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Ch.5 

Sec. 

PARKWAYS AND FREEWAYS 

CHAPTER 5 

PARKWAYS AND FREEWAYS 

251. Definitions. 
252. Construction. 
253. . Service roads. 
254. Acquisition of land or rights in land. 

23 § 253 

255. Payment for cost of relocating utility facilities in interstate 
system. 

§ 251. Definitions 
Under this chapter, a "parkway" shall be any trunk line 

highway receiving special treatment in landscaping and marginal 
planting, and which shall be especially designed for and devoted 
exclusively to the use and accommodation of noncommercial mo­
tor vehicle traffic, and to which access may be allowed only at 
highway intersections designated by the commission and designed 
by it so as to eliminate cross traffic of vehicles. Under this chap­
ter, a "freeway" shall be any trunk line highway which shall be 
designed to separate through-high-speed noncommercial motor 
vehicle traffic from commercial, and slow-speed and local noncom­
mercial vehicular traffic by the use of independent traffic lanes and 
which shall be designed to restrict the cross traffic of vehicles. 

RS.1954, c. 23, § § 99, 100. 

§ 252. Construction 
The Governor and Council, with the special authorization of 

the Legislature, may direct the commission to layout and con­
struct any state highway as a parkway or a freeway road. 

RS.1954, c. 23, § 98. 

§ 253. Service roads 
As an adjunct of any parkway or freeway the commission is 

authorized to layout and construct roads or drives, designated as 
service roads, to provide access from areas adjacent to a park­
way or freeway, and to provide for the restriction or elimination 
of cross traffic on such parkway or freeway whenever it, in its 
discretion, shall deem the same to be necessary in the public in­
terest, by the construction of underpasses and overpasses. 

RS.1954, c. 23, § 101. 
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23 § 254 HIGHWAYS Title 23 

§ 254. Acquisitiou of land or rights in land 
The commission is authorized to purchase or take any land 

or rights in land necessary or required for the layout, alteration, 
extension, widening, change of grade or improvement of such 
parkways, freeways or service roads in the same manner and pur­
suant to the statutes relating to state and state aid highways. All 
statutes relating to state and state aid highways and not incon­
sistent with this chapter shall apply to such parkways, freeways 
or service roads. 

R.S.1954, c. 23, § 102. 

§ 255. Payment for cost of relocating utility facilities in in­
terstate system 

Any utility which is required to move or relocate its facilities 
under this section from or in any way because of construction 
needs in building the interstate system under the Federal-Aid 
Highway Act of 1956 on projects for which the contracts are 
signed after August 28, 1957 shall be reimbursed for the cost of 
relocation of such facilities as said cost is defined in said Federal­
Aid Highway Act. The commission may make rules and regula­
tions for the determination of such cost in conformity with ap­
plicable federal rules and regulations under said Act. The com­
mission shall have such rights to inspect the books of account of 
the utility as may be required in determining the reimbursable 
costs provided in this section. 

Whenever the commission shall determine that any utility 
facility which now is, or hereafter may be, located in, over, along 
or under any way should be moved or relocated because of con­
struction needs in building said interstate system, the utility own­
ing or operating such facility shall relocate or move the same in 
accordance with an order of the commission. If the failure of the 
utility to move such facility within the time specified in such order 
should delay the work of the contractor on the project involved, 
the utility shall be liable to the State for the damages that the 
State may be required to allow to the contractor under the con­
tract between the State and the contractor for delay in the work 
caused by the presence of the facility. The utility shall not be 
liable for such damages if its failure to move shall be for reasons 
beyond its control. If the commission and the utility shall not 
agree as to the liability of the utility for such damages, either 
party may appeal to the Superior Court for a determination there­
of. Such liability shall not exceed such reimbursable costs as may 
be determined by the preceding paragraph. 
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Ch.5 PARKWAYS AND FREEWAYS 23 § 255 
"Utility" as used in this section shall mean and include any 

public utility under the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Com­
mission and any corporation which owns and operates a telephone 
or telegraph system or an oil pipe line system and which is sub­
ject to the jurisdiction of the Federal Communications Commis­
sion or Interstate Commerce Commission and any municipality 
or any quasi-municipal body operating a utility service such as a 
fire or police alarm line, street lighting, sewerage or water pipes 
and any Rural Electrification Cooperative which is subject to Title 
35, chapters 221'to 227. 

The reimbursable costs provided in this section shall be paid 
from the general fund operating capital under the direction of the 
commission, and said general fund operating capital shall be re­
paid in full for any costs so paid from reimbursements received 
by the commission from the Federal Government on account 
thereof. At no time shall the amount paid from the general fund 
operating capital for the purposes of this section exceed the 
amount of the 90% federal funds to be available for projects in 
said interstate system under Title 23, United States Code, § 123 
to match the state appropriation made for the pertinent biennium. 
Any appropriation so made, which shall be expended under the di­
rection of the commission, shall apply to projects in said interstate 
system for which contracts are signed prior to June 30th of the 
2nd year of said biennium and to the extent of such contracts shall 
be carried forward and not lapse. 

1957, c. 378, § 1; c. 441, § 1; 1959, c. 203; 1961, c. 317, § 29. 
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