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740 PERSONAL PROPERTY LIBELLED. TITLE IX.] 

CHAP. 98. 'by action of debt any.sum of money, which ought to have been paid. 
pursuant to· the order of court. 

CHAPTER 98. 
PERSONAL PROPERTY SEIZED, Al.'ID LOST GOODS; AND PROCEEDINGS 

THEREON. 

SEC. 1. Seizure of forfeitedpersonlll property, by the person entitled thereto. 

2. To be restored to clnimant, on his giving bond. 

8. The smneto be appraised. 

4. Inventory nnd appraislll, if there is no clnimnnt. 

5. If the vlllue exceeds men ty -aollars, libel to be in the supreme judicilll c6urt. 

How notice of libel to be given. 
6. Proceedings and decree thereon. Court may order party sigmng to give bond. 

7. ~ libel is not supported, or is discontinued, court shall decree restoration. 

Dmnages for seizure.without probable cause. 

B. If the vlllue is less than 'twenty dollars, libel to bebefore a trlaljustice. 

9. Appelll; decree to be affirmed, if appelll is not prosecuted; -aepositions may 

be used in the mill . 
. 10,11. Duty of finder of goods worth three do1lars, or.more; also, worth ten dollars, 

or more. 
12. Proceedings;if ownerappears,in·one yelir. 

:13. If no owner appears within. one year, the finder to have the money or goods, 

on paying one.half the vlllue to the town treasurer. 

14. Penlllty, if findElitnegleets to give notice. 

Who may sclze SEC. i. When any personal property is forfeited for an offence, 
. forfeited per- d 'al d' 'b d fi .. d sonlll prop- an no speCl mo e IS piescn e orrecovermg It, any person, entitle 
R.~: c. 9B, § 1. to the whole or part of it, may seize and keep it till final judgment, 

unless restored on the bond ·as herein provided. 
To be restored SEC. 2. If the 'person claiming it ·for himself or another, gives 
to clnimant on b d th ty' . ·th u:ffi' t ty t th . d' his rving , on.to· e .par SeIZmg, WI S Clen sure., 0 pay e appraISe 
~~S. ·c. 9B, § 2. value when it is decreed forfeited, it shall be restored to him. 
To be ap- SEC. 3. The value shall be ascertained by the appraisment of 
E~~~ed, and three' disinterested ·men mutually chosen by the parties ,; or if they 
R.S. c.98,§ 3. C8.nnot agree, by a justice of the peace of the county. 
Inven~ory~nd SEC •. 4. If no person claims the property after it has been BO 
apprlllslll·ifno '. d h rty' . h~ 11 • t 'd . claimant: seIZe· ,t epa selZillg s Wll cause an mven ory an appraIsement 
R.,s. c. 98,-§4. thereof to be made by three disinterested persons, under oath, 

appointed by·a justice of the county.; which shall be the rule .for 
deciding where the libel shall be filed. 

If the vlllue SEC. 5. If the property seized exceeds twenty dollars, the party 
tbc:i~\~221ed seizing, within twenty days thereafter, shall file a libel in the clerk's 
in S. J. C. :ffi f th . di . '1 t " th ty h th fii How notice of 0 ce 0 e supreme JU CIa cour m e coun were e 0 ence 
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was committed, stating the cause of seizure, and praying fora decree ·ClIAP. 98. 
of forfeiture. The clerk shall thereupon make out a notice to all per- li)Jel to be 

sons to appear at such court at the time appointed, to show cause why ir.Ys~~. 98, § 5. 

such decree should not be passed, which shall be published in some 
newspaper printed in the county, if any, if not,. in the state paper, at 
least fourteen days before the time of trial. 

SEC. 6. When there is a claimant, the court may order the party Comt may 

seizing to give bond to him with sufficient surety for the safe keeping ~~~~g~~\e 
of the property seized, and compliance with the decree of court for ~~eng~g;~~d 
restoration, and the payment of costs and damages, if not forfeited, decree thereon. 

. R. S. c. 98, § G. 
and may hear and determine the cause by a jury, or without, if the 1860, c.165. 

parties agree, and may allow costs against the claimant; if there is '. '. 
no claimant,the court shall decree the forfeiture and disposition of 
the property according to law, and a sale and distribution of the pro-
ceeds, after deducting all proper charges. . 

SEC. 7. -If the libel is not supported, or is discontinued, the court If libel is not 

h IT d . 'th' If h' supported, S a ecree a restoration of the property, WI costs. t e Jury or property . 

Qourt finds the seizur.e without probable cause, reasonable damages ~~~i~l;~d ~!._ 
shall be decreed for the clarn;:ant. . R~e~: c. 98, § 7. 

SEC. 8. When the property seized does not exceed twenty If the mlue is 

d II h · h b £ 'al" f h less than S20, oars, t e libel s all be filed e ore a tl'l. Justice 0 t e county libel to be filed 

h h . d d ft '. a£ 'd h before hial were t e offence was cOillIDltte ; an a er notice as Ol'eSM as jnstice. 

been posted at two or more public places in the county, seven days at R. S. c. 98, § 8. 

least before the day of trial, he shall try and decide the ~~use, and . 
make such decree therein as law req;rres. 

SEC. 9. Either party may appeal to the next supreme judicial Appeal; decree 

t · th t . . . th f I if th to be affirmed, cour m e coun y, recogmzmg as ill 0 er cases 0 appea; e if not prose-

appeal is not prosecuted, the court, on complaint, may affirm the ~iJ~~~ n;:~:o­
decree of the justice, with costs; and depositions, duly taken, may R. s. c. 98, § 9, -

be used in the trial of the action. 

SEC. 10. The finder of money or goods of the value of three Dfnty O]f finder 
o goO( s 

dollars or more, if the owner is unknown, within ten days next fol- worth S3, or 

lowing, shall give notice thereof in writing to the clerk of the town R.oS~~. 98, § 10. 

where they are found, post up a notification thereof in some public 
place in said town, and cause it to be publicly cried therein on three 
several days, if there is any public crier in said town. And if the 
value of said money or goods is ten dollars or more, the same shall 
.be cried and notice given by posting as aforesaid in two towns adjoin-
ing, in addition. 

SEC. 11. Every finder of lost goods of the value of ten dollars Also, if worth 

or more, within two months after finding, and l)efore using them to ~~~.~~ ~~nl. 
their disadvantage, shall procure a warrant from the town clerk or a 
justice of the peace, directed to two persons appointed by said clerk 
or justice not interested, except as inhabitants of the town, returna-
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CRAP. 98.' ble within seven days from the date in said clerk's office, to appraise 
said goods under oath. 

Proceedings, if SEC. 12. If the owner of such lost money or goods appears 
owner appears • hin 'd . to th I k d' bl . in one year. WIt one year after sal notice e c er ,an gIves reasona e 
R. S. c. 98, § 12. evidence of his ownership to the finder, he shall have restitution of 

them or their value, paying all necessary charges and reasonable 
compensation to the finder, to be adjudged by a justice of the peace 
of the county, if the owner andfinder cannot agree. 

Proceedings, if SEC 13. If no owner appears within one year, such money or 
~;p~~se~thln lost goods shall belong to the finder, -by paying one half their value 
R~~:~~J8, § 13. to the treasurer of said town, after deducting all necessary charges; 

. but if he neglects to pay it on demand, it .may be recovered in an 
action brought by said treasurer in the name of the town. 

Penalty, if - SEC. 14. If the finder of lost money or goods, of the value of 
fit nd7r negl.ects three dollars or' more, neglects to give notice to the town clerk and 
o grrc nonce. 

R. S. c. 98, § 14. cause them to be cried and advertised as herein provided, he shall 
forfeit the full value thereof, one half to the use of the town, and 
the other half to him who sues therefor,. and be liable to the owner 
for the lost money or goods. 
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