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TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATUREO 

STATE OF MAINE~ 

TEE joint standing committee on the insane hospital, to whom 

,,ras referred so much of the governor's message as relates to the 

insane hospital, together with the reports of the superintendent. 

trustees, and steward of that instjtution, and other matters :relating 

to that subject, have had the same under consideration, and ask 

\eave to submi!i: the foBowi.og 

REPORT" 

fo making their annual Yisit had the pleasure of meefrog thE, 
1rnsrnes of the hospital at the institution, and in company with tbem 

were conducted through the different apartments, whereby yonr 

committee had an opportunity of conversing free1y and fam11iarJ-y 
with the p·atients, and your committee take great pleasure 11n hei:r.ig: 
able to say) that they are satisfied!, from personal obsenra1100, and 

'by making use of every means in their power to get {be facts ilD re

lation to the treatment of the patients, and! me manner ia w!hich fne 

affairs of the hospital are managed, that no sufferjng exists 

either mental or physical, which it is possible for the insti11t.11t1on 'ta, 

reliev.e.. Your committee would fo:rther say, that io in their opiru··· 
-10JJ1, tbe hospital for the insane is a monument aJ1ke nonor:abfo to 

1he worthy citizens who made liberaJ! donations to-wards diefr.ayiTif 
th.e expenses of erec6ng, and the s'tate who haire comp1eted the 
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building first contemplated, and have since made and are still mak
mg important additions and improvements. 

It will be seen, by a reference to the report of the trustees of 
the insane hospital, that two or more of them have, in accordance 
with the law, which regulates the government of the institution) 
made monthly visitations, and that they announce with pleasure, 
its continued prosperity and usefulness, and with that announce
ment your committee fully and heartily concur. 

The report of the superintendent shows an increased number oi 
admissions and recoveries as undiminished public confidence in the 
institution, but frankly and manfully spreads the information before 
the world that the increased number of recoveries which have been 
effected the last year, compared with former years, are not owing 
to any peculiar management on the part of those who have the 
care of the institution, but attributes it entiirely to the effect of th<:-, 
following order, passed by the board of trustees : 

,: Ordered, That the superintendent be authorized to require m 
those offering patients for admission to the hospital, to stipulate for 
their continuance at the hospital for a period of six months at leasL 
unless they be sooner restored to a sound mind, or so far recovered, 
as in his judgment to render it proper that an earlier discharge b(
granted." 

Your committee have copied the above: order for the purpose of 
giving it as wide a circulation as possible, that people, who may be 
under the necessity of applying for admission for friends or others. 

may know before leaving their homes, that a stipulation for a six 
month's residence at the hospital, will be required, in order to get 
admittance for an insane person, and also that it may be ·under-· 
stood that the prospect of recovery is muda better under the :abon· 
order than otherwise. 

The land, the purchase of which was contemplated and pro-· 
vided for by the last legislature, has been purchased by the state .. 
and the deed of the same is on file in the office of the secretary of 
state. This land furnishes a good, sufficiient, and convenient pas-· 
ture for the cows and horses kept for the sustenance, health, and 
pleasure of the inmates. 
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There :are at present six cows kept at the :hospital, which afford 
a suBicient quantity ·of milk to supply all the wants; there are also 
two horses kept for the benefit of those connected with the institu
tion, by the use of which, and the ,carriage purchased by the state 
for the purpose, the officers are enabled to take the ·patients fre
quently out on an excursion of pleasure, which is found very con
ducive to the -health as well as happiness of the patients. 

The average number of patients for the first :si:x. ,months of the 
prese.nt year, is over one hundred, which is a much larger 'number 
ihan an average, for any six months since the creation ,of1the hospi
tal. The new wing is now laid up to the flooring over the base
ment story-the materials have been furnished promptly, as deeded 
-the weather through the spring and summer up to this time, has 
been 1 on account of the frequent storms, very unfavorable for the 
prosecution of the necessary work, by which the masons have been 
very much impeded, but the wor~ is going forward with great des
patch in all suitable building weather-competent and efficient men 
are employed-every necessary arrangement made for the delivery 
of materials when needed, and from present appearances the antici
pations of the trustees in their report will be realized. Should this 
desirable result be obtained, the new buUding must be furnished in 
order to render it useful the coming winter, and for that purpose 
the sum of about two thousand dollars will be required. 

The trustees have taken efficient means to remedy the defect in 
the apparatus for bringing the water from the great spring-forty 
rods of logs have been laid down near the fountain, of 2:! inch bore, , 
and other improvements made with a view to force the water 
through the lead pipes already laid down. The work is not yet 
complete, and it cannot at present be ascertained how much ex
pense will be incurred-upwards of two hundred dollars have been 
expended in accomplishing what is now done. On~ thing is cer
tain, abundance of water must be had, and we have no doubt the 
trustees will carry judiciously into effect, their resolve to obtain the 
needed supply. Should the whole distance require the laying a 
new pipe, the probable cost will be about one· thousand dollars 
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To enable the trustees to furmsh the necessary fomiture, repair. the 
aquaducti repaint the hospital, and En fine to discharge their duty 
in. accordance w1th the requirements of the laws, and the necessary
wants oi the institution, your committee herewith submit a resolve, 
m.aking an appropr1ation for the benefit of the hospital, to be ex
:.>endeci under the direction of the trustees. 

At the suggestion and assistance of the superintendent and trus

::ees of the hospital; your corttmiuee have revised and embodied the 
laws regulating that institution ; a bili as prepared by advice o_f ~he 
,mpenotendent and trustees will be submitted hereafter to the con
·;,,deration of the legislature. 

THOMAS GORE, Chairman 



ST.A_TE OF MAII\iE~ 

RESOLVE making aJDt appropriation for the insane 

.hospital. 

Resolved, That there be appropriated and paid ou it· 

2 of the state treasury, for the use and benefit of the 

3 insane hospital, tb.e sum of three thousand dollars, to 

4 be expended under the superintendence and direction 

5 of the trustees of said hospital, as follows : 

Said sum of three thousand dollars to be expended 

7 in procuring furniture for the new wing now in pro-

8 cess of erection, in repainting the hospital, and for 

9 repair of aquaduct from the spring to the hospitaL 



~iTA'fE OF lUAINE. 

lN SENATE, July 1; 1847,. 

0RDERED1 Ttiat three hundred and fifry copies of the foregoing 

report and resolve, b.~ printed for the use of the Legislature. 

DANIEL T. PIKE; Stcretary. 




