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TOWNS. 

CHAPTER 4 . 
. TOWNS, THEIR :MEETINGS, OFFICERS, POWERS AND DUTIES. 

SEC:!. The inhabitants of each town are a body corporate, capable of 
suing and being sued, and of appointing attorneys and agents. (a) 

SEC. 2. Every town meeting, except in the cases mentioned in the 
two following sections, shall be called by a warrant signed by the select­
men. 
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Towns, cor­
porations. 
R. S., c. 3, § I, 

Meeti,ngs, how 
called. 
R. S., c. 3, § 2. 

SEC. 3. The first town meeting shall be called and notified in the First meeting, 

manner prescribed in the act of incorporation; and if no mode is therein ~wS~::!-;:~~'§ 3. 

prescribed, by any justice of the peace in the same county. "\Vhen a town, -when no 

once organized, is destitute of officers, a meeting may be called on appli- officers, how 

cation to such justice for his warrant for the purpose, made In writing •. called. 

by any three inhabitants thereof. 'Yhen, by reason of death, removal, 
or resignation, a majority of the selectmen do not remain in office, a 
majority of those remaining in office may call a' town meeting. 

SEC. 4. If the selectmen unreasonably refuse to call a town meeting, 
any ten or more legal voters therein may apply to a justice of the peace 
in the county, who may issue his warrant for calling such meeting. "\Vhen 
ten or more voters in writing request the selectmen to insert a particular 
thing 'in a warrant, they shall insert it in the next warrant issued, or shall 
call a special meeting for the consideration thereof. 

Selectmen 
refusing, 
meeting how 
called. 
R. S., c . .3, § 4. 
53 Me., 390. 
66 Me., 59U. 
-ten vDters 
may have arti­
cles inserted 
in warrant. 

SEC. 5. In either case, the warrant shall specify the time and place 
Fbrm of 

at which the meeting shall be held; and in distinct 'articles shall state warramt. 

the business to be aC.ted upon at such meeting; and no ,other business R. S., c. 3, § 5. 

shall be there acted upon. (b) 
SEC. 6. The warrant may be directed' to any constable of the town, 

or any person by name, directing him to warn and nntify all persons quali­
fied to vote at such meeting, to assemble at the time and place appointed. 

SEC. 7. Such meeting shall be notified by the person to whom the 
warrant is directed by posting an attested copy thereof in some public 
and conspicuous place in said town seven days before the meeting, unless 
the town has app'ointed, by vote, in legal meeting, a different mode, which 

Warrant, how 
directed. 
R. S., c. 3, § 6. 
65 Me., 352. 

Notice, how 
given. ,.. 
R. ·S., c. 3, § 7. 

any town may do. In either case, the person who notifies the meeting -return on 
warrant. 

shall make return on the warrant, stating the mariner of notice, and the 
time when it was given .. (c) 

SEC. 8. Sections four, five, six and seven apply to cities and the 
municipal officers of cities, the same as to towns and the selectmen of 
towns, and when any meeting thus provided for is called in cities, it shall 
be by warrants posted in each ward. 

SEC. 9. The meetings of any village corporation may be notified by 
the person to whom the warrant is directed, by posting attested copies 
in two or more public and conspicuous places within the corporation limits 
seven days before the meeting, instead of in the manner provided by the 
act creating' such corporation; pro'iJided, that such corporation shall first, 
at a legal meeting, designatt; at what and how many places such notices' 
shall be posted. 

(a.) 3 Me., 371; 13 IVIe., 80; 14 Me., 377; 20' i\oIe., 46, 246; 54 Me., 250; 53 
Me., 240. 

(b) 3 Me., 3IO; IO IVIe., 322; 12 Me., 489; 13 Me., 472; 17 Me., I02; i9 Me., 
189; 57 lvIe., 305; 60 Me., 573; 63 lk, 240; 65 Me., 352; 68 Me., 85. 

(c) 7 Me., 429; 12 Me., 489; 13 Me., 472; 17 Me., 447; 25 Me., 563; 26 Me., 
179; 29 lIIe., 525; 34 Me., 578; 49 :Me., 351; 51 Me., 30; 55 Me., 195; 56 Me., 
392; 65 :1vIe., 352; 66 Me., 587; 82 Me., 181. 

Sections 4, 5, 
6 and 7 apply 
to cities and 
their officers. 
R. S., c. 3, § S. 

Vdllage cor­
poration meet­
ing, how 
called. 
R. S., c. 3, § 9. 
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Errors in 
records, tax 
lists, and 
returns, ho,\y 
amended. 
R. S., c. '3, § 10. 
See c. 9, § 35; 

c. 10, § 31. 

Who are legal 
voters. 
R. S., c. 3, § 11. 

TOWNS. 

Sec. 10. ,\Vhen omissions or errors exist in the records or tax I,ists of 
a town or school district, or in returns' of warrants for meetings tl,ereof, 
they shaII be amended, on oath, according to the fact, while in or after 
he ceases to be in office, by the officer whose duty it was to make them 
correctly. If the original warrant is lost or destroyed, the return', or an 
amendment of it, may be made upon a copy thereof. (a)' 

Sec. II. Every person, qualified to vote for governor, senators and 
representatives, in the town in which he resides, may vote in the election of 
alI town officers, and in all the aff'airs thereof. 

Annual meet- Sec. 12. Annual to,,,n meetings shaII be held in :March, and the voters 
ings, wIlen shaII then choose, by a major vote, a clerk, three, five or seven inhabitants held. ' 
R. _ S., C. 31 § 12. of the town to be selectmen and overseers of the poor, when other over-
1880, c. 335. h ' h f . See § 88; c. 15, seers are not c osen, tree or more 'assessors, two or more ence VIewers, 

, § 99' c "7 § 11 .... -, ., .", . treasurer, surveyors of lumber, seal"rs of leather, measurers of wood and 
b:~~~~~'n~ay bark, constables, colIectors of taxes and other usual town officers; and 
-treasurers if one-third of the yoters present are in favor thereof, they shaII choose, and collect-
ors shall not by a major vote, one auditor of accounts, alI of ,,-hom shaII be s\yorn. 
be selectmen 
or assessors. Treasurers and colIectors of towns shaII not be selectmen or assessors, 
-may be until they have completed their duties as trea,surers and collectors and had 
same person. a final settlerllent with the town. (b) The treasurer and collector oi 1903, c. 22-4. 

taxes of cities 'and towns, may be one and the same person. 
Election of Sec. 13· Each 'town at its annual meeting may elect by majo'r vote 
~~g~er~ommis- a road C0111111issioner, ,yho shall hold his office for the tenn of one year 
1897, c. 3~\H ~, 9, from the date of his election. 'Any town may, at its option. elect not-more 
1899,c. 3",""", I, 8. ' . 
-selectman not than three commissioners. whose powers and duties shaII ce the same as 
to be road 'b d - . I . " T I I . commissioner. prescn e tor a S1l1g e commISSIOner. No person s 1alI. at t 1e same tIme, 
1£97, c. 329, § 5. hold the office· of road commissioner and selectman. ' 

Officers chosen Sec. 14· IvIoderator, town clerk, selectmen, assessors and oyerseers of 
by ballot. 
R. S., c. 3, § 13. 
1897, c. 280. 
1897, c. 329,.§ 4. 

-town agent, 
compensation. 
78 iVIe., 568. 
96 l\fe., 485. 

Commissioner 
failiing to 
qualify, 
selectmen to 
appoint. 
1897, c. 329, § 7. 
1899, c. 32, § 5. 

-on failure to 
elect commis­
sioner, select­
men shall act. 
!;. S., c._ 3~ § 14. 
I. l\Ie., 011. 
96 Me., 486. 

-municipal 
officers may 
a.ppoint 
certa-in officers. 

the poor, treasurer, auditor, school committee, town agent and road com­
missioners shall be elected by balIot, and the other said officers by ballot, 
or if not so elected, they shall be' appointed by the selectmen. The 
town agent shaII act under the direction of the selectmen, and shaII receive 
from the treasti~y of the town such compensation for his services as 
may be fi.-...:ed by vo'te of the town; otherwise, as the selectmen shall alIow. 

Sec. ,15. If a person elected as road commissioner fails to qualify 
before the first Monday of April, the office shall be deemed vacant, and 
shaII be filled by the selectmen by appointment; 'and' in the event of a 
vacancy caused b"y death or otherwise, the selectmen shaII appoint some 
competent person to fiII out the unexpired term, who shaII qualify and 
perform the duties of said office. If a tOWI1 fails to elect a road commis­
sioner 'at its annual meeting, the money raised and assessed for the repair 
of bridges and ways as provided by section seventy of chapter t\\"enty­
three shall be expended fo,[ that purpose by the selectmen; if after the 
choice of any officer not required to be chosen by balIot. there is a vacancy 
in any such office, the municipal officers may fiII such vacancie~ by the writ­
ten appointment of proper persons, who shall be summoned by the con-

(a) 7 Me .. 429; 12 1I'Ie., 490: 13 l\-Ie .. 472: IilI'Ie., 447; 25 Me .. 563; 26 life .. 
179; 29 Me., 526 ; 34 J.\Ie .. 578; 48 Me .. 356 ; 49 Me., 351: 51 Me .. 30; 55 :.\Ie .. 
195; 56 Me., 392, 395; 65 Me., 25. 352; 66 Me .. 587; 85 Me .. 30I; 89 :lIe., 320; 
94 Me., 355· 

(b) 'Compensation of selectmen and assessors. c. 9. § 89. See § 28, also c. 9. 
§§ 90. 91 ; c. ro. § 58; c. 28. § 6; 17 liTe .. 447; 48 Me .. 357. 44-1; 62 Me .. III. 

517; 63 Me .. 154; 70 Me., 562. 565; 77 Me .. 41;'; 81 Me .. 188: 83 Me .. 220; 

95 Me., 485. 
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stabl~ to appear and take the oath of office provided in section twenty­
five subject to the penalties provided in section twenty-six. Such 
appointment and oath shall be recorded as in case of a choice by the town. 
No person shall be so appointed without his consent. (a) 

SEc. 16. During the election of moderator the clerk shall preside; 
when he is absent from any such meeting, either of the selectmen or of the 
assessors, and if neither of those is present, any constable may do all the 
duties of clerk in receiving and counting the votes for moderator. The 
moderator may call on the voters to give in their ballots for a clerk pro 
tempore, who shall be sworn by the moderator, or by a justice of the peace. 

SEc. 17. The town clerk, before entering on the duties of his office, 
shall be sworn before the moderator, or a justice of the peace, truly to 
record all votes passed in that' and other town meetings during the ensu­
ing year and until another clerk is chosen and sworn in his stead, and 
faithfully to disch-arge all the other duties of his office. 

SEC. IS'. The clerk 'of any town may appoint a citizen thereof his 
deputy, who may, in the clerk's absence, perform all the duties of said 
office with the same effect as if done by the clerk; the appointment may 
be made in writing as follows: 

"I hereby appoint -.-- --- to perform the duties of town clerk as 
set forth in section eighteen, of chapter four, of the r:evised statutes, in 
the town of ---, during my absence from the clerk's office. 

--- ---, Clerk of the town of ---." 
In case of the clerk's absence, death, resignation or removal from office, 

without having made such appointment, the municipal officers may appoint 
a citizen to fill said office, who shall perform all the duties of the clerk 
during his ~bsence, or in case of his death, resignation or removal from 
office, until a clerk is elected. The appointment may be made in writir:g, 
as follows: 

"I (or we,) hereby appoint ------ to perform the duties of town 
clerk, in the. town of ---, during the clerk's absence from his office, 
or until a clerk is elected. --- ---, clerk, or municipal officers, of 
the town of ---." 

Said deputy, or person -appointed by the municipal officers, shall be sworn 
faithfully to perform the duties of his office before he enters thereon. 

The clerk may also appoint a woman, otherwise qualified by the consti­
tution, who in his absence may so far act as deputy clerk as to receive 
and record chattel mortgages and other papers, and make certified copies 
of the records in the clerk's office.' _ 

SEC. 19. The treasurer before entering upon the discharge of his official 
duties, shall give oond to the inhabitants of his town with such sureties 
and for such sum as shall be designated by the municipal officers, not 
,exceeding, however, twice the amount of the taxes to be collected during 
the year for which he is treasurer, conditioned for the faithful discharge 
of all the duties and obligations of his office. If such bond is not fur­
nished and delivered to the municipal officers, within ten days after writ­
ten demand by the, municipal officers on the treasurer therefor, the office 
of treasurer shall be deemed vacant, and the town or plantation, at any 
meeting of its inhabitants legally called, may elect a treasurer to fill the 
vacancy, or the municipal officers may fill the vacancy by written appoint­
ment which shall be recorded by the clerk in the town records. The 
municipal officers shall J:>e the sole judges of the sufficiency of such bond 
and sureties. Such bond, after its approval and acceptance by the munici-

(a) 1 life., 248; 39 Me., 530; 61 Me., 544; 62 Me., 459; 68 Me., 160. 
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-appointments 
to be recorded. 
R. S., c. 6, § 149. 

,Vho is to 
preside in 
meeting. 
R. S" c. 3, § 15. 
17 Me., +17. 

Clerk to be 
sworn; form. 
of oath. 
R. S., c. 3, § 16. 
5S l\:Ie., 5lS, 532. 

Deputy town 
clerl~s. how 
appointed. 
-their duties. 
R. S., c. 3, § 17. 
See c. 93f § 2. 

-municipal 
officers may 
appoint dep­
utv clerk, in 
certain cases. 
70 "'Ie., 564. 
-tenure of 
office.' 

-form of ap­
pointment. 

-deputy 
clerk to be 
sworn. 

-appointment 
of woman 
as deputy. 
lSS9, c. 1S7. 

Treasurer 
shall give 
bond. 
R. S., c. 6, § ISO, 
1003, c. ]61. 
See § 1~0. 
69 Me., 369, 

-amount. 

--office of 
treasurer 
vacant if 
bond is not 
filed within 
ten days 
after written 
demand. 

-vacancy, 
how filled. 
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pal officers, shall be recorded by the clerk, and such record shall be prima 
facie evidence' of the contents of such bond, but a failure to so record 

-record. shall be no defense in any action upon such bond. The municipal officers 
-municipal may accept any sarety company authorized to do business in the state, 
officers may 
accept bond as surety on such bond, 'and dispense with any further surety or sureties 
of a surety 
company. thereon. Any town or plantation may lawfully vote, at its annual meeting, 
-town mruy to raise money to be expended by its treasurer, under the direction of the 
raise money municipal officers, for the purpose of purchasing from any surety' company to pay surety 
company. authorized to do business as aforesaid, the bond required by this section. 
Deputy ,town S:E;C. 20. The treasurer of any town or plantation may appoint a citizen 
treasurers, thereof as his deputy during his temporary absence or other temporary how appointed. 
R. S., c. 3, § lR. disability. The appointment shall be in writing and be recorded. It may 

-form of ap­
pointment. 

be in the form following: 
"I, --- ---, hereby appoint --- --- to perform the duties 

of town treasurer of the town of ---, during the treasurer's temporary 
, absence from his office. --- --- Treasurer." 

Treasurer S:E;C. 21. The treasurer and the sureties upon his official bond, are 
respcmsible. responsible for all acts an, d omissions of his deputy in such office. R. S" c. 3, § 19. 

To render ac­
count once in 
three mon ths. 
R. S., c. 6, § 181. 
60 Me., 475. 
70 Me., 439. 

In case of 
vacancy, mu­
nicipal officers 
may a,ppolnt 
treasurer. 
R. S., c. 3, § 20. 

-form of ap­
pointment. 

Treasurer so 
appointed, to 
be sworn art d 
give bond. 
R. S., c. 3, § 2.1. 

Officers 
chosen, how 
summoned to 
take their 
cath. 
R. S., c. 3, § 22. 

Penalty for 
refusing a 
town office'. 
R. S., c. 3, § 23. 

Town or par­
ish officer, 
how sworn; 
certificates to 
be given. 
R. S., c. 3, § 24. 
1889, c. 170. 

-mode of 
making 
record. 
84 Me., 378. 

S:E;C. 22. Every treasurer shall render an account of the finances of 
his town, and exhibit all books and accounts pertaining to his office, to the 
municipal officers thereof, or to any committee appointed by it to examine 
said accounts, when required; and such officers shall examine such treas­
urer's accounts as often as once in three months. 

S:E;c. 23. In case of death, resignation, removal or other permanent disa­
bility of a treasurer of a town or plantation, the municipal officers may 
appoint a citizen thereof to be treasurer until his successor is elected and 
qualified. Such appointment shall be in writing and be recorded. It may 
be in the form following: 

'''\Ve, the municipal officers of the town of ---, hereby appoint --­
--- treasurer of said town until his successor is elected and qualified." 

S:E;c. 24. Before such appointee enters upon his official duties he shall 
be sworn, and give bond to the town for the faithful performance thereof 
in such sum and with such sureties as the municipal officers order. 

S:E;c. 25. The town clerk or any nvo selectmen shall forthwith make 
a list of the names of all persons chosen into office, of whom an oath is 
required, and deliver it to a constable with a warrant to him directed; and 
he shall, within three days thereafter, summon each person therein named 
to appear before the tow~ clerk, within seven days from the time of notice, 
to take such oath of office; and at the end of ten days after receiving his 
warrant, the constable shall return it or forfeit six dollars to the town; 
and the town shall allow him a reasonable compensation for his services. 

S:E;c. 26. Every person so notified, neglecting to take such oath within 
said seven days, except officers for whose neglect a different penalty is 
provided, forfeits five dollars, nvo-thirds to the town, and one-third to the 
prosecutor. (a) 

S:E;c. 27. Any town or parish officer may be sworn by the moderator 
in open town meeting, town or parish clerk, or by any person authorized 
by law, who shall give to the officer sworn, except when sworn in presence 
of such clerk, a certificate of the oath administered, which he shall return 
to such clerk to be filed. (b) In either case the clerk shall record the 
name of the officer and of his office, by whom sworn, and the time of 
taking the oath and returning the certificate. AlIy town, school district, 

(a) See c. 9, § 99; c. 28, § 6; c. 42, § 24; c. 44, § 6; I Me., 248. 
(b) 12 Me., 234; 17 Me., 444; 48 Me., 443; 58 Me., 518; 79 Me., 472. 
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parish or corporation clerk elected to any office and sworn, may re,cord 
his own election, the fact that he was sworn, and when and by whom. 
The record herein required shall be sufficient evidence that such officer was 
sworn. 'If any officer fails to return such certificates or any clerk to record 
such oath within ten days, he forfeits five dollars. 

SEc. 28. 'When by reason of non-acceptance, death, removal, insanity 
or other incompetency of a person chosen'to a town office, there is a 
vacancy, or want of officers, the town may choose new officers; and they 
shall be sworn, if an oath is required, and have the same powers as if 
elected at the annual meeting. (a) 

SEc. 29. At every town meeting a moderator shall be first chosen and 
sworn by a justice of the peace, or by the person presiding at the meeting 
when he is chosen. Said moderator shall regulate the business of the 
meeting; and when a vote declared by him is, immediately after such 
declaration, questioned by seven or more, he shall make it certain by poll:' 
ing the voters, or in such other way as the meeting directs. 

SEc. 30. No person shall speak in meeting before leave is obtained of 
the moderator, nor when any other person is speaking; and all shall be 
silent at the command of the moderator, or forfeit to the town one dollar 
for every breach of such order. 

SEC. 31. -If any person, after notice from the moderator, persists in 
disorderly conduct, the moderator may direct him to withdraw from the 
meeting; and by his refusal he forfeits three dollars to the town; and the 
moderator may cause him to be removed from the meeting by a constable, 
and detained in confinement for three hours, unless the meeting is sooner 
dissolved or adjourned. 

SEC. 32. Town meetings for the choice of governor; senators, and 
representatives, shall be as the constitution directs; and the foregoing 
sections are not applicable to them. 

sic. 33. The persori presiding at a meeting for the choice of town 
officers, shall not receive any folded vote, or permit any person before 
the poll is closed, without consent of the voter, to examine his ballot, on 
penalty of twenty dollars. 

WARDS of CITIES. ELEcnoN OF CITy oFFICERS. 

SEC. 34. No change made by the city council, in the limits of any city 
ward, shall be valid unless it is approved by a majority of the legal regis­
tered voters of such city, at the election of city officers, held next after 
su'ch action of said council; and warrants for such ward meetings shall 
contain an article for that purpose. 

SEC. 35. The -assessors and subordinate officers of cities, when their 
charters do not otherwise provide, shall be chosen on the second Monday 
of March, annually, ,or, as soon after as practicable, and hold their offices 
one year therefrom, and until others are chosen and qualified in their 
places. 

SEC. 36. At the annual election for the choice ,of mayor and aldermen 
in cities, the electors, in each ward shall, by written ballot, elect a: warden 
and clerk,' who shall enter on their duties on the Monday following their 
election, and 'hold their offices one year therefrom, and until others are 
chosen and qualified in their places. 

SEC. 37. In the election of any city officers by ballot in the board of 
aldermen or in convention of the aldermen.and common council, in which 

(a) See § I2; C. 9, §§ 89, 9I, IOO-I06; c. IO, §§ 36, 38, 58; c. 18, § 73; I Me., 
248; 96 Me., 485. 
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-clerIt may 
record his ,own 
election. 
-record to be 
evidence. 
-penalty for 
neglect. 
See c. 117, § 20. 

Vacancies 
may be filled 
at any town 
meeting, 
R. S., c. 3, § 25. 

Modera.tor to 
be first 
Chosen; his 
duties. 
R. S., c. 3, § 26. 
48 Me., 444. 
56 Me., 390. 

Moderator to 
be obeyed. 
R. S., c. 3, § 27. 

His powers. 
R. S., c. 3, § 28. 

§§ 1-31 jnap-· 
pIicable to 
state elec­
tiOOlS. 
R. S., c. 3, § 29. 

Folded votes 
not received; 
votes not to 
be examined. 
R, S" c. 3, § 30.' 

Wards <in 
cities, change 
or alteration 
in limits of, 
bow made. 
R. S., c. 3, § 3L 
1893, c. 186. 

Election of 
assessors and 
subordinate 
officers. 
-term. 
R. S., c. 3, § 32. 
67 Me., 62-3. 
78 Me., 279. 

Wardens and 
clerks in 
cities, how 
elected. 
R. S., c. 3. § 33. 
71 Me., 387. 
-term. 

Mayor bas 
casting vote 
;n choice of 
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officers. 
R.;., S., C;,'?2 ~ 34. 
1891, c. ~"". 
79 lYle., S1. 
-appointees 
of mayc.r and 
aldermen, 
may be re­
moved by 
mayor. 
89 Me., 451. 

CERTAIN DUTIES OF i\IUNICIPAL OFFICERS. 

the .mayor has a right to give a casting vote, if two candidates have each 
half of the ballots cast, he shall determine and declare which of them is 
elected. ,Vhenever appointments to office are directed or authorized to 
be made by the mayor and aldermen of cities, they may' be made by the 
mayor with the consent of the aldermen, and such officers may be removed 
by the mayor. 

CERT.\IN DUTIEs OF i\IUNICIPAL OFFICERS. 

Town officers SEC. 38. No member of a city government or selectmen of a town, 
~~~~~:cC;;:IriarilY shall in either board of such government, or in any board of selectmen, 
W.tes~s~:~: § 35. vote on any question in which he is pecuniarily interested directly or indi-
73 ~Ie., 58. rectly, and in which his vote may be decisive; and no action of such gov-

In terests in 
municipal 
contracts pro­
hibitgd. 
R. S., c. 3, § 36. 

S. J. cUllrt to 
enforce §§ 38 
a ... d 39. 
R. S., c. 3, § 37. 
See c. 79, § 6, 
.IT xi. 
Selectmell. 
treasurer, etc., 
to make 
reports. 
R. S., c. 3, § 38. 
18S5, c. 359, § 1. 

-printed re-· 
ports must be 
distributed 
before annual 
meetlLng. 
See c. 3, § 15. 

-all town 
books to be 
open for pub­
lic inspection. 

-penalty for 
. refusal or 

'neglect. 

.. 4..Esessors re­
quired to 
keep a record 
of persons 
mov-.Lng into 
and from, 
towns and 
planfations, if 
so directed. 
ISS5, c. 341. 

Town clerk to 
notify 
treasurer of 
state of 
election of 
to'WIl treas-
urer. 
R. S., c. 3, § 42. 

ernment or board taken by means of such vote, is legal. 
SEc. 39. No member of a city government shali be interested, directly 

or indirectly, in any contract entered into by such government while he is 
a member thereof; and contracts made in violation hereof are void. (a) 

SEC. 40. The supreme judicial court in equity, by writ of injunction or 
otherwise, may restrain proceedings in any town in violation of the two 
preceding sections, upon application of ten or more taxable citizens. 

SEc. 41. Persons charged with the expenditure of the money of a 
to\vn, shall, on or before the morning of each 'annual meeting, make a full, 
detailed written or printed report of all their financial transactions in 
behalf of the town, during the municipal year immediately preceding, with 
a ful! account of the receipts and disbursements during that period, 'and 
to whom and for what purpose each item of the same was paid, with a 
statement in detail of the indebtedness and resources of the town. Such 
reports, or like reports of town auditors, if printed, shall be distributed 
to the voters on or before the morning of the annual Ineeting, or, if not 
printed, shall be presented and read in open town .meeting before the elec­
tion of selectmen, and, whether written or printed, shall be. kept deposited 
in the office of the selectmen, or if they have no office or usual place of 
bu~iness, with the town .clerk, with proper vouchers for the disbursements 
reported, where such reports and vouchers, and all the books of the town 
shal! be open during the usual hours of business, to the inspection of 
voters; and if any town officer refuses or neglects to perform any require­
ment of this section, or refuses to allow any voter to examine such reports, 
vouchers, and town books, he forfeits fifty dollars for each refusal or neg­
lect, to be. recovered by indictment, half to the complainant and half to 
the county. 

SEC. 42. Towns and plantations may at any regular meeting, by a vote 
thereof, require their assessors of taxes to keep a record, with the date 
thereof as near as practicable, of 'all persons movIng into and from their 
respective towns and plantations during each year,. al1d on the first day of 
May make a return of the same to the clerk thereof, who shall record the 
same in a book to be kept for such purpose, and shall furnish copies of such 
records upon payment of a reasonable fee. 

SEC. 43. ,Vhen a town treasurer is elected and qualified, the clerk shall 
communicate his name to the treasurer of state; and no city, town or 
plantation shall receive any money from the treasurer of state until the 
name of its treasurer has been so communicated. 

(a) 68 Me., 149, 325; 88 Me., 41. 



REGISTRATION OF DOGS. 

REGISTRATION AXD LICENSING OF DOGS, AND PROTECTION OF SHEEP.*' 

SEC. 44. Assessors of. taxes shall include in their inventories, lists of 
all dogs owned by or in possession of any inhabitant on the first day of 
April, setting the number and sex thereof opposite the names of their 
respective owners or persons in whose possession the same are found, and 
make a return to the treasurer of state of said lists and -also of the number 
of dogs killed as required by section fifty of this chapter, on or: before 
the fifteenth day of July following; and if any city or town shall fail to 
return to the treasurer of state on or before September first of each year, 
a sum of money equal to the license required by this chapter, on all dogs 
living on the.first day or July preceding, such deficiency shall be added 
to the state tax of such delinquent city or town for the follo,,;ing year. , 

SEc. 45. Every owner or keeper, upon the first day of April, of a dog 
more than four months old, shall annually before the tenth day of said 
April, cause it to be registered, numbered, described a!ld licensed for one 
year commencing with the first day of said April, in the office of the clerk 
of the town where said dog is kept, -and shall keep around its neck a collar 
distinctly marked with the owner's name and its registered number, and 
shall pay to said clerk for a license the sum of one dollar and fifteen 
cents for each male dog and each female dog incapable of producing young, 
and three dollars and fifteen cents for each other female dog, ,and a person 
becoming the owner or keeper of a dog after the fir~t day of April, not duly 
licensed as required herein, shall within ten days after he becomes the 
ow'ner or keeper of said dog, cause it to be registered" numbered, described 
and licensed as provided above. Every owner or keeper of dogs, kept for 
breecling purposes, may receive annually a special kennel license author­
izing him to keep ~uch dogs for s'aid purpose, provided he keeps~ such dogs 
within a proper enclosure. ,\Vhen the number of dogs so kept does not 
ex~eed ten, the fee for such license shall be ten dollars, when the number 
of dogs so kept exceeds ten, the fee for such licen6e shall be twenty dollars 
and no fees shall be required for the dogs of such owner or keeper under 
the age of six months. Dogs covered by kennel license' shall be excepted 
from the provisions of this section requiring registration; numbering and 
collaring. 

SEc. 46. The clerks of towns shall issue said license and receive the 
money therefor, and pay the same to the treasurer of their respective 
towns within thirty days thereafter, retaining to their own use, fifteen 
cents for each license issued; and the said treasurer shall pay the money 
so received to the treasurer of state on or be.fore September first of each 
year. Such clerks shall keep a record of 'all licenses issued by them, with 
the names of the owners or keepers of dogs licensed, and the sex, regis­
tered numbers and description of all such dogs; provided, however, that 
the sex, registered numbers and description shall not be required of dogs 
covered by a kennel license. 

SEc. 47. The tre'asurer of each town shall keep an accurate and separate 
account of all moneys received and expended by him under the' provisions 
of this chapter. 

SEC. 48. 'Whoever keeps a dog contrary to the provisions. of this 
chapter shall forfeit ten dollars, five of which shall" be paid to the com­
plainant and five to the treasurer of the town in which such dog is kept. 

SEC. 49. The mayor of each city an'd the municipal officers of towns 
and plantations shall annually within ten days from the first day of May 

* As to registration of dogs ke[1t by Iudians in the town of Perry, see specinl lnws, 
1899, c. 202. . 
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REGISTRATION OF DOGS. 

issue a warrant to one or more police officers or constables directing them 
10 proceed forthwith either to kill or cause to be killed 'all dogs within such 
city, town or plantation not licensed and collared.or enclosed according to 
the provisions of this chapter, and to enter complaint against the owners 
or keepers thereof. Such officers shall receive from the city, town or 
plantation, one dollar for each dog so killed. All bills for such services 
shall be approved by the mayor of cities, and municipal officers of towns 
and plaIl:tations. 

SEc. 50. . Each police officer or constable to whom the warrant named in 
the preceding section is issued,shall return the same on or before the 
first day of July following to the officer or officers' issuing the same, and 
shaH state in said return the number of dogs killed and the names of the 
owners or keep~rs thereof, and whether all unlicensed dogs' therein have 
been killed and the names of the persons against whom complaint has been 
made under the provisions of said section. 

SEc. 51. The secretary of state shall seasoll'::tbly forward to the clerks 
of the several towns, copies of the seven preceding sections, and each 
clerk shall annually, at least twerity days before the first day of April, 
post said copies in the usual places of posting notices of the annual meet­
ing of the town. 

SEC. 52. 'When a .dog does damage to a person or his property, his 
owner or keeper, and also the parent, guardian, master or mistress of 
any minor who owns or' keeps such dog, forfeits to the person injured the 
amount· of the damage done, provided s'aid damage was not occasioned 
through the fault of the person injured; to be recovered by action' of 
trespass. '( a) 

SEC. 53. 'Vhenever any sheep, lambs or other domestic animals, owned 
by a resident of this state are killed or injured by dogs or wild animals, 
such owner may make complaint thereof to the mayor of the city, or to 
one of the municipal officers of the town or plantation where such damage 
was done, within twenty-four hours after he has knowledge of the same, 
and thereupon the municipal officers shall investigate such complaint and 
if satisfied that such damage was committed by dogs or wild animals within 
the limits of their city, town or plantation, they shall estimate the amount 
thereof and direct that the same be paid from the town treasury: Any 
town paying such damages caused by' dogs, may maintain 'an action on 
the case against the owner or keeper of such dogs to recover the amount 
paid, not exceeding the actual damage committed. 

SEC. 54. If any sheep, lambs or other domestic animals are killed or 
injured by two or more dogs at the same time, kept by two or more persons, 
the owners or keepers of such dogs shall be jointly and severally liable for 
such damage. 

SEC. 55. Vlhen any city, town or plantation shall have paid damages 
to the owner of sheep, lambs or other dome~tic animals; as provided in 
section fifty-three, for losses caused by dogs, and the amount of such 
damages cannot be collected from tlle owners or keepers of said dogs, or 
the dog or dogs causing such losses cannot be identified, or shall have paid 
.such damages for losses caused by.wild a1).imafs, the mayor of such city 
or the rn,unicipal officers of said town or plantation shall forward to the 
treasurer of state a statement of facts in each case showing the amount 
so paid, and the treasurer of state shall reimburse such city, town or plan-

(a) 62 Me., 279; 74 Me., 488; 75 ~Ie., 564; 78 Me., 559; 83 Me., 568; 87 
Me., 172. 



PRESERVATION OF RECORDS. 

tation to the amount of such damage from the fund received by the state 
under section forty-six. 

SEC. 56. All money received by the treasurer of state as provided in sec­
tion forty-six and remaining unexpended at the end of the year shall 
be credited to the several towns upon their state tax in proportion to the 
amount each has paid into the treasury under the provisions of th[s chap­
ter; provided, however,' that the amount to be refunded to such' plailtations 
as are taxed as wild land shall be paid direct to the plantation treasurer 
instead of being credited on state tax. 

SEC. 57. Any town officer who refuses or wilfully neglects to perform 
the duties imposed by the thirteen preceding sections forfeits not less than 
ten, nor more than fifty dollars to be recovered by an action at law, in the 
name and for the use of the town. 

SEC. 58. \Vhoever steals or confines and secretes any registered dog, 
or kills any such dog, unless such killing be justifiable in the protection 
of person, property or ga~ne, shall be liable to the owner in a civil action 
for the full value of such dog. 

SEC. 59. -"\ny person, may at any time, lawfully kill any dog which 
hunts or chases a moose, caribou or deer, or any dog kept or used for that 
purpose. Any person may lawfully kill a dog which suddenly assaults 
him or another person when peaceably walking or riding, or is found 
worrying, wounding, or killing any domestic animal, outside of the enclos­
ure or 'immediate care of his owner. 

SEC. 60. 'Whoever is so assaulted or finds a dog strolling outside of the 
premises or immediate care of its owner or keeper, may, within forty-eight 
hours thereafter, make written complaint before the municipal or police 
court having jurisdiction in the city or'town where the owner or keeper 
resides, or in case there is no such court, before a trial justice in said 
town, that he really believes and has reason to believe that said dog is 
dangerous or vicious; whereupon said court or trial justice shaIi order said 
owner or keeper to appear and answer to said complaint by serving s'aid 
owner or keeper of said dog with a copy of said complaint and order a 
reasonable time before the day set for a hearing thereon; and if upon 
hearing, the court or trial justice is satisfied that said complaint is true, 
h'e shall order said owner or keeper within twenty-four hours thereafter 
either to kill or confine said dog or remove and keep the same beyond the 
limits of said town or city; and if said owner or keeper neglects to comply 
with said order, he shall forfeit to the use of the city or town aforesaid 
not less than one, nor more than ten dollars, to be recovered in an action 
on the case. 

SEC. 61. ,If a dog, whose owner or keeper neglects to comply with said 
order, wounds any person by a sudden assault as aforesaid, or wounds or 
kills any domestic animal, the owner or keeper shall pay the person injured 
treble damages and costs. 

PRESERVATION OF RECORDS. 

SEC. 62. Cities and towns of more than thirteen hundred' inhabitants 
shall provide fire proof safes or vaults of ample size for the reception and 
preservation of all completed' books of record and registry belonging 
thereto; upon the completiOl;t of any such book of record and registry, the 
clerk of the city or tmvn, shall deposit the same in sl!ch safe or vault, and 
such books shall be kept in such safe or vault, except when required for 
use .. 
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BURIAL OF HONORABLY DISCHARGED SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. ARMORIES. 

SEC. 63; The clerks of all cities and towns shall, in the month of 
December in each year, make a return t~ the clerks of t1~e supreme judicial 
court in t11e several counties, showing t11e number and nature of such books 
of record and registry as are in ilieir custody, and where they are, kept and 
deposited; said return shall also show \yhere the books of the municip'al 

'officers and treasurer are kept and deposited. 
SEC. 64. 'Any city or town which neglects to p~rform the duties pre­

scribed by section sixty-two shalI forfeit for each month so neglecting, 
the sum of ten dolIars, one-half to the complainant and one-half to the 
county in which such city or town is located. 

BURIAL Of HONOR...-\BLY DISCHARGED SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 

SEC. 65. 'Vhenever any person who served in the army, navy or marine 
corps of the United States during the war of eighteen hundred and sixty­
one or during ilie war with Spain, and was honorably discharged there­
from, shall die, being at t11e time of his death a resident of iliis state and 
in destitute circumstances, the state shaIl pay the necessary expenses of 
his burial; or whenever the widow of any person who served in the army, 
navy or marine corps of the United States during the rebeIlion, and was 
honorably discharged t11erefrom shaIl die, being at the time of her deat11 a 
re~ident of iliis stat~ and being in destitute circumstances and having no 
kindred living within this state and of sufficient ability legally liable for 
her support, the state shall pay the necessary expenses of her burial; such 
expenses shaIl not exceed t11e sum of thirty-five doIlars in any case',.and 
t11e burial shaIl be in some cemet~ry not used exclusively for the burial 
of the pauper dead. ' 

SEC. 66. The municipal officers of the city or town in which such 
deceased resided at the time of his death, shaIl pay ilie expenses of his 
burial, and if he die in an unincorporated place, t11e town charged with 
t11e support of paupers in s~ch unincorporated place, shall pay such 
expenses, and in either case upon satisfactory proof by such town or city 
to the governor and council of the fact of such death and payment, the 
governor shaIl aut110rize the treasurer of state to refund said town or city 
the amount so 'paid, provided, however, that the person whose burial 
expenses are paid in accordance with t11e provisions of t11is section and t11e 
preceding section shaIl not be constituted a pauper thereby; said proof 
shaIl contain a certificate from t11e post commander of the post of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, located nearest th~ town or city which paid 
said burial expenses, stating t11at such person was an honorably discharged 
soldier or sailor and in destitute circumstances, or the widow of an honor­
ably discharged soldier or sailor and in d'estitute circumstances, 'and having' 
no kindred of sufficient ability, resident in this state legally liable for her 
burial expenses. ' 

SEC. 67. The legislature shall from time to time, appropriate the neces­
sary sum' of money for ilie purpose of carrying out the provisions of the 
two preceding sections. 

AIBIORIES .. 

SEC. 68. Municipal officers shaIl provide for each company of volunteer 
militia wiiliin ilieir towns, a suitable annory or place of deposit for t11e 
arms, equipments and equipage, furnished by the state. They shaIl also 
provide a suitable room for ilie safe keeping of books, the transaction of 
business, and ilie instruction of officers for e'ach regiment or separate 



COASTING. AUTHORITY TO RAISE .~IONEY. 

battalion of such militia located within their towns, and suitable places 
for their parade, target practice and drill. A reasonable compensation 
for rent of such armory, headquarters, or place of deposit, not exceeding 
one hundred dollars a year may be allowed from the state treasury t6 the 
town or city so furnishing such armory, headquarters or place of deposit. 

STREET COASTING AND SLIDING }'IAY BE RESTRICTED. 

SEC. 69. Municipal officers may designate public streets, roads or side­
walks whereon no person shalI slide with any vehicle under a penalty not 
exceeding five dollars and the forfeiture of the vehicle, to be recovered 
on complaint to the use of the town where the offense is committed. 

SEC. 70. vVhen streets, roads or sidewalks have been so designated, 
the municipal officers .shall cause such designation to be recorded in the 
records of the town, and their action shall be in force until modified or 
annulIed by like authority; police officers and constables shall enforce the 
preceding section. 

TOWNS MAY RAISE AND HOLD ?IONEY IN TRUST. 

SEC. 71. The voters, at a legal town meeting, may raise the necessary 
sums for the support of schools and the poor; ;making and repairing high­
ways, town ways and bridges; purchasing and fencing burying-grounds; 
purchasing or building and repairing 'a hearse and hearse-house, for the 
exclusive use of its citizens; and for other necessary town charges. (a) 

SEC. 72. Cities and towns may raise money to procure the writing and 
publication of their histories, to celebrate any centennial or other anni­
versary of the settlement or incorporation of such city or town, and to 
publish the proceedings of any such celebration, to defray the expenses 
of the qbservance of memorial day and of old home week, and a sum 
not exceeding fi:ve thousand dollars in anyone town for erecting a suit­
able monument in memory of the soldiers who sacrificed their lives in 
defense of tlleir country in tile war of eighteen hundred and sixty-one. 

SEC. 73. Any city or town which has a funded indebtedness may create 
a sinking fund for the payment and redemption of such indebtedness, may 
raise money by taxation for such purpose, and may purchase its own bonds 
as well as 9ther securities, and place them in such sinking fund. 

SEC. 74. Such sinking fund shall be used for no other purposes than 
those provided for in the preceding section, and any town officer who shall 
use or appropriate the moneys or securities which compose such sinking 
fund in any other manner or for any other purpose, than above provided, 
shall be punished by fine not exceeding two thousand' dollars or by 
imprisonment for not more than two years. 

SEC. 75. Cities and towns may issue and negotiate tlleir notes, bonds or 
scrip for refunding or paying in whole or in part, any indebtedness thereof, 
which has or may hereafter become due. 

SEC. 76. Municipal corporations may contract for a supply of water, 
gas and electric light for municipal uses for a term of years upon such 
terms as may be mutually agreed, from time to time renew the same, and 
may raise money therefor. All such contracts made prior to April twenty­
eight, nineteen hundred and three are confirmed and made valid . 

. (a.) See c. 23, § 70; c. 27, § II; 3 Me., '91, 195; 14 Me., 378; 20 :Me., 182; 
51 1I'Ie., 176; 52 Me., 597; 54 Me., 250; 63 Me., 236; 72 Me., 354, 522; 82 Me., 
44. As to power to aid in construction of railroads, see c. 51, §§ 41-46. 
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TOWNS. 

Sec. 77. The past acts of towns, in offering, paying and contracting to 
pay, and in raising and providi'ng means' to pay expenses for recruiting for 
their several quotas, or bounties to or for volunteers, drafted men or sub­
stitutes of drafted men, or enrolled men, mustered into or enlisted for the 
military or naval service of the United States, are valid, provided, that such 
acts have been done at meetings legally called and held in pursuance of 
warrants therefor, setting forth the purposes upon which such acts were 
based. All raxes assessed, contracts made, and notes and orders given by 
municipal officers in pursuance of votes passed at such meetings, are 
valid. (a) 

Sec. 78. Contracts made in pursuance of votes, passed at such meetings, 
by such municipal officers, or their agents, with any volunteer, drafted 
man or substitute, or with third persons, or associations, for providing 
means to pay bounties to volunteers, drafted men or substitutes, are valid. 

Sec. 79. 'Contracts heretofore made by such municipal officers, or by 
third persons, for any town, without previous authority, to pay bounties 
to or for volunteers, drafted men or substitutes, in or enlisted for the 
military or naval service of the United States, may be r·atified by any town 
at a legal meeting, called and notified as provided in section seventy-seven. 

Sec. 80. ';Vhenever the municipal officers of any city or town are noti­
fied in writing by the executors of any will, or by the trustees created by 
virtue of the terms thereof, that a devise or bequest in behalf of said city 
or town has been made upon conditions contained in said will, or by any 
individual, that he intends to make a conditional gift, in behalf of said city 
or town, the municipal officers of said city or town, shall, ,vi thin sixty 
days after said notice to them, call a legal meeting of the inhabitants of 
said city or town qualified to vote upon city or town affairs; provided, 
however, that in cities the acceptance of such devise, bequest or conditional 
gift may be by vote of the city council, instead of by the inhabitants at 
a special election, if the municipal officers so direct. The municipal officers 
shall give public' notice in their warrants, of the objects of said meeting 
of the inhabitants, and such other notice as they may deem proper. At 
such meeting, the said inhabitants, or the city council at a regular meeting, 
or at a special meeting called for that purpose, shall vote upon the accept­
ance of said devise or bequest or conditional gift, and if a majority of the 
legal voters, or of the members of the city council, present, then and there 
vote to accept said devise or bequest or conditional gift, in accordance with 
the terms contained' in said will, and upon the conditions made by the 
testator or by said individual, said municipal officers of s'aid city or town, 
shall forthwith n~tify said executors or trustees, or individual, in writing, 
of said acceptance by said city or town aforesaid, or the non-acceptance 
thereof. 

Sec. 81. vVhenever the executors or trustees, under any will have fully 
discharged their duties respecting the payment, delivery, or· otherwise, 
of any devise or bequest to' said city or town, or any such individual has 
made such contemplated conditional gift to said city or town, and said city 
or town has accepted said devise or bequest or conditional gift, in a-ccord­
ance with the conditions thereto attached, as set forth in the preceding sec­
tion, then said city or town shall perpetually comply with, and strictly 
maintain and keep all the conditions and terms upon which said devise or 
bequest or conditional gift was made; and any city or town so accepting 
said devise or bequest, or conditfonal gift and receiving the same, or enjoy-

(a.) 51 Me., 6ro; 52 Me., 596; 53 lVIe., 450, 576; 56 Me., 202, 45I; 59 file., 
316-17, 548; 60 Me., 122; 69 Me., 4I, 55; 75 Me., 74 
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ing the benefits therefrom, may raise money to carry into effect the 
requirements and terms upon which said devise or bequest or conditional 
gift was so accepted and received. The provisions of this and. the preced­
ing section shall apply only to devises and bequests and gifts, devised 'and 
bequeathed 'or given to cities and towns for educational, benevolent and 
charitable purposes and objects, or for the care, protection, repair and 
improvement of cemeteries owned by said cities or towns, or of cemetery 
lots owned by individuals. 

Sec. 82. Any city or town may receive money by donation or legacy 
in trust for benevolent, religious or educational purposes, for the erection 
and maintenance of monuments, and for the benefit of public cemeteries 
and lots therein; provided, that the city or town lawfully consents. 

Sec. 83. Interest shall be allowed if the fund is used by the city or 
town; and 'any city or town may use the principal of any trust fund for 
municipal purposes, if the town, or the city council of the city, votes to so 
use it, at a meeting called after due notice, at a rate of interest less than 
six per cent, if the party creating the trust so provides, or by an agree­
ment with the beneficiary, approved by a decree in equity of the supreme 
judicial court, or such city or town may procure a decree from the supreme 
judicial court sitting in equity, establishing the rate of interest that such 
city or town shall pay for the use of such fund, and the supreme judicial 
court is hereby given jurisdiction over the question of such use and rate 
of interest in such cases; otherwise, it shall be placed at interest or 
income, the city or town being responsible for its security. 

Sec. 84. The city or town, by its officers or agents, shall apply the fund 
or its income in accordance with the written directions of the donor or 
testator, made known at the time when the fund was accepted. 

Sec. 85. If the city or town fails to apply the fund or its income at the 
times and for the purposes prescribed in said directions, it reverts to the 
donor, if living; othenvise, to his heirs. 

PRoTECTION OF FISH. 

Sec. 86. Towns may raise by a two-thirds vote at their annual meeting, 
a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be expended by the municipal 
officers thereof or by a commissioner elected by the towns for the propa­
gation and protection of fish in public waters located wholly or partially 
within their respective limits. A report of the expenditures thereof shall 
be made at the next annual meeting by the officer or officers authorized to 
expend such appropriation. 

:MUNICIPAL FUJ;:L YARDS. 

Sec. 87. Any city or town may establish and maintain, within its limits, 
a permanent wood, coal and fuel yard, for the purpose of selling, at cost, 
wood, coal and fuel to its inhabitants. The term "at cost," as used herein, 
shall be .construed ·as meaning without financial profit. 

PUllLIC PARKS AND SQUAru;;s. 

Sec. 88. Cities and towns may choose by ballot, three park commis­
sioll(!rs, to hold office one, two. and three years, respectively, and after the 
first year choose annually a commissioner for three y'ears in place of the 
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DISORGANIZED TOWNS. 

one whose term expires; they shall have the care and superintendence of 
the public parks and direct the expenditures of all mon'eys 'appropriated 
for the improvement of the same. 

SEC. 89. Any city or town, containing more than one thousand inhab­
itants, upon petition in writing signed by at least thirty of its taxpaying 
citizens, directed to the municipal officers, describing the land to be taken 
as hereinafter provided, and the names of the owners thereof so far as 
they are known, at a meeting of such town, or of the mayor, aldermen and 
council of such city may direct such municipal officers to take suitable 
lands for public parks, squares or apublic library building; and thereupon 
such officers may take such land for such purposes, but not without consent 
of the owner, if at the time of filing such petition, with such officers, or in 
the office of the clerk of such town or city, such land is occupied by a 
dwelling-house wherein the owner or his family reside. 

SEC. 90. \iVhenever the municipal officers .of such city or town are 
directed to take land as provided in the preceding section, they shall, 
within ten days, give written notice of their intention to take such land, 
describing the same, and the time and place of hearing, by posting the same 
in two public places in the. town where the land lies, and in the vicinity 
thereof, and by publishing the same in a newspaper printed in such city 
or town, seven days before the day of such hearing, if any, otherwise, in a 
newspaper printed in the county where the land lies, three weeks succes­
sively, the last publication to be seven days before such hearing. The 
municipal officers shall meet at the time and place specified in the notice, 
view the land to be taken, hear all parties interested, and if they decide' 
that the land is suitable for the purpose, they shall take the same and esti­
mate the damages to be paid to each owner, so far as known, and make 

,return of their doings in writing, signed by a majority of them, which 
return shall describe by metes and bounds the land so taken, and state the 
purpose for which it is taken, the names of the owners, so far as known, 
and the amount of dap1ages awarded to each. ,The return shall be filed, 
'and recorded in the clerk's office of such city or town, and a copy thereof, 
certified by such clerk, shall 1i~ recorded in the registry of deeds for said 
county. 

SEC. 91; Any person aggrieved by the estimate of damages may have 
them determined by written complaint to the supreme judicial court in 
the manner provided respecting damages for the establishment of town 
ways. \iVhen such damages me finally determined, they shall be certified 
to the clerk of such city or town, and paid by the treasurer thereof. 

DISORGANIzED TOWNS. 

SEC. 92. vVhere towns are disorganized by a repeal of their charters, 
and their liabilities are excepted and reserved by the repealing act, legal 
service of process to collect such liabilities may' be made on any inhabi­
tant of lawful age resident in the territory included in said town, as pro­
vided for service of such process against towns; provided, that there are 
no legal officers in said territory on whom senTice can be made. This sec­
tion extends to school districts in said towns so far as applicahle. 
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TOWN, VILLAGE AND CITY BY-LAWS AND ORDINANCES. 
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SEC. 93· Towns, cities and village corporations may make by-laws or By-laws of 

ordinances, not inconsistent with law, and enforce them by suitable pen- towns, cities 
and villages. 

alties, for the purposes and with the limitations following: (a) R. S., c. 3, § 59. 

I. For managing their prudential affairs, with penalties not exceeding 
For manag­

five dollars for one offense, subject to the approval of the county com- ing pruden-

missioners, or a judge of the supreme judIcial court. (b) tial affairs. 

II. For establishing police regulations, for the prevention of crime, 
protection of property, and preservation of good order, and to regulate 
the use and manner of the use of bicycles in the streets in the night time. 

III. Respecting infectious diseases and health. (c) 
IV. For regulating the going at large of dogs. (d) 
V. Respecting the measure and sale of wood, bark and coal brought 

to market, and teams coming therewith. (e) 
VI. For setting off p,ortions of their streets for sidewalks, keeping 

them clear of snow and other obstructions, regulating the use thereof, and 
for planting and preserving trees by the side thereof, and for the proper 
protection and care of public parks and squares within the same a~d all 
monuments, statues and erections thereon. (f) 

VII. Respecting the location and protection of monuments, boundary­
stones, curb-stones, stepping-stones or horse-blocks, trees, lamp-posts, posts 
and hydrants, and all other things placed within the limits of their roads, 
ways and streets, by municipal authority and for legitimate municipal pur­
poses; and no such objects placed as aforesaid, if located in accordance 
with such by-laws and ordinances, shall be deemed defects in such road, 
way or street. 

VIII. Respecting the erection of buildings therein, and defining their 
proportions, dimensions and the material to be used in the construction 
thereof; and any building erected contrary \0 a by-law or ordinance 
adopted under this specification is a nuisance. 

IX. For the regulation of all vehicles used therein, by est~blishing the 
rates of rare, routes and places of standing, and in any other respect; but 
by-laws and ordinances for this purpose shall be published one week at 
least before they tal;<:e effect, in some newspaper printed therein, or if there 
is no newspaper printed therein, such by-laws and ordinances shall be 
posted at least one week before they take effect, in two public and con­
spicuous places therein, and published once in some newspaper printed 
in the county in which said town is situated; and penalties for their bre.ach 
shall not exceed twenty dollars for one offense, to be recovered by com-
plaint to the use of such city, town or corporation. 

X. For protection of persons against injury from the sliding of snow 
and ice from roofs of buildings; but the municipal authorities, shall notify 
the owners of the buildings of by-laws or ordinances adopted under this 
specification, and if such owners do not comply with them in thirty. days 
after notice,. they shall be liable for all injury sustained by any person 
in consequence thereof; and said authorities, at the expense of their cities, 

(a) 36 ide., 320; 70 Me., 522. 
(b) See c. 15, § 46; c. 20, § 17; C. 22, §§ 7, 10, 26-30; c. 28, §§ 1,20,23; 93 

:Me., 77. 
(c) R. S., c. 14, § 36; see c. 18, § 30, If v; c. 19, § 17. 
(d) See §§ 52-61. 
(e) See c. 42, § 1. 
(f) 37 Me., 331; 78 Me., 31; 85 Me., 388. 
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POLICE OFFICERS. WHARVES AND WEIRS. 

towns or corpomtions, may place the required guards or other obstruc­
tions on the roofs of such buildings, and the reasonable charges therefor 
may be recovered of such owners. 

XI. Cities may establish localities for, and regulate the sale of fresh 
!lleat and fish therein, and fix penalties for breach thereof. 

XII. Cities may establish ordinances regulating the purchase and sale 
of articles usually bought by old junk dealers and dealers in second-hand 
articles, and the pawning of articles with pawnbrokers, and may therein 
prescribe conditions to be observed by buyers and sellers, pawners and 
pawnbrokers, to prevent or detect the sale or purchase of stolen gool:ls; 
and suitable penalties may be prescribed in such ordinances. 

XIII. Cities may establish ordinances requiring all persons selling 
milk therein to be licensed, and may prescribe in such ordinances the terms 
and c'onditions upon which such licenses may be granted, when and how 
such licenses may be revoked, and may prescribe penalties for violations 
of such ordinances. No person, unless so licensed, shall sell milk in any 
city where a license is required as herein provided. 

POLICE OFFICERS. 

SEC. 94. The selectmen of towns may appoint and shall control and 
fix the compensation of police officers. Such appointment shall be in writ­
ing, signed by a majority of the selectmen and recorded by the town clerk, 
'and shall be for such time not exceeding one year as the selectmen shall 
determine. 

SEc. 95. Police officers so appointed shall severally have all the powers 
of a constable in criminal matters, within the limits of the town, and may 
be removed by the selectmen when they shall deem that the interests of 
the town require such removal. 

WHARVES AND FISH WEIRs. 

SEC. 96. Any person intending to build or extend any wharf or fish 
weir in tide w'aters, within the limits of any city or town, may apply in 
writing to the municipal officers thereof, stating the location, limits and 

,boundaries, as nearly as may be, of such intended erection or extension, 
and asking license therefor. Upon receiving such application, said officers 
shall give at least thr'ee days' public notice thereof, and shall therein 
designate a day on which they shall meet on or near the premises described, 
and 'examine the same. If upon such examination and hearing of all 
parties interested, s'aid' officers decide that such erection or extension 
would not be an obstruction to navigation, or an injury to the rights of 
others, and determine to allow the same, they shall issue a license under 
their hands to the applicant, authorizing him to make said erection or 
extension, 'and to maintain the same within the limits mentioned in such 
license. 

SEC. 97. In any river or tide water lying between two towns or cities, 
no such wharf or fish weir shall be erected without the consent of the 
municipal officers of both; and in no case shall any wharf be extended 
beyond any wharf lines heretofore legally established. 

SEC. 98. The application 'and petition aforesaid, with the notice and 
proceedings thereon, and the license granted, shall be recorded in said 
town. IReasonable compensation shaH be paid by said petitioner to the 
municipal officers for their services and expenses, and to the clerk for 



HARJlOR MASTERS. 

recording, and if license is granted, five do11ars additional sha11 be paid 
therefor by said petitioner to said town. 

SEc. 99· No fish weir or wharf sha11 be extended, erected or main­
tained, except in accordance with this chapter; and no fish weir or wharf 
sha11 be erected or maintained in tide waters below low water mark in front 
of the shore or flats of another without the owner's" consent, under a 
penalty of fifty .do11ars for each offense to be recovered in an action of 
debt by the owner of said shore or flats; but this chapter does not apply to 
weirs, the materials of which are chiefly removed annua11y, provided that 
they do not obstruct navigation, nor" interfere with the rights of others. 
This section sha11 not affect any wharves so erected or maintained on the 
twenty-first day of April, nineteen hundred and one. 

HARBOR MASTERS. 

SEC. IOO. Selectmen of towns, on request by any person desiring moor­
ing privileges or regulation of mooring privileges for boats or vessels, 
sha11 annua11y appoint a harbor master who sha11 be subject to a11 the 
duties and liabilities of said office as prescribed by law, and in case of 
the failure or refusal "of said harbor master to perform said duties, he 
shall be s1}bject to a fine of twenty-five dollars, for the benefit of the town, 
for each wilful neglect or refusal to attend the same. The selectmen may 
establish his compensation "and may for cause by them declared in writing, 
after due notice to such officer and hearing thereon, if requested, remove 
him and appoint another in his stead. 

SEc. IOI." The municipal authorities of all maritime towns and plan­
tations may make rules and regulations for the keeping open of convenient 
channels for the passage of vessels in the harbors and waterways of the 
towns for which they act, and may establish the boundary lines of such 
channels, and assign suitable portions of their harbors for anchorages. 

SEC. I02. 'Such rules and regulations as may be made by such municipal 
authorities shall be enforced and carried out by the harbor master of said 
town, who may appoint a deputy to actin case of his absence or disability. 

SEC. 103. In a11 harbors wherein channel lines have been established 
by the municipal authorities, as provided in section one hundred and one, 
and in all other harbors where mooring rights of individuals are claimed 
to be invaded and protection is sought of the harbor master, he shall 
assign and indicate to the master or owner of boats and vessels the loca­
tion which they may occupy with or for mooring purposes, the kind of 
mooring to be used, and sha11 change "the location of said moorings from 
time to time when the crowded condition of such harbor or other condi­
tions render such change desirable; he sha11 assign moorin"g privileges in 
such waters in all cases where individuals who own the shore rights or 
have 'an interest in the same are complainants, and shall locate suitable 
mooring privileges therefor for boats and vessels, temporarily or perma­
nently as the case may be, fronting their land, if so requested, but not 
thereby to encroach upon the natural channel, or channels established by 
municipal 'authorities. The municipal officers shall fix the compensation 
of the harbor master for such services rendered. 

SEC. I04. In case of the neglect or refusal of the master or owner of 
any boat or vessel, to remove his mooring or to replace it by one of 
different character," when so directed by the harbor master, said harbor 
master sha11 cause said mooring to be removed, or sha11 make such change 
in the character thereof as required, and sha11 co11ect from the master or 
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TOWN LINtS. 

owner of such boat or vessel the sum of two dollars for either of such 
ser~:ices rendered, and also the necessary expenses. 

Stc .. IOj. Such harbor master shall, upon complaint to him by the 
master, owner or agent of any vessel, cause any other vessel or vessels 
obstructing the free movement or safe anchorage of such vessel to remove 
to a position to be designated by him, and to cause, without any complaint 
being made to him, any. vessels anchoring within the channel lines as 
established by the municipal 'authorities as provided in section one hundred 
and one to remove to such anchorage as he may designate. 

,stc. ra6. If such vessel has no crew Dn board, or if the master or other 
person in charge neglects or refuses to move such vessel as directed by the 
harbor master, then and in that case such harbor master may put a suitable 
crew on board and move such vessel to a suitable berth at a wharf or 
anchorage at the cost and risk of the owners thereof, and shall charge 
two dollars, to be paid by the master or owner of such vessel, which charge 
together with the cost of the crew for removing such vessel the harbor 
master may collect by suit. 

Stc. 107. Harbor masters may arrest and deliver to the police author­
ities on shore any person committing an assault upon them or another 
person acting under their authority. 

TOWN LINtS. 

Stc. ra8. Lines between towns shall be run once every five years, 
except as mentioned in ·the two following sections. The municipal officers 
of the oldest town shall give ten days' notice in writing to such officers of 
the ·adjoining towns of the time and place of meeting for perambulation; 
and each officer who neglects to notify or attend in person, or by substi­
tute, forfeits ten dollars, two-thirds to the town whicg complies with its 
duty, and one-third to any· two or more of said officers of the town comply­
ing, to be recovered within two years after the forfeiture is incurred; and 
the proceedings of such officers, after every such renewal of boundaries, 
shall be recorded in their town books. 

Stc. ra9. Towns, which, since March twenty-two, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-eight, have perambulated, or shall perambulate their lines as 
by law prescribed, and set up stone monuments, at least two feet high, at 
all the angles, and where the lines cross h.ighways, or on or near the banks 
of all rivers, bays, lakes or ponds, which said lines cross, or which bound 
s'aid lines, are exempt from the duty of perambulating said lines, except 
once every ten years, commencing ten years from the time that the stone 
monuments were so erected. ' 

Stc. no. \Vhen a town petitions the supreme judicial court, stating 
that a controversy exists between it and an adjoining town respecting a 
town line, and praying that it may be run, the court, after due notice to 
all parties concerned, may appoint three commissioners, who shall, after 
giving notice of the time and place of meeting, to all persons interested, 
ascertain and determine the lines in dispute, and describe them by courses 
and distances, and make, set and mention in their return, suitable monu­
ments and marks for the permanent establishment thereof, and make dupli­
cate returns of their proceedings; one of which shall be returned to the 
court, and the other to the office of the secretary of state; and such lines 
shall be deemed in every court and for every purpose the dividing lines 
between such towns. 



TOWN OFFICERS. PLANTATIONS. 

SEC. III. The court may allow the commissioners a proper compen­
sation for their services, and issue a warrant of distress for its collection 
from said towns in equ'al proportions. 

PENALTY FOR NEGLECT OF DUTY BY TOWN OFFICERS. 

SEC. II2. Every town officer, who neglects any duty lawfully required. 
of hirb, forfeits not exceeding twenty dollars for every such neglect, when 
no other penalty is provided, to be recovered in an action of debt in the 
name and to the use of the town, by the treasurer thereof. 

PLANTATIONS. 

SEC. II3. Commissioners of counties c.ontaining unincorporated town­
ships, shall, at the expiration of every period of five years from March, 
t;ighteen hundred and sixty-one, determine from the United States census, 
when taken the preceding year, and by actual enumeration when not so 
taken, what townships have not less than two hundred inhabitants, arid 
make a suitable description and designation thereof, and return them to 
the secretary of state, to be by him recorded., 

SEc. II4. Immediately after making such return, said commissioners 
shall issue their warrant to one of the principal inhabitants of each of 
such unincorporated townships, commanding him to notify the inhabitants 
thereof qualified to vote for governor, to assemble on a day and at 'a place 
named in the warrant, to choose a moderator, clerk, three assessors, treas­
urer, collector of faxes, constable, superintending school committee and 
other necessary pIantation officers. Notice of such meeting shall be given 
by posting an attested copy of the warrant therefor in two public and con­
spicuous places in the township fourteen days before the day of meeting. 
The warrant with such inhabitant's return ther~on shall be returned to 
the meeting, and the above named officers shall be chosen arid sworn. 

SEC. lIS. But any unincorporated or unorganized township containing 
any number of inhabitants may be organized as follows: one or more of 
the county commissioners on written application, signed by three or more 
persons qualified to be voters, inhabitants of any unincorporated or unor­
ganized township in their county, may issue· a warrant to one of them, 
requiring him to warn a meeting of the voters of such place residing within 
th.e limits described in the warrant; or, \"hen a state or county tax is laid 
on such place: the treasurer of state or said commissioners without applica­
tion therefor, may issue such warrant to one of the principal inhabitants 
of such pla,ce; and in either case the warrant, notice of meeting, and pro­
ceedings therein shall be the same as provided in the preceding section. 

Note. As to penulty for misconduct of moderutors, see § 33; c. 5, § 46; of town clerks, 
§ 2i; c. 5, § 46; of municipul officers und town clerk for neglect of duties as to selection of 
jurors, c. IDS, §§ 16,20; of muuicipul officers una constubles fol' neglect of duties us to 
mobs, c. lU, § 11; of constubles fnr not returning wurrunt to notify officers of election, § 25; 
for neglect of duties us to selection of jurors, c. IDS, § Ii; for fuilure to execnte coroner's 
wurrunt, c. 140, § 2; of city officers for neglect us to registrution of voters, c. 5, § 29; of 
city, town und plun.tution officers for refusing to ullow uccess tn town uooks or reports, 
§ 41; for neglect of duty us to registrution of clogs, § oi; for improper use of sinking fund, 
§ i4; for neglecting to uttend perumuulution of town lines, § IDS; for refnsingto:ue sworn, 
§ 26; c.9, §§ 99,100, 106; c. 42, § 24; c. 44, § 6; for using im proper uullot uoxes und improperly 

~ receiving votes, c. 6, §§ 44, 83, 91; for illegul conduct reluting to elections, c. 6, §§ 32, is to 
100, inclusive; for refusing to assess tuxes, c, 9, §§ 93,94-, S5; for nlisnpplicntion of certain 
tines, c. 20, § 4; for refUSing to prosecute persous for sate of intoxicuting liquors, c. 29, § 65; 
for not uppointing seruer of weiguts und meusures, c. H, § 5; of town treusnrers for wil­
fully wituholding deeds of lunds soW for tuxes, c. 10, § ~2; for neglect of duties us to 
weights und meusures, c. H, § 4; Of conFtubles und collectors of tuxes, for refusing to give 
receipts, c. 10,. § 16; for neglecting to muke exhibit to municipul officers once in two 
months, c. 10, § 35; for neglecting to puy over ~oney collectecl, c.IO, § 3i; of fence viewers, 
c. 26, §§ 37, 39; of fire wuras, c. 2S, § 6; of uuctroneers, c. 36, §§ 3, 4, 5; of municipulofficers 
und fire engineers for neglect of duty us to protection aguinst fire, c. 28, § 44; for neglect 
to report or investigate fires, c. 28, § 53; of roua commissioner for neglect of duty, c. 23, § 66. 
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56 Me., 31. 
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40 Me., 218. 
64 Me., 265-6. 
83 Me., 367. 
See c. 9, § 103. 
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R. S., c. 3, § 78. 
20 Me., 298. 

-valuation. 

PLANTATIONS. 

SEC. II 6. At the time and place appointed for meetings for the organ­
ization of plantations under the tW9 preceding sections, a moderator shall 
be chosen by ballot by the voters present, to preside at such meeting, and 
the person to whom the warrant was directed shall preside until such 
moderator is chosen and by such person sworn. A clerk, three assessors, 
treasurer and superintending school committee, shall be chosen by ballot, 
and sworn by the moderator or a justice of the peace. Other plantation 
officers may be chosen by ballot, or other method agreed on by vote of the 
meeting, and shall be sworn as above named. 

SEC. Il7. Upon the organization of a plantation, the clerk and assessors 
shall transmit to the secretary of state, to be by him recorded, a cer­
tified copy of all.proceedings had in effecting such organization, including· 
the petition, if any, the warrant' issued therefor and the return thereon, 
and the record of the meeting held in pursuance thereof, and a written 
description of the limits of the plantation; and thereupon all laws appli­
cable to organized' plantations shall apply to plantations organized as 
herein provided; but pIantations organized upon applications of three or 
more citizens as above provided, shall not be required to pay state or 
county taxes unless by special order of the legislature. 

SEC. 118. Organized. plantations shall hold their aunual meeting in 
:March, and choose a clerk, three assessors, treasurer, collector of taxes, 
constable, superintending. school committee, one or more surveyors of 
lumber, and two or more fence viewers; and when money is raised for 
repair of ways and bridges, may choose one or three road commissioners, 
as towns may do. 

SEC. Il9. Clerks of organized plantations shall make return to the 
secretary of state on blanks by him furnished for that purpose, on or before 
the first day of September, aunually, of the names of the assessors and 
clerks of their several plantations, and that the same. have been sworn. 
When such return is not made by any such plantation, the secretary of 
state shall not furnish it with blanks for election returns, and no votes 
purporting to be cast by such plantation shall be counted or allowed by the 
governor and council. When a plantation is organized after the first day 
'of July, such return is not required to be made by the clerk thereof during 
that year; but the votes of such plantations shall not be counted or -allowed 
by the governor and council for any purpose, during the year of its organ­
ization, unless it is organized at least sixty days prior to the second Mon~ 
day in September. 

SEC. 120. Laws relating to calling, notifying and conducting town 
meetings, and to the elections, appointment, qualifi<;ation, duties, powers, 
compensation, liabilities and penalties for official neglect and misconduct 
of' town officers, apply to plantations and their officers, so far 'as appli­
cable thereto, except when specially othenvise provided. Voters in plan­
tations are liable to the same penalties for unlawful voting as voters in 
towns. (a) 

SEC. 121. Assessors of plantations shall be considered the selectmen 
thereof, for the purpose .of performing such duties as selectmen of towns 
perform. Treasurers, collectors and constables of plantations, shall give 
such bond as such officers 0'£ to,vns ate required to give, tb be approved 
in like mauner. The valuation of property for the assessment of taxes 
in plantations, as well as the assessment, collection and disposal thereof, 
shall be the same as in towns. 

(al As to calling meetings and choice of Officers, sec §§ 2 to 33. As to elections in 
plantations, see c. 6, §§ 118 to 122. As to penalties, see § 112, ulso c, 6, §§ 78 to 100; c.9, §§ 100 
to 103; c. 10, §§ 17, 59; 56 Me., 31. 



PLANTATIONS. 

S:ec. I22. The assessors first chosen in plantations organized under 
section one hundred and fourteen, shall immediately take an inventory of 
the polls and valuation of the property therein, as the same are taken in 
towns, and return them on or before the fifteenth day of May following 
their election, to the county commissioners of their county, who may 
examine and correct the same so as to make it conform to the last state 
valuation, and return a copy of such corrected valuation'to the treasurer 
of state, and thereupon their ratable proportion according to such valu­
ation, of all state and county taxes, shall be assessed on such plantations 
in the same manner as on towns; and such plantations, and also such as 
may by special order of the legislature be required to pay state or county 
taxes, may raise money by taxation for making and repairing ways in 
compliance with chapter twenty-three, sections forty-one and ninety-two. 
Such inventory and valuation in any plantation shall be so taken, cor­
rected and returned to the treasurer of state, whenever required by him. 

SEC. I23. All plantations may raise and expend money for the support 
of schools, and making and repairing schoolhous~s, as provided in chapter 
'fifteen, sections thirteen, ninety-two mid ninety-three; for support of the 
poor, as provided in chapter twenty-seven, section fifty; and sums neces-
sary for legal plantation expenses. (a) _ 

'S:ec. 124. Organized plantations shall not be composed of more than 
one township; and when organized under section one hundred and four­
teen, former organiz:ations cease. 

S:ec. 125. ''lhen towns are incorporated, the assessors thereof shall 
return to the county commissioners of their county the original valuation 
first taken in their towns, on or ·before the fifteenth day of May next fol­
lowing their incorporation, and said valuation shall be examined, corrected 
and a copy ·thereof returned to the treasurer of state, to become the basis 
-of state and county taxes in the same manner as the valuations of plan­
tations, as provided in section one hundred and twenty-two. 

SEC. 126. 1£ such valuation is not made and returned by any town or 
plantation within the time specified, the county commissioners shall appoint 
three suitable persons of the county to be assessors therein, who shall be 
sworn and make and return the inventory and valuation required, within 
the time fixed by said commissioners; and such valuation shall be 
e:h."amined, corrected and a copy thereof returned to the treasurer of state 
and become a basis for the assessment of state and county taxes, in the 
same manner as if the valuation had been taken by the assessors chosen 
by said town or plantation. 

S:ec. 127. Assessors appointed under the preceding section, shall be 
paid from the county treasury a reasonable compensation for their ser­
vices, to be determined by the county commissioners, and any sum so paid 
shall be added to the county tax apportioned to such town or plantation, 
and shall be collected and paid into the treasury in the same manner as 
county taxes. 

S:ec. I28. Plantations organized upon application of three or more 
inhabitants, may at any time be reorganized under this chapter., 

(a) See c. 9, §§ lOa to 106; 7 Me., 125, 133; 14 Me., 24; 20 Me., 298; 52 Me., 
595, 598 ; 54 Me., 250. 

Note. Election of scbool committee, c.I5, § 29;.of superintendent of schools, c. 15, § 34; 
of :fire wards, c. 28, § 6. 

Dnties of mnnicipal oflicer~ as to lists of voters, c.5, § 35, et seq.; as to elections, c. 6, 
§ 35, et seq.; as to forest :fire wardens, c. 7, § 52; as to cliseased cattle aud borses, c. 19, §§ 15 
to 25; as to licensing auctioneers, c. 36, § 1; pawnbrokers, c. 3i, § 1; innbolrlers aud vict­
ualers, c. 29, § 1; public exhibitions, c. 31; sale of :fire.works, c. 129, § 18; appointment of 
liquOl' agent, c. 29, § 26; inspectors of fionr, c. 39, § 1; inspectors of mUk, c. 39, § 9; meas­
nrers of salt, corn and grain, c. 3D, § 38, inspectors of oils, c. 40, § 9; inspectors of leather, 
c.40, § 15; 'sealers of weights and measnres, c. 44, § 5; in~pectors of vinegar, c. 129, § 17. 
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