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35 § 1991 pUBLIC UTILITIES & CARRIERS Title 35

CHAPTER 135

UNCLAIMED BAGGAGE AND MERCHANDISE

Sec.

1991. Merchandise unclaimed for 6 months, sold to pay charges.

1992. Notice of sale; disposal of proceeds.

1998. Common carriers may sell perishable goods which owner neg-
lects or refuses to receive.

1994. Sale of livestock; proceedings when owner or consignee
missing; notice of sale.

1995. All sales recorded.

§ 1991. Merchandise unclaimed for 6 months, sold to pay
charges

Whenever baggage, goods, merchandise, packages or parcels
transported by any railroad, steamboat, express company or
stage company existing by virtue of the laws of this State remain
unclaimed for 6 months after its arrival at the point.to which it
shall have been directed, the same may be sold at auction in the
city or town where said railroad, steamboat, express company or
stage company has its general or principal office or any freight
house. Whenever baggage, goods, merchandise, packages or par-
cels transported by any railroad, steamboat, express company or
stage company not existing by virtue of the laws of this State
and having no office or president, treasurer, clerk or general su-
perintendent within this State, but doing business in this State,
remain unclaimed for 6 months after its arrival at the point to
which it shall have been directed, the same may be sold at auction
to pay the charges thereon and the expense of advertising and
selling,

R.S.1954, c. 49, § 18.

§ 1992. Notice of sale; disposal of proceeds

Any company existing by virtue of the laws of this State
holding any such articles or merchandise shall, before selling the
same, give 30 days’ notice of the time and place of sale in 4 public
newspapers, one published at Portland, in the County of Cum-
berland; one published at Augusta, in the County of Kennebec;
one published at Lewiston, in the County of Androscoggin; and
one published at Bangor, in the County of Penobscot. Said no-
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Ch. 135 INLAND STEAMERS 35 § 1994

tices shall contain a brief description and list of all such prop-
erty, and shall describe such marks thereon as may serve to iden-
tify them, together with the name of the consignee and the place
to which said articles were billed. Any company not existing by
virtue of the laws of this State and having no office or president,
treasurer, clerk or general superintendent within this State, but
doing business within this State, before selling any such articles
or merchandise, shall give 30 days’ notice of the time and place
of sale, by publishing notice in some public newspaper, printed
in the county where such merchandise is so held, 3 weeks succes-
sively, the last publication to be at least 7 days before the day
appointed for the sale. If no newspaper is published in the coun-
ty where such articles or merchandise are so held, such notice
shall be published in some newspaper in an adjoining county.
Such articles or merchandise shall be sold at the place where
held. The proceeds of all goods so sold, after deducting the costs
of transportation, storage, advertising and sale, shall be placed
to the credit of the owner in the books of the company making
the sale and shall be paid to him on demand. Such company shall
not be liable to said owner of such property for any greater sum
than so received from said sale.

R.S.1954, c. 49, § 19.

§ 1993. Common carriers may sell perishable goods v_vhibh
owner neglects or refuses to receive ’

When a common carrier has transported property of a per-
ishable nature, which cannot be kept without great deterioration
or substantial destruction, to its place of destination and has no-
tified the owner or consignee of the arrival of the same, and the
owner or consignee, after such notice, has refused or omitted to
receive and take away the same and pay the freight and proper
charges thereon, said carrier may, in the exercise of a reason-
able discretion, sell the same at public or private sale without
advertising. The proceeds, after deducting the amount of said
freight and charges and expenses of sale, shall be held for the
persons entitled thereto. If the owner or consignee cannot be
found on reasonable inquiry, the sale may be made without such
notice.

R.S.1954, c. 49, § 20.

§ 1994. sale of livestock; proceedings when owner or con-
signee missing; notice of sale

When a common carrier has transported livestock which can

be kept only at continual expense to its place of destination and
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has notified the owner or consignee of the arrival of the same,
and the owner or consignee after such notice has refused or omit-
ted to receive and take away the same and pay the freight and
proper charges thereon, said carrier may cause the same to be
sold at auction to pay the freight and charges thereon, including
the cost of keeping, and the expenses of advertising and selling.
If the owner or consignee cannot be found on reasonable inquiry,
the carrier may cause the same to be advertised and sold with-
out such notice. Before selling any such livestock, the common
carrier holding the same shall give 2 weeks’ notice of the time
and place of sale in a newspaper published in the place where said
livestock is held, if any; otherwise in a newspaper published at
a place nearest thereto. Said notice shall reasonably describe
said livestock. The proceeds of sale, after deducting the amount
of freight and charges, including the cost of keeping and the ex-
penses of advertising and sale, shall be held for the persons enti-
tled thereto.

R.S.1954, c. 49, § 21.

§ 1995. Al sales recorded

All sales under this chapter shall be recorded in a suitable
book, open to the inspection of claimants, in which the articles
sold shall be correctly described, and the charges and expenses
thereon and the price at which they were sold shall be entered.

R.S.1954, c. 49, § 22.
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