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ERRATA: 
The following two leaves are 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 



ERRORS. 

ERROR IN THE TEXT OF THE REVISED STATUTES. 

Page 63, § 3, line one.-Erase the last word "may." 

ERHOR IN THE TEXT OF THE REPEALING ACT. 

Page 999.-Transfer "Chapter 48, Section 6, of an act to facilitate the prompt administration of jus
tice by establishing a superior comt ill Kennebec County," from the year 1879 to 1878. 

ERROR IN THE COMMISSIONER'S NOTES. 

Pages 177, 178.-Erase the last two lines of page 177, and the first three lines of page 178. 

ERRORS IN THE MARGINAL REFERENCES. 

Page 59, § 6, ~ xx.-Erase "R. S.; c. 1, ~ xx", and supply, at the bottom of the page, "R. S., c. 1, § 4" 
66, § 24.-Erase "Resolve Qf 1837, c. 52." 
69, § 44.-Supply "Resolve of 1840, c. 107." 
72, § 68.-Erase "See c. 6, §§ 40-67." 
" § 70.-Erase "R. S., c; 2, § 6ft" 

" 79, § 12, (note b).-"See c. 18, § 73" should read "See c. 18, § 75." 
"See c. 30, § 15" should read "See c. 30, § 16." 

" "§ 14.--Supply "See c. 18, § 75." 
" 83, § 4O.-"R. S., c. 3, § 34:" should read "R. S., c. 3, § 33." 

84, § 46.-"See c. 18, § 67" should read "See c. 18, § 59.". 
86, § 59, ~ i, (note b).-·'See c. 17, §§ 25-29" should read "See c. 17, §§ 27, 28." 

" ~ vi, (note e).-"See c. 18, § 15" should read "See c. 18, § 17." 
" 92, note.-"c. 18, §§ 39; 103" should read "c. 18, §§ 39, 97." 

97, § 16.-Erase "R. S., c. 4, § 16." 
" 108, § 86.-"Lb·t. ii, § 2" should read "Art. ii, § 1, ~ 2." 
" 117, § 28.-Erase the fu'st reference to "1878, c. 31, § 1." Also erase "R. S., c. 5, § 26." 
" 176, § 27.-"Resolve 0/1883, c. 20" should read ''Resolve cif 1883, c. 86." 
" 183, § 5.-"See § 93, "ii 6" should read "See § 93, "ii v." 
" 202, § 102.-"1883, c. 229" should read "See c. 115, § I." 
" 209, § 1.--Supply "1880, c. 215." 
" 210, § 7.--Supply "1880, c. 215." 
" 249, § 44.-"1575, c. 25, § 6" should read "1875, c. 25, § 6." 
" 270, § Ift--Supply "1880, c. 215." 
" 330, § 26.-"See c. 40, § 77" shouJd read "See c. 40, § 74." 

" § 28.-"See c. 40, § 38" should read "See c. 40, §§ 33, 40." 
" 374, § 23.-"See § 17". should read "1880, c. 234, § 1." 
" 384, § B.-Add "1883, c. 138, § 3." 

"1883, c. 144, § 4." 
" 506, § J,.--Supply "See 1880, c. 215." 
" 642, § 80, bottom of the page.--Supply "1878, c. 48, § 6." 
" 709, § 105.-"See c. 134, § 18" should read "See c. 134, § 19." 
" 773, '§ -±2.--Supply "1883, c. 198, § 2." 
" 80±, § 35.-"See c. 134, § 26". should read "c. 134, § 26." 

" 861, § l_"R. S., c. 2, § 20." 1 should read "1883 c 'N1" . "R. S., c. 115, § 1." , , . _.iJ • 
" 862, § 4.-"See c. 63, §§ 32 to 39" should read "See c. 63, § 35." 



1436 ERRORS. 

ERRORS IN CITATIONS OF CASES. 

Page 10, § 8, '1T iii, (note c).-"14 Pet., 50!" should read "14 Pet., 540." 
16, § 1, (note b).-"lO JJle., 483" should read "10 Me., 283." 
78, § 5, (note a).-"13 "lIe., 472, 489" shouid read "13 Me., 472." 

" "§ 7, (note b).-"12 "lIe., 589" should read "12 Me., 489." 
" 147, § 97.-"58 "lIe., 528" should read "58 Me., 532." 
" 16B, § I.-"G-! JJle., 549" should l'ead "G-! Me., 599." 
" 200, § 93, "if iv.-Erase "20 "lIe., 545." 
" 211, § 19.-"3 JJle., 3±7" should read "3 Me., 249." 
" .241, § 5, (note b).-"6S "lIe., 28" should read "63 Me., 28." 
" 257, § 80, (note a), Construction of ways.-"26 :DIe., 340" should read "26 Me., 240." 

'" 397, § 1, (note a.J.-Erase "66 :DIe., 526." 
521, § 2, (note a).-Erase "60 JJle., 377." 

" § 9.-Erase "60 "lIe., 533." 
" 563, § 10.-"31 JJIIl., 286" should read "31 :DIe., 254." 
" 597, § 23.-"4 Me., 19" should read "4 Me., 8." 
" 705, § 78.-"43 Mil., 438"'sl!ould read "48 Me., 488." 
" 728, § 12.-Erase "68 JJle., 30." 
" '750, § 5.-Erase "20 "lIe., 325." 
" 765, § 1, (note a).-Ei·ase "73 "lIe., 228." 
" 814, § 19, (note c).-Erase "71 JJle., 543." 
" 817, § 8, (note b).-"27 :DIe., 363" should read "27 Me., 362." 
" 885, § I.-Erase "62 JJle., 285." 
" 886, §. 8.-"36 ~lIe., 225" should read "36 Me., 227." 
" 933, § 4.-"34 "lIe., 478" should reml "39 Me., 478." 

OMISSION IN REFERENCE INDEX TABLE,. PART I. 

Page 1060.-Supply "1878, c. 48, § 6," with a reference to "R. S., c. 77, § 80." 

fARMINGTON STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 
LIBPtP~RY 



TITLE II.] . EDUCATION. 

TITLE TWO. 
Provisions respecting education, religious instruction, public 

health, convenience, support of the poor and police. 

CHAP. 11. Education of youth. 

SEC. 

12. Parishes, meeting-houses, ministerial and school lands and funds. 
13. The practice of medicine and surgery. 
14. Contagious diseases. . 
15. Burying grounds. 
16. Drains and common sewers. 
17. Nuisances. 
18. Ways. 
19. The law of the road. 
20. Ferries. 
21. Work-houses. 
22. Fences, common fields, and drainage of salt marshes. 
23. Pounds and impounding beasts. 
24. Paupers, their settlement and support. . 
25. Keeping watch and ward in towns, and of disorders in streets and public 

places. 
26. Engine men, fires and the prevention of fires. 
27. Innholders and victualers. Intoxicating liquors. 
28. Apothecaries, and the sale of poisons. 
29. Public exhibitions, bowling alleys, and billiard rooms. 
30. 1llischievous dogs, wolves and bears; moose, deer, and other wild game. 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 

CHAPTER 11. 

EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 

DUTms OF TOWNS. 

Towns may at annual meeting fL-o;;: the number and limits of school districts. 
How they may be changed. School in small district may be suspended. 

Remote portions of town may be omitted in districting. 
Town may abolish its school districts. Proceedings. 
Towns may at annual meeting choose school agents. Vacancies. 
Town may empower district agents to employ teachers. 
Towns to raise money for schools. Forfeiture for neglect. 
School fund and mill-tax to be withheld from delinquent towns. 
Towns may provide school books. 
School committees may provide for the distribution and preservation of 

school books. 
Parent or guardian to be taxed for books, &c., lost or damaged. 
Cities or towns may instruct in industrial or mechanical drawing. 
Apportionment of school money. 
Certificate to be returned by municipal officers to state superintendent. 
Superintendent to furnish blanks to municipal officers. 
Duty of assessors when school agent fails to return number of scholars. 

Appol:tionment'of money to districts. 

179 

CHAP.n. 
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CHAP.lI. SEC. 16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 

20. 
21. 

22. 
23. 

SEC. 24. 

25. 
26. 
27. 

EDUCATION. [TITLE II. 

Towns, raising more money than required, may direct its apportionment. 
No school money to be paid except on written order of municipal officers. 
Towns to choose superintending committee or supervisor. Vacancies. 
Superintending school committee may appoint one of their number to per-

form certain duties. 
Penalty for town failing to choose committee or supervisor. 
Towns may make by-laws concerning truants, to be approved by judge 

of supreme comt. Penalty for breach thereof. . 
Shall appoint persons to make complaints of violation of by-laws. 
Truant children may be placed in suitable institutions. 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

Childl'en between nine and fifteen years of age, required to attend a public 
school twelve weeks yearly. Exceptions. 

Penalty imposed on delinquent parent, guardian, &c. 
Penalty for delinquent boy. 
School committee or town officer to enforce the foregoing. 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 28. State aid extended to towns maintaining free high schools. Conditions. 

SEC. 

29. 

30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
M. 
35. 

36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 

40. 

41. 
42. 
43. 
<H. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 

Amount. 
A town may establish two free high schools. Adjoining towns or one or 

more school districts may establish one. Gifts and bequests to be faith
fully expended. 

Location of free high schools. How supplied and funushed. 
Comse of study. Out of town pupils to pay for tuition. 
Free high schools subject to school laws, and school committee. Exceptions. 
Towns may raise money to support free high schools. 
A town may employ an academy for that ·purpose. 
Superintending co=ittees to make annual retill'ns. State superintendent 

to certify amount to which town is entitled. Appeal to governor and 
council. Penalty for cheating the state. 

Trustees of academies may surrender property to town for such school. 
Property, how conveyed. 
Income, how applied. Qualification of pupils, how determined. 
Non-residents to pay tuition. 

POWERS A.,.'U) OBLIGATIONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

School districts legally organized, declared corporations. Executions 
against them satisfied as against towns. 

Who are legal voters. 
District meetings, how ·called. 
Notice, how given. Return of proper officers, evidence of notice. 
Meetings held prior to March 20, 1860, made valid. 
District may determine manner of notifying meetings. 
Moderator to be chosen: Clerk to be chosen and sworn. 
Districts shall choose a school agent. 
Powers of a district. May raise money, determine location of school

houses, dispose of same, regulate adlnission of youth, and instruct super
intending committee or supervisor what time schools shall begin. May 
allow school-houses to be used for religious meetings, and lectill'es. 

49. Districts having graded schools may raise money. 
50. May choose committee to regulate money affairs. 
51. Minority, not satisfied with sum raised. may appeal to town. Proceedings. 
52. When the erection, repairing, renting, or pmchasing of a school-house may 

be ordered and completed by the town. 
53. Money, how raised and expended in a district having no voters. 
54. Districts may unite for support of union school for advanced scholars. Pro

vision, if more than one fowi;h of voters present object. 
55. Districts may unite for maintaining graded schools. Proceedings. 
56. Location or removal of school-houses may be determined by municipal 

officers in case of disagreement. Proceedings. 
57. Proceedings when owner of lot selected for school-house refuses to sell. 

Land to revert to owner in case of discontinuance. 
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SEC. 58. Owner of land may have jury trial. Costs, by whom paid. CRAP. 11. 
59. Erroneous location of school-house lots re-established and made valid. 

Proceedings for l'e-appraisement. 
60. Selectmen to give notice in writing to all parties interested. 
61. How sum appraised shall be assessed and collected. 
6:J. Any tender thereon to be allowed toward payment. 
63. Land owners, or district may appeal. 
64. Imprnvements to inure to town or district making them. 
65. Legality of school-house tax not affected by error in location of lot. 
66. Plan for erection or reconstruction of school-house, to be approved by 

superintending school committee. 
67. Pistrict may determine proportion: of money for summer schools. 
68. May direct what scholars shall attend school of master and of mistress. 
69. Districts where more than one school is kept, may choose committee to 

classify scholars. Copy of report to be sent to state superintendent. 
70. May appropriate for library and apparatus, not exceeding one tenth of 

school money. Adjacent districts may unite for this purpose. 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS FORMED FROM Two OR MORE. TOWNS. 

SEC. 71. Two or more adjoining towns may concur in establishing school districts. 

SEC. 

SEC. 

SEC. 

SEC. 

Pr01ision when such district has existed :fifteen years. 
72. How such districts shall be superintended. 
73. Assessors to apportion school money to such districts. 
74. Such district shall choose its agent, whose acts are binding on each town. 

Powers of its officers. 

ASSESSMENT ..DID COLLECTION OF MONEY R.llSED OR BOHROWED BY 
DISTRICTS. 

75. 

76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 

82. 
83 . 
M. 

Money raised, to be assessed within sb:ty days, on polls and estates in the 
district. How to be collected. 

Overlay of five per cent. may be assessed. 
Assessment of school district tax, how paid. 
Section 142, of chapter six, applies to ta.....:es assessed for school districts. 
Collectors, their powers, duties and compensation. 
Money raised, to be at disposal of district committee. 
District may borrow money to erect school-house and to purchase lot, on 

ten years, in equal payments. Clerk to certify vote. 
District may appoint agent to contract loan. 
Duties of assessors in such ,cases. 

. District may elect a collector, when sum raised exceeds $300. 

POWERS A..."'!D DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 

85. 
86. 

87; 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 

92. 

93. 
94. 
95. 

96. 
9i. 

·98. 

Superllltending school committee and supervisor to be sworn. 
Superintending school collllllittee first chosen, to deterruine term of office 

by lot. Vacancies, how filled. 
Duties of superintending school committees. School week and month. 
Particulars of annual statement. To make return to state superintenden t. 
If agent neglects, school committee to make enumeration of scholars. 
Superintending committee to return lists of scholars to assessors. 
Parflnts or guardians neglecting to furnish books to scholars, co=ittee to 

furnish them. Expense may be added to town tax of delinquent. 
Pay of superintending school committees and supervisors. 

POWERS A..."'!D DUTIES OF SCHOOL AGENTS. 

School agents shall be sworn; their powers and duties. 
Agent to return lists of persons between four and twenty-one, to committee. 
When superintending school committee perform duties of agents. 

DUTIES .ANi> QUALIFICATIONS OF INSTRUCTORS. 

Teachers to keep register. Not to be paid until register is completed. 
Instructors of colleges and other institutions of learning to inCUlcate 

morality, justice and patriotism. 
Forfeiture for teaching 1vithout certificate. No certificate valid for more 

than one year. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Towns may 
determine the 
number and 
limits of 
school 
districts. 
1880, c. 181. 

EDUCATION. [TITLE II. 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS. 

SEC. 99. Plantations may form school districts, and may raise money. 
100. District meetings in plantations, how called. 
101. May raise money and choose committees to provide school-houses. 

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 102. Superintendent of common schools, his appointment and term. 
103. To have an office at the capital. 
104. Duties of superintendent. 
105. Superintendent to prepare and forward blanks for returns of schools. 
lOB. Superintendent to notify delinquent committees, and to return to treasurer 

of state number of children between four and twenty-one. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 107. Normal schools at Farmington, Castine and Gorham to remain as estab-
lished. Purposes for, and principles upon which they shall be conducted. 

108. Course of study, how ananged. 
109. Diploma, to whom awarded. 
110. Applicants for admission, qualifications of; to pay $1.50 a session. 
111. Governor, superintendent and five associates constitute board of trustees. 

Term and compensation. Annual report to governor and council. 
112. .Annual appropriation of $lfl,OOO. 

PENAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 113. Forfeitures, how recovered and appropriated. Penalty for neglect of town 
to expend money as provided. 

114. Penalty for disturbing schools. 
115. Parents or guardians liable for injury by minors to buildings or property. 
116. Penalty for defacing school-houses, out-buildings, &c. 

STATE SCHOOL FUNDS. 

SEC. 117. Permanent school fund and bank tax, how managed and appropriated. 
118. Treasurer of state to apportion school funds. Basis when returns are not 

received. Not to be paid until return is made. 
119. Mill tax on alll'roperty in the state for support of common schools. 
120. How assessed and collected. 
121. To be distributed to towns, &c., annually, on the first of January. 
122. Unexpended balance to be added each year to l?ermanent fund. 

PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 

SEC. 123. Presidents of colleges removable at pleasure of appointing power. 
124. Graduation fees not perquisites of officers, but payable into college treasury. 
125. Innholders, stable-keepers, &c., forbidden to give credit·to students. 

SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. 

SEC. 12B. Governor and council may send deaf persons to Hartford American Asylum 
or to the Portland School for the Deaf. 

127. Instruction and support of each pupil not to exceed $175 a year. 
128. Form of application. . 

DUTIES OF TOWNS. 

SEC. 1. .A town at its aIlIlual meeting, or at a meeting called for that 
purpose, 'may determine the number and limits of the school districts 
therein, but they shall not be altered, discontinued or aIlIlexed to others, 
except on the written recorrimendation of the municipal officers and super
intending school committee, accompanied by a statement 'of facts, and 
on conditions proper to preserve the rights and obligations of the inhabit
ants; but when in the judgment of the board, consisting o~ the municipal 
officers and school committee or supervisor, the number of scholars in 
any district becomes too few for the profitable expenditure of the money 
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apportioned thereto, said board may suspend the school in said district 
and cause such money to be expended for the benefit of said scholars, in 
the adjoining district or districts. Said board shall make a record of its 
decision in relation to such school in said small district, sign the same and 
cause it to be recorded by the town clerk; and such decision shall remain 
in force until annulled by vote of the town, or by the action of a subse
quent board. Said board may reserve not more than half of the money 
appropriated to such districts, to be expended, in their discretion, for the 
conveyance of its scholars to and from school. (a) 

SEC. 2. Any portion of a town too remote to be annexed to existing 
districts, and not having population sufficient to form a separate district, 
may be omitted in districting the t01ffi. 

SE~. 3. A town may abolish the school districts therein, and shall 
thereupon forthwith take possession of all the school-houses, lands, appara
tus, and other property owned and used for school purposes, which dis
tricts might lawfully sell and convey. The property so taken shall be 
appraised under the direction of the town, and at the next annual assess
ment a tax shall be levied upon the whole town, equal to the whole amount 
of said appraisal,or such part thereof as the town shall vote, and the 
remainder of said apprai.sal, if any, shall be levied by tax upon the whole 
town at the second and third annual assessments thereafter, or at the 
second alone, as the town shall vote, and there shall be remitt~d to the 
tax payers of each district the said appraised value of its property thus 
taken, in the same proportion, annually, as the tax therefor shall be levied, 
or the difference in the value of the property of the several districts may 
be adjusted in any other manner agreed upon by the parties in interest. 
Upon the abolition or discontinuance of any district, its corporate powers 
and liabilities continue so far as may be necessary for the enforcement 
of its rights and duties. 

SEC. 4. A town, at its annual meeting, may choose its school agents; 
and vacancies may be filled as in case of other town officers not chosen by 
ballot. eb) 

SEC. 5. A town at its annual meeting may empower the school dis
trict agents instead of the superintending school committee, to employ 
the teachers, and when such power is granted to said agents it shall 
remain in force until otherwise ordered by a vote of the town at its annual 
meeting. 

SEC. 6. Every town shall raise and expend, annually,' for support 
of schools therein, exclusive of the income of any corporate school fund, 
or of any grant from the revenue or funds from the St~te, or of any volun
tary donation, devise or bequest, or of any forfeiture accruing to the use 
of schools, not less than eighty cents for each inhabitant, according to 
the census by which representatives to the legislature were last appor
tioned, under p.enalty of forfeiting not less than twice nor more than four 
times the amount of its deficiency. 

SEC. 7. When the governor and council have reason to believe that a 

(a) 17 Me., 103; 22 Me., 567; 31 Me., 281; 48 Me., 569; 49 Me., 349; 61 Me., 583; 
62 Me., 516; 6e! Me., 46. 

(b) See §§ 47, 93-95; p. 3, §.§ 14, 25. 
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CHAP. 11. 
-when a 
school in a 
small district 
maybe sus
pended; pro
ceedings. 
See §§ 40, 66, 
71. 

-]lariof 
money may 
be used for 
conveyance. 

Remote parts 
maybe omit-
ted. . 
R. S., c. 11,§ 2. 
See § 87, ~9. 
TOIVnsmay 
abolish 
school dis
tricts. 

-property, 
how. 
appraised. 
1875, c. 14. 
-tax there
for to be 
levied on 
to\vJl. 
64 Me., 46. 

-to be remit
ted to district 
fOT property 
taken. 

---{]ertain 
]lowers and 
liabilities of 
districts 
continue. 

Towns may 
choose 
agents. . 
R.S., c.11, § 4. 

Mayempow
er agents to 
employ 
teachers. 
1872, c. 87, § 2. 
See § 93, ~ 6. 

Towns to 
raise 80 cents 
for each 
inhabitant. 
1878, c. ZO. 
68 Me., 584. 
72 Me., 166. 
See § 12. 
-penalty. 
See §§ 19, 55, 
117, 118; c. 5, 
§§ 18, 19; 
c. 12, § 46. 

School fund 
and mill tax 



184 EDUCATION. [TITLE II. 

town has neglected to raise and expend the school money required by law, 
t"-,o~b-e-w'""'l'tC;-h--_- or faithfully to expend the school money received from the State, they 
held from 
delinquent shallq,irect the treasurer of state to withhold further payment to such town 

CHAP. II. 

towns. from the state school fund and mill tax until such town satisfies them 1873, c. 111. 
See §§ 118,121. that it has expended the full amount of school money required by law. 
Towns may 
provide 
school books. 
RS., c. 11, § 6. 

Distribution 
and preserva
tion of books, 
&c. 
1873, c.110, § 2. 

SEC. 8. Towns may provide school books for the use of the pupils 
in their public schools, at the expense of said town, or may £m'nish them 
at cost to the pupils; and all money raised and appropriated for that 
purpose, shall be assessed like other moneys. 

SEC. 9. School committees may make such rules and reg;ulations not 
repugnant to law, as they deem proper, for the distribution and preserva
tion of school books and appliances furnished at the expense of the town. 

SEC. 10. When a pupil in the public schools loses, destroys, or 
unnecessarily injures any such school book or appliance, furnished such 
pupil at the'expense of said town, his parent or guardian shall be notified, 

School books, 
damages for 
injuring or 
destroying, 
how recov
ered of 
parent, or 
guardian. 
1873, c.110, § 1. 

, and if the loss or damage is not made good to the satisfaction of such 
committee within a reasonable time, they shall report the case to the 
assessors, who shall include in the next town tax of the delinquent par-

Instruction 
in industrial 
or mechanical 
drawing. 
1871, c. 194. 

/ Assessors 
andco=it
tee to appor
tion school 
money 
among the 

" smaller dis
\ tIicts. 
\1875, c. 8. 
'v 

Annually 
to returIl 
certificate to 
state superin
tendent. 
1876, c. 68, § 1. 

AnlOlmt vot
ed by town. 

Amolillt pay
able from 
state. 

Expended 
for schools. 

Unexpended. 

Answers to 
other ques
tions. 

ent or guardian the value of the bpok or appliance so lost, destroyed or 
injured, to be assessed and collected as other town taxes. 

SEC. 11. Any city or town may annually make provision for free 
instruction in industrial or mechanical drawing, to persons over fifteen 
years of age, either in day or evening schools, under direction of the 
superintending school ~ommittee. 

SEC. 12. The assessors and superintending school committee, or 
school supervisors, of towns, may annually apportion twenty per cent. 
of all money required to be raised by section six, and twenty per cent. 
of all money received from the State for schools, except money received 
under section twenty-eight, among the districts in the several towns, in 
such manner as in their judgment shall give to the smaller districts, as 
nearly as may be, an equal opportunity for a common school education. 

SEC. 13. The assessors or municipal officers of each town, ,shall, on 
or before the first day of each May, make to the state superintendent of 
common schools, a certificate, under oath, embracing the following items: 

I. The amount voted by the town for common schools at the preced-
ing annual meeting. 

II. The amount of school moneys payable to the town from the state 
treasury during the year ending with the first day of the prececling 
April. 

III. The amount of money actually expended for common schools 
during the last school year. 

IV. The amount of school moneys unexpended, whether in the town 
,treasury or in the hands of district agents. 

V. Answers to such other inquiries as are presented to secure a full 
and complete statement of school revenues and expenditures. 

Superintend- SEC. 14. The state superintendent shall prepare and furnish to the 
ent to fur-
nish blanks, town officers such blanks as he deems proper to secure the fiscal returns 
and make re- • d' lin' H II f turn of delin- reqUITe ill the precec g section. e sha return to the treasurer 0 
quent tOWllS. ' 
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state on the first day of July, annually, a list of such towns as have' made CRAP. 11. 
such fiscal returns ; and no school moneys shall be paid by the treasurer 
of state to any town, so long as it neglects to make such returns .. ' 

SEC. 15. When a school agent fails to return, in April, the number 
of persons in ills district between four and twenty-one years' of age, 
exclusive of those coming from other places to which they belong, to 
attend' a college or academy, or to work in a factory therein, the assess
ors of the town shall cause an enumeration thereof to be made. They 
shan annually apportion to each district, and to any inhabitants not 
embraced in a district, the money so raised, and all funds derived from 
any source for the support of public schools in their town, in proportion 
to the number of scholars aforesaid. 

-money to 
be withbeld. 
1876, c. 68, § 2. 
Duties of as
sessors when 
agent fails to 
return 
scholars. 
R S., c. n, § 8. 
See §§ 89, 93, 
"ir5, § M. 
-apportion
ment. 

SEC. 16. A town raising more money than is required by section si:'{, Excess, how 
apllropriated. 

may, by vote, direct the excess to be apportioned to the several districts, RS.,c.ll,§9. 
as the assessors and superintending school committee determine. 

SEC. 17. . No money appropriated by law for public schools shall be School mOI}
'd IT h f h' d fey, how pmd pal 'om t e treasury 0 any town, except upon t e WrItten or er 0 by towns. 

't .. 1 ffi d h d h II b d b 'd ffi 1877 c.196. 1 S mumclpa 0 eel'S; an no sue or er s a e ,rawn y sal 0 eel's, -h~w 
except upon presentation of a properly avouched bill of items. avouched. 

SEC. 18. 'Every town shall choose by ballot at its annual meeting, a Towns to 
super~tending school committee of three, unless ah'eady done, to hold li~.\~~Jfu~per
office as provided in section eighty-six, and shall fill vacancies arising :fJ~~ ~~m
therein at each subsequent annual meeting, or shall, in the same manner, supervisor. RS.,c.li, § 10. 
choose a supervisor of schools, who shall pelform the duties of said com-
mittee; and his election shall ter;minate the office of all members of such 
committee. No person is ineligible to the office of supervisor of schools, 
or of superintending school committee, on account of sex. 

SEC. 19. The superintending school committee may appoint one of 
their number, who shall have all the power and perform all the duties 
specified in items five and twelve of section eighty-seven. 

SEC. 20. A town failing to elect members of superintending school 
committee or supervisor, as required by law, forfeits not less than thirty 
nor more than two hundred dollars. 

SEC. 21. Towns may make such by-laws, not repugnant to law, 
concerning habitual truants, and children between six and seventeen 
years of age not attending school, without any regular and lawful occu
pation, and growing up in ignorance, as are most conducive to their 
welfare and the good order of society; and may annex a suitable pen
alty, not exceeding twenty dollars, for any breach thereof; but such 
by-laws must be first approved by a judge of the supreme judicial court. 

SEC. 22. Such towns sha)l, at their annual meeting, appoint one or 
more persons~ who alone shall make complaints for violations of said by
laws, and shall execute the judgments of the magistrate. 

SEC. 23. Said magistrate, in place of fine, may order children pi'oved 
to be growing up in truancy, and without the benefit of the education 
provided for them by law, to be placed for such periods as he thinks 
expedient, in the institution of instruction, house of reformation, or other 
suitable situation provided for the purpose under section twenty-:one. 

-sex no test. 
of eligibility .. 
1881, c.27. 
Co=ittee 
may appoint 
one of.their 
number. 
RS.,c.n, § n. 
Neglect to 
choose com
mittee or 
sURervisor. 
R.~.,c.n, § 12. 
Towns may 
make by-laws 
concerning 
truants; to be 
approved by 
S. J. court. 
RS.,c.n, § 13. 
-penalty. 

Violation of 
by-laws. 
RS.,c.li, § 14. 
65 Me., 130. 

Truant chil
dren may be 
placed in 
suitable 
institutions. 
RS.,c.li, § 15. 
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COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

SEc.,24. Every parent, guardian, or other person having control of any 
child between the ages of nine and fifteen years, shall send him to a pub
lic school for at least twelve weeks in each year, unless he is excused from 
such attendance by the school officers of the town in which such parent, 
guardian or other person resides, upon its being shown to their satisfac
tion by the certificate of a physician that the mental or bodily condition 
of s~ch child has been such as to prevent attendance at school or appli-
cation to study for the period required, or that such child has been 
taught at a private school or at home in such branches as are usually 
taught in primary schools; provided, that in case a public school is not 
taught for three months in the year within a mile and a half of the resi-
dence of such delinquent, by the shortest travelled road, nor within the 
school district within which such child resides, he shall not be liable to 
the provisions of this section and the three following. 

SEC. 25. Every such parent, guardian, or other person violating the 
preceding section fOlfeits not exceeding five dollars to the treasurer of 
the town for school purposes. 

SEC. 26. Every boy between the ages of nine and fifteen years, who 
neglects or refuses to attend school as required in section twenty-four, 
unless excused by the school officers of the town, fOlfeits not exceeding 
fi ve dollars. 

Foregoing SEC. 27. The school committee ortown supervisor shall enforce the 
enforced. tlu'ee preceding sections. 
1875, c. 24, § 4. 

State aid to 
free high 
school. 
1880, c.229, § 1. 

-,-amount. 

-, proviso. 

-how paid. 

-proviso. 
See § 17. 

Free high 
schools, town 
may establish 
two. 
1878, c. 52. 
-adjoining 
towns may 
maintain 
school. 
-districts 
mayestab
lish. 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 28. Any town which establishes and maintains a free high 
school as provided by this section and the seven following, for at least 
ten weeks in anyone year, shall, on complying with the conditions here
inafter set forth, receive from the State one half the amount actually 
e:qJended for instruction in said school, not exceeding two hundred and 
fifty dollars; p7'ovided, that no town shall receive such state aid unless 
its appropriation and expenditure for such school, has been exclusive of 
the amounts required by law for common school purposes. Such aid 
shall be paid from the state treasury on and after the first day of each 
December, upon certification by the governor and council as provided 
by section thirty-five. But whenever a town or district desires to draw 
its aid semi-annually, it shall be paid on and after the first days. of June 
and December; p7'ovided, that the superintending school committee of 
such toWn makes, semi-annually, before said days the report required in 
section thirty-five. . 

SEC. 29. Any town may establish and maintain not exceeding two 
free high schools; and in such case shall receive the same state aid as if 
the expenditures of both schools had been made for one. Two or more 
adjoining towns may unite in establishing and maintaining a free high 
school, and both shall receive the same state aid as if such school had been 
maintained by one town. So long as any town declines to avail itself 
of the foregoing provisions, any school district, or :union of districts 
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therein, may establish and maintain a free high school, and receive state 
aid the same as the town might have done; proviclecl, that no more than 
two such free high schools shall be established in any town, and that the 
amount of aid extended to the districts in any town shall not exceed the 
sum that the town might have received. Two or more adjoining school 
districts in different towns may establish and m"aintain a union free high 
school, and, with the consent of both towns, may receive a proportional 
part of such aid, to be determined as provided by section thirty-£ve, but 
in no case to exceed the amount that either town might have received. 
Towns shall receive in trust and faithfully e:h.']Jend gifts and bequests 
made to aid in the maintenance of free high schools, and shall receive 
aid in such cases to the same extent and on the same conditions as if 
such schools had been established and maintained by taxation; and any 
town or district shall receive such state aid on a~y expenditure for a free 
high school or schools, made from the funds or proceeds of the real estate 
of an academy or incorporated institution of learning, surrendered or 
transferred to such town or district for educational purposes; but if any 
part of the money so paid by the State, is expended for any other 
purpose than the support of such free high schools, as provided .by this 
section, then each person so misapplying said money forfeits double 
the sum so misapplied, to be recovered in an action of debt, in the name 
and to the use of the town, by any inhabitant thereof; and no town 
shall receive further support from the State for any free high school, 
until the amount so received, but misapplied, has been raised and 
expended for such free high schools by such town. 

SEC. 30. Any town, or union of towns or districts, voting to estab
lish a free high school as herein provided, may locate the same perma-

• nently, or vote that the terms thereof be held alternately in such dis
tricts within the town or towns as may be selected, and as may accept 
said school. The district in which said school is thus held, shall sup
ply appropriate equipments, and furnish and warm a 'suitable build
ing for the same; proviclecl, that such district may use its school
house for such free high school, when not required for ordinary school 
purposes. " 

SEC. 31. The course of study in free high schools, shall embrace the 
ordinary English academic studies, especially the natural sciences in 
their application to mechanics, manufactures and agriculture; but the 
ancient '01' modern languages shall not be taught therein except wholly 
at the expense of the city, town, district or union of districts maintaining 
such school or schools. Any town having one or more graded schools, 
with a prescribed course of study, including Latin, Greek and French, 
established prior to March eighteen, eighteen hundred and eighty, may 
avail. itself of the foregoing privileges, without any change in the pre
scribed courses of study.. Such schools, when established by any town 
or union of towns, shall be free to all the youth in such town or towns, 
on such attainments of scholarship as shall be £Xed by the committees 
having supervision thereof. When such school is established by any dis
trict or union of districts, it shall be free in the "same manner to the 
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scholars within such districts, and open also to scholars passing the requir
ed examination from I'I-ithout such districts; but within the towns in 
which said districts are situated, on payment to the agent of the district in 
which such school is located, of such tuition, to be :/i.'{ed by the superintend
ing school committee or I?ommittees having supervision of the same, as is 
equivalent to the cost a s~holar of maintaining such school, after deduct
ing the aid extended by the State. Whenever in the judgment of the 
superintending school committees having the supervision of any free high 
school or schools, the number of pupils in the same may be increased 
without detriment; scholars from without the towns; directly interested 
in such school or schools, may be admitted to the same on passing the 
required examination and paying such. tuition as may be fixed by such 
committee, to the treasurer of the town in which the school is kept, when 
the school is maintained by a town or union of towns, or to the agent of 
the district in which the school is kept, when such school is maintained 

. by a district or union of districts. 
SEC. 32. Free high schools, established and maintained under the 

foregoing provisions, are subject to the' laws relating to common schools, 
so far as applicable, except as otherwise provided. When established 
and maintained by a town, they shall be under the supervision and 
entire management of the superintending school committee of such 
town. When established and maintained by a union of towns, such 
school shall . be under the supervision and entire management of the 
school committees of such towns, who constitute a joint board for that 
purpose. When established and maintained by any district or union 
of districts in the same town, such school shall be under the supervision 
of the superintending committee of such town, or of the state superin
tendent, when the district or districts so elect, and under the financial • 
man'ageillent of the agent of the district in which such school is kept, 
who, in connection ~-ith said committ~e or superintendent, shall employ 
teachers for the same. When established and maintained by .two dis
tricts in different towns, such school shall be under the supervision of 
the superintending school cOllllllittees of. such towns, who constitute a 
joint board for that plll'pose, and under the financial manageillent of the 
agents of both districts, who, in connection with said committees, shall 
employ the teachers. 

SEC. 33. Towns and school districts may raise money for establishing 
and Illaintaining free high schools, and erecting buildings and providing 
equipillents for the same, in the same manner as for supporting common 
schools and erecting school-houses. 

SEC. 34. Any town may from year to year authorize its superintend
ing school committee to contract ·with and pay the trustees of any 
academy in said town for the tuition of scholars within such town, in 
the studies contemplated by the six preceding sections, under a stand
ard of scholarship to be established by such committee; and the expend
itlll'e of any town for tuition in such ltcademy shall be subject to the 
same conditions, and shall entitle such town to the same state aid as if 
it had made such expenditlll'e for a free high school. 
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SEC. 35. Superintending school committees having ·the superVlslOn 
of free high schools, shall, annually, before the first day of June, 
make retmns l,illder oath to the state superintendent, on blanks 
prepared and sent out by him, of the amount appropriated and the 
amount expended by each town or school 'tlistrict for instruction in 
such free high schools during the cmrent year; ·also ofthe amount appro
priated and the amount expended for common school purposes by each 
town or school district maintaining the same; the number of weeks dur
ing which such schools have been taught; the wages paid to each 
teacher; the number of pupils registered; the average attendance; the 
nuniber of pupils in each branch of study pmsued, and the amount 
received for tuition. If the state superintendent is satisfied that the 
provisions of the seven preceding sections, have been complied with, he 
shall certify to the governor and council the sum which each town or 
district is entitled to receive from the State. Any town or district, dis
satisfied with his decision, may ·appeal to the governor and council. The 
governor and council shall issue a certificate to the treasmer of the 
town, or agent of the district, for such amount as they adjudge such 
tovm or clistrict entitled to receive from the state treasury. Any person 
connected with the management of such free high schools, either as 
teacher, agent, committee or supervisor, who in any way aids or abets 
in defrauding the State into the payment in support of said schools, 
of more than is contemplated by this chapter, shall forfeit not less 
than five hlllclred dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail not less 
than one year. 

SEC. 36. The trustees of any academy or other corporation formed 
for educational purposes may by a m~ority vote of such of said trustees 
as reside in the state, surrender the whole, or any part of the property 
belonging thereto, to the municipal officers of any town, or the trustees 
of any school flllcl in any town in which said academy or corporation is 
situated, for tmning the same into a free high school as hereinafter pro
vided, and said municipal officers or trustees, for the time being, shall be 
a board of trustees to take and hold said property for maintaining a 
free high school; and upon receiving said property, they shall use proper 
cliligence to make the same produce income for the support of sa;id free 
high school. 

SEC. 37. When such vote is so passed, the treasurer of said trustees 
shall convey, assign and deliver to the municipal officers of said town, or 
the trustees of such fund, all property belonging to said academy or 
corporation for the purposes indicated by the preceding section. 

SEC. 38. The municipality accepting the property in trust, as named 
in section thirty-six, shall apply the income thereof towards the support 
of a free high school, to be kept within said municipality, at least twenty
two weeks in each year, and provide suitable accommodations for the 
same, and the superintending school committee or supervisor in said 
municipality shall determine the qualifications necessary to entitle any 
applicant to enter or attend said free high school, and no one shall attend 
it without the certificate of said officers to t,hat effect. 
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CHAP. 11. SEC. 39. ..All scholars residing Within the municipality aforesaid, 
Tuition to .be having such certificate, may attend said school Without tuition fee, and 
~~~. d residents. all scholars not residents of said municipality, may attend sai school, 
1873, c n5, § 4. upon such terms and conditions as saicl scho~l. officers impose. 

School dis
tricts are 
corporations. 
R.S.,c.n, § 16. 

POWERS ANTI OBLIGATIONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

SEC. 40. School districts, whether a part of one or more towns, which 
have exercised the privileges of a district for one year, are presumed to 
be legally organized; and all. districts legally organized are corporations 
With power to hold and apply real and personal estate for the support 

-executions of schools therein, and to sue and be sued. Executions against them 
against phem, may be satisfiecl as executions aO"ainst towns are' and in all suits or how satisfied. ( .. '" . , 

. business, they may be described by their numbers as fixed by the town, 
by the name which they have assumed, or if they have no certain name, 
by an appropriate general description. (a) 

Voters. SEC .. 41. Any person qualified to vote in town affairs is a toter in 
R.S.,c.n, § IT. his school clistrict. 

Notice of 
meetings, 
how given: 
ll.s.,c.n, § 18. 
51 Me., 102. 

Return of 
proper offi
cer, evidence 
of notice. 
ll.s.,c.n, § 19. 

Ancient 
meetings of 
school dis
tricts;made 
valid. 
R.S.,c.n, § 20. 

SEC. 42. School clistrict meetings may be called by the agent, on 
written application of three or more voters, stating the reasons and 
objects thereof. When there is no agent, or when he neglects or 
refuses, they may be called by the municipal officers, or any justice of 
the peace, on like application. 

SEC. 43. On recehing such application, the agent or municipal offi
cers, or justice of the peace, as the case may be, shall cause notices 
specifying the time, place, and purposes of the meeting, seven days before 
the time appointed, to be' posted in two or more public places in the dis-
trict, one of which must be on the school-house, if any, or. published in a 
newspaper, if any, printed in the town. The certificate of such agent or 
municipal officers, justice of the peace, or any person required by 
their warrant to give notice, returned at the time and place of meeting, 
is evidence that the notice therein stated has been given. (b) 

SEC. 44. Meetings of any school district which, prior to March 
twenty, eighteen hundred and sixty, were duly called by selectmen, or 
by an agent of such district, without application in writing, signed by 
any number of the legal voters thereof, and stating the reasons and 
objects of such meeting, are as legal and valid as they would have been 
if called upon such application. 

How notified. SEC. 45. The district, at a legal meeting, may determine the man-
R.S.,c.n. § 21. ner of notifying future meetings. ( c) 
Moderator to 
be chosen. 
R.S.,c.n, § 22. 
See c. 3, § 24. 
-elerk to be 
sworn. 

SEC. 46. At such meeting, a moderator shall be chosen, With the 
same powers and duties as a moderator of a town meeting, but need not 
be sworn; and at the fu'st meeting every year, a clerk shall be chosen, 

(a) 17 Me., 103; 22 Me., 566; 23 Me., 545; . 35 Me., 396; 38 Me., 34; 39 Me., 187; 
46 Me., 22-1; 63 Me., 243. 

(b) 44 Me., 385. The annual meeting in March or April, may be called by the agent 
without application. See § 93, item 1. 4-Me.,; 46; 20 Me., 441; 28 Me.,202; 38 Me., 
169; 51 Me., 102. 

(e) 4 Me., 46; 66 Me., 588. 
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be sworn by the moderator or a justice of the peace, shall record all CHAP. 11. 
votes passed at district meetings during the year, and until another 4 Me., 46. 
is chosen in his place and sworn, may certify copies from the records of ~~ ~~:: i~g: 
such district, and correct errors, a.s provided in section ten of chapter ~ ~~:: ~~~: 
three. 65 Me., 556. 

SEC. 47: Every school district at its annual meeting, shall choose a To choose 
school agent by ballot, unless chosen by the town; and may ill a vacancy ~§~~~i1, § 23. 
in that office at a meeting called for the purpose. See §§ 74, 93, 

~ 9el,95. 
SEC. 48. A school district, at any legal meeting called for the pur- Powers. 

pose, has power: . R.S.,c.ll, § 24. 

1. To raise money for erecting, repairing, renting, purchasing and May raise 
money. 

removing such school-houses and out-buildings as the wants of the See §§ 70, 75-
district require; for purchasing or renting land therefor, and for yards ~elife~: lit 
and play grounds; for purchasing a library, utensils, black-boards, globes, ~~ ~~:: ~~~: 
maps and other useful apparatus; for providing water for school-houses 38 Me.,35, 170. 41 Me., 247. 
by means of wells or aqueclucts, with necessary conveniences for the 60 Me., 4Oel. . 

. health and comfort of teacher and pupils; and for inclosing the grounds 
and appurtenances of the school-houses. 

II. To determine where school-houses shall be located. (a) 
III. To dispose of any school-house or other property, if necessary. 
IV. To determine at what age the youth therein may be ac1mitted 

into schools kept by a master or mistress, and whether, and upon what 
terms, scholars may be admitted into then' schools from other towns or 
places. . 

V. To instruct the superintending school committee or supervisor 
at what time the schools commence; and the schools shall commence 
and continue as votecl by the district, unless, in the opinion of the school 

Locate school
houses. 
Sell them. 
22 Me., 569. 
Regulate 
admissions to 
schools. 

Instruct com
mittee or 
supervisor 
when schools 
shall COlll-

committee or supervisor, it would be detrimental to the best interests of m18eSn3ce'187 , c. . 
the district on accolmt of contagious clisease or other good reason; but 
in towns or cities that have abolished the district system, the school 
committee or supervisor shall determine the commencement and dura
tion of the schools therein. . 

VI. To allow the school-house to be used for meetings of religious 
worship, lectures and other similar purposes. 

SEC. 49. Any school district maintaining graded schools, may raise 
for the support of schools therein a sum not exceeding that which it 
receive~ from the town in addition thereto. 

Useofschool
houses.' 
R.S.,c.n, § 24. 
Graded dis
h'ict schools. 
R.s.,c.n, § 25. 
See § 6. 

SEC. 50. A district may choose a committee to superintend the Committee to 
superintend 

expenditure of inoney legally raised by it, to examine and allow accounts, money 
and to ilia w orders on the town treasurer for the amount raised. (b) it~S~~.i1, § 26. 

SEC. 51. When at a meeting of a school district called for rais- Minority dis-
. ~ . ul .. f h I I satisfied, may mg money ~or any partlc ar purpose, a majorIty 0 t e ega voters appeal to 
present are opposed to raising a sum sufficient, in the opinion of the town. R.S.,c.ll, § 27. 
minority, for such purpose, the municipal officers, on written application of 39 Ne., 186. 

'. . 60 .w.e., 4D±. 
five or more voters, made within thirty days after such meetlllg, shall 

(a) 39 Me., 558; 60 Me., 405, 542; 65 Me., 187. 
(b) 7 Me., 120; 12 Me., 297; 17 Me., 323; 2S Me., 200; 38 Me., 170; 39 Me., 222;' 

63 Me., 264. 
13 
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insert in their warrant for calling the next town meeting on town aff~irs, 
an article requiring the opinion of the town on the disagreement; and if 
the town thinks it necessary or expedient, they may require a sum suffi
cient for such purpose, if exceecling what the district was willing to raise, 
to be assessed on the polls and estates therein; and it shall be assessed, 
collected and paid, as if originally raised by the district; ap.d there
upon the municipal officers shall appoint, in Wl1.ting, three suitable inhab
itants of said district, a committee to supel1.ntend the expenditure of the 
money for such purpose, with all the powers of a committee cho~en by 
the district, in pursuance of the provisions hereof. 

When the SEC. 52. When, in the opinion of the superintending school committee, 
erection, re- Ii" h' bl 1 f . pairing, rent- any c strlCt rn t ell' town Ulll'easona y neg ects or re uses to raISe money 
~~~~~~~-a for erecting, repairing, renting or purchasing a school-house or school-. 
school-house houses and out-builc\ings, such as the wants of the district recluire, or 
maybe or-
dered and for purchasing or renting land therefor and for yards and play grolmds, 
completed by 

·the town. the municipal officers, upon Wl'itten application qf said committee, shall 
ro'~;:,11Fs. insert in their warrant for calling the next town meeting for town affai.rs, 
glk~e., 262, an article to see if the town will vote to raise money in such distl1.ct for 

Districts hav
ing no voters. 
R.S.,c.ll, § 29. 
See § 95. 

Districts may 
unite for sup
port of union 
school. 
R.S.,c.ll, § 30. 
72 Me., 16(;' 
-provision,if 
one fourth 
object. 

School dis
tricts may 
unite to main
tain graded 
schools. 
1877, c. 205. 

-proceed
ings in such 
·cases. 
35 Me., 397. 
46 Me., 221. 
72 Me., 166. 

said purposes. Any sum so voted shall be assessed upon the polls 
and estates therein and collected and paid as if originally raised by 
the district, and thereupon said officers shall appoint three suitable 
inhabitants of the town a committee to supel1.ntend the expenditure of 
the money for such purpose, with the powers of a committee chosen by 
the Clistl1.ct pursuant to law. 

SEC. 53. In school districts not having any legal voters to transact 
Clistl1.ct business, money may be raised and expended in the manner and 
for the purposes specified in the foregoing section. 

SEC. 54. Two or more districts, by vote at their district meetings, 
may unite to support a union school for advanced scholars, and appropri
ate therefor a portion of the school money assigned to each district. But 
if more than one fourth of the voters present and voting at any meeting 
object, only the per capita share of the scholars attending such union 
school, shall be so appropl1.ated, without the written assent of the super-
intending school committee. . 

SEC. 55. Two or more clistricts may unite"for the purpose of estab
lishing and rnaintaining a system of graded free schools, for such tinIe 
as they determine, when a majority of the voters present and >:oting at 
a meeting of each distl1.ct, legally called for the purpose, so determines; 
and the clerk of each district shall forthwith furnish the town clerk with 
a certified copy of such votes, who shall enter said votes upon the town 
records·; and thereafter such districts shall constitute one dish1.ct, to 
be known by the name that its inhabitants adopt; and have all the 11.ghts 
and powers, and be subject to all the liabilities of other school dish1.cts for 
said time; and, dUl1.ng said time, the town shall not alter or divide it, 
without the consent of a majOl1.ty of its voters; and at the expiration of 
said tinIe each clistrict shall resume its district organization, unless a 
majority of the voters in each, vote to continue the united distI1.ct; and 

. at its annual meeting, it may raise money for support of its schools, 
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in addition to what it receives froIll the town, and not exceeding three CHAP. 11. 
fifths thereof. Any school district Illaintaining graded schools Illay -districts 

. . h maintaining raIse Illoney for support of Its sc ools as herein provided for districts schools, may 
cOIllposed of two or Illore districts. raIse money. 

SEC. 56. At any district Illeeting called for the purpose of reIlloving Location of 
a school-house, or locating one to be erected, if Illore than one third of t~~~~~. how 
the voters present and voting, object thereto, the clerk shall Illake a ~~~~~~efus_ 
record of the fact; and the Illunicipal officers, on written application of ifs:,e~i~i: 
any three or Illore of said voters, or of any coIllIllittee of the district, See § 72: 
. . d . hin hi d h 60 Me., 334, Illa e mt t rty ays t ere after, shall, as soon as Illay be, appoint a 4Q3, 405, 542-4. 

t · d 1 . th 'di . t h h t' d' h . 6n Me., 188. lIlle an p ace ill e strIC to ear t e par Ies, an grve t e notICe -proceed-
required for a district Illeeting; after such hearing, they Illay decide ings. 
where the school-house shall be placed; and shall, ·within ten days, give 
a certificate of their determ.ination to the clerk of the district, who shall 
forthwith enter it on his records; and the district shall proceed to erect, 
or reIllove the school-house, as if determ.ined by a sufficient Illajority of 
the voters present at said Illeeting; but no such officer residing in the 
district, shall have a voice in such determination; and when a Illajority 
of theIll reside therein, or do not agree, the superintending school COIll-
mittee shall do all the duties herein required of the Illunicipal officers; 
and if the district refuses or neglects for sixty days, to carry such deter-
mination intq effect, the Illunicipal officers or said school committee, at 
the expense of the district, shall, if need be, purchase a lot for said house, 
and cause it to be erected or reIlloved thereon. In towns which have 
abolished their school districts, the location for the erection or reIlloval 
of school-houses and requisite buildings and for play grounds shall be des
ignated by vote of the town at any town Illeeting called for that purpose. 

-when dis
tricts have 
been 
abolished. 

SEC. 57. When a location for the erection or reIlloval of a school-- Towns may 
house and requisite buildings has been legally designated, and the owner ~~hg~~house 
thereof refuses to sell, or, in the opinion of the Illunicipal officers, asks lots in certain cases. 
an unreasonable price for it, or resides without the state and has no 1873, c. 100. 

52 Me., 146. 
authorized agent or attorney therein, they Illay layout a school-house 60 Me., 405, 

542,545. 
lot, not exceeding one hundred square rods, and appraise the daIllages, 63 Me., 192. 

as is provided for layrn' g out town ways and appraising the daIllages 67 Me., 283. 
~ ~ ~ ----1:lmnages, 

therefor; and on payrneni or tender of such daIllages, or if such owner how appraised. 
does not reside in the state, upon depositing such daIllages in the treasury See c. 18, § 8. 

of such town or district for his use, the toWn or district designating it -how paid. 
~ ~ -lot to revert 

Illay take such lot to be held and used for the purposes aforesaid; and to owner if 
not occupied 

when such school-house has ceased to be thereon for two years, said lot for two years. 
reverts to the owner, his heirs or assigns. And any town or city Illay -land may 

be taken for 
take real estate for the enlargeIllent or extension of any location desig- school-house 
nated for the erection or reIlloval of a school-house and recluisite build- lot, Pldsay 

& groun , c., 
ings and play grounds, as herein provided " but no real estate shall be but not with-
~ ~ in fifty feet of 

so taken within fifty feet of a dwelling-house. a dwelling. 
SEC. 58. IT the owner is aggr-ieved at the location of the lot, or the 

daIllag~s awarded, he Illay apply to the county coIllIllissioners within 
one year, who Illay change the location and assess the daIllages, and the 
proceedings shall be conducted as in section eight, of chapter eighteen. 

If owner is 
aggrieved, 
issue maybe 
tried by jury. 
R.S.,c.ll, § 34. 
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CHAP. 11" If the damages are increased, or the location changed, such town or clis-
See § 72. trict shall pay the damages and costs; otherwise the costs shall be paid 
60 Me., 335, b h li t 
542, 543. Y t e app can. 
~~~~i~~~~se SEC. 59. ..Any town or school district which, by its officers or by a 
lots, errone- committee, has designated, located I1nd described 11 lot upon which to 
ous location 
of, how re-es- erect, move or repair a stJhool-house, and from mistake or omission has 
tablished and 
made valid. failed to comply with the law, whereby such location has been rendered 
1873, c.H4, § 1. invalid, may, on petition of three legal voters and tax-payers thereof, 

Notice of ap
praisement 
and hearing, 
how given. 
1873, c.H4, § 2. 

Sum, how 
assessed and 
collected. 
1873, c.1±!, § 3. 

Tendcrto be 
allowed in 
payment. 
1873, c.1±!, § 4. 

apply in Wl1.ting to the selectmen of said town, and have the lot, so 
designated or describe<l, re-appraised by them. .• 

SEC. 60. The selectmen of any town to whom such application has 
been made, shl1ll forthwith give not less than seven nor more thl1n twenty 
days' notice, to the clerk of said distl1.ct and to the owner of such real 
estate, or to the persons having the same in charge, of the time and place 
by them fixe~ for such hearing, and shl111, I1fter examination and hearing 

. of all interested, appraise the lot as set out and affix a fair value thereon, 
exclusive of improvements made by said district or town, either by build
ings or otherwise; and shall, as soon I1S practicable, notify the district 
clerk, and the persons interested in sl1id estate who had been notified as 
hereinbefore provided, of the sum at which said lot has been appraised. 

SEC. 61. The sum fixed as the value of said . lot shall be I1ssessed, 
collected and paid over as provided in section forty-eight. 

SEC. 62. Any sum which has been tendered and is in the hands or 
under the control of the persons owning or having charge of such land, 
shall be allowed in payment of said appraisal. 

Either party SEC·. 63. If the clistrict, or persons owning or having charge of the 
f~~I, ~l~,ah. land on which such location is made, are dissatisfied with such appraisal, 

Improve
ments inure 
to town or 
district. 
1873, c.l44, § 6. 

Tax not 
affected by 
err!!r in 
location. 
1873, c.l44, § 7. 

Plan to be ap
proved by 
committee. 
1883, c. 99. 

either party may within ten days appeal to the cOlmty commissioners of 
the county in which the land lies, by filing a copy of the proceedings and 
a claim of appeal with said commissioners, and the determination of a 
majority of said commissioners not residents of said district, shall be final. 

SEC. 64. When any school distl1.ct or town has erected or moved a 
building upon such lot or in any way improved the same, such improve
ment shall inure to the benefit of such town or clistrict, and the same 
may be as completely occupied and controlled by such town or distI1.ct 
as it would have been if such location had been in stI1.ct conformity to law. 

SEC. 65. The legality of a tax assessed to build, repair or remove a 
school-house and to pay for a lot, shall not be affected by any mistake or 
error in the designation or location thereof. 

SEC. 66. A plan for the erection or ~'econstruction of a school-house 
voted by a town or a clish1.ct, shall first be approved by the superintend
ing school committee. 

Summer SEC. 67. A school district at a legal meeting, may determine what 
schools. 
R.S.,c.ll, § 36. proportion of their school money shall be expended for the support of a 

Master's and 
mistress' 
schools. 

summer school; and the school committee or supervisor shall expend it 
accordingly, if practicable. 

SEC. 68. When the school is kept in part by a mistress, and in part 
by a mastel~, the clistr'ict may determine by vote, or may authorize the 
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superintending school committee to determine, from time to time, what· CHAP. II. 
description of scholars shall attend each. 

SEC. 69. Each district where more than one school is kept at the 
same time, may choose annually, or one third in each year, a committee 
to determine what description of scholars shall attend each school, to 
classify said scholars, and to transfer them from school to school; and 
unless such election is for one year only, they shall at their first meet-
ing, determine their respective terms of office by lot, and certify the 
result to the district clerk; they or the district shall fill vacancies as 
they occur; and they shall transmit a copy of their annual report, if 
printed, to the state superintendent. 

SEC. 70. A district way appropriate not exceeding one tenth of its 
school money for any year, to purchase a school library and apparatus 
for the use of the schools therein, and may make proper rules for the 
preservation and management thereof. Adjacent districts may, by vote 
of each, unite for the purpose aforesaid. 

SCHO'OL DISTRICTS FORMED FROM TWO OR MORE TOWNS. 

SEC. 71. Two or more adjoining towns' may concur in establishing 
school districts from parts of each when convenient, in determining their 
limits, and in altering and discontinuing them; and they and their officers, 
except as herein otherwise provided, may exercise the powers and duties 
relating thereto, which a town may relating to its own districts. If such 
district has existed fifteen years, either town may disconnect its part, 
without concurrence of the others, by leaving all the district property to 
what remains. 

SEC. 72. The superintending school committee, municipal officers, 
assessors, treasUl'er, collector, and constables of the town where the 
school-house of such district is situated, or has been located, or where 
the school is kept; or if there is no such school-house or school, such 
officers of the oldest town from which a part of such district is taken, 
shall have all the powers and peliorm all the duties relating to it, which 
they have and peliorm relating to districts wholly in their own town; 
and such assessors shall assess all taxes, voted by such district, accord-
ing to a valuation made by them, uniform thropghout the district. The 
powers specified in section fifty-six, may be exercised in such district by 
the conCUl"rent votes of said towns, or the joint acts of the municipal 
officers or superintending school committees thereof, and application shall 
be made to each of them accordingly. Sections fifty-seven and fifty-
eight apply to such distI-icts. 

SEC. 73. The assessors of each town from which a part of such 
district is taken, shall annually apportion to it a share of the school 
money of their town, according to the number of scholars in such diStl-iCt 
living in their town. 

SEC. 7 4. Such district shall annually choose its agent, and his' con
tract shall bind each town in proportion to and not exceeding the amount 
which it is required to pay him as aforesaid; and all agents and officers 
thereof shall have the same powers and pl-ivileges and peliorm the same 
duties as in districts wholly in one town. 

'. 

ll.S.,c.11, § 37. 

Districts may 
choose com
mittee to clas
sify scholms. 
ll.B.,c.11, § 38. 
See § 87, ~ 11. 

Districts may 
purchase 
library. 
ll.S.,c.11, § 39. 
See § 93, 'If 2. 

Two or more 
towns may 
concm' in 
establishing 
districts. 
ll.S.,c.ll, § 40. 
See § 1. 

How such 
districts shall 
be superinc 
tended. 
ll.S.,c.ll, § 41. 
63 Me., 244. 

Assessors to 
apportion 
money.to 
such dis
tricts. 
ll.S.,c.11, § 42. 

Such district 
shall choose 
its agent. 
ll.S.,c.ll, § 43. 
See §§ 4,47. 
-powers of 
its officers. 
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CRAl'.l1. ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF :MONEY RAISED OR BORROWED BY 
DISTRICTS. 

School dis
trict taxes, 
how assessed 
and col
lected. 
1874, c. 163. 
12 Me., 258. 
15 Me., 260. 
28 Me., 203. 
31 Me., 284. 
35 Me., 397. 
39 Me., 187. 
41 Me., 505. 
51 Me., 102. 
60 Me., 2.90. 
74 Me., 411. 

SEC. 75. When a district votes to raise money for any legal purpose, 
its clerk shall forthwith, or within the time prescribed by the district, 
certify the amount thereof to the assessors of the town, and the time when 
it must be raised; and within sixty dajs after receiving such certificate 
they shall assess it as they do town taxes, on the polls and estates of the 
residents and owners in the district at the time of raising said money, 
whether wholly in their town or not, and on the non-resident real estate 
in the district. They shall then make their warrant in due form of law, 
directed to any collector of their towri or of the district, if any, if not 
to a constable, requiring him to levy and collect such tax and pay it to 
the town treasurer within the time limited in the warrant; and they 
shall give a certificate of the assessment to such treasurer, and may 
abate such taxes as in the case of town taxes. 

Assessors SEC. 76. The assessors may include in their assessment such sum 
authorized to 
assess 5 per over and above the sum committed to them to assess, not exceeding five 
cent. oVerla§y. per cent. thereof, as a fractional division renders necessary, and certify 1874, c.162, 1. 

that fact to the town treasurer. 
Expense of SEC. 77. The town treasurer shall pay the expense of assessing and 
~~;;s~~~~t, collecting any school district tax out of the money of the district, upon 
1874. c.162, § 2. the order of the selectmen: 
73 Me., 181. 
DistJ:ict SEC. 78. Section one hundred and forty-two of chapter six, and all 
taxes assess- th t' l' t th l' t 1 t t d b ed without 0 er sec Ions re atmg 0 e same SU )Jec app y 0 axes assesse y or 
it~&I~~~W:'§ 45.' for school districts, so far as applicable; but the district and not the town 

Powers and 
duties of col
lectors; their 
compensa
tion . 
.R.§;.oc.n, § 46. 
31me., 281. 
41 Me., 247. 
67 Me., 240. 

Money at 
disposal of 
committee. 
R.S.,c.l1, § 47. 
District may 
borrow mon
eyto build 
school-house. 
R.s.,c.n, § 48. 

District may 
appoint agent 
to contract 
loan. 
R.S.,c.n, § 49: 

is liable. 
SEC. 79. The collector or constable, and the town treasurer, or treas

.urer and collector, if one person is both, each have the same powers and 
are subject to the same duties and obligations in relation to district taxes, 
as to town taxes; and they and the assessors shall be allowed by the dis
trict for tlieir services, a compensation proportionate to what they receive 
from the town for similar services. 

SEC. 80. The money so raised and paid shall be at the disposal of 
the district committee, provided for in section fifty. 

SEC. 81. A district, at a legal meeting called for that purpose, by a 
vote of two thirds of the voters present and voting, may borrow money to 
erect a school-house, and to buy a lot therefor, on a time not exceeding 
ten years, payable in equal annual instalments, but for no other purpose, 
and in no other manner; and when they do so, the clerk shall forthwith 
certify such vote to the assessors and treasUl'er of the town. 

SEC. 82. The district may appoint an agent or agents to contract 
such loan, who may bind the district, and give the necessary security 
therefor, a copy of which shall be filed by him with the t01\'ll clerk, and 
entered on the town records. The money thus procured shall be received 
by the town treasurer, applied for the purposes aforesaid, and paid out 
in the same manner as money raised by taxation for the same purposes. 

Duties of SEC. 83 .. At each annual. assessment of town taxes after such loan, 
assessors in 
such cases. the assessors of the town shall assess the amount of the instalment and 
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jn.terest for that year, on the polls and estates in the district, as if the CHAP. II: 
distri9thad voted to raise it, and it shall, in like manner, be collected R.S.,c.ll, § 50. 

and paid to the town treasurer, who shall pay each instalment and inter-
est as it becomes due, on demand of the owner of the security. 

SEC. 84. A district voting to raise a sum exceeding three hundred 
dollars under the provisions hereof, may elect a collector by ballot, who 
shall give bond to the inhabitants thereof, with sufficient sureties, approved 
by the municipal officers; have the same powers.and be subject to the same 
duties and obligations as a collector of t01Vn taxes; and receive such com
pensation for collecting and paying over such taxes as the district votes 
at the meeting when he is chosen. The district clerk shall file a certi-
fied copy of his election with the town clerk, who shall record it, and 
such record shall be evidence of the collector's election by the district. 

POWERS· AND DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COhlMITTEES. 

District may 
elect collector 
when sum 
raised 
exceeds three 
hundred 
dollars. 
R.S.,c.ll, § 51. 

SEC. 85. Members of superintending school committees and super- Officers, to be 
visors shall be sworn. sworn. R.S.,c.ll, ~ 52. 

SEC. 86. School committees, at their first meeting, shall designate by Superintend
ing school 

lot, one of their number to hold office three years, and another two years, committees, 
when first 

and certify such designation to the town clerk, to be by him recorded. chosen, shall 

The thll .. d member shall hold office one year' rand each memb er elected' alTange terms . , , . of office. 
to fill the place of one whose term expires, shall hold office three years. 1880, c. 171. 

They shall fill all vacancies in their number until the ne}.'i annual to\V11 See § 18. 

meeting. Two memhers constitute a quorum; and if there is but one 
in office, he may fill vacl1ncies; provided, lwwever, that if the one thus -vacancies, 

how filled. remaining in office declines or neglects to fill such vacancies, the munici-
pal officers shall fill the same; and they shall fill all vacancies arising 
in the office of supervisor until the next annual election. 

SEC. 87. Superintending school committees shall perform the follow- Duties. 
R.S.,c.ll, § 54. ing duties: 

I. They shall appoint suitable times and places for the examination 
of candidates proposing to teach in town, and shall give notice thereof by 
posting the same in two or more public places within the town at least 
three weeks before the time of said examination, or by the publication 
of said notice for a like time in one or more newspapers having the 

To appoint 
time and 
place for 
examination 
of teachers. 
See §§ 67, 95. 

largest circulation in the county. They shall employ teachers for the 4 Me., 45. 

several districts in the town, unless the town otherwise vote, as provided ~~~e93;O~(3. 
in section five, and notify the several agents of the teachers employed 
and the compensation agreed to be paid. Five days constitute the -school week 

and month. 
school week, and four weeks a school month. 1883, c. 240. 

II. On satisfactory evidence that a candidate possesses a good moral Instructors of 

h t 1 1 di . . 't bl t b . t f youth exam-C arac er, ane a temper aU( SposltlOn Sill a e 0 e an illS ructor 0 inatioi:J. of. 

youth, they shall examine him in reading, spelling, English grammar, 1873, c. 120. 

geography, history, arithmetic, book-keeping and physiology, and such 
other branches as they desire to introduce into public schools, and par-
ticularly into the school for which he is examined; also as to his 
capacity for the government thereof. 

m. .They shall give to each candidate found competent, a certificate tcertifih' cate to eac ers. 
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CHAP.n. 
SEC. 87 .. 
1871, c. 215. 
20 Me., 40, 
155. 
26 Me., 59. 
27 Me., 277. 
See § 98. 
To direct the 
course of rn
st:ruction and 
text-books. 
R.S .. c.ll, § 54. 
3S Me., 3940. 

-purchase 
and sale of 
bool,s, how 
regulated. 

Examine 
schools. 

May dismiss 
teachers for 
sufficient 
cause. 
3 Me., 453. 
16 Me., 185. 

E}.llel 
scholars. 
38 Me., 391. 

Exclude 
scholars not 
vaccinated. 

Direct 
expenclitures. 
See § 2. . 
PresCl'ibe 
sums to be 
paid in cer
tain cases. 
See c. 2, §§ 1-3. 

Classify 
scholars. 
See §§ 68, 69. 

Make annual 
report. 
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that he is qualified to govern said school and :instruct:in the branches 
above named, and such other branches as may be necessary to be taught 
there:in ; or they may render valid by :indorsement, any graded certificates 
issued to teachers by normal school pr:incipals, county supervisors or the 
state super:inteudent. . . . 

IV. Direct the general com-se of instruction, and select a uniform 
system of text-books, due notice of which shall be given; any text-book 
thus :introduced, shan not. be changed for five years unless by vote of the 
town; any person violat:ing this provision shall fOlfeit not exceecling five 
hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action of debt by any school offi
cer or person -aggrieved. And when said committee have made such 
selection of school books, they may contract, undei- section eight, with the 
publishers for the purchase and delivery thereof; make such rules as 
they deem effectual for their preservation and return; or, if they are 
kept for sale, may regulate the sale and appo:int an agent to keep and sell 
them, and fix the retail price, which shall be marked on the title page of 
each book. 

V. Exami?e the schools, and :inquire :into the regulations and disci
pline thereof, and the proficiency of the scholars, for which purpose one 
or more of the committee shall visit each school at least twice :in SUIllIller 
and twice in w:inter; aml'use their influence to secure the regular attend
ance at school of the youth :in their town . 
. VI. After due notice and :investigation, they shall dismiss any teacher, 

although having the requisite certificate, who proves unfit to teach, or 
whose,services they deem unprofitable to the school; and give to said 
teacher a certificate of dismissal and of the reasons therefor, a copy of 
which they shall reta:in, and immediately notify the district agent of such 
dismissal, which shall not deprive the teacher of compensation for pre-. . 
VlOUS serVIces. 

VII. Expel any obstinately disobedient and disorderly scholar, afte~
a proper :investigation of his behavior, if found necessary for the peace 
and usefulness of the school; and restore him on satisfactory evidence of 
his repentance and amendment. 

VIII. Exclude, if they deem it expedient, any person not vaccinated, 
although otherwise entitled to admission. 

IX. Direct or approve in writing the expenditure of school money 
apportioned to inhabitants not included :in any district. 

X. Prescribe the SUIll, on payment of which persons of the required 
age, resident on territory, the jurisdiction of which has been ceded to 
the United States, :included :in or sUlTounded by a school district may 
attend school :in such district; and when such territory adjoins two or 
more districts, they shall designate the one where they may attend. 

XI. Determine ,,,hat description of scholars shall attend each school, 
classify them, and transfer them from school to school in districts where 
more than one school is kept at the same time and no district committee 
is elected, and they may authorize the admission of scholars :in one district 
:into the schools of another. 

XII. At the annual town meet:ing, they shall make a written report 
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of the condition of the schools for the past year, the proficiency made CHAP. II. 
by the pupils, and the success attending the modes of instruction and 
government thereof, and transmit a copy to the superintendent of com-
mon schools. 

SEC. 88. They shall annually make a statement containing the fol- Annual 
'. . statement. 

lowing particulars: R.S.,c.ll, § 55, 

I. The amount of money raised and expended for the support of Pal-ticulars. 
schools, designating what part is raised by taxes, and what part from -money 

expended. 
«ther funds, and how such funds accrued. 

II. The number of districts and parts of districts in their town. al~i~f;. of 
III. The number of children between four and twenty-one years of Number of 

age, belonging to their town in each district, on the first day of April ~~~en in 
prececUug. . 

IV. The number of such children who reside on islands, or in any On islands. 
other part of the town not in any district. 

V. The whole number and the average number of scholars attencUug 
the summer schools; the whole number and the average, attending the 
winter schools, also the total number of different scholars attending 
school two weeks or more of· the preceding year, as shall appear from 
the teachers' registers returnable to said officers agreeably to section 
ninety-six. 

Return of 
scholars. 
1873, c. 134. 

VI. The average length of the summer schools in weeks; 
age length of the winter schools in weeks; and the average 
the schools for the year. 

the aver- Average 
length of 

length of schools. 
R.S.,c.ll, § 55. 

VII. The number of male, and of female teachers employed in the Number of 
teachers. 

public. schools during any part of the year. 
VIII. The wages of male teachers a month, and the wages of female Teachers' 

teachers a week. exclusive of board. 
IX. They shall give in their returns, the number of scholars cor

rected to the fii'st day of April preceding the time of making said 
returns, and full and complete answers to the inquiries contained in the 
blank forms furnished them by law; certify that such statement is true 
and correct, according to their best knowledge and belief; and transmit 
it to the office of the state superintendent on or before the first day of 
each May. When but one member of the committee remains, he shall 
make said returns. 

SEC. 89. IT any school agent neglects to make the return required 
in section ninety-four, the school committee shall immediately make 
such enumeration and be paid a reasonable sum therefor, to be taken 
from the amount apportioned to the district of such delinquent agent. 

SEC. 90. They shall return under oath to the assessors, on or before 
the fifteenth day of May, annually, the number of scholars in each school 
district, according to the enumeration provided for in sections eighty
nine and ninety-four. 

SEC. 91. IT any parent, master or guardian, after notice from the 
teacher of a school that a child under his care is deficient in the neces
sary school books, refuses or neglects to fur~sh them, the superintend
ing school committee, on being notified by the teacher, shall furnish him 

wages. 
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superintend
ent of com
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If agent neg
lects to return 
scholars. 
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R.S.,c.ll, § 56. 
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R.S.,c.ll, § 57. 
1876, c. 142. 
Committee to 
furnish books 
if parents or 
guardians' 
neglect. 
R.S.,c.ll, § 58. 
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with them at the expense of the town; and such expense may be added 
to the next town tax of the parent, master or guardian. 

SEC. 92. Superintending school committees and supervisors, on satis
fying the municipal officers that they have made the returns to the super
intendent of common :;;chools required by law, shall receive for their ser
vices one dollar and fifty cents a day and all necessary travelling expenses, 
and no more, unless ordered by the town. . 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL AGENTS. 

SEC. 93. Each school agent elected by the town or district, shall be 
sworn by the moderator, tuwn or district clerk, 01' a justice of the peace, 
and continue in office one year, and until another is chosen and qualified 
in his stead; his duties and powers are as follows: (a) 

I. In March or April, annually, to call a district meeting for the 
choice of an agent, and for other business, by causing notice to be given 
as provided in this chapter, which meeting shall be called by the agent 
without application therefor. 

II. To provide fuel and utensils necessary for the schools, make repairs 
upon the school-houses and out:-buildings, and procure insurance of the 
same if the district so directs; but no more than one tenth of the money 
apportioned to the district ~hiLll be expended for such repairs in one year, 
exclusive of fuel and insurance. 

m." He shall, within the year for which he is chosen, p81form all the 
duties required by law, and if he refuses or neglects so to do, so far as 
practicable, the municipal officers, on complaint of any inhabitant of the 
district, and after due notice and investigation, may appoint a special 
agent to discharge such duties, who shall be sworn, and have all the 
powers and p81form all the duties of school agent for the district. 

IV. To return to the municipal officers, prior to the expiration of his 
term of service, an account of his official expenditures, with the neces
sary vouchers. 

V. When school district agents are empowered py the. town to 
employ teachers, they shall, before the commencement of a term of school, 
give written notice to some member of the school committee or to the 
supervisor, when it is to commence, whether to be taught by a master or 
mistress, and how long it is expected to continue. 

SEC. 94. Each school agent shall return under oath to the assess
ors and school committee, in April, annually, a certified list of the names 
and ages of all persons in his district, from four to twenty-one years, 
corrected to the £l'st day of said month, leaving out of said enumera
tion all persons coming from other places to attend any college or acad
emy, or to labor in any factory, or at any manufacturing or other 

, business. 
Committee 
may do duties 
of agent. 
R.S.,c.li, § 62. 
See § 53. 

SEC. 95. In school districts not having legal voters, the" school 
committee of the town shall peIform the duties imposed upon school 
agents by specifications two and four of section ninety-three. 

(a) 20 Me., 441; 26 Me., 58. 
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DUTillS AND QUALIFICATIONS OF INSTRUCTORS. 

SEC. "96. ' Every teacher of a public school shall keep a register 
thereof, containing the names of all the scholars who enter the school, 
their ages, the date of each scholar's entering and leaving, the number 
of days during which each attended, the length of the school, the teacher's 
wages, a list of text-books used, and all other facts required by the blank 
form furnished him; such register shall .at all times be open to the inspec-
tion of the school committee, and be returned to them at the close of the 
school. No teacher shall be paid for his services, until such regIster, 
properly filled, completed, and signed, is deposited witJI the school com
mittee, or with a person designated by them to.l'eceive it. 

SEC. 97. The presidents, professors, and tutors of college~, the 
preceptors and teachers of academies, and all other instructors of youth, 
in public or private institutions, shall use their best endeavors to impress 
on the minds of the children and youth committed to their care and 
instruction; the principles of morality and justice, and a sacred regard 
for truth; love of country, humanity, and a universal benevolence; 
sobriety, industry, and frugality; chastity, moderation, and temperance; 
and all other virtues which ornament human" society; and to lead those 
under their care, as their ages and <;:apacities admit, into a particular 
understanding of the tendency of such virtues to preserve and perfect a 
republican constitution, secure the blessings of liberty, and promote their 
futur~ happiness; and the tendency of the opposite vices, to slavery, 
degradation and ruin. 

SEC. 98. Whoever teaches a district school without first obtaining a 
certificate from the school committee of the town, forfeits not exceeding 
the sum contracted for his daily wages, for each day he so teaches, and 
is barred from receiving pay therefor; and no certificate shall be valid 
for more than one year without the approval of the s~perintending school 
committee annually indorsed thereon. 

SCHOOLS IN PLANTATIONS. 
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SEC. 99. Plantations have the same powers and liabilities as towns, Powers of 
£ £ . di" . plantations or the ormatIOn of stncts, electlllg committees or superVIsors, treas- to form 
urers, collectors, and school agents, and for raising, assessing and collect- sghtr°9lt ~ ~ ~ dis 'IC os. • 
ing school money, not exceeding one dollar for each inhabitant, to be R.S., c.ll,§ 66. 

61 Me., 4.w. 
apportioned and expended as in towns; and the districts therein shall 
elect school district officers, whose powers and duties shall be the same 
as those of like officers in towns. The assessors of plantations may take 
a census of the inhabitants thereof, at the expense of the plantation, and 
when so taken, the" money raised therein for schools shall be upon the 
basis of such census and not upon the census of the state. 

SEC. 100. School district meetings shall be called by the assessors 
of the plantation, on written application of three or more legal voters 
in the district, stating the reasons and objects thei'eof, and notice shall 
be given as for meetings in town school districts. - " 

SEC. 101. Such districts, at meetings .called for the purpose, may 
raise money and choose committees to hire, buy or build a school-house 

District 
meeting, how 
called. 
R.S.,c.ll, §67. 

Districts may 
raise money 
and choose 
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for their use; and the plantation assessors shaH make a valuation of the 
real and personal estate in the district, -whether owned by residents or 
not, including wild lands, assess the money so raised on the polls and 
estates, and commit the tax to the collector, who shall collect it and pay 
it to the treaSUTer. 

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 102. The governor with the advice and consent of council shall 
appoint a state superintendent of common schools, who shall be sworn 
and continue in office three years, or dUTing the pleasUTe of the execu
tive; vacancies shall be filled by a new appointment for a like term. 

SEC. 103. An office shall be provided for him at the seat of govern
ment, where he shall preserve all school reports of this state and of 
other states which he may receive, the retUTns of the school committees 
of the various towns, and such books, apparatus, maps, charts, works on 
education, plans for school buildings, models, and other articles of inter
est to school officers and teachers as may be procUTed without expense, 
to the State. 

SEC. 104. His duties are as follows: 
1. To exercise a general supervision of all the public schools, and to 

ad vise and direct the town co]llIllittees in the discharge of theil' duties, 
by circular letters and personal conference, devoting all his time to the 
duties of his office. , 

n. To obtain information as to the school systems of other states and 
countries, and the condition and progress of common school education 
throughout the world; to disseminate this information, 'with such practi
cal hints upon the conduct of schools and the true theory of education 
as observation and investigation convince him to be important, by public 
addresses, circulars, and articles prepared for the press; and to do all in. 
his power to awaken and sustain an interest in education among the 
people, and to stimulate teachers to well directed efforts in theil' work. 

Ill. To take 'such meaSUTes as he deems necessary to seCUTe the 
holding of a state educational convention once each year, with a View of 
bringing together the teachers, school committees, and friends of educa
tion, for consultation with reference to the interest of common schools 
and the most approved method of instruction. 

IV. If sufficient encouragement is afforded by the citizens, to hold in 
each county once dUTing each year a public meeting or institute for 
teachers and educators. 

V,. To prepare and cause to be printed and distributed such portions 
of the proceedings of state institutes or teachers' conventions as he deems 
important in the fUTtherance of education. 

VI. To prescribe the studies to be taught in the common schools, 
reserving to town committees the right to prescribe additional studies. 

VIT. Annually, to report to the governor and council the result of 
his inquiries and investigations, and the facts obtained from the school 
returns, with such suggestions and recommendations as in his judgment 
would best promote the improvement of common schools. 
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SEC. 105. Such superintendent shall prepare and print blank fOl1lls 
for all returns required by law, or deemed by him necessary, and shall, 
on the first day of each March, forward to town clerks, blanks for the 
annual school retmn, and registers for the school year commencing on 
the first day of April following; and said clerks shall forthwith deliver 
the same to the school committees of their towns. 

SEC. 106. He shall, on the first day of each June, notify the school 
committee of any town whose retmns were not received at his office in 
May, and shall, annually, ascertain on the first day of July, the number 
of children between four and twenty-one years of age, in the towns from 
which retmns are received, and furnish a list thereof to the treasmer 
of state. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 107. The northern normal school at Farmington, the eastern 
normal school at Castine, and the western normal school at Gorham, shall 
. be conducted for the pmposes and upon the principles herein set forth. 

1. They shall be thoroughly devoted to the training of teachers for 
their professional labors. 

II. The comse of study shall include t];te common English branches 
in thorough renews, and such of the higher branches as are especially 
adapted to prepare teachers to conduct the mental, moral and physical 
education of their pupils. 
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III. The art of school management, including the best methods of rut of school 
government and instruction, shall have a prominent place in the daily management. 

exercise of said schools. 
IV. Said schools, while teaching the fundamental truths of Christian

ity, and the great principles of morality, recognized by law, shall be free 
from all denominational teachings, and open to persons of different 
religious connections on tel1llS of eCluality. 

V. The principals of the normal schools' and of all other schools in 
which normal departments are supported, wholly or in 'part, by the State, 
shall keep a register containing ~he names of all students entering such 
schools or departments, the date of entering and leaving, their ages, 
number of days' attendance, the length of the term, a list of text-books 
used, and all other information re'quired in the blanks fmnished by the 
state superintendent. Such register and blanks shall be retmned to 
said superintendent by the first day of each December, and the informa
tion so fmnished shall appear in his annual report, for the use of the 
legislatme. . 

SEC. 108. The ·course of study shall occupy two years with suitable 
vacations; and with the terms of admission shall be arranged by said 
superintendent, subject to the approval of the governor and council. The 
trustees may arrange for a comse of study, occupying three years, for 
such students as elect to pmsue the same .. 

SEC. 109. .Any student who completes the comse of study prescribed, 
and otherwise complies with the regulations of the school, shall receive 
a diploma certifying the same. 
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SEC. 110. Applicants for admission shall be sL\:teen years of age if 
females, and seventeen if males, and shall signify their intention to 
become teachers and come under obligation to teach in this state for at 
least one year, and if they receive a diploma, two years after they have 
graduated; on these conditions they shall be received without charge for 
tuition; but each pupil must pay one dollar and fifty cents for incidental 
expenses of the school. 

SEC. 111. Sai.d schools are under the direction of a board of seven 
trustees, five of whom shall be appointed by the governor, with the 
ad ,rice and consent of council, for not more than three years under one 
appointment; an9. the governor and superintendent of common schools 
are, by virtue of their office, members of the board. Each of the trustees 
appointed by the governor shall receive ten cents a mile for actual 
travel each way, and two dollars a day for his services when employed. 
Said board has charge of the general interests of said schools; shall see 
that the afi'au's thereof are conducted as requli'ed by law and by such 
by-laws as the board adopt; employ teachers and lecturers for the 
same; and, annually, on the first day of December lay before the 
governor and council, for the information of the legislature, a financial 
statement, furnishing an accurate detailed account of the receipts and 
expenditures for the school year preceding. 

SEC. 112. For support of the three normal schools, nineteen thousand 
dollars is annually appropriated, to be expended under the direction of 
said trustees, which sum the treasurer of state shall deduct for said pur
pose from any school money raised for the support of common schools. 
The governor and council may, from time to time, as they think proper, 
draw warrants therefor on said treasurer in. favor of said trustees. 

PENAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 113. Forfeitures under this chapter, not otherwise provided for, 
may be recovered by indictment, and shall be paid into the treasury of 
the town where they occurred, for the support of schools therein, in 
addition to the amount requli'ed by law to be raised; but the costs of 
prosecution shall be paid into the county treasury; any town neglecting 
for one year, so to expend such money, forfeits an equal sum to any 
person suing therefor in an action of debt. 

SEC. 114. Whoever, whether a scholar or not, enters any school
house or other place of instruction, during or out of school hours, while 
the teacher or any pupil is present, and ,vilfully interrupts or disturbs 
the teacher or pupils by loud speaking, rude or indecent behavior, signs 
or gestures, or wilfully interrupts a school by prowling about the build
ing, making noises, throwing missiles at the school-house, or in any way 

. disturbing the school, fOlfeits not less than two nor more than twenty 
dollars, to be recovered as aforesaid, or on complaint. 

SEC. 115. If a minor injures or aids in injuring any school-house, 
out-buildings, utensils or appurtenances belonging thereto; defaces the 
walis, benches, seats, or other parts of said buildings by marks, cuts or 
otherwise; or injures or destroys any property belonging to a school 
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district, such district by its agent or committee, may recover of his CHAP. 1l. 
parent or guardian, in an action of debt, double the damage occasioned -double 

damages. 
thereby. 

SEC. 116. Whoever defaces t4e walls, benches, seats, blackboards, 
or other parts of any school-house or out-buildings belonging thereto, by 
obscene pictmes, language, marks or descriptions, shall be £ned not 
exceeding ten dollars, On complaint made within one year. 

STATE SCHOOL FUNIlS. 

Penalty for 
defacrng 
school
honses, out
buildings,&c. 
18H, c. 165 .. 
See c.124,§ 13. 

SEC. 117. The treasmer of state shall keep a separate account of Permanent 
. d . d school fund. 

all moneys reCelve from sales of lands appropnate for the support of R.S.,c.ll, § 91. 
73Me 126 schools or from notes taken therefor, [J,nd of any other moneys appro- .,. 

pr~ated for the same purpose; and such sum shall constitute a permanent 
school fund,which may be put at interest as the legislatme directs. A.. 
sum equal to six per cmit. of the amount of such fund,· and all money 
received by the State from the tax on banks, shall be annually appropri- See c.47, § 37. 

ated to the support of common schools, and distributed among the several 
towns according to the number of children therein between fom and 
twenty-one years of age. 

SEC. 118. The treasmer shall, immediately after the first day of Treasll!er to 
. apportion 

July, apportlOn to the towns all state school funds for the year, accord- school funds. 

ing to the list of children fmnished by the superintendent of common §~~3§§6~?, ~~: 
schools, as provided in section one hunch·ed and six. The number of 
scholars belonging to a town from which either the school committee or -basis when 

. . returns are 
the municipal authorities have failed to make the returns required by not received. 

law, shall be reckoned by taking the number used as the basis of the last 
apportionment, and deducting all scholars set off to other towns, or incor-
porated into a new town within a year, and one tenth of the remainder, 
and the residue shall be the basis of the new apportionment. Immedi
ately after making the apportionment, the treasurer shall notify each 
town' of its proportion; which shall not be paid to any town until its 
return is made to the superintendent of common schools, nor so long as 
any state tax assessed upon such town remains unpaid. 

SEC. 119. A.. tax of one mill on a dollar shall annually be assessed 
upon all the property in the state according to the valuation thereof, and 
shall be known as the mill tax for the support of common schools. 

SEC. 120. This tax shall be assessed'and collectep. in the same manner 
as other state taxes, and be paid into the state treasury and designated as 
the school mill fund. 

SEC. 121. This fund shall be distributed by the treasurer of state on 
the first day of January, annually, to the several cities, towns and plan
tations according to the number of scholars therein, as the same shall 
appear from the official return made to the state superintendent for the 
preceding year. 

SEC. 122. All of the school mill fund not distributed or expended 
during the £nancial year shall at its close be added to the permanent 
school fund. 
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CHAP. 11. PROVISIONS RESPECTING LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. 

Presidents of SEC. 123. Presidents of colleges are removable at the pleasure of 
colleges, ten- h d h . fi h' me of office. t e trustees an overseers, W ose concurrence IS necessary or t err 
R.S.,c.ll, § 93. election. 

Fees for SEC. 124. No officer of a college shall receive as perquisites any fees 
:;;~~~ed. for a diploma or medical degree conferred by such college, but such fees 
RS.,c.ll, § 94. shall be paid into the college treasury. 
Innholders, SEC .. 125. If an innholder, confectioner, or keeper of a shop, board-
stable-
keepers, and ing house, or livery stable, gives credit for food, dr-ink, or horse or car-
~~~~~~ not to riage hire to any pupil of a college or litel:ary institution in violation of 
~~e~:~~t to its rules, or without the consent of its president or other officer author- -
R.S.,c.ll, § 95. ized thereto by its government, he forfeits a sum equal to the amount 
-penalty. so credited, whether it has been paid or not, to be recovered in an ac-
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Form of 
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1879, c.llO, § 3. 

tion of debt by the treasurer of such institution; half to its use, and 
half to the town "\\her~ it is'located; and no person shall be licensed 
by the municipal officers for any of said employments, if it appears that 
within the preceding year he had given credit contrary to the provisions 
hereof. ' 

SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. 

SEC. 126: The governor, \'lith approval of the council, may send such 
deaf persons as he deems fit subjects for instruction at the expense of 
the State, to the .A.merican Asylum at Hartford, Connecticut, or to the 
Portland School for the Deaf at Portland, as the parents or guardian 
may designate in their written application for aid. 

SEC. 127. The governor may dr-aw his w~rrant for the sums neces
sary to pay- for the instruc~on and support of such pupils as may be sent 
to said institutions, respectively, pursuant to the preceding section, the 
same not to exceed one hunch-ed and seventy-five dollars a ye~r for each 
pupil. 
• SEC. 128. The following blank forms shall be used in all applications: 

---, -- --,18-. 
"To His Excellency, the Go~ernor of the State of Maine: 

I, --, of the town of , in the county of --, and State 
of Maine, respectfully represent to your Excellency that my --, aged 
-- years, is deaf? and cannot be properly instructed in the public 
schools of this state; and that I am unable, in addition to my other nec
essary expenditures, to defray the expense attending -- instruction 
and support. I therefore respectfully request that your Excellency will • 
send -- either to the .A.merican Asylum at Hartford, Connecticut, or 
to the Portland School for the Deaf at Portland." 

(Signed) --. 

--, ----, 18-. 
"The undersigned, being acquainted with -- --, a resident of 

the -- of --, are of the opinion that the foregoing statement made 
by -- is true, and that ---- is entitled to the benefit of the legis
lative appropriation for the education of deaf persons. 
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(Signed) CHAP. 11. 

,Mayor 1 
------ of the city of --. 

---
------ Aldermen 

or l --- ---; Selectmen of the town of --." 

--, -- -' -,18-. 

I hereby certify that the above namecl -- --, a deaf person, is 
D.'ee from all contagious diseases, and, as I believe, from all immoralities 
of conduct; is neither sickly nor mentally weak, ancl is a fit subject for 
instruction at the expense of the State. 

(Signed) --, M. D. 

Questions to be answered by the parent or guardian: 

1. Names of parents. 
2. Residence. 
3. Birthplaces of parents. 
4. Were either of them cleaf and dumb? 
5. Have they other chilm'en deaf and dumb? 
6. Name of child. 
7. Birthplace of child. 
8. Was the child born deaf and dumb? 
9. Has the child ever spoken? 

10. If it has, when was hearing lost? 
11. What was the cause? 
12. Has the child ever been to school? 
13. How much has the child been taught ? 
14. Do you prefer to have the child sent to the .American Asylum at 

Hartford, or to the Portland school for the Deaf at Portlal).d ? 
15. Is the child mentally weak? 
16. Does the child now speak; if so, how many words? 
17. Remarks. " 

14 
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