
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



\ 

THE ." 

REVISED STATUTES 
OF THE · . , 

STATE OF MAINE, 
PA,.SSED JANUARY 25. 1871; 

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED 

THE CONSTITUTIONS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES ilTD OF. THE STATE OF MAINE: 

WITH AN APPENDIX. 

BY AUTHORITY OF THELEGISL.!.TURE .. 

PORTLAND: 

PUBLISHED BY BAILEY & NOYES. 

------------------~----~----------------~! 
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constitution, otherwise than during the pleasure of the governor and CRAP. 3. 
council, except ministers of the gospel appointed to solem.nize mar-
!iages, and persons appointed to qualify civil officers, shall hold and 
exerciSe their respective offices for the term of four 'years and no 
longer, unless reappointed; subject to removal at any time within said 
term by the governor and council. 

SEC. 85. The governor, with advice of council, may appoint, in Gove:nor may 

. each county, persons; before whom the oaths required by the coilBti- ~EE~fot!u~~ 
tution to qualify civil officers, may be taken and subscribed. ~~.oC~~~§s45. 

SEC. 86. The justices of the supreme judicial court, attorney Officers to 

general, secretary, treasurer, adjutant general and quarter master fu:~~a~V~e-
general, shall take and subscribe the oath or affirmation required by emoruaud couuc . 
the constitution, before the governor and council, when in session, arid R. s. c.2, § 46. 

in their recess, before any two members of the council; and every 
other person· elected or appointed to any civil office, shall take and ~~~:rga~ be­

subscribe the oath before anyone member of the council, or before ~~~e~agis­
any magistrate commissioned by the governor for that purpose, 
excepting in cases where the constitution otherwise provides. 

SEC. 87. The governor and council may require any officer, who Officers may. 

bylaw gives bond to the state, to give a new bond 'when they consider b~ required to give uew 
!t necessary, at the request of a surety or otherwise; and when a bouds. 

new bond is given, the obligees in the former one are discharged from If b d' 
• .. " " new on lS 

all liability thereon for acts and defaults after the acceptance of the not given 

d if h d .' d tisf: t b 1 . hin office deemed new one; an e oes not gIve a new an sa ac ory one Wit vacant. 

the time specified by "the governor and council, his office shall be R. S. c. 2, §47. 

deemed vacant, and :filled as provided by law; 

CHAPTER 3. 
TOWNS, THEm MEETINGS, POWERS AND DUTIES. 

SEC.!. Towns are corporations. 
2. Town meetings to be cnlled by selectmen . 
. 3. Cnll of first meeting after incorporation, and of one when no officers. 
4. Selectmen refusing, cnll may be made by justice on request of 10 .oters; 'same 

_ number may require an article to be inserted in warrant. 
5 .. Form of warrant. .Articles to be specified. 

6. Warrant may be directed to "constable or individual. 

T. Modc of notice;. return, tq stnte the matIner. 

S. Errors in return, and in to~ records, and t= lists, how corrected. 

9. Who are entitled to'vote. 

10. Annual meetings to be in March. Officers then chosen. 

11. What officers are to be chosen by bnllot. 

12. Vacancies m!1ybe filled by municipal officerS •. 

13. Clerk to preside for choice of moderator. 
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14. Clerk to be sworn, form of oath. 

15. Officers chosen to be summoned to tnke their oaths. 

16. Penalty for neglect to be sworn. Exceptions. 

17. Town and parish officers how sworn, and certificate to be given. Mode of 

mnking record. Clerk may record his own elcction. Record to be endence. 

Penalty for neglect. Fees for recording oath. 

18. Vacancies may be filled at any town meeting, and when selectmen may act as 
, fence viewers. 

19. Moderator to be first chosen and sworn. His dnties. 

20. Moderator to be obeyed. 

21. Powers of moderator. 

22. Relating to meetings for choice of state officers. 

23. Votes not to be read before poll is closed. Folded votes not received. 

W.AllDS OF CITIES .ll.'D ELECTION OF CITY OFFICERS. 

24. Wards in cities, change or alteration of, how made. 

25. .Assessors and snbordinate officers of cities, how chosen. 

26. 'Wardens and clerks in cities, how elected and their term of office. 

27. Mayors of cities have casting vote in choice of officers, may appoint officers 

with advice of aldermen, and may remove them. 

DUTIES OF MlTh"ICIP.ll. OFFICERS. 

28. Members of eity governments and selectmen not nllowed to vote on qnestions 

of pecuniary interest to them. 

29. Members of city governments not to be interested in certain contracts, rendered 

void by being so interested. 

30. Proceedings to restrain acts in violation of law. 

31. SelectrD.en, b:eaSUIer and others required to mnke reports to be distribnted if 
,printed, to Qe open for inspection and deposited with the selectmen or clerk. 

32. Assessors to mnke return of neat stock and agricultural products to ,secretary 

of state. 
33. Secretary of state to fnrniEh blank tables. 

34. Returns how..filed. 

POWER OF TOWNS TO RuSE J\Io~""EY. 

35. Money may be raised for schools, the poor, highways, town ways, and bridges, 

burying grounds, hearse, ancl other necessary charges. 

36. Cities 'and towns are authOlized to procnre the prililication of histories and 

erect monuments in memory of soldiers. 

37. Acts and doings of cities, towns and plantations in raising money for bonn~ 

ties and commutations, made valid. 

38. Contracts made by municipal officers to pay commutations, bounties aitd con­

traets with parties for means to pay the same, made valid. 

89. Unauthoiized contracts made by municipal Officers, may be ratified. 

TOWN ,AND CITY By-Laws A],'D ORDINANCES. 

40. ToWns and cities empowere'd to mnke by-laws and ordinances for certain pur­

, poses, subject to approval of connty commissioners or a judge of S. J. 

Court. 

TOWN LINES. 

41. Perambulations of lines, proceedings respecting them. 

42. Monuments may be erected at angles. 
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. -

43. Disputed lines, how settled. 

44. Compensation, how made. 

PEN.li.TY FOR NEGLECT OF DUTY. 

45. Penalty for neglect of official duty by a town officer. 

PL=T.1TIOXS. 

46. County Commissioners are required' to det~rmine every five years what town­

ships contain more than two hundred and fifty inhabitants, and make 

return to seeretarY of state. 

47. Organization of such plantations, how made. 

48. Plantations may be organized on warrant of county commissioners, upon 

applieation of thrce or more qualified voters, or by warrant of the treasurer 

of state, or said commissioners when state or county taxes are laid 

thereon. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

Proceedings of meetings of organization and what officers are to be chosen, 

and how qualified . 
Upon the organization of a plantation, the 'clerk, and assessors retrun 

copy of Tecord and limits of plantations to secretary of state, to be by him 

recorded. 

Annual meetings of plantations, when to be hcld and what offieers to be cho­

sen. 

Names of cierks and assessors of plantations,to be returncd to the secretmy of 

state annuully by the firs't day of July. 

Laws relating to town meetings and town officers apply to plantations and 

their offieers. 

54. Assessors of plantations to be considered selectmen thereof. Bond of treas­

m'er and collector. , Valuation and assesment of taxes. 

55. When plantations are organized assessors return valuation to county commis­

sioners to be corrected and forwarded to state treasurer. What planta­

tions are required to make and repair highways. Such inventory to be 

taken and returned whenever requested by the state treasurer. 

56. For what purposes plantations may raise and e~-pend money. 

57. Plantations not to consist of more than one township. When' former orgaui­

zations cease to have effect. 

5S. When towns nre incorporated, valuation thereof to be taken, corrected and 

retruned to stat~ treasurer as provided in section fifty-five, as basis of state 

and county taxes. 

59. Upon neglect of Assessors to make such return, the county commissioners 

to appoint suitable persons to perform the service. 

60. Compensation and payment of assessors so appointed, amount to be added to 

county tax. 

61. Plantations may be reorganized. 

TOWNS. 

CHAP. 3. 

SECTION 1. The inhabitants of each town are a body corporate Towns are cor­

• capable of suing and being sued, and of appointincr attorneys and porntions. o R. S. e. 3, § 1. 
13 Me. 466. 
3 Me: 369. 

agents. 
Every town meeting, except in the cases mentioned in 20 Me. 45, 246. 

Meeting to be 
SEC.' 2. 
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CHAP. 3. the two following sections, shall be called by a warrant signed by the 
culled by se- selectmen of such town: 
lectmen. 
R. S. c. 3, § 2. ,SEC. 3. The first toWn meeting held in town shall be called anel 
~~;tc~~:t!5' notified in the manner prescribed in the act, of incorporation; and if 
whenhno offi.-

ll 
no mode is therein prescribed, by any justice of the peace in the 

cers; ow cu - ' 
cd. 'same county. When a town once organized, is destitute of officers, a 
R. S. c. 3, § 3. tin' b II d ..' .. . ' 

Selectmen 
refusing, how 
culled. 
R. S. c. 3, § 4. 
53 Me. 390. 

Fo=of war­
mnt, articles 
speeified in it. 
R. S. c. 3, § 5. 

WUlTuntto 
whom direct­
ed. 
R. S. c. 3, § 6. 

mee g may e ca e on application to such Justice for his walTant 
for the purpose, made in writing by any three inhabitants thereof. 
When, by reason of death, removal, or resignation, a majority of the 
selectmen do not remain in office, a majority of those remaining in ' 
office may call a town meeting. 

SEC. 4. , In case the selectmen unreasonably refuse to call a town 
meeting, any ten or more legal voters therein may apply to a justice 
of the peace in the county, who is hereby authorized to issue his war­
rant for calling such meeting. When ten or mOre of the qualified 
'voters in town in writing request the selectmen to insert a particular 
matter or thing in a walTant for calling a town meeting, they shall 
insert it in the next warrant, that they issue therefor, or shall call a; 

sp~cial meeting for the consideration thereof. . 
SEC. 5. In either case, the walTant shall specify the time and 

place at which the meeting is to be helel; and in distinct articles state 
the business to be acted upon at such meeting; and no other business, 
matter, or thing shall be there acted upon. Ca) 

SEC. 6. The warrant may be directed to any constable of the 
town, or any individual by name, directing hiin to warn and notify ali 
persons by law qualified t{) vote at such meeting, to assemble at the 
time and place appointed. ' 

Notice how SEC. 7. Such meeting shall be notified by the person to whom the 
re~onwur- walTant is directed by his posting up an attesteel copy thereof in some 
p~n~: c. 3, § 7. public and conspicuous place in saiel town seven days before the meet-

ing; unless the town has appointed, by vote, in legal meeting, a 
different mode, which any town may do. In either case, the person 
who notifies the meeting shall make his return on the warrant; stating 
the manner of notice, and the time it was given. Co) 

EITors in re- SEC. 8. When omissions or elTors exist in the records or tax lists 
~~~:g~: ~JeilL"I: of a town or school 'c1istrict, or in the returns of warrants for meetings 
~~~~~ be thereof; they shall be amended, on oath, according to the fact, by the 
rS6~;~: ~2,§§8i. officer whose duty it was to have made them cOlTectly, while in or 
See c. 6, § 37, after he ceases to be in office. If the origm' al warrant is lost Or 
114. 13 Mc. 
466. 17 nre. destroyed, the return, or an amenclment of it, may be mac1e upon a 
444. 48 Me. ' 
,353. 56 Me. copy thereof. 
~o ure legal SEC. 9. Every person, who is qualified by the constitution of this 
,oters. R. S. state t{) vote for governor senators and rep' resentatives, in the town 
c. 3, § 9. ", 

, Cal 3 nre. 305. 10 ilIe. 317:1211Ie. 487. 13 Me. 486. 17 Me. 100. 19 Me. 184.' • 
(b) 7 Me.426. 12 Me; 487. 25 Me. 561. 26 Me. 172. 29 Me. 523. 34 Me. 575. 49 Me. 

346, 351. 51 Me, 30. 56 Me. 392. 
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in which he resides, is entitled to vote in the election of all town offi- CHAP. 3. 
cers, and in all the business affairs thereof. . 

SEC. 10. The annual town meetings in the state shall be held in Annual meet­

the month of March, and the qualified voters in each town shall then ~dfc:sllf~~~h, 
choose by a major vote a ~lerk, three, five, or seven, inhabitants of R~oS~~: 3, § 10. 

the town to be selectmen, and overseers of the poor, when other over- Auditors of D:c-
counts, certanl 

seers are not chosen, three or more assessors, two or more fence towns may 

viewer~, treasurer, surveyors of lumber, tythingmen, sealers of leather, T~'~~~~rers or 

measurers of woo·d and bark constables collectors of taxes other collectors shall 
" 'not·be mem-

usual town officers and in their discretion in towns containinO' one bers of boards 
, , u of selectmen 

thousand inbabitan:ts, one auditor of accounts, all of whom shall be or as~essors in 

d . h.c ~ certanl t01TIlS. 
uly sworn. Treasurers or collectors of towns havmg more t an lll- 1864, c. 279, § 1. 

teen hunch'ed inhabitants shall not be members of the boards of select- m8;~: 1;89, t i: 
men or assessors.(a) 

SEC. 11. The election of modera~or, town clerk, selectmen, asses- Officers chosen 

SOl'S, treasurer, auditor, school committee, and town agent, shall be ir. ~~~:: § 11, 

by ballot; and all other of said officers may be by ballot, or other i~~p~gns. 
'method agreed on by a vote of the rown. 48 Me. 440. 

SEC. 12. Unless towns at their annual meeting choose road com- See. c. 18, § 4-3, 

missioners or appoint the municipal' officers surveyors of highways, W;c[lucies, 

said officers~hall appoint surveyors of highways, whose term of office ~~Is~~f,~e~2. 
shall commence on the first day of May, and end with the last day of ~.e~1~e§·4~~: 6, 

April in each year; and if from any cause the town fails or neO'lects § 97, 102,119, 
. 0 121. 1870, c. 

to choose, at the aIinual meeting, any of such officers as are not 98, § 2. 

required to be chosen IiY; "hallot, or if after such officers are chosen 
there is, for any cause, a vacancy in any such office, the municipal 
officers may fill such offices and vacancies, by the written appointment 
of proper persons, who shall be summoned by the constable and 
required to appear and take the oath of office as is provided in section 
fifteen, subject to the penalties provided in section sixteen; Such 
appointment and oath shall be recorded as in case of a choice by the 
town. 

SEC. 13. During the election of moderator of town meeting, the Wh • t 
. . 0 IS 0 pre-

clerk shall preside; when he is absent fr'om any such meeting, either ~ide in mect-

of the selectmen or of the assessors, and if neither of those is present, Jr.gs. c. 3, §.13, 

any constable may lawfully do all the duties of cleI'I!: in receiving and 17 Me. 444. 

counting the votes for moderator. The moderator may call· on the 
voters to give in their ballots for a clerk pro t-empore, who shall be 
sworn by the moderator,or a justice of the peace. 

SEC. 14. The town clerk, before entering on the duties of his 
office, shall be sworn before the moderator, or a justice of the peace, ~~~~~~ 
truly to record all votes passed in that and other town meetinO's dur- of oath. 
• • u R. S. c. 3, § 14. 
mg the ensumg year and until another clerk is chosen and sworn in 
his stead, and faithfully to discharge all the other' duties of his office. 

• Cal See § 18, c. 6, §§ 76, 77, 140, 14'i; c.14, §§ 14,34; c.18, § 60; c. 21, § 2; c.24,§4; 
c. 26, § 6; c. 30, § 11; 17 Me. 444,48 Me. 440. 
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CHAP. 3. SEC. 15. The town clerk or any two of the selectmen shall forth.: 
Officers cho- with make out a list of the names of all persons chosen into office, of 
~~ftoS~~~b: whom an oath is required by law, and deliver it to a conStable with a . 
It~: c. 3, § 15. warrant to him directed; and he shall within three days from the day 

of rllceiving it, summon each of the persons therein named to appear 
before the town clerk, within seven days from tlie time of notice, t{) 
take the oath of office by law required; and at the end of ten days 
after. receiving his warrant, the constable shall return it or forfeit six 
dollars for the use of the town; and the town shall allow him a rea­
sonable compensation for his services. 

Penalty for SEC. 16. Every person so notified and neglecting to take the oath 
neglect to be • d f him 'thin ··d d t ffi £ h sworn. reqmre oWl Sal seven ays, excep 0 cers or "IV ose neg-
~~:~~'6~~ §8~~' lect a different penalty is provided, shall forfeit five dollars, two-thirds 
fM~: ~!1s.§ 6. to the use of the town, and the other to the use of the prosecutor. 
Town orpmish SEC. '17. .Any town or pal-ish officer may be sworn by the town 
officer how. or parish clerk or by any macistrate or person authorized by law 
sworn, certifi- ". '" , 
cates to beb>iv- who shall give to the officer sworn, except when sworn in presEnce of 
en. 
R. S. c. 3, § 17. such clerk, a certificate of the oath administered, which he shall 
~~ ~~'.~. ' retm'D. to such' clerk within seven days, to be ,placed on file.,. High­
~::s~o~O~ay way surveyors may be sworn by either of the assessors, who shall 
~~fuj~~si:i~h_ give a certificate thereof, as is required in such case, of a magistrate. 
way sun-eror. In either case, the clerk shall record the name of the officer and of 
1860, c.148, §1. 
Mode of mnk- his office, by whom SWOl'D., and the time of taking the oath and retlU'D.-
in« record • h tifi te A - t h I clistr' t· . h . derk may ra- illg t e cer ca . .J::liJ.y Dwn, SC 00 'IC ,pal-rB ,or corporation 
~?:c~:s. own clerk elected to any office and duly sworn, may record.- his own elec­
R~cord to be tion, the fact that he was sworri, when and by whom. The record 
eVIdence. • • ' 
Penalty for herein required shall be suffiCIent eVIdence that any such officer was 

F
negle;t. duly sworn. If any officer fails to return such certificate, or any 
tees .01' re-

cording oath. clerk to record such oath within ten days,. he shall forfeit five dollars. 
Town clerks shall be paid by the town five cents for each oath record-
ed by them. 

Vacancies may SEC. 18. When by reason of the non-acceptance, death, removal, 
be filled at auy • 'ty th' t f ' 'h' . t to ffi tmm meeting. lllSanI or 0 er illcompe ency 0 a person c osen ill 0 a wn 0 ce, 
R. S. c. 3, § 18. there is a vacancy, or 1\ant of officers, the town may make a new 
1863, c. 202. . d hall ul if th' . 
See c. 6, § 140, choice of officers; an they s ' be d y sworn, an oa 18 reqUITed, 
§!~·c.18, § 43. and have the srn;ne powers as if elected at the alillual meeting. In 
If feuce view- case a town shall neglect to choose fence viewers at its alillual to\\ll 
ers nre uot 
chosen or neg- meeting, or the persons chosen fail to be legally qualified, the select-
lect to act, 8e- all' . 
lectmen to,act men sh, act ill that capaCIty. (a) , 

~::e~~or to SEC. 19. At every town meeting a moderator shall be first chosen 
b~first~hosen, and sworn by a J'ustice of the peace or by the person p·residin!1 at 
hls dUties. ',0 

R. S. c. 3, 919. the meeting when he is chosen. Said moderator shall regulate the 
56 Me. 390. b' f th . d h' dId b him' . 48 Me. 440. usmess 0 e meeting; an w en a vote ec are y 18, lillille-

mately after such declaration, questioned by seven or more, he shall 

(al See § 12. c. 6, § 75, 77,81,86 to 92,97, 102, 119,121; c. 11,940; c.l!, §§15, 24. 1 Me. 248. 
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make the vote certain by polling the voters, or in such other way as CHAP. 3. 
the meeting directs. ' 

SEC. 20. No person shall speak in meeting before leave is obtain- Moderator to 
be obeyed. 

ed of the moderator, nor when any other person is speaking; and all R. s. c. 3, § 20. 

shall be silent at the command of the moderator on pain of forfeiting 
one dollar for every breach of such order for the use of the town. 

SEC. 21. H any person, after notice fr'om the moderator, persists Hispower~'Q 
. h . him' R. S. c. 3, •• 1. 
ill disorderly conduct, t e moderator may direct to WIthdraw fr'om 
the meeting; and by his refusal he shall forfeit three dollars to the 
use of the town; and the moderator may cause him to be removed 
from the meeting by a constable, and detained in confinement for 
three hours, unless the meeting is sooner dissolved or 'adjourned. 

SEC. 22. Town meetings for the choice of governor, senators, and Rela~g tfio 
. .. . . meetings or 

representatives, shall be as the constitution directs; and the foregoillg the choice of 
. Ii bl th state officers. sectlOns are not app ca e to em. R. S. c. 3 § 22. 

SEC. 23. The moderator, or other person presiding at a town Folded yotes 
. . fi - bl d . not to be re-meeting, shall not recelve any vote olded or dou e , or perilllt any ceived. Votes 

b fi II · I d'th h ' f h not to be ex-person e ore the po IS c ose ,WI out t e consent 0 t e voter, to mnined till poll 

read or examine his ballot with a view .of ascertaining the name of ~e~~t1.· 
any candidate thereon, on penalty of twenty dollars. R. s. c. 3, § 23., 

WARDS OF CITIES AND ELECTION OF CITY OFFICERS. 

SEC. 24. No change in the limits of any ward in any city by the 'Y":,-rds in _ 
. f h' il hall b alid unl 't . d CIties, chance action 0 t e Clty counc ,s. e v . ess I IS a.pprove by a or alteration 

majority of the legal votes cast at the election of -city officers, held :, ~~~t~e_ 
next after such action of the city council; and the warrants for the ~~f:~. 1, § i .. 

-ward meetings shall contain an article for that purpose. 
SEC. 25. The assessors and subordinate officers of cities, when When asses­
. . deli -. nal h'" 50rs and snb­thelr charters or acts a tio . thereto do not ot ermse proVIde, shall ordinate offi-

b · h - d M d f "1\,T h all ft cersare to be e chosen on t e secon on ay 0 l\iarc annu y, or as soon a er elected. 

as practicable, and, holcl their offices one year therefrom, and until 1858, c. 17, § 1. 

others are chosen and qualified in their stead. 
SEC. 26. At the' annual election for tlie choice of mayor and Wurdeps !'-JOld 

. clerks ill CIties, 
aldermen in cities, the qualified electors in each ward shall by written how electei!. 

b II I d d I k h hall th d · f h' 1863,c.190,~ 1. a ot e ect a war en an c er-, w I) s enter on e uties 0 t ell' 
offices on the Monday next following their election, and shall hold 
their offices one year therefrom, and Until others al'e chosen and qual- Term of office. 

fied in their places. 

SEC. 27. In the election of any city officers by ballot in the MaJ:o~ to ha-yc 
• • casting vote ill 

board of aldermen or ill convention of the' aldermen and common choice ofoffi-

council, in which the mayor has a right to . giv~ a casting vote, if two ~~rs. c, 3, § 25. 

or more canelidates have- each half of the ballots cast, he shall deter-
mine -and declal'e which ~f them, not exceeding the number to be 
chosen, is elected. In all cases where appointments to office' are 

6 
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CHAP. 3. directed or authorized to be made by the mayor and aldermen of 
O~cers up- cities, they may be made by the mayor by and with the advice and 
pomted by the . 
muyor und ul- consent of the aldermen, and such officers may be removed l)y the 
dermen may . . 
lJe removed by mayor. 
the mayor. 
186G, c. 49. CERTAIN DUTmS OF Milli'ICIPAL OFFICERS. 

lIfembers of SEC. 28. No member of any city government 01' l)oard of select-
city goyern- • 
IDent and se- men of any town, shall in either board of such city government, or m 
lectmenfor- b 1 fl' . hi h h . bidden to yote any oare 0 se ectmen, vote upon any question m w c e IS pecun-
onqu~sti0D:s of iarily interested directly or indirectly and in which his vote may be 
peeumary ill- " ' 

terest to them. decisive' and no action of any city government or board of select-
1868, c. 162, §1. ' 

men taken by means of a vote hereby forbidden, shall be legal. 
Pec~n,i~ry in- SEC. 29. No member of any city government shall be interested, 
tere,t, ill con- dir .. 1 . d" b h' ' 
tracts of cities 'ectly 01' mdiredt y, m any contract entere mto y suc Clty gov-
~i~~~d.s pro- ernment while he is a'member thereof; and any contract made in 
1868, c. 1G2, § 2. violation hereof shall be v?id. 
Proceedings to SEC. 30. The supreme judicial court in equity, by writ of 
enforce &c. ••• h' . din' . . I 
1868, c.162, § 3. mJunction or ot erWlse, may restram procee gs m any town m VIO a-
56 Me. 640. ti f h t din' 1: ti th £ f on 0 t e wo prece g sections, upon appllca on ere or, 0 ten· 

or more taxable citizens thereof. 
Selectmen, SEC. 31. The selectmen, treasurer, and every other person 
trenSlU'er &c., 
rerruired to charged with the expenditure of the money of any town, shall, on 01', 

:~~~t~~tniled before the morning of the annual meeting in each year, make detailed 
1865, c. 305, §1. written 01' printed reports of all their financial transactions, for or in 

behalf of the town during the municipal year immediately preceding, 
with a full aCCOlil'it of the receipts and disbursements during that 
period, and to whom and for what purpose each item of the same was 
paid, together with a statement in detail' of the indebtedness and 

Reports to be resources of the town. Such reports, 01' reports of town auditors 
distributed, if 
printed. containing the same statements, if printed, shall be distributed to the 

legal voters on or before the morning of the annual meeting, or if not 
printed shall be presented and read in open town meeting before the 
election of selectmen, and whether written or' printed shall be kept 

,~ deposited in the office of the sele?tmen, or if they have not an office 
or usual place of business, with the town clerk, together with the 
proper vouchers for the disbursements reported, where such reports 

To be open for and vouchers, and all the books of the town shall be open during the 
inspection in al h f b' t th' . f I al d if town meeting. usu' ours 0 USllless, 0 e mspection 0 any eg' voter; an 
Penulty for re- any town officer shall refuse or neglect to perform any of the require-
fusul or neO'- . 
lect_of dut[. ments of this section, 01' shall refuse to allow any legal voter in the 

. 1860, c. 300. t t . th t h d b ks h' d 

Assessors to 

own 0 eXaIDllle e repor s, vouc ers, an town 00 - erelll name , 
he shall be liable to a fine of £ity dollars for each and every refusal 
or neglect, to be recovered by indictment, oJ;le-half to the use of the 
complainant and one-half to the use of the county. 

SEC. 32. The assessors of ,cities, towns and plantations, on 01' 
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before the first day ·of July in each year; shall make return to the CHAP. 3. 
office of secretary of state, for the year eniling on the first day of rnakereturn 
A il ' . f h of neat stoek PI' next pre ceiling, 0 t e number of horses four years oJd and &c., to secre.' 
upwards, and cattle less than four years old, neat stock, sheep and i~R,~~~~~§i. 

p swine, therein on said first day .of April, the number of bushels of 1862, c. 90, § 1. 

indian corn, rye, barley, oats, beans, peas, buckwheat, potatoes, tur-
nips, beets, carrots and apples, the number of tons of upland, bog, 
salt and intervale hay, the number of pounds of butter, cheese, . 
h d I h . b f all f I d Also, agncul-oney, an map e sugar, t e num er 0 g. Dns 0 map e syrup an tUrulproducts. 
molasses, raised and made therein during the year, the number of 1863, c.173. 

wool skins. disposed of, the value of poultry and eggs produced, and 
the number of sheep killed by wild animals and dogs.duringthe year. 

SEC. 33. The secretary of state shall cause to be printed blank Secretary of 
tables conveniently alTanged for th~ return of facts as aforesaid, and ~i~1e ~fa~~a­
shall furnish three copies of the. same, With a copy of the two preced- ~~~t c. 90, § 2. 
ing sections printed thereon, to the assessors of each city, town and 
plantation, on or before the twentieth of March in .each year. 

SEC. 34. The returns from the cities, towns and plantations in Returns to be 
each county, as they are receivedat the office of the secretary. of f~~t c:90, § 8. 

state, shall be filed by themselves in a convenient form for reference 
for the use of the legislature and for the secretary of the board of 
agriculture. . 

POWER OF TOWNS TO RAISE MONEY. 

SEC. 35. The qualified voters of a town, at a legal.town ;meeting, Money may ~e 
may raise such sums, as are necessary for the maintenance and sup- ruisedforwhat . purposes. 
port of schools and the poor ; for making and repairing highways, and RS' S. c. 3. § 26. ee c. 15, § 1. 
town ways and bridges; for purchasing and fencing burying grounds ; See c. 18. § 44. 
for purchasing or building and keeping in' repair a hearse and' house 
therefor, for the exclusive use of its citizens; and for other ne,cessary 
town charges. (a) . 

SEC. 36. Cities and towns may raise money for the purpose ofT' th . owns au or-
procurillg the writing and publication of their histories, and a sum not ~ed tt? procure 

d·' fi h d d . . ±i h ~ his tones aud excee mg ve t ousan ollars lD. one town or t e purpose ot erect- erectmonu-
ing a suitable monument in memory of the soldiers wh~ sacrificed ~~~:s~. 56. 
their lives in defence of their country in the recent war. 1e6.6, c. 19, ~ 1. 

.. ~illP~~ 

SEC. 37. The past acts and doings .of cities, towns and planta- ies, tow.ns and 
. ':Iii' . d' d . . . d plantatIOus . tions, ill 0 crmg, paymg an contracting to pay, an m l'aIsrng an . made valid. 

'.'=- ±i •• ±i th' 1 1862 c.85 §1 proVlUillg means to pay expenses or recrUlting or ell' severa 1864; c. 226, .. 
quotas, conimutations to drafted men, bounties to or for volunteers, i~~5, c. 298. 
drafted men or substitutes of rn'.afted ~en, or enrolled men, mustered m~:~: ~k 
into or entisted for the military or naval service of the United States, ~~ Me. ~O~ •. 

d lid 'd d d . h b . o~ Me. 090; are ma e va ,proVl ed such acts an omgs ave een, at meetrngs 53 Me. 446, 
527.575. 

(a) 3 Me. 88, 191. 14 Me. 375. 20 Me. 178. 51 Me. 176. 52 Me. 598. 54 Me. 250, ~~3M:;{02', 
·As to power to aid in constrnction of railroads, see chap. 51, §§ 80, 81, and 82. - > 0 • 
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CHAP. 3. legally called and held in pursuance of warrants therefor, setting 
forth the purposes upon which such acts and doings were based. 
And all taxes assessed, contracts made and notes and orders given by 
municipal officers in pursuance of votes passed at such meetings, are 
also made valid. 

Contract~ SEC. 38. AJ1. contracts made in pursuance of votes passed at' 
mnde vahd. h t' b . ffi h' d I th' d 1864, c. 226, SUc mee mgs, . y such murucipal 0 cers, or t mr u y au orlze 
U636,~. ~9, ~ 2. agents, with any volunteer, drafted man, or substitute, or with third 
1869, c, 55, 2. persons, corporations or associations for the purpose of providing 

means to, pay commutations, bounties to volunteers, drafted men or 
substitutes, are made valid. 

Unanthorized SEC. 39. All contracts heretofore made by such municipal officers, 
contracts of b . d . b half f' I t' b t mnnicipal of- or y thir persons, rn e 0 any CIty, town or p anta lOn, u 
flcers may be 'th . . h' h fi t ti' b t' t rntifi~d, Wl olit preVIOuS aut anty t ere or, to pay commu a ons, oun les 0 

~8:.5, c. 298, or for volunteers, drafted men or' substitutes, actually in or enlisted 

~m:~: ~~: t~: for the military or. naval serv~ce of the United .States, may be :ati-
55 Me. 9, 193, :fied and made valid by any CIty, town or plantatIOn at legal meetings 

thereof, called and notified as named in section thirty-seven. 

TOWN AND CIry BY-LAWS AND ORDINANCES. 

~o:wns and SEC. 40. Towns, cities, and village corporations m~y make such 
clties may b I di h hink .. t t ·th h make by-laws. y- aws or or nances as t ey t proper, not rnconSIS en WI t e 
fli te~'317~ 27. laws of the state, and enforce them by suitable penalties, for the'pur-
39 Me. 35. poses and with the limitations following: 
For managing First. For manaoCTing their prudential affairs as they judge condu­
prndentiu1 
affairs. cive to their peace and good order, and aIDlex penalties not exceeding 

:five dollars for one offence, subject to the approval of the county 
commissioners, or a judge of the supreme judicial court. (a) 

~or est~b1ish- Second. For establishing such police regulations as they may 
ill'" pollce reO'

- d fi h . f' h . f nl~tions. " eern necessary or t e prevention 0 crIme, t e protection 0 property, 
See c. 2~.,. and the preservation of good order. 
Respecting ill- Third R . infi' di d h lth b) Jectious dis- • especting ectious seases an ea . ( 

R
easeu1s. . Fourth. For regulating the going at lal'geof dogs, swine, and 

eg ating go-
ing at large of cattle therein. (c) 
dogs and other. • 
animnls. Fifth. ,Respecting the measure and sale of' wood, bark, and coal 
!~~~~~~;d brought to market, and the teams coming therewith. (d) 
sale of wood, ,Sixth. For reserving and setting off such portions of their streets 
bark and colli. • • 

,Reservin
O' 

for SIdewalks as they deem proper, and keepmg them clear of snow· 
, streets fo~ side- and other obstructions, and for plantin CT and preserving trees by the 

w:iIks and b 
keeping them side thereof. (e) 
clear of ob- . 
structions, and 
"planting trees. (a) See c.11, § 13; c.17, §§ 6, 9, 29, 30; c. 26, §§ 1, 24, 27. 

(b) See c. 14, § 36. 
(e) See c. 30, § 1. 
(d) See c. 41, § 1. 
(e) See c. 18, §§ 21, 49. 37 Me. 329. 
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Seventh. Respecting the erection of wooden buildings therein, CRAP. 3. 
or buildings the exterior of which shall be in part of wood, and Resp~cting 
d:linin h · . d dim· d buildin . t d erection of e g t eIr proportions an enslOns; an any g erec e :wooden build-

contrary to a by-law or ordinance adopted under this specification ~~~5; c.l44. § 1. 

shall be de-emed a nuisance and dealt with accordingly. Seec.l1, § 26. 

Eighth. For the due regulation of omnibuses, stages, hackney For re,,<rnlation 

h t clr h d d all th hi I d of omnibnses coac es, wagons, car s, ays, an -carts, an 0 er ve c es, use and fares. 

wholly or partly therein for business, pleasure, or the conveyance of 
passengers by hotse power or otherwise, and by establishing the ratEls 
of fare, their routes and places of standing, and in any other respect; . 
but by-Iaws- and ordinances for this purpose shall be published one ~on~~ ~~~~h: 
week at least before they take effect, in some newspaper printed cd. 

therein, and perialties for their breach shall not exceed twenty dollars 
for one offence, to be recovered by complaint to the use of such city, 
town or corporation. 

Ninth. For the effectual protection of persons against injury fr.'om For theprotec­

-the sliding of snow and ice from the roofs of buildings therein; but ~~~oMe~liod_s 
-the authorities of such cities, towns and corporations shall notify the :.~ i~:fi?o~ 
owners of the buildings of by-laws or ordinances adopted under this roofs. 

specification, and if they do not comply with them in thirty days after 
notice, they shall be . liable for all injury sustained by any person in 
'consequence thereof; and said authorities, at the expense of their' 
.cities, townS or corporations, may place the required guards or other 
obstructions on the roofs of such buildings, and the reasonable charges 
therefor may be recovered of such owners. 

Tenth. ..Any city may establish localities for, and regulate the sale Sale of fresh_ 

of fr.'esh meat and fish therein, and fix perialti~s for breach thereof. ~e~~~~.d fish 
1862, c. 79, 

TOWN LINES. §§ 1,2. 
Seee.11, §-6. 

SEC. 41. The lines between towns shall be run once in every five ~ernmbn1a-
ti· d' th -tw fi II· . Th . tions, proceed-years, except as men one ill _e 0 0 owmg sections. e mum- ings respect-

cipal officers of the most ancient town shall give ten days noti~e in W,gs~~~; § 28. 

_ writing to such officers of the adjoining towns of the time and place 56 Me. 31-2. 

of meeting for perambulation; and the officers who neglect their duty 
in notifying or attending in pei'son, or by substitutes, shall fOlfeit and 
pay ten dollars, two-thirds to the use of the town, which complies 
with its duty, and the other third to any two or more of said officers 
of the toWn complying, to be recovered at any time within tWo years 
after the fOlfeiture is incurred; and the proceedings of such officers, 
after every such renewal of boundaries, shall be recorded -in their 
town books. 

SEC. 42. All towns, which, since the twenty-second day of Monuments 
. h " - may be erec t-

March, eIghteen unclred and twenty-eIght, have perambulated, or ed at angles. 

hereafter perambulate their several lines as by law prescribed, and R. s. c. 3, § 29. 
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CRAP. 3. set up stone monUments, at least two feet high, at all the corners and 
several angles, and where the lines cross highways, or on or neal; the 
banks of all rivers, bays, lakes, or ponds, which said lines cross, or 
which are the boundaries of said lines, shall be exempted from the 
duty of perambulating said lines, except once in every ten years com­
mencing in ten years from the time the stone monuments were so 
erected. 

Disputed liues SEC; 43. When a town petitions the supreme judicial court, 
of towns, how t tin h . b . d d' . . 
settled. sag t at a controversy eXists etween It an • an a Jommg one 
R. S. c. 3, § 30. t' t lin lin d . th t 't b b 53 Me. 325. respec rng a own e or es, an prayrng a I may e run y 

commissioners appointed by the court, the court, after due notice to 
all parties concerned, may appoint three commissioners, who shall, 
after giving notice to all persons interested of the time and place of 
meeting, ascertain and determine the line or lines in dispute, imd 
describe them by courses and distances, and make, set, and mention 
in their" return, suitable monuments and mark for the permanent 
establishment of such lines, and make duplicate returns of their pro­
ceedings; one of which shall be returned to the court, and the other 

, to the office of the secretary of state; a~d such ;tine or lines, shall be 
deemed in every court of law and for every purpose the true dividing 
line or lines between such towns. 

Compeusa- SEC. 44. " The court may allow the commissioners a proper com-
lion, how 
made. pensation for their services, and issue a warrant of distress according 
R. s. c. 3, § 31. t 1 .l'. 't 11 ti' f 'd t . al ti o aw lor I s co ec on 0 Sal owns ill equ ' propor ons. 

PENALTY FOR NEGLECT OF DUTY. 

Penalty for SEC. 45. Any town officer, who neglects to perform any duty 
neglect of of-
ficial duty. lawfully required of him, shall forfeit not exceeding twenty dollars 
~i ~e~·8~. § 32. for every such neglect, for which no other penalty is provided by law, 

to be recovered in an action of debt in the name and to the use of 
the town by the treasurer thereof. * 

PLANTA.TIONS. 

C~UJ!.ty com- SEC. 46. The county COIDlDlSSlOners of the counties containing 
mISSIOners to. d hi i-all h .. f . d 
return to secre- umncorporate towns pS, Sil' at t e expll'ation 0 every peno of 
~~iryo~;!ate five years from March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
years, a de- " 
scliptio.n of 'if As to penalty for miscondnct of moderators, see § 23, chap. 4, § 14; of town clerks, 
iO~ShiPS con- § 17, chap. 4. § i4; of city, town and plantation officers for refusing to be sworn, §§ 16, 
t=~~~r:n- 17, chap. 6, §§ 85, 86, 92; for using improper bullot boxes and improperly reeeiving 
(ued und fifty votes, chap. 4, §§ 27, 55, 63; for illegal conduct relating to elections, chap. 4, §§ 51 to 72 
~ts~bitall~' inclnsive; for refnsing to assess tuxes, chap. 6, §§ 79, 80, 81; for misapplication of cer-
§§ 1 ~'2~' , tain fines, chap. 15, § 5; for refusing to prosecnte persons for sale ofintoxiciJ.ting liqnors, 
1870, c. 121, chap. 21, § 55; of town treasurers for willfully wifuholding deeds of land sold for tlL-.;:es, 
21• chap. 6, § 172; of constables and collcctors of tuxes for refusing to give receipts, chap. 
a6'Me.31. 6, § 101; for neglecting to make exhibit to munieipal officers once in two monilis, chap. 

6, § 118; for neglecting to pay over money collected, chap. 6, § 120; of fence viewers, 
cllap. 22, §§ 38, 40; of constables and captains of watch, chap. 25, § 9; of fire wards, 
chap. 26, § 6; of anctioneers, chap. 34, §§3, 4, 5. 
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hUndred and siXty-one; deterinine from the United States censuS when CRAP. 3. 
taken the preceding year, and by actual enumeration when not so 
taken, what townships have not less than two hundred and fifty 
inhabitants, and make a suitabie description and designation thereof, 
!ilid return them to the secretary of state to be by him recorded. 

SEC. 47. Immediately after making such return, said commission- Organization 

hall . th ' f th "al inh h't t f of snch town-ers s ' ISsue ell' wanant to one 0 e prmClp . a 1 an S 0 ships, 

each of such unincorporated townships, commanding him to notify the ~SG~:~. ~11:5, 
inhabitants thereof qualified to vote for governor, to assemble on a Is~'o, c.121, 

day and at a place named in the wanant, to choose a moderator, § 2. 
40 Me. 218. 

clerk, three assessors, treasurer, collector of taxes, constable, super- 56 Me. 31. 

intending school committee and other necessary plantation officers. 
Notice of such meeting is to be given by posting an attested copy of 
the WUlTant therefor in two public and conspicuous places in the town-
ship fourteen days before the day of meeting, The wanant with 
such inhabitant's return thereon is to be returned to the meeting, and 
the above named officers shall be chosen and sworn. 

SEC. 48. But any unincorporated or unorganized township con- Organizat!0n 

t . . 'b f inh b' b 'd £ II of townshIps ammg any num er 0 a Itants may e orgaruze as 0 oWS: containing a 

.An f h ty ., 'tt li less number of y one or more 0 t e coun COmmISSIOners on Wl'l en app ca- inhabitants. 

tion signed by three or more persons qualified as the constitution R. S. c. 4, § rQ· , R. S. c. G, § 10. 

requires to be voters, inhabitants of any unincorporated or unorgan- 1§870, e. 121, 
3. 

ized township in their county, may issue a wanant to one of them 40 Me. 218. 

requiring him to warn a meeting of the qualified voters of such place 
residing within the limits described in the wanant; or when a state 
or county tax is laid on such place the state treasurer or said commis-
sioners without application therefor, may issue such wanant to one of 
the principal inhabitants of such place; and in either case the war-
ran~, notice of meeting and proceedings therein shall IJe the same as " 
provided in the preceding section. 

SEC. 49. At the time and place appointed for meetings for the Proceedin<Ts at 
• , .," ,. meetin<T fO'r 

orgaruzation of plantations as proVlde~ ill the two preceding sections, organi~ation. 
a moderator shall be chosen by ballot by the voters present to preside R. S. c. 4, § 71. 

• . ' 1870, c. 121, 
at such meeting, and the person to whom the wanant was directed § 4. 

shall preside till such moderator is chosen and by him sworn. A 
clerk, three assessors, treasurer and superintending school committee, 
shall be chosen by ballot and sworn by the moderator or a justice of 
the peace. Other plantation officers may be chosen by ballot, or 
other method agreed on by a vote of the meeting, and shall be duly 
sworn in the manner above named. 

SEC. 50, .. Upon the organization of a plantation, the clerk and Certified copy 

assessors thereof shall transmit to the secretary of state, to be by him ~~Jd~~~~~1~gs 
recorded, a certified copy of all, the proceedings had in effecting such ~~~F~~e f~: 
organization, including the petition for organization, if any, the war- tation, to ~e 

, . ,forwarded to 
rant ISsued therefor and the return thereon, and the record of meeting sl'l!!retary of 
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CHAP. 3. held in pursuance thereof, and also a written-description -of the limits 
state to be re- of the plantation; and thereupon all the laws of the state applicable 
corded. 
Plantations to organized plantations shall apply to plantations organized as herein 
thns or""anized 'd d btl t t' 'd h '1' ti' f thr ' not req~ed to proVl, e ; u p an a IOns orgarnze upon t e app lCa on 0 ee or 
pay state and- more citizens thereof as above provided shall not be required to pay 
COUll ty tD-"i:es ' 
uniess speeial- state or county taxes unless by special order of the legislature. (a) 
ly ordered. , " 
Annnal meet- SEC. 51. All orgamzed plantations shall hold theIr annual meet. 
~gs. c. 4, § 78. ing in March, and choose a clerk, three assessors, treasurer, collector 
~8J.0, e.121, of taxes, constable, superintending school committee, one or more 
See c. 6, §§ 86 surveyors' of lumber, and two or more fence viewers; and highway 
1092. s'urveyors shall be appointed in plantations whereiri highway taxes are 

assessed, . . 
Return of the - SEC. 52. The clerks of organized plantations shall make return 
~:tioe: g~~~~~- -to the secretary of state on blanks by him furnished for that purpose 
!~e~:t:~d;/o on or before the first day of July annually, of the names of the 
~~~~:. e. 103, §§ assessors and clerks of their several plantations, and that the same 
1, 2. have been duly sworn, and when any such return is not made by 
1870,e.121,§7, - h 1 . h f h II furnish h 1 any suc p antation, t e secretary 0 state s a not, suc p an-

'-unless mnde, tation with blanks for election returns, and no votes purporting to be 
secretary of cast by any plantation neO'lectinO' to make such return, shall be count-
state not to for- '" '" " 
ward blanks ed or allowed by the governor and council. But when a plantation is 
for election re- , , 
turns.. orgarnzed after the first day of July of any year, such return IS not 
Exception. required to be made by the clerk thereof during such year. But the 

votes of such plantations shall not be counted or allowed by the gov,:, 
ernor and council for any purpose, during the year of its organization, 
unless such organization be made at least sixty days prior to the sec-

Laws relating 
to town offie 
eel'S to apply 
to plantation­
officers, so far 
as applicable. 
1870, c. 121, § 
8. 

ond Monclay in September. 
SEC. 53. All laws relating to calling, notifying and conducting 

town meetings, the election, appointment, qualification, duties, p0'IYers, 
compensation, liabilities and penalties for official neglect and miscon­
duct of, town officers,apply to plantations and their officers, so far as 
the same may be applicable thereto, unless when specially otherwise 
provided. 'Voters in plan.tations are liable to the same penalties for 
unlawful voting as voters in towns are. (b) 

Assessors to _ SEC. 54. The assessors of plantations shall be considered the 
~~~~~':rl-!~l~et- selectmen tl;tereof, for the purpose of performing such duties as the 

T
men. selectmen of towns perform. Treasurers, collectors, and constables 

rensnrer, col-
lector nnd 70n- of plantations, shall give such bond as such officers of towns are 
stable to glVe • d t' b d' 1ik Th - al ti' f honds. reqUITe 0 gIve, to e approve ill e manner. e v ,ua on 0 
f87~; ~:i2t3?, property for the purpose of assessment of taxes in plantations, as well 
~o Me. 296, as the assessment, collection and disposal thereof, shall be the same 
Valnation. as in towns. 

(a) R. S. c. 4, §§ 'Tl, 72. 1859, c. 106, § 2. 1870, c. 121, § 5. 40 Me. 218. 
(b) As to calling meetings and choice of officers. Sce §§ 2 to 24. As to pennlties. 

See § 45, e. 4, §§ 51 to)2, e. 6, §§ 86 to 92,103,141. 56 Me. 31. _ 
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SEC. 55. The assessors who shall fjrst be chosen in plantatiOlis CRAP. 3. 
organized 11?-der the provision of section forty-seven, shall immediately The first as-

. . 'd' h . sessors to re-take an mventory of the polls an valuation of the property t erem, turn to the 

h ak · d h 'b £ th' county com-as t e same are t, -en ill towns, an return t em on or e ore e missioners an 

fifteenth day of May following their election, to the county commis- ~ft~e:~1L,rya~~ 
sioners of their county, who shall have power to examine and cOlTect estates. , 

• • To be correct-
the sarile ill such manner as shall make It conform to the last state ed and for-

. d f h d 1 ti th t t warded to state valuation, an return a copy 0 suc cOlTecte va ua on to e ,s a e treasurer for 

treasurer and thereupon their ratable proportion accordinlT to such b.asis of taxa-' 
, 0, non. 

valuation, of all state and county taxes, shall be assessed on such 1~62, c. 113, § 

plantations in the same manner as on towns; and s:uch plantations, 1870, c. 121, §, 

and also such as may by special order of the legislature be required §g·Me. 296. 

to pay state or cqunty taxes, shall have power to raise money by taxa-
tion for making and repairing ways in compliance with the provisions 
of chapter eighteen, sections thirty and seventy-eight. Such inventory 
and valuation in 'any plantation shall be so t3ken, cOlTected and 
returned to the treasurer' of state whenever required by him. 

SEC. 56. All plantations have power to raise and expend money ;~;~~!~;cFe. 
for the support of schools, and making and repairing school-houses, as Ui7~e~: 121 ,§ 

provided in chapter eleven, 'sections five, sixty-six, sixty-seven and 11.' '§-' 
• • '. • See c. 6" 86 

sixty-eIght; for support of the poor, as proVIded ill chapter twenty- to 92. 

fi ti t1..:·,ty d al h b' 20 Me. 296. our, sec onllll' -seven; an ,so suc sums as may e necessary 14 i\Ie. 20. 

to d fr III al 1 t ti 52 Me. 598. e aya eg, p an a on expenses. " 7 Me. 125, 132. 
, 54 Me. 250. 

SEC, 57. Organized plantations shall not be composed of more OrO"anized 

'than one township, and when organized under the provisions of section ~~fttg~~n;om_ 
fortyc.seven former organizations cease to have any effect. (a) , posed of more 

, , than one town-

SEC. 58. When towns are incorporated, the assessors thereof are ~~~~vnluation 
required to return h) the county commissioners of their county the ?f towns ~ter 

mcorporntion 
original valuation :first taken in their towns, on or before the fifteenth to be forward-

d f M £ ll · h" "d al _. t b ed to couuty ay 0 ay next 0 owmg t ell' mcorporation, SM v -uation 0 e commission-
. d t d d th f -turn- d to th t -t tr ers, and copy exrunme , COlTec e ,an a copy ereo re, e e s a e eas- sent to treas-

urer, and become the basis of state and county taxes in the same fu:~~~ss~fte 
manner as the valuations of plantations, as provided in section forty- i~~:'~~~i3, §5. 

five. - 1870, c. 121, § 
13. 

. SEC. 59. If such valuation is not made and _ returned by , any If assessors 

to . 1 t ti '.l.1..:_ th tim i:.fi d th- ty .. neglect, the wn or p an a on WlWJ.ll.l e e spec e, e coun COmmISSIOners county corn-

shall- appoint three suitable persons of the county to be assessors :;~~~e~s!~s. 
therein, who shall be sworn and make and return the inventory and ;~~ ~~~ 
valuation required, within the time fixed by said' commissioners; and valuatiOl~: , 

• '1863, c. 109, ,1. 
such valuation shall be examined, corrected, and a copy thereof 1870, c.121, § 

returned to the state treasurer and become a basis for tho assess- 14. 

ment of state and county taxes, in the same manner as if thevalua-

~a) 1859, c.l06,§ 2. 1865, c. 320,§1. 1870, c. 121, § 12. 



ELECTIONS. [TITLE L 

CRAP. 4. tion had heEm taken by the assessors chosen by said town or 
plantation. 

Such. assessors SEC. 60. The assessors appointed under the prec"edingsection, 
to be paid by 
the county shall be paid from the county treasury a reasonable compensation 
commission- . 
ers. for their services, to be determined by the county commissioners, and 
18~2, c.113,§ 7. any sum so paid shall be added. to the county tax apportioned to 
1810, c.121, 
§ 15. such town or plantation, and shall be collected and paid into the 

Plantations 
maybe reor­
ganized. 
1870, c. 121, 
§ 16. 

treasury in the same manner as county taxes are. 
SEC. 61. Plantations organized upon the application of three or 

more inhabitants thereof, may at any time he reorganized under the 
provisions of this chapter. 

NOTE.-For J1r~visions relatinl\' to elections in pl~ntations, See c. 4, §§ 73 to 77. 
-Schools, c. 11, §~ D, 66, 67, 68. Highways, c. 18, §§ 30, 18. . 

SEC. 1. 

2. 

3. 

CHAPTER 4. 
ELECTIONS. 

LISTS OP VOTERS. 

Assessors to make lists of Toters where the selectmen are not assessors. 

Selectmen to prepare corrected lists by the eleventh of Augnst, annually. 

Special meetings to correct the.lists. Notice to be given. 

4. Lists to be deposited with town clerk and posted by the twentieth of Augnst. 

5. - Names not to be added or stricken out, except as provided. Names may be 

added at regullir session on evidence. 

6. Duties of selectmen respecting papers of naturalization. 

7, 8, 9. When selectmen shall meet to correct lists. 
10. Notice of such meetings to be given in warrant for calling town meetings. 

11. Lists of electors of town officers to bo made by twentieth of February, 

annually. 

12. Selectmen to be in session to correct lists. 

13. Check list of Toters to bo kept for choice of town officers by the clerk or 
moderator. 

14. Penalty if clerk or moderator neglect or refuse to use check list. 
15. These provisions applicable to cities. 
16. List of voters resident in wardS, to tie posted in cities havblg more than one 

thonsand Toters, and list of voters l'emm·ing from one ward to another. 

NOTIFYING lliETINGS, PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS, .A.ND RETURNS. 

17. Meetings for general eleotions, how called. 

18. When such meeting shall be opened. 

19. Officers presiding empowered as moderators. 

20. When selectmen pro tempore may be chosen. 

21. Who shall. preside at such choice. 

22. Duties and powers of selectmen pro tempore. 

23. What yotes shall be offered on one list. 
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