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for the purposes of this act, the proprietors thereof, and shall be not- CHAP. 58. 
fied, vote, and contribute accordingly; and all advances so made by 
them, if not paid, shall be recoverable in a special action on the case, 
with interest. 

SEC. 5. The owner of every grist mill shall keep therein scales °'Yllters'llof t 
Q gns Illl S 0 

and weights, to weigh corn, grain, and meal, when required; and for furnis~ se.ales 

1 . fu " h' d for weighing neg ectmg so to do, or re smg to weIgh the same w en reqUIre ,or grain: 

for taking more than lawful toll, he shall forfeit five dollars, to be re- R. S. c. 57, § 5. 

covered by action of debt with costs, before any trial justice for the 
county where the offence is committed. 

SEC. 6. The toll for grinclll;lg, cleansing and bolting all kinds of Ii~ohllsdestab-
• s e . 

, gram, except buc1..lVheat and Indian wheat, shall not exceed one-six- R. S. c. 57, § 6. 

teenth part thereof; and for hiilling, grinding and bolting buckwheat lS67, c. 92. 

and Indian wheat, the' toll shall not exceed three quarts a bushel, and 
for grinding without hulling and bolting, two quarts a bushel. ' 

C:a:APTER 58. 
BOARn OF AGRICULTURE. 

SEC. 1. Board of Agriculture, their election and tenure of office. 

2. If more than one society in a county, convention of delegates from each' to 

elect a member therefor. If not so elected, governor and conncil to elcct 
from highest candidates. What $all be credentials of members. 

3. Sessions, nnmber and length of, regulated. ,Compensation of members. 
4. Secretary, his election and dnties, and vacancies how filled. Reports to be 

made to him. His compensation. Member'of board ex-officio. 

5. Duties of board. May hold donations intrust, and make annual report to 

legislature. Printing and distribution thereof. 

6. Salaries and eJ.."Penses, appropriation therefor. 

STATE AGRICULTURA.L SOCIETY. 

SEC. 7. Officers to be elected. 

8. Society may hold estate, annual income not to exceed five thousand dollars. 
Money received, to be paid in preIninms. Treasurer to give bond and 

" render annual aceonnt, and secretary make annnal report. 

COUNTY AND LOCAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES. 

SEC. 9. Connty and local societies or their treasurers, may hold property in trust, and 

conveyor mortgage it. 
10. On application of treasurer of society, state treasurer to pay to'him as much 

liS society raises. Limitations of llIDonnt. If more than one society in II 

connty, ellch to have in proportion. Exceptions. 

11. No such payments to be made till certain certificates lind specifieations lire 
filed. 

12. How the bonnty of the state shall be spent. 

18. StIltements required of competitors, and specifications in treasurer's certificate 

to state treasurer. 
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CHAP. 58. SEC. 14. Secretarics of societies to report annually to board of agriculture, and when. 
15. Societies to .fix bonnds for thcir exhibitions, but not fuelude land without 

conseut of oWIier, nor to obstruct highway. Bounds not to be passed but 

in conformity with regulations. 
16. Penalty for passing bounds contrary to regulations. 
17. Officers mayuppoiut persons to kcep ordel" at exhibitious, with. powers of 

constables. 

. IlOARD' OF' 'AGRICULTURE. 

Board of n,,"Ti~ EEC~ 10., The board ofa!!:riculture consists of five members at 
culture, their - ~ 

election and large appointed by'the governor with ad vice of council, of whom two 
tenure of 
office. . at least shall be from the faculty of the state college of agriculture 
f§ f,' 2~' 58, and mechanic arts, and of a member elected by the state. agricultural 
§~~~i~ ~~~9~·1. society and one from each county to be elected by ballot by any 
c. 192, § 2, county agricultural or horticultural society at its. annual or other 

meeting called for the purpose; and they hold their offices three years 
from the third Wednesday of J'anuary next after. , 

Ifmore.thaJ? SEC. 2. If there is more than one such society in any county, the 
~n~o~~~c~~_ executive officers of the oldest shall designate a time and place for a 
:;~~~fu{m del- convention of five delegates,. chosen at a regular meeting from each 
each to elect society' and the secretary of such oldest society shall alve written membcr there- , 0-

for. If not so notice thereof to the secretary of each other society. The conven-
elected, gov-. b . h d W f b 
ernor,aud tion shall e held prIOr to t e secon ednesday 0 Decem aI', elect 
councIl to' • b 
clect fro;n a preSIdent and secreta.ry, and by ballot, a member of the oard of 
~~1~:.st w~~ agriculture for that county.. ·If no election is thus, made, the secre
~~~~~~ ~It . tary shall immediately send to the governor and council the names 
mcmo bcrs. of two or more persons having the highest number of votes; and they 
186,c.186,§1. - .• . 
1866, c; 26. shall elect one of the~. The wrItten certificate of the secretary of 

the so~iety or convention electing a member ,shall be his credentials 
in the board. 

Sessions, SEC. 3. The board of agriculture shall hold two sessions annually, 
re~~:~ro}~:eg_ not exceeding four days each, one of which shall be held within such 
~~~tion Corm- convenient distance of the state college of agriculture and the 
m
18

e
6
m
O 

hers,. mechanic arts as will enable the students and faculty thereof to' 
, c. 186"S. 

Speciul1869, attend and have the advantage of the addresses and discussions before 
c.192,§§1,8,4. th b d d h h . hall b h' d I e .' oar ; an t e ot er seSSIOn seat suc time an p ace as 

is, from time to time, determined by vote of· th-e board. The mem-
_ bel'S of the bo'ard shall have no compensation for their time or ser

vices; but their necessary expenses of travel and attendance at the 
sessions, shall be paid, an exact account of which shall·first be ren
dered by each member, examined by a committee and their report 

Secretary, his 
clcction uud 
duties, and 
yucaucies, . 

thereon accepted by the board. 
SEC. 4. The bOard may elect a suitable person. secretary thereof, 

and prescribe his duties; and in case of vacancy by death or other 
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wise, the governor, with advice of council, may fill it; all reports and CHAP. 58. 
returns required by law to be made by county societies, shall be made how filled. 

., Reports to be 
to the sec~etary of the board; his compensation shall be a thousand m!lde to him. 
d II . . I' . d"d I . HIS compensa-oars a year, and his necessary trave mg an mCI enta expenses m tion. lUem-
the discharge of his duties.· He sh1fll also be a member ex-officio of ~~~o~c~g.ard 
the hoard of trustees of the state: colleO'e of agriculture and the 1860,.c.186,~3. /:) . Specut! 1869, 
mechanic arts. . c. 192, H 1, 3, 4. 

SEC. 5. The board shall investigate all such subjects relating to Dnties of 
. . ul d h d h . h h board. May agnculture, hortIC ture an. t e arts connecte t ereWlt , as t ey hold donations 

h· k d t k d hId"' t t d t' in trust, and may t m proper, an may a e an 0 m rus, ona IOns or make annual 
bequests made to it for promoting agricultural education or the gen- f:r~::. to~~~: 
eral interest of husbandry; and annually, on or before the third ing.and distri-.. bution thereof. 
Wednesday of January, by its secretary, it shall submit to the legis- 1860,c.I56,§4" 
laturea detailed report of its doings, with such statistics as he may 
collect, and such recommendations and suggestions as the interests· of 
agriculture seem to require, and also an abstract or digest of the 
returns of the several agricuitural and horticultural societies, and 
cause to be printed under his directions, not more than fifteen thou-
sand copies of said report, and five thousand of said abstract, five 
thousand of the fonner and one of the latter for the use of the legis-
lature; and the remainder for distrihution, under the direction of the· 
board, among the people of thc state. 

SEp. 6. The governor and council, from time to time, shall draw Salaries and 
their warrant on the treasurer for such sums of money as are necca- ~;E;~~eti~~p

sarr to defray the salaries and eX1>enses herein provided for, an ~e~~~~~8, § 5. 
account of which shall be first rendered by the secretary of the board 
and audited by them, and a sum not exceeding one thousand seven 
hundred dollars, annually, is hereby appropriated to meet such 
expenses. 

STATE .AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

SEC. 7. The Maine state agricultural society, at its annual meet- 0lfIiccdrs to be . e ecte . 
ing, shall elect, by ballot, a president, secretary, treasurer, trustees R. S. c; 58,· 

d h 
HI6.10. 

an ot er necessary officers. 1870,c. 106, § 2; 

. SEC. 8. Said society may take and hold property, real and per- ~~l~~tnte, 
sonal, the annual income of which shall not exceed five thousand dol- nnnual i?come 
1 b . d I' h d "f' I . not to exceed ars, to e apphe exc uSIvely to tea vancement 0 agncu ture,S5,000. 
horticulture, and the arts connected therewith; and the treasurer of ~!i.:el, [;be 
said society shall give suitable bonds to the board of trustees; for the ~~. inT¥::~~ 
safe keeping of said property, and for the faithful discharge of his :~dt~~~~n_ 
duties. At each annual meeting, the treasurer shall submit a full der annual ac-

. . . connt, and sec-
and correct account of the money receIved and paId out, from whom retary to 

. d d . make annnal receive an to whom and for what purposes paId; and the secretary report. 
s~all make a rep.ort of the doings of the society, ~th such informa- ~.~. 9~' 58, 
tion and suggestIOns as he deems useful to the public; . . 1870, c. 106, ~ 3. 
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CHAP. 58. COUNTY AND LOCAL AGRICULTURAL socmTIES. 

Connty and SEC. 9. County imd local agricultUral societies may take and hold 
local societics ..' 
or thcir treas- property, real and personal, the mcome of which shall not exceed 
nrersmaytake thr th d d II t b li d t th 'd d' h' and hold prop- ee ousan 0 ars, 0 e app e 0 e purposes proVl e m t elr 
~~~ ~~n~~~l' charters;' or their treasurers may receive conveyances or leases of 

Tr
mortgage it. such property, for their societies, and hold, sell, mortgaoO'e or pledge 

easnrers to 
give bon~ for it, and shall give bonds to the trustees for the safe keeping thereof 
safe keepmg d h f: 'thful eli h' f th' d . , thereof and the an teal , sc arge 0, err utles. 
faithful dis- S 10 Th tr f' t 'd ' 'ul I h ' charge oftheir EC, , e easurer 0 an mcorpora e agnc tura or ortI-
~86t~. 212, cultural society, on application made prior ,to the 1irst Wednesday of 
§§ 1, 2;. . December in each .year,shall be entitled to receive from the state 
On apphcation tr" ' I t h t ' d b h 'ty' th xt of treasurer of easury a sum equa, 0 t a raIse y suc SOCIe m e year ne 
:;~~%'e;tf~e preceding; but not exceeding one cent to each inhabitant of the 
~lc~o a~ci~ county where such society is located, according to the last preceding 

L
eo/ ~ais7s. 'national census, nor more than four hundred dollars to one county, 

lIllltations • 
thercof. If If there is more than one such society m any county, and the sums 
morc than one , d fi d h limi't 1! 'd' h II b 'd"t h ' 'society in 11 SO applie or excee t e ,alOreSaI ,It s a e paI '0 eac m 
county each "h d d b 't h ' f' 'd d to hav~ in pro- proportion to t e amount expen e ,y 1 as erem a ter proVl e ~ 

~~;~~~;. Ex- But the Penobscot and Aroos~60k union agricultural society may an
~86~: ~.5l3~,12. nually receive as much as raised' by it, not exceeding one hundred 
§ 12. dollars, without regard to population; and the Waldo and Penobscot 
1870, c. 108, , I' h ' 'd b' t din h dr d §§ 1, 2. agrlCultura SOCIety as muc as raIse y It, no excee g a un e 

and thirty dollars; and the same shall-be deducted from the ~ums 
allowed to the counties of WaIdo and Penobscot in proportion to the 
number of inhabitants ~ each county within the limits of said society, ' 

No snch pay- SEC. 11. 'But none of such payments shall be made to any soci-
ments to be 
made till cer- ety until the treasurer thereof files with the state treasurer a certifi
tain certifi-
cates and cate, on oath, stating the aIDount raised, by it and containing the 
specifications •• • d' . I d al 'fi fr are filed. speCIfications reqUIre m section twe ve, an ,so a certl cate om 
R.~. c. 58, §l3. the secretary of the board of aD'l'iculture that said society has com-
186~, c. 137" 0" 

§ 13. plied with the requirements of section thirteen. 
Howftthhe bonn- SEC, 12. Every society receiving the bounty of the state, shall 
ty 0 estate 
shl1ll bc spent. expend an equal amount each year in premiums and gratuities for the 
R. s. c. 58, ~ 14. , d f . ul h ti It 
1862, c. 137, § Improvement an encouragement 0 agrlC tUl'e" or cu ure, or, 
it68, c. 212, § 3. mechanic arts, unless the' board of agriculture directs for what pur-

poses a sum not exceeding half of such bounty shall be expended; 
and then it shall be expended accordingly. 

, Statements re- SEC. 13. Every society applying for the bounty of the state 
qniredfr!lm 
competitors shall require of all competitors for premiurris either on animals, crops, 
~~~;~~~;~:, dairy products, inlprovement of soils or manures, a full and accurate 
~::t:o c:t~~- statement of the process or method of rearing, managing, producing, 
treasnrer. and accomplishing' the same, , together with its cost and value, with a 
1862, c. 137, 
~ 15. view of showing the profits or bene,fits derived or e::qJected there-

from; and the application for bounty shall !Jmbrace all the specifica
tions included in the following form, to wit : I, A. B., treasurer of 
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-- society, do hereby apply for bounty in aid of sai~ society, as CHAP. 58. 
granted bj the laws of the state, and being duly sworn, (or affirmed) 
do say th~t the sum of -- has .been raised and paid in good faith 
into thetreasul'Y of said society, and that the sum of-- has been 
awarded in premiums or otherwise expended within the year past in 
conformity with the provisions of the laws of the state relative thereto. 

SEC. 14. The secretaries of the several societies shall prepare Secretaries to 
. 1 b' . t t t f th fin . 1 report annual-an annua report, em raclllg a conCIse s a emen 0 e anCIa con- ly to secrctary 

dition and doings of the soCiety, with a synopsis of the premiums ~~~~~~d of 

awarded, to be made by filling blanks furillshed by the secretary of f~~;Vc~;1';' 
the board of agriculture for the "purpose. Said report shall also state § 16. 

the leading features of the annual exhibition, the character of the" 
efforts of the society for the advancement of agriculture, the princi-
pal crops grown in the coUU:ty or district, the success attending their 
culture as compared with former years, and the obstacles met with"; 
and generally on the condition, prospects and .wants of agriculture, 
so far as they are able to ascertain them; which report, with a list 
of the officers of the society and the post office address of each, to 
be renewed whenever a new election occurs, and all statements made 
by successful competitors for premiums, and any reports of commit-
tees, essays, addresses or other papers presented to the society con-
taining matters of general interest, shall be returned to the secretary 
of the board of agriculture on or before the first Wednesday of 
December, in each year. Upon receipt and after examination of 
said rcturns, if the secretary of the 1Joard of agriculture finds them 
full, fait~ and accurate, according to the intent hereof, he shall, 
and not otherwise, issue the certificate mentioned in section eleven. 

SEC. 15. All incorporated agricultural societies may, by their To fix ~ound.s 

officers, define and fix bounds of sufficient extent for the erection of t~ti:~~n~1~~. 
their cattle pens and yards, and for convenient passage ways to and ~~~o~/:!
about the same, bn the day" s of their cattle shows and exhibitions, and ers conbsent, 

• . . nor to 0 strnct 
for their plowing matches and trial of working teams, within which highwa!. 

h 11 b " . d 1 . fi' R.S.c.o8,§17. no person s a e permitte to enter or pass, un ess ill con ormity 
with the regulations of the officers thereof; but they shall not so 
occupy or include the lands of aliY person without his consent, or 
obstruct the public travel of any highway. 

SEC. 16. If any person, contrary to such regulations and after P"enal~ for 

notice thereof, enters or passes within the bounds so fixed, he shall for- I?~~~tio~~. 
feit a sum not exceeding five dollars, to be recovered, on complaint, R. S. c. 58, §18. 

'for the use and benefit of such society. _ 
SEC. i 7. The officers of any such society may appoint a suffi- Persons.may 

cient number of suitable persons, inhabitants of the county, to act ~~ k~fpO~~~!, 
as constables at ~attle shows and exhibitions; and they shall have :1~~ls~:£{:s. 
and exercise all the powers of constables, in relation to the preserva-H . S. c. 58, §I9. 

tion of the public peace, and enforcing the rules and regulations of 
. 31 
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CHAJ>. 59. said society, within the towns where such shows and exhibitions,are 
held, from twelve o'clock at noon of the day preceding the commence
ment of such shows and exhibitions, and until twelve o'clock at noon 
of the day succeeding the termination thereof, 'and no longer. 

TITLE FIVE. 
Domestic Relations. 

C!LU'. 59. Marriage and its solemnization; record 'of marriages, births and deaths; 
parents and children. 

60. Divorce and dissolution of marriages. 

61. The rights of married women. 
62. Masters, apprentices and servants. 

CHAPTER 59. 

MARRIA.GES AND ITS SOLEMNIZATION; RECORD OF MARRIAGES, BffiTHS 
A.t'ID DEATHS; PARENTS AND CHILDREN. 

SEC. 1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

-ot 
lllARnUGE l>l1D ITS SOLEMNIZ.A.TION. 

Marriages prohibited within certain degrees of relationship. 

White persons prohibited from intermarrying with negroes, mulattoes or in
dians. Insane persons and idiots incapable of contracting maniage. 

Bigamy prohibited. 

Intention of marriage to be recorded, and how lJook of records to be labelled, 
and kept open to inspection. 

Clerk to give certificate to parties, to be presented to ~agistrate before'mo:'r

riage begins; but none to be given to minors "ithout written consent of 
parents or guardians, or to paupers. Penalty. 

Penalty for obtaining certificate by fraud, or marrying contrary to law. 

Residents going out of state for purpose of marriage, to file certificate with 

town clerk on return. Penalty for neglect. 

Caution, with reasonB therefor, may be filed with clerk when unlawful mar

riage is supposed to be intended. In such ease clerk to withhold certificate 

and notify person filing caution. Two justices of the peace to decide on. 
sufficiency of reasons after notiee to both parties. 

9. Marriage in another state, with intent to evade the preceding proYisions, void 

in this state. 
10. Marriages solemnized among quDkers or friends in the form heretofore pr:i.c-

tieed in their meetings valid, and not affected' by foregoing provisions. 

Clerk of mceting to deliver a list of such marriages to the clerk bf his town 

once a ye31·. Penalty for neglect. 
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