
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



\ 

THE ." 

REVISED STATUTES 
OF THE · . , 

STATE OF MAINE, 
PA,.SSED JANUARY 25. 1871; 

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED 

THE CONSTITUTIONS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES ilTD OF. THE STATE OF MAINE: 

WITH AN APPENDIX. 

BY AUTHORITY OF THELEGISL.!.TURE .. 

PORTLAND: 

PUBLISHED BY BAILEY & NOYES. 

------------------~----~----------------~! 



·TITLE II.] CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

CHAPTER' 14. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

POWERS .ll."D DUTIES OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS. 

SEC. 1. Precautions against infected persons; duty of municipal officers. 

2. ·Precautions against persons arriving from infected places; same. 
3. Restrictions on such persons; may be removed if refractory.; penalty if they 

·refurn. 

4. Precautions authorized in border towns. 

RE:llOVAL OF n.""FECTED PERSONS .ll."D GOODS. 

SEC. 5. Process for removal or separate accommodation of infected persons. 

6, 7. Process for securing infected articles. 
S. Powers of officers in executing such process. 

9. E.'qlenses, how paid. 

10. Compensation for men or property impressed. 

11. Adjournment of courts because of danger from infection. 

REMOVAL OF L'ITECTED PRISONERS. 

SEC. 12. Removal of infected prisoners from places of confinement. 

13. Order for removal, 'how returned. Such a removal not an escape. 

HEALTH CmDIITTEE OR OFFICER. 

SEC. 14. Health committee, how chosen; their duties. 

15. If no committee chosen, selectmen to perform the duties. 
\ 

16. May order removal of private nuisances; proceedings thereon. 

n.""FECTED VESSELS. QUA.RA.NTTh""E. 

SEC. 17. Masters, &c., of vessels may be examined on oath in certain cases. 

18. Vessels with infected persons to anchor at a distance from towns. 

19. Penalty for violation of this provision. 

20. Selectmen may establish quarantine regulations. Penalty for breach thereof. 
21. Duty of pilots to give notice thereof. 

22. Punishment for violation or evasion of quarantine, after notice. 

23. Selectmen to furnish signals, to be kept hoisted by master. Restriction of 
per,sons visiting vessels at quarantine. 

24. Health committee'may exercise authority of selectmen relating to quarantine. 
25:. Quarantine expenses, how paid • 

. TOWN HOSPITALS. 

SEC. 26. 'Hospitals may be established. Restrictions as to location thereof. 
27. Restrictions on inoculation with the small pox. 

28. PhysiciaIis and others liable to hospital regulations. 

29. Hospitals to be provided on breaking out of infectious diseases; regulations. 
30. Precautions to prevent the spread of such diseases. 

31. Penalty for vi0llttion of hospital regulations by persons subject thereto. 

GE:!.""ERAL 'PROVISIONS. 

SEC. 32. Householders and physicians to give notice of infectious diseases nuder their 
care. 

215 
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216 CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. [TITLE II. 

CHAP •. 14. SEC. 33. Forfeitures, how recovered and appropriated. 

Bo.lllD OF HEALTH. 

. SEC .. 34. Towns may choose IL board of health;· their powers aud duties. 

Precautions 
a&"ainst infect­
en persons. 
R. s. c.14H. 
19]\1e.221. 
28 Me. 255. 
45 Me. 40S. 
52 Me.llS. 

Precautions 
against per- . 
sons arriving 
from iufectcii 
places. 
R. S. c. 149 2. 

35. Vaccination may be at the e:lqlllIl§e .of tOWllsand plantations. 
36. By~laws mlLY be established. 

CONTA.GIOUS DISEaSES ..urONG CaTTLE. 

SEC. 37. Cattle iufected by contagions diseases to be isolated by city and town officers. 
Maintenance when paid. Owners may be directed to isolate their ··cattle. 

Dnmages or loss, how paid. . 
3S. Animnls to be exnmined; to be killed if necessary. 

89. Cattle killed to be appraised. 

40. DeplLrture of cnttle from enclosure mlLY be prohibited, &c. 

41 Passage of animnls, how regulated. 
~2. Regulations to be recorded and published. 

4.3. Sale of infected animnls prohibited. 

44. Disobedieuce of orders .of selectmeu and mayor and aldermeu, how punished. 
45. Knowledge of disease to be reported. 

46. Forfeiture for 'ueglect or refusal of town or city officers, to perfollIl certain 
duties. 

47. Appraisals of animnls, how made. 
48. Land, how tnken for euclosure. 

49. Notice to governor aud secretary of bOlLrd of agriculture. 

50. Commissioners may be appointed to mnke regulations &c. 
51. Such regulntions to supercede all others. 

52. Losses and dnmages, how ascertained and paid. 

53. Commissioners to keep IL record and make return thereof, to the legislature. 

54. Commission may be terminated by governor lLud council. 

POWERS AND D UTillS OF MUNICIP.A.L OFFICERS. 

SEC. 1. When any person is, or has recently been infected with 
any disease or sickness dangerous to the public health, the municipal 
officers of the town where he is, shall provide for the safety of the 
inhabitants, as they think best, by removing him to a separate house, 
if it can be done witliout great danger to his health, and by provid-
ing nurses and other assistants and necessaries; at his charge or that 
of his parent or master, if able, otherwise, that of the town to which 
he belongs. 

SEC. 2. When any infectious or malignant distemper is known to 
exist in any place out of the state, the municipal officers of any town 
in the state, by giving public notice therein, as they find convenient, 
may require any person coming from such place to inform one of 
them or the town clerk of their arrival and from what place; and if 
he does not, within two hours after his arrival, .or after actual notice 
of such requirement, give such information, he shall forfeit one hun· 
dred dollars to the use of the town, 

Restrictions on SEC. 3. Said officers may prohibit a person, required to give 
:such persons; h in£ t' fr . t h . h h may be remov-· suc orma lOn, om gomg 0 any part of t ell' town were t ey 
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think his presence would be unsafe for the inhabitants; and if he CHAP. 14. 
does not comply, they may order him, unless disabled by sickness,~~#: refrac­

forthwith to leave the state in the manner and by the road they. 
direct; and if he· neglects or refuses so to do, any justice of the 
peace iIJ. the county, on complaint of either of said officers, may 
issue his warrant to any proper officer or other person. named therein, 
and cause him to be removed out of the state; and if during the Penalty if they 

prevalence of such distemper in the place where he resides, he i[.Tc: 14, § 3. 

returns to any town in this state, Without the license of the munici-
pal officers thereof, he shall forfeit not exceeding four hundred 
dollars. 

SEC. 4. The municipal officers of any town near to Qr adjoining Precan.tions. 

h lin f th . . b . . . d h' h d anthonzed In tee 0 e state, may appomt, y wrIting un er t err an s, border towns. 

suitable persons to attend at any places by which travelers may pass R. S. c. 14, § 4. 

into such town from infected places in other states or provinces; who 
may examine such passengers, as they suspect of bringing with them 
any infection dangerous to the public health, and if need be, may 
restrain them from traveling until licensed thereto by a justice of the 
peace in the county, or one of said officers; and any such passenger' 
who without such license travels in this state, except to return by the 
most direct way to the state or province whence he came, after he 
has been cautioned to depart by the persons so appointed, shall for-
feit not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

REMOY AL OE: INFECTED PERSONS AND GOODS, 

SEC. 5. Any two justices of the peace may issue a warrant, di- Processforre~ 

d 
,. him . moval or sepa-

recte to a proper officer, reqUlrmg to remove any person ill- T!lt~ aeco~()"-

£ 't d 'th t' . k d th dir t' f th .. 1 dationofm-ec e WI con aglOus SIC ness, un ere e ec Ion 0 e·mumClpa fectedpersons, 

officers of the town where he is; or to impress and take lip conven- R. S. c.14, § 5. 

ient houses, lodgings, nurses, attendants, and other necessaries 'for 
the accommodation, safety and relief of the sick: 

SEC. 6. When on the application of the muniCipal officers of a Pr~ces~forse~ 
. . cnnnginfected 

town, it appears to any justice of the peace that there is just cause articles. 
. h t b' I hiD d f k' d 'thin R.S.c.14,§6. to suspect t a any aggage, c ot g or goo s. 0 any ill WI 

such town, are infected with any malignant contagious distemper, by 
a warrant directed to a proper officer, he shall require him to im;.. 
press so many men, as the justice thinks necessary, to secure such 
infected articles, and to post said men as a guard over the house or 
place' where the articles are lodged, who shall prevent any persons 
removing or coming near such articles, until due inquiry is made into 
the circumstances thereof. 

SEC. 7. He may by the same warrant, if it appears to him neces- Justicemayby 
. 'd ffi d h d' t' f h .. 1 ffi warrant re-ary, reqUITe sal 0 cers un er t e rrec IOn 0 t e mumClpa 0 cers quire officers to 

~o impress and take up convement1,louses or stores for the safe. keep.,. ~~~~~~;~ ~~ . 
ing of such infected articles,and cause them to be remov!ld thereto, suitable 
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CHAP. 14. or otherwise detained, until the municipal o$cers think they are free 
places. from infection. ;, . 
R. S.c.14, § 7. 
Powers of of- . SEC. 8. Said officers, if need be, may break open any house; 
~~~~~~~~~- shop, or other place mentioned in the warrant where infected articles 
R~sS·. c.14, § 8. 'are, and require such aid as is necessary to execute it; and all per'" 

sons at the command of either of said officrers, under a penalty of not 
exceeding ten dollars, shall assist in such execution. 

E~enses, how SEC. 9. The charges of securing such infected articles· and. of 
h~~: c. 14, § 9. transporting and purifying them shall be paid by the owners thereof;' 

at the price determined by the municipal officers. 
Compensation SEC. 10. When the officer impresses or takes up any houses, 
for men or 
property im- stores, lodging, or other necessaries, or impress.es any man, as herein 
h:s~~i4, § 10. provided, the parties interested shall have a just compensation there-

for, to be paid by the town in which such persons or property were 
impressed. 

Adjournment SEC. 11. When a malignant infectious distemper prevails in any 
of courts be- h' til . di 'al t t f ty . canse of dan- town w erelll e supreme In C1 . cour or cour 0 coun comIDlS-
~~~~ominfec- sioners is to be held, said courtsniay be adjourned and held in any. 
R. S. c, 14, § 11. town ill said co~ty, by proclamation made in such public manner as 

the courts judge best, as. near their usual place of meeting as they 
think safety permits; 

REMOVAL OF INFECTED PRISONERS. 

RemOVal of in- SEC. 12. When any person in a jail, house of correction, or 
fected pri-on- kh . . tt k d . h di hi h th .. I ffi ersfrompiaces wor ouse, IS aac e mt any sease, w c e murnClpa 0 cers 
OfCOtnfine- of his town, by medical advice,. consider dangerous to the safety and men. 
R. S. c.14, § 12. health of other prisoners, or of the inhabitants of the town, they 

shall, by th~ir order in writing, direct his removal to some place' of 
safety, there to be securely kept and provided for until their further 
order; arid if he recovers from such disease, he shall be returned to 
his place of c~n:fineme'nt. 

Order for reo SEC. 13. If he was committed by order of a court or under a 
moval, how • di . 1 . h d fi his al' h f d returned. . JU cm process, t e or er or remov, or a copy t ereo atteste 
~~;~~e~~:~. by the municipal officers, shall be returned by them with the doings 
R. s. c.14, §l3. thereon into the offic~ of the clerk of the court from which such or-

der or. process was issued. No such removal shall be deemed an 
escape. 

HEALTH' COMMITTEE OR OFFICER. 

H!lalthcom- SEC. 14. Ato'wn at its annual meeting, may. choose a health 
IUlttee, how • t f t I . h' ill 'h' chosen; their COrilID.lt ee 0 no ess t an t ee nor more t an nme, or on\! person 
~~~~: 14, § 14. to be a health officer; who shall remove, at the expense of their 
See §§ 24, 34.' tOwn, all :filth found in any place therein, which, in their judgment, 

endangers the ,lives or health of any inhabitant; and require the 
'<?1YTIer,or occupant, when they think necessary, to remove or discon­
tinue any drain or other source of filth. 
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SEC. 15. !fany town, at its annual meeting, omits to choo,se,such CHAP. 14. 
committee or officer, the municipal officers shall be a health commit- If no commit-

., tee chosen, se-
tee,and have all their powers and perform all thell" duties. , lectmen to per-

S 1 ' fill h h f " 1m . form thednties 
. EC. 6. When any so~rce 0 t, or ot er, cause 0 S10 ess, IS R. S. c.14, § 15. 

found on private property, the owner or occupant thereof shall, with- May 0lrdfer x:e- ' , , mOYa 0 pn-
in twenty-four hours after; 'notice from the, said committee or officer, yate n~-

. d' . . d if hit sances, pro-at his own expense, remove or IS continue It; an ,e neg ec s or ceedingsthere-

unreasonably delays to do so, he shall forfeit not' ~xceeding one hun- ~~s. c.14, § 16. 

dred dollars; and said committee or officershall cause said nuisance See c.17, § ~o. 
to be removed or discontinued; and all expenses thereof &hall be re-
paid to the town by such owner or occupant, or by the person who 

, caused or permitted i~~ 

INFECTED VESSELS. QUARA..l'ITINE. 

SEC. 17. If a master, seaman, or passenger of a vessel, in which Masters, &c., 

h · infi' h I lb' t d to h of yessels may t ere IS any ectlpn, or as ate y een, or IS suspec e " ave be examined 

b hi h h fr ' h ·w· di t on oath in cer-een, or we, as come om a port were any 1 ectious semper taincases. ' 

','prevails, dangerous to the public health, refuses to answer, on oath, R. S. c.14, § 1 T. 

such questions, as are asked him relating to such infection or,distem-
per, by the municipal officers of the town to which such vessel comes, 
which oath either of sa.id officers may administer. he shall forfeit not 
exceeding two hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than six 
months. 

SEC. 18. When a vessel arrives at a port in this st~te, having on yessels with 

b d infi t d . h Ii t di th' t infected per-oar any person ec e WIt a ma gnan sease, e mas er, com- sonsto,an-

mander, or pilot thereof shall anchor it at some convenient place ~~~~eair~:S­
below the town of such port, at a distance safe for the inhabitants ~.~~: 14, § 18. 

'thereof and the persons on board other vessels in the port; and no 45 Me. 496. 

'person or thing on board shall be brought on shore, until the 
municipal officers give their written permit therefor. 

SEC. 19. For the willful violation of the provisions of the' pre:' Penalty for vi-

din t· h t d h II fi £'t t 'din olation of this ce g sec lOn, sue mas er or comman er s a or eI no excee g pro,ision. 

two hundred, and the pilot not exceeding fifty dollars for each pffence. R. s. c.14, § 19~ 
SEC. 20. The municipal'officers of a seaport town may cause any SelectID.enmay 

vessel arriving there to perform quarantine at such place and under ~~~~r~~~­
such regulations as they may judge expedient, when they think the ~~~~ty:Or 
safety of the inhabitants requires it; and whoever neglects or refuses brcach thereof. 

b ' h d d ula . hall £ £. di R. S. c. 14, § 20. to 0 ey sue or ers an reg tions,s or eltnot excee ng five 
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not exceeding six months. 

SEC. 21. When such' officers of a seaport town think it neces- Dno/ of pifots 

t d all I .. th fr . ul to gIye nonce sary 0 or er vesse s, arrlVlng ere, om any partie ar port or thereof. ' , 

ports, to perform quarantin~, they shall give notice thereof to the R. s. c.14, § 21. 

pilots of their port;' who shall make it known to the master of all, ves- _ 
sels whiQh they board .. If any pilot neglects to, do so, or contrary 
thereto pilots any vessel up to said seaport town, he shall forfeit not 
exceeding one hundred dollars. 
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CHAP. 14. SEC. 22. When the master or commander of a vessel takes it up 
Punishment -to any seaport town after notice that a quarantine has been so direct-
for violation or ls' ' -, . 
evasion of ed for all· vesse commg' from the port or place whence his vessel 
ie~a~~~~e, nf- sailed, or by;false declarations, or otherwise, fraudulently attempts to 
R. S. c. 14, § 22. elude such directions; or lands or suffers to be landed from his vessel 

any person or thing, without permission. of the municipal officers, he 
shall be punished as provided in section twenty . 

.selectmen to SEC. 23. The municipal officers of every seaport town reqciring 
~h sig- vessels to perform quarantine shall provide, at the expense of such 

-town, a scitable number of red flags at least three yards in length.; 
and the master of every, vessel ordered to perform quarantine shall 
cause one of them to be continually kept, during the term thereof, at 
the head of the mainmast of his vessel; and no person shall go on 
board s~ch vesse(durii:J.g said term unless by perIDission of said offi­
cers; if he does, he shall be thereafter held liable to the same regular-

Restrictions of tions and restrictions as those belonrrincr to said vessel; and shall there 
Jlersons visit- b d '. d b.f!. if 0 °til dul' di h d b 'd ing vess~ls at e etame y lorce, necessary, un y sc arge y , sm 
quarantine. , ' ' 
R. S. c.14, § 23. officers. . ' 
Health eom- SEC. 24. In every seaport town where there is a health committee 
mittee may ex- , ffi h rfi all th d' d . II th th'ty erci.se author- Or 0 ,cer, e may pe orm· e uties an exerCISe a e au on 
ity of select- f th . . al ffi . . . ls t ~ tin' men, relating 0' e mUlllClp . 0 cers m reqUlrmg vesse 0 pel'lOl1ll quaran· e. 
if.s~~·~~t,1~: SEC. 25. All expenses incUTI'ed on account of any person, vesse~, 
~i.e §§ 14, 15, or goods, under quarantine regulations, shall be paid by him, or the 
Quarantine owner of tp.e vessel, or goods, as the case may be. 
expenses how 
p.nid. TOWN HOSPITALS. 
R: S. c.14, § 25. 
Hospitals may SEC. 26. A town may establish therein one or more hospitals for 
be established. th " f h'· h all th dis d Rcs'tlictions as e reception 0 persons avmg t e SID, pox or 0 er ease anger-
~. ~.c~~~:§ 26. ous to the public health; or its municipal officers may ,license any 

building therein as a hospital, to be under the control of said officers; 
but no' such hospital shall be within one hundred rods of an inhabited 
dwelling house in an adjoining town without the consent of its muni-
cipal officers. ' 

~esb:icti.onson SEC. 27. If any person inoculates himself or any other person, 
mocnlntion . '. . h all unl with the smnll or suffers himself to be moculated WIt ·the sm pox, ess at some 
~~:g. c.14,§ 21. lawful hospital, he shall forfeit not exceeding one hundred dollars for 

each offence. 
PhYSicians SEC. 28. When a hospital is so established or licensed, the physi-
and others lia-' th . ul t d . k th . th tt d' ts' ble to hospital Clans, e persons moc a e Or SIC erem, e nurses, a en an , 
R~'t~~~§·28. and all persons who come within its limits, and all furniture or other 
, , articles used or brought there, shall be subject to the regulations made 

by the municipal officers. 
Hospitnlstobe S;EC. 29. When the small pox or any other disease dangerous to 
provided on 
breaking ont the public health·breaks out in a town, the municipal officers shall im-
OfinfcCtiOUSmediately provide such hospital or place of reception for the sick and 
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infected, as they judge best for the accommodation and safety'of the. CHAP. 14. 
inhabitants; and such hospitals and places shall be subject to their dis~asesj regu-

gu1 . . . 1 d th hall lations. re atIOns the same as established hosplta 8; an ey s . cause R. S. c.14, § 29. 

such sick' and infecte,iJ to be removed therett'l, unless' their condition 
will not admit of it without imminent danger; in that case, the house 
or place where the' sick is, shall be deemed a hospital for every pur-
pose aforesaid; and all persons residing in or in any way concerned 
with it shall be subject to hospital regulations. 

SEC. 30. When any disease dangerous to the public health exists .Precantions to 
. .' . all 'bl pre,ent the m a town, the mumClpal officers shall use POSSI e care to prevent s1;lread of such 

its spread and to give public notice of infected places to travelers, by trs~~~~4, § 30 •. 

displaying red flags at proper distances, and by all other means most 28 Me. 255. 

effectual, in their judgment, for the common safety. 
SEC. 31. H any physician or other person in such hospitals or Pen~ty for ti-

l f t· din bin d th 'th olatIOn of hos-paces 0 recep IOn, atten g, approac g, or concerne erem, pital regula-

violates any lawful regu1ation inrelation thereto, with respect to him- ~oo:ss S~j~~~­
self or his or another's property, he shall forfeit not less than ten, nor Rthesreto'l 

more than one hundred dollars, for each offence. 
•. c. 4, § 31. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

SEC. 32. When a householder or physician knows that a person HousehOlders 

d h· . k . k f h di h' hall' di t 1 and physicians un er IS care IS ta en SIC o ,any suc sease, e s . Imme a e y to'gi,e notice 

give notice thereof to ~he municipal officers of the town where such Zfs~~!~~~~~er 
person is; and if he neglects it he shall forfeit not less than ten, nor Rthesir care . 

. . c.B, § 32. 
more than thirty dollars. " 

SEC. 33. .All forfeitures mentioned in the preceding sections, Forfeiture, 

except otherwise provided, shall inure to the use of the town where ~~d a~;~~;ri~ 
th J!!" 'tt d [lted eOilence IS comnu e . R. s: c.14, § 33. 

BOARD OF HEALTH. 

SEC. 34. A town may choose a board of health of not less than Towns may 

hr . th' h' h 11 h II h d choose [l board t ee nor more an nme persons, w 0 s a ave ate powers, an of henltll' 

be subject to all the duties, restrictions, liabilities, and penalties of the ~~rd~ti~~:s 
municipal officers and health committee or officer . R. S. c. 14,§ 34. 
., • See §§ 14, 15, 

SEC. 35. A town may provide for the inoculation of its inhabi- 24. 

tants with the cow pox, under the direction and control of the health !~;cbnea~tOfhe 
committee, health officer, or board of health; and raise.all necessary ~~~~s;~J 
sums to defray the expense thereof, or such part as they may think plantations. _ 

R. S. c. 14,.§ 3a. 
proper. 

SEC. 36. Towns may establish by-laws for the preservation of By-laws may 

health, and for' protection against infectious diseases. be established. ~ R. S. c.B, § 86. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES AMONG CATTLE .• 

SEC. 37. The municipal officers of towns, in case of the exis~ence Cattle infected 

of the disease called lung murrain or pleuro pneumonia, ~~ any 'other ~~~~~~~b~s 
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CHAP. 14. contagious disease, shall cause the cattle in their towns infected, or 
isolated by which have been exposed to infection, to be secured or collected ill 
town officers. • bl' '1 ' 1 h' d k . 1 t d d h 1862, c.132,§ 1. some sUlta e p ace or paces t erell, an ' ept ISO a e ; an w en 
l\Ihainten~dnce taken from the possessi'on of'their owners, one-fifth of the expense 
w enpm • '. '. ' 
1862, c.132, ~ 2. thereof IS to be paId by the town, and four-fifths at'the expense of the 
gedl~~~t~dro state, such isolation to continue so long as the existence of such dis­
~~~!: their ease or other circumstances render it necessary; or they may direct 
Damugeorloss the owners thereof to isolate such cattle upon their own premises, and 
how paid. any damage or loss sustained thereby shall be paid as aforesaid. 
AniIn.als to be SEC. 38. The municipal officers, shall within twenty-four hours 
~~:r~~it2, § 2. after ,they have notice of the existence of such disease, or have rea-

son to believe that it exists, cause the suspected animals to be exam­
ined by a veterinary surgeon or physician, by them' selected, and if 
they are adjuged diseased, they may order them to be forthwith 

J~c~;s;~~d if killed and buried at the expense of such town. ' 
Cattle killed to SEC. 39. When so killed they shall cause them to be appraised 
~:6~;~.rf;~~~:s. by three co~petent and disinterested men, under oath, at the value 

thereof at the time of the appraisal, and the amount thereof shall be 
- paid as provided in section thirty-seven. 

Further pow- SEC. 40., 1heymay prohibit the departure of cattle from any 
ers to town 
officers. enclosure, and exclude cattle therefrom. 
1862, c. 132,§ 4; :SEC. 41. They may make regulations in writing to regulate or 

prohibit the passage from, to or wough their .towns, or from place to 
place therein, of any neat cattle, and may arrest and detain, at the 

Passage of an- cost of the owners thereof, all cattle found passing in violation of 
imal, how reO"- h ul' d tak II th ,£ h ulated. b suc reg ations, an may. e a 0 er necessary measures or t e 
1862, c.132, § 5. enforcement of such prohibition, and for preventing the spread of any 

such disease among the cattle in their toWns, and the immediate 
vicinity thereof. 

Regulations to SEC. 42. Such' regulations shall be recordetl in the records of 
lYe recorded th' t 'd h 11 b' bli h d . h t . h and pUblished. elf owns, an s a e pu sell suc owns ill' suc, manner as 
1862, c.132, § 6. suchregclations provide; 

, SEC. 43. Any person who sells or disposes of any animal infected 
Sale of infect- 'L.. h b d !-~. • h' ft h ,ed ,milllJlls or lillown to aveeen expose to llllection WIt II one year a er suc 
i~g1i~~l~:§ 7. exposure, without the knowledge or consent of the municipal officers, 
Penal1y_ shall be punished by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or by 

imprisonment not exceeding one year. 
DfisobdedienfGll SEC. 44. Any person' disobeying the orders of said municipal 
·0 or ers 0 

municipal officers, made in conformity with the, fortieth section, or driving or 
officers. • . I h ul' d 
1862,c.13:l,H_ transporting any neat catt e contrary' to t e reg ations ma e, so 
Howpunished. r.ecorded and published, shall be punished as provided in section 

forty-~hree., " 
Kno~!edgeor SEC. 45. Whoever knows or has reason to suspect the existence 
~isSf~!Ot~ ~~ of -auy fatal contagious disea~e amo~g the cattle in his possession or 
f~~r~:~32, §!l. under his care, shall forthwith give notice thereof to the lLunicipal 
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officers, and for failure to do so, shall be punished as provided in SEC- CHAP. 14. 
tion forty-three. Fnilure how 

. punished. 
SEC. 46. Any town whose officers shall neglect or refuse to carry Neglect or re-

. into effect the provisions of section thirty-seven thirty-eio-ht thirty- fusal of to"ll'n 
, 0 , officers to 

nine, forty, forty-one, forty-two and forty-three, shall forfeit a sum not comply. 
, 186" c 13" 

exceeding five hundred dollars for each day's neglect. § 1(1." -, 
S 47 All . 1 d d th . . f . Penllityfor. 
EC.. appralsa s rna e un er e provISIOns 0 section Appraisals 

thirty-nine shall be in writing and signed by the appraisers, and shall how made. • 

b 'fi d b h .. I ffi h d'l To whom certi­e certl e y t e mUlllClpa 0 cers to t e governor an ,COunCl, fled. 

and to the treasurers of their tomis. tw, c.132, 

SEC. 48. The municipal officers of towns may, when they deem Further po:,,"-
• • J!!' h f hi h ers of mumc-It necessary to carry mto euect. t e purposes 0 t s c apter, take ipal officers.' 

d h ld . fi t . d' f 1 d 1862 c. 132, an 0 posseSSIOn or a erm not excee mg one year, 0 any an § 12.' 

, within their towns without buildings other than barns thereon, for in-
closing and isolating' any cattle, and they shall cause the damages Damage to 

t · d b th' th J! t b . d b owners to be SUS ame y e owners m consequence ereo!, 0 e appraIse y appraised. 

the assessors thereof, and they shall further cause a description of Description of 
• . • land and np-

such land,setting forth the boundanes thereof, and the area as nearly praisal to be 

as may be estimated, together with said appraisal, to be entered in recorded. 

the records of the town. The amount of said appraisal shall be paid Amount of 

as provided in the thirty-seventh section in such sums and at such ;~J~al, how 

times as they may order. If such owner is dissatisfied with the ap- 9wners dissnt-
. I h . . f h fr h Isfied may . pralsa, e may, m an actIOn 0 t e case, recover om t e town a ~uintuin nc-

fair compensation for the damages sustained by him; but no costs lion. 

shall be taxed, unless the damages recovered in such action, exclusive 
of interest, exceed the appraisal of the assessors. And the . state Amount to be 

shall reimburse any town four-fifths of any sum so recovered. reimbursed. 

SEC. 49. Whenever such disease exists in any town, the munici- Notice to gov­

, pal officers shall forthwith give notice thereof to the governor and ;~~~~ft~~~d 
secretary of the board of agriculture; but if commissioners have been ~~6~~~12§~~·. 
appointed as hereinafter provided, such notice shall be mven to them. :r'o co~miss-

, 0' lOners ill cer-
SEC. 50. The governor may, when he deems it eXpedient, appoint tuin cases. , 

. . h hall h full t k all gul' Commission COmmISSIOnerS w 0 s . ave power 0 rna e . necessary re a- maybe ap-

tions, and to issue summary orders relative thereto, for the treatment pointed. 
• • Powers of. 

and, extirpation of any contagrous disease among cattle, and may direct 1862, c.132, 

the municipal officers tD enforce' ane]. carry them into effect; and any §,14. 

h fu " NeD'lect or re-
suc .officer or other person re smg or neglecting to enforlJe, cany fus~ to ~bey, 
out and comply with any regulations of the commissioners shall be how pumshed. 

punished by fine as provided in section forty-three. . 
SEC. 51. When said commissioners shall make and publish any Regulations 
_., ti th' shall d h' _.1' d b th .. mnde by eom-regwa ons, ey ,superce e t e regwations rna eye mUlllCl- missioners to ' 

pal officers, during the time those made' by the commissioners are in ~~E:;;.ede all 

force. . ts;~.' c. 132, 

SEC. 52. .All losses and damages and reasonable expenses sus- Losses and 

t · d' f th 'ti f th d f'd . damaD'es, how arne III consequence 0 ,e execu on 0 e or ers 0 Sal COIIllIllS- ascertained. 
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CHAP. 15. sioners; shall be appraised as provided in the thirt~-ninth section, and 
How paid. paid as provided in the thirty-seventh section. 
1862, c.132,H6 S 53 Th . .. h 11 k d f h' d' 
Commission- EC.. e comnussIOners s a eep r.ecor 0 t elr orogs, 
;~~~~f:~~ and make report thereof to the next annual session of the legislature, 
make return. on or before the tenth dav of January, unless sooner required bv the 
thereof to the OJ OJ 

legiSlature. governor; and such record, or an abstract thereof shall be printed 
:~~{~.to be . in the annual volume of transactions of the state board of agricul-
1862, c.132, ture 
§ 17. • 
Commission SEC. 54. The governor, with the advice and consent of the coun-
terminated by • • 
governor and cil, ma~ terminate the comnussion when, in his judgment, the public 
conncil. £ ty . 
1862, c. 132, sa e ma~ perIDlt. 
§ 1.8. 

CHAPTER 15. 

BURYING GROUNDS. 

SEC. 1. Towns may purcbase lands for bnryinggrounds. 

2. Proceedings to incorporate proprietors of bnrying groundS. Mode of organ-

ization, as a corporation.. 

3. Grounds to be fenced within one year. 

4. Towns and parishes to fence ancient bnrying gronndB. 

5. Penolty, if selectmen or other officers neglect their dnty. 

6.' Grounds to be fenced, and unolienable and indivisable, except by nnanimons 

consent. Description to be recorded. 

7. Land appropriated by individnol for bnrying gronnd, exempt from attacb­

ment, and nnolienable. 

Towns may SEC. 1. All towns ma~ raise and assess mone~ necessary for 
purchase lands .' d . bI £ • I d £ b' d for bnrying purchasrog an SUlta ~ encrog an or a urymg groun . 
fe~~~: § 49. SEC. 2. Persons twenty-one ~ears of age or more ma~ incorpor­
R. S. c. ~5, § 1. ate themselves for the purpose of purchasi¥g land for a b~g 
Proceedings . . • • • . 
to incorporate. ground, as prOVIded ro sectIOns one and two of chapter fifty-five; 
~~~a~o~~- and proceed in the manner and have the powers provided in section 
R. S. c. 15 § 2. three thereof. 
Groimds .to ~e SEC. 3. Such corporation, within .one ~ear after its organization, 
fenced Wlthin. • • . 
one year. shall make a substantial fence aroimd the burymg ground, and keep 
R. S. c.15, § 3. it constantly in repair, under a penalty not exceeding one hmidred 

dollars; which shall be laid out under the direction of the municipal 
officers in keeping the fence in repair. 

Towns and SEC. 4. Each town, parish, 'or religious society, to which any an-
parishes to . 
fence ancient cient or public burying yard belongs, shall keep a substantial fence 
~~~. around it in good repair; and by neglecting so te do, shall forfeit not 
R. S. c. 15,.§ 4. exceeding one hundred dollars, to be applied as prescribed in the 

preceding section. . . 
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