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STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANIES. 

be punished by a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars, or by imprison
ment not exceeding sixty days . 

. SEC. 29. Whoever spits upon the floor of any street car shall be fined 
not less than two, nor more than ten dollars to be recovered on complaint. 
The officers of all street railroad companies shall cause a copy of this 
section to be posted in their several street cars. 

SEC. 30. Upon a. written application by any street railroad corporation, 
to the municipal officers of any city or town, and hearing thereon, the 
municipal officers may authorize said corporation to discontinue the run~ 
ning of its cars, during such portion· ot the winter months, and upon such 
terms and conditions as they may determine; said corporation may appeal 
from such decision to the board of railroad commissioners, who shall after 
reasonable notice and hearing, make such a determination thereon as shall 
be reasonable and proper, and their decision shall be final. 

:Sote. Conclitional sale of railroa<1 equipment, c. 52, §§ E5-ES. 
Provisions for fortniglltly payment of wages apply to street raiJroucls, c. 40, § 57. 

CHAPTER. 54. 
CORPORATIONS FOR NAVIGATION DY STEAM. UNCI,AIMED BAGGAGE AND 

MERCHANDISE. 

SEC. I. Treasurers of corporations created for navigation by steam 
shall keep an office within the state. 

SEC. 2. Such corporations are liable for breach of contracts, express 
or implied, made as common carriers; for their neglect and misconduct; 
and for that of their agents, to the same extent as owners of vessels are by 
the maritime law. 

SEC. 3. For loss or damage of property transported on a river, stream 
or bay, by boat for hire, the boat is liable, whether owned or not by the 
person undertaking such transportation, and may be attached on a writ 
against him, sued out within sixty days after s·uch loss or damage, and 
sold like other personal property on an execution issued on the judgment 
recovered in such suit, and any surplus shall be paid to the owner of the 
boat. Such attachment is effectual against any conveyance or lien after 
such loss or injury, and prior to the attachment. 

PROVISIONS FOR SAFETY ON INI,AND STEAMERS. 

SEC. 4. All vessels propelled by steam upon inland waters are subject 
to the following provisions; and before being so employed they shall be 
examined and receive the certificate of the inspectors authorizing their 
employment. 

SEC. 5. The governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall 
appoint two inspectors of steamboats, of suitable qualifications, one of 
whom shall have a practical knowledge of ship building, and the other, 
of the construction and use of boilers, engines and their appurtenances; 
they shall continue in office for five years, unless sooner removed for good 
cause, and may be re-appointed at the expiration of their term. 

SEC. 6. All vessels mentioned in section four, shall be so constructed 
that the wood work about the boilers, chimneys, fire-boxes, cook-houses, 
stove and steam pipes, exposed to ignition, shall be so shielded by some 
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STEA"I NAVIGATION COMPANIES. 

incombustible material, that the air may circulate freely between such 
material and wood work, or other ignitible substances; and before grant
ing a certificate of inspection, the inspectors shall require all other neces
sary provisions to be made throughout such vessel as they judge expedient 
to guard against loss or damage by fire. 

SEC. 7. Every such vessel shall have at least one substantial boat, with 
li fe lines attached, and properly supplied with oars, and kept tight and in 
goou condition at all times and ready for immediate use; also such other 
boats, if any, as the inspectors, on account of the route or the number of 
passengers, deem requisite, and the master of such vessel shall exercise 
and discipline his crew in the launching, use and management of the boats 
until they become skilful boatmen. 

SEC. 8. Every vessel mentioned in section four shall be provided with 
a good iife preserver, made of suitable material, to the acceptance of the 
inspectors, for every passenger which she is authorized to transport, also 
for everyone of her crew, which life preservers shall be kept in convenient, 
accessible places in such vessel, in readiness for immediate use in case of 
accident, and the places where the same are so kept shall be designated 
in the inspectors' certificate, and also pointed out by printed notices posted 
in such places as the inspectors direct; floats may also be required by said 
inspectors. Every such vessel shall carry such number of buckets and 
axes for use in case of fire as the inspectors shall consider necessary. 

SEC. 9. Every such vessel shall be provided with permanent stairways 
and other sufficient means convenient for passing from one deck to the 
other, with gangways large enough to allow persons freely to pass, which 
shal1 always be open, fore anu aft of the length of the vessel, and to and 
along the guards; and whoever obstructs· said gangways by freight or 
othenvise forfeits fifty dollars. 

SEC. 10. The inspectors shall annually, or oftener if they have good 
cause to believe it reasonable, inspect every vessel of the description men
tioned in section four, examine carefully her hull, engine, boiler, boats 
and other equipments, apply proper tests to her boilers, ascertain how 
long it will be safe to use the same, determine the pressure of steam to be 
allowed, and so regulate the fusible plugs, safety valves and steam cocks, 
as to insure safety; and 'they may require such changes, repairs and 
improvements to be adopted and used as they deem prudent for the con
templated route; they shall also fix the number of passengers to be trans
ported, and no greater number shal1 be received or allowed at anyone 
time, under a penalty of ten dollars, to be paid by the master, for each 
passenger in excess of the allowed number, unless special permission is first 
obtained from the inspectors, under such precautions as they deem 
expeuient. . 

SEC. 11. .The inspectors, if satisfied that such vessel is in all respects 
safe and in conformity to this chapter and their requirements, shal1 give 
their certificate, setting forth the age of the vessel and date of inspection, 
the name of the master and vessel, the age of the boilers, the pressure 
of steam that she is authorized to carry, the number of boats .and life pre
servers required, and the number of passengers that she can transport, 
one copy of .which certificate and of sections four to sixteen both inclusive 
of this chapter shall be kept posted in some conspicuous place upon such 
vessel. 

SEC. 12. Every person employed 'as master, pilot or engineer on board 
such vessel, shall be examined by the inspectors as to his qualifications, 
and if satisfied therewith they shall grant him a license for the office for 
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one year; said license shall be framed under glass and posted in some 
conspicuous place on board such vessel. vVhoever acts as master, pilot 
or engineer without having first received such license, shall be fined fifty 
dollars for every day that he so acts; and such license continues in force 
for one year, unless revoked by the inspectors for intemperance, incom
petency or wilful. violation of duty. But any master, . pilot or engineer 
holding a license for any such vessel on any line owning or navigating 
more than one vessel, may under such license be employed on any vessel 
owned or navigated by the persons owning or navigating the vessel for 
which said officer obtained his license. 

SE;c. 13. All vessels described in section four shall comply with all 
the terms and provisions of sections four to fifteen both inclusive, of this 
chapter, and with all orders, regulations and requirements of the inspec
tors; and if any such vessel is navigated without complying therewith, 
or without the certificate of the inspectors, the owners and master severally 
forfeit to the state five hundred dollars for each offense, half thereof for 
the informer, unless otherwise provided, for which sum the vessel so 
engaged is liable, and may be proceeded against in a qui tam action by 
:tttachmentcommenced within sixty days after the commission of the 
offense, or said penalty may be recovered by indictment. In case of dam
age by fire or by explosion of steam or by collision, the inspectors shall 
forth"w-ith investigate the cause thereof, and if found by them to have been 
occasioned by a violation of any of the aforesaid provisions, or of the 
orders, regulations. and requirements of said inspectors, they shall so 
certify to the governor, and to the county attorney in the county where 
the offense was committed, together with the names of the parties and 
witnesses, and prosecution shall forthwith be instituted against all parties 
liable. But if any such vessel is deprived of the services of any licensed 
officer, without the consent, fault or collusion of the master, owner or any 
person interested in the vessel, the deficiency may be temporarily supplied, 
until another licensed officer can be obtained; provided, however, that if 
the owners and master of such vessel seasonably notify the inspectors of 
the expiration of her certificate, and request a new inspection ar:'-d certifi
cate, and said inspectors fail to make said inspection and issue said certifi
cate, if the vessel is entitled thereto, such owners and master are .not liable 
for any of the penalties provided in this chapter on account of navigating 
said vessels without a certificate of inspection. 

SE;c. 14. If the death of any person is caused by such collision, explo
sion or fire, his executors or administrators may recover therefor from the 
owners or master of the vessel, for the benefit of the widow and children, 
if any, of the deceased, othenvise for the benefit of his estate, such dam
ages, not exceeding five thousand dollars, as the jury' assess; and for the 
damages so 'recovered, a lien is created upon such vessel, which takes 
precedence of all other liens, claims, rights or interest therein, and may be 
enforced by attachment against her on the original writ; any party claim
ing an interest in said vessel may intervene, and on proof of any right, 
claim or interest therein may 'be allowed to appear and defend the same; 
any person damaged in his person or property by such explosion or fire, 
is entitled to like remedies to the same extent and effect and with the same 
proceedings for the recovery of his damages; if any of the crew of said 
vessel, or persons in her employment, thus sustains injury, his executors 
and administrators are entitled to all the benefit of this section, if the jury 
are satisfied that thp. negllgence of 'the party thus injured did not occasion 
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or contribute materially to the injury; the liability of the owners shall not 
exceed twice the value of the vessel at the commencement of the trip upon 
which the injury is sustained, and if the damages assessed in all the cases 
exceed such sum, the same shall be apportioned pro rata by the court in 
which the suit wherein the earliest attachment was made, is pending, and 
judgment shall be rendered in the several cases against the owners for the 
proportionate amount of double the value of such vessel. 

SEC. IS. The inspectors shall each receive from the state, the sum of 
four dollars a day for the time they are actually employed under this chap
ter, and shall also be paid their actual traveling expenses incurred in per
forming the duties imposed upon them by this chapter. The owners of 
each vessel inspected and certified under this chapter, shall pay to the 
inspectors the sum of five dollars, and each person licensed under this 
chapter, shall pay to the inspectors the sum of two dollars for each original 
license, and two dollars for each renewal of the same; provided, that in 
the case of vessels of five tons of measurement or less, no fees, either for 
inspection or for licenses, shall be r~quired or paid; provided, also, that 
in cases where the master is also pilot of the vessel he shall not be required 
to hold two licenses, but may act in either or both capacities under one 
license, such license stating on its face that he is authorized to do so. The 
inspectors shall account for ali such sums to the governor and council, and 
pay the same into the state treasury. The accounts of the inspectors for 
compensation and expenses under this chapter, shall be audited by the 
'governor and council. 

Note. Penalty for disorderly conduct on steamboat, c. 52, §§ SO, 51; for evading pay 
ment of fare, c. 52, § 7; for loitering withont right, c. 5~, §§ S, 9. 

UNCLAUIED BAGGAGE AND MERCHANDISE. 

SEC. 16. \i\Thenever baggage, goods, merchandise, packages or parcels, 
transported by any railroad, steamboat, express "or stage comp,my, existing 
by virtue of the laws of this state, remain unclaimed for six months after 
its arrival at the point to which it shall have been directed, the same may 
be sold 'at auction in the city or town where said railroad, steamboat, 
express or stage company has its general or principal office, or where said 
warehouse is situated; and whenever baggage, goods, merchandise, pack
ages or parcels transported by any railroad, steamboat, express or stage 
company, not existing by virtue of the laws of this state, and having no 
office of president, treasurer, clerk or general superintendent within this 
state, but doing business in this state, remain unclaimed for six months 
after its arrival at the point to which it "shall have been directed, the same 
may be sold at auction, to pay J:he charges thereDn and the expense of 
advertising and selling. 

SEC. 17. Any company existing by virtue of the laws of this state hold
ing any such articles or merchandise," shall before selling the same, give 
thirty days' notice of the time and place of sale, in four public newspapers, 
one published at Portland, in the county of Cumberland; one published at 
Augusta, in the county of Kennebec; one published at Lewiston, in the 
county of Androscoggin; and one published at Bangor, in the county of 
Penobscot; said notices shall contain a brief description and list of all 

_such property, and shall describe such marks thereon as "may serve to 
"identify them, together with the name of the consignee and the place to 
which said articles were billed. Any company not existing by virtue of 
the laws of this state, and having no office or president, treasurer, clerk 
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'or general superintendent,. within this state, but doing business within this 
.state, before selling any such articles or merchandise, shall give thirty 
·days' notice of the time and place of sale, by publishing notice in some 
'public' newspaper, printed in the county where such merchandise is so 
held, three weeks successively, the last publication to be at least seven 
·days before the day appointed for the sale; if no newspaper is published 
in the county where such articles or merchandise are so held, such notice 
:shall be published in some newspaper in an adjoining county. Such 
.articles or merchandise shall be sold at the place where held. The pro
·ceeds of all goods so sold, after deducting the costs of transportation, stor
age, advertising and sale, shall be placed to the credit of the owner, in 
the books of the company making the sale; and shall be paid to him on 
·demand; and such company shall not be liable to said owner of such 
property for any greater sum than so. received from said sale. 

SEC. 18; vVhen a common carrier has transported property of a perish
cable nature, which cannot be kept without great deterioration or substan
tial destruction, to its place of 'destination, and has notified the owner or 
,consignee of the arrival of the same, and the owner or consignee, after 
such notice, has refused or omitted to receive and take away the same and 
pay the freight and proper charges thereon, said carrier may, in the exer
cise 'of a reasonable discretion, sell the same at public or private sale with
{lut advertising, and the proceeds, "after deducting the amount of said 
freight and charges and expenses of sale, shall be held for the persons 
·entitled thereto; and if the owner or consigTIee cannot be found on reason
able inquiry, the sale may be made without such notice. 

SEC. 19. When a common carrier has transported livestock which can 
be kept only at continual expense, to its place of destination, and has noti
fied the owner or consignee of the arrival of the same, and the owner or 
<:onsignee after such notice has refused or omitted to receive and take 
a\\'ay the same a,nd pay the freight and proper charges thereo~, said car
rier may cause tlie same to be sold at auction to pay the freight and 
charges thereon, including the cost of keeping, and the expenses of adver
tising and selling; and if the owner or consignee cannot be found on rea
sonable inquiry, the carrier may cause the same to be advertised and sold 
as aforesaid without such notice.' Before selling any such livestock, the 
common carrier holding the same shall give two weeks' notice of the time 
and place of sale in a newspaper published in the place where said live
stock is held, if any; otherwise in a newspaper published at a place nearest 
thereto. Said notice shall reasonably describe said livestock; and the 
proceeds of sale, after deducting the amount of freight and charges, 
including the cost of keeping, and the expenses of advertising and sale, 
shall be held for the persons entitled thereto. 

SEC. 20. All sales under the foregoing provisions, shall be recorded in 
a suitable book, open to the inspection of claimants, iIi which the articles 
sold shall be correctly described, and the charges and expenses thereon, 
and the price at which they were sold, shall be entered. 

TRANSPORTATION of PROPERTy IN DISpuTE. 

SEC. 21. When property is delivered to a common carrier, for trans
portation, and any person other than the consignor or consignee shall claim 
the title to such property and shall forbid its transportation, he shall forth
with give written notice to the carrier forbidding its transportation, and 
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thereupon the carrier shall be authorized to delay the transportation for 
the space of five days, and unless within such five days such claimant shall 
replevy such property, or if he shall fail to give such written notice, the 
carrier is authorized to proceed with the transportation of such property 
and shall not be liable for so transporting. 

CHAPTER 55. 
T:eL:eGRAPH AND T:eL:ePHON:e COMPANI:eS, GAS, AND :eL:eCTRIC LIGHT AND 

POW:eR COMPANI:eS. 

S:eC. 1. Corporations for the operation of telegraphs or telephones, and 
corporations for the operation of both telegraphs and telephones, and cor
porations for the purpose of making, generating, selling, distributing and 
supplying gas or electricity, or both, for lighting, heating, manufacturing 
or mechanical purposes, in any city or town, or two or more adjoining 
cities or towns, within the state, or for either or any of such purposes, 
may be organized under the provisions of sections five to ten inclusive of 
chapter forty-seven. But no corporation, so organized, shall have author
ity, without special act of the legislature, to make, generate, sell, distribute 
or supply gas or electricity, cir both, for any purpose, in or to . any city or 
town, in or to which another company, person or firm are making, gen
erating, selling, distributing or supplying, or are authorized to make; gen
erate, sell, distribute or 'supply gas or electricity, or both. 

S:ec. 2. The certificate provided by section eight of chapter forty-seven 
to be prepared and filed in the secretary of state's office, by such telegraph 
or telephone company shall set forth, in addition to the statements required 
by said section, the general route of telegraph or telephone lines proposed 
to be constructed by such corporation and the points to be connected 
thereby; and the certificate to be prepared and filed by such gas or electric 

. company shall specify, in addition to the statements required by said sec
tion, the city or town, or the adjoining cities or towns within which said 
corporation proposes to make, generate, sell, distribute or supply gas or 
electricity, or both, for the purposes named in section one of this chapter, 
and no corporation so organized shall be authorized to make, generate, 
sell, distribute or supply gas or electricity, in any city or town not speci
fied in said certificate. 

S:ec. 3. Corporations organized under this chapter may purchase, hold 
and convey such real estate and personal property as shall be necessary 
for the purposes for which they are created. -

S:ec. 4. Every' corporation orgariized hereunder for the purpose of 
operating telegraphs or telephones, may, except as herein limited, con
struct, maintain and operate its lines upon and along the route or routes 
and between the points stated in its certificate of incorporation; and may, 
subj ect to the conditions and under the restrictions provided in this chap
ter, construct its lines along, over, under and across any of the roads and 
streets and across or under any of the waters upon and along such route 
or routes, with all necessary erections and fixhlres therefor. Every cor
poration organized hereunder for the purpose of making, generating, sell
ing, distributing and supplying gas or electricity for the purposes named 


	11o
	12
	RS1903_p0549
	RS1903_p0550
	RS1903_p0551
	RS1903_p0552
	RS1903_p0553
	RS1903_p0554

