
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



\ 

THE ." 

REVISED STATUTES 
OF THE · . , 

STATE OF MAINE, 
PA,.SSED JANUARY 25. 1871; 

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED 

THE CONSTITUTIONS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES ilTD OF. THE STATE OF MAINE: 

WITH AN APPENDIX. 

BY AUTHORITY OF THELEGISL.!.TURE .. 

PORTLAND: 

PUBLISHED BY BAILEY & NOYES. 

------------------~----~----------------~! 



'!~TLE XII.] HOUSES QF CORRECTION. 917 

dollars; each of the guard, three hundred and :fifty dollars. The CHAP. 141. 
warden may board the subordinate officers, overseers, and guards, at 
a price, to be fixed by the governor and council, not to exceed two 
dollars and fifty cents per week, to be deducted from their· salaries. 

SEC. 48. The governor with advice of council is authorized to Approplia-
• ". tions to be 

draw warrants on the treasury of the state ill favor of the warden for paid to the 

all such sums of money, as they, from time to time, deem proper, R~S~e~'140, 
which are appropriated by the legislature for the support of the state § 46. 

prison .. 

CHAPTER ~41. 

HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 
, . 

COUNTY HO:US,ES OE CORRECTIOY. 

SEC. 1. County commissioners to provide honse of correction, appoint master, supply 

tools and mateliols for work, and establish rules. Jail to be used till snch 

is provided. 

2. Appointment, powers, dnties and ~mpensation of overseers. 

3. Snpervision by overseers. 

~. De~cliption of persons liable to be sent to honse of correction, and the term 

of their confi,nement. 

5. Conditions of discharge at the end of the term. 

'" 6. Provisions for extension in case·of paupers .. 

7. Master to give notice to the overseers of the poor where the honse of correc­

tion is, and they, to the overseer~ of .the town 1fhere the prisoner h!J.s his 

settlement. 

8. Employment ~nd restrni.I).ts of prisoners. 

9. Puni~h~ent by ablidgment of food. 

10. Allowance to prisoners from their earnings. 

11. Provision for the sick and disabled. 

12. Master to render acconnt of prisoners' earnings. Specinl nllowance to him in 

certain cases. 

13. Master may demand sums dne him of the prisoner, his parents, m~ster or 

guardian, or the overseers of the town. 

14. Snit tp.erefor against snch parties within two yeaTS, 

15. Kindred 'of the prisqner liable to master or town. 

16. Expenses of prisoners committed by court, how paid. 

ToWN ;HOUSllS OF CORRECTION. 

SEC. 17. Town honses of correction and their object. 

18. Oversee~s thereof, 

19. Of work honses appropriated. to the like nses. 

20. Compensati?n of overseers and master. 

21. Dnties of the overseers. 

22. Support of the prisoners. 
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CHAP. 141. S£0.23. Powersof overseers to commit persons to such house. 
24. Form of the order for commitment. 

COUNTY HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 

Conuty com- SEC. 1. The county commissioners in each county shall erect or 
missioners to 
provide honse otherwise provide, at the expense of the county, a convenient house 
of correction f' ti' h t a1r d d 'th 't bl d'" &c. ' 0 correc on, were no ea y one, WI SUI a e a UOllllllg.accom-
R. S. c.l41,§ 1. modations to be used for the custody reform and employment of , , . , . 

offenders lawfully committed thereto; procure and keep suitable mate­
rials, implements, and other necessaries sufficient at all times to keep 
them at work; appoint a suitable master of such house to hold his 
office during their ple.asure; and establish such rules and orders, not 
repugnant to law, as they deem necessary for the purposes aforesaid, 
and for managing the prudential concerns of the institution; but until 
such house is thus provided, .the county'jail may be used for that pur 
pose. 

Appoi~tmel!-t, SEC. 2. Where circumstances require it" they shall annually 
power"duties 'hr fi 'bl d .:1:_ f h ' , nn~compen- appomt t ee or ve sUIta e an lillicreet persons 0 t eIT coun~y, liv-
sntion of over- , h h f . b h £ h seers. mg near t e ouse o· 'correction, to e overseers t ereo, w 0 shall 
R. s. c. 141,§ 2. see that the rules and orders, established for the government or" such 

house and the parsons confined therein, are duly observed; examine 
the master's accounts relating to the earnings of the prisoners and 
expenses of the institlltion;' . keep a fairly written register of all their 
official proceedings ; make contracts for work to be done in the house 
with any person disposed to supply the materials. therefor, and for let­
ting out any of the prisoners to employers living near enough, in their 
opinion,to the house of correction, for the overseers or master to have 
a general inspection of their conduct and treatment ; and receive 
from the earnings of the prisoners, or if they are insufficient, from the 
county ~reasury, a reasonable compensation, to be allowed by the 
commissioners. 

Supervision by SEC. 3. The' commissioners may remove the overseers, and fill all 
overseers. 
R. S, c.141,§ 3. vacancies happening by removal, resignation, or otherwise; and at 

least as often as every regular session, inquire into the state of the 
house of correction, examine the register and accounts of the over­
seers and master, and make any legal alterations in the treatment 
and government of the prisoners that they deem expedient, 

Persons linble SEC, 4, Any trial justice in his county, on complaint under oath, 
to be sent to . 
house of cor- for a term not exceeding thirty days, and the supreme judicial court, 
rection, &c. 
R. S. c.l41,§ 4. On indictment, for a term not exceeding six monilis, may commit to 

said house all rogues, vagabonds, and idle persons going about in any 
town in the county begging; persons using any subtle craft, jugglery, 
or unlawful games or plays, or for the sake of gain pretending to 
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have knowledge in physiognomy, palmistry, to tell destinies or for- CHAP. 141. 
tunes, or discover lost or stolen goods; common pipers, fiddlers, run-
aways, drunkards, night-walkers, railers, brawlers, and pilferers; per-
sons wanton' or lascivious in speech or behavior, or neglecting their 
callings or employments, mis-spending ,;hat they earn, and not pro-
viding for 'the support of themselves and their families. 

SEC. 5. At'the expiration of the term, the prisoner shall not be Conditions of 
. .' d d' discharge at discharged, until he pays all arrears of costs an expenses atten rug the end of the 

his commitment, support, and employment in' such house; unless t~e ~~·c. 141,§ 5. 

overseers of the poor, where the house is, or of the town to which he 
belongs, pay such arrears, and in writing certify to the master, that, 
in their opinion, the public good will not reqUire his longer confine-
ment. ' 

SEC. 6. Notwithstanding the payment of such costs and ex- Provision for 

if h . h 11 • d li f th e..-..tension in penses, t e prISOner as actua y reCOlve re e as a pauper, e case of pau-

overseers of the poor ~ either of said towns, on complaint to the jus- k~rs: c. 141,§ 6 

tice or court by whom they were committed, may procure ~ exten-
sion of the confinement, of not more than thirty days at a time, by 
the justice, nor more than six months, by the court; and such appli-
cation may be renewed,. if occasion requires it, on like complaint; 
and in all cases the prisoners shall be brought before the justice or 
court to answer to the complaint. 

SEC. 7. Such masters, within ten days after the commitment of lIIa:;ter t~ give 
, " , h h f . hall' . h f notice to m'er-anY'person to suc ouse 0 correction, s gIve notice t ereo to seers of the ... 

the overseers of the poor of the town where it is situated; and if the h~~~:·~e~~~e 
prisoner has actually received relief as a pauper, said overseers shall R,cg,o~ ~11~c7. 
give the same notice thereof to the overseers of the poor of the town 22 Me. 385. 

f his I al I t . - d' th . hi h 51 Me. 457. o eg sett emen , as IS reqUIre ill 0 .or cases ill w c paupers 
become chargeable 'in places where they have no legal se~tlement. 

SEC., 8. The master of such house may set to work all persons Employm~nt 
. d hi d £ th bl d' th· f and restramts ComIDltte to s custo y, SO ar as ey are a e, urmg e time 0 of ~risoners. 

their confinement; and if their deportment renders it expedient, he R. ,c.141,§ s. 
, may put shackles or fetters on them to prevent resistance or escape, 

without Ulillecessarily inflicting pain or interrupting labor. 
SEC. 9. If any prisoner is stubborn, disorderly, idle, refractory, Punisl~ment 

.J.' 'hi . d k . h ,by almdgment or refuses to penorm s appoilltetas ill a proper manner, t e mas- of food. ' 

t b 'd his I f £ d 'til h li 'th 'th R. s. c. 141,§ 9. er maya rI ge supp y 0 00 un e comp es Wl e reason-
able requirements of the master and overseers. . 
. SEC. 10. The prisoners shall be allowed two-thirds of their net Allowance to 

earnings for their support, and the res~due shall belong t{) the master, i~i~~;~[~~~ 
unless they are heads of families; then the whole net profit of their'fi~: c. 141, 

labor, or so much thereof as the county commissioners order, shall be 
for the relief and support of them and their families. 

SEC. 11. If any prisoner, from sickness or other cause, is unable Pro~sion for 
. his h f' the SIck and to work so as to support hImself from s are 0 earnmgs, the, mas- disabled. 
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CHAP. 141. tel' shall provide for him comfortably, and be reimbursed as herein­
R. S. c. 141, after provided. 

1I
§r11.

t 
t SEC. 12. The master shall keep an exact account of all profits 

as er 0 ren- . 
de~'accoupt of and earnings of prisoners, and of his disbursements for their support, 
pnsoners if' th' f h . . d lib' d earnings, &c. spec ymg e times 0 t ell' COmmItment an eration, an present 
R. S. c. 141"t th t th . . f his all d ft § 12. 1 , on oa ,0 e COmmISSIOners 0 county, annu ' y an 0 ener 

if directed, and they may make him such further allowance, as they 
think reasonable, in special cases, for his care, labor, and, services, 
besides the third of the earnings as before provided. 

Master may . SEC. 13. When ,a sum of money is due' the master under the 
demand sums • • f t'L! h fr . . , d h' . dul 
due him of thQ prOVISIOnS 0 mS C apter om any pnsoner, an IS account IS y 
k~s~~~r41:c. allowed and certified to be correct by the commissioners, he may 
Ute. 457. demand it of the prisoner, if of age, otherwise, of his parent, master, 

or guardian; and if the party liable is not able to pay, he may 
demand it of the overseers of the town where such prisoner has his 

Snit therefor 
within t'II"o 
years. 
R. S. c.141, 
414. 
22 life. 385. 

legai settlement. ' 
SEC. 14. At any time within tWo years from the date of the cer­

tificate of allowance, and fourteen days after such uemand in writing, 
if the money remains unpaid, the master may commence his action 
for it, declaring as on an implied promise, and recover what is found 
justly due, of the prisoner, his parent, master, guardian, or town, as 
the case requires, with legal interest from the date of demand, and 
costs; if the party respondent was duly notified by the commissioners 
before the allowance of said account, their certificate shall be pre­
sumptive evidence of '"the correctness thereof; and, in either, case, it 

, may be disproved by evidence on the part of the respondent. 
Ki}ldred Of SEC. 15. If there is kindred, obliged by law to maintain the pris-
pnsouer lIable •• 
to muster or oner, as provldedm ,chapter twenty-four, such master or the town, 
if~~. 141, obliged to pay his accolllt, may have the same remedy to recover it 
§ lli. of such kindred, as is provided in that chapter for towns, which have 

incurred expense for the rel,ief and support of paupers. 

E:: f 
SEC. 16. When any person, convicted before the supreme judi-

xpenses 0 

pI1soners eom- cial court for an offence punishable by imprisonment or fine, is com-
mItted by • d h h f . th' f k . CO~Irt, how mltte to t e ouse 0 correctIOn, e expenses 0 "eepmg, support-
k~lg: c.141, ing, and employing such offender, after deducting the net amount of 
§ 16. his earnings, shall be allowed by the commissioners of the county, 

Town honses 
of correction 
and their 
object. 
R. S. c. 141, 
§ 17. 

and be paid to the master of such house out of the county treasury, 
with the same right of reimbursement from the treasury of the state, 
as the accounts of jailers for prison charges, for persons confined for 
offences against the state. 

TOWN HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 

SEC. 17. Any tuwn, at its own expense, may build and niaintain 
a house of correction, or may appropriate in part or in whole any 
work-house owned by such town for such purpose; and any person' 
belonging to or found in such town, liable to be sent by a trial justice 
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to the county house of correction; may be sent to such toWn house by CHAP. 141. 
any justice of such town, and by the like process; but the provisions 
of this section shall not restrain .such justice from committing any 
person so liable to the county house of correction; and the respondent 
party may appeal as in other cases. . 

SEC. 18. The selectmen of any such town shall annually appoint OYerseers 
thereof. 

three, .five, or seven discreet persons, overseers of such house, and R. S. c.141, 

may establish, from time t9 time, such rules and orders not repugnant § 18, 

to law, as they deem necessary for governing and furnishing persons 
lawfully committed thereto. 

SEC. 19. When any work-house is so appropriate·d for a house of Of work . 
• houses for like 

correction, the master thereof shall be master of the house of oorrec- uses. 

tion; but in other cases the overseers thereof shall appoint a suitable fi~' c, 141, 

master, removable at their pleasure. 
SEC. 20. The overseers and master of such town house of correc- Compensation 

ti shall h h 
. £ h' . . all of oyerseers 

on ave suc compensation or t elr serVIces as IS annu y and master. 

t d b th ·· t R. S. c, 141, vo e y ell' owns. § 20. 

SEC. 21. The overseers, from time to time, shall examine into the Duties of the 

d . I d f h h d h t th overseers. pru entia concerns an management 0 suc ouse, an see t a e R. S. c, 141, 

master faithfully discharges his duty. § 21. 

SEC. 22. Every person committed to such town house of correc- S~pport of the 

tion shall be supplied by the keeper with a suitable quantity of bread f{ls~n2i41, 
and water, or other nourishment, as the overseers order; and all § 22. 

expenses incurred for commitment and maintenance, exceeding the 
earnings of the person confined, shalt be paid by the parties liable for 
similar charges in the case of persons committed to a county house of 
correction. 

SEC. 23. . The overseers of any such town. house of correction Powers of 
't th £ t din £ ty . h h overseers to m~y COmmI ereto, or a erm not excee g or elg t .ours, any commit p~r-

person publicly appearing intoxicated, or in any manner violating the ILI·S: c. 141 

public peacE:', when the safety of the person intoxicated, or the good § 23. . , 

order of the community requires it; till such person can be convenienUy 
carried before a magistrate and restrained by complaint and warrant 
in the usual course of criminal prosecutions. 

SEC. 24. The form of the order for commitment may be in sub- Form of order 
, t £ II for commit-
S ance as 0 ows: . ment. 

To A. B., master of the h011,se of correction in the town of --: f2~: c.141, 

You are hereby required to receive and keep C. D. in said hous~ of 
correction for the term of -- hours, unless sooner discharged by 
our order. 

E. F., 1 Overseers of said house 
G. n., ! of correction. 

And any sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, or other person, to whom 
such order is given by said overseers, shall forthwith apprehend and 
convey. such· person to said house of correction, and deliver him to 
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CHAP. 142. the master thereof, to be taken and kept agreeably to the order; .and 
shall be entitled to receive from the town such fees for service and 
travel as are allowed for service of waIT ants. 

ClIAPTER 142. 
THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL. 

SEC. 1. Appointment, term of office, powers and duties of the trustees of the reform 

school. 
2. Who may be sentenced thereto, 

'8. Same subject, expenses of commitment and subsistence, how paid. 
4. Residence, if known, to be set out in mittimus, in certain cases. Effect. 

5. Superintendent may recover of towns in ccrtain cases. Notice how given. 

6. How'they shall be instructed and disciplined. 
7. Proceedings when trustees or superiritendent do not receive him or he is incor~ 

rigible. 

8. Costs of transportation paid by the county. 

9. Form of commitment and effect of discharge. 

10. Trustees may bind out boys. 

11. In what branches they shall be insh'Ucted. 

12. 'Powers aud duties of superintendcnt. 

13. .All contracts to be made by superintendent and approved by h'Ustees. Snits 

thereon. 
14. Visits and examina~ons by the trustees, and their annnal reports. 

15. Governor to draw warrants for appropriations. State treasurer to pay forty 

two dollars annually for librar~. 

Government of Th f th £' h 1 b . the state re- SEC. 1. e government 0 estate re orm sc 00, esta Iished 
~~e~cgf~~_ for the instruction, employment, and reform of juveriile oft'endEll:s, in 
tees

tr
· MtaY.

th 
the town of Cape Elizabeth, in the county of Cumberland, is vested 

con ac WI ' 

the secreta,rY in a board of :five kUf\tees appointed by the governor, with the advice 
of the Intenor. f . d .. d h ld th' ffi d' 1865, c. 322. 0 the council,' an cODlIllisslOne to 0 ell' 0 ces urmg the 
1866, c. 33. pleasure of the governor and council, but not more than four years 

under one appointment. They are allowed ten cents a mile for 
actual travel each way and two dollars a day for their services, when 
employed. They have charge of the general interests of the institu­
tion, shall see that its affairs are conducted as required by the legisla­
ture; and such by-laws as the board may adopt; see that proper dis­
cipline is maintailled therein; provide employment for the inmates, 
and bind them out, discharge, or remand them, as hereinafter provid­
ed; appoint a superintendent, subject to .the approval of, and during 
the pleasure of the governor and council, and appoint such other 
officers as in their judgment the wants of the institution require; 
prescribe the duties of all the officers thereof;' exercise a vigilant 
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