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TITLE I.J PUBLIC LA.L'l"DS. 

CHAPTER 5. 

LA1.'J)S. THEIR- SALE .A.c'l"D SETTLEME}'TT. LAND AGENT. LOCATION.A.c'l"D 

CARE OF LOTS FOR PUTILIC USES. 

SEC. 1. Land agent's bond, duties, restrictions. 

2. Is to rec!live money and securities, and account for same to trcasurer of state. 

To attend personnIly to the duties ofhis office. Persons employed by him 

to be sworn. Number aud compensation of clerks, how determined. 

3. To execute deeds, and collect pii.ncipal and interest on notcs and pay into 

state treasury monthly. 

4. Governor, council, state trcasurer and the land agent, constituted a ·board fo~ 

managing public lands. Surveys. PlltUS or maps of surveys to be returned 

to land office. What the field notes are to contain. Plans and field books 

to be kept at Augusta and Bangor open for inspcctiou. 

5. Unlocated grants ·of land to be locatcd by.the governor and council. 

6. What the surveyors are to note. Field notes to be deposited in lal).d office. 

1. Prosccution of trespassers. Teams and supplies fOlfeited. Measure of 

damages. 

8. Rule of damages when prosecuted for benefit of an individual. 

L~l!DS RESERVED FOR PunLIC USES; 

9. Reservation of one thousand acres for public uscs. How located by land 
, agent and proprietors if they agree. 

10. How locatcd if thcy do not agree. 

11. How located in townships hcreafter to be s~ld. 

12. Land agent to have care of reserved lands till towns are incorporated 01' 

organized into plantations. May sell timber and grass on same. Proprie

tors to have the optiop. to purchase the right to cut timber 01' grass. 

13. To kcep an account of receipts and expenditures for .reserved lands, and pay 

balance to treasurer of state. 

H. Treasurer of state to keep a separate acconnt with each township. Money to 

remain in the treasury till the township is incorporated 01' organized. 

State to be accountable for proceeds. 

15. Moneys ·received for sales or trespasses, to constitute a fund for school 

purposes. 

16. Annual interest to be added to the principal. How and when to be paiel o,er. 

11. Location of reserved lands. Appointment of committee. 

18. Committee sworn. 

19. To give notice. 

20. Return, acceptance and rceord. 

21. Location may be made by grantee. 

22. Or on warrant for partition. 

23. Any person nggrie,ed may file exeeptions. 

THE SALE OF Ln!Ds FOR SETTLEJfENT. 

24. Townships selected for settlement; list of, to be published. Sale, how made. 

25.. Mode of payment; certificate to the purchaser; proof of payment; one lot 

only to be granted to same person. 

111 
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CIL\.P. 5. 

Land agent's 
bond, duties 
and rcstric
tions. 
R. S. c. 5 § 1; 

PUBLIC LANDS. . [TITLE I. 

26. Settling duties required. 
27. Forfeiture on failure to peliorm settling dnties. 
28. Agent appointed to snperintend tlle location, and payment of tlle labor. 

29. Roads to be located by land agent. 
30. Settling dnties to be peliormed before deed is given. Evidence required. 

Deed to be absolute. . 
31. All deeds heretofore or herenfter given, made absolute. Sale of state lands to 

be made at option of land ageut. 

32. Land certificates, powers grantcd to holde~s of. 
33. Settlers on state lands n¥0wed to cut timber, &c., for certain purposes. 

34. Linlitations of permits on settling lands. 
35. Settler's lot and improvements, not exceeding one tllousand dollars, exempted 

from attacliment. 
36 .. Shall desccud to his children. Not liable to debts except as provided. 

37. C:J.llllot be conveyed witllout consent of wife. 

PEInnTS TO CUll ~-n lLI.UL TDIJlER. 

38. Land agent may grant permits to cut and hanl timber. Proviso. 

39. Permits not to be transfelTed, effect of transfer. 
40. llIinimnm price. When competition, sale at anction, notice. 

41. Bond to be given for stumpage. 

42. Timber held for payment of stumpage. 

43. AdYance payment. 
44. Surveyors, appointment, oatll and dnties of. 

S.u.E OF TllIDER La-ns. 

45. Timbcr lands may be sold for a price exceeding one dollar pel' acre. Settling 
dnties required. Forms of paymen t on settling lots. Board to make return 

of doings. 
46. Townships for sale, 'to be set apart, and notice pnblished. llIinimnm price to 

be fued. Sale September first, on sealed proposals. Manner of proceed

ings and mode of payments. 
47. Lancl agent may sell tracts in incorporated towns and on islands. 

48. Land agent to rcport to goyernor and council onee in tlrree montlls; and to 

settle his accounts once a year, at le:J.St. Governor and council may audit 

and settle accounts. 

49. Form and p:J.l'ticulars of his report. 
50. Money from tlle treasury to be paid on warrant. To keep notes, make sched

ules and return same to treasurer. 
51. Annnal report to be made of suits commenced and of costs incnrred. 

SEC. 1. The land agent shall give a bond to the state :in the sum 
of fifty thousand.dollars, with sufficient sureties to the satisfaction of 
the governor and council, for the faithful performance of the duties 
of his office. He shall superintend and .manage the sale and settle
ment of the public lands of the state. He shall not, when appointed 
or dur:ing his cont:inuance in office, lJe direct1y or indirectly concerned 
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in the lumber business on the state lands, or in the purchase of the CHAP. 5. 
public lands, or of any timber or graBs growing or cut thereon. 

SEC. 2. He shall receive all moneys and securities accruing to Shullrecei~'e 
the state from the sale of lands, timber, and grass, or in payment for :~ng;;~;f:;~d 
timber or grass cut by trespaBsers, and pay 'Over to the treaBurer of ~~~g!~: to 

state all moneys so received and found due from him on settlement. fiduties of of-ceo 
All securities shall be' made payable to the treasurer of state. He R. S. c; 5, 9 2. 

shall personally attend to the duties of his office, as far aB practica-
ble, and no commissions shall be allowed him for his disbursements or ~o commis-

• • SlOns ullow-
collections, and no sum shall be allowed him for traveling expenses ed. 

from his home to land office, or from one land office to the other, 
unl ffi 'al b . fi tr t ti' f d f ffi Actnal travel-eSB ono Cl, usrness, nor. or 'anspor a on 0 recor s 0 0 ce, ing expenses 

unless money shall be paid out specifically therefor. All persons em- f~~' c.167 & 1. 

ployed by him shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties, ' ,. 
arid shall not be concerned directly! or indirectly, in the purchaBe of Number of 

. • clerks and 
lands, or of timber or grass on lands belongmg to the state. The the.ir compen~ 

number of clerks to be employed by him, shall be determined by the ife~g~e 1869, 

governor and council, who shall fix their compensation. C. 52. 

SEC. 3. He shall execute deeds, in behalf of the state, conveying Execntedeeds, 

lands, which have been granted by the legislature or. sold by lawful colldect notes 
an sums dne 

authority, as soon. as the grantees have complied with the conditions and pay S?IDe 
• • . monthly lllto 

of theIr respective grants; collect all sums due to the state by note state treasury. 

or from any source mentioned in this chapter; collect the interest on R. S., C. 5, 9 3. 

all notes at least annually, and pay, at the expiration of every month, 
into the state treasury, all moneys so collected or received by him. 

SEC. 4. All the public lands, where not otherwise specially pro-
'd d hall b d d ld d th dir . f h' Boardformun-VI e , s " e manage an so un er e ection 0 t e governor, agiug public 

council, state treasui'er and the land agent, for the time being; and i~~~·c. 119, 

they are constituted a board for that purpose, and shall make return ~:s. c. 5, § 4. 

of their doings to each regular session of the legislature; and the 
governor, state treasurer and land agent, in the absence of the coun-
cil shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business here- Quorum. 

by confided to them. Said board shall, from time to time, cause all Governor und 

lands suitable for settlement, to be surveyed into lots of one hunderd council and 

d 
. . .. land agent, U 

an SD..-ty acres each, and cause a Iilllllmum pl'lce to be noted on each board to direct 

I t.An I . f III 1 h b sUITeys. o . accurate p an or map 0 a ane s surveyed salle return-
ed to the land office, and e~tered upon the plan books, within three ~~~~£~~J: 
montbs after the survey is completed, on which shall be laid down all Price to be 

lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, falls, mill sites, and roads. The' field fixed. 

notes of such surveys shall contain a description of the growth, soil, ISUITeys, how 

and general character of the township, and of every lot, if it is sur- II!ade. 

veyed into lots, which shall be deposited in the land office within three !~~~. and field 

months. The said plans and field notes shall be kept at the offices in Plans to be 
A t d B £.. all . h I open to public .tl.ugus a an angor, open or mspection at ' times, w en the and inspection. 

agent or his assistant is in either of said offices; and he shall aid in 
8 
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CHAP. 5. furnishing infOl1nation about the public lands to all persons,. who seek 
for it at his office. 

Unlotcatefdl d SEC. 5. All lands donated by the state to. institutions or individu-gran soan . 
to be located als, shall be located under the advice and approval of the governor 
by governor 
and council. and council, and such approval shall be certified to the land office by 
1863, c. 171. the secretary of state and there recorded. 
Surveyors to SEC. 6. Every surveyor, in surveym' tJ~ the public lands, shall e)..-plore and 
enter ~ field explore each lot carefully, and enter in his field notes, the quantity 
notes, timber, d ali f' . b h d &c. an qu ty 0 pille, spruce, and other valuable tim er t ereon, an 
Field notes to all th ful infi ti' 'thin his 1m I d I tin to th al be deposited in . 0 eruse orma on m ow e ge re age v ue 
~~~. °c~~~'§ 5. of the land.' He shall deposit duplicate plans of his surveys and his 

. Trespasses, 
prosecutions 
for them. 
R. S. c.5, § 6. 

Teams and 
supplics for
feited, meas
ure of dnma-
ages. 
45l\Ie. 67. 
49 l\Ie. 388. 

field notes in the land office, within sixty days after the completion of 
his surveys . 

SEC. 7. If any person unlawfully enters and trespasses upon the 
public lands of the state, or upon any of the lands reserved for public 
uses, while under the care of the agent, and cuts down, takes, or 
calTies away, any trees or grass standing or being upon said lands, 
he and all persons who fupllsh teams, implements, appamtus, or sup
plies of provisions, or of other articles, used in committing and car
rying on such trespasses, are trepassers, and shall be jointly and 
severally liable in damages for the trespasses so committed, and may 
be sued therefor in any county in the state. All such teams, imple
ments, apparatus, and supplies, shall be forfeited to, the use of the 
state. The measure of damages shall be the highest price which such 
timber,logs, or other lumber, or hay would bring at the usual place 
of sale thereof. Nothing in this section shall affect the right of the 
state to seize and sell any timber, logs, lumber, or hay, cut as afore
said. At such sale no person, who was in any way concerned in 
committing such trespass, or in supplying or aiding those who com
mitted them, shall be allowed to become. purchasers directly or 
indirectly. 

Rule Of
h 
dnm~t- SEC.' S. When an action for such trespass is prosecuted. in the 

ngesw en Sill . 

for benefit of name of the state for the benefit of an individual, the principles of 
aaindividunl. d " d' . . 
R. s.· c. 5, § 7. eClSlOn an the measure of damages shall be the same as are appli-

cable to like actions between individuals. 

L.A},'1)S RESERVED FOR PUBLIC USES: 

Reservation of SEC. 9. In every township there shall be reserved one thous~d 
1,000, acres for acres of land and at the same rate in all tracts less than a township public nses; " , 

bmnybelocatetd for the exclusive benefit of such town or tract, as the legislature yagreemen. 
~. s. c.

9
5",§ 8. directs, to average in quality, situation, and value as to timber, with 

3~ ~:: sk the other lands therein. In townships or tracts, sold and not incor
~Je~;~~~:~n, porated or organized into plantations, the lands reserved for .public 
condition 7.] uses may be selected and located by the land agent and the proprie-

tors, by a m1.tten agreement, describing them by metes and bOlmds, 
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signed by them, and recorded in the land office. The plan or outline CHAP. 4. 
of the lands so selected shall be entered on the plan of the township 
or tract in the land office, which shall baa sufficient location thereof. 

SEC. 10. When the land agent and proprietors of such township ~~;~;o~e:!~: 
or tract cannot agree on such location, if the right to cut the timber R. s. c. 5, ~~. 
and grass thereon until the town is incorporated, or organized as a 
plantation, has not been legally sold, the land agent may petition the 
supreme judicial court for the appointment of commissioners to make 
the location in the manner hereinafter provided. The petition may 
be filed, and the proceedings under it had in any county in. the. state. 

SEC. 11. In every township or tract hereafter to be sold or locat- Location to be 
. . made before 

ed for settlement, the land agent, before the same IS offered for sale offered for 
or settlement, shall cause the reserved lands to be located so as to also c. 5, § 10. 
embrace one or more tracts of the requisite quantity, quality, situa-
tion, and value, and to be properly described and recorded in the land 
office, and. the plan or outline thereof to be entered on the plan of the 
township or tract in the land office, all of which shall be a sufficient 
location thereof. 

SEC. 12. The land agent shall have .the· care of the reserved Land agent to 
I ds · all' to hi tr t til th . d d th have care of an m· wns ps or 'ac s, un ey are mcorporate ,an elots located. 
£ b t d · th t H fr tim' t tim 11 th R. S. c. 5, § 11. ee ecomes ves erne own. e may om e 0 e, se e 1870, c.135,§ 2. 
timber and grass thereon or the right to cut the same for cash Se~ c. 12, §§ 40 . , . " to 00. 
except the grass growing on improvements made by an actual settier, May sell tim-

til . t d' t t £ h h think . t d ber and grass un illCOrpOra e ill 0 a own, or suc sum as e s JUs an rea- on thcm. 
sonable. When so sold, he shall give the purchaser a permit under.:g N:: ~+~. 
his hand and seal, setting forth the terms of the contract, which shall 4G~ Me. 388 .. lve propne-
be recorded in the office. The proplietors of the township or tract tors option. 
shall have the option to become purchasers thereof at the rate per 
acre for which the ~ownship or tract was sold. 

SEC. 13. The land agent shall keep an account with each such To keep.an ac
township and tI'act, in which shall be entered all expenditures made. ~~~t WIth 

on account thereof, and all sums received theren'om. He shall settle R. S. c. 5, § 12. 
his account of such receipts and expenditures annually with the gov-
ernor and council, and pay over to the treasurer of state the balance 
in his hands, specifying each t{)wnship and tract, from which it was 
received. 

SEC. 14. The treasurer shall keep a separate account with the Treasurer to 
reserved land in each such township, in which he shall enter all sums ~~::Kt~n ac
by him received and paid on account thereof; and the balance shall DR: S. C:ti~,§13f' 

lSPOSl on 0 

remain in the treasury until such township or tract is by law author- the money. 
ized to receive it; and thereupon it shall be paid over to the proper 
officers fum·eof . 
. SEC •. 15. The money arising from the sale of timber and grass, Moneytocon-
or from tI'espasses on the reserved lands, paid into fue treasury of the ~~~1~0~d 
county, in which the township is situated, or into the treasury of the R. s. c. 5, § 14-
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CHAP. 5. state, shall constitute funds f6r school purposes, or'which .the income 
only shall be expended and applied as is by law provided. 

~~nh~;~~e~e SEC. 16. The interest shall be add:ed to the principal of such 

R
PIDSd ov,:r.. fund, lilltil the inhabitants of such township or tract are incorporated 

• • C. D" 15. • 
1858, c. 13. into a town, or orgalllZed as a plantation, and establish in such planta-

tion, one or more school districts according to law. When any such 
township is incorporated as a town, said funds l)elonging to it, shall be 
paid over by the treasurer of state to the treasurer of the trustees of 
the ministerial and school funds in such town, to be added to the 
funds of that corporation, and shall be held and managed aB other 
school funds of that town are requJ-red by law to be held and man
aged. If such township or tract is organized aB a plantation, the 
interest of said fund shall be paid annually l)y the treasurer of state 
to the assessors of such plantation, to be 'applied for the support of 
schools according to the number ·of scholars in each district. The 

Interest to be interest so to be paid shall be cast up to the first day of January in 
cast annnally. each year, and shall be paid to such assessors by the treasurer, on 

producing satisfactory evidence that such· plantation is organized, and 
school districts established·therein according to law, and that asses
sors are duly sworn and qualified. 

Location of SEC. 17. When in the grant of townships or partB thereof, there 
lands where 
there are pro- are certain proportions of them reserved for the use of such town-
~~:'~irinre- ships, or for public uses, and they have not been lawfully locatecl in 
~:!: how severalty by the grantee, for the purposes expressed in the grant, the 
R·

6
S. c. 51' §§16

1
• supreme judicial court in the COlillty where the land lies, on application 

18 9, c. 3, • • 
Sce c. 88, § 29. of the land agent, may appoInt three disinterested persons, and issue 
§~ M~: i6g: their warrant, lillder the seal of the court, to them, requiring them, 
~~ M~: ~i7. as soon as ma,y be, to locate in separate lots, the proportions reserved 
33 Me. 300. for such purposes, and to designate the use for which each lot is so 

reserved and located, such lots to l)e of an average quality with the 
residue of the lands therein. 

Committee to SEC. 18. Said coJl1lIlittee, before acting, shall be sworn before a 
~~ s~g~; § 17. justice of the peace; and a certificate thereof shall be endorsed on 

the warrant. 

Notice of up- SEC. 19. They shall also give notice of their appointment, and of 
Plointmefnt Ullt-d the time and place of their meeting to execute it, by publishing it in 
pace 0 mee 

. i!lg to be pnb- some newspaper in the state, to be designated by the court, and by 
~8s~9~d~. 31, § 2. posting up Wl'itten notifications in two or more public places in the 
~6MM~.1~g2. same plantation or town, if so ordered by the court, at least thirty 
. days next prior to their meeting. 

Return, accep- SEC. 20. They shall make return of said warrant and their do
~~S~'c~~~0§t9. ings thereon, lillder their hands, to the next supreme judicial court in 

the COlillty after having completed the service; which, being accepted 
by the court, and recorded in the registry of deec1stherein within six 
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months, shall be a legal assignment and location of such reserved 'CrrAP. 5. 
proportions for the uses designated. " 

SEC. 21. When the grantee of any such lands severs and locates Loc[J.ttionhby 
, ' • • gran ee, ow 
such reserved proportions thereof, for the purposes mentlOned III the R.[t~. 5, ~ 20. 

grant, designating the use for which each lot is located, and presents 
it to said court, such court may confirm it; and such location shall 

, then be deemed legal and conclusive, being recorded as before men
tioned. 

SEC. 22. Or the severance and location of such reserved lands LOCti~ttiion on par on. 
may be made and completed in tlie manner prescribed in the twenty- R. S. c. 5, ~ 21. 

ninth section of chapter eighty-eight, 
SEC. 23. A person aogrieved by the opinion, direction, or judg- Exceptions 

<:> • • may be filed. 
ment. of said court in matters of law, in a proceeding for the 10catlOn R. S. c. Ii, ~ 22. 

of such public lots, may allege exceptions thereto as in other actions . 

. THE SALE OF LANDS FOR SETTLEMENT. 

SEC. 24. Out of townships located and designated for settlement, TOWllshiPds to '. . be selecte for 
the land agent, under the direction of the board for the management settlement! list 

d I f· bli l' d 'd d £. . £ hall fr . to be publish-an sa e 0 pu c an s proVl e or III sectlOn our, s ., om tIme ed witb condi-
't t' Itt di t' t b fii d £ al' tions of sale. o Ime, se ec ,no excee ng en III a year, 0 e 0 ere or s e III R. S. c. 5, ~ 23. 

lots for settlement; and publish a list of them and of the townships ~8t.9, c. 119, 

offered for sale and settlement in former years, in which lands still· 
remain for sale, in some paper in each county in the state, in which 
any paper is published, once a week for three months, :within six 
months after the selection is so made, with the substance of so much 
of this chapter as relates to the terms and conditions of the sale and 
settlement of such lands. The land agent may thereupon, under 
direction of said board, sell and convey such lots or parts thereof, 
surveyed as provided in section four, at the price said board may have 
caused to be noted on the plan of said lot, or at a higher price, not 
however exceeding in any case, one dollar an acre to an actual set-. 
tIer; and not more than one hundred and sixty acres shall be sold' tn 
one person. 

SEC. 25. The purchaser shall give for such lands, three. note.s Brice-and 
payable in one, two and three years, in labor on the roads in. said :~~;. of pay
township, under the direction of th~ land agent. The land agent ~~~ific~[J.~~ ~J5. 
shall thereupon give him a certificate, stating that he has. become a~~:~;?l~n~e 
purchaser of the lot or lots therein described, ana. that he will be agent. 
entitled to a deed thereof, when he complies with, the requirements 
of law. 

SEC. 26. Besides the payment of the notes., eyery. such pur.chaser Settling dnties 
shall be required, within two years from the, date. of ~ certific!J,te., to R.qS~5, § 26. 

establish his residence on his lot, and within four years from such 
-date to clear, on each lot, not less than :fifteen aeres, ten at least of 
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CHAP. 5. which shall be well laid down to grass; and to build a comfortable 
dwelling house on it. 

F~rfeiture for SEC. 27. If the purchaser fails to perform any of the duties 
~=e to per- required of him, or to pay his notes, he forfeits all right to the land; 
R. S. c. 5, § 27. and the land agent may dispose of it to another person. 
Ag~nts to sn- SEC; 28. The land age~t shall appoint some suitable person or 
penntendloca- . th ... . d hI" f ttl th don of settlers persons 1n e VlClnIty to supeTII\ten t e ocation 0 se ers, e pay-
and labor &c. t f h' d I b h ~ f h . al d ti' R. S. c. 5: § 28. men 0 t eIr roa a or, and t e penormance 0 t eIr sever u es .. 
Roads to be 10- SEC. 29. In townships so selected, in which suitable roads have 
~~~~dt~Y land not bean located, the larid agent shall cause such' roads to be located 
R. s. c. 5, § 24. as the public interest and the accommodation of the future settlement 

require. 
Settling dnties . SEC. 30. The land agent,· before giving a deed to any purchaser 
~~~d~e~~~n. ofa 10.tof land under the provision8 of sections twenty-five and 

Evidence re
quired. 
1862. c. 117. 

twenty-six, shall ascertain whether all. the 'requi~ements of law 
have been complied with by such purchaser, and for this purpose, the 
certificate of the person appointed by the land agent to superintend 
the laying out of the labor on the roads, under such regulations and 
mode of proof as the lalld agent shall prescribe, shall be evidence; 
and when such conditions shall have been complied with, each pur

~~~~e~o be ab- chaser shall be entitled to an absolute deed of said lot. 

All deeds here- SEC. 31. All deeds 'given by the land agent, under the provisions ' 
tofore or here- f'd' fi d . 'din' after given, 0 Sal sectlons twenty- ve an twenty-SIX, proVl g 1n substance, 
made absolnte. "t7. t if h 7. -f!.·l d .-f!. II 7.' Z' . d 1862, c.117,§ 2. na ~ t e grantee nas J a~ e to pe1j 01'm a tne (ut~es req21~1'e of 

a settler, in conf01'mity to chapte1' five of the revised statutes, 
app1'oved Ap1'il seventeen, eighteen h~tndred and fifty-seven, and all 
othe1' acts, additional or amendat01'Y thereto, the deed shall be void," 

Sale of state shall be held to convey as absolute and complete a title as if such 
lands to be condition or reservation was not contained in said deed. Lots or 
Dllldeatoption . f I d' hi b £ £'W E L ·S ofland agent. sections 0 an 1n towns p num er. our, range our, . . .., 
1866, c. 46. exceeding' the quantity allowed to be sold to settlers, may be sold 

upon the same terms as are prescribed in the preceding sections, if, 
. in' the judgment of the land agent, such lots or sections are not valu
able for the lumber growth, but are found to be better adapted for 
settlement than for other purposes. 

SEC. 32. Any lawful holder of the land agent's certificate, given Land certifi
cate, powers 

h
graldnted tfo under the provisions of section twenty-five, of a lot of land purchased 

o ers 0 • 

1863,c.172,§1. of the state, may. commence and maintain in his own name, any action 
l'elating to the same, against any party except the state or any per
son claiming imder the state, by a subsequent title, the same as if he 

Settlers on held a deed conveying to him the state's title in the land described in 
~~~~dl~~dc~t the certificate at the date thereof. 
timber &c. 
forcert:iin' SEC. 33. The actual settler who has purchased land of the state 
i:Sl,~~etSl,§ 1. under the provisions of section twenty-five, may cut thereon any tim-
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ber or lumber he needs 'for builcling and fencing thereon, aner any CHAP. 5. 
cedar, for the immediate support of himself· and family . 

. SEC. 34. The land agent is prohibited from issuing any permit for Lhni~ation of 

th . . bIb h' I d t t perDllts on set-e cutting of tim er or um er, upon any towns IpS or an se apar tling lands. 

for settlement, except upon lots in his own opinion not suitable there- ~8:.8, c. 181, 

for, and all such permits no~ authorized by law, are revoked. 
SEC. 35. Whoever purchases a lot of wild land of the state not Settler's lot to 

, the vlllne of 
exceecling one hundred and sixty acres, and complies with the condi- 81,000, exempt 
. f h h ld' 'th h . th fr from attach-tion 0 purc ase; may 0 It WI t e lffiprovements ereon, 'ee ment. 

fr U hm tIl ti hil h .. tual R. s. c. 5, ~ 29. om aLLac en anc evy on execu on, wee remams. m ac . 
· possession thereof. The value so exempted, shall not exceed one 
thousand dollars, to be set off to the owner in such portions of the lot 
as he directs, by the appraisers appointed to levy an execution, the 
same as real estate is set off and appraised on execution. 

SEC. 36. On the decease of such purchaser, such lot and the Descend to 
. hall d' d his' . his'd' children free lffiprovements s· escen to children, subject to WI ow S from dcbts of 
. h d d' deceasecl till ng t of ower, an shall not be liable to be sold for the payment of youngest is 

his debts, except in case his other property is not sufficient for the ~~ ~:~stf30. 
payment thereof; and, in that case, his children shall have the occu-
pancy and improvement thereof, subject to the widow's dower, until 

· the youngest surviving child attains the age of eighteen years. The 
remainder of the estate, after the life estate of the widow, and after 
the youngest surviving child attains said age, may be sold as other 
estates of deceased persons for the payment of such debts, as the 
other estate of the deceased is not sufficient to pay. If he dies with
out issue, such iot shall descend and be disposed of as any other 

. property. 
SEC. 37. No such purchaser, having a wife, shall convey his said Not to b~ con-

I t b d d un! hi -.:~ ., th' 1 1m' I d 't t b veyed mthout o y ee, ess s Wile Joms erem, ane ac ow e ges 1 0 e cousent of 

her ft· ee act and deed before a proper magistrate. rrr~: c. 5, § 31. 

'PERMITS TO CUT AND HAUL TIMBER .. 

SEC. 38. The land agent may grant permits to individuals, Land agent 

except as provided in section thirty-four, to cut and haul pine, spruce :i~.grantPer
and hard wood timber, upon any lands owned by the state; but not 1860, c. 183. 

to anyone individual or company with liberty to supply more than . 
two six-ox teams. 

SEC. 39. No permit shall be transferred by the person obtaining Permits not to 
't t £ th f' t £ li d d be trausferred. 1 ,excep or e purpose 0 securmg paymen or supp es a vance 1860, c. 183, 

for operations under it; and any transfer except for said purpose, l~empt to 
shall be void. . transfer, effect 

of. 
SEC •. 40. A minimum price per thousand feet, board measure, Minimum 

. shall be fixed by the land agent, having regard' to its value, location r~~~e·c. 183 

· and hauling distance; and when there are several applications for the § 3.' . ' 
- . b th lIt hall II h . th 'When compe· same tim er, e ane agen s . se t e same at auction, to e tition, sale at 
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CHAP. 5. highest bidder, first giving at least thh,ty clays public notice of the 
auction. No
tice. 
Bond to be 
given for 
stumpage. 
1860, c. 183, 
§4. 
47 Me. 18. 

Timber held 
for payment. 
1860, c. 183, 
§ 5. 
Advance pay
ment. 
1860, c. 183, 
§ 6. 

time and place of sale. 
SEC. 41. .All persons obtaining permits as aforesaid, shall be 

required to give a bond to the land agent, With satisfactory sureties 
for the payment of the stumpage and the pmformance of all the con
ditions of the permit. 

SEC. 42. .All timber cut uncleI' permits, shall be the' property of 
the state until the stumpage is paid in full. 

SEC. 43. On each team to be employed under permits, there 
shall be paid in advance, to the land agent,:fifty dollars, which shall 
be the property of the state,if such permits are not improved; other~ 

wise it shall be allowed in payment of the stumpage. 
S~eyors, ap- SEC. 44. The surveyors or scalers shall be appointed by the land 
~~~~eatciuty agent, and duly sworn; they shall scale all timber cut under permits, 
~~60, c. 183, superintend the cutting of the same, and make return to the land 
§ T· agent, of the number and quality of the logs cut, whether hauled or 

not, and the number of feet board measure, and shall see that the 
timber be cut clean, and without strip or waste. . ' . 

SALE OF mmER LA},TDS. 

Timber lands SEC. 45. Timbei' lands may be sold for the purpose of settlement, 
fu~;=~d and any purchaser may pay the full value thereof at the time of sale 
purposes. and have a deed containing a condition for the performance of settling 
1859, c. 119, 
§ 1. duties according to the provisions .of section twenty-six; and he and 

C di
· f his grantees, may convey their title thereto, if they comply with such 

ou tlOn 0\ • • •••• 
deecd. - conditions. If the consIderation IS not so paId, a fourth part thereof 

shall be paid in two years ft'om the date of the deed, and the :r:emain-
del' in equal payments in one, two and three yeaI's from the :first pay
ment, with interest. 

Townships of SEC. 46. The lancl agent under the direction of the board for the 
timbered land 
for sale to be management of the public lands shall annually, in the month of Feb-
~~brtsh;d~nd mary set apart for sale ilot exceeding ten townships of lands not 
~85~;~: flUi: suitable for settlement, and record them in a book to be kept for that 

purpose in the land office, and cause a list of them to be published in 
the state paper six months successively before the clay of sale. The 

Mode of sale. • tracts so set apart may be offered for sale in townships, or parts of 
townships" as will be most for the interest of the state. Three months 
at least before the day of sale, he shall :fix a minimum price on each 
trfLct or parcel, and enter it in said book, and cause the list, with such 
minimum price, to be published in one paper in each county in the 
state u;. which a paper is published, once a week at least, for three 
months successively before the day of sale. The sale shal). be on the 
first day of September, at the land office in Bangor, by sealed propo
sals,which may be received at any time after the list, with the mini
mum price is published. No proposals shall be received unless ten 
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per cent. of the minllnum price is therewith paid into the land office. CHAP. 5. 
AIl proposals shall be numbered and entered in a book in the order in 
which they are received; and filed in the land office, an~ none shall 
be received after the hour of twelve, noon, on the day of sale, nor 
unless entered in said book. . No proposal so entered and filed, shall 
ever be withdrawn from the office. Immediately after twelve, noon, 
of the day of sale, the proposals so entered shall be publicly opened 
by the land agent, and declared in the order in which they are enter-
ed and numbered. The person making the highest bid above the 
minimum price shall be declared the purchaser, and on payment of ~~:~t~f 
one-third of the purchase money in cash, including the ten pel' cent. . 
of the minimum price deposited, the land agent shall make out and 

. deliver to him a conditional deed, in the usual form of state deeds, of 
the tract by him purchased, taking for the remainder of the purchase 
money three promissory notes for equal sums, payable annually in 
one, two, and three years, with interest, and· a bond with sufficient 
surety for the payment of a fair stumpage of all timber to be cut 
thereon, to be applied to the payment of the notes. If any person Purchaser to 

So declared a purchaser does not within two hours thereafter pavor comI!l:r with 
" , condition of 

give satisfactory security fot the payment of the cash payment so s.ale mth~n 

required, the land agent shall offer it to the next highest biddm' in the two hour,. 

list of proposals, on his bid or offer, on the same terms and condi- In neglect 

tions, and so on until some such biddei' complies with the conditions i~;Ie~~fth!h~ 
of the sale. The person so declared the purchaser· and neglecting posit of ten , p&cent. 
or refusing for twenty days to comply with the conditions.of the sale, 
shall forfeit the ten per cent. of the minimum price by him deposited. B!ds may be 

The sum deposited by any other bidder, who does not become a pur- fl;r~~ae~ be

chaser, may be withdrawn by him at any time after the bids are 
declared and recorded. A list shall be made of the lands so offered List of lands not tal,en to 
and not taken by any bidder, in a book to be kept for that purpose, be made, and 

• such lands sold . 
and they may, at any time thereafter, be sold by the land agent at atpriYate sale. 

private sale for a price not less than the minimum price, the terms 
and conditioris of the sale, and security for the payment of the 
stumpage, being the same as in case of a public sale. 

SEC. 47. The land agent may sell at public or private sale, for Land agent 

h · h "d . d £ h' h may sell tracts suc prICe as e conSl ers faIr an or t e mterest of testate, all !n towns or on 

tracts of limd owned by the state on islands or in incorporated towns. ll:s.~~" 5, § 33. 

SEC. 48. The land agent shall report to the governor and council Land agent to 

once in three months and oftener if reCluired a p3J.·ticular account of report to gOY-, , eroor and 
all doings in his office, and the names of his agents; and ·they are conncil. 

hereby authorized to audit and settle his accounts at the close of each ~g~~O[o ~~t~ 
ye3J.· prior to the annual session of the legislature, and at such other ~: l:~~t~nt. 
times as may be designated. R. s. c. 5.134. 

SEC. 49. He shall, in his reports, particul3J.·ly describe all the 
lands which have been surveyed for sale and settlement, and exhibit 
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CHAP. 5. plans of them with the field notes of the surveyor; and when any 
Form and con- land has been sold, he shall describe it, and report the sum received 
tents of his re- h h· f th h· d h . . h port. t erefor, t e names 0 e purc asers, an t ell' sureties, t e names 
R. S. c. 5, § 35. of the trespassers, the amount of the timber cut, and the place where 

cut, whether on settling or timber land, and the sum received per 
thousand feet, where he has settled with trespassers; and the sums 
he receives, from time to time, on the demands due, or which may 
become due; distinguishing the sums paid for principal and interest, 
and the names of the persons from whom received, and all other 
particulars required by the governor and council; and also an abstract 
of all notes, bonds, obligations, and other securities, With the names 
of debtors and sureties and the collateral security, taken to insure 

Money to be payment. 
paid on WfiI- S 50 Th b'd f h . b' f rant. EC.. e money to e pat out 0 t e treasury y VITtne 0 

k
Land agent to this chapter shall be paid by a warrant from the governor and coun

eep notes. 
Schedule re- cil, as in other cases; and all notes taken by the land agent, on 
=~d to treas- account of the state, shall be safely kept by him, and he shall annu
R. S. c. 5, §36. ally make out a schedule of said notes, and also quarterly trial 

bala'nces, and balance sheets of the l~d office ledger, and return 
., them to the state treasurer, who shall enter them in a book kept for 

Land agent's that purpose. 
annuol report.. S 51 H h-11 th d R. S. c. 5, §37. EC. • e s iill., on e first ay of December, except when 
1859, c. 70. that day falls on Sunday, and then on the folloWing day, make his 

annual report to the governor and council, including a written state
ment of the number of suits instituted on notes given for lands sold, 
and for timber and grass cut by trespassers, or otherwise, and the 
amount of costs in each of said suits, for the year preceding. 
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