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22 §601 HEALTH AND WELFARE Title 22

CHAPTER 159

NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND MEDICAL
NEEDS COMPACT

Subch. Sec.
I. Medical Needs Compact - - .- . . 601
II. Provisions Relating to Compact .___..______ . ___. . 651

SUBCHAPTER 1

MEDICAL NEEDS COMPACT

Sec.

601. Purpose—Article 1.

602. Tri-State Regional Medical Needs Board—Article IT.

603. When operative—Article III.

604, Officers; duties; powers; conduct of business—Article IV,
605. Data; reports; research; fees—Article V.

606. Gifts—Article VI.

607. Separability of provisions—Article VII.

608. Duration; withdrawal of membership—Article VIII.

609. Default—Article IX.

§ 601. Purpose—Article I

The purposes of the Northern New England Medical Meeds
Compact shall be to provide advisory service to voluntary and
official health agencies and educational institutions concerned
with the promotion, preservation and restoration of health
through, but not limited to, provision for the availability of day
to day medical care where there is need in the rural areas of the
compacting states.

1957, c. 190.

§ 602. Tri-State Regional Medical Needs Board—Article II

There is hereby created and established a Tri-State Regional
Medical Needs Board which shall be the agency of each state
party to the compact. The board shall be a body corporate and
politic having the powers, duties and jurisdiction enumerated in
this chapter and such other and additional powers as shall be con-
ferred upon it by the concurrent act or acts of the compacting
states. The board shall consist of the president, vice-president
and president-elect of the medical societies of Vermont and New
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Hampshire and the president, president-elect and executive direc-
tor of the Maine Medical Association; the commissioners of
health of the 3 states; the deans of the University of Vermont and
Dartmouth Medical Schools; the chairman of the curriculum
committee and director of health studies of the University of Ver-
mont College of Medicine. The chairman of the curriculum com-
mittee and the director of health studies of the University of Ver-
mont College of Medicine serve without vote.

1957, ¢. 190.

§ 603. When operative—Article II

This compact shall become operative immediately at such
time as the last of the 3 compacting states shall have executed
it in the form which is in accordance with the laws of the respec-
tive compacting states.

1957, c. 190.

§ 604. Officers; duties; powers; conduct of business—Arti-
cle IV

The board shall annually elect from its members a chairman
and vice-chairman, and shall appoint and at its pleasure remove
or discharge said officers. It may appoint and employ an execu-
tive secretary and may employ such stenographic, clerical, tech-
nical or legal personnel as shall be necessary, and at its pleasure
may remove or discharge such personnel. It shall adopt a seal
and suitable bylaws and shall promulgate any and all rules and
regulations which may be necessary for the conduct of its busi-
ness. It may maintain an office or offices within the territory of
the compacting states and may meet at any time or place. Meet-
ings shall be held at least once in each calendar year. A majority
of the members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business but no action of the board imposing any obligation on
any compacting state shall be binding unless a majority of the
members from such compacting state shall have voted in favor
thereof. Where meetings are planned to discuss matters relevant
to problems of rural medical needs of only certain of the com-
pacting states, the board may vote to authorize special meetings
of the board members of such states. The board shall keep an
accurate account of all receipts and disbursements and shall make
an annual report to the governor and the legislature of each com-
pacting state, setting forth in detail the operations and transac-
tions conducted by it pursuant to this compact and shall make
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recommendations for any legislative action deemed by it ad-
visable, including amendments to the statutes of the compacting
states which may be necessary to carry out the intent and pur-
poses of this compact. The board shall not pledge the credit of
any compacting state without the consent of the legislature there-
of given pursuant to the constitutional processes of said state.
The board may meet any of its obligations in whole or in part with
funds available to it under Article VI, provided the board takes
specific action setting aside such funds prior to the incurring of
any obligation to be met in whole or in part in this manner. Ex-
cept where the board makes use of funds available to it under
Article VI, the board shall not incur any obligations for salaries,
office, administrative, traveling or other expenses prior to the
allotment of funds by the compacting states adequate to meet the
same. ¥ach compacting state reserves the right to provide
hereafter by law for the examination and audit of the accounts
of the board. The board shall appoint a treasurer who may be
a member of the board, and disbursements by the board shall be
valid only when authorized by the board and when vouchers
therefor have been signed by the executive secretary and coun-
tersigned by the treasurer, The executive secretary shall be
custodian of the records of the board with authority to attest
to and certify such records or copies thereof.

The board shall study and consider for impiementation and
operation on a tri-state cooperative basis programs to promote,
preserve and restore health in the rural areas of the compacting
states. Any program deemed advisable for implementation and
operation on a tri-state basis shall be submitted to each of the
3 legislatures with the endorsement of the members of the
board and such program shall include therein an analysis of
administrative and operational costs and a proposed division of
costs on an equitable basis for each of the 3 states. Nothing
above should be construed to interfere with the sovereignty of
the departments of health and welfare or the medical societies
of the individual compacting states. -

1957, c. 190.

§ 605. Data; reports; research; fees—Article V

The board shall have the power to: Collect, correlate and
evaluate data in the fields of its interest under this compact; to
publish reports, bulletins and other documents making available
the results of its research; and, in its discretion, to charge fees
for said reports, bulletins and documents.

1957, c. 190.
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§ 606. Gifts—Article VI

The board for the purposes of this compact is hereby em-
powered to receive grants, devises, gifts and bequests which the
board may agree to accept and administer. The board shall ad-
minister property held in accordance with special trusts, grants
and bequests, and shall also administer grants and devises of land
and gifts or bequests of personal property made to the board for
special uses, and shall execute said trusts, investing the proceeds
thereof in notes or bonds secured by sufficient mortgages or oth-
er securities.

1957, c. 190.

§ 607. Separability of provisions—Article VII

The provisions of this compact shall be severable, and if any
phrase, clause, sentence or provision of this compact is declared
to be contrary to the constitution of any compacting state or of
the United States the validity of the remainder of this compact
and the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person
or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this compact is
held to be contrary to the constitution of any compacting state
the compact shall remain in full force and effect as to all other
compacting states.

1957, ¢. 190.

§ 608. Duration; withdrawal of membership—Article VIII

This compact shall continue in force and remain binding upon
a compacting state until the legislature or the governor of such
state, as the laws of such state shall provide, takes action to with-
draw therefrom. Such action shall not be effective until 2 years
after notice thereof has been sent by the governor of the state
desiring to withdraw to the governors of the other states then
parties to the compact. Such withdrawal shall not relieve the
withdrawing state from its obligations accruing under this chap-
ter prior to the effective date of withdrawal. Any state so with-
drawing, unless reinstated, shall cease to have any claim to or
ownership of any of the property held by or vested in the board
or to any of the funds of the board held under the terms of the
compact. Thereafter, the withdrawing state may be reinstated
by application after appropriate legislation is enacted by such
state, upon approval by a majority of the board.

1957, ¢. 190.
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§ 609. Default—Article IX

If any compacting state shall at any time default in the per-
formance of any of its obligations assumed or imposed in accord-
ance with this compact, all rights and privileges and benefits con-
ferred by this compact or agreement hereunder shall be suspend-
ed from the effective date of such default as fixed by the board.
Unless such default shall be remedied within a period of 2 years
following the effective date of such default, this compact may be
terminated with respect to such defaulting state by affirmative
vote of the other 2 member states. Any such defaulting state
may be reinstated by performing all acts and obligations upon
which it has heretofore defaulted, and application to and ap-
proval by a majority vote of the board.

1957, c. 190.

SUBCHAPTER II
PROVISIONS RELATING TO COMPACT

Seec.

651. Ratification.

652. Copies.

653. Exchange and filing of documents.
654. Report.

§ 651. Ratification

In order to provide advisory service to voluntary and official
health agencies and educational institutions concerned with
health, relating to policies concerned with the promotion, preser-
vation and restoration of health and to insure the availability of
day to day medical care where there is need in the rural areas
of Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont:

The Legislature hereby ratifies the compact provided in this
chapter to become effective at such time as the legislative bodies
of the states of Vermont and New Hampshire also ratify it.

1957, c. 190.

§ 652. Copies

The Secretary of State shall send authenticated copies of this
chapter to the governor of each of the other 2 states party to this
compact.

1957, c. 190.
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§ 653. Exchange and filing of documents

The Governor is authorized to take any action necessary to
complete the exchange and filing of documents as between this
State and any other state ratifying this compact.

1957, c. 190.

§ 654. Report

The members from this State shall obtain accurate accounts
of all the board’s receipts and disbursements and shall report
to the Governor on or before the 15th day of November, in even
numbered years, the transactions of the board for the biennium
ending on the preceding June 30th. They shall include in such
report recommendations for any legislation which they consider
necessary or desirable to carry out the intent and purposes of the
compact.

1957, c. 190.
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