
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



REVISED STATUTES 
OF THE 

ST A TE OF MAINE 

1954 

1959 CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 

ANNOTATED 

IN FIVE VOLUMES 

VOLUME 1 

Place in Pocket of Corresponding 

Volume of Main Set 

THE MICHIE COMPANY 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 

1959 



Vol. 1 ADJUTANT GENERAL C. 14, § 11 

civil defense and public safety functions within the territorial limits of the po
litical subdivision within which it i" organized, and, in addition, shall conduct such 
functions outside of such territorial limits as may be required pursuant to the pro
visions of section 10. 

Duly appointed law enforcement officers of local, state and sheriffs organiza
tions are empowered to enforce any of the provisions of this chapter or any rules 
Or regulations promulgated thereunder in times of an emergency or during au
thorized alerts including partial or full mobilization necessarv to carry out the pro
visions of section 6 It shall be unlawful for any individual to fail or refuse to com
ply with any just or reasonable order relative to the above from any such duly 
appointed law enforcement officer. Such failure to comply with such order shall 
constitute a misdemeanor. 

Duly appointed Civil defense and public safety law enforcement officers of local, 
state and sheriffs organizations shall have power to make drrests of persons found 
in violation of any provisions of this chapter or any rules and regulations promul
gated thereunder in times of emergency necessary to carry out the provisions of 
section 6 of this chapter. (1949, c. 298. 1955, c. 435, § 2.) 

Effect of amendment.-The 1955 amend
ment deleted the words "and directed" 
fo.·merly appearing after the word "au
thorized" in the first sentence of the first 
paragraph and inserted the words "and 

shall establish" in the same sentence. It 
also inserted the third and fourth sen
tences of the first paragraph, and added 
the second and third paragraphs. 

Sec. 12. Appropriations and authority to accept services, gifts, 
grants and loans; st.ate director authorized to convey equipment, etc. 

The state director, for purposes of civil defense and public safety. and subject 
to the approval of the g':.lVernor, may convey equipment, supplies, materials or 
funds by way of sale, lease or grant to any political subdivision of the state, such 
conveyance to be subject to the terms of the offer and the rules and regulations, 
if any, imposed by the state. (1949, c. 298. 1955, c. 435, § 3.) 

Effect of amendment.-The 1955 amend
ment added the above paragraph at the 
end of this section. As the rest of the sec-

tion was not changed, only the paragraph 
added by the amendment is set out. 

Sec. 13. Utilization of existing services and facilities.-In carrying 
out the provisions ot this chapter, the governor and the executive officers or gov
erning bodies of the political subdivisions of the state are directed and shall utilize 
the services and facilities of existing departments, offices and agencies of the state 
and all the political subdivisions thereof to the maximum extent practicahle, and 
the officers and personnel of all such departments, offices and agencies are directed 
and shall cooperate with and extend such services and facilities to the governor and 
to the civil defem,e and puhlic saiety organizations of this state upon reC]uest. 
(1949, c. 298. 1955 c. 435 § 4.) 

I:ffect of amendment.-The lD55 amend
m ;nt substituted "and shall" for "to" af
ter the word "directed" in lines three and 
six. It also substituted "all" for "of" be-

fore the words "the political subdivisions," 
and "this" for "the" before the word 
"state" near the end of the section. 

Sec. 19 -A. Penalty.-Every officer of a political subdivision of this state 
who, having admimstrative responsibilities under the provisions of this chapter, 
willfully violate" any of the provisions of thiS chapter shall be punished by a fine 
of $20. (1955, c. 435, § 5.) 

Chapter 14. 
The Military Law. 

Adjutant General. 
Sec. 11. Adjutant general, rank, powers and duties; salary; assist

ant.-The adjutant general of the state shalI be appointed by the governor, shall 
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have the rank of brigadier general and may be promoted to the rank of major 
general. He shall be ex officio, chief of staff, quartermaster general and paymaster 
general of the state. For the purpose of establishing the relation between the na
tional military establishment::., and the various staff departments of the state, he 
shall be the chief of saId departments; and the requisitions, purchases and issues 
to be made by the senior officer on duty in certain of said departments, as herein
after prescribed, shall be made by them pursuant and in obedience to his direc
tions and instructions. 

He shall control the milItary department subordinate only to the governor, and 
may adopt such methods of administration, not inconsistent with the laws, regula
tions and customs or the service of the national military establishment, so far as 
the same may be applicable, as he may deem necessary to render the department 
efficient. 

He shall superintend the preparation of all returns, reports, plans and estimates 
reqUIred of the statt by the national military establishment; and, on or before the 
30th day ot June ot each year, shall make a report to the governor of the strength 
and condition of the militia and of the busmess transactions of the department, 
including a detailed statement of expenditure for all military purposes. 

He shall be responsible for the care, preservation and repair ot all military 
property belOnging or issued to the state for the arming and equipping of the 
militia; and he shall dispose of all military property of the state found unservice
able after a proper Inspection, account for the proceeds, and deposit the same into 
the state treasury, to the credit of the military fund. 

He shall cause to be turned in, in such manner as the national military estab
lishment may require, such ordnance, accoutrements and equipments belonging 
to the United States and receive in substitution therefor such prescribed regula
tion ordnance and equipment, as may be necessary to conform to the standard re
quired by the laws and regulations of the United States. 

He shall, under the direction of the governor, prepare and submit to the state 
purchasing agent requisitions for, and make issues of, such military property as 
is necessary to equip the organizations of the national guard or other state military 
or naval forces according to the standard that is now or may be hereafter pre
scribed by the laws and regulations of the United States; he shall approve all is
sues; but no such property shall be issued, or otherwise disposed of, to persons 
or organizations other than those of the national guard or other state military or 
naval forces. 

He shall keep a just and true account of all expenses necessarily incurred, in
cluding pay, transportation and subsistence of officers and enlisted men of the 
national guard or ot any other authorized state military or naval forces, and of 
all military property; and shall render annually to the governor a statement in 
detail showing the deposition of all clothing, ordnance, arms, ammunition and other 
military property on hand and issued. 

He may sell for cash to officers of the national guard or other authorized state 
military or naval forces, for their official use, and to organizations of the national 
guard or other authorized state military or naval forces, any military or naval 
property which is the property of the state; and he shall, with his annual report, 
render to the gowrnor a true account of the sales so made, and shall deposit the 
proceeds of the Sal11f in the state treasury to the credit of the military fund. 

The adjutant general shall receive an annual salary of $10,000. He shall receive 
no other fee, emolument or perquisite. 

The adjutant general may appoint, subject to the approval of the governor, an 
officer, who shall meet the same requirements as officers for appointment to the 
staff as provided for in section 9, as assistant adjutant general, who shall assist 
the adjutant general in the performance of his duties, and who shall, whenever 
the adjutant gener:li is absent or unable from any cause to perform his duties, or 
whenever a vacancy shall exist in the office of adjutant general, perform the du
ties of the adjutant general during such absence and disability, and who, in the 
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case of vacancy in the said office, shall be acting adjutant general until such va
cancy shall have been tilled by the commander in chief, as provided for by law. 

Subject to the dpproval of the governor, the adjutant general may appoint a 
property officer and a plans and training officer both of wl10m shall meet the re
quirements for appointment of staff officers provided in section 9, hold office at 
the pleasure of the adjutant general and receive salaries to be fixed by the governor 
and council. 

The property officer shall perform such duties relative to the care, preservation 
and repair of military property belonging or issued to the state as the adjutant 
general may from time to time direct and shall receipt and account for all property 
allotted to his custody and make such returns and reports concerning the same 
as may be required by the adjutant general. He shall give a good and sufficient 
bond to the state in an amount to be determined by the governor for the faithful 
performance of his duties and for the safekeeping and proper distribution of all 
property entrusted to his care. 

The plans and training officer shall perform such duties relative to the instruc
tion and training of the national guard or other state military or naval forces as 
the adjutant general may from time to time direct and he shall make such returns 
and reports concerning he same as may be required by the adjutant general. (R. 
S. c. 12. ~ 12. 1945 c. 363. 1947, c. 388. 1949, c. 326, §~ 6. 7. 1951. c. 161: c. 412, 
~ 2. 1953, c. 308, § 7. 1955, c. 405, § 5; c. 473, § 2. 1957, c. 418, § 2. 1959, c. 
361, § 2.) 

Eff~ct of amendments. - The first 1955 
amendmen inser~ed the provision author
izing promotion of the adjutant general to 
major general and made certain other 
changes of a formal nature in the first 
paragraph. The second 1955 amendment 
increased the annual salary of the adjutant 
general from $7.000 to $8,000. The 1957 
amendment, effective July 1, 1957, in
creased his annual salary from $8,000 to 
$9,000 and carried appropriations for fiscal 
years ending in 1958 and 1959. 

The 1959 amendment substituted the 
figures "$9,000" for the figures "$10,000" 

in the ninth paragraph. 
Editor's note. - The last paragraph of 

P. L. 1959, c. 361, § 2, amending this sec
tion, reads as follows: "(There is hereby 
appropriated from the General Fund the 
sum of $867 for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1960 and $1,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1961 to carry out the pur
poses of this section.)" 

Effective date. - P. L. 1959, c. 361, 
amending this section, provided in section 
14 thereof as follows: "The provisions of 
this act shall become effective for the 
week ending August 22, 1959." 

State Military Defense Commission. 
Sec. 18. Drill rooms, offices, armories, stables, etc.; duty of mu

nicipal officers to provide use of same; erection of armories.-The mu
nicipal officers shall provide and maintain for each unit of the national guard, or 
other state military or naval forces located within the limits of their municipality, 
armories and other necessary buildings, the suitability of which shall be deter
mined by the state military defense commission. 

After consulting with the municipal officers, the state military defense com
mission shall fix a reasonable compensation, subject to the approval of the gov
ernor to be paid as rent to the municipality providing and maintaining the build
ings. This compensation shan be paid by the state out of the appropriation for 
armory rental. The buildings shall be held for the exclusive use of the national 
guard, or other state military or naval forces, unless otherwise authorized by the 
general regulations prescribed by the state military defense commission, or by 
special authority of the chairman of the commission after written application by 
the municipal officers. 

The governor may accept, in the name of the state, donations of real estate 
and personal property to be used for military purposes by the national guard, 
or other state military or naval forces, upon such conditions as the donors may 
prescribe. The governor may prescribe further regulations pertaining to prop
erty so donated. The state military defense commission may approve for pay-
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ment from the appropriation for armory rentals necessary sums for the mainte
nance and operation of the property. 

Whenever the military fund is sufficient the state military defense commiSSIOn 
may, with the approval of the governor, erect armories and other necessary build
mgs upon land donated to the state for that purpose. 

When a city or town constructs armories and other necessary buildings for 
the use of the national guard or other statr military or naval forces, the state 
shall reimburse the city or town for 0 of each installment as it becomes due the 
contractor where the following conditions are observed: 

I. The city or town shall deposit with the treasurer of state a recorded deed 
conveying to the state clear title to all the real estate involved. 
II. The state military defense commission shall certify in writing to the treas
urer of state that an installment is due. 
III. The state contribution shall not exceed a total of $50,000 to each city or 
town. 
IV. Not more than 3 such armory projects shall be erected biennially. 
The municipal officers shall provide target ranges for units of the national 

guard, or other state military or naval forces, located within the limits of their 
municipality, except where ranges are provided from the funds appropriated for 
the purpose by the federal government. The municipal officers shall maintain 
the target ranges in good condition regardless of the method by which they were 
obtained. The suitability of target ranges shall be determined by the senior of
ficer in the ordnance department of the national guard, or other state military 
or naval force, and approved by the adjutant general. These target ranges shall 
be open for the use of members of the national guard, or other state military or 
naval forces, at all times, subject to the approval of the adjutant general. 

The legislative body of a municipality may raise money for purchasing, leas
ing, constructing and maintaining, or may accept by gift or otherwise, real estate 
and personal property to be used for armories, other necessary buildings, and 
target ranges for units of the national guard, or other state military and naval 
forces, located in the municipality. 

To carry out the provisions of this section there shall be a biennial appropri
ation known as the military fund, from which payment is to be made by the 
treasurer of state upon vouchers issued by the state military defense commission 
to the state controller. 

Any municipal officer who fails to take effective measures for providing and 
maintaining suitable armories, other necessary buildings, and target ranges as 
prescribed by this section, or who uses the buildings without authority, or who 
abuses the authority granted is guilty of a misdemeanor. He shall be prosecuted 
by complaint or indictment before a court of competent jurisdiction and upon 
conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $400, 
or by imprisonment for not less than 3 months nor more than 6 months, or both. 
Any fine imposed by the authority of this section shall be paid into the state 
treasury and credited to the military fund. 

All real estate and personal property owned or leased by the state, by any 
municipality, or by any organization of the state military or naval forces, and 
used for military purposes is exempt from all taxation during the period of such 
ownership or lease and use. (R. S. c. 12, § 25. 1953, c. 308, § 8. 1957, c. 405, 
§ 4.) 

Effect of amendment. - The 1957 
amendment rewrote this section. 

General Provisions. 
Sec. 70. Exemption from arrest. 

No person shall be arrested in a civil action, on mesne process, or execution, 
or on a warrant for taxes, on the clay of annual Thanksgiving, the 19th clay of 
April, the 30th day of May, the 4th clay of July, the 1st Monday of September, 
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Veterans Day, November 11th or Christmas. On the day of any military train
ing, inspection, review or election, no officer or soldier required by law to attend 
the same shall be arrested on any sl1ch processes. (R. S. c. 12, § 73. 1957, c. 
397, § 7.) 

Effe::t of amendment. - The 1957 
amendment made the last paragraph into 
two sentence, and inserted "Veterans 
Day" for "Armistice Day" in such para-

graph. As the first paragraph was not 
c11anged by the amendment, it is not set 
out. 

Chapter 15. 
State Police. 

Sections 8-13. StatlOns for Weighing Vehicles. 

State Police. 

Sec. 1. Chief; apiJoint~1''''11t and d,,~ties; members of force; rules 
and reg'-clls.tions; deputy chief.-The governor, with the advice and consent 
of the cot11lc'il, shall appoillt a chief of the state police, as heretofore appointed, 
to se!'\'e for a term of 4 years unlecss re1l1()ved for canse. Such appointment may 
be made [ro11l the membership of the state police. He may be removed 1)y the 
goyc:rnor and council only after cbzl1-g(Os have beecn preferred in writing ancl, if 
he so reql'ests, after public hearing. '1'he chief shall be the exccutiye head of the 
department of thc state police, as l:crdof::::re estahlished and shall execute the 
ch,ties of his office 1ll1der th" cli;-ection anel snhject to the apprcn-al of the f?;over
nor and council. The chi;J of tbe state jJolice may enlist suitahle persons as 
mem1,pr5 of the :itate police Lo enforce the prcn-isio;ls of law, -who shall enlist 
for a jJcriod of 3 years: 

I. Dming the first year of the 1st enlistment a memher will be on probation 
and may be summarily discharged by the chief without hearing; (1947, c. 24, 
~ 1.) 
H. "\ qualified and accepted re::ruit \yill take the oath to be prescribed by 
reguhtiollS of the department and such oath shall be set out in the enlistment 
paper. Each accepted recrl1it shaH sign such paper and expressly agree to 
abide by ancl be sl1bj ect to all the conditions and ohligations therein set forth; 
HI. After the first year of the 1st enlistment period members may be clis
ch"rgecl only after trial before a trial comt to be designated by the chief of 
the said state police; (1947, c. 24, § 2.) 
IV. l\Iembel-s may be discharged on their own request if deemed consistent 
\vith the goocJ of the service by the chief; 
V. Voluntary withdrawal from the force during the term of enlistment or 
reenlistment without the consent of the chief shall constitute a misdemeanor; 
VI. The chief shall make rules anel regulations subj ect to the approval of the 
governor and cmmcil for the discipline and control of members of the state 
police and for the examination and qualification of applicants for enlistment 
therein and violation of any rules and regulations, approved as aforesaid, by 
any member of the state police shall constitute a misdemeanor. Subject to the 
approval of the governor an() council, the chief may designate a member of 
the state police to act as his deputy. (R. S. c. 13, § 1. 1945, c. 255, § 1. 1947, 
c. 24, §§ 1,2. 1959, c. 363, § 5.) 

Effect of amendment.-The 1%9 amend
ment added the words "department of 
the" after the wore! "the" and before the 
word "state", and added the words "as 
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heretofore established" after the word 
"police" and before the word "and" in the 
fourth sentence of this section. 
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