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APPENDIX . 

.An act for the admission of the state of Maine into the Union. 

WHEREAS, by an act of the state of Massachusetts, passed on the Constitution of 
n~neteenth d~y of June, in the rear one thousan~ eight hund:ed. and ~h~d. estab­
mneteen, -entitled "an act relating to the separatIOn of the DistrICt of 
Maine from Massachusetts proper, and forming the same into a separate 
and independent state," the people of that part of Massachusetts, here-
tofore known as the district of Maine, did, with the consent of the legis-
lature of said state of Massachusetts, form themselves into an indc,pendent 
state, and did establish a constitution for the government of the same, 
agreeably to the provisions of said act, therefore, -

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representat-ives of the Ad'."is~ion of 
United States of America -in Congress assembled, That, from and after N,,"!l1e roto the 
the fifteenth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ruon. 
twenty, the state of Maine is hereby declared to be one of the United 
States of America, and admitted into the Union on an equal fOOling with 
the original states, in all respects whatever. 

-[ApPROVED MARCR3, 1820.] 

Selections and extracts, from unrepealed and unrevised laws of ]iassa­
chusetls and Maine. 

An act relating to the separation of the district of Maine from Mnssachusetts 
proper, and forming the same into a separate lind independent state. 

NOTE. The preamble and section one may be found recited in the 
fifth section of article X of the constitution of lJiaine. See page 43. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of the several Proceedings to 
towns, districts and plantations, in the district of Maine, qualified to vote ,,"sce;tain'lish­
for governor or senators, shall assemble in regular meeting, to be notified ~f M1'u':.~Pr:. 
by warrants of the proper officers, on the fourth Monday of July next, spec~g the 
and shall, in open meeting, give in their votes, on this question: "Is it ;~h:"d~~~n~f 
expedient, that the district of Maine shall become a separate and indepen- dent state. 
dent state, upon the terms and conditions, provided in an act, entitled 
" an act relating to the separation of the district of Maine from Massa-
chusetts proper, and forming the same into a separate and independent 
state ?" - And the selectmen of the towns and districts, and the assessors 
of the plantations, shall, in open meeting, receive, sort, count and de-
clare, and the clerks thereof, respectively, shall record the votes given 
for and against the measure; and the said selectmen, assessors and 
clerks, respectively, shall make out an exact return thereof, under their 
hands, and shall seal u-p and transmit the same to the office of the secre-
tary of this commonwealth, on or before the fourth Monday of August 
next. And all returns, not then made, shall be rejected in the counting; 
and the governor and council shall open and examine the said returns 
made as aforesaid, and shall count the votes given on the said question; 
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and the governor shall, by public proclamation, to be made as soon as 
the state of the votes can be ascertained, after the said fourth Monday of 
August next, make known the result, by declaring the number of votcs 
appearing in favor of the separation of said district, as aforesaid, and the 
number of votes appearing against it. And, if the number of votes for 
the measure shall exceed the number of votes against it by fifteen hun­
dred, then, and not otherwise, the people of said district shall be deemed 
to have expressed their consent and agreement, the said district shall 
become a separate and independent state, upon the terms and conditions 
above stated; and, in case of such majority, the governor, in his said 
proclamation, shall call upon the people of said district to choose dele­
gates to meet in convention for the purposes, and in the manner herein­
after provided; and, in addition, to publish said proclamation, in one or 
more of the public newspapers printed in Boston, and in the district of 
:i\faine; copies of the same, duly authenticated, shall, as soon as can 
conveniently be done, after the making of the same, be transmitted to 
the office of the clerks of the courts of common pleas, in the several 
counties of the district of Maine, for public examination; and one such 
copy, at least, shall be transmitted to the convention of delegates herein­
after mentioned, when said convention shall be formed. 

Choice of del- SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That, if it shall be declared by said 
egates to con- proclamation, that the said majority of fifteen hundred votes appeared by 
.ention. • the said returns to be in favor of the separafion of the said distnct, as 

aforesaid, the inhabitant'i of the several towns and districts, now entitled 
to send one or more representatives to 1he general court,and all other 
incorporated towns, shall, on the third Monday of September, next, as­
semble in town mceting, to be notified by warrant of the selectmen, and 
shall elect one or more delegates, not exceeding the number of repre­
sentatives which such town is now entitled to, each town, however, to be 
at liberty to elect at least one, to meet delegates from other towns within 
the said district, in convention, for the purpose of fo!,ming a constitution 
or frame of government, for the said district. And, at such meeting of 
the said inhabitants, every person qualified to vote for senators, shall have 
a right to vote in the choice of delegates. And the selectmen shall pre­
side at such meeting, and shall, in open meeting, receive, sort, count and 
declare the votes, and the clerk shall make a record thereof, in presence 
of the selectmen, and. in open meeting. And fair copies of the said 
record shall be attested by the selectmen and town clerk, and one such 
copy shall be delivered by the selectmen to each of the persons, duly· 
elected a delegate. . 

Place of meet- SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the persol)s, so elected dele­
i?g of conven- gates, shall meet in convention, at the court house in Portland, in the 
~'::,;e:ti! of county of Cumberland, on the second Monday of October next, and they 
~nd proceed- shall be the judges of the. returns and elections of their own members, 
mgs lof thle

tin
. and may adjourn from time to time, and sixty of the persons elected 

peop e Ie a g I' fi h 'f' d h 'd thereto. shal constItute a quorum or t e transactIOn 0 busmess; an t e sal 
delegates shall, as soon as may be, proceed to organize .themselves in 
convention, by choosing a president, and such other officers as they may 
judge expedient, and establishing proper rules of proceedings; and it 
shall be the duty of the said convention, to apply to the congress of the· 
United States, for its assent to be given, before the last day of January 
next, that the said district should be admitted into the Union, as asepa­
rate and independent state. And it shall also be the duty of the said con­
vention, to form a constitution, or frame of government, for said new 
state, and to determine the sty Ie and title of the same; and such consti­
tution, when adopted, and ratified by the people of said district, in the 
manner hereinafter mentioned, shall, from and after the fifteenth day of 
:March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty, 
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the consent of the congress of the United States then heing first had as 
aforesaid, be the constitution of said new state. And the said conven­
tion shall, as soon as may be, after having formed. such constitution or 
frame of government, for such new state, cause the same to be pub­
lished, and sent to the several towns, districts and plantations, within the 
said district of Maine; and there shall be a meeting of the inhabitants, 
in each of said towns, districts and plantations, to be called and warned 
by the selectmen and assessors, respectively, in due course of law, and 
on the day named by said convention; at which meeting every.male in- . 
habitant, having the personal qualifications, herein declared requisite iri 
the election of delegates to said convention, shall have a right to vote; 
and the people, so assembled, shall give in their votes in writing, express­
ing their approbation or disapprobation of the constitution, so prepared 
and proposed by said convention. And the selectmen of the several 
towns, and the assessors of the several districts and plantations, respec­
tively, shall preside at such meetings, and shall receive the votes of all 
the inhabitants duly qualified as aforesaid, and shall sort arid count them 
in opeu meeting of the town, district or plantation; and the same shall 
be, then and there, recorded in the books of the town, district or planta­
tat ion ; and a fair copy of such record shall be attested by the selectmen 
or assessors, and the clerk of the town, district or.plantation, respec­
tively, and shall be, by the said selectmen or assessors, transmitted and 
delivered to the said convention, or to the president thereof for the. time 
being, or to any committee appointed to receive the same, on or before 
the first day of January next; on which day, or within ten days thereafter, 
the said convention shall be in session, and shall receive and count all 
the votes returned, and declare and publish the result; and, if a major­
ity of the votes so returned shall be .in favor of. the constitution pro­
posed, as aforesaid, the said constitution shall go into operation, accord­
ing to its own provisions;' otherwise, the constitution of Massachusetts, 
with the addition of the terms and conditions herein provided, shall be; 
and be considered as the constitution of the said proposed state, in man­
ner as hereafter provided. And, to the end that no period of anarchy 
may happen to the people of said proposed state, incase a new consti. 
tution shall not be so adopted and ratified by the people of said. district 
of Maine, the present constitution oLthe commonwealth. of Massachu­
setts, shall, with the terms and conditions aforesaid, and with the excep­
tion. hereinafter made, be provisiorially the constitution or frame of gov­
ernment for said district; except only such parts of said constitution 
of Massachusetts, as relate to the. style or title of said state, or may be 
otherwise inconsistent with; or repugnant to the situation and condition 
of said new state; and except, that the people of .said district. shall 
choose in their senatorial districts, as now established, three times the 
number of senators now allowed them, and that the legislature shall 
choose such a number of councilors, not exceeding nine; as they shall 
determine to be proper. And the ~aid convention shall designate the 
place for the first meeting of the legislature of . said new state, and for 
the organization of its government, and shall appoint a secretary pro 
tempore, for said new state; and the said convention shall regulate the 
pay of its members; and the person, authorized by said convention, may 
draw upon the treasury of the commonwealth for the amount of the pay 
roll, not, however, to exceed the amount of the money· paid into the 
treasury .by the several banks within said district, for the tax upon the 
same, due and payable on the first Monday of October next; and the 
sum or sums, so drawn for and paid· out of the treasury, shall be a 
charge upon the new state, in the division of the property-, provided for 
in the fourth article of the terms and conditions, stated in the first sec­
tion of this act. 
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SEC. 5. Be itfurthel' enacted, That, until a governor of the proposed 
state shall be chosen and qualified according to the constitution, which 
may be in operation in said state, the person, last chosen president of 
the said convention, shall, from and after the fifteenth day of March 
next, have all the power of the governor and council under the consti. 
tution of Massac;:husetts, until a new governor shall be chosen and qual­
ified in tbe said proposed state; excepting only that the said president 
shall not have the power to remove from office any officer, who may be 
duly qualified, and executing the duties of his office, according to the 
intent and meaning of this act. 
, And, in order that there may be no failure of justice, and that no dan­
ger may arise to the people of the said district of Maine, after the fif­
teenth day of March next, and before the government of tbe said state 
shall be duly" organized; therefore, 

L~ws of dis- • SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That all the laws which shall be in 
!t"l~t to remtilam force within said district of Maine, upon the said fifteenth day of March 
m ,orce un h II 'II ' db' Ii ' h' b 'd d repealed. next, s a stl remalll an e III orce, WIt III t e sal propose state, 

until altered or repealed by the government thereof, such parts only ex­
cepted, as may be inconsistent with the situation and condition of said 
new state, or repugnant to the constitution thereof. And all officers, 
who shall, on the said fifteenth day of March next, hold commissions, or 
exercise any authority within the said district of Maine, under the com­
monwealth of Massachusetts, or by virtue of the laws thereof, excepting 
only the governor, lieutenant governor and council, the members of tbe 
legislature, and the justices of the supreme judicial court of the said 
commonwealth of Massachusetts, sball continue to have, hold, use, exer­
cise and enjoy all the powers and authority to them respectively gran.ted 
or committed, until other persons shall be appointed in their stead, or un­
til tbeir respective offices shall be annulled by the government of said 
proposed state. And all courts of law, whatsoever, within the said pro­
posed state, excepting only the supreme judicial court, shall proceed to 
hear and determine all causes, matters and tbings, which are or may 
be commenced or depending before them, respectively, upon tbe said 
fifteenth day of March next, or at any time afterwards, and before the 
government of the said proposed state shall establish new eourts within 
the same; and sball continue, from and after. the said fifteenth day of 
March next, to exercise the like power and authority, and in like manner 
as they now by law may do, until such new courts shall be so establish­
ed in their stead. 

Canses and SEC. 7. Be it further. enacted, That all actions, suits and causes, 
suitstincerta~ civil and criminal, and all matters and things whatsoever, that shall, on 
~:ns{o ~~~ea the said fifteenth day of March next, be in any manner depending in the 
preme court of supreme judicial court of said commonwealth of Massachusetts, tben 
new state. last holden within any county in said district of Maine, and all writs, re-

cognizances and other processes whatsoever, that may be then returnable 
to the said supreme judicial court, shall be respectively transferred, and 
returned to, bave day in, and be heard, tried and determined in the high­
est court of law, that shall be established in tbe said new state, by the 
government thereof, and at the first term of such court, that shall be 
held within the county in whicb such action, writ, process, or other mat­
ter or thing, may be so pending or returnable. And, in all cases of ap­
peals from any circuit court of common pleas, or probate or other court, 
which shall be made after the said fifteenth day of March next, in any 
action, cause, or suit whatsoever, and which would by law be made to 
the said supreme judicial court thereof, it shall' be sufficient for the 
appellant to claim an appeal, without naming or designating tbe court 
appealed to; and such appeal shall be entered at the supreme or superior 
judicial court, or highest court of law, to be established ,by the govern, 
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ment of the said new state; which shall first thereafter be held within or 
for the county in which such actil;m, cause or suit, may be pending, and 
shall there be heard, tried and determined, according to law. 

Provided however, That nothing contained in this section shall be Proviso. 
understood or construed to control, in any degree, the right of the people 
of the said new state, or the government thereof, to establish judicial 
courts, in such manner, and with such authority as they shall see fit, 
nor to prevent the said people or their government from making any 
other provisions, pursuant to their constitution, and not repugnant to the 
terms and conditions above set forth, respecting all the said actions, suits, 
processes, matters and things, herein above mentioned, as they shall 
think most proper, to prevent the discontinuance thereof, and to avoid 
!lDy delay or failure of justice. 

[PASSED JUNE 19, 1819.J 

BOUNDARIES OF COUNTIES. 

An act for erecting and .establishing two new counties in the easterly part of the 
county of York. [EXTlL\.CT.] 

WHEREAS the great extent of the county of York makes it convenient, 
that two new counties should be erected and established in the easterly 
part thereof, . 
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SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the lieutenant governor, council and house Boundaries of 
of representatives, That the county of York aforesaid shall be, and it coun~ of York 
hereby is declared to be, bounded, on the east by a line to run from the define . 

sea northwesterly upon the easterly line ot the township of Biddeford, 
as far as Narragansett, number one; from thence northeasterly on said 
Narragansett to the easternmost corner thereof; from thence northwest. 
erlyon said Narragansett to the northernmost corner thereof; from thence 
southwesterly on said Narragansett to Saco river; from thence up said 
Saco river as far as Pearsontown extends thereon; and from thence to 
run north two degrees west on it. true course as far as the utmost north· 
ern limits of this province; all the other boundary lines of said county 
to remain the same as heretofore. 
. SEC. 2. And be it further e.nacted, '1'hat the westernmost of the two Boundaries of 
new counties aforesaid shall be, and it is hereby declared to be, bounded, ~fu:.bdrland 
on the west by the easterly line of the county of York above described; e e. 

on the north by the utmost northern limits of this province; on the 
southeast by the sea or western ocean and by Casco bay; from the eas-
terly point of which bay, viz.: from SmalJpoint, the line shall run north· 
westerly upon said Casco bay to Newmeadows creek or river, and up 
said creek or river, as far as Stevens' carrying place at tbe head of 
said creek or river; thence across said carrying place to Merrymeeting 
bay and Androscoggin river; from thence it shall run up said Andros. 
coggin river thirty miles; and from thence north two degrees west on a 
true course to the utmost northeni limits of this province; including all 
the islands in Casco bay aforesaid, and on the sea coast of the said new 
county; and all the towns, districts and lands within the said bounds, 
together with the islands aforesaid, shall, from and after the first day of 
November, one thousan'd seven hundred and sixty, be and remain one 
.entire and distinct county, by the name of Cumberland, of which Fal. 
mouth shall be the shire or county town; and the inhabitants of said 
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