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CHAPTER 18.

SECRETARY OF STATE.

Sections 1—5 Office and Duties.
Sections 67 Fees.

Office and Duties
See Const. of Me., Art. V, Part 3, § 1.

Sec. 1. Secretary of state; office and duties; vacancy, how filled; salary;
expenses; fees. R. S. c. 2, § 60; c. 125, §§ 13, 37. 1931, c. 216, Art. II, §§ 15,
16. The secretary of state shall keep his office at the seat of government; have
the custody of the state seal, and preserve all records in such office, at the ex-
. pense of the state. When a vacancy happens in the office of secretary of state
during the recess of the legislature, the governor, with the advice and consent
of the council, shall appoint a suitable person to act as secretary of state, until
one is elected by the legislature; and the person thus .appointed shall take the
oath required of the elected secretary; and have the same compensation, while
he performs the duties of the appointment.

The secretary of state shall receive an annual salary of $4,000. He and his
deputy shall also receive such actual traveling expenses incident to the adminis-
tration of his department as shall be necessary.

The secretary of state shall collect the legal and usual fees payable to him by
virtue of his office and shall pay them over forthwith- to the treasurer of state.

Sec. 2. To furnish lists of appointments of magistrates to registers of probate
and clerks of courts. R.S.c.2,§ 63. 1933, c. 118, § 1. The secretary of state,
upon receiving evidence of the qualification of any justice of the peace, trial jus-
. tice, or notary public shall immediately notify the register of probate and the
clerk of the judicial courts of the county where such officer resides, of his ap-
pointment and qualification; and shall on the 1st days of June and December,
forward to the registers of probate courts, judges of municipal courts, and
clerks of United States courts in the state a list of all justices of the peace,
trial justices, and notaries public, whose commissions are then in force, and the
evidence of whose qualification has been filed in his office within the 6 months
next preceding the time of forwarding such lists, which shall contain the name
and residence of every such officer, the date of his commission, and the county
or counties for which he is commissioned; and he shall send at the same time
2 copies of such lists to each of the clerks of the state courts.

Sec. 3. Clerks of courts to keep lists of appointments; effect of lists and
certificates as evidence. R. S. c. 2, § 64. The clerks of the state courts shall
make a memorandum on such lists of the fact and date of their reception, and
either of such lists so attested, or the certificate of such clerk under the seal
of his court, shall be legal but not. conclusive evidence of the appointment and
qualification of such officers, and at the expiration of each decade of years it
shall be the duty of the clerk then in office to have one set of such lists received
during the decade bound in a substantial manner.

Sec. 4. To prepare commissions, record qualifications, engross bills. R. S.
c. 2,§ 66, 1041, c. 70, § 1. The secretary of state shall prepare and present to
the governor and council under the seal of the state, in order that the same may
receive the signature of the governor, a commission for every person appointed
or a certificate of election to every person elected to any office for which a com-
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mission or certificate of election is required; enter in a suitable book the time
when and the person by whom any commission or certificate of election is taken
from his office, and the time when any certificate of the qualification of any
officer is filed therein; provided, however, that when a duty must be paid as a
prerequisite of holding the office, the secretary of state shall notify every per-
son appointed to such office of the fact and on receipt of evidence of its payment
shall then, and no sooner, present said commission or certificate to the governor
and council. When the commission or certificate shall have been signed by the
governor the secretary of state shall deliver or forward the same to the person
so appointed or elected. He shall cause all bills passed by the legislature to be
engrossed, under his special direction, for the use thereof.

136 Me. 4.

Sec. 5. To distribute blanks for election returns; penalty for neglect. R. S.
¢. 2, § 69. He shall cause blanks for all election returns required by law to be
seasonably distributed to the clerks of the several towns, by mail; and if any
clerk fails to receive such blanks by the 2oth day of August, in any year in
which an election is held of which returns are to be made to the office of the
secretary of state, he shall forthwith notify the secretary of state. If the secre-
tary neglects this duty he forfeits $§100 for each neglect.

See c. 5, § 78, re blanks for election returns; c. 62, § 3, re registration of pharm-
acists; c. 168, § 7, re certificate of trade-marks and trade names.

Fees

Sec. 6. Secretary of state. R. S. c. 126, § 11. The secretary of state shall
recelve: ‘

For a certificate under the seal of the state, $1; and for all copies, at the rate
of 12c a page, if such certificate or copies are for the benefit of particular per-
somns.

For filing and recording a certificate of trade-mark, $3; for recording assign-
ment of trade-mark rights, $1; for the certificate of the record of a label, trade-
mark, device, or form of advertisement adopted by any association or union of
workingmen, $2.

For recording notice of a change in the charter or certificate of organization
of a corporation, $5 in advance.

For receiving, filing, and recording copy of certificate of organization of a cor-
poration organized under the provisions of chapter 49, $5 in advance.

For receiving, filing, and recording certificate of officers of a proposed insur-
ance company, and issuing certificate of organization, $20; for receiving and
filing certificate of increase of capital stock of an insurance company, $10.

For receiving, filing, and recording certificate of officers of a proposed fra-
ternal beneficiary association, and issuing certificate of organization, $s.

For recording contract of conditional sale of railroad equipment, or written
declaration of satisfaction of same, $5; and for noting declaration of the satis-
faction of such contract on the margin of the record, $1.

For filing power of attorney of a foreign corporation under the provisions of
section 123 of chapter 49, $10; for filing instrument revoking such power of
attorney, $5; for filing copy of charter and by-laws under the provisions of
section 124 of said chapter, $10 additional; for filing certificate of increase or
reduction of stock of a foreign corporation, $10.
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For filing certificate of organization of a cooperative marketing association,
$10; for filing an amendment thereto, $2.50.

See 3rd  of § 1, re fees paid over to treasurer of state.

Sec. 7. Fees payable by public officers to secretary of state. R. S. c. 126,
§ 12. 1931, c. 216, Art, VII, § 7. A fee of $5 shall be paid to the secretary of
state by any person appointed to the office of justice of the peace, trial justice,
notary public, inspector of fish, commissioner to take depositions and disclosures,
disclosure commissioner, commissioner appointed urider section 24 of chapter
154, and by any woman appointed to administer oaths and take acknowledge-
ments of deeds, before he or she enters upon the discharge of his or her official
duties.

CHAPTER 19.

MOTOR VEHICLES.

Section 1 Definitions.

Sections 2- 7 Registration of Vehicles. Licensing of Operators. Sus-
pension of Licenses. Fees.

Sections & 12 Rules and Regulations.

Sections 13~ 37 Registration—Fees; Conditions; Transfers; Temporary

' Plates; Manufacture of Plates; Equipment of Motor

Vehicles; Inspection.

Sections 38 47 Taxation of Motor Vehicles.

Sections 48~ 53 Operators’ Licenses.

Sections 54— 58 Non-resident Privileges and Restrictions.

Sections 59— 63 Service of Process on Non-residents Involved in Auto-
mobile Accidents.

Sections 64— 71 Financial Responsibility Law.

Sections 72-118 Law of the Road.

Sections 119-137 Enforcement and General Provisions.

Definitions

Sec. 1. Terms defined. R. S. c. 29, § 1. 1935, c. 175, § I. 193%7, c. 52.
1939, ¢. 37; c. 238, § 1. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise
indicates, the word “way” includes all kinds of public ways; the word “team”
and the word “vehicle” shall each include all kinds of conveyances on such ways
for persons and for property, except those propelled or drawn by human power,
or used exclusively on tracks; the word “trailer” shall mean any vehicle without
motive power, designed for carrying persons or property and for being drawn
by a motor vehicle, not operated on tracks, and so constructed that no part of
its weight rests upon the towing vehicle; the word “semi-trailer” shall mean .
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