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Vol. 4 FIREWORKS C. 137, § 21 

Chapter 137. 

Crimes against Public Health, Safety and Policy. 
Section 18-A. Electric Fences. 
Section 20-A. Dangerous Knives. 
Section 20-B. X-ray Shoe-fitting Machines. 
Section 32-A. Abandonment of Airtight Containers. 
Section 49-A. Settlements or Releases from Injured Persons. 
Sections 51-53. Budget Planning Commission. 
Section 54. Blind Persons with Guide Dogs. 

Electric Fences. 

Sec. 18 -A. Use of electrical fences.-No person or individual shall sell, 
utilize, install or have installed within this state, equipment, devices or methods 
whereby fence wires may be energized with electricity unless a standard type of 
controller is used, which has the approval of the underwriter's laboratories and 
carries such label thereon or has the approved listing of the department of in­
dustrial cooperation at the university of Maine. 

Any violation of the provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than $100, or by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. (1955, c. 263.) 

Editor's note. - The act inserting this 
section became effective on approval, April 
25, 1955. 

Dangerous Knives. 

Sec. 20 -A. Dangerous knives.-It is unlawful for any person, firm or cor­
poration to manufacture, or cause to be manufactured, possess, display, offer, sell, 
lend, give away or purchase any knife which has a blade which opens automatically 
by hand pressure applied to a button, spring or other device in the handle of the 
knife; or any knife having a blade which opens or falls or is ejected into position 
by the force of gravity, or by an outward, downward or centrifugal thrust or move­
ment. Violation of this section shall, upon conviction, be a misdemeanor punish­
able by a fine of $500 or by imprisonment not to exceed 90 days, or by both. (1959, 
c. 43, § 1.) 

Editor's note.-P. L. 1959, c. 43, § 1, add­
ing this section, provided in section 2 there­
of as follows: 

"Sec. 2. Application. Within 30 days 

after the effecti,ve date of this act such 
knives are to be surrendered to any police 
officer." The act became effective on Sep­
tember 12, 1959. 

X-ray Shoe-fitting Machines. 

Sec. 20 -B. X-ray shoe-fitting machines.-N 0 shoe-fitting device or ma­
chine which uses fluoroscopic, X-ray or radiation principles shall be operated or 
maintained. Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be punished by 
a fine of not more than $100. (1959, c. 78; c. 363, § 47.) 

Fireworks. 

Sec. 21. Sale of fireworks. 
IX. To the sale to, and use of fireworks by, agricultural growers for the pro­
tection of crops, provided a permit has been obtained for this purpose from the 
insurance commissioner. The commissioner shall promulgate regulations for 
the protection of the public governing the purchase, use and storage of fireworks 
by agricultural growers. The regulations shall include the size, type and explo-
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O. 137, § 30 DEPOSITS ON WAYS Vol. 4 

sive content of the fireworks; areas in which they may be used; and the season 
of the year during which a permit is valid. The commissioner may charge a 
fee of not more than $2 for the permit, which fee shall be used to enforce this 
section. The fees shall be credited to the division of state fire prevention and 
shall not lapse but shall remain a continuing, carrying balance. (R. S. c. 124, 
§§ 19, 20. 1949, c. 372. 1959, c. 301.) 
Effect of amendment.-The 1959 amend- Since the rest of the section was not af-

ment added subsection IX to this section. fee ted by the amendment, it is not set out. 

Dangerous Use of and Deposits on Ways. 

Sec. 30. Dumping of rubbish in highways. - No person, firm or cor­
poration shall throw, place or cause to be placed any waste material, bottles, 
r~bbish or garbage of any nature within the limits of the right-of-way of any 
public highway; provided, however, that this section shall not apply to the proper 
use of the right-of-way for highway purposes. If such throwing or placing was 
done from a motor vehicle, it shall be prima facie evidence that the throwing or 
placing was by the driver of such motor vehicle. 

(1955, c. 206, § 1.) 
Effect of amendment.-The 1955 amend­

ment added the second sentence of the 
first paragraph. As the second and third 

paragraphs were not changed by the 
amendment, they are not set out. 

Sec. 31. Throwing of bottles, etc., on highways. - Whoever throws 
or deposits on any public way or on land within the bounds of such way or prop­
erty adjacent thereto any bottles or metal cans, except in proper containers placed 
for rubbish collection and removal, shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
$50. If such throwing or depositing was done from a motor vehicle, it shall be 
prima facie evidence that the throwing or depositing was by the driver of the 
motor vehicle. (1953, c. 308, § 100. 1955, c. 206, § 2. 1957, c. 163.) 

Effect of amendments. - The 1955 The 1957 amendment inserted the 
amendment substituted "$50" for "$10" at words "or property adjacent thereto" in 
the end of the first sentence and added the first sentence. 
the second sentenc~ 

Abandonment of Airtight Oontainers. 

Sec. 32-A. Abandonment of airtight containers.-Any person, firm or 
corporation abandoning or discarding in any public or private place accessible to 
children any chest, closet, piece of furniture, refrigerator, icebox or other article 
having a compartment of a capacity of 1 % cubic feet or more and having a door 
or lid which when closed cannot be opened easily from the inside, or who being 
the owner, lessee or manager of such place, knowingly permits such abandoned 
or discarded article to remain in such condition, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than $50 
f.ll by imprisonment of not more than 30 days, or by both such fine and imprison­
ment. (1955, c. 138.) 

Settlements or Releases from Injured Persons. 

Sec. 49-A. Settlements or releases from injured persons confined in 
hospitals.-Except as provided in this section, no settlement or general release or 
statement in writing signed by any person confined in a hospital or sanitarium 
as a patient with reference to any personal injuries for which said person is con­
fined in said hospital or sanitarium shall be admissible in evidence, used or referred 
to in any manner at the trial of any action to recover damages for personal injuries 
or consequential damages, so called, resulting therefrom, which statement, settle­
ment or general release was obtained within 10 days after the injuries were sus-
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Vol. 4 BUDGET PLANNING BUSINESS C. 137, § 53 

tained and such settlement or release shall be null and void. This section shall 
not apply to statements or releases obtained by police officers or inspectors of motor 
vehicles in the performance of their duty, members of the family of such person 
or by or on behalf of his attorney. This section shall not apply to chapter 31. 
(1959, c. 284.) 

Notices Discriminating Against Persons. 

Sec. 50. Discrimination by reason of race, color, religious creed, an­
cestry or national origin at places of public accommodation.-No person, 
being the owner, lessee, proprietor, manager, superintendent, agent or employee of 
any place of public accommodation, resort or amusement shall directly or indirectly 
by himself or another, refuse, withhold from or deny to any person any of the 
accommodations, advantages, facilities or privileges thereof, or directly or in­
directly, by himself or another, publish, issue, circulate, distribute or display in 
any way, any advertisement, circular, folder, letter, book, pamphlet, written or 
painted or printed notice or sign, of any kind or description, intended to discrimi­
nate against or actually discriminating against persons of any race, color, religious 
sect, creed, class, denomination, ancestry or national origin, in the full enjoyment 
of the accommodations, advantages, facilities or privileges offered to the general 
public by such places of public accommodation, resort or amusement. The pro­
duction of any such advertisement, circular, folder, letter, book, pamphlet, written 
or painted or printed notice or sign, purporting to relate to any such place and to 
be made by any person being the owner, or operator or an agent or employee of 
said owner or operator shall be presumptive evidence in any action that the same 
was authorized by such person. 

A place of public accommodation, resort or amusement within the meaning of 
this section shall be deemed to include any establishment which caters or offen; 
its services, facilities or goods to, or solicits patronage from the members of the 
general public, including but not limited to any inn, whether conducted for the 
entertainment, housing or lodging of transient guests, or for the benefit, use or 
accommodation of those seeking health, recreation or rest, any restaurant, eating 
house, public conveyance on land or water, bathhouse, barber shop, theater, music 
hall and any retail store. 

Any person who shall violate any of this section or who shall aid in or incite, 
cause or bring about, in whole or in part, the violation of this section shall, for 
t.he first such offense, be punished by a fine of not more than $100, or by imprison­
ment for not more than 30 days, or by both; and for each and every additional vio­
lation be punished by a fine of $500, or imprisonment for not more than 30 days, 
or by both. (R. S. c. 124, § 44. 1959, c. 282.) 

Effect of amendment.-The 1959 amend-
ment rewrote this section. 

Budget Planning Business. 

Sec. 51. Budget planning business prohibited.-No person, firm, as­
sociation or corporation shall engage in the business of budget planning. The 
provisions of sections 51 to 53, inclusive, shall not apply to those admitted to the 
practice of law. (1955, c. 408.) 

Sec. 52. Definition.-"Budget planning" means the making of a contract 
with a particular debtor, whereby the debtor agrees to pay a certain amount pe­
riodically to the person engaged in the budget planning, who shall distribute the 
same among certain specified creditors in accordance with a plan agreed upon. 
(1955, c. 408.) 

Sec. 53. Penalty.-Whoever, either individually or as the officer or em­
ployee of any person, corporation or association, violates any of the provisions 
of section 51 shall be punished by a fine of not more than $500, or by imprison-
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ment for not more than 6 months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. (1955, 
c. 408.) 

Blind Persons with Guide Dogs. 

Sec. 54. Blind persons with guide dogs.-Notwithstanding any provision 
of the law, any blind person accompanied by a trained guide dog, which is used as 
a leader or guide, shall be entitled to any and all accommodations, advantages, fa­
cilities and privileges of all public conveyances, public amusements and places of 
public accommodations, within this state to which persons not accompanied by 
dogs are entitled, subject only to the conditions and limitations applicable to all 
persons not accompanied by dogs, and no blind person shall be required to pay 
any charge or fare on account of the transportation on any public conveyance of 
himself and such dog so accompanying him, in addition to the charge or fare law­
fully chargeable for his own transportation. The management of any such public 
conveyances, public amusements and places of public accommodations may require 
a blind owner of a guide dog to show written evidence that his dog has been edu­
cated, trained and intended, in fact, to perform such guide service for him; and 
the foregoing management may also require the owner to muzzle his guide dog 
while on their respective premises. Whoever deprives any blind person of any 
right conferred by this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 
nor more than $300. (1959, c. 127.) 

Chapter 138. 

Crimes against Marital or Family Status and Children. 

Desertion and Nonsupport. 

Sec. 1. Desertion of wife or children in destitute circumstances or 
willful nonsupport, when a felony; court may direct fine paid to wife; 
or may order respondent to make weekly payments; condition of recog­
nizance. 

Courts having jurisdiction in the places of residence of any of the dependents 
or the responsible parent shall have jurisdiction of the subject matter. (R. S. c. 
125, § 1. 1947, c. 369, § 1. 1959, c. 75, § 1.) 

Cross reference.-See c. 15S-A, §§ 1-10, 
re Uniform Gi,fts to Minors Act. 

Effect of amendment.-The 1959 amend­
ment added the above as the last para-

graph in this section. As the rest of the 
section was not affected by the amendment, 
it is not set out. 

Sec. 2. Desertion of wife or minor children in destitute circumstances 
and willful nonsupport, when a misdemeanor. 

Courts having jurisdiction in the places of residence of any of the dependents 
or the responsible parent shall have jurisdiction of the subject matter. (R. S. c. 
125, § 2. 1947, c. 369, § 2. 1959, c. 75, § 2.) 

Effect of amendment.-The 1959 amend- section was not affected by the amend-
ment added the above as the last para- ment, it is not set out. 
graph in this section. As the rest of the 

Crimes against Children. 

Sec. 12 -A. Sale of near beer to minors prohibited. - Any person who 
shall sell to a minor any malt beverage under the name of "near beer" or any 
other name which tends to infer that such beverage has an alcoholic content, or 
shall sell to a minor any malt extract which may be used in the manufacture of beer 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine 
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