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WORKHOUSES. 

formatory for women who may be incorrigible, or whose presence therein 
may be seriously detrimental to the well-being of the institution. The 
trustees may subsequently by written requisition, require the return to the 
reformatory for women of any female who may have. been so transferred. 

Note. Sections fourteen to twenty, both inclusive, of chapter two hundred and six, 
of the public laws of 1915, relate to the acquisition of a site and to the erection of 
suitable buildings for the reformatory. They have not been included in this chapter, 
because they will probably become executed during the year nineteen hundred and 
sixteen; but they have not been included in the repealing act. 

CHAPTER 143. 
" ...• ~- '. 

Workhouses. Houses of Correction. 

W orkh,ouses. 

Sec. I. Workhouse provided by any town; persons liable to commitment. 
R. S. C. 142, § I. Any town may erect or provide a workhouse for ·the 
employment and support of persons of the following description; all poor 
and indigent persons, maintained by or receiving alms from the town;' all 
able-bodied persons riot having estate or means otherwise to maintain them
selves, who refuse or neglect to work; all who live a dissolute and vagrant 
life and exercise no ordinary calling or lawful business sufficient to gain 
an honest livelihood; and all such persons, as spend their time and prop
erty in public houses, to the neglect of their proper business, or by other
wise misspending what they earn, to the impoverishment of themselves and 
their families, are likely to become paupers. Any workhouse may, by vote 
of the town, be discontinued, or applied to other uses. Until such work
house is thus provided the almshouse or any part thereof may be llsed for 
that purpose. 

See c. 29, § 23; II Me. 210; 65 Me. 121. 

Sec. 2. Overseers of poor shall have charge; may appoint a master. 
R. S. c. 142, § 2. Such workhouse shall be in charge of the overseers of 
the poor of the town maintaining the same, who shall have the inspection 
and government thereof, with power to appoint a master and needful assist
ants for the more immediate care and superintendence of the persons re
ceived or employed therein. 

Sec. 3. Overseers may make regulations. R. S. c. 142, § 3. The over
seers, as occasion requires, shall hold meetings on the business of their 
office; and make needful orders and regulations for such house, to be bind
ing until the next town meeting, when they shall be submitted to the con
sideration of the inhabitants; and such as are approved at said meeting 
shall remain in force until revoked by the town. 

See c. 147, § 1. 

Sec. 4 Persons not having legal settlement may be committed. R. S. 
c. 142, § 4. When any person, not having a legal settlement in any town 
in the state, becomes idle or indigent, he may be committed to the work
house provided for the town in which he resides, to be employed, if able 
to labor, in the same manner, and to be subject to .the same rules as the 
other persons thereto committed. 

See c. 29, § 42. 



HousEs OF' CORRECTION. 1605 
CHAP. 143 

Sec. 5. Inmates, if able, shall be kept employed. R. S. c. 142, § 5· 
Every person committed to such workhouse, if able to work, shall be kept 
diligently employed during the term of his commitment. For idleness, 
obstinacy, or disorderly conduct, he m<;ly be punished as provided by the 
la\vful regulations of the house. 

Houses of Correction.' 

Sec. 6. Rogues, vagabonds, idle persons, etc., may be committed. R. S. 
c. 142, § 6. A municipal or police court, or trial justice in his county, on 
complaint under oath may commit to jailor to the house of correction in 
the town where the person belongs or is found, for a term not exceeding 
ninety days, all rogues, vagabonds and idle persons going about in any 
town in the county, begging; persons using any subtle craft, jugglery, or 
unlawful games, or plays, or for the sake of gain pretending to have 
knowledge in physiognomy, palmistry, to tell destinies or fortunes or to 
discover lost or stolen goods; common pipers, fiddlers, runaways, drunk
ards, night-walkers, railers, brawlers and pilferers; persons wanton or 
lascivious in speech or behavior, or neglecting their callings or employ- , 
ments, misspending what they earn and not providing for the support of 
themselves and their families; all idle and disorderly persons having no 
visible means of $upport, neglecting all lawful calling or employment; and 
all idle and disorderly persons who neglect all lawful calling or emplo-y
ment and misspend their time by frequenting disorderly houses, houses of 
ill fame, gaming-houses or tippling-shops. 

See c. 29, §§ 39, 42; c. I37. § 3. 

Sec. 7. Town may maintain a house of correction. R. S. c. 142, § 7. 
A town, at its own expense, may build and maintain a house of correction. 
Until such house of correction is so built, the almshouse or any part thereof 
may be used for that purpose. 

Sec. 8. Overseers of poor shall have charge of house of correction. R. 
S. C. 142, § 8. Such house of correction shall be in charge of the overseers 
of the poor of the town maintaining the same, 'who shall have the inspec
tion and government of the same, and may establish from time to time, 
such rules and orders not repugnant to law, as they deem necessary for 
governing and punishing persons lawfully committed thereto. When an 
almshouse is used for a house of correction, the master thereof shall be 
master of the house of correction; but in other cases the overseers thereof 
shall appoint a suitable master, removable at their pleasure, and may fix 
his compensation. The overseers from time to time, shall examine into 
the prudential concerns and management of such house, and see that the 
master faithfully discharges his duty. 

See c. 147. § I. 

Sec. 9. Overseers shall order supplies of suitable food and clothing to 
persons committed. R. S. c. 142, § 9. Every person committed to such 
house of correction shall be supplied with suitable food and clothing, and 
if sick, with such medical attendance and care as the overseers order; and 
all expenses incurred for commitment and maintenance, exceeding the earn-
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ings of the person confined, shall be paid by the town where such prisoner 
has his legal settlement, or by his kindred as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 10: Persons committed' to custody may be set to work. . R. S. c. 
142, § 10 •. The master of such house may set to 'work all persons com
mitted to his custody, so far as they are able, during the time of their con
finement; and if their deportment renders it expedient, he may impose 
shackles or fetters to prevent resistance or escape, without unnecessarily 
inflicting pain or interrupting labor. 

Sec. II. Insubordination; supply of food may be abridged. R. S. c. 142, 
§ II. If a prisoner is stubborn, disorderly, idle, refractory, d'r refuses to 
perform his appointed task in a proper manner, the master may abridge 
his supply of food until he complies with the reasonable requirements' of 
the master and overseers. 

Sec. 12. Actual paupers may be subject to extension of con:.finement. 
R. S. c. 142, § 12. Notwithstanding the payment of costs and expenses, if 
the prisoner has actually received relief as a pauper, the overseers of the 
poor where the house is, or of the town to which he belongs, on complaint 
to the justice or court by whom he was committed, may procure an exten
sion of the confinement, for not more than thirty days at a time, by the 
judge or justice; and such application may be renewed, if occasion requires 
it, on like complaint; and in all cases the prisoners shall be brought before 
the justice or court to answer to the complaint. 

Sec. 13. Pauper notice shall be given to towns where prisoner has settle
ment. 'R. S. c. 142, § 13. Such masters shall, within ten days after com
mitment of any person to such house of correction, give notice thereof to 
the overseers of the poor of the town where it is situated, and if the prisoner 
has actually received relief as a pauper, said overseers shall give the same 
notice thereof to the overseers of the poor of the town of his legal settle
ment, as is required in other cases in which paupers become chargeable in 
places where they have no legal settlement. 

See c. 29, § 35; 22 Me. 389;. '51 Me. 458. 

Sec. 14. Earnings and expenditures of prisoners shall be accounted for; 
excess earnings, how disposed of. R. S. c. 142, § 14. 1907, c. 107. The 
master shall keep an exact account of the earnings of each prisoner, and of 
the expense incurred for commitment and maintenance, specifying the time 
of his commitment and liberation, and present it, on oath, to the overseers 
of the poor of the town where such house is established, annually and 
oftener if directed; and the town may recover the amount of such expenses 
after deducting the earnings of the prisoner, from the town where such 
prisoner has his legal settlement. If such account shows the earnings of 
such prisoner to exceed the expenses incurred for commitment and. main
tenance of said prisoner, such excess may be paid by the overseers of the 
poor to, or for the benefit of, dependent families or kindrea of said prisoners. 
. Sec. IS. Remedy against kindred. R. S.· c. 142, § IS. If there are kin
dred, obliged by law to maintain the prisoner as provided in chapter twenty
nine, such master, or the town obliged to pay his account, has the same 
remedy against such kindred, as is provided in that chapter for towns In
curring expense for relief and support of paupers. 

See c. 29, § 18. 
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Sec. 16. Persons shall be committed o·n1y on conviction. R. S. c. 142, 
§ 16. Persons shall be committed to workhouses, or houses of correction, 
only upon conviction of the offenses, acts or conditions for which such 
commitments are by law authorized, before some municipal or police court, 
or trial justice. Commitments to workhouses may be for terms not exceed-
ing three months. . 

Note. Masters of houses of correction and worldlouses to give notice of births and 
deaths occurring therein, c. 64, ii 26. 

CHAPTER 144. 

State Juvenile Institutions. 

Sec. I. Trustees, appointment and tenure. R. S. c. 143, §§ I, 20. 19II, 
C. ISO, §§ I, 2. 19I5, C. IS2. The government of the state school for boys, 
established in the city of South Portland, in the county of Ctunberland, 
for ·the instru:ction, employment and reform of juvenile offenders, and of 
the state school for girls, established in Hallowell, in the county of Ken
nebec, for the education, ell1ployment and reform of girls, is vested in a 
board of trustees, consisting of five men and one woman, inhabitants of 
the state, who shall be known as "Trustees of Juvenile Institutions." The 
governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall annually appoint 
a member of said board to hold office for a term of SLX years. Any vacancy 
occurring during a term shall be filled in like manner for the remainder of 
the unexpired term. Any trustee may be removed at any time by the gov
ernor and council, for cause. 

The State School for Boys. 

Sec. 2. Duties as to state school for boys; contract with the attorney
general of the United States, for the support of juvenile offenders. R. S. c. 
143, § I. 19II, C. ISO, § 3. The Trustees of Juvenile Institutions shall have 
charge of the· general interests of the state school for boys, and see that its 
affairs are conducted as required by the legislature, and such by-laws as the 
board may adopt; see that proper discipline is maintained therein; provide 
employment for the inmates, and bind them out, discharge or remand them, 
as hereinafter provided; appoint a superintendent, subject to the approval, 
and during the pleasure of the governor and council, and appoint such other 
officers as in their judgment the wants of the institution require; prescribe 
the duties of all its officers; exercise a vigilant supervision over its concerns, 
remove its subordinate officers at pleasure, and appoint others in their stead; 
determine the compensation of the subordinate officers, subject to the ap
proval of the governor and council, and prepare and submit by:.laws to the 
governor and council, which shall be valid when sanctioned by them. They 
may contract with the attorney-general of the United States for the con
finement and support in said school of juvenile offenders against the laws 
of the United States in accordance with sections five thousand five hundred 
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