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C. 79-A, § 1 INTERSTATE \VATER POLLl:TION CONTROL Vol. 2 

Chapter 79-A. 

Interstate Water Pollution Control. 

Sec. 1. Governor to execute compact with other states; form of 
execution.-The governor of this state is hereby authorized and directed to ex~­
cute a compact, on behalf of the state of Maine, with anyone or more of the states 
of New Hampshire, Vermont. Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island and 
New York, to be known as the New England interstate water pollution control 
compact, heretofore adopted by the states of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, New York, Vermont and New Hampshire and approved by act of the 
congress of the United States, and to execute any supplementary agreements with 
the states now parties to such compact and the operation thereof. 

When the governor, on behalf of the state, executes such compact or any 
agreement supplementary thereto, he shall affix his signature thereto under a 
recital that the compact or agreement is executed pursuant to the provisions 
thereof, subject to the limitations and qualifications contained in this chapter. 
(1955, c. 450.) 

Sec. 2. Form and contents of compact.-The form and contents of such 
compact are as follows and the effect of its provisions shall be interpreted and ad­
ministered in conformity with the provisions of this chapter. 

New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Compact. 

Whereas, the growth of population and the development of the territory of 
the New England states has resulted in serious pollution of certain interstate 
streams, ponds and lakes, and of tidal waters ebbing and flowing past the bound­
aries of two or more states; and 

Whereas, such pollution constitutes a menace to the health, welfare and eco­
nomic prosperity of the people living in such area; and 

Whereas, the abatement of existing pollution and the control of future pollu­
tion in the interstate waters of the New England area are of prime importance 
to the people and can best be accomplished through the cooperation of the New 
England states in the establishment of an interstate agency to work with the 
states in the field of pollution abatement; now, therefore, the states of Connecti­
cut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont do agree 
and are bound as follows: 

Article I 

It is agreed between the signatory states that the provIsIOns of this compact 
shall apply tc streams, ponds and lakes which are contiguous to two or more 
signatory states or which flow through two or more signatory states or which 
have a tributary contiguous to two or more signatory states or flowing through 
two or more signatory states, and also shall apply to tidal waters ebbing and 
flowing past the boundaries of two states. 

Article II 

There is hereby created the New England interstate water pollution control 
commission, hereinafter referred to as the commission, which shall be a body 
corporate and politic, having the powers, duties and jurisdiction herein enumer­
ated and such other and additional powers as shall be conferred upon it by the 
act or acts of a signatory state concurred in by the others. 

Article III 

The commISSIOn shall consist of 5 commissioners from each signatory state, 
each of whom shall be a resident voter of the state from which he is appointed. 
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The commissioners shall be chosen in the manner and for the terms provided by 
law of the state from which they shall be app)inted. For each state there shall 
be on the commission a member representing the state health department, a 
member representing the state water pollutbn control board, if such exists, 
and, except where a state in its enabling legi:;lation decides that the best inter­
ests of the state will be otherwise served, a member representing municipal inter­
ests, a member representing industrial interests and a member representing an 
agency acting for fisheries or conservation. 

Article IV 

The commISSIOn shall annually elect from its members a chairman and vice­
chairman and shall appoint and at its pleasure remove or discharge such officers. 
It may appoint and employ a secretary whe, shall be a professional engineer 
versed in water pollution and may employ such stenographic or clerical em­
ployees as shall be necessary, and at its pleaslre remove or discharge such em­
ployees. It shall adopt a seal and suitable by-laws and shall promulgate rules 
and regulations for its management and control. It may maintain an office for 
the transaction of its business and may meet at any time or place within the signa­
tory states. Meetings shall be held at least t\,lice each year. A majority of the 
members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but no action 
of the commission imposing any obligation on any signatory state or on any 
municipal agency or subdivision thereof or on any person, firm or corporation 
therein shall be binding unless a majority of the members from such signatory 
state shall have voted in favor thereof. \\There meetings are planned to discuss 
matters relevant to problems of water pollutic1n control affecting only certain of 
the signatory states, the commission may vot~ to authorize special meetings of 
the commissioners of the states especially conc~rned. The commission shall keep 
accurate accounts of all receipts and disburst:ments and shall make an annual 
report to the governor and the legislature of each signatory state setting forth 
in detail the operations and transactions conducted by it pursuant to this com­
pact, and shall make recommendations for any legislative action deemed by it 
advisable, including amendments to the statutes of the signatory states which 
may be necessary to carry out the intent and purpose of this compact. The com­
mission shall not incur any obligations for salaries, office, administrative, travel­
ing or other expenses prior to the allotment of funds by the signatory states 
adequate to meet the same; nor shall the commission pledge the credit of any 
of the signatory states. Each signatory state reserves the right to provide here­
after by law for the examination and audit of the accounts of the commission. 
The commission shall appoint a treasurer who may be a member of the com­
mission, and disbursements by the commissior shall be valid only when author­
ized by the commission and when vouchers therefor have been signed by the 
secretary and countersigned by the treasurer. The secretary shall be custodian 
of the records of the commission with authority to attest to and certify such 
records or copies thereof. 

Article V 

It is recognized, owing to such variable faeors as location, size, character and 
flow and the manv varied uses of the waters subject to the terms of this com­
pact, that no single standard of sewage ani waste treatment and no single 
standard of quality of receiving waters is practical and that the degree of treat­
ment of sewage and industrial wastes should take into account the classification 
of the receiving ,vaters according to present and proposed highest use, stlch as 
for drinking water supply, industrial and agricultural uses, bathing and other 
recreational purposes, maintenance and propagation of fish life, shellfish culture, 
navigation and disposal of vvastes. 

The commission shall establish reasonable physical, chemical and bacterio-
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logical standards of water quality satisfactory for various classifications of me. 
It is agreed that each of the signatory states through appropriate agencies will 
prepare a classification of its interstate waters in entirety or by portions accord­
ing to present and proposed highest use and for this purpose technical experts 
employed by state departments of health and state water pollution control 
agencies are authorized to confer on questions relating to classification of inter­
state waters affecting two or more states. Each signatory state agrees to submit 
its classification of its interstate waters to the commission for approval. It is 
agreed that after such approval, all signatory states through their appropriate 
state health departments and water pollution control agencies will work to estab­
lish programs of treatment of sewage and industrial wastes which will meet 
standards established by the commission for classified waters. The commission 
may from time to time make such changes in definitions of classifications and in 
standards as may be required by changed conditions or as may be necessary for 
uniformity. 

Article VI 

Each of the signatory states pledges to provide for the abatement of eXlstmg 
pollution and for the control of future pollution of interstate inland and tidal 
waters as described in article I, and to put and maintain the waters thereof in 
a satisfactory condition consistent with the highest classified use of each body 
of water. 

Article VII 

Nothing in this compact shall be construed to repeal or prevent the enactment 
of any legislation or prevent the enforcement of any requirement by any signa­
tory state imposing any additional condition or restriction to further lessen the 
pollution of waters within its jurisdiction. Nothing herein contained shall affect 
or abate any action now pending brought by any governmental board or body 
created by or existing under any of the signatory states. 

Article VIII 

The signatory states agree to appropriate for the salaries, office, adminis­
trative, travel and other expenses such sum or sums as shall be recommended by 
the commission. The commonwealth of Massachusetts obligates itself only to 
the extent of sixty-five hundred dollars in anyone year, the state of Connecticut 
only to the extent of three thousand dollars in anyone year, the state of Rhode 
Island only to the extent of fifteen hundred dollars in anyone year, and the 
states of New Hampshire, Maine, and Vermont each only to the extent of one 
thousand dollars in anyone year. 

Article IX 

Should any part of this compact be held to be contrary to the constitution of 
any signatory state or of the United States, all other parts thereof shall continue 
to be in full force and effect. 

Article X 

The commission is authorized to discuss with appropriate state agencies in 
New York state questions of pollution of waters which flow into the New Eng­
land area from New York state or vice versa and to further the establishment 
of agreements on pollution abatement to promote the interests of the New York 
and New England areas. 

Whenever the commission by majority vote of the members of each signatory 
state shall have given its approval and the state of New York shall have taken 
the necessary action to do so, the state of New York shall be a party to this 
compact for the purpose of controlling and abating the pollution of waterways 
common to New Yark and the New England states signatory to this compact 
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but excluding the waters under the jurisdiction of the interstate sanitation com­
mission (New York, New Jersey and Connecticut). 

Article XI 

This compact shall become effective immediately upon the adoption of the 
compact by any two contiguous states of New England but only in so far as 
applies to those states and upon approval by federal law. Thereafter upon 
ratification by other contiguous states, it shall also become effective as to those 
states. (1955. c. 450.) 

Sec. 3. Appropriations.-The state agrees to appropriate from the gen­
eral fund and contribute to the commission snch annual amount as may be re­
quired for its several purposes under the term" of such compact, not in excess of 
$1,000, \vhich limitation is imposed by the st3.te as a condition under which it 
shall become a party thereto. The state, as a further condition under which it 
shaH become a party to the compact, reserve,; the right to withdraw therefrom 
at any time upon 60 days' notice to the chairman of the commission. 

The governor shall determine if and when it shall be for the best interests of 
the state to withdraw from such compact. In the event the governor shall deter­
mine that the state should withdraw from sud compact, he shall have full power 
and authority to give the notice as reCJuired herein and to take any and all steps 
necessary and proper to effect the withdraw:l1 of the state from the compact. 
(1955, c. 450.) 

Sec. 4. Effective date of compact.-This compact, when executed by the 
governor as prescribed in section I, shall be deemed to be fully adopted and 
shall thereupon become binding upon the state of Maine as between it and the 
several other signatory states agreeably to the true tenor and extent thereof. Such 
compact, supplementary agreements and notices of withdrawal shall be filed in 
the office of the secretary of state of the state of Maine. (1955, c. 450.) 

Sec. 5. Appointment of commissioner;3.-There shall be 5 members here­
inafter in this chapter called commissioners of the New England interstate water 
pollution control commission from the state of Maine. One commissioner shall 
be the commissioner of the department of health and welfare and one the chair­
man of the Maine water improvement commi,sion. The term of any such com­
missioner shall terminate at the time he ceases to hold said state office and 
his successor in that office shall be his succc,;sor as commissioner on this com­
mISSIOn. The governor, by and with the consent and advice of the council, shall 
appoint 3 more commissioners who shall be citizens of the state, one to represent 
municipal interests, one to represent industrial interests, and one to represent 
the public generally. The term of the last 3 said commissioners shall be for a 
period of 3 years and he shall hold office un:il his successor shall be appointed 
and CJualified. The terms of each of the initial 5 members shall begin at the date 
of the appointment, provided the said compact shall then have been executed bv 
the governor of this state as prescribed in se,:tion 1; otherwise they shall begi;1 
upon the effective date of the compact in accordance with section 4. 

Any commissioner may be removed from office by the governor upon charges 
and after a hearing. (1955, c. 450.) 

Sec. 6. Compensation.-The commissioners shall serve without compen­
sation but shall be reimbursed for their expenses actually and necessarily incurred 
by them in the performance of their duties. (1955, c. 450.) 

Sec. 7. Reservations and limitation,s.-Notwithstanding any contrary 
provisions hereinbefore contained, it is hereJY specifically provided that 

I. The members representing the state of Maine on the New England inter­
state water pollution control commiSSIOn :;hall have no authority to vote in 
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favor of or to commit said state of Maine or any administrative agency there­
of or any municipal corporation or administrative agency thereof, or any per­
son, firm or corporation therein. 

(a) to any classification of the interstate waters of the state of Maine or 
to any standards of water quality appertaining to any such classification, 
which in any aspect shall impose a higher classification or higher water 
quality than are established by the laws of the state of Maine for such 
waters, or 
(b) to any classification and pertinent standards of water quality in re­
spect to such interstate waters of the state of Maine as have not been as­
signed a classification under the laws of the state of Maine 

II. No classification of waters or standards of water quality thereto appertain­
ing which shall have been approved by the New England water pollution con­
trol commission prior to the effective date of this act, as established in section 
4 hereof, shall be binding upon the state of Maine or any administrative agency 
thereof or any municipal corporation or administrative agency thereof, or 
any person, firm or corporation therein, with relation to any interstate waters 
of the state of Maine. (1955, c. 450.) 

Chapter 80. 

Registration of Accountants. 

Sec. 1. Board of accountancy; appointment; compensation. - The 
Maine board of accountancy, as heretofore established and hereinafter in this 
chapter called the "board", shall consist of 3 members who shall be citizens and 
residents of the state, appointed annually by the governor with the advice and 
consent of the council, for terms of 3 years as the terms of the several members 
expire. Vacancies occurring during a term shall be filled for the unexpired term. 
All members of said board shall be skilled in the art of accounting and shall 
have been actively engaged in the profession of a public accountant; they shall 
be holders of certificates issued under the provisions of this chapter. 

(1957, c. 203, § 1.) 
Effect of amendment. - The 1957 

amendment substituted the word "All" 
for the word "Two" which formerly ap­
peared as the first word of the last sen­
tence of the first paragraph, and deleted 
the clause "the other member shall be a 

practicing attorney in good standing in 
the courts of this state" which iormerly 
appeared at the end of such sentence. 

As the second paragraph was not 
changed by the amendment, it is not set 
out. 

Sec. 4. Examination; issue of certificates.-At such times as the 
board may fix, it shall hold meetings for the examination of applicants for cer­
tificates and shall give notice thereof by publication in a daily newspaper in each 
of the cities of Portland, Lewiston, Bangor and Augusta, stating the time and 
place of such meetings, not less than 20 day,? prior to the date thereof. An exact 
copy of the examination questions shall be filed with the state librarian for pub­
lic reference within 30 days after date of examination. At such meetings the 
board shall conduct examinations of applicants who have been residents of the 
state at least 1 year prior thereto, and of certified public accountants of any other 
state or foreign government which extends similar privileges to certified puhlic 
accountants of this state, and who have paid the required fee. To those who 
have shown the required proficiency in the theory of accounts, practical account­
ing, auditing, commercial law and such other subjects as it deems necessary and 
whom it believes to he of such character and fitness as to qualify them to act as 
public accountants, it shall issue a certificate oyer the signatures of the members 
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