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':tiTLE II.] ~A.RI~HES, 

CHAPTER 12. 

PARISHES, MEETING HOUSES, MINISTERIAL AND SCHOOL LANDS, Al\TJ) 

FUNDS ARISING THEREFROM. 

SEC. 1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

1. 
8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 
12. 

13. 

PARISHES. 

Mode of calling a meeting to form a parish; seven days notice to be given. 

Organization; name; declared a parish with parish powers. 

Power to holdpropert}7 to the amount of $3,000, and establish by-laws. 

Annnal and other meetings. Officers, assessors to IIll1nnge prudential con-

cerns. 

Powers of moderator. 

When meetings may be cnlled. 

How meetings cnlled, if assessors refuse. 
Parish meetings; how cnlled in case none have been held for three .years. 

Parishes may raise money to build, repair, or remove honses of pnblic wor-

ship, and for parish charges. 

How assessed on pews. 

Payment enforced by sale of pews ; treasurer to pay owner overplll..8. 

Owner may direct as to appropriation of his pew tnx. 

Parishes may procure insurance on meeting-houses; incase of loss. ll!surimce 

how applied. 

14. Manner of admission to a parish by vote .'Ita legal meeting. 

15. Persons residing in parishes having funds derived from stute, to .be deemed 

members thereof; may become membcrs of other parishes, by giviIJg writ­

ten notice. 

16. No person compelled to belong to a parish; manner of withdrawal. 

11. Tenitorial ]larishes continned; parish·set .off from town, remainder to .consti­

tute first parish. 

18. Certain persons not entitled to vote at parish meeting. 

19. Church wardens, deacons, ministers and elders to be deemed corporations. 

May take in snceession, donations of real and personal estate. 

20. Ministers and officers of religious societies withont settled minister may take 

donations, .and prosecnte and defend snits respecting them. 

~1. Conv.eyances; if by ministers·to be limited:tp. time ofIninistry, if by pfficers 
to term of. office. 

22. Records of parishes open.to inspection. Clerk to:furnish attcsted copies of re­
cords. 

-23. ·Pruishes may· appoint theirtreasnrer, collectors,. and anthorize discounts. As­
sessors to give treasurer warrants. 

24. ·Overseers of monthly qnaker meetings to hold grantsas·a corporation. May 

convey and munnge donations. Annnal income not to be over $5,000. 

LegLslatnremay mpllify powers. 

:MEETING-HOUSES. 

·SEC; 25. Parishes·mayiJecome owners of pews; proceedings. 

;l6. Owners of pews dissenting; proceedings. 

21. Persons may incorporate to hold a meeting-honse. 

28. OWners may repnirQr.dispose.of meeting houses; meeting for. snch purpose 
how cnlled. 
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CRAP. 12. REC.29. Appraisal, proceeds of sale, how disposed of; pews, how disposed of, in case of 
repailing or re-build-ing; tnxes may be raised and agents appointed to make 
sale. 

Mode of call-
ina n meetincr 
to "form It par­
ish. 

30. Proprietors dissenting, entitled to appraised valne of their interest, dedncting 
debts. 

31. Owners of meeting-honses and of pews therein may incorporate themselves. 

32. Mode of calling a meeting for that purpose. Manner of organizing and be­

cOming incorporated. 

33. Corporate rights and powers. 

34. Meeting of pew holders, &c., how cnlled in case no meeting has been held ill 
three years. 

35. Minority of different denominations may have division of time, and how ob-

tained. 

36. Mode of proceeding. 

3T. Proportion of minority to be appraised. 

38. Expenses, how paid. 

39. MinOlity may occnpy their portion of time, unless majori ty will purchase; 

lIIINISTERI.AL _un> SCHOOL L,u,"DS, .A}."D FUNDS ARISING THEREFnOlI. 

SEC. 40. I Fee in ministerial and school lands, how vestecL 

41. ' Selectmen, town'clerk, and treasurer to be trustees. 

42. Trustees shill sbnll choose their officers ~nally. 

43. Powers Elf such trustees. 

44. Funds to be placed on interest. 

45. Trustees may hold estate for use of the ministry aud schools. 

46. Iucome of funded property, how applied. 

47. Incorporated trustees 'may transfer funds to selectmen, clerk and treasurer by 

consent of the town. 

48. Trustees to account nnnunlly to the town. 

49. Iflnnds are vested in It parish, the assessors, clerk and treasnrer to be trustees. 

50. First meeting oltrustces, how called. 

PARISHES .AND RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 

SEC. 1. Any persons of the age of twenty-one years or more, de­
sirous of becoming an incorporated parish or religious ,society, may 
apply to a justice of the peace of the county, in which a majOlity of 
them reside, who shall issue his warrant to one of them directing him 
to notify the other applicants to m~et at some proper place expressed 

Seven days in such warrant; and he shall give notice of such meeting seven' d~ys, 
n?tice to be at least before holding the same, by posting a notification thereof on gwen. 
R. S. e. 12, § 1. the outer door of the' meeting house or place of public worship of such 

Organization; 
nnme; declar­
ed Itpnrish: 
19 Maine, 20. 
R. S. c. 12, § 2. 

Power to hold 
property and 
establish 

society, if any, otherwise at such place as the justice appoints, 

SEC. 2. Such persons so assembled may choose a clerk and other 
needfi;U parish officers,and shall, thereupon be a corporation, bear the 
name they assume, and have all, the powers of parishes -and religious 
societies. 

SEC. 3. Every parish may take by gift or purchase any real or 
personal estate, until the clear annual income thereof amounts to three 
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thousand donal's; and convey the same; il.lld establish by-laws not re- CHAP. 12. 
pugnant to the laws of the state.. .. if:-§~~~i2, § 3. 

SEC. 4. The annual or other meetmgs of such pansh m~y be Annnal ancI 

called by its assessors, to be held at the time and place in the town i~~~~~ffie;;rs. 
where they are usually held; and notified as prescribed in the first ~J~. ~~:, § 4. 

section, or in the manner agreed on by its vote; and at such meeting, 
they may choose a clerk, who shall be sworn, two or more assessors, 
a collector, treasurer, standing committee, and all other· needful 
officers. 

The assessors shall manage the prudential concerns of the parish, 
when no other persons are appointed for that purpose, and shall be 
duly sworn. 

SEC. 5. The moderator of any meeting shall have power to pre- Pow1erstof 
. .. moc era or. 

serve order, manage the business, and administer the oath to the clerk R. s. c.12, § 5. 

and the assessors. 
SEC. 6: When five members of any parish in writing requeBt the ;::se~~e~~­

assessors to call a meeting, or insert any particular article in the war- ~~llS~~. 12, § 6. ' 

rant therefor, they shall do so. 
SEC. 7. If they unreasonably refuse to do so, any justice of How ~eetings 

• h lik 1" • hi called, if as-the peace m t e county on e app lCation may ISsue s warrant to sessors re-

one of the applicants, who shall notify such me,eting as prescribed in ~~ss·. c. 12, § 7. 

the first section, or as agreed on by parish vote. 
SEC. 8 .. When there has been no meeting of such parish or soci- )Vhehn nohmeet-

. lng as een 
ety for three years, a meeting may be called as provided in section held for three 

years, how 
thirty-four. called. 

SEC. 9 .. Every pariBh at a legal meeting, may raise money for ~~67, c. 71,§§ 1, 

the support' of the public ministry of religion, for building, repairing, !~~e~~:~~~~; 
or removing houses of public worship, and for other necessary parish may raise 

money. 
, charges; and it may be assessed and collected as state taxes are. R. s. c.12, § S. 

SEC. 10. When a house of public worship belongs to a parish, or ~:':s:~sed 
it and the 'fee of the land, on which it stands, is vested in trustees for ~~ ~~~sh, § 9.. 

the use of a parish, such parish may assess any money raised as 5 Me. 217. 

aforesaid, wholly or partly, on the pews or seats, whether owned by 
members of such parish or religious society or not; and the owners 
may be present and vote in raising such money. 

SEC: fL When taxes on pews and seats remain nnpaid for six Payment en­

months after their assessment, the treasurer shall sell them at auc- ~~l~~~~.y sale 

tion, first posting notice thereof at the principal outer door of such ~y;~;;~~~~~ 
house of worship, three weeks before the time of sale, stating the R. s: c.12,§ 10. 

numbers, if any, of the, pews or seats and the amonnt of tax on each; 
and shall execute and deliver it deed thereof to the purchaser,and 
pay to the owner the overplus',after deducting the amount of tax and 
incidental charges. 

SEC. 12. All money paid by any person for the support of p-qblic Owner may 

hi b t t hall b ·d· t h t h . f h' direct as to ap-wors pya ax on a pew or sea ,s· e pRl 0 suc eac er 0 IS propriation " 
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Cm. 12. own religious sect, as he designates, in a written notice left with the 
ofbispew tax.· clerk of the parish on. or before the annual meeting, unless he uses 
R. S. c. 12,§11. b him 1£ • • •• 

such pew or seat y se, or others; and It IS suffiCIent, If such 
teacher is ordained or qualified according to the usages of his pa.rtic­
ular sect or communion. 

Parisbes. may I SEC. 13. A parish in the actual occupancy of a church, meeting 
procure msnr- h h buildin £ 1" . ance; in cases ouse, or ot er g used or re IglOUS purposes may msure it 
of loss, bow • t I" b fi Ad' f h 1 th .. applied. ,agams oSS y reo n m case 0 suc oss e company msurmg 
R. S. c.12,§ 12. shall not deny the occupan(jy of the parish, its legal existence, or its 

right to maintain an action on the policy. The money so recovered 
shall be held by the parish in trust for repairing or restoring the 
building and so applied. 

l\r~n?er of ad~ SEC. 14. A person may become a member of a parish or relig-
mISSIon to a. • ty b t th f tIl t' parisb. 10US SOCIe y vo e ereo a a ega mee mg. 
R. S. c.12, § 13. SEC. 15. Any person of age residing in a local parish holding 
Persons deem- d d . d f . ' M 
edmember.. fun s erIve rom this state or assachusetts, shall be deemed a 
~~6.3, c. 216, member of it, until he dissolves the connection; and any such person 
i M:: ~Ii. having resided in such parish one year, and after he has arrived to 

. the age of majority, without either giving written notice to its clerk 
, of his consent to be a member thereof, or paying a tax, or subscrip­
tion accOrding to the mode the said parish may have adopted to raise 
money for lawful purposes, shall be deemed to have thereby dissolved 

Connection his connection therewith; and said connection shall remain dissolved, 
bow dissolved, "' . 

and said person shall not be taxable~until he renews the connection by 
giving ·written notice to its clerk of his consent to lbe a member of 
said parish; and any: person residing in a local parish may become a 
member of such parish not deriving funds from the state, by giving 
written notice to its clerk of his intention to do so within one year 
after he is of age or removes thereto. . 

No person SEC. 16. No person shall be a member of a pirish or religious 
compelled to - • d dis I . 
belong to a society 'without his consent; an any person may so vehis con'" 
~~~~r of nection therewith by leaving with its clerk a certificate of his inten-
i~~.~:a1~~l'15. tion to do so; and all his liability for future expenses shall thereby 
6 Me. 264, 448. cease; but he may be taxed for money previously raised, except in 
Territorial case of removal from a local parish. . 
:p,arisbde. con- SEC. 17. No territorial parish is hereby dissolved; and when one' 
nnne • 
Paris!I set off, or more parishes are set off from a, town, or incorporated therein, as 
remamder. £! .. 'd . . hall b h fir . h 
R. S. c. 12,§ 16. alOreSaI ,the remammg part set e st parIS . 
Certain tper-ti SEC. 18. No person shall vote in meetings of any territorial 
sons no cn -
tIed. to yotc at parish who is not the owner or occupant of a pew in its house of 

. p[\nsh.meet~ • •• ,. 
iugs. worship, nor contnbutes to ItS support. 
:!;.~ ~~_1., SEC. 19. The church wardens ef episcopal churches, the stewards 
dens and otb- or trustees of the methodist episcopal church, and the deacons of all 

. ers, corpora-
tions. other p~otestant churches, are so far corporations as to take, in suc-
1866, c. M.. . . 
1869, c. 35, § 1. ceSSIOn, all grants. and donations of real and personal estate, made to 
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their churches or to them and their successors; and if thenrinisters, CHAP. 12. 
elders, or vestry are joined with them in such grants or donationS, 
the two classes of officers shall be corporations for that purpose. (a) 

SEC. 20. The ministers of a parish or religious society~ and the Ministers and 
d < ld trust< t d < < d th < < <'din < ffi < f· officers of re­eacons, eel'S, ees, s ewar s an 0 er presl g 0 cerS 0 a ~gions socie-
religious society or church having by its usages flo settled minister, ~~~.~~Y2~\'ff: 
may take, in succession, any estate granted to the minister' and his ~ M~: m: 
successors, or for the use of the ministry, or poor of the church; and ~9 Me. 288. 

d d £ d all · .. b th hall ~6 Me. 504. may prosecute an < e en SUIts respecting It, ut ey s . not so 
take, while the clear annual income of prior grants is three thousand 
dollars. 

SEC. 21. No conveyance of such estate by a minister shall be Power to cOD
d
-

'd I h < h " h .• b h d h vey snch Ian s vali onger t an e 18 ill t e DlilllStry; or y suc eacons, or ot er limited. 
ffi< I than th . ffi if d b th ·th t R. S.c.12,§19. o cers, onger ey are ill 0 ce, < ma e Y em WI ou < 

consent of the church, or by church wardens without the consent of' 
the vestry. . < 

SEC. 22. The records of a parish shall be open to the inspection Records of 
of its members and to clerks of other parishes; and each clerk shall fg~~ee~~~~~ 
furnish attested copies thereof, on request, for a reasonable compensa- R. S. c.12,§20. 
tion. 

SEC. 23. When a parish 61' religious society lawfully raises money Pllrisp.es mlly-
b <.. . t't t II t <f < h hall IIppomt trells­y taxation, It may appoill 1 s reas'urer a co ec or 0 taxes, w 0 S TIrer, collector 
have the saine powers as a town treasurer who is collector; and it ~~~~ow dis­
may allow a similar discount on taxes paid within time fixed by it at a R. s.c. 12, § 21. 
legal meeting, and the treasurer shall give like public notice thereof; 
lind all other taxes shall be collected by himas town taxes are. When 
such treasurer and collector.is qualified, the assessors shall deposit 
with him< a list of the taXes with their warrant for their collectiofl. 

SEC. 24. The overseers of ~ach monthly meeting of the quakers Overseers of 
may take and hold, in succession, all grants of real, personal, or mixed re~t~~e~~II;s 
estate made to them, to or for the use of their monthly meetings, toto hoIdgm~ts. < liS II corporll-
the preparative meetings constituting them, or to the poor thereof; lion. 
and also all grants of real estate situated within the limits of their 
DlOnthly meetings, and donations of personal estate given by persons 
living within said limits, made to qr for the use of any of the quar- Powersmllybe. 
terly meetings of said, quakers, to said overseers for their use, or to R~s.~~fu, § '22., 
the poor thereof; and may convey and manage such estate according 
to the terms and conditions, on which it was given; and may sue in 
their own names for any. right, that has vested in any of the said 
grantees, or donees; p1'ovided, the annual income thereof to one 
meeting for such uses does not exceed five thousand dollars. These 
powers may be enlarged, restrained or repealed by the legislature. , 

(a) 1 Me; '208, 271; 3 Me. 243; 6 Me. 355;'15 Me. 414. 

14 
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CHAP. 12. MEETING HOUSES. 

b
Parish may SEC. 25. When it is deemed expedient by any organized parish 

ecome owner -
ofp~ws. Pro- to become the .owner of the pews in any meeting house used by it as 
ceedings. 1 f __ 1 hi . f h d 
1859. c. 85,§ 1.a pace 0 regwar wors p,a meeting 0 t e owners an occupants 

thereof may be called as provided in section six, and a majority of 
such pew owners and occupants may vote to convey the pews by them 
owned or'occupie~, t{) such parish. "" 

Owner of _SEC. 26. Any owner or occupant of a-pew in such meeting house, 
pew dissent-
~ng, proceed- who shall express his dissent, from such vote' in writing, to the parish 

. ~~~8: c. 85, § 2. clerk within one month from such meeting, shall have his pew ap­
praised as provided in section twenty-nine, and the appraised value 
shall be tendered to him, and he sh~ then deliver a deed of such pew 
to the parish. If such dissent is not expressed, .said pew shall be for­
ever forfeited to the parish. 

rersons may SEC. 27. Any persons, for the purpose-of erecting a meeting 
IDcorporate to h h' . . . f f' h 
~ol(l !l meet- ouse, or t emaJorlty ill mterest 0 the owners 0 a .meeting ouse, 
In""-honse. .• h . - th 1 th . h R."S. c. 12, § 23. not a parIS ,may mcorporate emse ves e same as parIs. es may; 

and choose all officers and do all other acts that a parish may law~ 
fully do. 

Owners may SEC. 28. .A. majority of the pew owners or proprietors of a meet-
rep-air or dis- " 
pose of meet- .ing house present at a legal meeting called for that purpose may 
m"" honses. • " dIll d th· h th I d d 'th ~rrant for repaIr, remo e, or se ,an convey err ouse or e an -use WI 

f~~g meet- it, or remove or rebuild it. Any meeting relating t~ereto may be 
R. s. c.12, § 24. called' as provided in section thirty-one; or by publishing the warrant 

ill a newspaper printed in the county, at least fourteen days before 
the meeting. -

Appraisal,pro- S])c.: 29. Before such alteration or 'sale is made an appraisal of 
ceedsof-sale, hI' al" f h h b d b L_ dis how disposed t e re ative v ue 0 t e pews salle ma e y tmee creet persons, 
of' pews how d h hId ball . I al' 'd dL~osed 'of, un er oat ,to e e ecte by ot at a eg meeting of Sal owners 
:-~1!e;,. ~ ~~: or proprietors. If a sale of said house and land is made, it may be 
bnilafug

b
; tll?'- private or public, as such meeting determines, and the proceeds shall 

es may e rlllS-

ed a~d agents be applied to pay the expenses of said sale and the debts and just 
appoInted to I' . h - d h bal hall b 'd th-'make sale. C aImS agaInst t e property; an t e ance sepal to e pew 

.R. s. c. 12, § 25. owners or propriet{)rs in proportion to their interests, by the appraisal. 
If the meeting house is altered or rebuilt, the appraisers, after the 
work is completed, shall as;ign-" to the former pew holders pews, to 
conform as near as practicable to those previously held by them; 'and 
the other pews may be sold to defray the expenses of the repairs and 
alterations, or otherwise disposed of as the proprietors or pew owners 
determin~. They may choose officers, raise and assess taxes on the 
pews, and collect them for the purpose of making such repairs and 
alte~ations, and do all things that a parish can 'lawfully do, and appoint' 
some suitable agent or agents to make such sale and,conyeyance, or 
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repairs and alterations, and a treasurer or trustees to receive and dis- CHAP. 12. 
tribute the proceeds of sale in manner aforesai.d. 

SEC. 30. When it is decided to repair, remodel, or rebuild a meet- P!"opri~tors 
. . h . to d' . fr h . f dIssenting, en~ mg ouse, any owner or nropne l' lssentmg om t e actIOn 0 a titled to ap-

"t d d lin' t t k . t' t . . th h It d ptaised value maJon y an ec mg ,0 a e any meres m e ouse. as a ere , of their inter-

may d~mand and rcceive of such :najority the appraised value of his ~rs. e.12, § 26. 

interest, 'after deducting his proportion of debts against the property, 
to be recovered in an action for money had and received; which shall 
not be commenced till . thirty days after such demand, nor after the 
lapse of a year after notice is posted three successive weeks on the 
meeting house door and some other conspicuous place, in its precinct, 
stating the persons, to whom' the money is to be paid, the amount to 
each, and the time limited for payment. If said sums are not de-
manded within said time, it is forfeited to tUe majority for parish uses. 

SEC. 31. The owners of a meeting house' or building for public ~~ti~~ of 
, hi d h b . t d h tlir houses and wors p, an t e pew owners, may e mcorpora e ,wen any ee pews therein 

or more of them apply to a J'ustice of the pcace therefor, who shall mtaYthineOrctpor-. n e ems TCg. 

issue his walTant to one of them stating the time, place and purpose 11367, e. 71, § 2, 

f h . d d' , hi t t'fy'd b . Mode of eall-o t e meeting, an lrecting mono 1 sal owners y postmg up lng a meeting 

a certified copy of it fourteen days on the principal outer door of such ~o;s~~at pur­

building and in one or more other puhlic places in the same town. 
SEC. 82. When so assembled, they may choose a moderator and Manner of or~ 

clerk, who shall perform the.usual duties of such officers; and there- g~~~;gai~~ 
upon said owners shall be a corporation? and known by such name as ~~r$.o{ai~~~ 28. 

they adopt, and may agree on the mode of calling future meetings. 
SEC. 33. Such corporation by a major vote of its members, may qorpornte 

'd t I th tin h' b 'ld' £' bl' hi rIghts and use an con 1'0 e mee g ouse or 111 mg lor pu lC wors p, powers. 

partly or wholly owned by them, as they please; but nothing in this R. S. e. 12,~29, 
and the two preceding sections shall affeCt the rights of owners of 
houses of worship, built by different refigious denominations. 

, SEC. 34. When there has been no meeting of the incorporated Meetings of 

pew owners, or proprietors or owners of a meeting house, or building ~~~~~O'of 
for public worship, for three' years, a meeting may be called on appli- ~~I~~;hOW 
cation of three or more members thereof to Ui justice of the peace, 1867, c. 71, § 1. 

who shall issue his warrant to one of them, stating the time, place 
and purpose~ of the meeting, directing him to notify such meeting by 
posting up a certified copy of sai.d walTant, three' weeks'before the 
time of meeting, on the principal outer door of such meeting house or 
building, and in one or more public places in the same town, and pub-
lishing it in a newspaper published in the county, i( any, otherwise in 
an adjoining coUnty, or in the state paper. 

SEC. 35. When a house of public worship is owned by persons of lIIinorityof 

different dE!lloininations; and when an organized society, or its mem- diffCJ:entti.de­llumma ous 
bel's own five pews therein, one or more of the minority oWninO' not ~a)' haTe~-

• , .. <> YlSlOn of tune, 
less than five pews may apply to a justice of the peace and q~orum 
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. CHAP. 12. to ·obtain a division of the time of occupying the house; and he shall 
an.d how ob· call a meeting of the owners by posting up a notice in'a public place 
tamed.. h h hirty d I b £ th . . R. s. c.12,§ 30. ill or about t e ouse, t ays at east e ore e meeting, statillg 

the time, place and obje'ct of the meeting. 
Mod7 of pro, SEC. 36. At such meeting the owners, who are not applicants, or 
reedmg. if h f d h . 
R. S. c.12, § 31. t ey re use or neglect, the justice who calle t e meeting, may 

designate another justice, and the two may appoint a third person, 
who is disinterested, and not an inhabitant of the toWn in which the 

. house is located, or 'belonging to the denomination of either party 
interested; and the three shall be a board, before which the own~rs 
may exhibit the amount they own in the house; and the minority 
owning at least five pews shall have their part allotted to them, as 
nearly as may be, in proportion to the amount they own in the house; 
and the board shall design~te which weeks in each year the minority 
if t.hey please, may occupy the house; if they do not, the majority 
may. 

Proportion of SEC. 37-. The board shall appraise the value of the minority's 
rninOlity to be • f h h k d f h . din appraised. prOportlOn 0 t e ouse, rna e a recor 0 t elr procee gs, and 
fifo; ~.Y37~ 32. within ten days cause it to be transcribed into the records of the town 

where the house is. 
E~penses, how SEC. 38. All their reasonable expenses shall be paid by the per-
pald. . h d h d'" b h b .. R. S. c.12, § 33. son or persons, w 0 requeste t e IVIslOn; ut tea ove proVIslOns 

shall not affect any agreement now in force, as to the mode of occu­
pying such house. 

Minority may SEC. 39. The minority may occupy the house their'allotted time, 
~;~~~iti~;~f unless the majority purchase their interest, by paying the minority 
!~~~i~,e;':ill the sum, at which it was appraised by the board; but if the minority 
k~s~~~i~·. ~ 34. decline so to sell, they shall not avail themselves of the provisions of 

the four preceding sections. . 

MINISTERIAL AND SCHOOL LANDS, AND FuNDS ARISING 'IllEREFROM. 

Fee in minis· SEC. 40. Where lands have been granted or re'served for the use 
teriullunds, 
how yes ted. of the ministry, or first settled minister, or for the use of schools, in 
R. S. c. 12, § 35. • his d h £ . hId h' d . 
1.Me.71; any town ill t state, an t e ee ill t ese an s as not veste ill 
1;, Me. 414. • I . h 'thin h t . . . di'd l't hall See c. 5, §§ 9 some particu ar pans WI sucown, or ill some ill VI ua, I s 
to 23. vest in the inhabitants of such town and not in any particular parish 

therein, for such uses. 
Selectmen, SEC. 41. The municipal officers, town clerk and treasurer of each 
town clerk and h . d h 
treasurer to be town were no other trustees are lawfully. appomte for t at purpose, 
~S~e~\2,~ 36. shall be a corporation and trustees of such ministerial and school funds 

forever, with the usual powers granted to similar corporations~ 

Trustees shall SEC. 42. They shall annually elect a presid~mt, clerk and treas-
choo,e officers • • 
annunlly. urer; the treasurer shall give bond with sufficient suretIes m the opin-
R. s. c. 12,§ 37, ion of the trustees, for the faithful discharge of his duty; and the 

clerk. shall be duly sworn. . 
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SEC. 43. They may sell and convey all such ministerial and CHAP. 12. 
school lands belongm' (}' to and lym' g in their town ; and the treasurer's Powers of 

<:> such trustees. . 
deed thereof duly executed by order of the trustees, shall pass the R. S. c.12, § 38. 
estate. 29·Me.29. 

, SEC. 44. As soon as may be, they shall place the proceeds of sale Funds to ~e 
• ' '. ' placed on m-

at mterest secured by mortgage of real estate of tWIce the value of terest. 

th ... al b b d t 'th uffi' t ti . t R. S. c.12, § 39. e pnnClp , ,or y on or no e WI s Clen, sure es, or .mves . 
them in bank stock or public securities. . 

SEC. 45. They may take and hold real or personal estate, by gift, Trustees may , 

th . £ h f h .. . h' h hold estate for grant, or 0 eI"WISe, or t e use 0 t e IIllIllStry m t eu' towns, t e ns.e?f the 

annual income of which does not exceed one thousand dollars; and ~~~~: and 

for the use of schools, the annual income of which does not exceed R. s. c.12, § 40. 

the sum, which their town is bound to raise for the sa,me use. 
SEC. 46. The income of the fund, arising from the sale of lands Income of 

under section forty-three, and from the- rents and profits of real and ~~ego~~~: 
personal estate h~ld un9.er section forty-five, shall be annually applied k~s~' c. 12 § 41. 

to the support of public schools in the town, and expended as other 
school money is. ' 

SEC. 47. The trustees of any ministerial or school fund in this Incorporated 
., ' trastees may 

state, illcorporated by the legISlature of Massachusetts, may by con·. h'ansfer funds 

'sent of the town for whose use the fund was established, transfer it to ~e~~~;~en, 
. the municipal officers, clerk, and treasurer thereof, who are hereby ~~:~;~ffue 
made trustees th~reof ~ and the inc~me sh~ be annually applied and ~.S:~.12, § 42. 

expended as proVIded ill the preceding sectIOn. 
SEC. 48. At each annual meeting of their town, the trustees shall Trustees to 

exhibit an account of their. proceedings, and a statement of the funds, ~~~g~h~nnn­
receipts, and expenditures, and of the appfication thereof to said uses. if'&~.12, § 43. 

SEC. 49. When such lands are'vested in a parish, the assessors; If lands nre 

1 . k d h th . d fi h vest eel in a C er ,an treasurer, were no 0 er trustees are appoillte or t at parish, the as-

purpose shall be a cOl'TIoration and trustees of such ministerial fund sessors, clerk 
, • ~J and treasurer 

forever, with like powers and under like liabilities, as the municipal ~. ~~ :.r~.t§«. 
'officers, town clerk; and treasurer; pay the annual income of such 
lands and of the proceeds of their sale according to the terms of the . 

'grants and reservations by which they were so vested; and at each 
annual meeting for choice of parish officers, exhibit an account of 
their proceeilings, ap.d a statement' of funds, receipts, and expendi-
w·es. ' 

SEC. 50. The first meeting of the trustees constituted by sections First meeting 

£ t d fi .f=' • b all d b d of trustees or y-one an OIurnme ill any year, may e c e y seven- ays how called: 

personal notice of the time and place thereof, given by one of them R. s. c. 12, § 45. 

to all the others. 
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