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substances and materials which pollute, or tend to pollute the same, and to 
endeavor to determine and to recommend methods,as far· as practicable, of 
preventing pollution that is detrimental to the public health or to the health of 
animals, fish, or aquatic life, or detrimental to the practicable use of said rivers 
and waters for recreational purposes. The chief sanitary engineer of the depart
ment of health and welfare shall serve as technical secretary of the board. He 
shall receive no additional compensation for such services and during the interim 
between meetings of the board he shall handle such correspondence, make .or 
arrange for such inspections and investigations, and obtain, assemble, or prepare 
such reports and data as the board may direct and authorize. 

Sec. 2. Cooperation with other departments and agencies. I94I, c. 209, § 2. 
The board is authorized to cooperate with other departments of this state and 
with any other state or states and ·with the federal government for the purpose 
of carrying out the provisions of this chapter relating to rivers and waters 
which run through this state and any other state or states; and said board is 

. authorized to cooperate with the federal government for the purpose of carry
ing out the provisions of this chapter relating to any and all rivers and waters 
which, in whole or in part, are located in or run through this state. 

CHAPTER 73. 

MAINE BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY. 

Sec. I. Appointment of board of accountancy; compensation. R. S. c. 45, 
§ I; c. I25, § 53. I94I, c. 46, § 3. The Maine board of accountancy, as hereto
fore established, and hereinafter in this chapter called the "board", shall con
sist of 3 members, who shall be citizens and residents of the state, appointed 
annually by the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, for terms 
of 3 years, as the terms of the several members expire. Vacancies occurring 
during a term shall be filled for the unexpired term. Two members of said 
board shall be skilled in the art of accounting and shall have been actively 
engaged in the profession of a public accountant; they shall be holders of cer
tificates issued under the provisions of this chapter; the other member shall be 
a practicing attorney in good standing in the courts of this state. . 

The members of the board shall each receive as compensation for their ser
vices $10 a day for the time actually spent and their necessary expenses incurred 
in the discharge of their duties, to be certified by the secretary of the board. 

Sec. 2. Organization; powers and duties; treasurer; expenses. R. S. c. 45, 
§ 2; c. I25, §§ 55, 56. I93I, c. 216, Art. I, § 5; Art. II, § IS. I943, C. 320. 
A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of its 
business. The board shall annually elect a chairman and secretary. It may 
have and use a common seal and make such rules, by-laws, and regulations, not 
inconsistent with law, as it shall deem necessary to improve and promote the 
science and art of accounting, and to carry out the purposes and enforce the 
provisions of this chapter. The board shall promote the standard of general 
education; the standard of special education in the science and art of account
mg; the standard of mor~l character and general public expe~ience as pre-
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scribed in this chapter, in all examinations conducted hereunder. The secretary 
shall keep proper ·records of the doings of the board, and of his receipts and 
expenditures, and of all certificates issued and applications received by the board. 

The secretary of the board shall be the treasurer thereof and shall receive all 
fees, charges, and assessments payable to the board, and account for and pay 
over the same according to law. 

See c. I4, §§ 2-4, re bond of treasurer; C. IS, § 27, re fees, fund for payment of 
expenses of board, etc. 

Sec. 3. Certificate as certified public accountant. R. S. c. 45, § 3. Any 
person who shall have received from the board a certificate of his qualifications 
to practice as a public accountant, as hereinafter provided, shall be styled and 
known as a certified public accountant, and no other persons shall assume such 
title or use the abbreviation C. P. A. or any other words, letters, or figures to 
indicate that the person using the same is such certified public accountant. 

Sec. 4. Examination; issue of certificates. R. S. c. 45, § 4. At such times 
as the board may fix, it shall hold meetings for the examination of applicants 
for certificates and shall give notice thereof by publication in a daily newspaper 
in each of the cities of Portland, Lewiston, Bangor, and Augusta, stating the time 
and place of such meetings, not less than 20 days prior to the date thereof. An 
exact copy of the examination questions shall be filed with the state librarian 
for public reference within 30 days after date of examination. At such meetings 
the board shall conduct examinations of applicants who have been residents of 
the state at least I year prior thereto, and of certified public accountants of any 
other state or foreign government which extends similar privileges to certified 
public accountants of this state, and who have paid the required fee. To those 
who have shown the required proficiency in the theory of accounts, practical 
accounting, auditing, business systems, and commercial law, and such other sub
jects as it deems necessary, and whom it believes to be of such character and 
fitness as to qualify them to act as public accountants, it shall issue a certificate 
over the signatures of the members of the board and under its seal that the 
applicant is entitled to practice as a certified public accountant in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 5. Board may waive eXamination of persons holding certificates from 
other states. R. S. c. 45, § 5. The board may, in its discretion, waive the exam
ination and the payment of fees and may issue a certificate for a certified public 
accountant to any person who is the holder of a certified public accountant's 
certificate issued under the laws of another state or foreign government which 
extends similar privileges to certified public accountants of this state; provided 
the requirements in the state or foreign government which has granted it to the 
applicant are, in the opinion of the board, equivalent to those of this state. 

Sec. 6. Fee for examination; second examination. R. S. c. 45, § 6. Each: 
applicant for examination shall pay to the secretary of the board a fee of $25 at 
the time of filing his application and no other fees or costs shall be required to 
be paid by him. If the applicant fails to pass the examination the fee shall not 
be returned to him, but he shall be entitled to take another examination after 
I year, at any advertised meeting at which there are to be other applicants for 
examination. The fee shall be paid by every person to whom a certificate is 
issued by the board, except that where a reciprocal certificate is issued, the fee 
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required shall be the same as the fee charged to a certified public accountant of 
this state by the reciprocating state for similar privileges. 

Sec. 7. Certificates may be revoked. R. S. c. 45, § 7. The board may revoke 
any certificate issued by it, upon proof of bad moral character, dishonesty, con
viction of crime, incompetency, or unprofessional conduct; provided, however, 
that a written notice shall have been mailed to the holder of such certificate at 
least 20 days before any hearing thereon, stating the cause for such contemplated 
action and appointing a time and place for a hearing thereon before the board. 
Upon the revocation of any certificate, it shall be surrendered to the board by 
the holder. 

Sec. 8. List of persons certified to be filed in office of secretary of state. R. S. 
c. 45, § 8. Upon the granting of any certificate for a certified public accountant 
by the board, the -secretary shall immediately file in the office of the secretary of 
state a certificate showing the name, residence, and post-office address of the 
person to whom the certificate was issued together with the date thereof and 
such other information as the board may deem advisable; the certificate so filed 
shall be open to inspection by all persons at all reasonable times. 

Sec. 9. Advertising; use of certain designations and practice of profession' 
without certificate prohibited; use of terms by partnerships and corporations 
prohibited; penalty. R. S. c. 45, § 9. No person shall advertise, or issue any 
sign, card, or other indication designating himself as a certified public accountant, 
or shall assume the title of a certified public accountant, or use the abbreviation 
of C. P. A. or any other words, letters, or figures to represent that he is a certi
fied public accountant, or shall practice as such without having received a certi
ficate in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, or, having received such 
a certificate, shall so advertise, represent himself, or practice after the revocation 
thereof. No partnership, unless all of its partners are holders of a certificate in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, and no corporation shall use 
the words "certified public accountant" in describing the partnership or corpora
tion or the business thereof; provided, however, that any partnership or corpo
ration may represent that a specified person holding a certificate in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter is a member of such partnership or is in the 
service or employ of such partnership or corporation. Any violation of the 
provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than $500. 

Sec. 10. Annual report. R. S. c. 45, § 10. The board shall annually make 
a report to the governor and council showing its receipts and disbursements in 
detail, the names of persons to whom certificates have been issued, and the names 
of persons whose certificates have been revoked, with the reasons therefor, dur
ing each fiscal year ending on the 30th day of June. 

See C. 14, § 5, re uniform fiscal year. 
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