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CHAP. 97. 

SEC. 1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

B. 

9. 

10. 

BASTARD C~DREN. TIT:DE 14. 

CHAPTER 97. 
BASTARD CHILDREN AND THEIR JlIAINTENANCE. 

'Accusations by a woman pregnant with 'a bastard child, and her exnrirination. 

Jnstice may issue a warraut. 

Person arrested to give bond. On refusnl, to be coIumitted. 

qanse to be continued, if complainant is not delivered, or unable to attend 

court. Surrender of principnl by his sureties, nnd proceedings. 

Declaration must be filed before trinl; form thereof. 

On what conditions complainant may maintain her prosecution. 

Proceedings if respondent is adjudged guilty.' -Ifuot guiltY, reSpondent to be 
discharged. ' 

Complainant not to settle with the father, unless by the written consent of the 

overseers of the poor. 

To~ prosecuting, liable for costs, if respondent prevails. 

The father may be discharged from imprisonment, on taking the poor debtor's 

_ oath; his liability to the mother and town, after such discharge in action 

of debt. 

Accusation SEC. 1. When a womail pregnant with a child, that if born alive, 
by a woman ' , . 
pregnant with may be a bastard, or who has been delivered of a bastard child, 
~1l~fJ,t~~dd her accuses any man of being the father thereof, before any justice of 
"xamination. the peace and requests a prosecution against him he shall take her 
R. S. e. 97, § 1. -' , ' "', 

, accusation and exarniwttion on oath, respecting the accused, and the 
timEl and place when and where the child was begotten, as correctly 
as they can be described, 'and all such other circumstances as he 
deems useful in the discovery of the truth. (a) 

Justice may SEC. 2. He may issue his warrant for the apprehension of such 
~~~~ a war-' person, directed to the sheriff of any county in which the accused is 
R. S. c. 97, § 2. supposed to' reside, ·accompaniedby such accusation and examination. 
Person arrest- SEC. 3. - When the person is br~ught before such or any other 
ed to give J'ustice; he may require him to give bond to the complainant, with 
bond, or be 
committed. sufficient sureties, in such reasonable sum as he orders, conditioned 
R. S. c. 97, § 3.·. - - • di .' £ h 
~i'lIIe. 165. for his appearance at the next supreme JU Clal court or t e county 
3 Me. 433. • hi 'h h 'd d £ hi b'din th d f t 'th ' 19 lIIe.,409. ill W C S e reSI es, an or s a 1 g- e or er 0 cour ereon; 
~~ M~: m: and if he does not give it, he shall. commit him to jail until he does. 
g~ N~: ~t~: SEC. 4., If at such next or any subsequent court, the complain-
Cause to be ant is not delivered of her child, or is unable to attend court, or for . 
continued, if d h " d 'll 
complainant other goo reason, t e cause may be continued; an . the bond sha 
not then deliv- •• £ til fi '1 • d ' l' th '. f th ered. Sllrren- .remam ill orce un na JU gment, un ess e suretIes 0 e 
d:~ bof Phi~inCi- accused surrender him in court at any time before final judgment, pw y s , , , 
sureties_ which they may do, and thereupon they shall be clischarged; and he 
R. S. c. 97, § 4. hall b . d' d . . s e commItte' until a new bon 13 gIven. 

(al 8 lIIe. 163; 16 Me. 38; 18 lIIe. 30ol, 372; 36 lIIe. 486; 37 Me. 546; 39 :r,re.469 • . 



TITLE Ii.] BAST'ARD CmLDREN. 739 

SEC. 5. Before proceeding to trial, the complainant must fileaCHAF. 97. 
declaration, stating that she has been delivered of a bastard child ~~~~~~tit;~d' 
begotten by the accused, the time and place when and where it was ~efore trial;f' lorm th'lreo • 
begotten, with as much precision as the case will admit; that being R. s. c. 97, § 5. 

t th dis h th d '. h' ,. f h il h 1 Me. 304. pu on e covery of t e tru unng t e time 0 er trava ,s e 6 Mc.460. 

accused the respondent of being the father of the child~ and that she ~~ M:: ~~o. 
has been constant in such accusation. 56 Me. 317. 

.. S 6 Wh tho l' t h d'd t' b On whnt con-, EC. ~ en e comp aman as ma e'saa accusa Ion; een ditious, com-

examined on oath as aforesaid; been put upon the iliscoveryof the ~~~~~ h~~ 
truth of such accusation at the time 6f her travail, and thereupon has prossecution§. 6 , R .• c.97, • 
accused the same man with being the father of the child of which she 
is about to be deliver~d; has continued constant in such accusation, 

. and prosecutes him as the father of such child before such court; he 
shall be held to answer to such complaint; and, she may be a witness 

. .'in the trial. ' (c:i) , ' 
SEC. 7. If,on such issue, the jury finds the respondent not guilty, ,Proceedings. if 

h
' h' ' . . . rcspondent IS 
e s all be discharged; but if they find him guilty, or the facts m the ndjudged gull-

, declaration :filed are admitted by default or on demurrer, he shall be ~ilt~~gte 
adjudged the father of such child; stand charged with its maintenance, ~.s~~~~~~§ 7. 

,with 'the assistanc'e of the mother, as the court orders; and shall ~7~~.lg~6. 
give a bond, with sufficient sureties approved by the court, to the 
complainant to perform said order,' and a bond, With sufficient sureties' 

" so approved, to the town liable for the maintenance of such child; and· 
be committed till he gives them. The latter bond to be deposIted 
with the clerk of the courHor the USe of such town. 

SEC. 8, No woman, whose accusation and examination on oath, Complainnnt 
• , ' not to scttle' 

have been taken by a Justice of the peace at her request, shall make ~ith the fn.ther 

ttl t ' h th f: h' '. 1.!_ . .J! h t b 'fti t if town obJects' '. a se em~n WIt e at er, or grve llllll any wsc arge 0 ar or a ec in writing. 

such complaint, if objected to in writing by the overseers of the poor rs ~~'l~k § 8: 
: of the town interested ,in her support or the child's. 

SEC. 9. A town, prosecuting in behalf of the complainant, shall To~ pr.ose-
'h . h il £ hi b cuting, IInble ,be liable to t e respondent, If e preva 8, or s costs of court, to e for costs if res-

d . ti' f th th t his ti pondent pre-. recovere ill an ac on o. e case; or e cour may, on mo on, vills. 

enter judgment against the town for such costs, and issue execution1864
, c. 274, § 3. 

thereon. 
\. Sec. 10. When the father of such bastard child has remained How nnd when 

, ty d " il . h b . hI 1 'th h d thefnthermny nme ays ill Ja ,Wit out emg a e to comp y WI t e or er of be discharged 

court, he may be liberated by taking the poor debtor's oath, as' ~=e::PriAc_ 
'persons committed on execution' but he shall aive fifteen days' notice tion of debt to . '. o· recover S1ll1lS 

. of. his intention to do so, to the mother, if living, and to the clerk of dhue ~ter dis-. _ c nroe. 
the town where the child has its legal settlement, if in this state. R. s. c. 97, § 9. 

Th th d 'd t ft h lib' . . 19 Me. 409. e mo er, an sal own may, a er suc eration, recover of him 32 Me. 21., 

(a) 8 Me. 16B; 18 Me. 39, 304, 372; 23 Me. 573; 33 Me. 481; 3!! Me. 237; 35 Me. 433; 
39 Me. 469; 44 Me. 342; 56 Me. 317. 
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CHAP. 98. 'by action of debt any.sum of money, which ought to have been paid. 
pursuant to· the order of court. 

CHAPTER 98. 
PERSONAL PROPERTY SEIZED, Al.'ID LOST GOODS; AND PROCEEDINGS 

THEREON. 

SEC. 1. Seizure of forfeitedpersonlll property, by the person entitled thereto. 

2. To be restored to clnimant, on his giving bond. 

8. The smneto be appraised. 

4. Inventory nnd appraislll, if there is no clnimnnt. 

5. If the vlllue exceeds men ty -aollars, libel to be in the supreme judicilll c6urt. 

How notice of libel to be given. 
6. Proceedings and decree thereon. Court may order party sigmng to give bond. 

7. ~ libel is not supported, or is discontinued, court shall decree restoration. 

Dmnages for seizure.without probable cause. 

B. If the vlllue is less than 'twenty dollars, libel to bebefore a trlaljustice. 

9. Appelll; decree to be affirmed, if appelll is not prosecuted; -aepositions may 

be used in the mill . 
. 10,11. Duty of finder of goods worth three do1lars, or.more; also, worth ten dollars, 

or more. 
12. Proceedings;if ownerappears,in·one yelir. 

:13. If no owner appears within. one year, the finder to have the money or goods, 

on paying one.half the vlllue to the town treasurer. 

14. Penlllty, if findElitnegleets to give notice. 

Who may sclze SEC. i. When any personal property is forfeited for an offence, 
. forfeited per- d 'al d' 'b d fi .. d sonlll prop- an no speCl mo e IS piescn e orrecovermg It, any person, entitle 
R.~: c. 9B, § 1. to the whole or part of it, may seize and keep it till final judgment, 

unless restored on the bond ·as herein provided. 
To be restored SEC. 2. If the 'person claiming it ·for himself or another, gives 
to clnimant on b d th ty' . ·th u:ffi' t ty t th . d' his rving , on.to· e .par SeIZmg, WI S Clen sure., 0 pay e appraISe 
~~S. ·c. 9B, § 2. value when it is decreed forfeited, it shall be restored to him. 
To be ap- SEC. 3. The value shall be ascertained by the appraisment of 
E~~~ed, and three' disinterested ·men mutually chosen by the parties ,; or if they 
R.S. c.98,§ 3. C8.nnot agree, by a justice of the peace of the county. 
Inven~ory~nd SEC •. 4. If no person claims the property after it has been BO 
apprlllslll·ifno '. d h rty' . h~ 11 • t 'd . claimant: seIZe· ,t epa selZillg s Wll cause an mven ory an appraIsement 
R.,s. c. 98,-§4. thereof to be made by three disinterested persons, under oath, 

appointed by·a justice of the county.; which shall be the rule .for 
deciding where the libel shall be filed. 

If the vlllue SEC. 5. If the property seized exceeds twenty dollars, the party 
tbc:i~\~221ed seizing, within twenty days thereafter, shall file a libel in the clerk's 
in S. J. C. :ffi f th . di . '1 t " th ty h th fii How notice of 0 ce 0 e supreme JU CIa cour m e coun were e 0 ence 
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