfilment, it
is our privilege to report and to add such advice as our experience may dictate for the
good of all. We are confident that the people that cease to advande, in the notion that
their mission is ended and their development complete, from that moment begin to de-
cline, and must go rapidly to decay.

There should be mutual co-operation of parents, agent and teacher towards making a
school successful. Parents should co-operate with the teacher in securing attendance and
supporting discipline. Agents should co-operate with the committees in securing proper
teachers, and not interfere with or encroach upon their sphere of duties, but in all cases
advising with them for the general good. It is not the duty, neither can it be allowed,
that a district agent shall request a member of the committee not to visit a school of
which he is agent. An agent may visit a school every day, as a matter of choice, but
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it is the duty of a member of the committee to visit, examine, and report of such school,
and he has no choice in the matter, but attend he must, or falsify the cath he has taken
before the town.

In conclusion, there is one important matter we would call your attention to, and that
is, the frequent change of teachers; and perhaps this is a subject very little thought
about; and yet the frequency of change in teachers is a most alarming evil. It breaks
up all connection between one term and another. Teachers have different ways, and it
takes some time to get out of old ways and into the new. This may be remedied in part

by the selection of teachers from the ranks of those who have received their instruction
in our Normal schools, the system being uniform. When districts have secured the ser-
vices of capable teachers, be sure and retain them for more than one term, as they will
be better able to perform their duties in consequence of having become acquainted with
their pupils.

J. C, WINTERBOTHAM,

RICHARD PHERKINS, } 8. 8. Committee.
WARREN KING,

HARTLAND.

Again it becomes my duty, in performing the labors of a responsible office, to which
you have repeatedly called me, to submit a report of our schools for the past year.

The Legislature of 1872 reduced the amount, per capita, which the towns are required
to raise for the support of schools, from one dollar to eighty cents; at the same time it
provided for a school fund by imposing a tax of one mill, annually, on the entire valua-
tion of the State, and also levied a tax of one-quarter of one per cent., semi-annually,
on the deposits in savings banks; hence the amount of school money for the benefit of
this town is increased from last year to the amount of $365.91, notwithstanding we raise
only four-fifths as much as a town.

The amount of school money last year, from all sources, was $1,153.25, while this
year it is $1,519.16. This money was raised from the following sources, to wit :

Town, $900.00; Mill Tax, $462.10; School Fund, $157.06. Total, $1,519.16.

The Mill Tax is of much benefit to the interior towns, from the fact that the amount
paid to the State falls far short of the amount received from it, while in the cities and
other wealthy places the result is the reverse of this, because the wealth of the city com-
pared with the number of its scholars far exceeds the wealth of the country towns com-
pared with the number of their scholars. I believe this is right. Why should not the
property of the State educate the children? This principle is adopted in raising money
in every town for educating our scholars, A man with a large estate and no children is
gubject to the same tax on the dollar as he who has a dozen in one family and no prop-
erty. In one view cf the subject this does not seem just, but when we remember that
the State is strong and powerful only in proportion to the intelligence and industry of
her people, and weak and feeble in proportion to her ignorance and slothfulness, then
we can see the wisdom and justice of this principle of ‘government and law established
by our fathers who framead the institutions we now enjoy.

The valuation of the town of Hartland, according to the State valuation of 1870, and
on which the Mill Tax is based, is $264,180; hence the amount paid by the town of Hart-
land into the State treasury, arising from the Mill Tax, is $264 18, and the amount re-
geived from the same source is $462.10, giving us a gain of $197.92, The scheol money
‘rom all sources, amounting (as before stated) to $1,5619.16, has been distributed among
she several districts in town.
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In closing this brief statement concerning our schools, I wish to make some remarks
in reference to the idea of being ‘“too young to govern.” You will notice by this report
that the principal and almost entire difficulty in our schools during the year past, has
been in government, Now, in my judgment this has arisen solely from youth and inex-
perience. While it is quite frequently the case that a very young person may be well
qualified to instruct scholars, it is very rarely the case that he can well govern. How
ean we expect one youth to govern and control another? How can we expect a young
woman of 15 or 17 years, or a young man of 17 or 19 to go into a school-reom and. es-
‘tablish and maintain good government, when one half of those scholars are his (or her)
equals in years and experience, and the other half may be so young and inexperienced
as to tax the best powers and skill of parents at home to keep them anywhere within the
bounds of propriety and decency? I would therefore recommend that agents employ
teachers of more experience. I would by no means recommend that aged people be em-
ployed as teachers, or those so old as not to know how to sympathize with the young;
but employ those who have the vivacity of youth, harmoniously blended with the expe-
rlence of years, then our scholars will be well governed, and thoroughly educated.

I might continue these remarks to greater length, but for fear of wearying your
patience I will hasten to close, by urging all, parents as well as school agents and others
more intimately interested in the schools, to review the year, and where duty has been
neglected in the past let each resolve that such neglect shall not be repeated in the
future. Remember, ¢¢ that the parent who sends his son into the world uneducated and
without skill in any art or science, does a great injury to mankind, as well as to his
own family, for he defrauds the community of a useful citizen and bequeaths to it a
nuisance.” It is said that Solon was so deeply impressed with this obligation of parents
that he excused the children of Athens from maintaining their parents in their old age,
if those parents have neglected to train them up to some art or profession.

LUTHER H. WEBB, Supervisor.

YARMOUTH.

The past year we have been paying for the educating of one hundred scholars who have
been absent from our schools. Parents, are you willing to do this? are you willing to
pay for the schooling of your children and then lose it by their absence? We ask you
‘to take a deeper interest in this matter, Show your children in every way that you
value every school day, and every recitation, and they will learn to prize them too. If
‘you keep @ child from school on some trivial matter, the child is not to blame if he
thinks the school a still more trivial matter. What interests you will naturally interest
your children; what you prize they will learn to prize.

Free HicH ScHOOL.

It is well known that our legislature at its last session passed an act favoring the estab-
lishment of Free ﬂigh Schools. Many towns have already taken advantage of this act,
and voted money for the establishment of such a school, We are to vote upon this ques-
tion concerning our town to-day, and we have thought it.proper to give in our report a
few reasons why we should establish such a school in this town. And first, the central
position occupied by the great majority of the population. Three-fourths of the scholars
in town belong in the three central districts, This givesusa great advantage over towns
whose territory is large, and whose population is scattered. Secondly, we must help pay
for those schools established in other towns. Can we do this and be deprived of the
advantages of one at home? Thirdly. It will give our advanced scholars an opportu-
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nity of obtaining an education in advance of what they could obtain in our ecommon
schools, and they can do this at heme at great saving of expense. Fourthly. It will
give our younger and more backward scholars a much better chance in the distriot
schools. And, Fifthly, it will give a greater stimulus to our common schools than any-
thing else we could do. Parents will take a deeper interest that their children may
attain to High-sehool honors, and children will fix their eyes on this goal and strive hard
to reach it; and it eertainly is the most worthy reward that we can place before our
pupils to stimulate them to greater endeavor.

W. W. THOMAS, Chair. S. S. Committee.

BROOKS.

In presenting my report for the year just closed, I wish to eall your attention to
several things which my experience and observation lead me to believe will be for your
interest to consider.

The first to which I would call attention, is the uniting of districts one and five. The
law makes it incumbent upon you to make or abolish districts when, in your judgment
it is necessary or best. Here are two long, narrow districts lying side by side with
school-houses upon either side of the village, which would, if united, not have more
than two-thirds the width that either has length now. Both have poor school-houses,
and are inconvenient. By uniting them only one house need be maintained, and where
we now employ, pay and board four teachers, three would suffice. If united, a spring
and fall term of school of ten weeks each, could be had for scholars of the smaller grade,
and a four months’ term for those of a larger grade, winters. This would add vastly to
the schooling now enjoyed, and at no greater cost.

The chief objection to this union comes from the liability to have to build a new and
decent school-house. This ought not, but does cause some to look upon this unfavor-
ably. We have two school-houses now that are worth something. The proceeds of the
‘sale of these, with a moderate tax would go some ways toward the building of another
and better house. One-half could be built upon loan, if thought best. Other places do
this way, and it would hardly be felt, while we should be adding, not only to our school
privileges, but the inducements to locate enterprising business men in our midst.
Depend upon it, the school facilities of a place are a power, and tell upon its prosperity
in dollars and cents. We want a house that has accommodations for two schools, and its
cost need not be so great as to preclude our having it. The plan has my hearty approval
and I hope a vote to unite will prevail.

The State, by a wise law just pasSed, gives to each town an equal sum to that appro-
priated by the town to maintain a bigh school, not exceding $500. We need a term of
Bigh School, Fall and Spring, for our larger scholars. Let us avail ourselves of the
generosity of the State, and appropriate, or better still, raise additional $150 for this
purpose. We shall get $150 then from the State making in all $300, and this will give
us two terms of high school per year, and there is need of it. Let it be said that
Brooks is as enterprising as her sister towns. Let us give our scholars this, as an
inducement to* go higher, and to better fit them for life and for business. Let it go
upon the records that we appreciate this noble extension of aid, and are willing to meet
it half way,

Gentlemen, the school matters are important. We ought to have a whole day to
consider them, I can show you that you are wasting 50 per cent. of your school money
under the old. bungling district system, and I.appeal to you to abolish if, and make the
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school-houses town property; and having made them so, school an equal number of
weeks in each house. I don't ask you to change the location of the sechool-houses at all;
let them be where they are and treat every scholar alike, as you are taxed alike to do
it. But I do ask and demand that they be put in comfortable condition. You know
your schools are not doing what they might. You know our best schools are failures in
some particulars. You know times have changed, and we are dealing with circumstances
of to-day, I am willing to bear my part of the blame as a citizen, 2 double share if
you please the past year, as your school officer. But I claim to be heard, and that you
shoulder your responsibilities ; and I ask your candid consideration of the improvements
proposed whereby we can get your money to yield you better educational results. I ask
it for your scholars and they have a right to demand it.

In closing allow me in summing up to suggest several things that should be carried
out in our schcols the coming year. First—In each and every sehool, writing should
receive its proper attention. Certain days should have a portion of their time devoted
to this useful, but much neglected branch. Second—Require 22 days to be taught for a
month, and not as now only 2¢. Third—Require a better grade of teachers than here-
tofore, and more and better work in the school-room. Fourth—School an equal number
of weeks in each house in town. This secures like advantages to every scholar. Fifth—
Set apart, or raise additional, the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars—seventy-five of
which to be expended in the Fall and the same in the Spring for a term of High School
free to all scholars of suitable age and attainments in town. Sixth—Place the school-
houses in charge of the town—make them town instead of district property.

This, Mr. Chairman, I submit to the town. I hope these suggestions will not pass
without having thought bestowed upon them as they are of importance., Let me ask
your charity where I have failed, and your sympathy in my efforts for the welfare of our
common schools. They are something we cannot afford to neglect, and something that

hag made us all, more or less what we are.
J. W. LANG, Supervisor.

SEDGWICK.

Our schools, as a whole, in comparison with previous years, have done well. Doubt-
less in some instances they might have done better; but with few exceptions they have
been quite successfully conducted. We think them some improvement on the past; and
this is as it should be. Progression is what we should aim at and earnestly strive to
secure. It is the one great, irrevocable law of our intellectual life. Stationary may be
a very good term to apply to a mountain, or to an irrational brute, but it is a very poor
motto for a being of reason and intelligence, such as man is. Progress should be our
watchword, If our fathers did well, we their sons should do better. We should take a
step in advance of those who have gone before us. And not only this, but we should
even improve on ourselves, In this matter of popular education we must not rest satis-
fied with barely holding our own from year to year; nothing short of actual progress or
increased efficiency in our public schools should content us. We must see to it that each
year is an improvement on its predecessor. There is a necessity for this. The popular
belief is, that our common school system constitutes the *“bulwark of the nation,” that
it is the palladium of our liberties, The actual truth, however, occupies a somewhat
higher plane than is indicated by these appellations. The real sinews of a government
like ours must, under Providence, consist in the virtue or moral integrity of the people,
rather than secular knowledge.

But, admitting that the popular idea is the correct one—that our main defence lies
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chiefly in the intelligence of the people—we see at a glance that the necessity of render-
ing our common schools increasingly efficient is absolately imperative. The strain upon
our government and its institutions is becoming greater every year. The tests by which
their power of endurance is being tried are growing more and more severe. Had the
nation, fifty years ago, been subjécted to the pressure that is resting upon it to-day it
must have been speedily crushed; and where would now have been our vaunted liberties?

There is evidently an increasing demand for an agency of sufficient strength to with-
stand the evil forces operating against the true interests of the nation. And if, as is
generally supposed, that agency consists in the education of the masses, then we must
look well to our common schools. Unquestionably, they are ¢f the true foundation of in-
telligence among the people,” and to a large extent of good society, and hence of good
government. Consequently, we should strive by all means in our power to ‘‘elevate
them to a higher standard of excellence.” We should be unsparing in our efforts to
remove from them existing evils, and to impart to them a greater degree of efficiency.
How can this be done? By what available means can our schools be made better ?

Of course we cannot now enter upon a full discussion of this subject. Our limits will
not allow it. But we cannot close this report without calling your attention to two or
three evlls connected with our schools at the present time, the removal of which would
accelerate the progress of our children and youth in the matter of education. One of
these evils is irregular attendance. It would surprise any one not particularly posted in 3
the matter, to learn how large a portion of our scholars whose names are registered as
attendants at school are actually absent from the school-room from one to two-fourths of
the time during the term. Of the evil consequences resulting from this state of things
we cannot now speak in detail. Nor need we, for they must be apparent to all, and a
moment’s reflection is sufficient to convince any one that a most grievous loss, and one
that can never be repaired, is sustained.

Another evil largely prevalent in our schools—in some more than in others—is tardiness.
Every teacher will tell you that there are some scholars who are seldom, if ever, in their
seats in season. This isa much more serious matter than is generally supposed. It exerts
an injurious influence upon the whole school, while it is especially detrimental to the
progress of the tardy individuals themselves. The scholar that is always behind time
in reaching schoel is almost always behindhand in his lessons, Usually his classmates
are as much ahead of him in their recitations as they are in their arrival at school. Late
at school may be a little better than never, but it is only a little.

Absenteeism or non-attendance is another evil, and one that is assuming a very serious
aspect, so much so indeed that a proportion of school officers and friends of education in
the State think that a law should be enacted and enforced compelling the attendance of
all children between certain ages upon the educational advantages provided for their
benefit, Such a law will doubtless be placed upon our statute books erelong, and if
judiciously framed and wisely executed may do something towards removing the evil.
But as we have no such enactment at the present time, and may not have for years to
come, wb must now look to other means for a remedy.

That these are serious evils we think no one will fail to see. They stand directly in
the way of all true progress in the work of popular education, and therefore speedy re-
form is imperatively demanded. The removal of these evils must depend chiefly on the
efforts of parents. Teachers may do something in this direction, by making the exer-
cises of the school-room as interesting as possible to their pupils. When school duties
are rendered attractive an important point is gained, not only in the matter of good
recitations but also in prompt attendance,

But while teachers can do something towards removing the evils in question, and are
therefore in some measure responsible for their existence, the chief responsibility rests
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with parents. It is not exaggeration to say that it is in their power to effectnally break
up the mischievous practices to which we refer, ind which are operating so unfavorably
upon the interests of our schools, preventing them from attaining the highest degree of
efficiency. Let parents, then, co-operate with the teachers in this work, and one of the
most fruitful sources of evil to our schools will soon be dried up.

C. P. BARTLETT,

K. S. COLE, }s. S. Committee.
*W. L. BYARD,

PHILLIPS.

In looking over our report of one year ago and comparing it with the report of the
present year, we are very happy to find indications of advancement in regard to our
town-schools, We find that the number attending the summer schools this year exceeds
that of last year by thirteen. The number attending the winter schools this year ex-
ceeds that of last year by fifty-five. This fact, considering that we have actually a less
number of scholars in town this year than last, shows greater interest manifested by
parents, teachers and pupils in regard to education. Consequently—though we have to
report some particular distriets as retrograding and having a tendenay to return to their
ancient idols—yet, taking a general view of the eduecational interests as manifested
throughout the town, we feel safe in declaring that we have taken no step backward.
We have paid our teachers higher wages this year than in the past; and the result is
we (with some few exceptions,) have obtained better instructors for our youth. We wish
to call the attention of the town to this point, viz.: That a poor teacher is worse than
none at all; and money paid to such is absolutely thrown away as regards the mental
culture of your children. While on the other hand if we employ good teachers, those
who make teaching their profession, who prepare themselves for their work and whose
Whole hearts are in their work, even if we are obliged to pay higher wages for their
services, we are justified in so doing. :

In some of our districts we see a lack of interest in regard to fitting up and preparing
the school-houses in a suitable manner. Buildings are allowed to go year after year with
little or no repairing. 'This is one great drawback to the cause of education. School-
houses should be warm and comfortable, well lighted and pleasant, with easy seats and
commodious desks. In some localities wo see pleasant, cheerful and comfortable homes,
with all the necessaries of life provided for the children, while in the same district the
school-house where the minds of the children are to be cultivated is hardly suitable for
a barn, Rickety doors and windows, large cracks where the winds and snows of winter
-ean easily penetrate, in connection with seats whose use is daily and hourly punishment
to the pupils. In these places the children will naturally prefer to stay in their com-
fortable homes instead of daily attending this place of torture, which serves as an
apology for a school-house. We are glad to learn that many districts have been con-
sidering this subject, and making repairs to old, and building new school-houses. The
result is a greater average attendance and greater improvement. In order that the
young may take an interest in educational matters, they must be encouraged in every
possible way, The school-room must be made comfortable and attractive, suitable books
furnished, and good teachers procured. Then, after all this, the scholar must be
encouraged to attend regularly and to have lessons well committed. Parents should co-
operate with teachers in this matter, and use their utmost endeavors to keep the children
at school. There is another evil, gentlemen, to which we wish to call your attention,
We refer now to agents hiring teachers without first knowing whether they are qualified
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or not as instructors. In many cases where a teacher has some doubt as to whether he
will be able to pass an examination or not, he will defer his visit to the committee until
the day before, or the morning of the commencement of the school. In such cases the
committee, knowing, as they do, that the members of the district are all expecting the
scheol to commence, knowing that they will be disappointed and some of them angry if
it does not commence, will sometimes grant certificates to persons who are not quite up
to the true standard as teachers. But this state of affairs must and ought to cease.
And, as a remedy, we recommend to agents to hire none but those whom they know to
be qualified. If a teacher applies for a school, and the Agent does not know or is in
doubt as to his ability, let him first require the applicant to go before the committee, be
examined and obtain from them a certificate before closing up the bargain. In this way
the responsibility will be thrown upon the committee, where in our opinion it ought to
rest, provided the above recommendations are carried out.

In conclusion, we beg leave to say that though our schools as a general thing are pro-
gressing somewhat favorably, yet much remains to be done. In the course of time it
will become necessary to build new school-houses, repair others, consolidate certain dis-
tricts and change the text-books in our schools. This will cost mnoney and labor, but if
the right changes are made it will be money and laber judiciously expended. Whatever
is expended in advancing the cause of education in improving and elevating the minds
of the youth of our land, is capital well invested.

M. C. KELLEY,

JAMES MORRISON, JR.,§ 8. 8. Committee.
J. 8. BRACKEIT, }
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Page 73, seventeenth line from bottom, read general not ganeral.
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74, seventh line from bottom, measure not measures.
75, nineteenth line from top, the not ths.
76, near bottom, learning not learniug.
€ ¢ teacher not tewcher.
77, column of vowels, E not F.

104, item nine, manufacturing not Mvnufacturing.
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