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Sec. 1. Trustees, appointment and tenure. R. S. c. I 44, § 1. I9II, c. 
I97, §§ 2, 3. 1913, c. 9; c. II. The government of the Augusta state hos
pital, established at Augusta, in the county of Kennebec, and of the Bangor 
state hospital, established at Bangor, in the county of Penobscot, and of 
the Maine school for feeble-minded, established at Pownal, in the county 
of Cumberland, is vested in a board of trustees consisting. of six men and 
one woman, inhabitants of the state, who shall be appointed by the gov
ernor, with the' advice and consent of the council, fOF terms of four years. 
The board shall be known as "Hospital Trustees." Any vacancy occur
ring during a term shall be filled in like manner for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. Any trustee may be removed at any time by the governor 
and council for cause. 

Sec. 2. Authority and duty of ttustees. R. S. c. 144, § 2. They shall 
have the general 'care and management of the institutions; see that they 
are conducted according to law, and the by-laws for their internal govern
ment and economy, which said trustees are hereby authorized to establish, 
not inconsistent with law; hold in trust for t~e state any land, money or 
other property, granted,. bequeathed or given to the institutions, or. either 
of them, and apply the same for the support, comfort or improvement of 
the insane, and the general use of the institution designated, and have power 
to bririgactions, in the name of the treasurer, for all· dues to either of the 
institutions, and to defend all suits brought against them. 

See c. 147, § 1. 

The Insane Hospitals. 

Sec. 3. Appointment of superintendent, steward and treasurer. R. S. 
c. 144, § 3. The trustees shall appoint a superintendent, and a steward 
and treasurer, for each hospital, subject to the approval, and to hold office 
during the pleasure, of the governor and. council; . and all other . officers 
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necessary for the efficient and economical management of the business of 
the institutions; and all appointments shall be made· according to the by
laws. 

Sec. 4. Examinations by the trustees, and records thereof; examination 
and discharge of patients; accounts shall be audited. R. S. c. I44, § 4. 
I909, c. 50. There shall be· a thorough examination of each hospital 
monthly by two of the trustees; quarterly by three; and annually by a 
majority of the full board; and at any other time when they deem it neces
sary, or the superintendent requests it. At each visit a written account 
of the state of the institution visited shall be drawn up by the visitors, 
recorded and presented at the annual meeting of the trustees; at which 
meeting they, with the superintendent, shall make a particular examina
tion into the condition of each patient, including patients committed while 
under sentence in the state prison or either of the county jails; at any 
meeting a majority of the trustees may discharge anyone so far restored 
that his comfort and safety, and that of the public, no longer require his 
confinement; and they may transfer to the care and custody of his rela
tives and friends applying therefor, on conditions to be fixed by the super
intendent and trustees, any such patient not held under sentence whom they 
are satisfied will be properly cared for by the person making such appli
cation. Their accounts shall be audited by the state auditor, and the gov
ernor and council shall draw warrants on the treasurer of state for the 
amount due them, and for all money appropriated by the legislature for 
the insane hospitals. 

Sec. 5. Transfer of patients by trustees; expense of transfer, how paid. 
R. S. c. I44, § 5. I907, c. IOO, § 1. I9I5, c. I97, § 1. The trustees may 
transfer any patients from one hospital to the other, whenever, in their judg
ment the welfare of the patients or of either institution will be promoted 
thereby. A copy of the certificate of commitment certified by the superin
tendent of the hospital in which said patient has been confined, with a cer
tificate signed by the secretary of the trustees, showing that such transfer 
has been voted by the trustees, shall authorize the superintendent of the hos
pital to which such patient is transferred to receive and detain him in custody 
in the same manner as if he had originally been committed to such institu
tioI1. The expense attending such transfer shall be paid out of the funds of 
the hospital transferring such patient and shall be a charge upon the person 
liable for the board of such patient, and if the board of such patient is paid 
by the state the expense of such transfer shall be paid by the state. 

Sec. 6. Trustees may transfer patients to school for feeble-minded, or 
insane patients from said school to either insane hospital. I9I5, c. I97, § 2. 
The trustees may transfer feeble-minded persons, who are now or may be 
hereafter in said insane hospitals, to the Maine school for feeble-minded, 
and may transfer any inmate of the Maine school for feeble-minded to 
either insane hospital, whenever in their judgment, the welfare of the 
patients and inmates or of either institution will be promoted thereby. A 
copy of the certificate of commitment certified by the superintendent of the 
hospital or said school in which said patient or inmate has been confined, 
with a certificate signed by the secretary of the trustees, showing that such 
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transfer has been voted by the trustees, shall authorize the superintendent 
of the hospital or said sc1~ool to which such patient or inmate is trans
ferred ·to receive and detain him in custody in the same manner as if he 
had originally been committed to such institution. The expense attending 
such transfer shall be paid out of the funds of the institution transferring 
such patient or inmate and shall be a charge upon the person liable for 
the board of such patient or inmate, and if such board is paid by the state, 
the expense of such transfer shall be paid by the state. 

Sec. 7. Annual meetings and reports to the governor and council. R. S . 
. c. 144, § 7. The trustees shall hold an annual meeting on the third Thurs

day of December, at which a full and detailed report shall be made, con
taining a particular statement of the condition, concerns and wants of the 
hospitals; and this report, and the reports of the superintendents and stew
ards, shall be made up to the first day of December, and be laid before the 
governor and council at that time. 

Duties of Superintendents and Stewards. 

Sec. 8. Duties and powers of the superintendent; his annual report. R. 
S. c. 144, § 8. The superintendent of each hospital shall be a physician; 
reside constantly at the hospital; have general superintendence of the hos
pital and grounds; receive all patients legally sent to the hospital, unless 
the number exceeds its accommodations, and have charge of them, and 
direction of all persons therein, subject to the regulations of the board of 
trustees; and report to the trustees at the annual meeting the condition. 
and prospects of the institution under his charge, with such remarks and 
suggestions relative to its management and the general subject of insanity,. 
as he thinks will promote the cause of science and humanity. 

Note. Staff of insane hospitals may conduct autopsies upon unclaimed bodies, 
c. 18, § 3. 

Sec. 9. Apportionment of patients. R. S. c. 144, § 9. The superintend
ents shall apportion the number of patients who can be accommodated in 
the hospitals among the towns, according to thejr population by the last 
census; and when applications for admission exceed or are liable to exceed 
that number of patients, they shall· give preference to· those from towns 
that have not their full proportion of patients in the hospital, and may reject 
others. . . 

Sec. 10. Ru1es shall be kept posted. ."R. S. c. 144, § II. The superin
tendent of each hospital shall keep posted, in conspicuous places about the 
hospital under his charge, printed cards containing the rules prescribed for 
the government of the attendants in charge of. the patients. 

Sec. II. III treatment of patients by attendants punished. R. S. c. 144, 
§ 12. When it appears that any such attendant treats a patient with injus
tice or inhumanity, he shall immediately be discharged .. When the super
intendent is satisfied· that any attendant abuses or ill treats an inmate of 
the hospital, he shall discharge him at once,· and make complaint of such 
abuse· or ill treatment ·before the proper court; and ·such attendant, on 
conviction, shall be fined not less than one hundred,· nor more than five 
hundred dollars, or imprisoned not ·more than ninety days.· 
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Sec. I2. Appointment of treasurer; his bond. IgOS, c. I30. The trus
tees may, subject to the approval of the governor and council, appoint a 
treasurer for either of the insane hospitals, other than the steward of either 
hospital, and may fL"'i: the salary of said treasurer. The treasur~r shall give 
bond to the state in an amount and with sureties or with a surety company 
authorized to do business in the state, as surety, satisfactory to the gov
ernor and council, conditioned for the safe-keeping and proper disburse
ment of the funds of the institution at which he is located; perform such 
other duties as the trustees direct; and annually make a detailed report to 
them of his receipts and expenditures and of the financial affairs of the 
institution. 

See c. II7, § 55. 

Sec. I3. Duties of the steward and treasurer. R. S. c. I44, § I3. When
ever a treasurer is not appointed under the preceding section, the steward 
of each hospital shall be treasurer; give bond to the state, in an amount 
and with sureties, or with a surety company authorized to do business in 
the state, as surety, satisfactory to the governor and council, conditioned 
for the safe-keeping and proper disbursement of the funds of the institu
tion at which he is located; under the advice and· direction of the superin
tendent and of the trustees, make all necessary purchases of supplies and 
provisions; hire attendants and other laborers; see to the proper cultiva
tion of the farm and grounds; have a careful oversight of the patients 
when employed thereon; perform such other duties as the trustees direct; 
and annually make a detailed report to them of his receipts and expendi
tures, and of the financial affairs of the institution. 

See c. II7, § 55. 

Sec. I4. Accounts of the steward and treasurer audited and settled ; 
governor and council shall inquire into the financial affairs of the hos
pitals. R. S. c. I 44, § 6. The state auditor shall monthly examine the 
books and vouchers of the steward and treasurer of each hospital, audit 
his accourits and submit the same immediately thereafter to the governor 
and council for their approval, before such accounts shall be settled; and 
the governor and council shall, from time to time, inquire into the condition 
and management of the financial affairs of the institutions, and make such 
changes as they deem judicious, in the mode and. amount of expenditures 
and the general administration of their financial affairs. 

Sec. IS. Salaries fixed by trustees. R. S. c. I 44, § I4. Igog, C. I72. 
The compensation of all officers and employees of both hospitals, whose 
salaries are not established by law, shall· be fixed by the trustees, subject 
to the approval of the governor and council. 

Commitment of the Insane. 

Sec. I6. Duties of parents and guardians of insane minors. R. S. c~ I44, 
§ IS·. Parents and guardians of insane minors, if of sufficient ability to 
support them there, shall, within thirty days after an attack of insanity, 
without legal examination, send them to one of said hospitals and give to 
the treasurer thereof the bond required; or they may send them to some 
other hospital for the insane, within said period. 

107 Me. 340. 



THE INSANE HOSPITALS. 1621 
CHAP. 145 

Sec. 17. Municipal officers may commit to the hospitals. R. S. c. 144, 
§ 16. Insane persons, not thus sent to any hospital, shall be subject to 
examination as hereinafter provided. The municipal officers of towns shall 
constitute a board of examiners, and on complaint in writing of any blood
relative, husband or wife of said alleged insane person, or of any justice 
of the peace, they shall immediately inquire into the condition of any per
son in said town alleged to be insane; shall appoint a time and place for 
a hearing by them of the allegations of said complaint, and shall cause 
to be given in hand to the person so alleged to be insane, at least twenty
four hours prior to the time of said hearing, a true copy of said complaint, 
together with a notice of the time and place of said hearing and that he 
has the right and will be given opportunity then and there to be heard in 
the matter; shall call before them all testimony necessary for a full under
standing of the case; and if they think such person insane, and that his 
comfort and safety, or that of others interested, will thereby be promoted, 
they shall forthwith send him to one of the insane hospitals, with a cer
tificate stating the fact of his insanity, and the town in which he resided 
or was found at the time of examination, and directing the superintendent 
to receive and detain him until he is restored or discharged by law, or by 
the superintendent or trustees. They shall keep a record of their doings, 
and furnish a copy to any interested person requesting and paying for it. 

35 Me. 404; 40 Me. 264; 48 Me. 356; 63 Me. 500, 566; 65 :Me. 521; 70 Me. 
W; 78 Me. 378; go Me. 218; 96 Me. 371; IOI Me. 260; I07 Me. 340. 

Sec. 18. Evidence of two physicians required. R. S. c. 144, § 17. In 
all cases of preliminary proceedings for the commitment of any person to 
the hospital, to establish the fact of the insanity of the person to whom 
insanity is imputed, the' evidence of at least two reputable physicians given 
by them under oath before the board of examiners shall be required, to
gether with a certificate signed by such physicians and filed with said 
board, that in their opinion such person is insane, such evidence and cer
tificate to be based upon due inquiry and personal examination of the 
person to whom insanity is imputed; and a certified copy of the physicians' 
certificate shall accompany the papers of commitment of the insane person 
to the hospital. 

72 Me. 216; 75 Me. 166; go Me. 219; 96 Me. 371; IOI Me. 260; I07 Me. 340. 

Sec. 19. Commitment of women regulated. I9II, c. 167. When a 
woman is cOlmnitted to either of the insane hospitals, the officers commit
ting her shall, unless she is to be accompanied by a father, husband, brother 
or son, designate a woman to be an attendant or one of the attelidants to 
accompany her thereto . 

. Sec. 20. Support of persons committed charged to state. R. S. c. 144, 
§ 18. 1905, C. 31. 1907, C. 100, § 3. The officers ordering the commitment 
of a person unable to pay for his support, or becoming unable to pay for 
his support after commitment, or their successors, or any officer with like 
power to commit, shall in writing certify that fact to the trustees and that 
he has no relatives liable and of sufficient ability to pay for his support, 
and such certificate shall be sufficient evidence in the first instance to charge 
the town where the insane resided or ,vas found at the time of his arrest 
for the expenses of his examination and commitment, and to charge the 
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state for the expenses of his support in the hospital, and the treasurer of 
the hospital shall charge to the state the reasonable expense of his support 
which shall be paid from the state treasury upon itemized bills therefor 
audited by the state auditor and approved by the governor and council. 

Sec. 2I. Trustees may recover money improperly paid by state for sup
port of insane. I909, c. 92. The trustees may, in their discretion, investi
gate, or cause to be investigated, the allegations contained in any certificate 
provided for in the preceding section and if such investigation discloses 
the fact that any person was, or may be, lawfully liable for the support of 
the insane person mentioned in any such certificate, the trustees shall col
lect, by action in the name of the state, if necessary, all sums which have 
been paid by the state to the hospital for board of such insane person from 
the person lawfully liable as aforesaid to pay for the support of such insane 
person, and thereafter the state shall not be required to pay to said hos
pital the Stun mentioned in said section so long as the liability of any per
son to support such insane person may lawfully exist. All moneys col
lected under the provisions of this section shall be forthwith turned over 
to the treasurer of state, who shall receipt for the same; and the expenses 
of the collection of said moneys shall be charged against and paid out of
any sums so collected and turned over; all bills for such expenses shall be _ 
audited by the state auditor a,nd paid out of the state treasury upon the 
certificate of the state auditor. 

Sec. 22. Jurisdiction of justices of peace to commit. R. S. c. I44, § I9. 
If the municipal officers neglect or refuse, for three days after complaint 
is made to them to examine and decide any case of insanity in their town, 
complaint may be made by any blood-relative, husband or wife of said 
alleged insane person, or by any justice of the pea~e, to two justices of the 
peace; and the two justices to whom such application is made shall imme
diately inquire into the condition of such alleged insane person and shall 
proceed in the manner provided in section seventeen. 

See § 27; 35 Me. 502; 63 Me. 567. 

Sec. 23. Justices shall keep record; fees. R. S. c. I44, § 20. Such jus
tices shall keep a record of their doings and furnish a copy thereof to any 
person interested requesting and paying for it; they shall be entitled to the 
same fees as for a criminal examination, to be paid by the person or corpo
ration liable in the first instance for the support of the insane person in 
the hospital. 

Sec. 24. Execution of order for commitment. R. S. c. I44, § 21. "\iVhen 
such justices order a commitment to a hospital, the municipal officers of 
the tmvn where the insane resides, or such other person as the justices direct, 
shall cause such order to be complied with forthwith at the expense of the 
town; and after such commitment is made, the justices shall decide and 
certify the expenses thereof. 

Sec. 25. Jurisdiction of judges of probate. I907, c. 50, § 1. The judges_ 
of probate in the several counties shall likewise have jurisdiction to ex
amine insane persons not included in section sixteen, and upon complaint 
in writing of any blood-relative, husband or wife, of said alleged insane 
person, or of any justice of the peace, accompanied by the- certificate of 
some reputable physician stating that in his opinion such person is insane, 
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may immediately appoint a time and place for hearing, within the town or 
city in which said person resides or is found; and shall cause to be given 
in -hand to the person so alleged to be insane, at least twenty-four hours 
prior to the time appointed for said hearing, a copy of said complaint 
attested by the register of probate of the county in which said hearing is 
to be held, together with a notice of the time and place of said hearing, 
and that he has a right and will be given opportunity there and then to 
be heard in the matter, and a like copy of said complaint and of said notice 
of hearing shall be served upon the clerk of the town in which said person 
resides or is found. Nothing herein contained shall require a judge of 
probate to appoint a hearing for the purpose of this section in any town 
other than the shire town of the county or the town in which said person 
resides. 

Sec. 26. Proceedings at hearing. I90,/" c. 50, §§ I, 2. The judge of 
probate before whom the hearing is held, shall have authority to summon 
such witnesses as shall be necessary for the full understanding of the case; 
and if he shall decide that such person is insane, and that his comfort and 
safety, or that of ·others interested will thereby be promoted, he shall forth
with send him to one of the insane hospitals, with a certificate stating the 
fact of his insanity and the town in which he resided or was found at the 
time of the examination, and directing the superintendent to -receive and 
detain him until he is restored or discharged by law or by the superintend
ent or trustees. The register shall keep a record of the doings in each 
case and furnish a copy to any interested person requesting and paying 
for it. Excepting sections sixteen and seventeen, all other sections of this 
chapter, relating to the commitment, expense of supporting and discharge 
of the insane, shall also apply to commitments under this section. 

Sec. 27. Jurisdiction first taken. I907, c. 50, § 3. The municipal offi
cers or the judge -of probate first taking jurisdiction of a complaint referred 
to in sections seventeen and twenty-five hereof, shall have exclusive juris
diction in the matter until such complaint i·s finally disposed of. In· case 
of refusal to commit by one of said tribunals after notice and hearing, no 
complaint shall be made to the other tribunal with reference to the same 
person within thirty days after such decision is recorded; and only after 
application to each of said tribunals and neglect or refusal for three days 
on the part of each to act, shall proceedings under section twenty-two· of 
this chapter be taken. 

Note. Commitment of persons suffering from use of drugs, c. 19, §§ 122-124. 

Expenses of Commitment and Support. 

Sec. 28. Liability of town where insane person resided, or was found .. 
R. S. c. I44, § 22. I907, C. IOO, § 4. The certifica.te of commitment to the 
hospital after a legal examination, is sufficient evidence, in the first instance, 
to charge the town where the insane resided, or was found at the time of 
his arrest, for the expenses of his examination and commitment to the hos
pital; and when his friends or others file a bond with the treasurer of the 
hospital in which he is confined the state shall not be liable for his support, 
unless new action is had by reason of the inability of the patient or his 
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friends langer to. suppart him; and such actian may be had in the same 
manner, and· befare the same tribunal, as if he had never been admitted to. 
the haspitaL 

46 Me.· 560; 48 Me. 356; 70 IVIe. 443; 72 Me. 216; 90 :Me. 219. 

Sec. 29. Remedy of towns; bills chargeable to the state shall be med 
with governor and council. R. S. c. I44, § 24. I905, c. IO. I907, c. IOO, 
§ 6; c. I05. Any tawn thus made chargeable far the expenses af examina
tian and cammitment in the first instance, and paying far the examinatian 
af the insane and his cammitment to. a haspital, may recaver the amaunt 
p·aid, fram the insane, if able, ar from persans legally liable far his sup
port, ar from the tawn where his legal settlement is, as if incurred far the . 
e.xpense af a pauper, but if he has no. legal settlement in the state, such 
expenses shall be refunded by the state, and the state auditar shall audit 
all such claims and the gavernar and cauncil shall draw their warrant an 
the treasurer therefar. All bills far expenses so. incurred and chargeable 
to. the state, shall be filed with the gavernar and cauncil within three 
manths after the same are cantracted, and no. such bills shall be allawed 
unless they are filed with the gavernar and cauncil within sixty days after 
the thirty-first day af December af the year in which they are incurred. 
No. insane persan shall suffer any af the disabilities af pauperism nar be 
deemed a pauper, by reasan af such suppart. But the time during which 
the insane persan is so. supparted shall nat be included in the periad af 
residence necessary to. change his settlement. 

- See c. 29, § 18; 53 Me. 129, 445; 63 :Me. 501; 69 Me. 69; 70 :Me. 443; 71 
Me. 537; 72 :Me. 216, 493; 90 Me. 219; 96 Me. 371; lOI Me. 263; 103 Me. SOl. 

Sec. 30. Recovery by state. I907, c. IOO, § I2. The state may recaver 
fram the insane, if able, ar fram persans legally liable far his suppart, the 
reasanable expenses af his suppart in either insane haspital. 

Discharge of Patients. 

Sec. 3I. Removal of patient. R. S. c. I44, § 27. I907, c. IOO, § 9. 
'iVhen the averseers af the paar af a tawn, liable far the expenses af exam
inatian af a patient and his cammitment to. ei'ther haspital, are natified by 
mail by the superintendent, that he has recavered fram his insanity, they 
shall cause him to. be remaved to. their tawn; and if they neglect it far 
fifteen days, the superintendent shall cause it to. be dane at the expense 
af such tawn. 

Sec. 32. Patients discharged under section four, how to be removed; 
liability of town for costs of removal. R. S. c. 144, § 28. When a patient 
is discharged from either haspital by the trustees, under sectian four, they 
shall cause the selectmen af the tawn, ar the mayar af the city, fram which 

, such patient was received, to. be immediately natified by mail, and an re
ceipt af such natice said tawn ar city shall cause such patient to. be farth
with remaved thereto.; and if they neglect such remaval far thirty days 
thereafter, such patient may be remaved to. said tawn ar city by the trus
tees, ar their arder; and the superintendent may maintain an actian in his 
awn name, against such city ar tawn, far the recavery af all expenses neces
sarily incurred in the remaval af such patient. 
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Sec. 33. Application of § 32, limited. R. S. c. I44, § 29. The preceding 
section does not apply to towns having less than two hundred inhabitants, 
but all insane persons found, and having their residence in such towns, who 
ha ve no settlement within any town in the state, and have no means of their 
own for support, or are without relatives able and liable to support them, 
shall be supported in the hospital at the expense of the state. 

Sec. 34. Superintendent may permit inmate to temporarily leave insti
tution. I909, c. 2I7. The· superintendent of either hospital may permit 
any inmate thereof to leave such institution, temporarily, in charge of his 
guardian, relatives, friends, or' by himself for a period not exceeding six 
months, and may receive him when returned by any such guardian, rela
tives, friends, or upon his own application within such period, without any 
further order of commitment, and the liability of the state, or of any per
son by bond given for the care, support and treatment of suth insane person 
as originally committed, shall remain in full force and unimpaired upon 
the return of such person as. if he had remained continuously in such 
hospital. 

Visitation by a Committee of the Council. 

Sec. 35. Committee of visitors; their powers and duties. R. S. c. I44, 
§ 30. A committee of the council consisting of two, with whom shall be 
associated one woman, shall be appointed by the governor annually, who 
shall visit both hospitals at their discretion, to ascertain if the inmates 
thereof are humanely treated, and they shall promptly report every instance 
of abuse or ill treatment, to the trustees and superintendent of the hospital, 
who shall take notice thereof, and cause the offender to be punished as 
required by section eleven. 

Sec. 36. Wilful injury to patients, by officers of the hospital, punish
ment. R. S. c. I44, § 3I. If wilful injury is inflicted by an officer, attend
ant or employee of either hospital upon the person of any patient and 
knowledge thereof comes to said committee of visitors, they shall report 
the fact immediately to said trustees and to the superintendent of the hos
pital where such injury was committed, and if the superintendent fails 
forthwith to complain thereof as required by section eleven, one of said 
visitors shall enter a complaint before the proper court. In trials for .such 
offenses, the statement of any patient cognizant thereof, shall be taken and 
considered for what it is worth; and no one connected with the hospital 
shall sit upon the jury trying the case. 

Sec. 37. Inquest held on sudden death. R. S. c. I44, § 32. In case of 
the sudden death of a patient in either hospital under circumstances of 
reasonable suspicion, an examination and inquest shall be held as in other 
cases, and the superintendent or committee of visitors shall cause a medical 
examiner to be immediately notified for that purpose. 

Sec. 38. Patients may be discharged, when unnecessarily detained; this 
section does not. apply to commitments by order of court. R. S. c. I44, § 33. 
If the committee of visitors becomes satisfied that an inmate of either 
hospital has been unnecessarily and wrongfully committed, or is unneces-

. sarily detained and held as a patient therein, they shall apply to some judge 

L~ ______________________ ~ 
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of the supreme judicial court, or to the judge of the superior. court or court 
of probate within the county where the resttaint exists for a writ of habeas 
corpus, who shall issue the same, and cause such inmate to be brought 
before him, and after notice to the party procuring his commitment and 
a hearing of all interested in the question at issue, if satisfied that such 
inmate is not a proper subject for custody and treatment in the hospital, 
he shall discharge him from the hospital and restore him to liberty. But 
this section does not apply to the case of. any person charged with, or con
victed of crime, and committed to the hospital by order of court. 

Sec. 39. Names of visiting committee shall be posted in the wards; in
mates allowed to write to committee. R. S. c. I 44, § 34. The names of 
the committee of visitors and the post-office address of each shall be kept 
posted in every ward of each hospital, and every inmate shall be allowed 
to write when aild whatever he pleases to them or either of them, unless 
otherwise ordered by· a majority of the committee in writing, which order 
shall continue in force until countermanded in writing by said committee. 
For this purpose, every patient, if not otherwise ordered as aforesaid, shall 
be furnished by the superintendent, on request, with suitable materials for 
writing, enclosing and sealing letters. The superintendent shall provide 
at the expense of the state, securely locked letter-boxes, easily accessible 
to all inmates, to be placed in each hospital, into which such letters can 
be dropped by the writer. No officer, attendant or employee of either 
hospital shall have the means of reaching the contents of these boxes, but 
the letters in them shall be collected weekly by some member of the com
mittee, or by such person as the committee authorize for the purpose, who 
shall prepay such only as are addressed to some one of the committee, and 
deposit them in the post-office without delay. 

Sec. 40. Letters to be delivered to patients, unopened. R. S. c. I44, 
§ 35. The superintendent, or party having charge of any patient, shall 
deliver to him any letter or writing to him directed, without opening or 
reading the same, provided, that such letter has been fonvarded by the 
committee, or is directed to such persons as t~e committee have authorized 
to send or receive letters without the committee's inspection. 

Sec. 41. Visits of committee regulated. R. S. c. I44, § 36. Each hos
pital. shall be visited as often as once in every month by at least one mem
ber of the committee, and this visit shall be made at irregular, and not at 
stated periods; no previous notice, information, or intimation thereof shall 
be given or allowed to the superintendent, or a.ny officer, attendant or 
employee of the hospital, but so far as possible all visits shall be made 
unexpectedly to the superintendent and all others having the care of the 
hospital and its inmates; and in no case shall the committee, when making 
their visits through t~e wards, be accompanied by any officer or employee 
of the hospital, except upon the special request of some one of the com
mittee. 

Sec. 42. Committee of visitors shall report annually. R.. S. c. I44, § 37. 
The committee of visitors shall make report to the governor and council 
on the first day of December annually, and as much oftener as the welfare 
of the patients or the public good requires, setting forth their doings and 
any facts with regard to the hospitals which they deem important. The 
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accounts of the members of said committee, including a reasonable sum 
for the letter-carrier provided for in section thirty-nine, shall be audited 
by the state auditor, and the governor and council shall draw their warrant 
on the treasurer of state for the amount found. due. 

Sec. 43. Removal for neglect of duties. R. S. c. 144, § 38. Any person 
neglecting to perform the duties imposed upon him by this chapter is 
removable from office by the authority from whom he received his appoint
ment, and if removed, is forever ineligible to office or place in the hospital. 

Recommitment of Patients. 

Sec. 44. Application by superintendent for recommitment: R. S. c. 144, 
§ 39. Whenever the superintendent of either hospital is in doubt as to the 
legality of the commitment of any person, now or hereafter committed 
to the hospital of which he is superintendent, he may apply in writing to 
the judge of the municipal or police court of the city where such person 
is then detained under such commitment, stating therein the material facts 
connected therewith and annexing thereto copies' of all papers under which 
such person is so detained, with a prayer that the condition of such person 

,may be inquired into and such decree made as to his commitment as justice 
may require. 

I01 Me. 259. 

Sec. 45. Proceedings; notice; hearing, adjudication, record. R. S. c. 
144, § 40. Such judge shall thereupon appoint a time and place for a 
hearing by him of the allegations' of such application; shall cause to be 
given in hand to the person so alleged to be insane, at least twenty-four 
hours prior to the time of said hearing, a true copy of said application 
together with a notice of the time and place of said hearing and that he 
has a right and will be given opportunity then and there to be heard in 
the matter; shall call before him all testimony necessary for a full under
standing of the case; shall personally examine and interview such person 
whether he shall or shall not appear at such hearing; shall require and 
receive the evidence of at least two reputable physicians, not in the em
ploy of either hospital to be given under oath before such judge together 
with a certificate signed by such physicians and filed with such judge that 
in their opinion, such person is insane, such evidence and certificate to 
be based upon due inquiry and personal examination of the person to 
'whom insanity is imputed; and if such judge thinks such person insane 
and that his comfort and safety, or that of others interested, will thereby 
be promoted, he shall forth'with commit him to that insane hospital th~ 
superintendent of which made said application, with a certificate stating 
the fact of his insanity, and the town in which he resided or was found 
at the time of the examination referred to in the original papers of com
mitment annexed to the foregoing application, and directing the superin
tendent to receive and detain him lmtil he is restored or discharged by 
law, or by the superintendent or trustees. A certified copy of the physi
cians' certificat~ shall accompany said order of commitment made' here
under. Such judge shall keep a record of his doings and furnish a copy 
to any interested person requesting and paying for it. 

I01 Me. 259. 
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Sec. 46. Expenses paid by state. R. S. c. I44, § 4I. All the fees, costs 
and expenses incident to any such hearing shall be taxed by such judge, 
audited by the state auditor and allowed by the governor and council who 
shall include therein a reasonable compensation for such judge. Payment 
thereof shall be made from any moneys in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Note. Act accepting Kennebec Arsenal for uses of Augusta state hospital, P. L. 
1905, c. 175. 

Resolve accepting Widow's Island, in Penobscot Bay, and authorizing its use as a 
summer home for patients of the insane hospitals, 1905, c. 161; act placing island under 
control of trustees of the insane hospitals, P. L. 1905, c. 176; name changed to Chase 
Island, P. & S. L. 1907, c. 179. 

Resolve accepting gift from Hon. Frederick Robie, for benefit of inmates of the 
insane hospitals, 1911, c. 159. 

Maine School for Feeble-Minded. 

Sec. 47. Management of school; ages of inmates; rules and regulations. 
I907, c. 44, §§ I, 2, 9. I9II, c. I97. I9I5, c. 224. The Hospital Trustees 
shall have the general managem_ent and supervision of the Maine school 
for feeble-minded, establiqhed at Po-wnal, in the county of Cumberland, 
for the care and education of idiotic and feeble-minded males, between the 
ages of six years and forty years, and females, between the ages of six 
years and forty-five years, e.xcept that idiotic and feeble-minded state pau-. 
pers of either sex may be admitted after the above stated ages. The trus
tees may make all necessary rules and regulations as to admission to said 
institution and for the government and control of said institution and its 
inmates, and do everything necessary to properly care for and educate 
the feeble-minded of the state. One or more of said trustees shall visit 
said school as often as once each month, and the board of trustees shall 
annually on or before the first day of October of each year furnish a report 
to the governor and council, containing a history of the school for the 
year and a complete statement of all accounts, and of all funds, general 
and special, appropriated or belonging to said school, with a detailed state
ment of disbursements. 

See c. 147, § I. 

Sec. 48. Payment for support of inmates. I907, c. 44, § 3. All indi
gent and destitute persons in this state, who are proper subjects for said 
school, and have no parents, kinsmen or guardian able to provide for 
them, may be admitted as state charges and all other persons in this state, 
who are proper subjects for said school, when parents, kinsmen or guardian 
bound by the law to support such persons are able to pay, shall pay such 
sum for care, education and maintenance of such persons as the trustees 
shall detern1ine, and such persons from other states having no such insti
tution or similar school may be received into such school when there is 
room for them without excluding state charges, at a cost to such person 
or those' who are legally responsible for their maintenance, of not less than 
three dollars and twenty-five cents per week. 

Sec. 49. Judge of probate may commit. I907, c. 44, § 5. I909, c. I67. 
I9I5, c. I08. Whenever it is made to appear, upon application to the judge 
of probate for any county and after due notice and hearing, that any person 
resident in said county, or any inmate of the state school for girls, the state 
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school for boys, the Bath military and naval orphan asylum, or any person 
supported by any town, is a fit subject for the Maine school for feeble
minded, such judge may commit such person to said school by an order 
of commitment directed to the hospital trustees accompanied by a certi
ficate of two physicians who are graduates of some legally organized medi
cal college and have practiced three years in this state, that such a person 
is a proper subject for said institution; provided no such order of com
mitment shall issue until an application for admission of such person has 
first been made to the hospital trustees, which shall be placed on file at 
the institution and evidence thereof presented to the judge of probate, 
accompa~ied by a certificate of the superintendent, stating, in substance,
that such person will be received under the provisions of sectIon fifty
one of this chapter, when properly committed. Whenever, upon such ap
plication, there is occasion for the judge of probate to attend a hearing 
on days other than days fixed as the regular day for holding the probate 
court, said judge of probate shall be allowed five dollars per day for his 
services and expenses, which shall be paid by the county treasurer upon 
the certificate of the county commissioners. 

Sec. 50. Order of committal subject to appeal; discharge of inmates. 
I907, c. 44, § 6. I9I5, c. I07. Any order of committal under the preceding 
section shall be subject to appeal in the same manner, by the same persons 
and to the same extent, that decrees of the judge of probate appointing 
guardians over persons alleged to be insane or incompetent or spendthrift, 
and no committal under said section shall bar habeas corpus proceedings, 
but the court upon habeas corpus proceedings may confirm the order of 
commitment whenever justice requires. Any inmate of the school may be 
discharged by a majority of the trustees or by a justice of the supreme 
judicial court, or of either superior court, whenever a further detention 
in such school in their opinion is unnecessary; but any person so discharged 
who was under sentence of imprisonment at the time of his commitment, 
the period of which shall not have expired, shall be committed or remanded 
to prison for such unexpired time. 

Sec. 5I . Order of admittance. I907, c. 44, § 7. Feeble-minded persons 
shall be admitted to the iristitution in the following order: first, feeble
minded persons who are now in public institutions supported entirely at 
public expense; second, feeble-minded persons in public institutions not 
supported as aforesaid; third, feeble-minded persons who are not in any 
institution of- the state, who have no parents, kinsmen or guardian able to 
provide for them, or who are committed by a judge of probate; fourth, 
those residing within the state whose parents, kinsmen or guardian bound 
by law to support such persons are able to pay; fifth, persons of other 
states whose parents, kinsmen or guardian are willing to pay. 

Sec. 52. Penalty for aiding escape of inmates; fugitives may be re
turned. I9I5, c. 1I3. Whoever aids or abets anyone committed to the 
Maine school for feeble-minded in escaping therefrom, or who knowingly 
harbors or conceals anyone who has escaped from said scliool, shall be 
punished by fine of not less than fifty, nor more than one hundred dollars, 
or by impnsonment in the county jail for not more than sixty days. Any 
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fugitive from said school may, on order of the superintendent or 'hospital 
trustees, be arrested and returned to said school, or to any officer or agent 
thereof, by any sheriff, constable or police officer or other person; and 
may a1so be arrested and returned by any officer or agent of said school. 

Note. Trespass on lands used for school for feeble-minded punished, c. 129, § 16. 

CHAPTER 146. 

State Sanatoriums for Treatment of Tuberculosis. 

Sec. I. Establishment and maintenance of one or more sanatoriums. 
1915, c. 351, § I. The state shall establish and maintain by building, lease 
or by purchase one or more sanatoriums in such districts of the state as 
shall seem best ,to serve the needs of the people for the care and treatment 
of persons affected with tuberculosis. \iVhere lease or purchase is made 
the state shall have the right to enlarge or otherwise adapt the property 
to meet the needs of the situation; and such additions or improvements 
shall be considered permanent. At the expiration of the original lease 
of any property for use as a tuberculosis sanatorium the state shall have 
the right of release· or of purchase. 

Sec. 2. Appointment of trustees; their tenure. 1915, c. 351, §§ 3, 9. 
The government of the several sanatoriums shall be vested in a board of 
,five trustees, inhabitants of the state, who shall be known as "Board of 
Trustees for Tuberculosis Sanatoriums." Upon the expiration from time 
to time of the terms of the trustees originally appointed, and annually 
thereafter, the governor with the advice and consent of the council, shall 
appoint a member of said board to hold office for the term of five years; 
not more than three members of anyone political party shall serve on the 
board of trustees at the same time. ' Any vacancy occurring during a term 
shall be filled by the appointment of a person to hold office for the remain
der of the term of the person whose place he fills. The governor with the 
advice' and consent of the council, may remove any trustee for cause. 

Sec. 3. Duties of the trustees; appointment of superintendent and staff. 
1915, C.351, §§ 3,4, 9. The board shall have the general management and 
supervision of the state tuberculosis sanatoriums, and one or more of the 
trustees shall visit each institution under supervision at le<!,St once each 
month. The board shall, as soon as practicable erect necessary buildings 
or alter any buildings on property acquired, for sanatorium use in the 
proper care and treatment of persons sick with tuberculosis. They may 
appoint the superintendents, physicians, assistants and other employees, 
for the proper administration· of the several' sanatoriums, and fix their 
compensation; and shall have like duties and like powers as those required 
of or vested in the trustees of other state hospitals. The acts of the board 
of trustees shall be subject to the approval of the governor and council. 

Sec. 4. Trustees may hold in trust any gift or grant of land. 1915, cl 
351, § 6. The board of trustees may accept and hold in trust for the state, 
any grant or devise of land, or any gift or bequest of money or other 
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