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§ 321. Commission 

8 § 321 

The State Running Horse Racing Commission, as heretofore 
established and hereinafter in this chapter called the "commis­
sion," shall consist of 3 members appointed by the Governor with 
the advice and consent of the Council. No more than 2 members 
shall be of the same political party. Each member shall be ap­
pointed for a term of 3 years or until bis successor has been ap­
pointed and qualified. Any vacancy shall be filled for the unex­
pired term by the Governor with the advice and consent of the 
Council. One member shall be appointed by the Governor as 
chairman and one as secretary. No member shall have any 
pecuniary interest in any racing or the sale of pari-mutuel pools 
licensed hereunder. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 1. 
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8 § 322 AMUSEMENTS AND SPORTS Title 8 

§ 322. Offices 

The commission shall have an office in Augusta and during 
the time in which racing is conducted in the State may maintain 
branch offices elsewhere. 

RS.1954, e. 87, § 2. 

§ 323. Assistants 

The commission is authorized to employ such assistants and 
employees as it may deem necessary to provide adequate policing 
and to carry out the purposes of this ehapter at such compensa­
tion on a per diem basis as the commission may prescribe, sub­
ject to the Personnel Law. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 3; 1955, c. 82. 

§ 324. Compensation 

Each member of the commission, except the chairman, shall 
receive a salary of $1,200 a year and reasonable expenses in­
cluding transportation. The chairman shall receive $1,500 a 
year and his reasonable expenses, including transportation, in­
curred in the performance of his duties. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 4. 

§ 325. Reports 

The commission shall make an annual report to the Governor 
on or before the first day of February in each year, including 
therein an account of its actions, receipts derived under the pro­
visions hereof, the practical effects of the application of this 
chapter and any recommendation for legislation which the com­
mission deems advisable. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 5. 

§ 326. Rules and regulations 
Said commission shall make rules and regulations for the 

holding, conducting and operating of all running horse races and 
for the operation of race tracks on which any such running horse 
race meet is held. No such race meet shall be permitted on Sun­
day. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 6. 
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Ch.13 HORSE RACI1\G 8 §329 

§ 327. Races 
No person, association, corporation, trust or partnership 

shall conduct, hold or operate any running horse meet or race for 
public exhibition, if pari-mutuel betting is permitted, without a 
license from the commission. 

R.S.1954, c .. 87, § 7. 

§ 328. Licenses 
Any person, association, corporation, trust or partnership, 

desiring to hold a running horse race or meet for public exhibi­
tion, shall apply to said commission for a license to do so. The 
application shall be signed and sworn to by the person or execu­
tive officer of the association or corporation and shall contain the 
following infornlation: 

1. Name and address. The full name and address of the 
person, association, corporation, trust or partnership; 

2. If an association, etc. If an association, trust or partner­
ship, the names and residences of the members of the organiza­
tion; 

3. If a corporation. If a corporation, the name of the state 
under which it is incorporated with its principal place of busi­
ness and the names and addresses of its directors and stock­
holders; 

4. Location to conduct races. The exact location where 
it is desired to conduct or hold races or race meets; 

5. If racing plant owned or leased. Whether or not the rac­
ing plant is owned or leased, and if leased, the name and resi­
dence of the fee owner, or if a corporation, of the directors and 
stockholders thereof; 

6. Assets and liabilities. A statement of the assets and li­
abilities of the person, association, corporation, trust or partner­
ship making sueh application; and 

7. Other infonnation. Such other information as the com­
mission may require. 

R.S.1954, c. 87, § 8. 

§ 329. Issuance of licenses 

If the commission is satisfied that all of this chapter and the 
rules and regulations prescribed by the commission have been and 
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8 § 329 AMUSEMENTS AND SPORTS Title 8 

will be complied with by the applicant, it may issue an annualli­
cense which shall expire on the 30th day of November. 

Racing shall be permitted at Scarborough Downs until the 
hour of midnight each day from May 15th to November 30th each 
year, except that no racing shall be permitted each year for a 
period of 4 weeks, beginning in June on the Monday of the last 
full week therein which has 7 calendar days. If Gorham Race­
ways does not hold harness races or meets during said 4-week 
period, racing under this chapter may be permitted at Scarbor­
ough Downs until the hour of midnight of each day during said 
4-week period. The license shall set forth the name of the li­
censee, the place where the races or race meets are to be held and 
the time and number of days during which racing may be con­
ducted by said licensee. Any such license issued shall not be 
transferable nor assignable. The Administrative Hearing Com­
missioner as designated in Title 5, chapters 301 to 307 shall have 
power to revoke any license for good cause upon notice and 
hearing. The license of any corporation shall automatically cease 
upon the change in ownership, legal or equitable, of 50% or more 
of the voting stock of the corporation and the corporation shall 
not hold a running horse meet for public exhibition without a new 
license. The fee for such license shall be $5,000 annually. 

R.S.1954, c. 87, § 9; 1961, c. 394, § 53; 1963, c. 412, § 23. 

§ 330. Bonds 

Every person, association, corporation, trust or partnership, 
licensed under this chapter shall, before said license is issued, give 
a bond to the State in such reasonable sum not exceeding 
$100,000, as may be fixed by the commission, with a surety or 
sureties to be approved by the commission, conditioned to faith­
fully make the payments prescribed and to keep its books and 
records and make reports as provided and to conduct its racing 
in conformity with this chapter and with the rules and regulations 
prescribed by the commission. 

R.S.1954, c. 87, § 10. 

§ 331. Penalties 
Any person, association, corporation, trust or partnership, 

holding or conducting, or any persons or person aiding or abet­
ting in the holding or conducting, of any running horse race or 
meet for public exhibition within the State, without a license duly 
issued by said commission, or any person, association, corpora-
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Ch.13 HORSE RACING 8 §334 
tion, trust or partnership who violates any provisions of this 
chapter or who violates any of the rule~ and regulations prescrib­
ed by the commission shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
$5,000 or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or by 
both. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 11. 

§ 332. Malicious interference with horses 

Any person who willfully or maliciously attempts to or does 
interfere with, tamper with, injure or destroy by the use of nar­
cotics, drugs, stimulants or appliances of any kind any horse 
used for the purpose of racing, whether such horse be the prop­
erty of such person or another, or who willfully or maliciously 
causes, instigates, counsels or in any way aids or abets any such 
interference, tampering, injury or destruction shall, upon con~ 
viction, be punished by a fine of not more than $5,000 or by im­
prisonment for not more than 3 years, or by both, in the discre­
tion of the court. The owner of any race horse engaged in rac­
ing within this State that is found to have been stimulated or 
doped, or any entry of which such horse is a part, shall be de­
nied any part of the purse offered for such race, and the purse 
shall be distributed as in the case of a disqualification. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 12. 

§ 333. Pari-mutuel pools 
Within the enclosure of any race track where is held a race 

or race meet licensed and conducted under this chapter, but not 
elsewhere, the sale of pari-mutuel pools by the licensee under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by said commission is per­
mitted and authorized. Commissions on such pools shall in no 
event and at no track exceed 17% of each dollar wagered, plus 
the odd cents of all redistribution to be based on each dollar 
wagered exceeding a sum equal to the next lowest multiple of 10, 
known as "breakage," which breakage shall be retained by the 
licensee. Said maximum shall include the 6 % tax prescribed in 
section 334. A sum equal to 1 % of such total contributions shall 
be paid to the Treasurer of State to be credited to the "Stipend 
Fund" provided by Title 7, section 62. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 13; 1957, c. 391, § 4. 

§ 334. Taxes 
Each person, association, corporation, trust or partnership 

licensed to conduct a race or race meet under this chapter shall 
1 Maine Rev.Stats.-36 561 



8 § 334 AMUSEMENTS AND SPORTS Title 8 

pay to the Treasurer of State, to be credited to the General Fund, 
a sum equal to 6% of the total contributions to all pari-mutuel 
pools conducted or made at any race or race meets licensed un­
der this chapter. Each person, association, corporation, trust or 
partnership licensed to conduct a race or race meet under this 
chapter shall pay to the city or town treasurer in which the rac­
ing plant is located the sum of $25 for each day of racing, provid­
ed such person, association, corporation, trust or partnership has 
a license to conduct races or race meets for more than 8 days 
during the year for which the license is issued. 

A sum equal to 1f6 of the tax on all pari-mutuel pools con­
ducted or made at any race or race meet licensed under this 
chapter shall be paid and returned to the licensees for costs of 
operation, maintenance and repairs. 

RS.1954, c .. 87, § 14; 1957, c. 3m, § 5; 1963, c. 393. 

§ 335. Payments 
Payments under section 334 shall be made not later than 7 

days after each racing day and shall be accompanied by a report 
under oath showing the total of all said contributions to pari­
mutuel pools covered by such report and such other information 
as the commission may require. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 15. 

§ 336. Unclaimed ticket money 
On or before the first Monday in December of each year, 

every person, association, corporation, trust or partnership, con­
ducting a race or race meet, shall pay to the Treasurer of State 
all moneys collected during the year fo:r pari-mutuel pool tickets 
which have not been redeemed. Said moneys shall be retained 
by the Treasurer of State and he shall pay the amount due on 
any ticket to the holder thereof upon an order from the commis­
sion. After the expiration of 3 months, V2 of such moneys still 
in the custody of the Treasurer of State shall be credited to the 
General Fund and ¥2 of such moneys shall be paid to the licensee. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 16. 

§ 337. Records 

Every person, association or corporation conducting a race 
or race meet under this chapter shall so keep its books and rec­
ords as to clearly show all financial transactions relating to rac-
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Ch. 13 HORSE RACING 8 § 342 

ing, which books and records shall be subject to audit at any time 
by the State Department of Audit. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 17; 1955, c. 457, § 1. 

§ 338. Minors 

No minor shall be permitted to participate in any pari-mutuel 
pool or be admitted to any pari-mutuel enclosure. 

RS.1954, c. 87, § 18. 

§ 339. Employees 
At least 80% of all the persons employed by a person, as­

sociation, corporation, trust or partnership, conducting a racing 
plant under this chapter, shall have resided in this State for a 
period of not less than one year. This section shall not apply to 
the construction of a racing plant or its equipment. 

RS.1954, c .. 87, § 19. 

§ 340. Supervision 
The commission shall have the power and authority to regu­

late, supervise and check the making of pari-mutuel pools and 
the distributions therefrom. 

RS.1954, c .. 87, § 20. 

§ 341. Horse owner's license; fees; revocation 
For the purpose of enabling the commission to exercise and 

maintain a proper control over racing conducted under this chap­
ter, the rules, regulations and conditions prescribed by the com­
mission shall provide for the licensing and registering, at fees 
not to exceed $10 for each license or registration, of owners, 
trainers, jockeys, apprentice jockeys, jockey agents, stable em­
ployees, authorized agents, valets, partnerships and assumed 
names. Such rules and regulations may provide for the suspen­
sion and revocation of licenses so granted for the violation of any 
rules or regulations prescribed by the commission. 

1961, c. 28~1. 

§ 342. Enforcement 
It shall be the duty of the Attorney General with the aid of 

the county attorneys of the several counties to enforce this 
chapter upon notification from the commission of any violations 
thereof. 

R.S.1954, c. 87, § 21. 
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