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"TITLE XI.] LIBELS. 

CHAPTER ~29. 

LIDELS. 

SEC .. 1. Definition of !L libel !Lnd of !L publication. 

2: Punishment for m!Lking or pnblishing!L libel. 

3. Wh!Lt persons shall be responsible for libels printed or published in their offi

ces, newspapers, &c., unless on negative proof. 

4. How f!Lr the truth of !L public!Ltion is a justific!Ltion. 

5. Jury judges of the I!LW !Lnd the facts. 

867 

CHAP. 129. 

SEC. 1. A libel is the malicious defamation of a living person, I?efinition of !L 

d bl' b .. . . . . tur t ti"' libel !Lnd of !L ma e pu IC y any prllltlllg, Wl'ltlllg, SIgn, pIC e, represen a on 9r pUblic!Lt~on. , 

effigy, tending to provoke him to wrath, expose him to public hatred, ~o ~i:~: ~~9, § 1. 

contempt or riclicule, or to deprive him of the benefits of public con- ~~ ~:: l8~: 
fidence "and social intercourse; or of a deceased person, thus made ~! ~~: m: 
public, designed to blacken and vilify his memory, and tending to 55l1Ie. 42: 

scandalize or provoke his relatives or friends; but nothing shall be 
9.eemed a libel unless there is a publication thereof; and t4e delivery, 
selling, reading or otherwise communicating a libel directly or incli-
rectly to any person, or to the party libeled, "shall be deemed a publi-
cation. 

SEC. 2. Whoever makes, compoi!l~, dictates, writes, or prints a Punis~ment 
lib I dir b d illf II bli h 

. for !L libel. 
e; ects or procures ~t to e one; w u y pu . s es or crrcu- R. S. c.129, § 2. 

lates it, or knowingly and willfully aids in doing either, shall "be pun-" 
ished by im'prisonment less than one year, and by fine not" exceeding 
one thousand dollars. " 

SEC. 3. Whoever "manages or controls the business of a printing :~l~tb~e;!~ns 
office, bookstore, or shop, as principal or agent, or is, in whole or in sponsib17 for 

• d" bli h f libels pnnted part, propnetor, e Itor, prlllter, or pu s er 0 "a newspaper, pam- or published, 

phlet, book, or other publication, shall be responsible for any libel ~~s. ~.129, § 3. 

printed or published therein, unless he can 'prove on trial that it was 
printed and published without his knowledge, consent, or suspicion," 
and that, by reasonable care and dil~gence, he could not have prevent-
oed it. 

SEC. 4. In prosecutions for any publication relative to the official How far the 

d f . bli . . h l'fi' f . truth of!L pub-con uct 0 men ill pu c capaCIties, or t e qua 1 catIOns 0 cancli- ~ic!L~on i~ !L 

d t fi ul uff h th tt bli h d . Justification. 
a es or pop ar s rages; or were e ma er pu s e IS proper R. S. c.129, ~ 4. 

for public infonnation, the truth thereof may be given" in evidence, 
and if proved, shan be a complete justification; and in prosecutions 
for all other libels, the truth thereof, thus prdved, shall be a complete 
justification, unless it appears that such publication originated in cor-
rupt and malicious motives; and if any alleged libel is not justified in 



868 PREVENTioN OF CRIMES. [TITLE XI. 

CHAP. 136. either of said modes, it shall be deemed malicious, unless the contrary 
is clearly proved. . 

Jury judges of SEC. 5. In all indictments for libel, the jury after receiving the 
law and fact. direction of the court may determine at their discretion the law and R. s. c.129, § 5.' , 
18 Me. 346. the fact. 

SEC. 1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

CHAPTER 130. 
PROCEEDINGS FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRIMES. 

Justices of the snpreme judicial court aud magistrates may require sureties 

of the peace and good behanor. 

On complaint that an offence is" threatened, ma"oistrates may issue warrants, 

if they think fi t," fo bring the accnsed before them. 

He"may then be ordered to find sureties to keep the peace for not more than 

one year, and pay the costs, but not be bound oyer to court miless a opecific 

offence is chaigcd. 

If he complies, to be discharged; if not, to be committed, and magistrates 

return papers to the next conrt. 

Proceedings, if the complaint is not sustained. Costs, if malicious or friyol-

ons. 

Appeal to the next snpreme judicial court "and proceedings thereon. 

Consequences, if the appellant fails to prosecute. 

How reeognizance may be taken after commitment. 

When magistrat: may reqnire sureties, Without a formal complaint. 

Persons" going armed, Withont-reasonable cause. 

All recognizances to be returned to snpreme jndicial court, and the court may 

remit the penalty. 

Sureties on recognizances may sun-ender their principals, as in" case of bail in 

ciYil actions . 

• Tustices of the SEC. 1. The judges of the supreme judicial court, and of 
~~~.;~~: " municipal and police courts, in vacation or in court, and trial justices 
trates may re- in their counties, shall have power to cause all laws for the preserva
qaire sureties 
of the peace tion of the public peace to be kep£; and in the execution thereof 
and good be-". .,. k h d b "f 
hanor. may reqUITe persons to glVe secunty to -eep t e peace an e 0 
R.S.c.130,§1. db h' h' f 'd d . goo e aVlOr, as. erema tel' proVl e '. . 
On complaint SEC. 2. .Any such magistrate, on complaint that any pel'son 
that offence is hr 't fti" .. • th '" ty"f threatened, t eatens to comnu an 0 ence agamst e "person or proper 0 

~~'s. c.lao, § 2. another, shall examine, on oath,the complainant and any other wit-
nesses produced, reduce the complaint to writing, and cause the com
plainant to sign it; and, if on examination of the facts he thinks 
there is just cause to fear the commission of such offence, he shall 
issue a warrant reciting the substance of the complaint, and com
manding the officer, to whom it is directed, forthwith to arrest th'e 
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