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C. 81, §§ 1-4 RE;GIS'fRATION OF ARCHITE;CTS Vol. 2 

Chapter 81. 

Registration of Architects. 
Sec. 1. Board of registration for architects.-A state board of regis

tration for architects, as heretofore created and hereinafter in this chapter called 
the "board," shall administer the provisions of this chapter and may be cited as 
the "Maine State Board of Architects." 

The board shall be composed of 3 practicing architects, or 2 practicing archi
te~ts and 1 professor of architecture, w~o shall be appointed by the governor 
wIth the advIce and consent of the councIl, to serve for 3 years and until their 
successors are duly appointed and qualified. Each member of the board shall 
receive a certificate of his appointment from the governor and shall serve with
'out pay. (1945, c. 356, § 1. 1949, c. 242, § 1.) 

See c. Hi. §§ 2-4. re bonds of state offi
-cials; c. 18, § :\1, re fees, fund for payment 
-of expenses of hoard, etc. 

Sec. 2. Qualifications for members.-Each member of the board shall 
be a citizen of the United States, a resident of this state and an architect of recog
nized standing who shall have been engaged in the independent practice of archi
tecture for at least 10 years previous to his appointment, with the exception of 
one member \"ho may be the head of a department of architecture in any college 
or university of this state and whose combined experience in practice and teach
ing shall not be less than 10 years-at least 2 of which shall have been in the 
active practice of architecture as a profession. Members of organized groups 
of architects shall not be elected to the board in greater proportion than the 
number of their members is to the number of architects in the state. (1945, c. 
356, § 1.) 

Sec. 3. Organization; meetings; quorum; seal.-The board shall hold 
at least 2 meetings each year for the purpose of examining candidates for regis
tration. Special meetings shall be held at such times as the regularly adopted 
rules and regulations of the board shall provide. 

Two members of the board shall constitute a quorum but 110 action may be 
taken without at least 2 votes in accord. The board shall annually elect a chair
man and a secretary. The secretary mayor may not be a member of the board. 
The board shall adopt and have an official sea1. (1945, c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 4. Powers and duties. - The board shall in accordance with the 
spirit and intent of the law make such rules and regulations as may be desirable 
or necessary for the performance of its duties and for carrying out the purposes 
of this chapter. 

In carrying into effect the provisions of this chapter the board may, under 
the hand of its chairman and the seal of the board, subpoena witnesses and 
compel their attendance and may require the production of books, papers and 
documents in any case involving revocation or registration. The chairman or 
the secretary may administer oaths or affirmations to witnesses appearing before 
the board. If any persons shall refuse to obey any subpoena so issued or shall 
refuse to testify or produce any books. papers or other documents, the board 
may present its petition to any justice of the superior or supreme courts, setting 
fortn the facts and thereupon such court, after notice and hearing, may issue its 
subpoena to such person, requiring his attendance before the court and thereto 
testify or to produce books, papers and documents as may be deemed necessary 
and pertinent. Any person failing or refusing to obey the subpoena or order of 
the said court may be proceeded against in the same manner as for refusal to 
obey any other subpoena. 
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The board, or any committee thereof, shall be entitled to the services of the 
attorney general and the services of the prosecuting attorney for the county in 
which enforcement is required; and the board shall also have the power to em
ploy legal advice and such other assistance as may be deemed necessary for 
the proper conduct of its affairs, the expense of such assistance to be defrayed 
by the revenues pro\'ided hy this chapter. (1945, c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 5. Removal of members; vacancies. - The governor, with the 
advice and consent of the council, may by due process of law remove any mem
ber of the board for misconduct, incompetency, neglect of duty or for any mal
feasance in office. Vacancies in the memhership of the board shall be immediately 
filled for the unexpired term. 

If the governor fails to name a successor for an unexpired term or to fill a 
vacancy within 2 months after the term of a member has expired or a vacancy 
occurred, then the remaining members of the board shall be empowered to, and 
may, fill the vacancy by giving the governor 10 days' written notice that they 
are about to take such action, and at the expiration of the 10 days' notice, un
less the governor shall within that period make an appointment, may elect an 
architect having the necessary qualifications to serve out the vacant term. (1945, 
c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 6. Records.-'l'he board shall keep a record of its proceedings and 
a register of all applications for registration which shall show all necessary de
tails as may be determined by the board. (1945, c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 7. Reports.-Not later than August 1st of each year, the board shall 
submit to the governor a report of its transactions of the preceding fiscal year 
ending June 30th, and shall also transmit to him a complete statement of all 
receipts and expenditures of the board, attested by affidavits of its chairman 
and its secretary. (1945, c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 8. Unregistered persons forbidden to practice architecture.
In order to safeguard life, health and property, no person shall practice archi
tecture or hold himself out to practice architecture within the state, or use the 
title "architect" or call himself an architect or sign drawings or specifications 
as an architect, unless he shall be duly registered by the board in the manner 
herein provided and shall thereafter comply with the provisions of this chapter. 

As used in this chapter, the practice of architecture shall consist of rendering 
or offering to render service to clients by consultations, investigation, prelimi
nary studies, plans, specifications, contract documents and a coordination of 
structural factors concerning the aesthetic or structural design and super
vision of construction of buildings or any other service in connection with the 
designing or supervision of construction of buildings located within the state, 
regardless of whether such persons are performing one or all of these duties, 
or whether they are performed in person or as the directing head of an office 
or organization performing them. (1949, c. 242, § 2. 1953, c. 405, § 1.) 

Sec. 9. Exceptions.-Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to apply 
to the supervision of construction of residential property or to landscape archi
tects and marine or naval architects when acting within the scope of their pro
fession or occupation, or to officers or employees of the government of the United 
States while engaged within the state in the practice of architecture for said 
government, or to any person while in the regular employment of a public utility, 
or to any person who is qualifiecl uncler the law to use the title "professional 
engineer," provided that such person may do such architectural work as is in
cidental to his engineering work and any person registered hereunder may do 
such engineering work as is incidental to his architectural work. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent any person from making 
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a set of drawings or specifications for, or supervising the construction of, the 
occasional or incidental erection or construction of: 

I. Any building or enlargement or alteration thereof intended for occupancy 
by himself or any person, association or corporation regularly employing 
him; 

II. Any building or enlargement or alteratioll thereof which is to be used 
for farm purposes; 

III. Any single family residence of any size which is to be used by such per
son as his home; 

IV. Any remodeling or alteration of existing buildings not involving structural 
changes; 

provided such person shall not receive any compensation for making such draw
ings and specifications. (1945, c. 356, § 1. 1953, c. 405, § 2.) 

Sec. 10. Qualifications.-

I. To be qualified for admission to the examination to practice architecture 
in this state an applicant shall be at least 25 years of age, a graduate of an 
approved 4-year high school including not less than 1 year in the basic science 
of chemistry and physics and 3 years of mathematics, or equivalent train
ing, and after completion thereof he must have had: 

A. Satisfactory training in a school or college of architecture apprond 
by the board, with graduation therefrom as evidenced by a diploma setting 
forth a satisfactory degree, and 3 years of practical experience in the of
fice of an experienced architect or architects engaged in the practice of archi
tecture as a profession; or 

B. Nine years of practical experience in the office of an experienced archi
tect or architects engaged in the practice of architecture as a profession: or 

C. Training fully equivalent to that required in paragraphs A. or B. 

II. No corporation as such shall be registered to practice architecture in this 
state, but it shall be lawful for a corporation to practice architecture provid
ing the chief executive officer of such corporation shall be a registered archi
tect and all drawings and plans and specifications and supervision of con
struction or alterations of buildings or projects by such corporation shall be 
under the personal direction of such registered architect. (1945. c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 11. Examinations. - The board shall have the power to make all 
necessary rules and regulations governing the time, place and method of giving 
examinations to all applicants who desire to use the word "architect" and to 
engage in performing the functions of an architect, and of the grading of such 
examinations; and said board shall have the power to provide a reasonable 
division into classes of the various applicants and the examination to be taken 
in each class, said examinations to consist of such technical and professional 
subjects and oral questioning as the board may from time to time prescribe. The 
rules for the examination shall follow the recommendations of the board. (1945. 
c. 356, § 1.) . 

Sec. 12. Registration without examination.--

I. Certificates of registration may, in the discretion of the hoard. be issued 
to persons who have passed a standard National Council of Architectur:d 
Registration Boards' examination upon certification thereto by the National 
Council of Architectural Registration Boards, and the further evidence ()f 
continued honorable professional conduct after the passing of such examina
tion. 
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II. Certificates of registration may, at the discretion of the board, be issued 
to persons who bold or have beld certificate of registration from other states, 
providing the requirements of such certificate of registration are deemed the 
equivalent of requirements for registration in this state by examination, and 
provided the applicant submit such other evidence of his ability as may be re
quired by the board. 

III. For nonresident architects, the board may, upon application theretor, 
and the payment of a fee equivalent to that required for a regular written 
examination and certificate, issue a certificate of registration to any such ap
plicant who holds an unexpired certificate of registration issued to him by 
any state or territory or possession of the United States or any country. pro
vided that the requirements of the registration of architects under which said 
certificate of registration was issued do not contravene the provisions of this 
chapter and are deemed the equivalent of requirements for registration in 
this state by examination, and provided the applicant submit such other evi
dence of his ability as may be required by the boare!. (1945, c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 13. Certificates.-The board shall issue a certificate of registration, 
upon payment of the fee provided for in this chapter, to any applicant who. in 
the opinion of the board, bas satisfactorily met all the requirements of this chap
ter. Certificates shall bear a serial number and the full name of the registrant, 
and shall bear the signatures of the chairman and secretary. and the seal of the 
board. 

Issuance of a certificate of registration by the board shall be evidence that the 
person named therein is entitled to all the rights and privileges of a registered 
architect while said certificate remains unexpired and unrevoked; and said cer
tificate shall be synonymous with registration, vvith the full meaning and effect 
of a license to practice architecture. 

Certificates of registration shall expire on the last day of JUlie of each year 
and shall become invalid on that date unless renewed. Renewal may be effected 
at any time during the month of June by payment of the renewal fee as herei1l 
provided. 

In the case of a revoked, lapsed or suspended registration, the board shall have 
the power to compel the return of the certificate witbin 1 month from the date 
of its expiration, provided there is no reissue of said certificate. (1945, c. 356, 
§ l.) 

Sec. 14. Seal.-Each registrant shall upon registration obtain a seal of such 
design as the board shall authorize and direct. Plans and specifications pre
pared by or under the direct supervision of a registered architect shall be stamped 
with said seal during the life of the registrant's certificate, and it shall be unlaw
ful for anyone to stamp or seal any documents with said seal after the certifi
cate of the registrant named thereon has expired or has been revoked, unless 
said certificate shall have been renewed or reissued. (1945, c. 356, ~ 1.) 

Sec. 15. Penalties.-Any person who shall violate any provision of this 
chapter shaH be punished by a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500, 
or by imprisonment for not more than 3 1110nths. or by both such fine and im
prisonment. (1945, c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 16. Fees.-For the purpose of defraying the expenses of the board, 
as herein provided, and as required for carrying out the provisions of this chap
ter. the following fees and penalties shall be paid: 

I. For an application for examination and registration an amount to be fixed 
by the board which shall at no time exceed the sum of $25. 

II. For a certificate of registration, or by transfer of registration from another 
state or country, an amount to he fixed hy the boarel which shall at no time:: 
exceed the sum of $25. 
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III. For the annual renewal of a registration certificate, an amount to be fixed 
by the board which shall at no time exceed the sum of $10. 

IV. For the restoration of a lapsed, suspended or revoked certificate, an 
amount to be fixed by the board which at no time shall exceed the sum of $25. 
All fees must accompany applications and no part of these fees shall be re-

funded, except such part as may be provided under the rules of the board to be 
refunded when no certificate is issued. (1945, c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 17. Revocation of certificate; suspension.-The board shall have 
the power to revoke the registration of any architect upon proof of violation of 
any of the provisions of this chapter or of violation of any of such rules and 
regulations as the board may establish to govern the practice of architecture in 
this state. 

In the event that any person registered as an architect by the board accepts 
regular employment by a city, town, county or the state or any department there
of, and such employment places him in a position where he is empowered to 
rule upon the services of other architects or to make selections of architects for 
the governmental body by whom he is employed, his license to practice archi
tecture shall be suspended during the term of such employment without preju
dice to him. (1945, c. 356, § 1. 1949, c. 242, § 3.) 

Sec. 18. Hearings. - Any person may prefer charges of fraud, deceit, 
gross negligence, incompetency or misconduct against any registrant. Such 
charges shall be sworn to by the person making them and shall be filed with 
the secretary of the board. 

All charges, deemed worthy of consideration by the board, shall be heard 
by the board within 3 months after the date upon which they are received by 
the secretary. 

The time and place of said hearing shall be fixed by the board and a copy 
of the charges, together with a notice of the time and place of hearing, shall be 
personally served on the registrant accused or mailed to the registrant at his 
last known address at least 30 days before the date fixed for the hearing. 

At any hearing the accused registrant shall have the right to appear per
sonally and by counsel, to cross-examine witnesses and to produce evidence 
and witnesses in his own defense. 

If after such hearing 2 or more members of the board vote in favor of finding 
the accused guilty, the board shall revoke the certificate of registration of such 
architect. 

The board, for reasons it may deem sufficient, may reissue a certificate of regis
tration to any person whose certificate has lapsed or has been suspended or 
revoked, provided no charges of violation of this chapter are pending in any 
court of record of this state and that the board is unanimous in its decision; 
except in the case where charges have been maintained and the registrant has 
been proven guilty, in which case no certificate shall be reissued during 12 months 
from the date of revocation of the previous certificate. (1945, c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 19. Enforcement.-It shall be the duty of all duly constituted offi
cers of the law of this state and all political subdivisions thereof to enforce the 
provisions of this chapter and to prosecute any persons violating the provisions 
thereof. (1945, c. 356, § 1.) 

Sec. 20. Saving clause.-This chapter shall not be construed to affect or 
prevent the practice of any other legally recognized profession. (1945, c. 356, 
§ 1.) 
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