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Vol. 1 ORGANIZATION OF THE LEGISLATURE C. 10, § 2 

the municipality, as the case may be, shall notify the proper prosecuting officer of 
any failure to file such statement on the part of any candidate, and within lO days 
thereafter such prosecuting officer shall proceed to prosecute such candidate for 
such offense. This section shall not apply to primary elections held under the 
provisions of sections 15 to 51 of chapter 4. No person elected to any office 
established by the constitution or laws of this state shall receive any salary or 
emolument for the period during which he shall have failed to file such statement. 
(R. S. c. 8, § 6. 1955, c. 429, § 1. 1957, c. 167.) 

Effect of amendments. - The 1955 
amendment substituted the words "for a 
municipal office to be elected by the reg
istered voters of the entire city, provided 
the city is one of 10,000 inhabitants or 
over" for the words "for a city, ward or 

town office" near the middle of the first 
sentence. The 1957 amendment substi
tuted "mayor, alderman and councilman" 
for the words "municipal office" in the 
clause inserted in the first sentence by the 
1955 amendment. 

Sec. 7. Statements to be preserved and open to inspection.-All 
statements filed in accordance with the provisions of the 2 preceding sections shall 
be preserved for 15 months after the election to which they relate, and shall, dur
ing that period, be open to public inspection. The clerk of every city of over 
10,000 inhabitants shall provide blank forms suitable for the statements required 
to be returned to him. (R. S. c. 8, § 7. 1955, c. 429, § 2.) 

Effect of amendment.-The 1955 amend
ment rewrote the second sentence. 

Chapter 10. 

Legislature. Legislative Research Committee. Commission on 
Interstate Cooperation. 

Section 2l-A. Rules and Regulations. 
Section 33-A. Commission on Uniform State Laws. 

Organization of the Legislature. 

Sec. 2. Salary and travel of members of the legislature and repre
sentatives of Indian tribes.-Each member of the senate and house of repre
sentatives shall receive $1,600 for the regular session of the legislature, and shall 
be paid for travel at each legislative session once each week at the rate of 5¢ per 
mile to and from his place of abode, the mileage to be determined by the most 
reasonable direct route. He is entitled to mileage on the first day of the session, 
and such amounts of his salary and at such times as the legislature may determine 
during the session, and the balance at the end thereof. Two dollars shall be de
ducted from the pay of every member for each day that he is absent from his 
duties, without being excused by the house to which he belongs. 

The president ot the senate and speaker of the house of representatives shall 
each receive $1,850 for each regular session of the legislature, with the same mile
age as other members, and subject to the same deductions in case of each absence. 
Any member acting as president pro tempore of the senate, or speaker pro tempore 
of the house, shall receive $2 a day extra therefor. 

The member of the Indian tribe elected by it to represent the tribe at the bi
ennial assembly of the legislatnrc shall receive a compensation of $250 for such 
attendance. (1955, c. 478, § 1. 1957, c. 1, § 1; c. 414, § 1. 1959, c. 225; c. 373, 
§§ 1, 2.) 

Effect of amendments. - The 1953 
amendment, effective on the first Wednes
day of January, 1957, increased the salary 
of members of the senate and house from 
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$1,000 to $1,250 and the salaries of the 
president of the senate and the speaker of 
the house from $1,150 to $1.500. 

The first 1957 amendment, retroactive in 
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effect to the first Wednesday of January 
1957, deleted the provision entitling each 
member to $100 of his salary on the first 
day of each month in the second sentence 
of the first paragraph, inserted "such 
amounts of his salary at such times as 
the legislature may determine" in lieu 
thereof, and made certain slight changes 
in phraseology to clarify the wording of 
the first paragraph. The second 1957 
amendment increased the salary of mem
bers of the senate and house from $1,250 
to $1,400 and increased the salary of the 
president of the senate and speaker of 
the house from $1,500 to $1,650; however, 
section 2 of such amendatory act provided 
that this act should take effect on the first 
Wednesday of January, 1959. 

The first 1959 amendment amended the 
last paragraph by substituting the figures 
"$250" for the figures "$200". The second 
1959 amendment substituted the figures 
"$1,600" for the figures "$1,400" in the 
first paragraph, and also substituted the 
figures "$1,850" for the figures "$1,650" 
:in the second paragraph. As the first, sec-

Sec. 3. Senate; organization. 

ond and last paragraphs were the only 
ones affected by the amendments, the rest 
of this section is not set out. 

Effective date. - P. L. 1959, c. 373 
amending this section, provided in sec·· 
tion 3 thereof as follows: "This act shall 
take effect on the first Wednesday of J an
uary, 1961." 

Mileage of legislators for travel to the 
legislature is not "compensation" within 
the meaning of article 4, part 3, section 7 
of the constitution and provision for an 
increase in mileage allowances may prop
erly be made by an act or resolve. Opin
tion of the Justices, 152 Me. 302. 

Mileage of legislators for travel to the 
legislature is personal expense as dis
tinguished from legislative expense. Thus 
an increase in the mileage allowance may 
not be provided for in a joint order but 
can be effected only by an act or resolve 
of the legislature passed as a law by both 
branches thereof and submitted to the 
executive for his executive approval in ac
cordance with the constitution. Opinion 
ot the Justices, 152 Me. 302. 

If the secretary of the senate and his assistant are absent at the time set for 
'convening the senate, their duties shall be performed by the secretary of state or 
his deputy. (R. S, c. 9, § 3. 1955, c. 482, § 1.) 

Effect of amendment.-The 1955 amend
ment added the above paragraph at the 
'end of this section. As the rest of the sec-

tion was not changed, only the paragraph 
added by the amendment is set out. 

Sec. 4. Secretary and assistant secretary of the senate; salaries 
and duties.-The secretary of the senate shall perform the usual duties of the 
()ffice during the session of the legislature, file and index all papers, which have 
been subject to adverse legislative action, index and supervIse the preparation of 
the permanent senate journal. He shall also perform the duties required of him 
by sectIOns 3 and 5. He shall also deliver to the librarian ot the state library all 
papers on file in the office of the secretary of the senate which were considered 
by a session of the legisl<'ture held more than 10 years previously and the state 
librarian shall inspect said papers and preserve all those having any historical or 
permanent value. He shal1 receive a salary of $5,000 in ful1 for all official services 
by him performed during the regular session of the legislature. 

The assistant secretary of the senate shal1 receive a salary of $2,ROO; his work 
shall be performed under the direction of the secretary. (R. S. c. 9, § 4. 1945, 
c. 375, § 1. 1953, c. 422, §§ 1,2. 1955, c. 482, §§ 2, 3.) 

Effect of amendment.-The 1955 amend
ment increased the salary of the secretary 
from $4,000 to $5,000, and the salary of 

the assistan ( secretary from $2,400 to 
$'l,800. 

Sec. 6. House of representatives; organization. 
If the clerk of the house and his assistant are absent at the time s~t for conven

ing the house, their duties shall be performed by the secretary of state or his dep
uty. (R. S. c. 9. § 6. 1955. c. 482, § 4.) 

l!.ffect of amendment-The 1955 amend
ment add~u the above paragrapl1 at the 
end of this section. As the rest of the sec-
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tion was not changed, only the paragraph 
added by the amendment is set out. 
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Sec. 7. Clerk and assistant clerk of the house; salaries and duties. 
-The clerk of the house of representatives shall perform the usual duties of his 
office during the session of the legislature and index the house journal. In the 
months of November 'lnd December next preceding the convening of the regular 
sessions of the legIslature, he shall keep open his office each Wednesday and 
Thursday for the convenience of the public and members-elect of the legislature. 
He shaH when the legislature is not in session be the executive officer of the legis
lature, and unless the legislature otherwise order, have custody of aH legislative 
property and material, arrange for necessary supplies, and equipment through 
the state bureau of purchases, arrange for necessary service, make aH arrange
ments for incoming sessions of the legislature, have general oversight of chambers 
and rooms occupied by the legislature, permit state departments to use legislative 
property, dispose of surplus or obsolete material through the continuing property 
record section of the bureau of public improvements with the approval of the 
speaker of the house and president of the senate and approve accounts for pay
ment. The clerk shall maintain a perpetual inventory of all legislative property 
and make an accounting to the legislature upon request. He shall also perform 
the services required of him by sections 6 and 8. He shall receive a salary of 
$5,000 for the year in which the legislature is in regular session and a salary of 
$1,000 for the year in which the legislature is not in regular session. 

The assistant clerk of the house shall receive a salarv ::Jf $2.800; his work shall 
be performed under the direction of the clerk. (R. S. c. 9, ~ 7. 1945. c. 375, § 2. 
1953, c. 422, §§ 3, 4. 1955, c. 482, § 5. 1959, c. 252.) 

Effect of amendments. - The 1955 
amendment inserted the second sentence. 
It also increased the salaries of the clerk 
and assistant clerk. 

The 1959 amendment rewrote the third 

sentence, adding the references to the 
state bureau of purchases and the con
tinuing property record section of the 
bureau of public improvements. It also 
inserted the fourth sentence. 

Representatives of the Press. 
Sec. 10. Press facilities.-There shal! be maintained and reserved during 

each legislative session for the use of such representatives of the press as have the 
privilege of the floor of the senate and the house of representatives under the 
provisions of section 9, such facilities as may meet their requirements with rea
sonable convenience and adequacy. 

If reasonably consistent with other essential uses of state house office space, 
these facilities shall continue to be assigned for press use while the legislature is 
not in session, but in any case, reasonably adequate facilities shall also be made 
available to the press at all other times. 

All facilities so provided shall be properly maintained by the bureau of public 
improvements. (R. S. c. 9, § 10. 1957, c. 146.) 

Effect of amendment. - The 1957 
amendment rewrote this section. 

Constitutional Amendments. 
Sec. 19. Constitutional amendments, explanation of. - The attorney 

general shall prepare a brief explanatory statement which shall fairly describe 
the intent and content of each constitution'll resolve or state-wide referendum that 
may be presented to the people. He shall cause to have published this explanatory 
statement in each daily newspaper of the state, such statement to be published 
not more than 45 days and not Jess than 30 days prior to the voting and publish 
such statement in each daily newspaper of the state a second time, not more than 
10 and not less than 7 days prior to the voting. Such explanatory statement may 
be puhlished in the English language in a foreign language newspaper. (1949, 
c. 183, ~ l. 1957, c. 318, § 2.) 

Effect of amendment. - The 1957 
amendment added the last sentence. 
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Rules and Regulations. 

Sec. 21-A. Rules and regulations of departments, etc., declared law
fuL-Rules and regulations duly and properly promulgated by the various de
partments, boards. bureaus, agencies and commissions of the state as authorized 
under the provisions of laws contained in the revised statutes of 1944, and acts 
supplemental or amendatory thereto, and which were in effect on December 30, 
1954, are hereby ieclared to be lawful and in effect. 

Nothing contained herein shall be construed as depriving the various depart
ments, bo~rds, bureaus, .agencies and commissions of the right to ~mend, revise 
or otherwIse change theIr rules and regulations in accordance with existing law 
in their present form or as amended or suP!lemented. (1955, c. 172.) 

Effective date.-The act inserting this 
section became effective on its approval, 
April 11, 1955. 

Rules of Construction. Atfirmations. 

Sec. 22. Rules of construction. 

XXVIII-A. Wherever in the revised statutes the word "chapter" appears with
out definite reference, it refers to the chapter in which the word "chapter" ap
pears; if the chapter is given a number, it refers to the chapter so numbered in 
the revised statutes. Wherever in the revised statutes the word "section" ap
pears without reference to a numbered chapter, it refers to a section of the chap
ter in which the word "section" appears. (1955, c. 405, § 2) 
XXVIII-B. Wherever in the Revised Statutes or any legislative act a ref
erence is made to several sections and the section numbers given in the refer
ence are connected by the word "to," the reference includes both the sections 
whose numbers are given and all intervening sections. (1957, c. 397, § 4) 
XXVIII-C. Wherever in the Revised Statutes or any legislative act a refer
ence is made to several dates and the dates given in the reference are con
nected by the word "to," the reference includes both the dates which are given 
and all intervening dates. (1959, c. 363, § 4) 
XXVIII-D. The provisions of the statutes are severable. The provisions of 
any session law are severable. If any provision of the statutes or of a session 
law is invalid, or if the application of either to any person or circumstance is 
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications which 
can be given effect without the invalid provision or application. (1959, c. 363, 
§ 4) 
(1955, c. 405, § 2. 1957, c. 397, § 4. 1959, c. 363, § 4.) 

Effect of amendments. - The 1955 rest of the section was not changed by 
amendment inserted subsection XXVII I- the amendments, 0 n I y the subsections 
A. The 1957 amendment inserted sub- added are set out. 
section XXVIII-B. Applied, as to subsection X, in Owls 

The 1959 amendment inserted sub sec- Head v. Dodge, 151 Me. 473, 121 A. (2d) 
tions XXVIII-C and XXVIII-D. As the 347. 

Legislative Research Committee. 

Sec. 24. Legislative research committee; membership.-A legislative 
research committee, as heretofore established, shall consist of 7 senators to be ap
pointed by the president of the senate, and 7 representatives to be appointed by 
the speaker of the heuse of representatives during each regular session. The presi
dent of the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives shall be members 
ex officio. The committee shall elect a chairman who shall serve as such at the 
pleasure of the committee. (R S. c. 9, § 23. 1947, c. 392, § 1. 1955, c. 381.) 

Effect of amendment.-The 1955 amend- the committee from three to seven, and 
ment increased the number of senators on added the last two sentences. 
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Sec. 26. Authority; studies; purposes. 
VII. The legislative research committee shall appoint a qualified director of 
legislative research. He shall be chosen without reference to party affiliations, 
and solely on the ground of fitness to perform the duties of his office. He shall 
be well versed in economics. in political science and law, and in methods of 
research. He shall hold office for a term of 6 years from the date of his ap
pointment and until his successor has been appointed and qualified. He shall 

receive a salary of $10,000 per year and any necessary traveling expenses; 
(1951, c. 412, § 1. 1955, c. 473, § 1. 1957, c. 418, § 1. 1959, c. 361, § 1.) 

Effect of amendments. - The 1955 Editor's note. - The last paragraph of 
amendment increased the salary of the di- P. L. 1959, c. 361, § 1, amending this sec-
rector of legislative research from $7,000 tion, reads as follows: "(There is hereby 
to $8,000 per year. The 1957 amendment, appropriated from the General Fund the 
effective July 1, 1957, increased his salary sum of $867 for the fiscal year ending 
from $8,000 to $9,000 and carried appro- June 30, 1960 and $1,000 for the fiscal year 
priations for fiscal years ending in 1958 ending June 30, 1961 to carry out the pur-
and 1959. poses of this section.)" 

The 1959 amendment substituted the Effective date. - P. L. 1959, c. 361, 
figures "$10,000" for t::c figures "$9,000" amending this section, provided in section 
in subsection VII. As only subsection VII 14 thereof as follows: "The provisions of 
was changed by the amendments, the rest this act shall become effective for the 
of the section is not set out. week ending August 22, 1959." 

Sec. 27. Certain specific functions and services of the director. 
VII-A. After each session of the legislature to cause to be published cumu
lative pocket supplements of the volumes of the revised statutes, and any re
placement or recompiled volumes thereof, which shall contain an accurate trans
scription of all public laws, the material contained in the next preceding pocket 
supplement, complete and accurate annotations to the statutes, appendix and 
other material accumulated since the publication of the next preceding pocket 
supplement and a cumulative index of said material. (1955, c. 463, § 1.) 
XI. The director shall appoint, with the approval of the legislative research 
committee, an assistant director and such technical assistants, and shall ap
point, subject to the provisions of the personnel law, such clerical assistants. 
as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of sections 24 to 27, inclusive. 
[1957, c. 397, § 5]. (R. S. c. 9, § 26. 1947, c. 392, § 1. 1955, c. 463, § 1. 
1957, c. 397, § 5.) 

Effect of amendments. - The 19;'55 
amendment, which became effective on 
approval, May 21, 1955, added the above 
subsection VIl-A to this section. The 
1957 amendment inserted "an assistant di-

rector and" in subsection XI. As only 
subsections VII-A and XI are changed 
by the amendments, the rest of the sec
tion is not set out. 

Commission on Uniform State Laws. 

Sec. 33-A. Commission on uniform state laws.-The commIssIon on 
uniform state laws, as heretofore established, shall consist ot 3 members to be ap
pointed for a term ot 4 years by the governor with the advice and consent of the 
council. The commIssion shall examine subjects on which uniformity of legisla
tion in the different states is desirable; ascertain the best means to effect uniform
ity; cooperate with the commissioners of other states in the consIderation and 
drafting of uniform acts for submission to the legislature of the several states; 
and prepare bills for introduction in the legislature. 

Each commissioner shall serve without compensation, but shall be entitled to 
receive his actual c!isbursements for his expenses in performing the duties of his 
office. (1955, c. 405. § 3.) 

Editor's note.-Section 4 of the act 
which inserted this section repealed P. L. 
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1895, c. 138, which relates to the commis
sion on uniform state laws. 
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