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CRAP. 136. 

FINES AND COSTS IN CRTIlIINAL CASES. [TITLE XI. 

CHAPTER 136. 
COLLECTION Al',"'D DISPOSAL OF FTh"'ES AND COSTS IN CRIMINAL CASES. 

DUTY OF TITE CLERK IN RELATION THERETO. 

SEC. 1. Certificate of fiRes: aRd costs requircd' from the clerk of the judicial courts. 

County to pay costs in criminal cases. Fines aud costs to be paid into 

COURty treasury. 

2. Duty of clerks to collcct fiues and costs, or issue proccss. 

DUTY OF SITERIFFS AND OTHER OFFICERS. 

SEC. 3. Officers to pay over to county treasurcr fiRes and costs collected. 

4. PeRalty for their Reglect. Treasurer's duty. 

5. Officers rcceiving warraRts, &c., for collcction, to produce receipts to the court, 

or giyC a good excuse. 

6. Shcriff to deliver OYer certaiR sccuritics to the COllRty trcasurer. 

DUTY OF TRIAL JUSTICES. 

SEC. 7. Justices to accmmt for, aRd pay oyer fincs totreasnrers of county or tOWIl; 

penalty for neglect. 

S. Justice to keep docket, to present it to countycommissioRcrs. Thcymay sum­

mon him before them. 

9. May issue capias, if hc fails to appcar, 

DUTIES OF.,COUNTY TREASURERS. 

SEc.l0. Fees allowed, must be claimed within three years. 

11. Treasurer to exhibit schcdulc of notes for cost, to eouRty commissioRcrs. Du­

ty of commissiitners. 

12. Couuty treasurer to publish lists of costs. 

13. Treasurcr to rcport to attorney geReral. 

DUTY OF COUNTY ATTORNEYS. 

SEC. 14, The COURty attorneys .slwll examine the records of courts, and accouuts of 

treasurers, aud move for process to eRforce collection. 

15, He shall summon auy dclinqRent officcr before the court to show caRse why 

fiues are not colleeted, and use all other meaRS to eRforce collections. 

Fines forfeit- SEC. 1. All fines, forfeitures, and costs in criminal caBes shall be 
u
l 

rcs adi'~d cosdts, paid into the treasury of the county where the offence is prosecuted, 
lOW spose 

of. Co~ts for the use of such county, and all the costs and expenses attending 
how patd. h d" . f .. l' . th . h 11 b 'd 1 'd Clerks to make tea mllllstratlOn 0 CrImma Justice erem, s a e pal )y sm 
~1P~~;t~.f bills county, unless otherwise specially provided. The supreme judicial 
f85~; ~ .. 11f,,§1. court, 'and the superior court for the county of Cumberland, shall 
H 1,2, 3, 4. allow bills of costs accruing therein, but all other costs and expenses 

in criminal cases shall be audited by the commissioners of the county 
where they accrued. The clerks of the courts shall attest duplicate 
copies of all bills of CostB allowed therein, and certificates of all fines 
and forfeitures imposed and accruing to the county, before the rising 
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of the court, or immediately after, and deliver one of said copies and ClIAP. 136. 
certificates to the county treasurer, and retain one for the use of the 
county commissioners. 

SEC. 2. He shall, in default of payment to him of fines, forfeit- Duty?f clerkdS as to fines an 
ures, and· bills of costs, issue warrants of distress, or such' other costs. 

fi d 
_£ h . R,S.c.136,§2. 

process therefor as the court n s necessary, to elllorce t e execution 
of any order, sentence, or judgment in behalf of the state; deliver 
them to the sheriff, or to such coroner or constable as the county 
attorney ilirects, and enter of record the name of the officer and the. 
time when they are delivered to him. 

DUTY OF SHERIFFS M,""]) OTHER OFFICERS. 

SEC. 3. .All sheriffs, jailers, constables, and coroners, who, by Officers to pay 
. t f h' ffi . fin . Ii £'tur bill f t oyer to county Vll' ue 0 ten' 0 ce, reCeIve any es, or el es, or s 0 cos S, trcasurer fines 

except debts and costs received upon execution in favor of the state, ~~I(lc~~~~. 
shall forthwith pay them to the treasurer of the county in which they R:.S. c.136, § 3. . 18aS. e. 41, § 1, 
accrued. 

SEC. 4.· If any such officer neglects t{) pay over such fine, for- Penalty for 
£ . £ h f 1..:. d f h . h f neglect. elture, or costs, or t e space 0 tilll'ty ays a tel' t e receIpt t. erep ; Treasurer's 
or if he permits any person, sentenced to pay such fine,' fO.rfeiture, or ft~1~L.136, § 4. 

bill of costs, and committed to his custody, to go 'at Jarge without 1858, c. 41, § 1. 

payment, unless by order of law, and does not, within . thirty days 
after such escape, pay the amount thereof to the county treasurer, 
he shall forfeit and pay double the amount; and the county treas-
urer shall give notice of such negl~t to the county attorney, who 
shall sue therefor in an action of debt, in the name of such treasurer, 
to the use of the county. 

SEC. 5. Every sheriff or other officer, to whom any process is 9fficers reeeiv· 
e • lng warrants, 

com1llltted for the recovery of any such fine, forfeIture, or costs, by &c. 
the clerk of the courts, shall, at the next session of the court in the R. s. c. 136, § 5, 

same county, produce thereto a receipt in fullJor the same, or assign 
a satisfactory. excuse for not doing so; and in case of neglect the 
court shall order a prosecution to be commenced therefor by the 
county attorney. 

SEC. 6. The sheriff' in each county, as often at least as every Sheriif to de. 
thr~e months, shall deliver over to the treasurer of his. county, all!~'~~1:;;~;ritie3 
notes or other securities by him taken for fines and cost,,> on the lib- trcasurer. 

, R. S, c.·136, § 6. 
'eration of poor convicts from prison pursuant to law. . . 

DUTY OF TRIAL JUSTICES. 

SEC. 7. Every trial justice or judge of a municipal or police Justic.e to puy 
sh fin· . oYcr fines to 

court all render an account of and pay over all es and forfeItures treasurer of 
by him received, upon convictions and sentences before him, accming ~~~,~;i'{' 
to the county, to the treasurer of the county, and lrhen they accrue R. S. c,136 §T, 

to the town, to the treasurer of the town, within six 'months after he 
receives the same; and for any neglect, he shall forfeit and pay, in 
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CILll'. 136; each instance, double the amount, to be recovered in an action of 
debb in the name of the county treasurer, when they accrue to the 
state or county, and in the name of the town treasurer, when they 
accrue to the town. 

Justice shill SEC. 8. Every such justice s~all keep a COlTect docket of aU 
~~ifp~~~;~~it examinations and trials had before him, of persons accused of crimi­
~~=s~f~n~rs nal offences, setting forth therein a true account of all :fines and for­
T~~~Y feitures by him imposed or received upon convictions, or sentences; 
6~on u~d and once a year deliver or transmit to the county commissioners of 
eXUlmne hIm . • • gul . h d 
on ou~h. .A.l- his county, at one of thell' re ar sessIOns, suc ocket or a copy 
~o;;;~~~~!:s- thereof, accompanied by his affidavit that he has faithfully complied 
i~~~,~~g~8,§2. with the requiren;tents of the preceding section; and said commission-

ers shall examine said dockets or copies and may summon such jus­
tice to appear before them with his original docket and rEcords, by 
giving him not less than ten days' written notice, served by giving 
him a copy in hand, or by leaving it at his last and usual place of 
abode. He may be examined on oath relative to his official conduct, 
and if it is fOUild that he has faithfully observed the requirements of 
law, he shall be allowed reasonable compensation for his travel and 
expenses, to be pald from the county treasury. 

If"he fulls to SEC. 9. When he fails to appear, the commissioners may issue a 
~£;~'~u~~piUS capias and have him brought, With his papers, before them; and if he 
1805, c. 288, § 2. fails to show reasonable cause for his neglect, he shall' pay the 

expenses of bringing him before the commissioners, and they may 
issue a walTant of ill~ress for the collection of the same. 

COUNTY TREASURER. IDS DUTIES. 

Fees mnst be SEC. 10. All Sunls allowed to any person as fees, or for expenses 
claimed within • • • al ti . d bl fr th ty tr threeyeurs. ill any crIIDID prosecu on, an paya e om e coun easury, 
R .• S. c.180, § 9. may be claimed by such person of the county treasurer, at any time 
18()8, c. 41, § 1. 

within tlITee years after the allowance, and not .afterwards. 
Treasurer to SEC. 11. A schedule of all notes and securities,' with the amount 
exhibit IL 
schednle of due on each, received by the county treasurer from the sheriff pur-
~g~:J~s~~ers suant to section six, shall be by him laid before the county commis­
-thProceedings sioners at their next session, to be filed with the clerk, and the 

ereon. 
They shill county commissioners, from time to time, shall examine such notes 
uudit ull crill· • • . . 
inul costs. and securItIeS; order the county attorney to take such measures for 
R. S. e.130, th' 11 t' th' d ill t' th' th §§ 13,14. ell' co ec IOn as ey JU ge expe en, or au orlZe e treasurer 

to compound and cancel them on such terms as they direct. 
Co~nty trens- SEC. 12. Each county treasurer shall, at the close of the terms 
:i: li~~orb- of the supreme judicial court in his county, and of the court of 
~~~~s, ~4i § 5. county commissioners, cause to be published in some paper printed 

, , in said county tlITee weeks successively, a list containing the aggre-
gate amount of costs allowed in each case, and specifying the co"urt 



T~LE XL] FINES AND COSTS IN CRIMINAL CASES; - 897 

or magistrate that allowed the same, and before whom the case CHAP. 136. 
originated. 

SEC. 13. He shall, on or before the twentieth day of November, ~~;?t~~~~:-e­
annually, make a report t~ the attorney general, showing the amount l~ll~~m~' 
paid out of his office during the year 'ending the :first day of N ovem- ' 
bel', for costs of prosecutions in the supreme judicial court, in the 
superior court for the county of Cumberland, on bills of costs allowed 
by' county commissioners for support of prisoners in jail, ·to grand 
jurors and to traverse jurors at terms of court held exclusively for 
criminal business; also the amounts received from fines, costs, and 
forfeitures in said courts, from magistrates, jailers and other officers. 

DUTY OF COUNTY ATTORNEYS. 

SEC. 14. The· county attorneys shall examine the records and The county nt­

files in the offices of clerks in their counties, and the certificates and ~~~~es:e~ 
accounts in the offices of the county treasurers, relating to fines, for- I{ds: ~ei36, 
feitures, and bills of costs, accruing to their several counties; ascer- U51 e. 41 § 1. 

tain, as far as practicable, the causes of any delinquencies in paying , , 
over the same; and move the court for all necessary orders and 
processes to enforce the collel:tion thereof. 

SEC. 15. When it appears that any sheriff or other -officer is not He shnll sum-
d· h d f . bill f . him mon (lny ISC arge 0 any fine, forfeIture, or 0 costs, comillltted to delinqnent of-' 

II h hall h· d d fleer before the to co ect, t e county attorney s cause 1m to be summone an court, &e. 

brought before the court that imposed it, to show a proper discharge, fi~' c. 136. 

or the cause for not collecting. and p~ng it over; and he shall ,carry 
into execution all lawful orders of the court relating to the collection 
and payment' thereof, and, by all other means pertaining to his office, 
promote and enforce the same. 
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