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REPORT. 

To the President of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

GENTLE)IEN :-The Warden of the State Prison begs leave to 
submit the following 

REPORT: 

The object of prisons and prison discipline, though often discussed 
has generally, I think, been very indistinctly understood. Men, 
viewing it from different stand points, have arrived at very conflict­

ing conclusions in regard to it. Dy some, imprisonment is considered 
altogether reformatory; by others as only protective; by some as a 
punishment for violated laws; by others as a means of indemnity 
for the safe keeping of dcpredators ; and by still another class as 
blending all these objects in one. Let us look at some of these dif­
ferent theories. 

We have one class of convicts in this State who, having been con­
victed of capital offences, are compelled by law to serve one year at 
hard labor in the State Prison previous to their execution. If this 
is to reform them, the question arises for what purpose is this refor­
mation ?-to prepare them to suffer_ the penalty of law? The dic­
tates of humanity would hardly be satisfied if all suitable exertion 
were not made to lead them to repent of their evil deeds, but is this 
mainly the object of their imprisonment? 

At the presence of the murderer with his hands reeking in the 
blood of his fellow man, we start back appalled and require protec­
tion. But how shall this protection be obtained? If that morbid 

sensibility which assumes to be wise above that which is writen, and 
stigmatises the execution of a law established by the great Lawgiver 

of the Univers~ as legalized murder, be not a myth, a creation of 
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the imaginatio~, then will protection be attained, and the ends of 
justice fully answered by perpetual imprisonment. But even this 
will fail if men cannot be found to keep them whose breasts are 
sufficiently impervious to resist and turn aside the assassin's knife. 
The natural result, though not the design of imprisoment, is punish­
ment. Of this, few, I think, will entertain a doubt. 

When men are imprisoned it is natural, in this money making 
w,orld, to inquire if they cannot be made to support themselves, or 
made a source of income to the State, charged. with making provi­
sion for them. This is all very well, but it c:1nnot be considered tho 
first or only object. Shall the unfortunate prisoner, the dupe and 
scape-goat it may be, of anothors' crime, be starved and over-worked. 
merely for a pecuniary consiJeration? There may be, there un­
doubtedly are Penitentiaries where an income is made palpable, but 
this result is due rather to the State for providing a, liberal outlay 
in buildings, machinery and funds, than to superior financiering in 
their management. 

The law provides that the Warden shall invite all ordained clergy­
men of Thomaston to oillciate as chaplains at the Prison in rotation. 
'.l.'he usual number to perform this service is fiye. It is hardly to 
be expected that one who preaches to the prisoners only once in five 
weeks can feel very much interested in them, or become very inti­
mately acquainted with their peculiar characteristics or wants. Be­
sides, they are settled over their respective churches and could not, 
if they would, devote much time to the prisoners, to say nothing of 
the meagre compensation which they receive for their services. If 
what I have said in regard to the object of in::prisonrnent is correct 
it is evident that in its attainment, moral reform is by no means an 
inconsiderable element. 

Few men, I think, can fail to see that a resider:t, permanent 
Chaplain would be much more likely to exert a controling influence 
over the prisoners, by advice n.u1 sympathy, and by enlisting the 
aid of the benevolent in this vicinity and clse"IThcre, in making pro­
vision for their welfare when they shall have been discharged from 
prison, than would be possible !1nder the present arrangement. 

The law of the last Legislature deducting from the sentences of 
convicts for each month of good behavior, works aJmirably and its 
provi'sions are very rarely disre~;an1ed by the prisoners. 
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The necessity of enlarging the Prison and rebuilding the shoe 

shop, alluded to in my last report, has lost none of its force by 

another years' experience. It will be seen at on.cc that one hundred 

and eight cells cannot accommoda,te one hundred and twenty-eight 

convicts, our present number, without making other provision for 

them. The cro,vdoo. state of the work shops also has compelled us 

to finish off the carriage house for the better accommodation of the 

prisoners under contract, many dn,ys of whose labor have been lost 
to the State for the want of suitable shop room. Sixty-nine con­

victs hn,ve been admitted, am1 fifty-four discharged from the Prison 

during the pQst year, at an expense of about $1200. It should also 

be borne in mind that in the unavoidable expenses of the Prison, the 

lalJor of about seventeen convicts engaged il:l cooking, washing, mak­

ing clothes, preparing and ca~rying fuel to the shops, cook room, 

guard houses, prison and hospital, and ,witing and tending on the 

various departments of the Prison, is by no means a small item. 

Tlrnse men must be trusty, and are generally able bodied and efficient 

men. Their labor, at contract prices, would amount to $1500 a 

year, at least. Again, men a.re often committed to the Prison whose 

physical constitutions h:.vve been so impaired. b_y intemperance and 

other vices that they am unable to labor, an<l. cor::sor1ucntly the 
Prison has to support them until they are discharged. 

On tlrn supposition tlmt n,ll <1ebts due the Prison will be collected, 
t.he amount of inclebteness is five thousand one lmn<lrecl seventy-eight 

dollars and thirty--six cents, ($5, 178, 36,) but inasmuch as four 

hundred <lollars, due from one man, is known to be worthless, though 

snppo3e<l to be perfoct1y Good two years ::;ince, an<l. other accounts 
1my lie of like clrnracter, it will be necessary, in order to wipe out 

the whole <lebt, to appropriate six thousand dollars. Three thou­

sanc1 dollars should alw be appropriated for the purchase of provisions 

for the coming year. 
In regard to the enlargement and improvement of the Prison, I 

fully concur in the views expressed by the Inspectol'S, to whose re­

port you arc respectfully referred. 

:By reference to a table annexed to this report it will be seen that 

the cost of foul per day for each convict is 16 cents., 6 mills-and 

for the year, $60,G9,4 mills-also the cost of clothing per year is 

$8,9-1,3 mi1ls. 
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Allow me to say, in closing, that the officers of different grades 

connected with the Prison have faithfully performed their various 

and somewhat arduous duties, and have done all they could to main­

tain a wholesome discipline and lessen the care naturally resting on 

me-for which they have my best wishes. 

THOMAS W. HIX, Warden. 
THO.MASTON, Dec. 31: 1858. 

Dr. The State Fri.Pon. in acco::;.nt with the State of Maine. Cr. 
--- - ---- - -

-1;~ :;:-::~ock and tools :;,:n~\-~~,84S 2511· 1858. 1;;;~:k a:1~:1~:n-lrnnd: '~0~7~1--; 
Dec. 31.ll!,.or balance account, con-1 I Dec. 31.IBy l1ctlance account, black-II 

victs discharged, 700 SS I smitlling-, 877 91 

I For balance accuunt, officer::,' 
1 I Illy balance account, lime 

sal tries, , 7,861 52 quany, 346 93 
!For balance account, fuel and I 11 By balance account, fees] 

I 
lights, 1,120 'i51 from v1s1tors, l 61 61 

For bal.mct' recount, team, 742: 00 I 11y balance account, shoe-) 
For balance account, cloth- 1 making, I 31108 7;-5-

iog, 11 .103 3n) Dy bahmce account, basket I 
For balance acer unt, expcnst 11 nnkin!?, 1,157 :JS 

account, I 1,421 401j By b:t'ance account, wheel-I 
For balance account, sulJsist-1 I wrip,ht5, I 2.303 75 

encc, 71394: 37

1 

By IJulance against, 141002 04 
Fc.r balance account, build- 'f

1 

ing and repairs, 1,090 10 

1
--- I 11 ___ _ 

,$32,532 69 1 ~i:3:\58:2 GD 

THOMAS W. HIX, TVardcn. 

LINCOLN ss.--Deccmber 31, 1858. 
Personally appeared, Thomas W. Hix, and made oath that the 

above account by him subscribed, is true, to the best of his knowl­
edge and belief. 

Before me, 

DAVID O'BRIEN, Justice of tlze Peace. 
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Convicts. 
------- ------------------~----~ 

Number of convicts, Dec. 31, 1857, 
ReceiveU since, 

--- 11; I !'lumber receiv: since July 2d, 182"1, 1,303 
69 Discharged on expiration of sentence, 883 

182 
22 

;t)ischarged on writ of error, • 1 
Pardoned, • • • 245 

DischargeU on expiration of s2r1tence, 
Jlardm~ell, 

Died, • • • 33 
29 liscaped and not retaken, . l l 

Dlerl, • . 
~scaped and not retaken, 

2 Removecl to Insane llospib~l, 4 

Remaining Dec. 31, 1858, 

L·1rceny, 
I-tape,. 
Arson, 
Murder, 
Mu rd er-second degree, . 
Murder-sentence commuted, 
Obstructing railro:.ul, 
}'orrrpry. 
Ma;s1au,ghtf1·, 

1 
M 

128 
Present number, 

Crimes. 

7:3 Shophreaking, 
2 1 Malicious burning1 

5 , Burglar,f, • 
4 I Assault to ravish, 
3 ' Ass:-rnlt to kill, 
1 I Adnitery, • 
1 · Robbery, 

~I Agp:rC'gate-, 

-- 1,177 

128 

8 
6 
9 
2 
5 
2 
2 

128 

A Table showing zhc acerage number of Com:icts during the past year, with the 

several items of expense, and the net income of the income departments. 

Average number of convicts, 117. 
Cost of foorl for each convict per day, 16 rents 6 mill~, t 
0~1st of f"o\1 for each convict per )Cc,,r, $GO na cents 4 mills, S 
Cost of clothing for each couv:ct pt..:r ye·ir, !;S 9-! cents 3 mi Us, 
Cost to dh.cliarge 51 Mnvicts, . . 
Cost of transporting- 69 convicls to the T"ris:rn, 
Cost of fud and lights, 
Cost of team, • 
Cu."'1t of incidentl"ll expen-;es, 
Cost of building and repair.5, 

Cr. By net amount of income from dep:1.rtments, 

Br.lance against, 

I

I $7,101 23 

1,orn 21 
700 &8 
505 17 

1, I,m ~g 
1,09! -16 

1----
1$121700 77 
I 6,u5o 25 

l$G,HO 52 

A Table showing ho:v convicts arc employed in the Prison, who are not hired 
out to contractors. 

Tailors, 
Cooks, 

V?aiters) 
Washers, 
Shoemaking for convic1 ~, 

~ I Bar,,er, ' 
.... Lump~rs, 

3 ' 

~I Total, 

1 
2 

21 

The pay of these men, at thirty cents per day, the price at which 
the contractors in the blacksmith, wheelwright and shoe shops, pay, 
would amount to !$1,971.90 annually. To be added to the above 

number are several constantly on the sick list, some of whom will 
never be able to perform any more labor. 



Convicts in the Statt1 Prison, December 31, 1858. 

I Sentence. I Pl f b" h j .A No. of Com-' County. \ Names. ------ Ctimcs. \Vheri cJmmitted. ace o 1rt , ... g;e. mittals. 
Years. 

----- ------. ---- ------ --------------- --------- ---------- --------
Cumberland, ALlJott, Sarah S. 1 La1·ce11y, Dec. 30, 1858, \\7e8t Sumoer, 21 1 
Waldo, AlexanU.1.~r, James 5 " Jn.n. !2;} 1 185±, Hampden, [d, 4 
CumbtJ'lanU, '"' .A.lieu, Leonard 5 J)ec. 121 1857, FnlmouU1, 25 1 

" llonrdman, George 3 Dec. 12, 1857, Ilaved1ill, 25 1 
Wsltlo, Jlali:er, Aea 3 tfar 31, 185G, Unity1 17 l 
Penobscot, nurns, ltichar<l 8 Sep!. 1, 1856, Enfield, ~·] 1 
Cmnberlaud, JJ nrns, John D. 7 Maliciou~~ lmrniug, Dec. 27, 1350, Nova Beotia, 20 1 

" n llrnt-!>, Samuel 3 Dec. 27, 1856, " 18 1 
Hanc()ck, .Beal::., E,hrar,1, ,Jr. 10 Arson, Nov. J!\ I8.:i7, Ellswnrlh, 50 1 
liennebec, :Rnr;;ess, Wi!iiam :! La.rceny, s~11t. 21, 1s:°Js, Augt1sta, 33 1 
l)iscutaquis, :Burns, \Villiam C. 1 " Oct. ll, 1858, Atkinson, 28 1 
York, lJrady, Nicl.10laa, 5 ]'eb. 41 18581 Claremont, 21 1 

" Collins, Georg!: II. 6 April 27, 185:1, 11arnste<1.tl, 26 1 
<:!nmberlnnd, Conley, l\1a1·tin Life. !thmler, Dec. '.39, 1855, I1·eJaud, 30 1 
Kennebec, Chut~, Qliye1· II. t} llmg-1:u·y anU larceny, St'pt. 26, 136-1, Pu land, 30 1 
Sagadahoc, Cripps, Cb1wtes Llfd, 1.Hunler, Sept. 13,. 1855, ]Jrunswiclr, 42 1 
J!eaobscot, Cnrren, Anthony Lue. Arson, March 7, 1857, Ireland, 4U 1 
Ouinberland, Carr, Edward 2 nm~lary, l'ilarch 22, 1857, New Brnnswick, 19 1 

" Oi:11·1·, 1HarliL1 4 Lnrcer1y 1 l)ec. 12, 1SfJ7, lrel.1-1111 1 :30 1 
Penobscot, Carson, Samuel a " April 5, 1858, l:!lwwhegnn, ~=l 1 
Cumbel'lu.ucl, Clark, e harllc:S 6 .Aug. 17, 185'3, Pl1ilndtlphia, 29 1 

" Car<l, '\.Yilliam 5 Aug. 17, 1858, B1·unswh.:Ii: 1 49 ., 
York, Cole, Ir:1. 15 Assault to kill, April 27, 1858 1 Ourni:::h, 20 1 

" Cole, Simeon 15 " April 27. 1853, " 2l 1 
Penobscot, Dunrne, blichad 201/l Of>~trucl.in~ ratroad 7 Sept. l, 18561 ll'eland, 21 1 
Cumberland, D1,n, Rrhvanl 11,:t. :Burglary, Hee. 301 l~f.8 1 l'rnvitleoce, 19 1 
York, Durgin, Jnlio 2 Jl'nr~er.v, .April 28, 1Sj7, i\Iarlbon, 21 1 
IJomerset, Doyle, Michael 2 Larceny, Oct. J.5, 18571 IrelanL1 1 21 1 
Penobscot., Douglass, Robt•rt 2 Burghl.l'y,- April 5, IS&S, 81. Andrews, 18 1 
lfashingtou, Donovan. John l Larccn), Nov, 1, 1858, J one.3port1 30 l 
Cumberlun<l, DennisoJ"l, ,101111 :; Arson, Aug, 17, 1853, On ship board, l8 l 
Sgg·nclalrnc, Duule.v, Davit! Y- 5 Mausluugltter, Sert. o, 1858, Alna, 32 l 
York, Dees, James D. :J Larceny, Oct. lU, 1~5S, Nt~w York, 32 l 
Ox.for1l1 Davis, IIcnr.v V'V. 10 A1·so11, A11g. 28 1 U:l.58, J\1-ri:::i, 20 1 
Penobscot, Elliot, 1filliam 8 Larce1Q', !\.larch 7, 1857 1 N orri<lgewock, ~-! 

" 1-Iunnegan! Iticlrnrtl 2 " J.larch 7, Us57, fre1antl, ~) 

York, :B'tt.rnum, Cbn!'les 11,~ Od. 16, 1857, A1tretl 1 -15 
U. Slu..tca Cllurt, l!1oster, Charlc.il a RoblJtHf; th~ ruail, l.Jec. 11, 1S.5S, Otis, 19 

J-.' 
0 

tf.l ..., 
;,.-..., 
t,;i 

>-:;! 

~ 
m 
0 
;< 



Oxford, Fmtl kner, J oscpb. II. 3 Lnrc~ny, Nov. 28, 18'57, ' ,vaterville, l\J l 
Oumberland, ]

1kUst A. J. s " Dae. 31, 1858, 1Vestbrook, 18 l 
Penobscot, Gove, ,vmhtm W. Ii Store-hi·eakiog, Sept. 1, 185~, Passadumkeagt 10 1 
Washington, Gri Elin, '11 homas . 21·2 " Jan. lG, 1857, Irelaud, 45 2 
CumberlJ.nd, Getchell, Beiijamin Life. Jt0hber.v, Dec. 2, 1852, ,viscasset, 43 2 
Penoh.scot, Gove, John Q . .A. 1() .L.1,rcenr, Aug. 20 1 1857, Passadumkeag, 27 1 

" G\n.vin, J :imes S. 5 " Aug. 20, 1857, Ilo~ton, 22 1 
K~nnehec, Hamlin, George 4 Forgerf, April 10, 1858, Flol'ida, 10 1 
Ct1mberlaml, I-Iolbr()ok, G~urg-<! It1 Ilttrglary, Dec. 30, 1J5-8, Il uwdoinha.m, 21 1 
York, Hutchinson, J" oseph 1\1. 5 Ar~?n, April 27, 1358, Westbrook, 13 1 
Androscoggin, llntching;'\, 011;\l'lea 11. 10 l\ln.y 2d, 1856, Fmukfort, 23 1 
Oxford, Higgin:J, ll11lmuwl 1 Lifi~. Rape, Ju oe 6, 1850, Denmark, 40 2 
CuU1berland, 1-Iodgkins, llklwu.1·J. 2 L.1.r?/nY,. Dec. 12, 1857, Purtland, 47 2 
Penobscot, Hole, Amos 3 Apt·il 5; 1853, Corinna, 30 1 
York:, Hall, Ma1·quis 3 Oct. 161 1858, . Exeter, 20 1 
Penobscot, Inman, David 5 Burglary, Apl'il 51 18581 Orono, 19 1 

" Ingraham, Wm. II. 2 ,. April 5, 185S, England, 35 1 
Itennebec, Jolm,nn, 1\-.,.illinm 3 Larceny, Dee. 31, 1858, Bruh, 19 l ~ 
York, J<!Wdt, G~oi-ge '"\V. 6 D uq;:lary, &c., April 27, 1858, sw~den, 19 1 ~ 

Cumberland, J ohlo.o, B,ll'ney Lift1. 
,, :Mi\l'Ch lS, 1857, lt•eJa.ntl, 19 1 l;;:I 

" .T ollnsoo, Thomas ~ ~~~ceny, Aug. 17, 1858, New York, rn 1 1::1 
Wali!o, lCno,vlton, Hosea a Oct. 28, 1808, Ap11letnn, 23 a 1:,-j 

,v asllingto11, IC.~rsllan•, SatnLtel a A.~sn.ult to kill, May 18, 1857, ll'ela.ml, 26 1 !z 
Yori{, Knapp, J,llrn 3 L\rceny, - l!\Jb. 4, 1S5S, Boston, 29 1 r,'; 

Androscoggin, Knight, G(jorge 'ro be hangt:d. Idmder, Sept. 21, 1857, P.Jland, 40' 1 l;;:I 
Cumberland, Lah~1rf, A..mu1. 2 Jlurgl;it·y, Aug. 17, 18j8, :fil,tstport, 11 1 ts! 

Llbh.Y, Jnrncs 2 L:~!·c~ny, Dec. 301 1858, Milan, N. II, 20 1 >o 
Lincoln, McKeuzle, Charle3 2 :March 3, 18581 N~w Ynrk, 42 5 0 

Cumbel.'la.nd, McKem1ey, 01'o.;-n 2 Dec. 30, 1858, Portland, 21 1 ~ 
" Mm·slrnll, Willimn 4 Aug. 28, 1855, " 27 3 

Washington, :bla].:wdl. Joscvh U. 5 Shophreaking, ~lay 81 185!, Dov~r, 50 1 
A1·oostook, f,lathcws, J nu1~d 'fo be hanged. !UurJ.ei·, Oct. 9, 185!, 'Vil'g-inia 1 5! -1 
Oumberln.nd, Makin, Luke 5 Arson, Dec. 27, 1850, Porth.11111, 18 1 
Somerset., l\lott, Ec.hranl J. 1 l\iausl.iug-hler, April ll, 1857, Lebanon, 2.l 1 

Penobscot, Murl'iil, Geor1::c W. 2 Lf~~ceny, March 7, 1857, Sebec, 3S 1 
Kennebec, Thlnl'phy, John 2 Apdl 14, 1857, \\'inslow, 10 1 
Penobscot, l\lil\e1·, Charles 2 Aug. 20, 1857, Uoston, 21 I 
Oumberla.nc.1, Mcintyre, Pt\lrick 2 Ilobhery, Sept. 10, 1857, St. Johns, 16 1 
Washington, l\Iat·1•0\\~, John 1~~ Slwpbr~akiog, J nn. 21, 1858, Nov,1. S~otia, 27 1 
U.S. Court, Miller, John A. 10 n.~,U!Jing the mail,. Dec. 1 l, 1858, Di::J.luun, 22 1 
\Valdo, O•rerton, H.ich~t.,·tl a Larceny, June 3, 1853, ~nglan1I, 20 l 

Cumberlantl, Penrlerg,1st, I:.,n;vJ 7 Arson, Dec. 27 1 lti56, }~astpurt., 19 1 

" l 1longhm.111 1 Geor::;e Lira. 1Jur,h•r,_ Jan. 11, 1850, Euglaod, 59 1 
Pe\ ton, 1rhrH1JaS 4 L\!'ceny, Aug. 28 1 1855, Hulifax, 25 1 

Penobscot, J!arlrn, Pbnrn 2 A111·il 5, 185S, Stul'bridge, 4-! 2 1-1 

" Pn.lmci-, ,Villimn 2 I.lnrgla1'y, April 5, }8581 I1~nglnnd, 25 1 1-1 



Convicts in the St,1.te Prison, December 31, 1858. 
--------·-

County. I Names. -- -----
1 

Crimes. 1V-hen committed. Place of Birth. Age. N:~~a~~m-

' --- - Senteno~. . - - . .. . - I - I . ·1 -

1 1 I ears. I I 
- _____ I. --·--·---------------------------~-----------------
Cumberland, I })orttir, J;enj. S. 2 l!'orgery, Aui~· 17, 1858, j l,imington, 18 ii 1 
Kennebec, Potter, }'ranklin '\iV. 2 Larceny, Dec. :11, 1808, 1 Ganliuer, J7 1 
"\Vashington, I I)erry, Thomas 2 ) Shopbrc,1king, Nov. 1, 1858, I :Bnglantl, 2~ I 1 
Waldo, : Patterson, Sewall S ABsnult 10 ki!I, Jan. 11, 1808, ! l~elfast, 86 1 
Lincoln, ( Phelps, George \V. 2 I 1Arceny, J\hirch a, 18,">8, I Trescott, 21 1 

" Prebie, Jedecliah Life. i ll,iunler, Nov. 19, 1858, 1V11itefield, 67 I I 
Washington, II Rnmsdell, Alfred 2 . Shopbreaking, ,j an . .Sl, ~GS. Eastport, 18 I l 
Waldo, Rose, Sylvanus 2'/t , Larcen.-y, .Tnne 8, 1858, Greene, ::'.6 ) I 
York, Rice, Thomas .J. : " Oct. 11, 18ll6, l Saco, 27 , 1 
Cumberland, Riddle, Thomas C. 5 I l}('c. 27, 18f,6, ( Scotland, 20 1 
Yf"rk, Rogers, 'William 7 I Arson, Oct lU, lt-5"±, 1

1 

.Buxton, 2'1 I 1 
.Penobscc,t, I Rieker, Benj. D. ,1 ) Lnrce11y, Aug. 20, ]Stii, l\Ionroe, 30 1 
Cumberlaud, I Ragan, Jeremiah 3 ! H Dec. 12, 18V'i, Ireland, 29 I 1 
Lincoln, R!ch, John ? / Nov. 3, 18~!, II i~~eepOl't, ~4 1 1 

" Richards, Nathan la I Aug. 18, Jtiu:3, )\a.yne, .... G ] 4 
Penobscot, 
:Franklin, 
Penobscot, 
C~!11berland, 

Sagadahoc, 
Cumberland, 
Penobscot, 
bomerset, 
K~~nebec, 

York, 
C~!11ber1and, 

Waldo, 
York, 
Kennebec. 
Cumberland, 
l'~~obscot, 

Waldo, 
Oxford, 
Washington, 

Reed, ,Yillism IL 10 ~!\larch 7, 1857, I Stetson, 10 I 1 
Rm1dlett, Charles- JI, ~6 Assault to kiH, Nov. 6, 1858, j l\lt. Yernon, go 1 
Rollins, Jfonjamin IUe. r Hape, Xov. 28, JS.JI, , New Sharon, 45 I 
Smith, \Villiam Lii'e. 

1
1 " Aur_:. 19, 1856, I Cabot, :n 2 

Sullivan, Moses 2 Larceny, S\:'vt. 1. 18G7. I Boston, 21 1 
St·dgley, Charles T. JI,2 '' April 19, lf:Z..S, l3owdoinlJam, 22 1 
Shaw, John l\I. 2 \ Aug. 17, 1~5:), I Portia!iU, 26 1 
Sntt()n, David P. 11,;2 i .Au;r. '..W, 1808, r New York, 23 1 
Spaulding, John II. 4 I Apl'il 11, 1807, I Ke11ton Gore, 2:'3 1 
Shaw, John, Jr. 10 I Arson, l\J;:1y 2&, 1850, ' Augusta, £18 J 
Studley, Ezekiel 11 I " .Sept. 24, 1S07, Jh"istol, 54 2 
Smith, Wm. n. To he hanged. :\-lurder, l'.'cb. 11, 1855, Hyde rark, 24 1 
Thorn, Thomas To be hanged. J " May 17, 181:3, Long Island, 24 J 
Thompson, John 5 J A<lulterr, fa•pt. 1, 1Sfi7, Ireland, 37 1 
'.:i1ucJ;:eri john P2 i L~-trceny, June 3, 18:ir;, J~nglan<l, 21 l 
T3.ylor, John G. 4 I Arson, Oct. 16, 1858, }f'"aterborough, 56 1 
Tarbox, 111:nry D. 2 

1 
Larceny, Dec. 31, 1858, Georgetown, 17 1 

'Whitehouse, Charles 5 J " Sept. 1, 1857, ]loston, 27 
1\.'oodlJine, Hehry Life. j Ilnrgf::try, Nov. 14 1 1550, North Yarmouth, 30 
,vheeler, Sarnut'l 2 / Larceny, March 7, 1Sfi7, Canaan, 47 
"\Yalker, Otis 1 

1 
" June 3, 1855:i, 

1

. Freedom, ~.)~~ 
l\Telch, John 2 1 Nov. 25, 18fi8, Ireland, 35 
\Yilson, Geol'ge 3 I .Jau. 21, 185:i, 1 Danv~rs, 24 

l 
l 
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Lincoln, "\\"all, An<ll'eW 4 

x~~~~scoggin, 
Wilson, Amos 5 
,vard, Asa A. 3 

York, Webber, James 3 
Hancock, Webster, William 4 
U.S. District, Young, George ,v. 15 

Nationality of Co::.victs. 

}from Ireland, 
From Scotland, 
From New Brunswick, 

I 

12, Fi·om Eng-land, • 
1

1
,.lfrom United States, 

6 
I Aggregate. 

Larceny, March 3, 1858, St. Geo1•gc, 
Cheating, April 27, 1858, Conway, 
Adultery, Sept. 14, 1858, Buxbn, 
La,~ceny, Oct. 16, 1858, Deerfield, 

Nov. 12, 1858, England, 
Rohbing mail, July 10, 1858, New Hampshire, 

Bex and Color of Convicts. 

7 i! White l\Ia1es, 
102 

1 
"~hite Female&, 

128 

I 
121'Negroes, 

2: 
\ Aggregate, 

30 1 
26 1 
30 1 
32 1 
21 1 
33 1 
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INSPECTORS' REPORT. 





REPORT. 

To His E:1:cellency, the Governor, 
and the ~Honorable Council of the State of J.lfaine: 

The Inspectors of the Maine State Prison, in accordance with the 
provision of the statute, would respectfully submit the following as 
their report for the year ending December 31, 1858 :-

The Inspectors have visited the Prison from time to time, to ex­
amine into its affairs, and see that its rules were duly observed, and 
the duties of the several officers were faithfully performed, and to 
counsel with the Warden whenever desirable. 

So far as our observation extends, we believe the act approved 
March 18, 1858, relating to the discipline of the State Prison, 
whereby "a scale of deduction from the term of such convict's sen­
tence as appears by the record to have faithfully observed all the 
rules and requirements of the Prison," has had a most salutary effect 
upon the prisoners. It is another proof, that few, even of the worst 
portion of our population, are not insensible to rewards when wisely 
distributed. The moral welfare of the convict has not been lost 
sight of; in the protection of the community, .the former has not 
proved incompatible: with the latter; and all right-minded men will 
rejoice that the principle of justice, tempered with mercy, has proved 
beneficent in its operations. 

The fact that 128 convicts are now in Prison-with the number 

continually increas:ing-while there are actual accommodations for 
only 108 prisoners, affords mathematical proof too palpable and posi­
tive to be disputed, that an immediate enlargement of the Prison is 
required. The rapid increase of convicts in our Prison, requires 
not only its enlargement, but additional shops and out-buildings for 
their accommodation. The dilayidated condition of some of those 
buildings, is a public disgrace; and State pride, as well as duty and 

2 
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interest, require that they shou1d be superseded by such buildings 
as the exigences of the case demand. Especially is this true in re­
lation to the shoe-shop, blacksmith shop and stable. 

We think there can be no diversity of sentiment in relation to the 

necessity of the immediate enlargement of the Prison, but men may 

honestly differ in their opinions as to the character of those improve­

ments; while it is notorious, that the location, construction, and 
arrangement of the Prison, and the surrounding buildings, with per­
haps a single exception, have been made regardless of the laws of 

health, economy, or public utility-still many will hesitate on ac­
count of the increased taxation it would require in making such 
improvements as have been adopted in other Stites, and which, in 
our humble opinion, should be initiated and carried forward in our 
own. We cannot commend the system of patching and botching 
which bas so long prevailed in relation to our State Prison; but 

sincerely trust, that, whatever improvements are made, will be of a 
permanent character. Entertaining these sentiments, we would 
commend to your favorable consideration the report, prepared by 
Gridley J. F. Bryant, Esq., under the direction of the Joint Stand-

. ing Cumniittee on the State Prison, of the Legislature of 1858. 
By an examination of the tables accompanying the Inspectors' 

report, it will be seen, that the estimatod value of the stock and 
tools belonging to the Prison, December 31, 1858, was ten thous­
and seven hundred and twenty-one dollars and thirty-one cents, 
($10, 721.31) it being one hundred and twenty-six dollars and 
ninety-four cents ( $126. 94:) less than the estimated value at the 

expiration of the previous year. The amount of indebtedness of the 
Prison, at the time of the present Warden's appointment in 1857, 
was not far from eleven thousand dollars-($11,000 00.) While 

only four thousand dollars were appropriated by the Legislature of 
1857, to meet this indebtedness and deficit, leaving an outstanding 

debt, at the commencement of the year 1858, of seven thousand 
four hundred and eighty dollars and eighty-one cents-( $7,480.81.) 
The Legislature of 1858 appropriated six thousand dollars to meet 
the liabilities of the Prison, exclusive of officers' salaries. The 
deficit is large the present year, owing to the great increase in the 

number of convicts-sixty-nine having been received within the 

year, fifty-one discharged, two died, and one escap,ed. It appears 
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by the books of the Prison, that the debt, old and new, amounts, at 
the present time, to five thousand one hundred and seventy-eight 
dollars and thirty-six cents-( $5,178 36.) Many of the debts paid 
the past year, were of long standing, on which large sums of in­
terest had accrued, so that the reduction of the debts is greater than 
what they actually appear to be. W c can but repeat the recom­

mendation of our prececessors, '' that a sufficient sum be appro­
priated by the Legislature to remove the incubus of debt which has 
so long hung over the Prison." The crowded state of the Prison 
and work shops has required the fitting up of new cells and work 
shops, and has consequently increased the number of officers and 
the gross amount of salary paid to . the officers of the Prison. It 
has as a matter ot course, enlarged mo.ny other items of expense, 
but none that could well be avoided. There is one item, which it 
may not be improper to take into the account, when considering the 
financial condition of the Prison; that is, tho value of the clothing 
worn by the prisoners, and which does not go into the account of 
stock. The prisoners are remarkably well clothed at the present 
time. Yv e should judge the value of their clothing to exceed by 
many hundred dollars, whr,t it has ever been at the close of any 
previous year. 

The report of the Ch:iplain shows that tho mo:·al and spiritual 
wants of the convicts have not been forgotten. One object of Prison 
discipline is, or should be, the reformation of the criminal, so that 
when he leaves the Prison, he shall not commence anew a course of 
crime which will only end by his being again returned to the peni­
tentiary. 

One means of preventing so lamentable a result, would be the 
appointment of a permanent Chaplain, who would have more leisure 
to minister to the wants and look after the spiritual and temporal 
necessities of those under his care. We would have it one part of 
his duty to secure homes, as far as in his power, for the discharged 
convicts, where they might earn an honest livelihood. If this duty 
is faithfully performed, a public benefit would be conferred upon 

the State, and great good upon the unfortunate ones who have been 
subjected to the severe but necessary discipline of the State's Prison. 

We have n~ hesitation in commending the conduct of the Warden, 
Clerk, and other officers connected with the Prison, for the excellent 
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discipline maintained, the humanity evinced to the sick, and for the 
prudent and salutary course pursued by them in the management of 
its affairs. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JON'A SPEAR ( 
CHA'S G. SMITH, S Inspectors. 
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Statement of Net Profts and E:rpendilures in the Different Depart­
ments,Jrom December 31, 1857, to December 31, 1858. 

1858. 
Dec. 31, 

I WHEELWRIGHTS. 

I 

I Cr. By balance of account, 
Dr. For stock reduced, 

Net gain, 

SHOEMAKING. 

Cr. By balance of account, 
By stock increased, 

Net gain, 

BLACKSMITHING. 

Cr. By balance of account, 
Dr. }'or stock reduced, 

Net gain, 

LIME QUARRY. 

Cr. By balance of aceouut, 
Dr. For stock reduced, 

Net gain, 

BASKETM:AKING. 

Cr. By bafance of account, 
Dr. For stock reduced. 

Net gain, 

FEES FROM VISITORS. 

Cr, By balance of a.ccount, 
Net gain. 

FUEL AND LIGHTS. 

" 
/

'Dr. For balance of account, 
For stock reduced, 

i Amount expended, 

$2,306 75 
807 42 

$1,499 33 

$3,108 75 
4 50 

$3,113 25 

$877 91 
42 28 

$835 63 

$346 93 
27 61 

$319 32 

$1,157 38 
336 ~8 

$821 10 

$61 62 

$1,129 75 
101 15 

$1, 221 90 
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Statement, (Continued.) 

CONVICTS DISCHARGED, 
1858. 

Dec. 31, Dr, For balance of account, $700 88 
Amount expended, 

TEAM, 

Dr. For balance of account, $742 00 
For stock reduced, 21 00 

Amount expended, $763 00 

ExrEN~E Accoul!T, 

Dr. For balance of account, $1,421 40 
Cr. By stock increased, 558 34 

Amount expended, $863 06 

SUBSISTENCE, 

Dr. For balance of account, $7,3J4 37 
Cr. By stock increased, 293 14 

Amount expended, $7,101 23 

BUILDING AND REPAIRS. 

Dr, For bafance of account, $1,090 16 
For stock reduced, 4 30 

-----
Amount expended, $1,094 46 

CLOTHING, 

Dr. For balance of account, $],403 36 
Cr. By stock increased, 357 12 

-----
Amount expended, $1,046 24 

OFFICERS' SALARIES. 

Dr, For balance of account, 
Amount expended. 

$7,861 52 

STATE TREASURER, 

(?r, By balance of account, $16,441 57 
Amount received. 
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Statement, (Continued.) 
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1 

--- NOTES AND ACCOUNTS, 

1858. 
Dec. 31, ?he Prison owes on books, 

1

1 notes, 
I 

i 
Due the Prison on books, 

I " " notes, -

!
Tho Prison owes over the amount due, 

1 " on old notes and accounts, 

!whole indebte,foess, 

$2,005 15 
254 30 

23 

$1,691 64 
2,378 71 

$4,070 35 

---- $2,259 45 

$1,810 90 
3,367 46 

I :ss,173 36 
-------- --------------

Making baskets, 
Coopering, 
In the smith shop, 
Shoemaking, 
Wheelwrights, -
Tailors, -
Cooks, 

Employment of Convicts. 

8 
14 
11 
34 
2! 
10 
3 

Washers, 
,vaiters, 
Lumpers, 
In solitary, 
Sick in the hospital, 

Aggregate, 

3 
2 
6 
6 
7 

128 





CIIAPLAIN'S REPOltT. 





REPORT. 

0

To the Inspectors of the JJ;Iaine State Prison : 

GENTLEMl!JN :-The undersigned, one of the Chaplains of the 
Maine State Prison, would respectfully present the following 

REPORT: . 

The ministers of Thomaston have officiated in rotation in the 
Chapel of the Prison during the past year. By the kindness of the 
Warden and the other officers, we have had access to the prisoners, 
and have frequently conversed with them. I am happy to say their 
attention, at the chapel service, has been such as to give evidence 
that they were interested in it. I have attended several times when 
it was not my turn to preach, and it has always been the same. 

There has been, many times, evidence of deep conviction among 
many of the prisoners while listening to the truths of the gospel. 
The Saviour said, the "Son of man is come to seek and save that 
which was lost." I am rejoiced to state that a few have given evi­
dence the past year of being hopefully converted; giving proof the 
gospel's saving power is not confined to any one place-not only 
in the church, but in the prison, the glorious influences of the Holy 
Spirit may be felt, and its teachings followed s9 that the chief of 
sinners even may find the Saviour precious to their souls. 

The religious instruction they have is doing a vast amount of good 
-may it never be less. If they could have more, with the blessing 
of God, much more might be accomplished in their reformation, both 
in morals and religion. 

The books in the library, I think, are generally read by the pris­
oners, and are exerting a salutary influence. 

· The number of prisoners is larger than usual, and a large pro­
portion of them young men. The question may be asked, why is it 
so? I have conversed with them, and many are free to acknowledge 
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that intemperance was the leading cause of their rapid steps to the 
Prison. But very few of them ever attended Sunday School. Cit­
izens of Maine, especially christians of every name, let these facts 
remind us of our duty, say in your might the deep, dark, damning 
evil that is leading so many of the youth in the path of ruin, shall 
be stopped. Let me respectfully remind parents and guardi:ms, if 
you would have your children, or those under your care, good citi­
zens send them to the Sunday School, give them moral and religious 
training. Mothers, teach your children to pray. John Randolph 
said: "I should have been a French Atheist if my mother had not 
taught me to say our Father who art in Heaven." May we by do­
ing our duty save those that have not fallen, and by prayer and 
patient effort, through the merit of the Redeemer of the world, re­
form those that have. 

Respectfully submitted. 
E. SANBORN. 
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REPORT. 

The undersigned, physician and surgeon of the Maine State Pris­
on, reports, that the Prison has been free from epidemic diseases 
during the year, and that its sanatary condition, generally, com­
pares well with other in8titutions of this kind. 

This favorable state of things is owing to the excellence of the 
means adopted for the preservation of the general hm,llh of the con­
victs Were not such the case, we feel confident in saying, (all 
other things being equal,) that, with an increase of numbers, there 
would be, at least; a correspGnding increase of sickness and mor­
tality. Still, there is al ways a certain !\mount of sickness and dis­
ability as the naturnl fruits of the previous disfolute modes of the 
lives of this class of inmates. 

There have been but tnco deaths during the year, and there are 
several of the convicts "·ho are afflicted with organic and incurable 
diseases. There are many whose health, the regular and systematic 
lmbits enforced, have benefited. 

The hospital accommodations are unsuitable to the wants and lia­
bilities of so large rt number, while it is difficult to administer to a 
case requiring continued medication in so crowded a state of the 
apartments. 

In conclusion, I would express my thanks to the officers of tlie 
Prison for their uniform kindnees and assistance on all occasions. 

P. R. BAKER. 




