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35 § 1641 PUBLIC UTILITIES & CARRIERS Title 35 

CHAPTER 97 

JURISDICTION OVER PASSENGER VEHICLES 
Sec. 
1641. Policy. 
1642. Special or charter carriers of passengers by motor vehicle, 

defined. 
1643. License required. 
1644. Certificate holders exempted. 
1645. Rules and regulations. 
1646. Other applicable provisions. 

§ 1641. Policy 
It is declared to be the policy of this State to regulate trans­

portation by "special or charter carrier of passengers by motur 
vehicle", as defined in section 1642, to the end that the highways 
may be rendered safer for the use of the general public and in 
such manner as to recognize and preserve the inherent advan­
tages of, and foster sound economic conditions in, such trans­
portation and among such carriers and carriers to whom a cer­
tificate has been issued under section 1505 in the public interest; 
promote safe, adequate, economical and efficient service by such 
carriers of passengers by motor vehicle, and reasonable charges 
therefor without unfair or destructive competitive practices. 

1961, c. 236. 

§ 1642. Special or charter carriers of passengers by motor 
vehicle, defined 

The term "special or charter carrier of passengers by motor 
vehicle" means every person who or which engages in the trans­
portation by motor vehicle of passengers for hire other than 
transportation referred to in section 1501 for which a certificate 
is required under section 1505. Said term shall not include: 

1. School bus. The operation of a school bus as defined in 
Title 29, section 2011, when such school bus is engaged in trans­
portation authorized by Title 20, sections 1285 and 3561; 

2. Capacity. Motor vehicles having a capacity of not more 
than 6 passengers operated in what is commonly known as taxi­
cab service, unless such service becomes, or is held out to be reg­
ular service between fixed termini, localities, areas or territories; 
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Ch.97 MOTOR VEHICLES FOR HffiE 35 § 1643 
3. Hotel vehicles. Motor vehicles owned or operated by or 

on behalf of hotels and used exclusively for the transportation of 
patrons between hotels and local railroad or other common car­
rier stations; 

4. Agricultural transportation. Motor vehicles owned or 
operated by or in behalf of growers, processors and manufactur­
ers of fruit, vegetable or fish products and used in the transporta­
tion of workers between their homes and places of employment. 

1961, c. 236. 

§ 1643. License required 
No person shall operate a motor vehicle for the transporta­

tion of passengers in special or charter service as defined in sec­
tion 1642 on any street or highway in any city or town of this 
State unless there is in force with respect to such person a license 
issued by the commission authorizing such operations. Applica­
tion for such licenses shall be made in writing to the commission 
and shall be in such form and contain such information as the 
commission may require. Upon the filing of any such application 
and the payment of the fee prescribed, the commission shall with­
in a reasonable time fix the time and place for a hearing thereon. 
Notice of such hearing, in such manner as the commission may 
deem necessary, shall be given by the commission at least 7 days 
prior to the hearing to such common carriers and other persons 
or governmental agencies as the commission shall deem neces­
sary. A license shall be issued after such public hearing to any 
qualified applicant therefor, authorizing the whole or any part 
of the operations covered by the application, if it is found that the 
applicant is fit, willing and able to perform the service proposed 
and to conform to the applicable provisions of law and the re­
quirements, rules and regulations of the commission, and that the 
proposed service, to the extent to be authorized by the license, is 
or will be consistent with the public interest and the policy de­
scribed in section 1641; otherwise such application shall be de­
nied. In determining whether issuance of a license will be con­
sistent with the public interest and the policy described in sec­
tion 1641, the commission shall consider the nature of the service 
proposed and the demand therefor and the ability of existing au­
thorized carriers to perform the service and the effect which the 
granting of the license would have upon the services of the pro­
testing carriers. Any license issued shall specify the service to 
be rendered and the territory within which the licensee is author­
ized to operate; and there shall, at the time of issuance and from 
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time to time thereafter, be attached to the exercise of the privi­
lege granted by the license such reasonable terms, conditions and 
limitations as the public interest may, from time to time, require. 
Any license issued may be suspended or revoked for cause. Ap­
plications for an original license shall be accompanied by a fee 
of$25; yearly renewals and amendments requiring a public hear­
ing, by a fee of $15; and transfer of a license, by a fee of $15. 
The funds so received by said commission shall be used to defray 
the expenses of said commission in connection therewith. 

1961, c. 236. 

§ 1644. Certificate holders exempted 
A license shall not be required to be obtained by a common 

carrier transporting passengers under a certificate issued pursu­
ant to section 1505 and such common carriers may transport be­
tween any points in the State of Maine special or charter parties 
under such rules and regulations as the commission shall have 
prescribed. 

1961, c. 236. 

§ 1645. Rules and regulations 
The commission may, from time to time, establish reason­

able rules and regulations covering the operation of motor ve­
hicles under a license granted pursuant to section 1643. The 
commission may require holders of licenses issued under section 
1643 to file with the commission and publish and keep open for 
public inspection schedules containing all rates, fares and charges 
of such carriers for the transportation of persons, and any rule, 
regulation or provision effecting such charges and value of serv­
ice thereunder, or, in the alternative, the commission may estab­
lish minimum mileage rates, and in determining such rates the 
commission shall consider as a part of the rate base the elements 
of waiting time, deadhead mileage and the type of equipment em­
ployed. 

1961, c. 236. 

§ 1646. Other applicable provisions 
Sections 1503, 1504, 1506, 1509, 1510, 1511 and 1513 to 1518 

shall apply to operations conducted under a license issued under 
section 1643 and wherever the term "certificate" is used therein 
it shall be deemed to include a license issued under section 1642 
and the holder thereof. 

1961, c. 236. 
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