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ELECTIONS. [TITLE L 

CRAP. 4. tion had heEm taken by the assessors chosen by said town or 
plantation. 

Such. assessors SEC. 60. The assessors appointed under the prec"edingsection, 
to be paid by 
the county shall be paid from the county treasury a reasonable compensation 
commission- . 
ers. for their services, to be determined by the county commissioners, and 
18~2, c.113,§ 7. any sum so paid shall be added. to the county tax apportioned to 
1810, c.121, 
§ 15. such town or plantation, and shall be collected and paid into the 

Plantations 
maybe reor
ganized. 
1870, c. 121, 
§ 16. 

treasury in the same manner as county taxes are. 
SEC. 61. Plantations organized upon the application of three or 

more inhabitants thereof, may at any time he reorganized under the 
provisions of this chapter. 

NOTE.-For J1r~visions relatinl\' to elections in pl~ntations, See c. 4, §§ 73 to 77. 
-Schools, c. 11, §~ D, 66, 67, 68. Highways, c. 18, §§ 30, 18. . 

SEC. 1. 

2. 

3. 

CHAPTER 4. 
ELECTIONS. 

LISTS OP VOTERS. 

Assessors to make lists of Toters where the selectmen are not assessors. 

Selectmen to prepare corrected lists by the eleventh of Augnst, annually. 

Special meetings to correct the.lists. Notice to be given. 

4. Lists to be deposited with town clerk and posted by the twentieth of Augnst. 

5. - Names not to be added or stricken out, except as provided. Names may be 

added at regullir session on evidence. 

6. Duties of selectmen respecting papers of naturalization. 

7, 8, 9. When selectmen shall meet to correct lists. 
10. Notice of such meetings to be given in warrant for calling town meetings. 

11. Lists of electors of town officers to bo made by twentieth of February, 

annually. 

12. Selectmen to be in session to correct lists. 

13. Check list of Toters to bo kept for choice of town officers by the clerk or 
moderator. 

14. Penalty if clerk or moderator neglect or refuse to use check list. 
15. These provisions applicable to cities. 
16. List of voters resident in wardS, to tie posted in cities havblg more than one 

thonsand Toters, and list of voters l'emm·ing from one ward to another. 

NOTIFYING lliETINGS, PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS, .A.ND RETURNS. 

17. Meetings for general eleotions, how called. 

18. When such meeting shall be opened. 

19. Officers presiding empowered as moderators. 

20. When selectmen pro tempore may be chosen. 

21. Who shall. preside at such choice. 

22. Duties and powers of selectmen pro tempore. 

23. What yotes shall be offered on one list. 



TITLE 1.] ELECTIONS. 

2i. Citizens set Qff frQm one tQwn to. anQther; hQW and where allQwed to. VQte. CHAP. 4. 
25. Check list required, rules prescribed, and Qne ballQt bQX Qnly o,llQwed. , 

26. Check li<;ts to. be preserved by clerks Qf tQwns, and to. furnish certified cQpies' 

27. BallQt bQxes, hQW cQnstructed and used. VQtes, hQW received and duties Qf 

Qfficers, and penalties in certain cases. 

28. Penalty fQr nQt nsing cheek list and prQper ballQt bQxes. 

29. VQtes to. be Qn white paper withQnt marks. 
30. When no. chQice fQr representative is effected, meeting to. be adjQurned Qne 

week, and frQm week to. week. 
31. Meetings fQr chQice Qf certain Qfficers and fQr determining qnestiQns snbmitted 

to. the peQple •. 

32. HQW the result Qf ballQtings shall be ascertained. 

33. Clerk to. transmit retnrns Qf VQtes to. secretary Qf state. 

3i. If the return is nQt received, secretary to. nQtify CQunty attQrney. His dnty. 

35. New certificates to. be returned in case Qf lQss •. 

36. HQW snch certificates are to. be anthenticated. 

37. HQW to. be sealed and returned . 

. 38. Of filling vacancies in tQwns nQt classed, fQr representatives. 

ELECTIONS IN CITIES. 

39. ElectQrs in cities to. meet in wards. Warden to. preside. 

40. Warden pro. tempQre may be chQsen. 

41. RegnIatiQns fQr VQters Qn islands in pQrtland. 

42. PrQceedings at their meetings. HQW their VQtes shall be retnrned. 

4-3. When representatives may be VQted fQr Qn separate ticket in cities. 

M. When ·nQ chQice Qf representative, new meetings to. be called within two. 
weeks.. Vacancy to. be :filled. 

45. When aldermen shall be in ~essiQn tQ,CQrrect lists Qf VQters. 

46. Three aldermen to.· be l1 qnQrnm. NQtice Qf sessiQns to. be given in warrant. 

PQlls to. be clQsed at fQur Q'clQck. 

REPRESENTA.TIVE DISTRICTS. 

i7, 48. If no. chQice is effected Qr vacancy happens~ what further proceedings. 

49. Of nQtice in cQntested elcctiQns, and depQsitiQns.in snch cases. 

50. VQters residing in unincQrpQrated places may VQte in adjacent tQwnQncertain 

• cQnditiQns. 

PENll PROVISIONS Al.D REGULATIONS.AFFECTING PURITY OF ELECTIONS. 

51. General prQvisiQns in case Qf willful neglect Qr miscQnduct Qf selectmen and 

certain Qther Qfficers. 

52. Penalty fQr willful neglect Qf mnnicipal officers to. issue warrants. HQW reo 
cQvered. 

53. Penalty fQr willful neglect Qf warning Qfficers. To. be recQvered by indictment. 

M. Penalty fQr willfnl neglect Qf prQper Qfficers to. depQsit with clerk and PQst up 

lists Qf vQters. 

55. Penalty fQr willful neglect Qf selectmen to. keep and nse check list Qr to. reject 

illegal VQtes. 

56. Peualties in two. fQregQing sectiQns, hQW recQverable. 

57. Penalty fQr municipal QffiCer shiking frQm the list the name Qf any VQter 

withQnt nQtice. HQW :recQ,'ere4;~ ~ 

58. Penalty fQr altering, e~asing ormntilatllig any name Qn list, Qr frandulently 

VQting in the name Qf anQther. 
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CRAP. 4 .. 

·ELECTIONS • [TITLE. I. 

. 59. Penalty for neglect to supply lost return. 
60. Penalty for making false certificates in snch cases. 

61. Penalty for neglect in persons entrusted with returnS. 
62. County attorney's dntywhen notified of failnre of any return. 

63. Liability of town officers modified. 

64. Punishment for misconduct of any person at elections. 
65. Forfeitnre by military officers parading their men on days of election. 

66. Penalties of the two preccding sections, how recovered. 
67. Punishment for bribcry and corrnption at elections. 
68. Punishment for electors voting where they have no legal right. 

69. Betting on elections prohibited and punished . 

. 70. Mayor or treasurer to sue for penalty. 
71. .Any party who has paid snch bet may rccover it back. 
72. Conveyances of real estate for snch purposes void. Value of snch estate may 

be recovered by the town. 

PLANTATIONS. 

73. Ch~ck list to be preparcd, posted up and corrected. 
74. Meeting to be held on second Monday of September. How culled. 

75. Votes, how received. List of persons votcd for, and list of voters, and of per

sons actuiilly voting, to be retrirned to secretary of state. 
76. Votes so thrown to be received and ullowed in elections same as votes· thrown 

in towns. 
77. If it do not appear by the returns that the plantation has been dnIy organized 

and the provisions of scction 75 have been complicd with, the Totes of the' 

plantation shull be reject~d. The secretary of state to furnish blanks. 

CHOICE OF ELECTons OF PllESIDENT ..u.'D VICE PllESIDENT. 

78. . Electors of president Illld vice president. How many shull be chosen: Meet

ings for their choice, when and how culled. All the names ·to be on one 

bullot. 
79. Proceedings at the meeting. Votes how returned. Secretmyof state to send 

messenger for each return not received. Governor and council to examine 
and count the Totes. Secretary of state to notify persons elected. 

80. Expense of sending for·returns to be paid by state and added to state t= of 

delinquent toWns. 
81. When no choice of lL majority of e1ectors is made, governor to assemble 

legislatnre. 
82. Meeting of the elcctors. Vacancies how filled. 

83. Proceedings at.snch meeting. 
84. Compensation of electors. 

85. Secretary to furnish blariks. 

86. Duty of town officers. 
87. Soldiers ullowed to. Tote for president and vice president. 

88. EIectioU.5, how condncted. 
89. Certain officers, where ullowed to vote. 
90. Supervisors, bullot box, qualification of Toters. 

91. Voters chullenged, to be put under path. Poll list to be kept. 

92. Names of voters to be checked .. Vote, how declared and returned. 
93. May vote for governor, senators, representatives, county officers and represen

tatives to congress: 
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SEC. M. Election, how held and conducted. CHAP.· 4. 
95. Secretary of state to prepare blank poll illts. 
96. Governor and conncil authorized to correct errors and frauds in returns of 

votes of soldiers. 

LISTS· OF VOTERS. 

SEC. 1. In every town, where the selectmen are not the asses- Assessors to 
• . prepare lists of 

sors, the assessors on or before the first day of August. ill each year, v:oters and de-
hall . list f h th' d t b t'tut' II liver to the se-S prepare a 0 t e per~ons ey JU ge 0 e cons IlOna y lectmen. 

qualified to vote therein in the election of governor, senators, and R. S. c.4, § 1. 

representatives, and deliver it to the selectmen for their information. 
SEC. 2. The selectmen of every toWn, on or befure the eleventh Selectmen to 

day of .August in each year, shall prepare a corrected list of persons ~~~l'e~lis~. cor-
qualified as aforesaid.· R. S. c. 4, § 2. 

SEC. 3. In every town, having by the census of the United Meetings of 
.. selectmen to 

States, then last taken, more than three thousand inhabItants, the correct lists, 
I h 11 b . . t . 'd f th l'fi notice of se ectmen s a e ill open seSSIOn 0 reCeive eVI ence 0 e qua 1 - such meetings. 

cations of persons claiming the right to vote in any such election, R. S. c.4, § 3. 

and for correcting said list, for a reasonable time, on not exceeding 
two days, between the eleventh and eighteenth days of .August in 
each yeaF.r, giving previous notice of the time and place of each ses-
sion, as their town meetings are notified. . 

SEC. 4. On or before the twentieth day of .August annually, the Lists to be de
selectmen shall deposit in the office· of the town clerk, an alphabeti- ~)~~~e~nd~~st_ 
cal list of voters thu~ prepared. and revised, and post up a similar ~~·s. c. 4. § 4. 
list in one or more public places in the town. See §§ 540, 63. 

SEC. 5. After such lists are thus prepared, deposited with the Names not to 
clerk, and posted up, the selectmen shall not add thereto, nor strike ~:n~~~do':t 
therefrom, the name of any person, except in open session on one of ~.id:a: as pro
the days prescribed by law for receiving evidence of the qualifica- ~~es§§c5i' ~35. 
tions of voters; nor shall they strike from said list the name of any ,. 
person residing in the town, without notice first given to him that his' 
right to vote is questioned, and an opportunity for a hearing on one 
of such days. But at any regular session for receiving such Names may be 

. h I h 11 I h li t f te th f added, at regn-eVidence, t e se ectmen sap ace on t e s 0 vo rs, e name 0 lar sessions on 
every person known by, or proved to them to be so qualified, whether evidence. 
he applies therefor or not. 

SEC. 6. When a person of foreign birth exhibits papers of natu. Selectmen, du
ralization, issued to him in due form by·a. court having jurisdiction, :~~e~~s~~c~~~ 
to the selectmen. of hi.s town, if satisfied of their genuineness, and ~~a§~z:.~~§. 6. 

that such person IS entitled to vote, they shall approve such papers 
by a written endorsement thereon, with .the date thereof, signed by 
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I 

CHAP. 4. one of them; register in a book kept for that purpose the name of 
. .the person, the date of the papers, the date of approval, and the 

name of the' court by which they were issued; cause the name of 
such person to be entered on the list of voters; and continue his 
name on the successive lists so long as he continues to reside there 
and is in other respects qualified to vote. If they are of opinion, 
that such papers are not genuine, or were not issued to the person 
presenting them, or that 1J.e is not for other cause a legal voter, they 
shall not approve them or perform the other acts required; but he 
shall not, by their refusal to approve his papers, or to enter his name, 
be deprived of his right to vote, upon satisfactory proof of it. . 

No numes SEC. 7. In all town~ having one thousand or more registered 
shall be enter- h .. 1 ffi h f h 11 . 1" f 
ed on the,lists voters, t e mUillClpa 0 cers t ereo sa· receIve appncations o· 
of yotcrs mI" . h t t th thr ul d towns hu,ing persons c alInmg a rIg t 0 vo e, on e ee see ar ays next pre-
~~e~~~~ls;~~rts_ ceding the day of election, .and no application shall be received after 
tered yoter~h the hour of five of the clock, afternoon, on the secular d. ay next 
except on t e . 
three seculu,r precedinO' said day of election; and no name shall be added to the 
duvs preeedmg l' f <> h d fl' b ' ti:fi h' the election, 1St 0 voters on t e ay 0 e ection y cer cate or ot erWlse. 
1861, c. 50, § 1. • . 
Same subject. SEC. 8. In every town contaillmg more than five hundred and 
R. s. c.4, § 8. less than one thousand voters, the selectmen shall be in open session 

on one or more secular days next preceding such election, for the 
purpose aforesaid. 

Same subject. SEC. 9. In every town containing less than five hundred legal 
R:S. c.4! § 9. voters, the selectmen shall be in session on the day of any'such elec

tion to receive and decide on such applications, at some convenient 
place, for so long a time immediately preceding the opening of the 
polls, as they think necessary, and shall hear and determine any such 
application at any time before the polls are clo'sed. 

Noti~e of snch SEC. 10. The selectmen shall order notice of the time and place 
~es~~~t § 10. of all their sessions, required or authorized in the three preceding 
3 Me. 305. • t b . . th t £ llin th t t' sectlOns, 0 e gIven ill e warran or ca g e own mee illgS. 

Lists of eIec- SEC. 11. The selectmen shall make out a correct and alpliabeti-
tors of town 1 li f th 'nh b' t' h' lifi d . h officers. • ca st 0 e 1 a Itan s ill t ell' towns qua e to vote ill t e 
~~eS§§C5!: U1. choice of town officers, and deposit it in the office of the town clerk, 
3 Me. 290. and post up a copy thereof in one or more public places .in such 

town, on or before the twentieth day of February annually. 

:nfeetings t~ SEC. 12. They shall be in session at some convenient time and 
correct lists. 1 b th t'fi d' th t £ all' t'h t" h Timeandmun- pace, y em no 1 e ill e warran or c illg e mee mg ill suc 
~:~h°in~~~~~t town, on the secular day next preceding the day of annual election 
1867,c.S4,§12. of town officers in the month of March, or on the morning of the day 

of election, to hear and decide upon the applications of persons 
claiming to have their names entered upon said list; and such ses
sion, when held on a secular day preceding the day of election, shall 
continue at least three hours, and when held on the day of election, 
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shall continue until the election of town officers required by law to CHAP. 4. 
be elected by ballot, shall have been completed. 

SEC. 13. The town clerk shall have the list of voters provided Check list of 
'. • • voters to be 
for by' the eleventh and twelfth sectIOns, at every town meetrng held kept for choice 

for the choice of town officers required by law to be chosen by ballot, ~~r~~wn offi

and it shall be kept and used as a check list at the polls by said clerk 1~~8§ ~6:' § 1. 

or moderator at such meeting, in tp.e same" manner, as is prescribed 
for selectmen or assessors by section twenty-five; if it shall be 
demanded by one-third of the voters present. 

SEC. 14. If the town clerk or moderator presiding at such meet- Penalty if 
• . --!l1.c._ll 1 fu l' h h' f clerk or mod-rng W llllUllY neg ects or re ses to comp y WIt t e requIrements 0 crator neglects 

the preceding section, he shall forfeit?ot less than fifty nor more 1~5~~~~~'§ 2. 

than one hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action of debt in the See §§ 28, G3. 

name and for the use of the town where the offence is committed, to ' 
be commenced and prosecuted to final judgm~nt by the treasurer at 
the request of any legal voter in said town. 

SEC. 15. The aldermen a,nd assessors of the cities shall prepare ;r'hese pro."is-
. h 1:.c d . h cls h f £ h 1 . . f IOns applica-lists of t e quaillle voters rn t e war . t ereo or tee ections 0 ble to cities. 

t t · t d 1 t f 'd t d" R. S. c. 4, § 13. governor, represen a lVes 0 congress, an e ec ors 0 pres1 en an See §§ 45, 46. 

vice president, and for the annual city elections, in the same manner 
as selectmen and assessors are required to prepare them for towns, 
the aldermen performing the duties of selectmen; and the wardens 
shall be governed by said lists. 

SEC. 16. In all cities having more than one thousand legal voters Lists ofToters 

therein it shall be the duty of the aldermen thereof to post up in residen~s, t.o.b~ , posted ill cIties 
some public place in each ward, a true printed or written list of the hhaving more 

t an 1000 
legal voters resident in said ward, at least seven days previous to the voters. _ 

d f 1 ti N l:.c d 1 t h h d hi . 1861, c. a4. ay 0 any e ec on. 0 quaillle e ec or w 0 as remove s reS1- . 
dence from one ward to another in any city, within the thirty days 
next" preceding any election, shall vote at such election in the ward Voting in 

to which he has removed, but his name may be . placed on the cht;lck ::;;~~~~. reg

list of the ward from which he has removed, and he may" vote 1859, c.l05. 

therein. 

NOTIFYING MEETINGS, PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS, AND RETuRNS. 

SEC. 17. The selectmen of every town, by their warrant, shall ~all of meet-

h inh b· h £ li:fi d lin h .. rug for clec-cause tea 1tants t ereo ,qua e accorc g to t e constitution, tion of state 
. officers 

to be notified and warned seven days at least before the second Mon- R. s. c: 4. § 14. 

day of September annually, to meet at some suitable plac~ designat-
ed in said warrant to give in their votes for governor, senators, and 
representatives, as the constitution requires; and such meeting shall 
be warned in the mUliller legally established for warning other town 
meetings therein. 

SEC. 18. No such meeting shall be opened before ten o'clock in Meeting 1rhen 

the forenoon on the day of the election, unless the number of voters R~~.s.e~: 4. § 15. 
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CHAP. 4. in such town exceeds five hundred; if it does, an earlier and suitable 
Polls in certain. time in the day may be appointed by the selectmen. In all elections 
i~~~~:tin for the choice of state officers and of electors of presideJ.lt and vice 
i8~i, c: 40. president of the United States, in towns and plantations having more 

than five hundred and less than five thousand inhabitants, if the 
time is not otherwise fixed by.law, the polls shall be kept open until 
five o'clock in the afternoon and then be closed. 

Officerspresid- SEC. 19. The selectmen or other officers, authorized and required 
~f ~t~o~~~:- by the constitution and laws to preside at any such meeting, shall 
~~.rs. c. 4, § 16. have all the powers of moderators of town meetings, as provided in 

chapter three; and they shall refuse the vote of any person not qual-
ified to vote. . 

Selectmen ab- SEC. 20. If a majority of the selectmen is absent from any 'such 
sent, otbers 
mllybecho- meeting duly warned, 01' being present, neglect or refuse to act as 
R~S. c. 4; § 11. such and to do all the duties required of them, the voters at such 

meeting may choose so many selectmen pro tempore, as are neces
sary to constitute or to complete the number competent to do the 
duties. , 

Who shllllpre- SEC .. 21. During the choice of such selectmen pro tempore any 
~~s. c. 4, § 18. selectman present may act as moderator; if no selectmen -are pres

ent, or if those present neglect 01' refuse to ac~ as such, the town 
clerk shall preside; and the person so actillg or presiding shall have 
all the powers and discharge the duties of moderator. 

Duties and SEC. 22. The selectmen pro tempore accepting the trust, shall 
re~~~~~~r~e- be sworn faithfully to discharge the duties of the said office, so far 
~:~1.°te4, § 19. as relates to such meeting and election; and in making" a record and 

return of the votes, as the constitution-or laws require, and in all 
matters incidental to the trust shall have the powers of permanent 
selectmen, and be subject to the same duties and liabilities. 

What yates SEC. 23. At ·every meeting for the choice of governor, senators, 
shall be on one t . d h bli ffi . . h lik l'fi list. represen atives, an ot er pu c 0 cers reqUIrmg tee qua 1 ca-
f86~; ~: ilJ20. tions in the electors, the selectmen or other -officer presiding shall 

require the electors to give in their votes for the officer or officers to 
be chosen, on one list or ballot, or so many of such officers, as the 
voter determines to vote for; designating the intended office of each 
person voted for. 

MayYote SEC. 24. In all cases where any portion of territory has been or 
where annex-. • 
ed, ih-ithin may be set oft' from one town and annexed to another, the mhab-
the district to 't f th t't t if h' lifi d t £ -which they 1 ants 0 e err1 ory so se 0 ,ot erWlSe qua e, may vo e 01' rep-
r~~;d~IY be- resentative to congress, senators or representative to the state -legis
~Sl.4, e. 249, lature, in the town to which they are annexed, if said town is within 

the limits of the congressional, senatorial or representative district, 
as the case may be, to which they previously belonged. And if the 
town to which they are annexed lies in a congression'al, senatorial, or 
representative district other than the one to which they previously 
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belonged, such inhabitants shall have the right to vote for representa- CHAP. 4. 
tive to congress, senators or representative to the state legislature, as If not, then in 
the case may be, in the town from which they were set off, until the ~ei~7et off 
next congressional, senatorial or representative apportionment shall from. 
have been made. 

SEC. 25. The selectmen or other officers presiding at· any elec- Chec.k list requITed. 
tion shall keep and use the check list herein required at the polls 
during the election of any such officers, and have and use suitable Rulesprescrib
ballot boxes to be furnished at the expense of the town, and no votes i~63 c. 180: § 

shall be received unless delivered by the voter in person, nor until l
S
' §'~. -- 63 ee ~ aa, • 

the presiding officer or officers have had opportunity to be satisfied 
of his identity and shall find his name on the list and mark it and 
ascertain that his vote is single, nor shall more than one ballot box One ballotbox '. only allowed. 
be used for receiving votes at any election at anyone time. . 

SEC. 26. The clerks of towns shall preserve the check lists used Check lists to 
1. S b I ti £ 1. ft . 1. tal' be preserved at tile eptem er e ec ons, or one year tilerea er WItilOU teration, by clerks of 

and shall furnish to any person an exact and certified copy thereof ~~~:~~r~
withln twenty days aftel' deman~ and the payment or tender of the i~6~~~~e~33, § 

legal charges therefor, under the penalty provided in section fifty-1'ce § 13. 
one. 

SEC. 27. The ballot boxes used at elections, shall be covered at Ballot boxes 
1.. • 1.. lid' h dhOW construct-tile top mtil only a s e openmg, and such slide s all not be opene ed and nsed. 

till the name of the person offering his vote, is found and checked on ~~64, c. 233, § 

the list, and then shall be shut until another voter presents himself, Vot~s hdOW . . receIve. 
and his name is found and checked, and if the presiding officer or 
officers do not comply with these requirements, they shall be subject Officers, duties 
to the penalties provided in" the preceding section.. . of. 

SEC. 28. .Any penalty provided for in this chapter, if the treas- Peno.!tiesin 
. . certnm cases. 

urer refuses or neglects for ten days, after wntten request of any 186,!, c. 233, § 

voter to commence a suit therefor, may be recovered by said voter in ~869, c. 45, § 1. 

a suit in his own' name, to the same uses as if recovered by said 
treasurer. '.~ 

SEC. 29. No ballot shall be received at any election of state or Vo!es to be on white paper 
town officers, unless in miting or pIWting upon clean white paper with~nt 

• 1. eli" 1.!_ k fi .1.1. b'd 1. marks. mtilout any StingmSillllg mar or. gures hllereon, eSI es tile name R. S. c. 4, § 22. 
of the person voted for, and the offices to be filled, but no vote shall ~:~t5i62~3. 
be rejected on this account, after it is received inta the ballot box. 

SEC. 30. When at a town meeting held for the election of repre- When no 
t · 1.. 1'1' l'h choice of rep-sen atives to tile state egIS ature, ill a town not c assed WIt other resentative is 

t t ti· distri' t b f -h.... effected meetowns as a represen a ve c, y .reason 0 "\Y 0 or more persons ing sh!lll be ad-
having an equal number of votes, a choice is not effected of any or all ~~~~~~~om 
the representatives to which the town is entitled, the meeting shall be R~S~' ~~ ~§elf3. 
adjourned .to the same day of the week following, and to the same 
hom and place at which ~he first meeting was called; and at such 

7 
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CHAP. 4. adjourned meeting, the voters shall give in their votes for so many 
representatives as are necessary to make up the number to which said 
town is entitled; and like adjournments shall be had until the full 
number is elected.' 

~~i~~~i!~~- SEC. "3~. .All town meetings, required to be held for ~he election 
tain officers, of county treasurer, of register of deeds, or of representatives to 
and determiIL-
ing c~rtain congress, or of electors of president and vice president of the United 
~~s~g~t; §24. States, or for the determination of questions expressly subInitted to 

the people by the legislature, as to calling, notifying and conducting 
them shall be subiect to the regulations made in this chapter for the 
election of governor, senators, and representatives, unless otherwise 
provided by law'. ' 

RI e~ult 0hf bal- SEC. 32. In order to deterInine the result of any election by bal-
otmg, ow 
ascertained.~_ lot, the number of persons who voted at such election, shall fust be 
R. S. c. 4, § MO. • d b" . th" h 1 b f t 1 all ts . ' ascertame y counting e w Ole num er 0 separa e J" 0 gJ.ven 

in, which shall be distinctly stated, recorded, and returned. Blank 
pieces of paper and votes for persons not eligible to the office shall 
not be counted as votes, but the number of such blanks and the num-

[See .Amend- lJer and names on ballots for persons not eligible shall be ~ecorded and 
m~nt.of Con- return made thereof. In case of repl,'esentatives to congress, and to 
stitlltlOn, .Al'tS. h . 1 . 1 d ' d 
yn & IX.L testate legrn ature, regrnters of c ee s, county an " state officers, 

except where a different rule is prescribed in the constitution, the per
son or persons, not exceeding the number to be voted, for at aiy. one 
time for any such office, having the highest number of votes given at 
such election shall be declarecl to be elected. If by reason of two or ' 
more of the persons having the highest number of votes, receiving an 
equal number, the election of the requisite number, of officers cannot 
be declared, without declaring more than the requisite number elected, 
no one of those having an equal number of votes shall be declared to 

, be elected. In all other cases no person shall be deemed or declared 
to be elected, who has not received a majority of the whole number 
of votes counted as aforesaid; and if a 'number gJ.'eater than is re
quired to be chosen receive a majority of. the whole number of votes so 
given, the number so required, of those who have the gJ.'eatest excess 
in votes over such majority, shall be declared to be elected. If the 
numberto be elected cannot be so completed by reason of any two or 
more of such persons having receivecl an equal number of votes, the 
persons having such equal numbers shall be declared not elected. 

CIe1:k to trans- SEC. 33. The clerk of each town shall deliver or cause to be 
~~~t~~r~: delivered at the office of the secretary of state, the returns of votes 
il1.o!, !~a~~'6, given in his town, for governor, senators, representatives to the legis-

,,;" :- ' lature, representatives to congJ.'ess, electors of president and vice 
," president of the United States, and for county officers, within thirty 

days next succeeding any meeting for their election, or, shall deposit 
them, post paid, in some post office, directed to the secretary of state, 
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withill fourteen days after such meeting, to be transmitted by mail; CHAP. 4. 
and shall also forward, as soon as practicable, to such office a state;.. 
ment attested by him of the number of votes for said several officers, 
given at such election in his town, which shall be opened and filed by 
the secretary, and kept for the examination of the public. 

SEC. 34. If any such return is not received by the secretary of Connty attor
state within thirty days next after such. meeting, he shall forthwith ti~~'dtft. br~~l~ 
notify th!l county attorney of the county in which such town is situ- ~~OJ~~~:ived. 
ated who shall give immediate notice thereof to the clerk of such R. s. c. 4, § 21. , . 
town, and unless he receives satisfactory evidence, that said clerk has 
complied with the requirements of the preceding section, he shall 
prosecute for the penalty hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 35. When any such original return is in any way lost or Loss of re-
d d d 1 k f h . .' in£ tnrns how estroye ,the selectmen an e er 0 suc town, on recerVlllg orma- supplied. 
tion of such loss or dcstruction shall forthwith cause a copy of the R. S. c: 4, § 2'8. , . See §§ 09, 63. 
record of the meeting, at which such vote was given, to be made 
with their certificate upon the same sheet, that it is a true copy of the 
record, that it truly exhibits the names of all persons voted for for the 
offices designated, and the ninnber of votes given for each at such 
meeting, and that said copy contains all the facts stated in the 
original return. 

SEC. 36. The selectmen and town clerk, who were present at the Oath to be 
. d'""d h .. al' h ll' h..J-!.c made to copy meeting an signe t e origm ' return, s a SIgn t e cehlllcate men- of record. 

ti d ' th din ti' d' tin' th' ffi " t th' R. s. c 4 § 29. one m e prece g sec on, eSlgna g err 0 ce agams ell' See §§ '60; 61, 

names as in the original return, and make oath that said copy and 64. 

certificate are t111e, before some justice of the peace of the county, 
who shall make certificate of such oath on the same paper: 

SEC. 37. Such copy and certificates shall then be sealed up, and Certificates 
directed to the. secretary of state, with the nature of the contents ~~t',i:;:J~dand 
written on the outside' and the clerk of such town shall cause the R. S. c: 4, § 30. , , ' See §§ 09, 60, 
same to be delivered mto the office of the secretary of state, as soon 63. 

as may be. 
SEC. 38, When the selectmen of any town, not classed with Vacancies 

others as a representative district, by any means have knowledge ~~~~~~~ in 
that the seat of a' representative thereof has been vacated by death classed~orrep-" , resentatives. 
resignation, or otherwise, they shall forthwith issue their warrant, giv- R. S. c. 4, § 31, 
" See §§ 44,47, 
mg at least seven days notice, for a meeting of the electors of said 
town to fill such vacancy; and at such meeting the like proceedings 
shall be had, as at any meeting held on the second Monday in Sep-
tember for the like purpose. 

ELECTIONS IN CITIES, 

SEC, 39. For all the purposes mentioned in sections seventeen Electors in 

and thirty-ope, the inhabitants of cities shall meet as the constitutioni~ti;~:gs~eet 
requires, in ward meetings, to be notified and warned, as town meet- R. S. c. 4, § 83. 
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CHAP. 4. ings for similar purposes are. . The warden shall preside; the clerk 
Warden to shall make such record as the constitution requires; and the citY 
preside. . constables shall preserve order. 
Warden pro SEC. 40. If the warden is absent from any such meetinO', or 
tempore may • . '" 
be chosen. refuses or neglects to preslele, a warden pro tempore shall be chosen, 
R. s. c. 4, § 34,. and during such choice the ward clerk shall preside; and the warden 

pro tempore accepting the trust, shall be duly sworn, and have the
power and perform the duties of warden of such meeting, and be 
liable to like penalties. 

'Regulations SEC. 41. The qua1i£.ed electors of the ward composed of the 
for voter; on • 1 d . hin h . f P , d . l' 
islands in 18 an s mt t e Clty 0 ortlan, may meet as proVldec ill the 
Portland. t"!'·ty' th . 1 1 £ th h' f'ty ffi . h R. S. c. 4, § 35. uu' -nm section, am a so or e c OlCe 0 Cl ? cers, on elt er 

.. 
Proceedings 
in mee,ting. 

of said islands, which a majority of such electors designate at any 
meeting legally held for the purpose . 

SEC. 42. The warden thereof shall preside impartially at such 
meetings, receive the votes of all the qua1i£.ed electors present, sort, 
count, and declare them in open meeting and in the presence of the 
clerk, who shall make a list of the persons voted for with the number 
of votes for each person against his name, and the offices respectively, 
and in open ward meeting and in the presence of the warden, shall 
make a fair record thereof; a fair copy of this list shall be attested 

How the votes by the warden and clerk, sealed up, in open meeting, and delivereel to 
~~e~~ re- the clerk of ward number one in saiel Portland within eighteen hom's 
R. S. c. 4, § 36. after closing the polls, and the votes thus thrown shall be deemed as , 

thrown in and belonging to the last mentioned ward. 
In Cities, SEC. 43. In voting for representatives to the state legislature in 
names of rep- . 
resentatives the wards of a city, the names shall be on the same ballot with the 
on same lis ts • 
as other ofli- other officers, to be chosen at the meeting by voters of like qualifica-
~~rs·. c. 4" § 3i. tions, ulliess the board of aldermen in their warrant notifying the 
56 Me. 512. meeting require a separate ballot or ballots, which they may do. 
If no choice, SEC. 44. When a choice of any such representative is not effect-
further meet- •• 
ings. ed, the aldermen shall call new meetings of the wards for tlie purpose, 
R. S. c. 4,,§38. to be held at the same time, within two weeks after any former meet-

Vacancies by ing; and the like proceedings shall be had at such meetings, as at the 
death, resig- first, until a. choice is efflicteel', and when the aldermen of any city 
nation 01' oth-
erwise, how by any means have knowledge that the seat of a representative there- . 
:filled. 
See §§ 38, 4,7. in has been vacated by death, resignation, or otherwise, they shall call 

meetings of the wards fm'the purpose of filling such, vacancy; and 
like proceedings shall lJe had at such meetings as at other meetings 
for the election of representatives. 

Aldermen of SEC. 45. In cities containing one thousand and more qualified 
cities when to • . 
be in session voters, the aldermen shall be in session on each of not less than three 
~~ ~~~~~~ lists secUlar days next preceding any day of election when a list of voters 
R. S, c~ 4" § 39. is recluired at some central and convenient place to receive evidence See § In.' , . 
'. .. of the qualifications of voters whose names are not on the lists; and. 
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on satisfactory evide~ce produced at such session they shall enter the ClIAP. 4. 
name of the person qualified on the list for the propel' ward. .And 
no application shall be received after the hour of five o'clock after-No numes to 

d 
.. d I' d be added on 

noon, on the seculal~ ay next prececling sald ay of e ection, an no ~ay of elec-
names shall be added ,to the lists of voters on the day of election by fso61: c. 50, § 1. 

certificate or otherwise. In cities containing a less number of ,voters, 
the alclermen shall hold, prior to the day of election, ,the same num-
ber of sessions, for receiving such evidence, as selectmen of towns 
having a similar number of inhabitants ,are required to holcl. 

F 'clin' L, Three rucler" 
SEC. 46. or the purposes of the prece g section, tlll'ee alder- men to be a 

men shall be a quorum. Notice of the times and places of all ses- 11~~~4, § 40. 

sions, required by the prececling section, shall be given in the warrant ~SZ.O, c. 185, 

for calling the ward meetings. In all elections in cities, the polls ~otice of ses-
• SlOns to be 

shall be open until four o'clock afternoon, and then be closed. given in war
rant· 

REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS. Polls to be 
closed at four 

SEC. 47. When the selectmen of the oldest town in a district are o'clock. 
duly notified, or otherwise satisfied that at the last meeting of the Vacancies how 
district ~or the election of a representative, no choice was efiected, or ~~s~· c. 4, § 44. 

that the seat of their representative has been vacated, they shall, as See §§ 8S, 44. 

soon as 'may be, leaving a convenient time for calling meetings in the 
several towns, appoint a day of election to fill such vacancy, and 
notifY the selectmen of the other towns accordingly. 

SEC. 48. The selectmen of the several towns shall call meetings Sume subject.: 
h d . d d _l=.~ h II h b h d . R. S. c.4, § 40. , upon t e ay appomte ,an proceeWllgs sat en e a ,as reqUIT-

ed by the constitution and laws for the election of representatives on 
the second Monday of September. 

CONTESTED ELECTIONS 

SEC. 49. When any person intends to contest, before the house Tim~ of pre-
f' . h' h f his . h h-11 sen tin!!', and o representatives, t e 1'1g t 0 any person to, seat thm'em, e s <ill con,t~n1s ~f 

t his titi' to 'd h .. !.l.=_ fi d aft h . petitions In pres en pe on Sal ouse WIhlllll ve ays ·er t e orgaDlZ3t- contestecl elec-
ti· th f t tin th 1 hi h h t t t tions in house on ereo, s ·a g e grouncs upon w c e proposes 0 con es of representa-
the seat of the person claiming to holcl the SaIne. Depositions may ~;~e;' c. 149. 

be taken in the maImer authorized by the provisions of chapter one Dep~sition, 
h IT 1 d . f t t d t'al I ti how to be ta-une ee an seven m cases 0 con es e sena 01'1<· e ec ons. ken in certain 

cases. 
VOTERS IN U~"INCORORATED PLACES .A},"l) ISLANDS .. lS64, c. 286. 

SEC. '50. ,.All qualified electors living on islands adjacent to the Electors on 
. I 1 al th t f .1.1.=_ t t d 'thin th '. . di ti' islands and nn-maIn all( . ong e coas 0 Willi s a e an WI . e JUTIS c on incorporated 

thereof but not incorporated' with any town and all such electors places, where ,. " may vote. 
living in other unorganized places in' this state may furnish lists of See constitn-
th . lis d th f d' tion, Art. 4, 

811' ' po an estates to e assessors 0 any a Jacent town, on or Part 2, § 3. 

before the first day of April annually, and said assessors shall assess lfs~[ t;~~h 
state and county taxes upon all such persons, and they shall be col- &c. 
lected in the SaIne manner and by the SaIne officers as if such electors ~~n to fur-
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CHAP. 4. were inhabitants of such town. And such electms so ]1resenting 
Tax to be as~ their ]1olls and estates shall be allowed t{) vote in such town in all 
sessed. I' £ t . d ty ffi 1864, c. 276,§ 1. e ections or governor, sena ors, re]1resentatives an coun 0 cers. 
Electors as-
sessed may PENAL PROVISIONS AND REGULATIONS AFFECTING PURITY OF ELEC-
Tote. 

TIONS. 

Penalty for SEC. 51. If any selectman, or other town, city, Or plantation 
neglect of du- • 
ties, required officer, or any such officer chosen pro tempO're, willfully neglects or 
of selectmen. fus r£ f h d . . d f him' -!11.t!_11 R. S. c. 4, § 48. re es to pe orm any 0, t e uties reqUITe 0 , or IYl1llLWy 
10 Me. 109. does, authorizes, or permits to be done, any thing prohibited by the 

constitution or by the provisions of this chapter, he shall for each 
offence, foIfeit not less than :fifty, nor more than five hundred dollars, 
and be imprisoned in jail not more than nine, nOr less than three 
months, except where otherwise expressly provided in this chapter. 

Penalty for SEC. 52. If the aldermen of cities, selectmen of towns, or asses
~~be3 gk?:rm- SOl'S of plantations neglect to issue their warrant as required by law 
cers to issue for a meetina for the choice of state or county officers representa-warrants for 0 , 

me~tingfs fomr tives t{) the legislatUl'e, or to congress, or of electors of president and 
chOlce 0 0 - . . ' • 
cers. vice president of the United States, they shall each forfelt fifty 
R. S. c. 4, § 49. d II h" I' b d . ti f See § 63. 0 ars to t ell' CIty, town, or p antation, to e recovere ill ac on 0 

~e~~~Zeg~~d debt by the treaSUl'er thereof, or by any citizen thereof when said 
b! whom. treaSUl'er is a member of the delinquent board. 
Penalty for SEC. 53. If any constable or other person legally required to 
neglect of con" th t f' , I . t bl stable to sum- summon e vo ers 0 a CIty, town, or p antation 0 assem e at any 
R.oS. ~~~,r§·50. meeting for the choice of any officers mentioned in the preceding sec- . 
See § 63. tion, neglect to do so, or to make due return of the warrant therefor, 
Penalty for h hall £ ~ 't 'fi d II hi' I' £ willful neglect e S Onel twenty- ve 0 aI'S to s CIty, town, or p antation or 
to be recover- h fti t b d 'd d' h din . ed by indict- eac 0 ence, 0 e recovere aSprOVl e ill t e prece g section; 
ment. but if he willfully neglects or refuses to do so, he shall fOlfeit not less 

Penalty for 
neglect to de
posit and post 
lists. 
R. S. c. 4, 51. 

than :fifty, nor more than two hundred dollars, half to the state and 
half to the prosecutor, to be recoverecl by indictment. 

SEC. 54. If the selectmen of a town or assessors of a plantation 
willfully neglect to deposit a list of the voters with the town or plan
tation clerk, and to post up such lists, as are hereinbefore required, 
they shall each foIfeit not less than fifty, nor more than one hundred 
dollars; and fo! each day's neglect after the twentieth day of Au
gust, and until the election then next ensuing, they shall each fOlfeit 
thirty dollars. 

Penalty for SEC. 55. If such selectmen or 'assessors willfully neglect or 
neglect to keep fus k d h k li 'd" 
checlf: lis!s, or re e to eep an use a c ec st, as 'proVl ed;m section twenty-five, 
to reject ille- -!11.t!_1l· t hib't db' -I-..... • -!11 gal votes. or IYl1llLWy receIve 'any vo e pro 1 e y section uwenty-nme, or Will-

rS7~; ~: ~4~ 52. fully and fraudulently receive the vote of any person not qualified to 
See ~ 63. be an elector, as provicled by the constitution, they shall each fOlfeit 

not less than fifty nor more than one hundred clollars. ' 
Penalties, how SEC. 56. The penalties in the two preceding sections may be 

.. 
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recovered in an action of debt, in the name and to the use of the CHAP. '4. 
town or plantation, where the offence is committed, to be commenced recoverable._ 

• 0 R. S. c. 4, § 03. 
and prosecuted to final judgment at the request of any voter therein, 
by the treasurer, unless he is one of the delinquent officers, and in 
that' case, by one of the constables. 

SEC. 57. If any municipal officer 'strikes from the list of voters, pen~tyalfor ffi 
mUDlClp 0 -

after it is prepared and posted, the name of any person residing in cer striking 
. h h . d . fi h' 'd d' names from the town mt out t e notice an opportunity or earmg proVl e ill list :without 

section five, he shall fOlfeit not less than twenty, nor more than one R~~~~.4, § 54. 

hundred dollars, to be recovered in: an action on the case by the per,. 
son whose name was stmck out. . 

SEC. 58. If any person wr.ongfully alters,erases, or mutilates ~~~£Z,for 
any name on a list of voters, or fraudulently votes in the name of e!as~og or mn-

• tiln ling names 
'another, or under an assumed name, he shall forfeit the sum named on cheek lis~, 
in the preceding section, half to the use of the prosecutor, and half f~t:g~;~~ng 
to the state, and be imprisoned not more than sq months in jail. U. s~~~~~r§ 55. 

SEC; 59. If any selectman or other officer of a city, town, or Penalty for 

I · h ffi h willfull I t neglect to sup-p antation, or any suc 0 cer c osen pro tempore, y neg ec s plylostreturn. 

or refuses to perform the duties required by sections thirty-five, thirty- R. s. c. 4, § 56. 

six and thirty-seven, on notice of the loss and destmction of any 
return therein described, he shall fOlfeit not less than one hundred, 
nor more than five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 60. Any such selectman or other officer, permanent or pro Pen~tyfor 
tempore, who in such case makes a false certificate and makes oath to ~~'::~f~e 
its tmth, shall suffer the punishment provided against the crime of R. s. c. 4, § 57. 

pmjury, and be disqualified from holding any office under the consti-
tution and laws of this state for ten years. 

SEC. 61. ,If. a person, to whom the returns of votes of any city, Penalty for. 

1 
. fi .. neglect of per-

town, or p antation, or governor, senators, or representatives ill con- sons to whom 
. rcturns are en-

gress, are entmsted by the clerk thereof to be forwarded to the office trusted to de-

of the secretary of state, willfully neglects to use all proper means t~·. t~er§ 58. 

fo~ their delivery within the time required, he shall fOlfeit not les~ 
than one hunm:ed, nor. more than five hundred dollars, or be impris-
oned in jail not less than two, nor more than six months. 

SEC. 62. Every county attorney, who receives ll'om the secretary Couuty attor

of state a certificate that the return of the votes of any town, city, ~~r: f~r ~~ 
I .. 1_!_ fi t' fnl neo-lio-euee or p antation ill lliJ:j county, or governor, senators, or represen ·atives in not"de"liver-

in congress, has not been duly received at the secretary's office, shall ~.gS.e:T,§·59. 
immediately ascertain, so far as he can, by the default of what officer 
or person such neglect happened, and demand of him, if he finds 
such default willful or caused by culpable negligence, the sum thereby 
forfeited; and if it is not immediately paid he shall prosecute such . 
delinquent according to law. . 

SEC. 63. In no case, except as in sections fifty-two and fifty- Uabilityof 

t1_.. hall ffi f . to I ti . town officers lll'ee, s . any 0 cer 0 a CIty, wn or p anta . on, illCur any pun- limited. 
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CHAP. 4. ishment or penalty, or be liable in damages by reaSOn of his official 
Neglectto.be acts or neglects, unless they are unreasonable, con-upt; or w.il1fully 
deemed will- • 1 hIt t h lis f t to d .. ful, ~es~ con- oppreSSIVe; JUt t e neg eco prepare t e to vo ers; eposlt It 
~:w.~t§?o: in the town clerk's office; to post it up, as required herein; to call 

town, city, or plantation meetings for elections; to cause returns of 
votes, or copies thereof to be delivered into the office of the secretary 
of state, as required by the constitution and laws; or to make the 
records by law required, shall be deemed willful and un:reasonable, 
unless the contrary is shown. 

Puni~hment . SEC. 64. At any meeting for the election of any public officer, 
for nusconduct h lis f' if -"':l1.1!_ll b fi of electors. were a to voters IS necessary, any person IYllllUllY votes e ore 
rti te:'5~2~ 61. the presiding officer hashad opportunity to find his name on said list, 

or knowing that it is not on it, ()r w.il1fully giv.es any false answer or, 
statement to the selectmen or other officers when previously preparing 
such list, or presiding at such'meeting, in order that his name may be 
entered on such list or his vote received; or casts more than one vote 
at one balloting; or is disorderly at such meeting, he shall forfeit, for 
each offence, not exceeding one hundred, nor less than ten dollars. 

Penalty of SEC. 65. If any officer of the militia parades his men, or exer-
militia officers 
for military cises any military command on a day of election of a public officer, 
parades on 
days of elec- as described in section one hundred and two of chapter ten and not 
~:s·. c. 4-, §62. thereby excepted, or except in time of war or public danger, he shall 

for each offence forfeit not less than ten, nor more than three hundred 
dollars. 

Penalties in SEC. 66. The penalties, provided in the two preceding sections, 
twO preceding 
sections, how may be recovered by indictment, half to the use of the state, and half 
recovered. ' to th f th to R. S. c. 4, § 63. e use 0 e prosecu r. 
Punishment SEC. 67. If any person by bribery, menace, willful falsehood, or 
for bribery and th t _1: ... tl . clir tl tt t to infl con'uption at 0 er corrup means, Ull'ec y or ill ec y a emp s uence any 
elections. voter of this state in givinO'his vote or ballot, or to induce him to 
R. S. c. 4, § 64. 0 

withhold it, or disturbs or hinders him in the free exercise of the right 
of suJ.frage, at any election held under the provisions of the constitu
tion or of this chapter, he shall be fined not more than five hundred 
dollars, or imprisoned not less than one year, and be ineligible to any 
office in this state for ten years. 

Punishment SEC. 68. If a person, at an election of state and county or muni
;?;~~O;~~!y cipal officers; or of electors of president and vice president, knowingly 
R~ts~nC~~~~65. votes in any city; town, or plantation, where he I has no legal right to 
1870, c.115,§ 1. vote, he shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail not less 

than three months, nor more than one year . 
. Betting on SEC. 69.. No person shall make any bet or wager upon the result 
elections pro-
hibi~ed and of any election of persons to be voted for in this state for any office 
pUlllshed. . l' . kind fall I Wager for- _ or p ace, ill money or ill any 0 property,re or persona, une er 
ii~~~ecoyer- penalty 6f forfeiting the money or property so bet or wagered, to the 
~~·s. c. 4, § 66. city, town or plantation in which he resides, or if he does not reside 



TITLE r.] ELECTIONS. 105 

in this state, then to the city, town or plantation in which the bet or CHAP. 4. 
wager is made; to l)e recovered in an action on the case. 

SEC. 70. The mayor of the city, or the treasurer of the town or Mayoror 

plantation entitled to such forfeiture shall forthwith proceed to sue for ~:eaf:;'e~ 
and recover it, as soon as they have proper evidence of such betting f.~·. c. 4, § 67. 

or wagering. 
SEC. 71. .Any party to such bet or wager, who has paid over or Money paid 

• . ' for bet or 
conveyed to the wmmng party the. money or property so bet or wager recover-

d 't't al' ti· th able back. wagere ,may recover I , or I S v ue, ill an ac on on e case. R. s. c. 4. § 68. 

SEC. '72. .All conveyances, by deed or otherwise, of any interest Conveyances 
• . for such pnr-
ill real estate, made by reason of any such bet or wager, are abso- poses vOid;. '. 

1 1 'd h . . h full al f th vrune forfeited ute y VOl ; t e person making them, shall forfeIt t e v ,ue 0 e to the town. 

interest so conveyed, to the city', town or plantation entitled to the R. s. c. 4, § 69. 

forfeiture for such betting or wagering, to be recovered as aforesaid .. 

PLANTATIQNS. List of voters 

SEC. 73. The assessors of each plantation shall annually on or ~~~l~~~d 
before the eleventh day of August, prepare a list of such irihabitants ~~lS~C~~~. § 73. 
within its funits, as they judge to be constitutionally qualified to vote ' 
in the election of governor, senators and representatives to the legis-
lature; deposit it in the office of the plantation clerk; and post it up 
and correct it in the manner recluired in case of towns. State officers, 
. 7 . . h b h ld meetings to be SEC. 4. They shall call a meeting of sue voters, to e e on called for their 

the second Monday of September a~ually, at some convenient and ~~0~~e~.4, §74. 

central place in the plantation, for. the election of governor, senators, 
and representatives in the state legislature, by a warrant in due form 
by them signed, in which the time, place, and purposes of the meeting 
shall be' set forth; and notice shall be given by posting up a copy 
thereof in one or more public places in the plantation at least seven 
days before the day of meeting. Similar notice shall be given of all 
meetings for choice of representatives to the legislature, or to con-
gress, of any state and GOunty officers, and of electors of president 
and vice president. : V?tes how re-

SEC. 75. Such assessors shall preside impartially at all such meet- R.lS~d~. 4, § 75. 

ings, receive the votes of all qualified voters present, sort, count, and 
declare them in open plantation meeting and in presence of the clerk, 
who shall form a list of the persons voted for; with the num1)er of 
votes for each person written. out in words against his name, and make 
a full record thereof in presence of the assessors and in open planta-
tion meeting. The clerk shall make out fair copies of the list ·of 
voters so posted up as corrected, and of the names of all voters on List of votes 

• . and voters to 
sard list who were actually present and voted at said election, which be retnrued to 

• . secretary of 
shall be attested by the assessors and the clerk ill open· plantation state. 

meeting, and he shall cause the record of said votes to be delivered, 
within the tillie required l)y the constitution and the laws, to the 
proper person appointed to receive them, and the copy of the list of 
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CHAP. 4; voters -and of the mimes of the persons actually present, and voting 
at the election, to be transmitted to the secretary of state with the 
record of votes aforesaid. 

Votes to be SEC. 76. The votes so till·own shall be receivecl and allowed for 
allowed in elec- . . . . ' • . 
!ions, samc as electors of presIdent and VIce presIdent of the Umted States, for 
If :s.~~, § 76. governor, senators, and representatives to the legislature,and to con-

gress, and for county officers, the same as votes thrown in any town 
in said COUIity. 

Votes to be SEC. 77. If it does not appear by the return of the list of voters 
f~:~:\g~om- so posted up, and of the names of the voters on said list, who were 
ply ~th legal actually present and voted at such election, and by the return of its 
prOVlSlOns. • 
R. S. c. 4, § 77. organization duly SIgned and made to the office. of the secretary of 
1870, c. 121, • 1_:__ h"':~ . d b I th t hIt' ha b § 17. state mtLLlli t e "lllle reqUITe yaw, ate pan ation seen 

duly organized and that the provisions of section seventy-five have 
been fully complied with, the votes of such plantation shall be reject
ed, and not counted for any of ~aid officers. The secretary of sta,te 

~t;~~ei:rs~l! shall furnish to the clerks of such plantations suitable blanks for the 
bl!lllkB. returns herein required .. 

CHOICE OF ELECTORS OF PRESIDm,-rT .AND VICE PRESIDID"T. 

EI f 
SEC. 78. In each year, when the election of president and vice 

ectors 0 
president to be president of the United States is to take place, there shall be chosen 
:iP.°s~~: 4, § 79. fr'om the inhabitants of this state, as many electors of president and 

vice president as this state is then entitled to; and on Tuesday next 
after the first Monday in November of such year, the people of this 
state qualified to vote for senators in its legislature, shall assemble in 
tOwn, plantation, city or ward meeting, to be notified, held, and regli-

Meetings for I d 'b' d b h .. d I fi th I' f their choice, ate as prescTI e y t e constitution an aws or e e ection 0 
when and how h d h hall b ." . 1 ball th called. suc senators; an eac voter s' TIllg III on a Slllg e ,ot e 
All names on names of so many of said elector.s, as he determines to vote for. 
one ballot. 

SEC. 79. The votes shall be sorted, counted, declared, and record-
V~tes how re- ed; and the returns of the nUlllber of ballots, and of the _votes given 
cervedandre- fi h I hall b d h .. d I . turned. or eac e ector, s' e ma e as t e constitution an aws reqUITe 
R. S. c. 4, § 80. respecting the election of such senators, to the secretary of state on 

or before the second Thursday after such meeting; and on the third 
Governor and Thursday after such meeting, the governor and council shall be in 
::~ilv~es. session, and open, examine, and count the returns of votes so made, 

and the secretary of state shall forthwith send a messenger to every 
~:~£ei~~~~~ city and town from which a return has not been received at his office; 
turns. and the governor 'and council shall again meet on the Thursday next 
Govemorand 
conncil shall before the first Weclnesdl1Y in December, and shall' examine and count 
exnmineand . 
connt votes. all the votes received fr'om the several cities, towns and plantations, 
W:' c. 278, and also the votes of citizens in the military service returned into the 
Notice to per- secretary's office under the provisions of the law in that behalf; and 
~g~,~~gi~~§8. they shall forthwith send a certificate of his election to each elector 
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who has received the greatest number of all the votes returned to CRAP. 4. 
said office, not exceeding the number to be chosen. 

SEC. 80. The expense of each messenger sent as required in the The expense 

din . hall b di d d all d b h d of sending for prece g section s ' e au te an ,owe, y t e governor an rct:nms to be 

council, and paid out of the state treasury; and unless they think the ~~d ~lct~~a~~, 
officers of any delinquent town have fully performed their duties in s,tatet!lXofde-Imqnent 
making the required returns, the amount so ~aid shall be added to t~e ~s.s~, 4, § 81. 

next state tax assessed on such town; but if the same messenger IS 

sent to two or more towns in the same route, the amount to be paid by 
each of them, shall be apportioned' by the governor and council' 
according to their relative distances and the expense of traveling. 

SEC. 81. If it appears on such examination; that there has 'not \Vh,en no 
•• ehOlce of ma-

been a chOICe of a majorIty of the whole number of electors, the gov- jority of elec-

ernor, by proclamation, shall call the legislature together forthwith; ~~;e~~l~f;' 
and the legislature by joint ballot of the senators and representatives f~~~~le legis

assembled in one room shall choose as many electors, as are neces- R. S. c. 4, § 82. 

sary to complete the number to which this state is then entitled. 
SEC. 82. The electors so chose~ shall convene in the senate Jlleeting of 

• of electors. 
chamber ,at Augusta, on Tuesc1ay preceding the first Wednesday of ' 
December next after their election, at two of the clock in the after- "Vacancies 

noon; and if any elector so chosen, by reason of death or for any ~~s.fic~et,:§ 83. 

other cause, is not present, the electors then present, by a majority of 
votes, shall' forthwith elect the requisite number of persons suitably 
qualified to supply such deficiency. 

SEC. 83. Said electors, on said first Wednesday of December, :t'heir proceed-
Ings. 

'shall vote by ballot for one person for president, and one person for R. S. c. 4, § 84. 

vice president of the United States; one of whom, at least, shall not 
be an inhabitant of this state; they shall name in their ballots the 
person voted for as president, and in distinct ballot.s the person voted 
for as vice president; they shall make and subscribe three certificates 
of all the votes by them given, each of which shall contain two dis-
tinct lists, one of the votes given for president, and the other of the 
votes given for vice presic1ent; they shall seal them up and certify on 
each certificate, that a list of votes of the State of Maine for presi-
c1ent and vice president of the United States is contained therein. 
They or a majority of them shall, under their hands, appoint a person 
to take charge of one of said certificates, and deliver it at the seat of 
government of the Unitec1 States, to the president of the senate of 
the United States, before the first Wednesday of January then next; 
they shall forthwith forwar<;l, by the post-office another of said certifi": 
cates, directed to the president of the same senate, at the same seat 
of government; and they shall forthwith cause the other certificate, 
to be delivered to the juc1ge of the clistrictcourt of the Unitec1 States 
for the district of Maine. 
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. CHAP. 4. SEC. 84. The el~ctors shall receive such compensation for their 
Their compenc travel and attendance as the members of the legislature. . 
sation. S· f h-11 blank R. s. c. 4, § 85. EC. 85. The secretary 0 state s ill.!. procure . returns of 
~=!~ry to the prop'er form for such cities, towns, and plantations, and furnish 
blanks. them to the· several clerks thereof at least thirty days before the day 
R. S. c. 4, § 86. ~ th" 1 ti f 1 ~'d 101' e e ec on 0 e ectors as aloresm . 
Town officers SEC. 86. All laws in force in relation to the duties of city, town, . 
~ E~~~~~~~- and plantation officers, and of voters in the election of governor, sen
w,gs: c. 4, § 87 .. atOl's, and representatives to the legislature, and . to the penalties 

inculTed for their violation, shall, as far as applicable, apply and be in 
fOl'ce in regard to the meetings to be held for the 'election of such 
electors, and to the returns thereof to be made. 

SOLDIERS' AUTHORIZED TO VOTE. 

Citizens ab- SEC. 87. All citizens of this state absent therefrom in the mili
~n;e~~ta- tary service of the United States or of this state, 'and not in the 
~~t~: ~~ithis regular army of the United States, shall be allowed to vote for 

. vote for presi- electors of president and vice president of the United States in all dent and yice . 
president of elections of those officers. 
i~~4,~~:S278, SEC. 88.' On the day of election a poll shall be. opened at every 
~~lls shall be place ~thout this state where a regiment, battalion, battery, company, 
ope~ed where or detachment of not less than twenty soldiers from the State of 
soldiers may .iI"' b ~ d . d d . . f'd befonnd, &c., lhmne, may e 10un or statione ,an every CItizen 0 sm state, of 
~t~\~f &~.e the age of twenty-one years, in such militm'Y service, shall be entitled 
t8;.4" c. 278, to. vote as aforesaid; and he sha,ll be considered as voting in the city, 

Vote how 
taken. 

town, plantation and county in this state where he resided when he 
entered the service. The vote shall be taken by regiments, when it 
can conveniently be done; when not so convenient, any detachment 
or part of a regiment not less than twenty in number, and any bat
teI'Y or part thereof, numbering twenty or more, shall be entitled to 
vote wherever they may lie. The three ranking officers of such reg
iment, battalion, batteI'Y, company or part of either, as the case may 

Who shaP. act be, acting as such on the day of election, shall be supervisors of elec-
as snpernsors. ti' If ffi th thr .. d ffi din ons. no 0 cers, en ee non-COIDID.lSSlOne 0 cers accor g 

to their seniority, shall be such supervisors. If any officer or non
commissioned officer shall neglect or refuse to" act, the next in rank 
shall take his place. In case there are no officers or non-commis
sioned officers present, or if they, or either of them, refuse to act, the 
electors present, not less than twenty, may choose by written ballot 
enough of their own number, not .exceeding three, to nll vacancies, 

Snpervisors and the persons so chosen sh..'tll be supervisors. All supervisors 
shall.be sworn. shall be nrst sworn to support the constitution of the United States 

and of this state, and faithfully and impartially to perform the duties 
of supervisors of elections. Each is authorized to administer the 
necessary oath to the others; and certificates thereof shall be 
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annexed to the lists of votes by them to be made and returned into CHAP. 4. 
the office of the secretary of this state as hereinafter provided. 

\ The polls shall be opened and closed at such hours as the supervi-
sors, or a majority of them shall direct; provicled however, that due Proviso. 
notice and sufficient time shall be given for all voters in the regi-
ment, battalion, battery, detachment, company, or part of either, as' 
the case rimy be, to vote. 

SEC. 89. Rerrimental and field officers shall be entitled to vote Certain otli-
<:> eel'S where' 

with their respective commands. When not in actual command, illayyote. 
ffi d I II I d ff ffi d II 

1864, c. 278, 
. such 0 cers, an a so a genera an sta 0 cers, an a surgeons, § 3. 

assistant surgeons, and chaplains, shall be entitled to vote at any 
place where polls are opened. 

SEC. 90. The supervisors of elections shalllJrepare< a ballot-box Supervisors shall prepare 
or other suitable receptacle for the ballots. Upon one side of every ba~ot b~xes. 
b II h III . d . h f h d f 1864, c. ~78; a ot s a Je prrnte or wrltten t e name 0 t e connty an also 0 § 4. 

the city, town or plantatiOl;l of this state in which is the residence of :ra~O:e~~w 
the person proposing to vote. Upon the other side shall be the 
names of so many electors for president and vice president of the 
United States as such person may determine to vote for. And Qfunlitfication 

• 0 YO ers, 
'before receiving any vote, the supervisors, or a majority of them, 
must be satisfied of the age and citizenship of the person clainJing 
to vote, and that he has in fact a residence in the city, town or plan
tation, and connty which a~e printed or written on the vote offered 
by him. 

SEC. 91. If his right to vote is challenged, they may require If challenged, 
him to make true answers, upon oath, to all i~terrogatories touching ~ln boeai~.t 
his age, citizenship, residence, and right to vote, and shall hear any 1864. c. 278,§ 5. 

other evidence offered by him, 01' by those who challenge' his right. 
They shall keep correct poll-lists of the names of all persons allowed Shall keep eor-

. . f'd' h' rect poll lists. to vote, and of theIr respectIve places 0 res 1 ence rn t IS state, and . 
also of the number of the regiment and company, or battery, to 
which they belong; and the names of voters shall be entered on 
such lists by counties; which lists shall be certified by them or a 
majority of them to be correct, and that such residence is in accord-
ance with the indorsement of the residence of each voter on his vote. 

SEC. 92. They shall check the name of every person before he Shall check: 
is allowed to vote, and the check-mark shall be plainly made against ~~esofyo
his name on the poll-lists. They shall sort, connt and publicly ~8~.4, c. 278, 

declare the votes at the head of their respective commands on the Sort, count 
day of the election, uriless prevented by the public enemy; an~ in ~~~:eclare 
that case, as soon thereafter 3S may be; and the same day of said 
declaration, they shall form a list of the pe<rsons voted for, with the 
number of votes for each person against his name, and shall sign and 
seal up such list and cause the same, together with the < poll-lists 
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CHAP. 4. aforesaid, to be delivered into the office of the secretary of state 
Make return aforesaid on or before the Thursday next before the £rst W cdnes
to office of sec- d f Db' h h 'd' 1 l' 11 retary of state. ay 0 ecem er ~ eac year w en a presl entIa e ectlOn sha 

occur. 
SEC. 93; All citizens of this state absent therefrom in the rrilli-Citizens ab

sent in milita
ry service of tary service of the United States or of this state, and not in the 
u. s. or of this . state, allowed regular army of the Umted States, being otherwise qualified elec-
to vote for ""ov-ernor, sen; tors, shall be allowed to vote for governor, senators and representa-
tors reprcsen- t' t th t l' 1 ffi d .. tati~'es, county lves 0 e, s ate egIS ature, pounty 0 cers an representatIves to 
~:~~~~:~~ congress on. the day designated by law for the election of such 
tive_s to con- officers. Each shall be considered as voting in the city, town, plan
gre::,s. 
1864,. c. 278, tation and representative district where he resided when he entered 
§ 9. .d·' ' Sal serVice. 
Elections, how 
held. 
18fi4" c. 278, 
§ 10. 

SecretUl"Y of 
stllte to pre
pare poll lists, 
&c. 
1864, c. 278, 
§ 17. 

SEC. 94. The elections for this purpose shall be held and con
ducted ill the same manner and under the same regulations as those 
provided for allowing citizens absent from this state in the military 
service to vote for electors of president' and vice president of the 
United States; and returns thereof shall be made in the same man
ner to the office of the secretary of state. All such citizens shall 
present but one ballot, upon which shall be printed the names of all 
candidates voted for, and the offices which they are intended to fill, 
and' one poll list and OI~e return of votes only shall be necessary. 

SEC. 95. The secretary of state shall seasonably prepare and 
cause to bo delivered to each regiment and battery without this state, 
a sufficient nu.mber of blank poll-lists, and forms for returns of votes 
in conformity with the provisions hereof, and with the tenth article 
of amendment of the constitution; and said amendment ~f the con-
stitution and sections eighty-seveJ? to ninety-six inclusive, of tills 
chapter shall be printed in each poll list so delivered. 

GoverylOr and SEC. 96. The governor and council are authorized and empow-
council may . . corrcct errors ered to correct errors and frauds, If any, ill all returns of votes from 
in returns of Id' . h £ t ffi B·' £ l' 1 votes from sol- so leI'S ill t e army or coun y 0 cers. ut no ill orma lty, mere y, 
fs~'t,· c. 278, shall authorize the rejection of such return, if it appears on its face, 
§ 16. or otherwise, that the provisions of the constitution, and of this 
Returns not to h . f: b . 11 li 1 . h be rejected for C apter, were ill act su stantm y comp ec WIt. 
informality. 
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