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90 _- " ELECTIONS. ' [TITLE T.

CH_AP 4. tion had been taken by the assessors chosen by said town or

plantation.
Such, assessors ~ Sme. 60, The assessors appomted under the precedmflr sectmn,
to be paid by
the connty - shall be paid from the county treasury a reasomable compensation
ooamISSIOn® - for their services, to be determined by the county commissioners, and
%g% 221112? T- any sum so paid shall be added. to the county tax apportioned to
§ 15. such town or plantation, and shall be collected and paid into the
treasury in the same manner as county taxes are.
E}é‘;%lfgggr_ Sec. 61. Plantations organized upon the application of three or
ganized. more inhabitants thereof, may at any time be reoruamzed under the

1870, c. 121,
§16. provisions of this chapter.

Note.—For provisions relating to elections in plzmtahoms, See c. 4, § 73 to 7.
-Schools, ¢. 11, §% 3, 66, 67, 68. HJfrhwuys c. 18, §§ 30, 78.

" CHAPTER 4.
ELECTIONS.
Lists oF VOTERS.

SEC. 1. Assessors to malie lists of voters where the selectmen dre not assessors.
Seleetmen to prepare corrected lists by the eleventh of Angust, annuaily,
Special meetings to correct thelists. Notice to be given.

Lists to be deposited with town clerk and posted by the twentieth of Angust.

- Names not to be added or stricken out, except as provided. Names may be

added at regular session on evidence.
6. Duties of selectmen respecting papers of naturalization.
7,8,9. When selectmen shall meet to correct lists.
10." Notice of such meetings to be given in warrant for calling town meetings.
11, Lists of electors of town officers to be made by twentieth of Febrmary,

o w10

annually.
12, Selectmen to be in session to correct lists.

13, Check list of voters to be kept for choice of town officers by the clerk or
moderator.

14. Penalty if clerk or moderator neglect or refuse to use check list.
15. These provisions applicable to cities.

16. ~List of votersresident in wards, to be posted in cities having more than one
thousand voters, and list of voters removing from one ward to another.

NoTIFYING MEETINGS, PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS, AND RETURXNS.

17. Meetings for general elections, how called.

18. When such meeting shall be opened.

19, Officers presiding empowered as moderators.

20, hen selectmen pro tempore may be chosen. : : .
21. 'Who shall preside at such choice.

22, Dauties and powers of selectmen pro tempore.

93. What votes shall be offered on one list. '




TITLE 1] " ELECTIONS.

94, Citizens set off from one town to another, how and where allowed to vote.
95. Check list required, rules prescribed, and one ballot box only allowed. ,
96. Check lists to be preserved by clerks of towns, and to furnish certified copies

97. Ballot boxes, how constructed and used. Votes, how received and duties of

officers, and penalties in certain cases.
98. " Penalty for not using cheel list dnd proper ballot boxes.
99, Votes to be on white paper withont marks.
" 80. When no choice for representative is effected, meeting to be adjourned one
weel, and from week to weel. :
31. DMeetings for choice of certain officers and for determining gnestions snbmitted
to the people.
32. How the result of ballotings shall be ascertained.
33. Clerk to transmit retnmrns of votes to secretary of state.
84. If the refurn is not received, secretary to notify county attorney. H_IS dnty.
83. New certificates to be returned in case of loss..
36. How such certificates are to be anthenticated.
'87. How to be sealed and returned. '
-88, Of filling vacancies in totwns not classed, for representatives.

ELecTIONS IN CITIES.

39. Electms in cities to meet in wards. Warden to preside.

Warden pro tempore may be chosen.

Regulations for voters on islands in Portland.

Proceedings at their meetings. How their votes shall be returned

TWhen representatives may be voted for on separate ticket in cities.

When no choice of representative, new meetings to be called within two
weeks.. Vacancy to be filled. )

45, When aldermen shall be in session to.correct lists of voters.

-46. Three aldermen to be a quornm. Notice of sessions to be given in warrant.

Polls to be closed at fonr o’clock.

‘?‘2?3!3!&{‘5

REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS.

47, 48, If mo choice is effected or vacancy happens; what farther proceedings.
49. Of notice in contested elections, and depositions.in snch cases.
50.. Voters residing in umncorporated places may vote in adjacent town on certain
~ conditions.

PENAL PROVISIONS AND REGULATIONS.-AFFECTING PURITY OF ELECTIONS.

51. General provisions in case of willful neglect or misconduct of selectmen and
certain other officers.

592, Penalty for willful neglect of municipal officers to issue warrants. How re-
covered.

53, Penalty for willful neglect of warning officers.  To be recovered by indictment.

54, Penalty for willful neglect of proper officers to deposit with clerk and post up
lists of voters. ' o

55, Penalty for willful neglect of selectmen to keep and nse check list or to reject
illegal votes. ‘

56. Penalties in two foregoing sections, how recoverable.

‘. 57. Penalty for municipal oﬁicer striking from the list the name of any voter

without notice. How Fecov rerediz s

58, Penalty for altering, erflsmu' or mutﬂab.nﬂ' any name on hst or ﬁ'andulenﬂy
voting in the name of nnother. :

91

_Cmar. 4.
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ELECTIONS. " [TITLE. I.

Penalty for neglect to supply lost refmrm.

Penalty for making false certificates in snch cases.’

Pelmltjr for neglect in persons entrusted with returns. '

County attorney’s dnty when notified of fmlnre of any refurn.
Liability of town officers modified,

Punishment for misconduct of any person at elections.

Torfeiture by military officers parading their men on days of election..
Penalties of the two preccding sections, how recovered.

Punishment for bribery and corrnption at elections. -

. Punishment for electors voting where they have no legal right:

Betting on elections prohibited and punished.

Mayor or treasurer to sue for penalty. ‘

Any party who has paid soch bet may recover it back. - .

Conveyances of real estate for such purposes void. Value of such estate may
be recovered by the town. -

PLANTATIONS.

Check list to be prepared, posted up and corrected.

Meeting to be held on second Monday of September. How called.

Votes, how received. List of persons voted for, and list of voters, and of per-
sons actually voting, to be returned to secretary of state. )

Votes so thrown to be received and allowed in elections same as votes thrown
in towns. ’

If it do not appear by the returns that the plamtahon has been duly organized

" and the provisions of scetion 75 have been complicd with, the votes of the™

plantation shall be rejected.. The secretary of state to furnish blanks.

Cuoice oF ELECTORS OF PILESIDENT AND VicE PRESIDE\T

'Electors of president and vice president. How mzmy shall he chosen; i\Ieet-

ings for their choice, when and how called. ATl the names to be on one
ballot. ) v ‘

Proceedjhgs at the meeting. Votes how returned. Secretary of state to send
messenger for each return not received. Governor and council to examine
and count the votes. Secretary of state to notify persons elected.

Expense of sending for retu.rns to be paid by state zmd added to state tax of
delinquent towns.

When no choice. of a majority of electors is made, governor to assemble
legislature.

Meeting of the elcctors. Vacancies how filled.

Proceedings at such meeting. o

Compensation of electors. '

Secretary to furnish blanks.

Duty of town officers. )

Soldiers allowed to vote for president and vice president.

Tlections, how condncted.

Certain officers, where allowed to vote,

Supervisors, ba]lot box, qualification of voters.

Voters challenged, to bé put under oath, Poll list to be kept.

Names of voters to be checked. _Vote, how declared and retarned. ’

May vote for governor, senators, representatwes, county officers and represen-
tatives to congress.
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. SEc. 94. Election, how held and conducted. Caar. 4.
95. Secretary of state to prepare blank poll lists, -
96. Governor and council authorized to correct errors and frands in returns of

votes of soldiers. '

LISTS OF VOTERS.

Sec. 1. In every town, where the selectmen are not the asses- Assessors to
sors, the assessors on or before the first day of August]in each year, Ptbrs an dor
shall prepare & list of the persons they judge to be constitutionally liver to the se-
qualified to vote therein in the election of governor, senators, and ®-5- ¢4 $1.
representatives, and deliver it to the selectmen for their information.

Sec. 2. The selectmen of every town, on or before the eleventh Selectmen to
day of August in each year, shall prepare a corrected list of persons Footed List.
qualified as aforesaid. R.S.c.4, 42

Sec. 8. In every town, having by the census of the United Meetings of
States, then last taken, more than three thousand inhabitants, the i‘éﬁ‘;‘ﬁ‘?{éﬁf
selectmen shall be in open session to receive evidence of the qualifi- ?&f}f‘;‘nﬁmgg.
cations of persons claiming the right to vote in any such election, &5 ¢4 §3.
and for correcting said list, for a reasonable time, on not exceeding
two daya, between the eleventh and eighteenth days of August in
each year, giving previous notice of the time and place of each ses-
gion, as their town meetings are notified. '

Skc. 4. On or before the twentieth day of August annually, the Tiststo be de-
selectmen shall deposit in the office of the town clerk, an alphabeti- l,jfgilﬁ‘fn‘gl;’;st_

cal list of voters thus prepared and revised, and post up a similar B s §4

list in one or more public places in the town. : See §§ 54, 63,
Skc. 5., After such lists are thus prepared, dep051ted with the Names not to
be added or

clerk, and posted up, the selectmen shall not add thereto, nor strike gqieren out
therefrom, the name of any person, except in open session on one of f;“fgpt as pro-
the days prescribed by law for receiving evidence of the qualifica- & § st 35
tions of voters; nor shall they strike from said list the name of any

person residing in the town, without notice first given to him that his’

right to vote is questioned, and an opportunity for a hearing on one -

of such days. But at any regular session for receiving such Names may be
evidence, the selectmen shall place on the list of voters, the name of i‘fffé;f,&: ey
every person known by, or proved to them to be so qualified, whether €7dence-

he applies therefor or not.

Sec. 6. When a person of foreign bu-th exhibits papers of natu- gelectmen, du-
ralization, issued to him in due form by ‘a court having jurisdiction, hes respecting
to the selectmen of his town, if satisfied of their genuineness, and “rﬂhzgﬂ°ﬂ§ 6.
that such person is entitled to vote, they shall approve such papers b

by a written end01sement theleon, with the date thereof, signed by
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Crap, 4.
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one of them ; register in a book kept for that,’purp'ose the name of

- the person, the date of the papers, the date of approval, and the

No names

shall be enter-

ed on the lists
of votcrs in
towns having
one thousand
or more regis-
tered voters,
except on the
three secular
days preceding
the election.
1861,.¢. 50, § 1.
Same subject.
R.S8.c.4,§8.

Same subject.
S.e.4,§9

Notice of such
meetings, -
R.S. c. 4 § 10,
3 Me. 300

Lists of elec- -
tors of town.
officers,
R.S.c.4,§11.
See §§ 04 63.
-3 Me. 290.

BMeetings to
correct Tists,
Time and man-
ner of holding
such meetm%
" 1867, c.84, §1"

name of the court by which they were issued; cause the name of
such person to be entered on the list of voters; and continue his
name on the successive lists so long as he continues to reside there
and is in other respects qualified to vote. If they are of opinion,
that such papers are not genuine, or were not issued to the person
presenting them, or that he is not for other cause a legal voter, they
shall not approve them or perform the other acts requred but he
shall not, by their refusal to approve his papers, or to enter his name,
be deprlved of his rlght to vote, upon satisfactory proof of it.

Sec. 7. In all towns having oné thousand or more refrlstered
voters, the municipal officers thereof shall receive applications of -
persons claiming a right to vote, on the three secular days next pre-
ceding the day of election, and no application shall be received after
the hour of five of the clock, afterncon, on the secular day mext
preceding said day of election; and no name shall be added to the
list of voters on the day of election by certificate or otherwise.

Sec. 8. In every town containing more than five hundred and
less than one thousand voters, the selectmen shall be in open session
on one or more secular days next preceding such election, for the
purpose aforesaid.

Sec. 9. In every town containing less than five hundred legal

" voters, the selectmen shall be in session on the day of any such elec-

tion to receive and decide on such applications, at some convenient
place, for so long a time immediately preceding the opening of the
polls, as they think necéssary, and shall hear and determine any such
application at any time before the polls are closed. :
Sme. 10. The selectmen shall order notice of the time and place
of all their sessions, required or authorized in the three preceding
sections, to be given in the warrant for calling the town meetings.
SEc. 11. The selectmen shall make out a correct and alpliabeti-

-cal list of the inhabitants in their towns qualified to vote in the

choice of town officers, and deposit it in the office of the town clerl,
and post up a copy thereof in one or more public places in such
town, on or before the twentieth day of February annually. ,
Smc. 12. They shall be in session at some convenient time and
place, by them notified in the warrant for calling the meeting in such
town, on the secular day next preceding the day of annual election
of town officers in the month of March, or on the morning of the day

~of election, to hear and decide upon the applications of persons

claiming to have their names entered upon said list; and such ses-
sion, when held on a secular day preceding the day. of election, shall
continue at least three hours, and when held on the day of election,
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shall continue until the election of town officers required by law to  Cmae. 4
be elected by ballot, shall have been completed.
Sgc. 18. The town clerk shall have the list of voters provided Check list of

for by the eleventh and twelfth sections, at every town meeting held {g;,?}otf ehoice

for the choice of town officers required by law to be chosen by ballot, of fown off-
and it shall be kept and used as a check list at the polls by said clerk 1808 EAAES
or moderator at such meeting, in the same manmer, as is prescrlbed

for selectmen or assessors by section twenty-five; if it shall he

demanded by one-third of the voters present.

. Sec. 14. If the town clerk or moderator presiding at such meet- Penaity it
ing willfully neglects or refuses to comply with the requirements of gii‘}:,;’;;:{;ﬂts
the preceding section, he shall forfeit not less than fifty nor more ;’gagefc“sgs §2.
than one hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action of debt in the See §§ 28, 63.
name and for the use of the town where the offence is committed, to ‘
be commenced and prosecuted to final judgment by the treasurer at

the request of any legal voter in said town.

SEc. 15.  The aldermen and assessors of the 01t1es ‘'shall prepare These;1 g;%\g;_
lists of the qualified voters in the wards thereof for the elections of hle to cities.
governor, representatives to congress, and electors of president and sces§§ ﬁ Eﬁl 5
vice president, and for-the annual city elections, in the same manner
as selectmen and assessors are required to prepare them for towns,
the aldermen performing the duties of selectmen; and the qu'dens
shall be governed by said lists.

Skc. 16. In all cities having more than one thousand legal voters Lists ofvoters,
therein, it shall be the duty of the aldermen thereof to post up in Iesidents, tobe

postedm cities
some public place in each ward, a true printed or written list of the Raving more
legal voters resident in said ward, at least seven days previous to the ;’géilac "
day of any election. No quah.ﬁed elector who has removed his resi--
dence from one ward to another in any city, within the thirty days
next preceding any election, shall vote at such. election in the ward Voting in
to which he has removed, but his name may be placed on the check ‘uvl‘}l‘;‘elz reg-
list of the ward from which he has removed, and he may vote 1899 ¢ 105.

therein.

NOTIFYING MEETINGS, PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIOVS, AND RETU’RNS

Skc. 17. The selectmen of every town, by their erant shall S}a‘}lfgf ﬁggt
cause the inhabitants thereof, qualified according to the constitution, tlon of state
to be notified and warned seven days at least before the second Mon- & R Sed §14
day of September :mnua]ly, to meet at some suitable place designat-
ed in said warrant to give In their votes for governor, senators, and
representatives, as the constitution requires; and such meeting shall
be warned in the manner legally established for warning other town
meetings therein.

SEc. 18. No such meeting shall be opened before ten o’clock in Meeting when

the forenoon on the day of the election, unless the number of VO’GeleI{, S. cd 4.§15.




96

Crar. 4.
Polls in certain

towns to biﬂl
Lept MPen

1861 c. 40

Officers presid-
ing have pow-
ers of modera-

R. S. c. 4,§16.

Selectmen ab-
sent, others
may be cho-

sen. :
R.S.c. 4, §17.

Who sh:ﬂlpre—
R S c. 4,§18.

Duties and
powers of se-
lectmen, pro
tempore.
R.S.c.4,§19.

What votes

shall be on one-

list, . -
R. S. c. 4, § 20.
1863, c. 194,

AMay vote
where annex-.
ed, if within
the district to
which they
previously be-
longed.

1864, c. 249,
§1.
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in such town exceeds five hundred ; if it does, an earlier and suitable
time in the day may be appointed by the selectmen.  In all elections
for the choice of state officers and of electors of president and vice
president of the United States, in towns and plantations having more
thin five hundred and less than five thousand inhabitants, if the
time is not otherwise fixed by law, the polls shall be kept- open until
five o’clock in the afternocn and then be closed.

Sec. 19. The selectmen or other officers, authorized and required
by the constitution and laws to preside at any such meeting, shall
have all the powers of moderators of town meetings, as pronded in
chapter three; and they shall refuse the vote of any person not qual-
ified to vote.

- SEc. 20.  If a majority of the selectmen is absent from any such
meeting duly warned, or being present, neglect or refuse to act as
guch and to do all the duties required.of them, the voters at such
meeting may choose so many selectmen pro tempore, as are neces-
sary to constitute or to complete the number competent to do the
duties.

Src. .21. Durmg the choice of such selectmen pro tempore any
selectman present may act as moderator; if no selectmen ‘are pres-
ent, or if those present neglect or refuse to act as such, the town
clerk shall preside ; and the person so acting or presiding shall have
all the powers and discharge the duties of moderator.

Sec. 22. The selectmen pro tempore accepting the trust, shall
be sworn faithfully to discharge the duties of the said office, so far
as relates to such meeting and election; and in making a record and
return of the votes, as the constitution- or laws require, and in all
matters incidental to the trust shall have the powers of permanent
selectmen, and be subject to the same duties and liabilities.

Sme. 23. At -every meeting for the choice of governor, senators,
representatives, and other public officers requiring the like qualifica-
tions in the electors, the selectmen or other officer presiding shall
require the electors to give in their votes for the officer or officers to
be chosen, on one list or ballot, or so many of such officers, as the
voter determines to vote for; designating the mtended office of each
person voted for. '

Sec. 24, In all cases Where any portion of territory has been or
may be set off from one town and annexed to another, the inhah-
itants of the territory so set off, otherwise qualified, may vote for rep-
resentative to congress, senators or representative to the state legis-
lature, in the town to which they are annexed, if said town is within
the limits of the congressional, senatorial or -representative district,
as the case may be, to which they previously belonged. And if the
town to which they are annexed lies in a congressional, senatorial, or
representative district other than the one to which they previously
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belonged, such inhabitants shall have the right to vote for representa- Cmap. 4.
tive to:congress, senators or representative to the state legislature, as If not, then in
the case may be, in the town from which they were set off, until the Erlhetle set off
next congressional, senatorial or representative apportionment shall from.
have been made. e

Sec. 25. The selectmen or other officers presiding at™ any elec- Selaﬁfgeléfﬁ
tion shall keep and use the check list herein required at the polls
during the election of any such officers, and have and use suitable Rales prescrib-
‘ballot boxes to he furnished at the expense of the town, and no votes lgﬁn
shall be received unless delivered by the voter in' person, nor until L
the presiding officer or officers have had opportunity to be satisfied
of his identity and shall find his name on the list and mark it and
.ascertain that his vote is single, nor shall-more than one baJlot hox 0118 bﬂuc"ggdok
be used for receiving votes at any election at any one time. Ty ovel

. BErc. 26. The clerks of towns shall preserve the check lists used Ghecls Tists to
at the September elections, for one year thereafter without alteration, by elerks of

and shall furnish to any person an exact and certified copy thereof B s
within twenty days after demand and the payment or tender of the fgﬁic’l’clefgg § -
legal cha,rges thelef01 under the penalty provided in section fifty- 1 See § 15.

one.

Src. 27.° The ballot boxes used at electlons, shall be covered at Ballot boxes
how construct-

the top with only a slide opening, and such slide shall not be opened ed and used.
till the name of the person 0ﬁ'ermrr his vote, is found and checked on 3204 0. 288, §

the list, and then shall be shut until another voter presents himself, Yotes how.

" and his name is found and checked, and if the presiding officer or

officers do not comply with these requirements, they shall be subJect Officers, anties

to the penalties provided in “the preced.mg section.
SDG 28. Any penalty provided for in this chapter, if the treas- Penalties in

certain cases.
urer refuses or neglects for ten days, after written request of any 1864 c. 233, §
voter to commence a suit therefor, may be recovered by said voter in 1369 c. 45,81
a suit in his own' name, to the same uses as if recovered by said

t1easurer

SEc. 29. No ballot shall be received at any election of state or Votes {:?11?51 on
town officers, unless in writing or printing upon clean white paper mmfsut
without any distinguishing mark or figures thereon, besides the name R.S. c. 4,§ 22.
of the person voted for, and the offices to be filled, but no vote shall §£eﬁ§ Oé’ 363

be reJected on this account after it is received into the ballot box.
- SEc. 30. When at a town meeting held for the election of repre- When no

choice of rep-
sentatives to the state legislature, in a town not classed with other resentative 15

towns as a representative district, by reason of two or more persons fffifguﬁﬁi
having an equal number of votes, a choice is not effected of any or all Qé’;feﬁlg‘éfom
the representatives to which the town is entitled, the meeting shall be WCGSL go;v%e};a ’
adjourned to the same day of the week following, and to the same
- hour and place ab which the first meeting was called; and at such

7

c. 180, §
See §§ 55, 63.
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CHap. 4.

Meetings for
choice of cer-'
tain officers,
and determin-

" ing certain
questlons
R. S.c. 4, §24.

Result of bal-
loting, how
ascertained.
R. S.c. 4, §25.

~

[See Amend-
ment of Con-
stitution, Arts.
T &Ix] -
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adjourned meeting, the voters shall give in their votes for so many
representatives as are necessary to make up the number to which said
town is entitled; and like adjournments shall be had until the full
number is elected.’

Sre. 81.  All town meetings, required to be held for the election
of county treasurer, of register of deeds, or of representatives to °
congress, or of electors of p1es1dent and vice president of the United
States, or for the determination of questions expressly submitted to
the people by the legislature, as to calling, notlfymcr and conducting
them shall be subject to the regulations made in this chapte1 for the
election of governor, senators, and representatnres unless otherwise
provided by law.

Sec. 32. In order to determine the result of any electlon by bal-
lot, the number of persons who voted at such election, shall first be
ascertained by counting the whole number of separate ballots given
in, which' shall be distinctly stated, recorded, and returned. Blank
pieces of paper and votes for persons not eligible to the office shall
not be counted as votes, but the number of such blanks and the num-
ber and names on ballots for persons not eligible shall. be recorded and
return made thereof. In case of representatives to congress, and to
the state legislature, registers of deeds, county and state officers,
except where a different rule is prescribed in the constitution, the per-
son or persons, not exceeding the number to be voted for at any one
time for any such office, having the highest number of votes given at
such election shall be declared to be elected. ~If by reason of two or -
more of the persons having the highest number of votes, receiving an
equal number, the election of the requisite number of officers cannot
be declared, without declaring more than the requisite number elected,
no one of those having an equal number of votes shall be declared to

"be elected. In all other cases no person shall be deemed or declared

Clezk to trans-
mit returns of
votes-to secre-
tary of state.

R s 4, § 26.

to beelected, who has not received a majority of the whole number
of votes counted as aforesaid; and if a ‘number greater than i is re-
quired tobe chosen receive a majority of. the whole number of votes so

'glven, the number so required, of those who have the greatest. excess

in votes over such majority, shall be declared to be elected. If the
number to be elected cannot be so completed by reason of any two or
more of such persons having received an equal number of votes, the
persons having such equal numbers shall be declared not elected.

Sec. 33. The clerk of each town shall deliver or cause to be
delivered at the office of the secretary of state, the returns of votes
given in his town, for governor, senators, representatives to the legis-
lature, representatives. to congress, electors of president and vice
president of the United States, and for county officers, within thirty
days next succeeding any meeting for their election, or shall deposit
them, post paid, in some post oﬂ‘ice, directed to the secretary of state,
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within fourteen days after such meeting, to be transmitted by mail; Cmap. 4.
and shall also forward, as soon as practicable, to such office a state-

ment attested by him of the number of votes for said several officers,

given at such election in his town, which shall be opened and filed by

the secretary, and kept for the examination of the public.

SEc. 34, If any such return is not received by the secretary of County attor-
state within thirty days next after such meeting, he: shall forthwith E%Zdtff"r‘;;‘in
notify the county attorney of the county n which such town is situ- 11;;;05;5;?“'6‘1-
ated, who shall give immediate notice thereof to the clerk of such B 5 ¢4 §2T.
town, and unless he receives satisfactory evidence, that said clerk has
complied with the requirements of the preceding section, he shall
prosecute for the penalty hereinafter provided.

Sec. 85. When any such original return is in any way lost or Toss of re-
destroyed, the selectmen and elerk of such town, on receiving informa- 2;‘;’;3125’ W
tion of such loss or destruction, shall forthwith cause a copy of the & §§°394 6§3‘7§"
record of the meeting, at which such vote was given, to he made
with their certificate upon the same sheet, that it is a true copy of the
record, that it truly exhibits the names of all persons voted for for the
offices designated, and the number of votes given for each at such
meeting, and that said copy contains all the facts stated in the
original return.

Snc 86. The selectmen and town clerk, who were present at the Oath tove

made to copy
meeting and swned the original return, shall sign the certificate’ men- of record.

tioned in the preceding section, designating their office against their g, 3ee §§c ’5% 5(;;9
names as in the original return, and make oath that said copy and **
certificate are true, before some justice of the peace of the county,
who shall make certificate of such oath on the same paper:

Szc. 37.. Such copy and certificates shall then be sealed up, and Certificates
directed to the secretary of state, with the nature of the contents 1oWsealedand

returne
written on the outside; and the clerk of such town shall cause the E: S;;}:j)‘ 3030
same to be delivered into the office of the secretary of state, as soon 3.
as may be.

Sec. 88. When the selectmen of any town, not classed with Vacancies
others as a representative district, by any means have knowledge ‘t’(?‘;"n‘;l};f,‘i i
that the seat of a-representative thereof has heen vacated by death, ciassed forrep-
resignation, or otherwise, they shall forthwith issue their warrant, giv- Rees§§c ﬁ 2‘31
ing at least seven days notice, for a.meeting of the electors of said
town to iill such vacancy; and at such meeting the like proceedings
shall be had, as at any meeting held on the second Monday in Sep-
tember for the like purpose.

ELECTIONS IN CITIES..

Sec. 39. For all the purposes mentioned in sections seventeen Eiectors in

and th.uty-one, the inhabitants of cities shall meet as the constitution. f,;“;’;;ﬁg;}’e“

requires, in ward meetings, to be notified and warned, as town meet- B- S ¢ 4,§83.
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ings for similar purposes are. -The warden shall preside; the clerk
shall make  such record as the constitution 1'equires; and the city

- constables shall preserve order.

Sec. 40. I the warden is absent from any such meetmcr or
refuses or neglects to preside, a warden pro tempore shall he chosen,
and during such choice the ward clerk shall preside; and the warden

‘pro tempore accepting the trust, shail be duly sworn, and have the

power and perform the duties of warden of such meeting; and be
hable to like penalties.

SEC. 41. The qualified electors of the ward composed of the
islands within the city of Portland, may meet as provided in the
thirty-ninth section, and also for the choice of city officers, on either
of said islands, which a majority of such electors designate at any
meeting legally held for the purpose.

SeC. 42. The warden thereof shall presule mmpartially at such

. meetings, receive the votes of all the qualified electors present, sort,

count, @and declare them in open meeting and in the presence of the
clerk, who shall make a list of the persons voted for with the number
of votes for each person against his name, and the offices respectively,
and in open ward meeting and in"the presence of the warden, shall
make a fair record thereof; a fair copy of this list shall he attested
by the warden and clerk, sealed up in open meeting, and delivered to
the clerk of ward number one in said Portland within eighteen hours
after closing the polls, and the votes thus thrown shall be deemed as
thrown in and belonging to the last mentioned ward.

Sec. 43. In voting for representatives to the state legislature in
the wards of a city, the names shall be on the same hallot with the
other officers, to be chosen at the meeting by voters of like qualifica-
tions, unless the hoard of aldermen in their warrant notifying the
meeting vequire a separate ballot or ballots, which they may do.

Seo. 44, When a choice of any such representative is not effect-
ed, the aldermen shall call new meetings of the wards for tlie purpose, -
to be held at the same time, within two weeks after any former meet-

ing; and the Tike proceedings shall be had at such meetings, as at the

first, until a choice is effected; and when the aldermen of any city
by any meaans have knowledge that the seat of a representative there-
in has been vacated by death, resignation, or otherwise, they shall call

‘meetings of the wards for' the purpose of filling such vacancy; and
like proceedings shall be had af such meetmus as at other meetings
for the election of representatives.

Skc. 45. In cities containing one thousand and more qualified
voters, the aldermen shall be in session on each of not less than three
secular days next preceding any day of election when a list of voters
is required, at some central and convenient place, to receive evidence
of the gualifications of voters whose names are not on the lists; and
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on satisfactory evidence produced at such session they shall enter the Cmap. 4.
name of the person qualified on the list for the proper ward.  And —
no application shall be received after the hour of five o’clock after-' No J:ﬁﬁso? '
noon, on the secular day next preceding said day of election, and no day of elec-
names shall be added to the Lists of voters on the day of election by 1861 ¢.50,§1.
certificate or otherwise. In cities containing a less number of voters,

the aldermen shall hold, prior to the day of election, the same num-

ber of sessions for receiving such evidence, as selectmen of towns

having a similar number of inhabitants are required to hold.’ Thost alite

- Bgc. 46. Tor the purposes of the preceding section, three alder- men fo] tobe a
men shall be a quorum. Notice of the times and places of all ses- & 8. o.4,§ 40.
sions, required by the preceding section, shall be glven in the warrant {%% ¢ 18, -

for calling the ward meetings. In all elections in cities, the polls Notice of ses-

sions to he

shall be open until four o’clock afternoon, and then be closed. given in war-
. rant.
REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS. : Polls to be

clo:ed at four

SEc. 47.  When the selectmen of the oldest town in a district are o’clock.
duly notlﬁed or otherwise satlsﬁed that at the last meeting of the vicancieshow
district for the election of a representative, no choice was effected, or B¢, ¢/,
that the seat of their representative has been vacated, they shall, as See$§3s, it
soon as may be, leaving a convenient time for calling meetings in the
several towns, appoint a day of election to fill such vacancy, and
notify the selectmen of the other towns accordingly.

Sec. 48.  The selectmen of the several towns shall call mee’cmgs Same cﬂingita

* upon the day appointed, and proceedings shall then be had, as requir-

ed by the' constitution and laws for the election of representatives on
the second Monday of September.

CONTESTED ELECTIONS

‘Smc. 49. When any person intends to contest, before the house Time of pre.
of representatives, the right of any person to his seat therein, he shall anttclm‘t’a of
ons in

present his petition to sald house wwithin five days after the orgamza;— Eoute:ted elec-
tion thereof, stating the grounds upon which he proposes to contest Ef"fzﬁfefeﬂl‘}ﬁ

the seat of the person claiming to hold the same. Depositions may fives-

1868, c. 149.
be taken in the manner authomzed by the provisions of chapter one Deposition,
to he fa-
hundred and seven in cases of contested senatorial elections. how to b
: . : cases.,
VOTERS IN UNINCORORATED PLACES AND ISLANDS. 1864, c. 236.

Sec. '50. .All qualified electors living on islands adjacent to the Electors on

main land along the coast of this state and within the jurisdiction 12133%5;’3&3’1

thereof, but not incorporated with any town, and all such electors 2 iehere

living in- other unorganized places in-this state may furnish lists of See coAlisttlzu-
their polls and estates to the assessors of any adjacent town, on or Part 2,§8.
before the first day of April annually, and said assessors shall assess i frooieh
state and county tazes upon all such persons, and they shall be col- &

lected in the same manner and by the same officers as if such electors Yhen to fur-
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Penalties, how

, ELECTIONS. , [TITLE I.
were inhabitants- of such town. - And such electors so plesen’(incf
 their polls and estates shall be allowed to vote in such town in all
elections for governor, senators, 1ep1esentat1ves and county officers.

PENAL PROVISIONS AND REGULATIONS AFEEC‘TING PURITY. OF ELEC-
TIO‘TS

Sec. 51. If any selectman, or other town, city, or plantatlon
officer, or any such officer chosen pro tempore, willfully neglects or
refuses to perform any of the duties required of him, or willfully
does, authorizes, or permits to be done, any thing prohibited by the
constitution or by the provisions of this chapter, he shall for each
offence, forfeit not less than fifty, nor move than five hundred dollars,
and be imprisoned in jail not more than nine, nor less than three
months, except where otherwise expressly provided in this chapter.

Sec. 52. If the aldermen of cities, selectmen of towns, or asses-
sors of plantations neglect to issue their warrant as required by law
for a meeting for the choice of state or county officers, representa-
tives to the legisla,tme, or to congress, or of electors of president and
vice president of the United States, they shall each forfeit fifty
dollars to their city, town, or plantation, to be recovered in action of
debt by the treasurer thereof, or by any citizen thereof When said
treasurer is a member of the de].mquent board. :

Sec. 563. If any constable or other person legally requued to
summon the voters of a city, town, or plantation to assemble at any
meeting for the choice of any officers mentioned in the preceding sec- -
tion, neglect to do so, or to make due return of the warrant therefor,
he shall forfeit twenfy-five dollars to his city, town, or plantation for
each offence, to be recovered as provided in the preceding section;

. but if he willfully neglects or refuses to do so, he shall forfeit not less

than fifty, nor more than two hundred dollars, half to the state and
half to the prosecutor, to be recovered by indictment.

SEc. 54. If the selectmen of a town or assessors of a plantation
willfully neglect to deposit a list of the voters with the town or plan-
tation clerk, and to post up such lists, as are hereinbefore required,
they shall each forfeit not less than fifty, nor more than one hundred
dollars; and for each day’s neglect after the twentieth day of Au-
~ gust, and until the election then next ensuing, they shall each forfeit
thirty dollars. .

SEc. 56, If such selectmen or assessors willfully neglect or
refuse to keep and use a check list, as provided in section twenty-five,
or willfully receive any vote prohibited by section twenty-nine, or will-
fully and frandulently receive the vote of any person not qualified to
be an elector, as provided by the constitution, they shall each forfeit
not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars. .

SEC. 56, The penalties in the two preceding sections may be
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recovered in an action of debt, in the name and to the use of the Cmar. 4.
town or plantation, where the offence.is committed, to be commenced lecover'lblg 53,
and prosecuted to final judgment at the request of any voter therein,

by the treasurer, unless he is one of the delinquent officers, and in

that case, by one of the constables.

SEe. 57. If any municipal officer strikes from the list of Votels Pfili;l'lllc?; for ..

- after- it is prepared and posted, the name ‘of any person residing cer striking
the town without the notice and opportunity for hearing provided in list without

section five, he shall forfeit not less than twenty, nor more than one notice. 4,854
hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action on the case by the per-
son whose name ‘was struck out.

Penalty for
- SEc. 68. If any person wrongfully alters, ‘erases, or mutilates Stoning,

a.ny name on a list of voters, or fraudulently votes in the name of erf[x!s&g: or mu-

‘another, or under an assumed name, he shall forfeit the sum named on check list,
and for v otmﬂ

in the preceding section, half to the use of the prosecutor, and half i, the name
' to the state, and be imprisoned not more than six months in jail. of g“gthfg 55.

Sec. 59.  If any selectman or other officer ‘of a - city, town, or Penaliy for
plantation, or any such officer chosen pro tempore, willfully neglects pfy”ll%?t roturh.
or refuses to perform the duties required by sections thirty-five, t]m'by— 8. ¢. 4,3 26.
six and thirty-seven, on notice of the loss and destruction of any
return therein described, he shall forfeit not less- than one hundred,
nor more than five hundred dollars..

SEc. 60. Any such selectman or other oﬂicer, permanent or pro Penalty for
tempore, who in such case makes a false certificate and makes oath to ey b
its truth, shall suffer the punishment provided against the crime of ™ S.c.4,83T.
perjury, and be disqualified from holding any office under the consti-
tution and laws of this state for ten years.

- Sgc. 61, If a person, to whom the returns of votes of any city, Peu{ﬂt{ for
neglect O. per-
town, or plantation, for governor, senators, or representatives in con- sonis to whom
turns are en-

gress, are entrusted by the clerk thereof to be forwarded to the office terated 16 o
of- the secretary of state, willfully neglects to use all proper means %‘_’%tgef§ 58,
for their delivery within the time required, he shall forfeit not less
than one hundred, nor more than five hundred dollars, or be impris-
oned in jail not less than two, nor more than six months. :

Sec. 62. Every county attorney, who receives from the secretary County attor-
of state a certificate that the refurn of the votes of any town, city, T e
or plantation in his county, for governor, senators, or representatives fn.hcslizence
in congress, has not been duly received at the secretary’s office, shall ﬁ“'sreé‘lfz 50,
immediately ascertain, so far as he can, by the default of what officer
or person such neglect happened, and demand of him, if he finds
such default willful or caused by culpable negligence, the sum thereby
forfeited ; and if it is not immediately p'ud he sha]l prosecute such
delinquent according to law.

Sec. 68. In no case, except as in sections fifty-two and fifty- Liability of

three, shall any officer of a city, town or plantation, incur. any pun- T cexs
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Cmap. 4. ishment or penalty, or be liable in damages by reason of his official

Reglectto be ~ acts or neglects; unless they are unreasonable, corrupt, or willfully
ecme

ful, unless con- Oppressive; but the neglect to prepare the list of voters; to deposit it
Euylc“f?é% in the town clerk’s office; to post it up, as required herein; to call

town, city, or plantation meeﬁngs for' elections; to cause returns of
votes, or copies thereof to be delivered into the office of the secretary
of 'state, as required by the constitution and laws; or to make the
records by law requned shall be deemed willful and umeasonable,
: . unless the contrary is shown.
Punishment - SEC. 64. At any meeting for the electlon of any public officer,

for misconduct
of electors,  Where a list of voters is necessary, if any person willfully votes before

?g%ﬁffﬁ? 61 the presiding officer has had opportunity to find his name on said list,

or knowing that it is not on it, or willfully gives any false answer or;
statement to the selectmen or other officers when previously preparing
such list, or presiding at such meeting, in order that his name may be .
entered on such list or his vote received; or casts more than one vote
at one balloting; or is disorderly at such meeting, he shall forfeit, for
each offence, not exceeding one hundred, nor less than ten dollars.

ggﬁzlgfogifcers SEc. 65. If any officer of the milifia parades his men, or exer-

for military cises any military command on a day of election of a public officer,
€5 O s . .

33;2 of dlec-  as described in section one hundred and two of chapter ten and not

pox . 1, §62. thereby excepted, or except in time of war or public danger, he shall

for each oﬁ'ence forfeit not less than ten, nor more than three hundred
dollars. -

* Penalties in Sec. 66. The penalhes, provided in the two precechnu secinons,
g‘e‘;%g]r:‘;f%dé?vm may be recovered by indictment, half to the use of the state, and half
R %‘.Wecr.eg,@ g3. to the use of the prosecutor. :
Punishment  * SEC. 67. If any person by bnbery, menace, willful falsehood, or
T orvery 28 other corrupt means, directly or indirectly attempts to influence any
RG9S ggq, Voter of this state in giving his vote or ballot, or to induce him to
: withhold it, or disturbs or hinders him in the free exercise of the right
of suffrage, at any election held under the provisions of the constitu-
tion or of this chapter, he shall be fined not more than five hundred
dollars, or imprisoned not less than one year, and be ineligible to any
office in this state for ten years. :

Punishment SEc. 68. If a person, at an election of state and county OF Muni-
f‘:,‘d;‘?“fﬁ‘;‘;éy cipal officers, or of electors of president and vice president, knowingly

ﬁ?“s‘fnct_“iegﬁo_ votes in any city; town, or plantation, where he has no legal right to

1870, ¢. 15,8 1. yote, he shall be punished by imprisonment in the county %ail not less
SR than three months, nor more than one year. '

-Bettingon - 8gc, 69.  No person shall make any bet or wager upon the result

eleetions pro-. . : 5 . . )

bibited and - of any election of persons to be voted for in this stateé for any office

punished. . . . .

Wager for- . OF place, in money or in any kind of property, real or personal, under

fee e penalty of forfeiting the money or property so bet or wagered, to the

M e 4, § 6, ©ity, town or plantation in which he resides, or if he does not reside
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in this state, then to the city, town or plantation in which the bet or Cmap. 4.
wager is made, to be recovered in an action on the case.

Skc. 70. The mayor of the city, or the treasurer of the town or Mayoror '
plantation entitled to such forfeiture shall forthwith proceed to sue for sfé‘ i%,’i%ef{i V
and recover it; as soon as they have proper evidence of such bettmg XN 4,567,
or Wagering.

SDG 71.- Any party to such bet or wager, who has paid over or Money paid

for bet or
conveyed to the winning party the money or property so bet or wager recover-

wagered, may recover it, or its value, in an action on the case.. ’f{’lg back. §68.

- SEc. T2, All conveyances, by deed or otherwise, of any interest Comvegances
in real estate, made by reason of any such bet or wager, are abso- poses void; . .
lutely void; the person making them, shall forfeit the full value of the Tame ft‘;‘ii;fed
interest so conveyed, to the city, town or plantation entitled to the B 5-¢ 460

forfeiture for such betting or wagering; to be recovered as aforesaid.

PLANTATIONS. : : ' List of voters
) L ; prepared,
Sgc. 78. The assessors of each plantation shall annually on or P ke and

before the eleventh day of August, prepare a list of such inhabitants gorgectec.

within its limits, as they judge to be constitutionally qualified to vote.

in the election of governor, senators and representatives to the legis-

lature ; deposit it in the office of the plantation clerk; and post it up

and correct it in the manner required in case of towns. o State officers,

" SEc. T4. They shall call a meeting of such voters, to be held on mectings to e

the second Monday of September annually, at some convenient and §'%4%% 4 ¢7s.

central place in the plantation, for the election of governor, senators,

and representatives in the state legislature, by a warrant in‘'due form

by them signed, in which the time, place, and purposes of the meeting

shall be set forth; and notice shall he given by posting up a copy

thereof in-one or more public places in the plantation’ at least seven

days before the day of meeting. - Similar notice shall be given of all

meetings for choice of representatives to the legislature, or to con-

gress, of any state and county officers, and of electors of president

and vice president. i7" Votes how re-
Src. T6.  Such assessors shall pre31de Jmpartla]ly at a]l such meet— FEe 4,§"5.

ings, receive the votes of all qualified voters present, sort, count, and

declare them in open plantation meeting and in presence of the clerk,

who shall form a list’ofthe persons voted for; with the number of

votes for each person written out in'words against his name, and make

a full record thereof in presence of the assessors and in open planta-

tion meeting. - The clerk shall make out fair copies of the list of

voters so posted up as corrected, and of the names of all voters on List of votes

said list who were actually present and voted at said election, which be returned to

shall be attested hy the assessors and the clerk in open- plantation e o

meeting, and he shall cause the record of said votes to be delivered, '

within" the time required by the constitution and the laws, to the

proper person appointed to receive them, and the copy of the List of

4,478,
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voters and of the names of the persons actually present, and voting:
at the election, to be transmitted to the sec1eta1'y of state with: the
record of votes aforesaid.

SEc. T6. The votes so thrown shall be recewed and allowed for-
electors of president and vice president of the United States, for
governor, senators, and representatives to the legislature, and to con-
gress, and for county oﬂicers, the same as votes thrown in any town
in said county. :

Sec. T7. If it does not appeam by the return of the list of voters
so posted up, and of the names of the voters on said list, who were
actually present and voted at such election, and by the return of its
organization duly signed and made to the office .of the secretary of
state within' the time required by law, that the plantation has heen
duly organized and that the provisions of section seventy-five have

~ been fully complied with, the votes of such plantation shall be reject-
“ed, and not counted for any of said officers. The secretary of state

Secretary of
state to furnisk
Bl

Electors of
president to be
chosen.
R.S8.c. 4,879,

Meetings for
their choice, .
when and how
called.

ATl names on
one ballot.

Votes how re-
ceived and re-

tarned.
R. 8. c. 4, §80.

shall furnish to the clerks of such plantamons smtable blanks for the
returns herein required. :

CHOICE OF ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT "AND VICE PRESIDENT.

Sec. 78. In each year, when the election of president and vice
president of the United States is to take place, there shall be chosen
from the inhabitants of this state, as many electors of pre51dent and
vice president as this state is then entitled to; and on Tuesday next
after the first Moniday in November of such year, the people of this
state qualified to vote for senators in its legislature, shall assemble in
town, plantation, city or ward meeting, to be notified, held, and regu-
lated as prescribed by the constitution and laws for the election of
such senators; and each voter shall bring in on a single ballot the
names of so many of said electors, as he determines to vote for. -

SEc. 79. The votes shall be sorted, counted, declared, and record-
ed; and the returns of the number of ballots, and of the votes given
for each elector, shall be made as the constitution and laws require
respecting the election of such senators, to the secretary of state on

. or before the second Thursday after such meeting; and on the third

. Governor and
council to
connt votes.

Secretary to
send for re-

S, -
Governor and
conucil shall
examine and
connt votes,
1864, c. 278,
§17.

Notice to per-
sons elected.
1864, c. 278, §8.

Thursday after such meeting, the governor and council shall be in
session, and open, examine, and count the returns of votes so made,
and the secretary of state shall forthwith send a messenger to. every
city and town from which a return has not been received at his office;
and the governor-and council shall again neet on the Thursday next
before the first Wednesday in December, and shall examine and count
all the votes received from the several cities, towns and plantations,
and also the votes of citizens in the military service returned into the
secretary’s office under the provisions of the law in that behalf; and
they shall forthwith send a certificate of his election to each elector
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who has received the greatest number of all the votes “returned to CHAP 4,
said office, not exceedmcr the number to be chosen.

 Sec. 80. The expense of each messenger sent as required in the The expense
of sending for

preceding section shall be audited and a]lowed by the governor and returns to be
* council, and paid out of the state treasury; and unless they think the gﬁﬁdﬁﬂli&ﬂ:g

officers of any delinquent town have fully performed their duties in ]Sltr‘ll&fléﬁ of de-
malking the required returns, the amount so paid shall be added to the fo
next state tax assessed on siich town; but if the same messenger 1s
sent to two or more towns in the same route, the amount to be paid by
each of them, shall be apportioned by the governor and ~council

according to their relative distances and the expense of traveling.

Sec. 81. If it appears on such exawmination; that there has not Whenno
choice of ma-

been a choice of a majority of the whole number of electors, the gov- jority of elec-
tors is made,

ernor, by proclamation, shall call the legislature together forthwith; governor to
and the legislature by joint ballot of the senators and representatives fssemble legis-
assembled in oné room shall choose as many electors, as are neces- B- 5.¢. 4,§82.

sary to complete the number to which this state is then entitled.-

Skc. 82. The electors so chosen shall convene in the senate Meeting of
chamber at Augusta, on Tuesday preceding the first Wednesday of clecfors.
December next after their election, at two of the clock in the after- vocapctes,
noon; and if any elector so chosen, by reason of death or for any %‘_"g_?egwa
‘other cause, is not present, the electors then present, by a majority of '
votes, shall forthwith elect the requisite number of persons smtably

‘qua,hﬁed fo supply such deficiency.’

Sec. 83. Said electms, on said first Wednesday of December, ;l‘heu proceed-
shall vote by ballot for one person for president, and one person for R.S.c. 4§84
vice president of the United States; one of whom, at least, shall not
be an inhabitant of this state; they shall name in their ballots the
- person voted for as president, and in distinct ballots the person voted
for as vice president; they shall make and subscribe three certificates
of all the votes by them given, each of which shall contain two dis-
tinct lists, one of the votes given for president, and the other of the
votes given for vice president; they shall seal them up and certify on
each certificate, that a list of votes of the State of Maine for presi-
dent and vice president of the United States is contained therein.

They or a majority of them shall, under their hands, appoint a person
to take charge of one of said certificates, and deliver it at the seat of
government of the United States, to the president of the senate of
the United States, before the first Wednesday of January then next;
they shall forthwith forward, by the post-office another of said certifi-
cates, directed to the president of the same senate, at the same seat
of government; and they shall forthwith cause the other certificate
to be delivered to the judge of the chstrlcb court of the United States
for the district of \Iame.

e. 4, §81.
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Smc. 84. '_[‘he electors shall receive such compensation: for theu'
travel and attendance as the members of the legislature.

Smc. 85. The secretary of state shall procure blank returns of
the proper form for such cities, towns, and plantations, and furnish
them to the several clerks thereof at least thirty days before the day
for the election of electors as aforesaid.

Sec. 86.  All laws in force in relation to the dufies of city, town, .
and plantation officers, and of voters in the election of governor, sen-
ators, and representatives to the legislature, and to the penalties
incurred for their violation, shall, as far as applicable, apply and be in
force in regard to the meetings to be held for the elechou of such
electo1s, and to the returns thereof to be made.

SOLDIERS AUTHORIZED TO VOTE

SEc. 87 All citizens of this state absent therefrom in the mili-
tary service of the United States or of this state, and not in the
regular army of the United States, shall be allowed to vote for
electors of president and vice president of the United States in all
elections of those officers.

Sec. 88. On the day of election a poll shall be. opened at every
place without this state where a regiment, battalion, battery, company,
or detachment of not less than twenty soldiers from the State of
Maine, may be found or stationed, and every citizen of said state, of
the age of twenty-one years, in such military service, shall be entitled
to-vote as aforesaid; and he shall be considered as voting in the city,
town, plantation and county in this state where he resided when he
entered the service. The vote shall be taken by regiments, when it
can conveniently be done; when not so convenient, any detachment
or part of a regiment not less than twenty in number, and any bat-
tery or part thereof, numbering twenty or more, shall be entitled to
vote wherever they may be. The three ranking officers of such reg-
iment, battalion, battery, company or part of either, as the case may
be, acting as such on the day of election, shall be supervisors of elec-
tions.  If no officers, then three non-commissioned officers according
to their seniority, shall be. such supervisors. If any officer or non-
commissioned officer shall neglect or refuse to-act, the next in rank
shall take his place. In case there are no officers or non-commis-
sioned officers present, or if they, or either of them, refuse to act, the
electors present, not less than twenty, may choose by written ballot
enough of their own number, not -exceeding three, to fill vacancies,
and the persons so chosen shall be supervisors. All supervisors
shall be first sworn to sapport the constitution of the United States
and of this state, and faithfully and impartially to perform the duties
of supervisors of elections. Rach is authorized to administer the
necessary oath to the others; and certificates thereof shall be
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annexed to the lsts of votes by them to be made and returned into CHAP. 4.
the office of the secretary of this state as hereinafter provided.

' The polls shall be opened and closed at such hours as the supervi-
sors, or a majority of them shall direct; provided however, that due Proviso.
notice and sufficient time -shall be given for all voters in the regi-

* ment, battalion, battery, detachment, company, or part of either, as-

the case may be, to vote.

-~ Bec. 89. Regimental and field officers shall he entitled to vote g;lbt:‘{% o
with their respective commands. When not in actual command, mn);\(:otgm
“such officers, and also all general and staff officers, and all surgeons, §3.

assistant surgeons, and chaplains, shall be entitled to vote at any

place where polls are opened.

Sec. 90. The supervisors of elections shall prepare a ballot-box Supervisors
prepare

or other suitable receptacle for the ballots. ~ Upon one side of every bgﬂftcbgégs
ballot shall be printed or written the name of the county and also of §4.
the city, town or plantation of this state in which is the residence of D ™
the person proposing to vote. Upon the other side shall he the

names of so many electors for president and vice president of the

- United States as such person may determine to vote for. And on“‘E];fe‘;tﬁon
-before receiving any vote, the supervisors, or a majority of them,

must be satisfied of the age and citizenship of the person claiming

to vote, and that he has in fact a residence in the cify, town or plan-

_ tation, and county which are plmted or ertten on the vote offered

. by him.

Sec. 91. If his right to vote is challenged, they may require I challenged,
him to make true answers, upon oath, to all interrogatories touching i“;g*nb;’n?ﬁ‘ t
his age, citizenship, residence, and 11ght to vote, and shall hear any 1564 ¢-278,35.
other evidence offered by him, or by those who challenge his right.

They shall keep correct poll-lists of the names of all persons allowed rsiﬂ keep cor-
to vote, and of their respective places of residence in this state, and S
also of the number of the regiment and company, or battery, to
which they belong; and the names of voters shall be entered on
such lists by counties; which lists shall be certified by them or a
majority of them to be correct, and that such residence is in accord-

 ance with the indorsement of the residence of each voter on his vote.

Sec. 92. They shall check the name of every person before he shan check
is allowed to vote, and the check-mark shall be plainly made against D2mesof vo-
* his name on the polllists. They shall sort, count and publicly 33 © 278,

declare the votes at the head of their respective commands on the gort, count

day of the election, unless prevented by the public enemy; and in 25d declare
that case, as soon thereafter as may he; and the same day of said
declaration, they shall form a list of the persons voted for, with the

number of votes for each person against his name, and shall sign and

seal up such list and cause the same, together with the poll-lists
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aforesaid, to be delivered into the office of the secretary of state
aforesaid on or before the Thursday next before the first Wednes-
day of December in each year when a presidential election shall’
occur. L

Sge. 93, All citizens of this state absent therefrom in the mili-
tary service of the United States or of this state, and not in the
regular army of the United States, being otherwise qualified elec-
tors, shall be allowed to vote for governor, senators and representa-
tives to the state legislature, county officers and representatives to
congress on. the day designated by law for the election of such
officers.  Each shall be considered as voting in the city, town, plan-
tation and representative district where he resided when he entered
said service. : ' ,

Sge. 94. The elections for this purpose shall be held and con-
ducted in the same manner and under the same regulations as those
provided for allowing citizens absent from this state in the military
service to vote for electors of president and vice president of the
TUnited States; and returns thereof shall be made in the same man-
ner to the office of the secretary of state. All such citizens shall
present but one ballot, upon which shall be printed the names of all
candidates voted for, and the offices which they are intended to fill,
and one poll list and one return of votes only shall be necessary.

Sgc. 95. The secretary of state shall seasonably prepare and
cause to be delivered to each regiment and battery without this state,
a sufficient number of .blank poll-lists, and forms for returns of votes
in conformity with the provisions hereof, and with the tenth article
of amendment of the constitution ; and said amendment of the con-
stitution and sections eighty-seven to ninety-six inclusive, of tais
chapter shall be printed in each poll list so delivered. '

SEc. 96. The governor and council are authorized and empow-
ered to correct errors and frauds, if any, in all returns of votes from
soldiers in the army for county officers. But no informality, merely,
shall authorize the rejecHon of such return, if it appears on its face,
or otherwise, that the provisions of the constitution, and of this
chapter, were in fact substantially complied with.
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