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MEDICAL EXAMINERS AND THEIR DUTIES. 

CHAPTER 151. 

Medical Examiners and Their Duties. 
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Sec. I. Appointment of medical examiners; their number and duties. R. S. 
c. I4I, § I. I9I7, c. 252, § I. The governor, with the advice and consent of the 
council, shall appoint for a term of four years, medical examiners for each 
county in the state, who shall be able and discreet men, learned in the science of 
medicine and anatomy, and bona fide residents of the county for which they are 
appointed. The number of medical examiners so to be appointed shall be as 
follows: for the counties of Knox, Lincoln, Sagadahoc and VValdo, one each; 
for the counties of Androscoggin, Franklin, Hancock, Oxford, Piscataquis, 
Somerset and VVashington, two each; for the counties of Aroostook, Kennebec, 
and Penobscot, three each; for the county of York, four, and for the county of 
Cumberland, five; and they shall be appointed with reference to territorial dis­
tribution. In addition to the number of medical examiners in the several 
counties, as above provided for, the governor may, however, \vith the advice 
and consent of the council, appoint as many more medical examiners in the 
several counties as he deems necessary and proper. They shall be liable to re­
moval from office by the governor and council at any time, for cause. Each 
medical examiner before entering upon the duties of his office, shall be duly 
sworn to the faithful performance of his duty. They shall make examinations 
as hereinafter proVided upon the view of the dead bodies of such persons only 
as are supposed to have come to their death by violence or unlawful act of some 
person or persons, the committing of which act is punishable in accordance 
with sections one, two and three of chapter one hundred twenty-nine. 

Sec. 2. Notice of :finding of the body of a person supposed to have come to 
his death by violence. R. S. c. I4I, § 2. I9I7, c. 252, § 2. "Whoever finds a 
body of any person who may be supposed to have come to his death by violence 
or unlawful act, of some person or persons, the committing of which act is 
punishable in accordance with sections one, two and three of chapter one hun­
dred twenty-nine, shall immediately notify one of the municipal officers, a police 
officer, or constable, if "in a city, a member of the board of selectmen, or a con­
stable, if in a town, a member of the board of assessors, if in a plantation, 
and if in an unorganized place, the most readily accessible of such officials 
in any city, town, or plantation within the county; the official so notified shall 
at once take charge of such body and retain custody thereof without removal 
until the arrival of a medical examiner, the county attorney or the attorney­
general. The persons so finding such body, or the official taking charge thereof 
shall then immediately notify the most readily accessible medical examiner in 
the county wherein the body is found and the county attorney thereof, who 
shall at once notify the attorney-general. 

Sec. 3. Proceedings by medical examiner upon receiving such notice. R. S. 
c. I4I, § 3. I9I 7, c. 252, § 3. Upon notice that there has been found or is lying 
within his county the body of a person who is supposed to have come to his 
death by violence or unlawful act, of some person or persons, the committing 
of which act is punishable in accordance with sections one, two and three of 
chapter one hundred twenty-nine, the medical examll}er shall forthwith repair 
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to the place where such body lies and take charge of the same and before said 
body is removed he shall reduce or cause to be reduced to writing a description 
of the location and position of the body and any and all facts that may be 
deemed important in determining the cause of death. He shall then make an 
autopsy in the presence of a physician and one other discreet person sufficient 
in his judgment to disclose such facts as may be attainable thereby which may 
be of assistance in determining the cause of death. He may compel the assis­
tance of such physician and person, by subpoena, if necessary, and he shall then 
and there at the time of such autopsy reduce or cause to be reduced to writing 
every fact and circumstance disclosed by such autopsy tending to show the 
manner and cause of death, which record shall be signed by himself and the 
witnesses who have attended, who shall in addition to their names subscribe 
their address and place of business. In case at the time of finding of such body 
there be no medical examiner within the county by reason of vacancy in the 
office, incapacity or absence from the county, any medical examiner in an ad­
joining county may be notified whose duty it shall be to attend and perform all 
duties prescribed by this chapter as though he were a medical examiner within 
the county. 

II9 Me. 97. 
Sec. 4. Notice to attorney-general; return of death to town clerk. R. S. c. 

141, § 4. If upon such 'view with personal inquiry or a~ltopsy as is required by 
the preceding section, the medical examiner is of the opinion that the death 
of the person was caused by violence, criminal or otherwise, he shall at once 
so notify the county attorney and the attorney-general, and file with each a 
duly attested copy of the record of the case. He shall also make a return of 
the death of such person to the city or town clerk as required by law, which 
shall be supplemented with a personal description of the deceased for identifica­
tion. 

Sec. 5. Autopsy may be ordered by attorney-general; inquest may be held; 
proceedings. R. S. c. 141, § 5. The county attorney or attorney-general may 
require the medical examiner to perform an autopsy if in their jUdgment the 
same is advisable, in cases where the medical examiner has not deemed it neces­
sary to do so, and on receiving from a medical examiner the report of an autopsy 
made by him in pursuance of the provisions of this chapter, and finding some 
person or persons probably implicated, may, when deemed necessary, authorize 
the medical examiner to take a.n inquest upon the view of the dead body of the 
person whose death is supposed to have been occasioned 'unlawfully; such medi­
cal examiner shall thereupon summon to appear before him such witnesses as 
the cotUlty attorney or attorney-general may direct, who shall be examined 
under oath by said county attorney or attorney-general. All such testimony 
shall be reduced to writing by the medical examiner or under his direction and 
shall be signed by the witness and sworn to. The medical examiner shall preside 
at such inquest and shall report in writing his conclusions, when and where and 
by what means the person came to his death, to the county attorney or attorney­
general, and if it appears to him that it was a case of homicide, he shall so 
state and may state the mime of the person, who iil his judgment there is prob­
able cause to believe contributed to such death, if known to him. The county 
attorney and the attorney-general shall then proceed to execute the laws of 
the state governing the offices which they hold and may direct the holding of 
witnesses as they shall deem necessary. 

Sec. 6. Inquest when county attorney or attorney-general disagree with 
medical examiner. R. S. ~. 141, § 6. If a medical examiner reports that a death 
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was not caused by violence or unlawful act and the county attorney or attorney­
general is of a contrary opinion, nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
prevent either of these officers directing an inquest in accordance with this 
chapter. 

Sec. 7. Expert aid may be called; compensation therefor. R. S. c. 141, § 7. 
The medical e.,'\:aminer with the advice and consent of the county attorney or 
attorney-general, may if he deems necessary call a chemist or other expert to 
aiel in the examination of the body or of substance snpposed to have caused 
or contributed to the death of such person and such chemist or other expert 
shall be entitled to such compensation for his services as the medical examiner 
and the county attorney shall certify to be just and reasonable. Any person 
employed to reduce to writing the results of any of the proceedings provided 
for in this chapter shall be sworn and shall be allowed reasonable compensation. 

Sec. 8. Disposal of dead body after autopsy; if body is unidentified; ex­
pense of burial. R. S. C. 141, § 8. The medical examiner upon the completion 
of his e.,'\:amination, autopsy, or inquest shall deliver the dead body upon their 
claim therefor, to one or n~ore of the persons hereinafter named, and they shall 
be entitled thereto as follows: first, the husband or wife, as the case may be; 
second, the next of kin; third, any friend of the deceased. But if the dead body 
is unidentified or is unclaimed for a period of not less than forty-eight hours 
following the view thereof, the medical examiners shall deliver the body to the 
overseers' of the poor in the town or if in a plantation or unorganized place to the 
county commissioners who shall decently bury the same, or shall deliver it to 
the board of distribution as provided in section three of chapter twenty-one. 
The expense of .burial shall be borne by the municipality liable for the support 
of the deceased, if any within the state, and if not by the state. 

Sec. 9. Personal effects, how disposed of.' R. S. c. 141, § 9. In all cases 
arising under the provisions of this chapter the medical examiner shall take 
charge of any money or any other personal effects of the deceased found upon 
or near the body and subject to the right of the state to use the same as evidence, 
shall deliver them to the person or persons entitled thereto, or if there is any 
doubt regarding to whom they shall be delivered, this fact shall be made known 
to the judge of probate for the county, whose directions in the case shall be 

. followed. 

Sec. 10. Compensation of medical examiner. R. S. c. 141, § 10. Every 
medical examiner shall render an account of the expenses of each case, including 
his fees, to the county attorney, who shall audit and approve the same before 
it is submitted to the county commissioners for their approval, and the fees 
allowed the medical examiner shall not exceed the following, viz.: for a view and 
inquiry without an autopsy, ten dollars; for a view and autopsy, twenty-five dol­
lars; for an inquest, ten dollars per day for the time actually spent in holding 
such inquest, and for all necessary travel at the rate of six cents per mile. 
"Vlitnesses summoned to testify at such inquest shall be allowed the same fees 
as witnesses in the superior court. The physician and other person required 
to be present at an autopsy as provided in section three hereof" shall be allowed 
a reasonable compensation to be audited by the medical examiner and county 
attorney. . 

Sec. II. Preparation and distribution of record boolrs and blanks. R. S. c. 
141, § II. The attorney-general and secretary of state shall prepare for the use 
of medical examiners, forms of record books, blank returns, and other papers 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter; they shall be printed at 
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the expense of the state and distributed to the several medical examiners who 
shall take care of the same, each entering thereon all the work and reports of his 
office, keeping the books open for the inspection of the county attorney and at­
torney-general; whenever a medical examiner resigns or ceases to hold office, 
all books and papers pertaining to the office shall be delivered to his successor. 

Sections I - 3 
Sections 4-55 
Sections 56--72 
Sections 73-87 
Section 88 

CHAPTER 152. 

The State Prison. Reformatories. 

The State Prison. 
Board of Prison Commissioners. 
Reformatory for Women. 
Reformatory for Men. 
Transportation of Inmates. 

The State Prison. 

Sec. 1. Location. R. S. C. I42, § 1. The state prison at Thomaston, in the 
county of Knox, shall continue to be maintaiiled as the prison and penitentiary 
of the state, in which convicts, lawfully committed thereto, shall be confined, 
employed, and governed as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 2. Forms of imprisonment. R. S. C. I42, § 2. Punishment in the state 
prison by imprisonment shall be by confinement to hard labor, and not by soli­
tary imprisonment, except as a prison discipline for the government of the con­
victs, as hereinafter mentioned. 

See §§ 16,46; 71 lvIe. 241; 74 :Me. 16I. 
Sec. 3. Convicts of United States courts shall be received. R. S. c. I42, § 3. 

Convicts, sentenced to hard labor in the state prison, for life or for any term 
not less than one year, by any court of the United States held within the state, 
shall be received into the prison by the warden thereof, when delivered by the 
authority of the United States, and there kept in pursuance of their sentences. 

Board of Prison Commissioners. 

Sec. 4. Board of prison commissioners; tenure of office; vacancies; secre­
tary. I9I7, c. I95, § 1. The board of prison commissioners as heretofore es­
tablished shall consist of three members appointed by the governor, with the 
advice and consent of the council, from time to time upon the expiration of 
the terms of the several members, for terms of six years. \iVhenever a vacancy 
occurs by reason of death, incapacity, or resignation, appointment shall be 
made as above described for the unexpired portion of such tenn. One of 
the members of said board shall be designated in his commission as chair­
man. The commission may appoint a secretary. The word "commission" as 
used in sections four to fifty-five inclusive of this chapter shall mean the board 
of prison commissioners. 

See c. 125, § 36. 
Sec. 5. Duties of comlnission. I9I7, c. I95, § 2. The commission shall have 

the general direction and control of the state prison, exclusive of any other 
board created by statute. It shall make and establish such rules and regulations, 
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