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TITLE XI.] JURISDICTION OF CRIMES. 

CHAPTER 131. 

JURISDICTION OF OFFENCES, A.c'ID GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING 

THERETO. 

JURISDICTION OF CRIMES. 

Slic. 1. Original and appellate j'urisdictiou of the snpreme jndicial conrt in criminal 

cases. 
2. Offeuces committed near the bonudary of two conuties, and death iu one 

couuty from an injnry iu another. 

3. ,Death withiu the state from au injury inflicted on the high seas or without 

the state. 

4. Acqnittal of part of an indictment and connction of the residne. 

5. Where au accessory before or after the fact may be tried. 

ACCESSORIES. 

SEC. 6. Acces,sory before the fact punished the same as principal, and conYictcd with 

or without him. 

7. Who are accessories "after the fact. 

ATTE:llPTS TO CmLllIT OFFENCES. 

SEC. 8. Attempt with an overt act to commit an offence, how punishable. 

DEFINITIONS .A1."D ALLEGATIONS. 

SEC. 9. Definition of "felony." 

10. Of "owner" of property, as nsed in indictments. 

11. General allegation of intent to defraud sufficient. 

12. Complaints and indictments not to b.r-quashed for omission of the words "fel

oniously," "force and arms," "against the peace," and "contrary to the 
,form of the statute." 

RECOVERY A..'a> AI'PPOPRUTION OF FINES. 

SEC. 13. Fines and forfeitures to be recovered by indictment and accrue to the state 

unless otherwise pronded. 

LIMITATION OF PROSECuTIONS. 

SEC. 14. Prosecntions limited to sL,;: years, dedncting absence from the state. 

JURISDICTION OF CRIMES. 

871 

CHAP. 131. 

SEC. 1. The· supreme judicial court shaH have original jurisilic- Jurisdiction of 
. l' t fall" .. 1 £r t h f theS. J. Court. tion, exc USIve, or concurren , 0 crlIDilla ouences, excep t ose 0 &c. . 

which the jurisiliction is conferred by law on municipal and police fi~' c. 131, 

courts and trial justices, and appellate jurisiliction of these. 
SEC, 2, When an offence is committed on the boimdary between Offcnces com-

, , hill h.l .. d d h f al d ruitted near two countIes or WIt one unw'e ro stereo ; or a mort woun the boundary 

h ' 1 ,,', infli' d ' dIn' . t d' of two conn-or. ot er VIO ence or illJill'y lS cte, or pOlSon a lIDS ere ,ill one ties, &c. 

county whereby death ensues in another, the offence may be alleged R. S. c.131,§2. 

in the complaint or indictment as committed, and may be tried ill 
either. 
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CRAP. 131. 'SEC. 3. If a mortal wound or other violence or injury is inflicted, 
Death within or poison administered, on the high seas or without this state where-
the state from b d th 'th' this t t h ~ b' d' h an injury in- y ea ensues WI ill . S a e, suc ouence may e trle ill t e 
~~t~~;~~~thout county where the death ensue·s; and if such act is done within and 
R. S. c.131,§ 3, death ensues without this state, such offence may be tried in the-

county where the act was done, as if death had there ensued. 
Acquittal of SEC. 4. When a person, indicted for any offence, is acquitted ~f 
part of an in-
dict~el?-t and a part by the verdict of the jury, and found guilty of the residue 
conVIctIOn th f .. b . d d d d b h d of the rcsidue. ereo , such ~erdict may e reCeIve an recor e y t e court; an 
f4~' c.131, he may be considered as convicted of the offence, if any, which is 

Where an ac
cessory before 
or after the 
fact may; be 
tried. 
R. S. c. 131, 
§ 5. 

substantially charged by such residue, and be punished accordingly 
though such offence would not otherwise be within the jurisdiction of 
said court. . 

SEC. 5. Every accessory, before or after the fact, may· be tried 
in the county having jurisdiction of the principal offence, though the. 
accessory offence was committed on the high seas or without the 
state; and if the principal offence was committed in one county and 
the accessory offence in another, the latter may be tried in either. 

ACCESSORms. 

Accessory bc- SEC. 6. Whoever aids in the commission of any felony, or is ac-
fJre the fuct h t b £ th f: t b lin ·bir· h' punished the cessory t ere 0 e ore e ac, y counse g, mg, or ot erWlse 
sameasprinci- procurin[J' the same shall be punished in the manner prescribed for 
pal, and con- '" , 
~~~gn~v~~~r the punishment of the principal felon; and such accessory, when a 
R. S. c. 131, felony is committed wit}:rin or without the state by his procurement in 
~9\Ie. 84, the state, may b~ indicted and convicted as an accessory ~ith the 

principal, or after )lis conviction, or of a substantive felony, whether 
the principal is convicted or amenable to justice or not, and punished 
as aforesaid. Whoever is accessory after the fact to a felony may be 
indicted, tried, and sentenced, whether his principal has or has not 
been convicted. 

Who are acces- SEC. 7. Every person, not standing in the relation of husband or 
sories after the -!~ t hild th .. 1 ~ d h h b . al fact. wue, paren or c ,to e prillClpa ouen er, w 0 ar ors, conce s, 
R. S. c. 131, 
§ 7. maintains, or assists any principal felon or accessory before the fact, 

kn0wing him to be such, with intent that he may escape detection, 
arrest, trial, or punishment, shall be deemed an accessory after the 
fact, and shall be punished by imprisonment not more than seven 

. years, and by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars; but in no case 
shall such punishment exceed the puni.shment to which the principal 
felon on conviction would be liable. 

ATTEMPTS TO COMMIT OFFENCES. 

Attempt with SEC. 8. Whoever attempts to commit any criminal offence, and 
an overt act to d bin t d't b t f:~:l- . . t t d d' 't commit an oes any t g owar s 1, U (llltl, IS ill elTup e ,or prevente ill 1 S 

~!~~;£\~~ execution, where no punishment is expressly provided for such at
f8~' c. 131, tempt, shall be punished, when the offence thus attempted is punish-
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able with death, or imprisonment in the state prison for life, by impris- CHAP. 131. 
onment not less than one, nor more than ten years; but in all other 
cases, by the same kind, but not exceeding one half of the 'punish-
ment that might have been irrflicted, if the offence attempted had 
been committed. 

DEFINITIONS .A},TJ) ALLEGATIONS. 

SEC. 9. The term" felony," when used in any chapter in this p,efiniti~~ of 

title, sball be construed to include every offence punishable with death, le~~n!."l3l, 
or by imprisonment in the state prison. (a) . § 9. 

SEC. 10. In an offence in any way relating to real or personal Of "owner" 

estate, it shall be deemed sufficient and not a variance, if proved at ~~!c{rl~%.c~~ 
the trial that, when the offence was committed, the actual or construc- it.e~~s~. 131 

tive possession, or the general or special propedy in whole or in pad § 10. ' 

of such estate, was in the person oi' community alleged in the indict-
ment to be the owner thereof. 

SEC. 11. When an intent to den'aud is necessary to constitute Genernlullega-
~ . b 11 b uffi' t t -'1 all . h' di till tion of intent any ollence, It s a e s Clen 0 ill ege gener y III t e ill cent to defraud suf-

an attempt to defraud; and if there appears'on trial an intent to de- ~:t~. 131, 

fraud the United States, any state, county, town, person, or corpora- § 11. 

~ion, it shall be sufficient. 
SEC. 12. No indictment or complaint shall be quashed, nor judg- Complu!nts 

h d -~ d b f th .. . and millct-ment t ereon alTeste or i1J..l.ecte y reason 0 e oilllsslOn or illlS· ments not to 

statement of the title, occupation, estate, or degree of the accused; ~;r~~~ign, 
of the name of the city, town, or cOW1ty, of his residence, or of the ~~·s. c.131; 

words "feloniously" "force and arms" "acrainst the peace" or § 12. , ,<:> '15 Me. 199 

" contrary to the form of the statute;" if such omission or mis-state- 476. --, 

ment does not tend to his prejudice. " 

RECOVERYA},TJ) APPROPRIATION OF FINES. 

SEC~ 13. .All fines and forfeitures, imposed as a punishment for Fines and for-
~ fi . 1 t' 1 t ft· t d ty h feitures to be any Ollence, or or a VIO a Ion or neg ec 0 any s .atu e u ,wen recovered by 

no other mode is expressly provided, may be recovered by indictment; ~~ctment, 
and when no other appropriation is expressly made by law,'s~all inure fi~' c.131, 

to the state. 
LL\IITATION OF PROSECUTIONS • 

. SEC. 14. When no other limitation is provided by law, no indict- Prosecution 

d 
. limited to six 

ment for any offence, except treason, mur er, arson, or manslaughter, years, deduct-

h II b fi d ft . . n th .. th f b t' in'" absence s a e oun a er SIX years 'om e commlSSlOn ereo; u any frgm the state. 

time, during which the offender is not usually and publicly resident fi2: c. 131, 

in this state, shall not be a part of said six years. . 

(a) 29 Me.8!; 32 Me. 369; 3aMe. 48; 48 Me. 218. 
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