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,CONSTITUTION 

OF T1IB 

STATE OF MAINE, 
1'0= n< CONVENTION AT PORTLAlnl, OCTOBER TW]lli-orY-NTh"TII, Al-iLl AlIOPTED BY 

T1IB PEOPLE n< TOWN MEETINGS, ON THE 

SI=1I OF DEcIDrnER, A. D. 1819, AND OF T1IB ThLlEPENDn.. .. \'CE OF T1IB 

== STATES T1IB 1'OR=-1'OU1l.T1I. 

PREAMBLE. 
Objects of government. 

ARTICLE 1.' 
SECT. 1. Natural rights. 

2 . .All power inherent in the people. 
3. Religious freedom. .All sects equal. Religious tests prohibited. Right to 

elect teachers. 
4. Freedom of speech and publication: Truth may be given in evidence. 
5. Unreasonable searches. 
6. Rights of persons accused. 
7. No person to answer to a capital- or infamous crime but on indictment. Ex

ceptions. Juries. 
8. Not to be put in jeopardy twice for same offence. 
9. Sanguinary laws prohibited. 

10. Bailable offences. Habeas corpus. 
ll. Bills of attainder, &c., prohibited. 
12. Treason. 
13. Suspension of laws. 
14. Corporal punishment under military law. 
15. Right to petition. 
16. To keep and bear arms. 
17. Standing armies not to be kept. 
18. No soldiers to be quartered on citizens in time of peace. 
19. Right of redress for injuries. 
20. Trial by jury. 
21. Private property not to be taken without compensation. 
22. Taxes. 
23. Titles of nobility prohibited. 'Holding of office limited. 
24. Other rights not impaired. 

ARTICLE II. 

SECT. 1. Qualifications of electors. Exceptions. Written ballot. Soldiers and sea-
men in the United States service. Students at colleges or academies. 

2. Electors exempt from arrest on days of election. 
3. And from military duty. 
4. Time of election. 
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ARTICLE III. 

SECT. 1. Powers distributed. 
2. Powers to be kept separate. 

ARTICLE IV.-PAllT FIRST. 

SECT.!. Legislative department. Style of acts. 
2. House of representatives to consist of not less tban 100 nor more tban 200. 

Number of ,inbabitants to be ascertaineq. once in ten years at least. Repre
sentatives to be apportioned among tbe counties. 

3. Appprtionment among towns. 
4. Qualifications of a representative. 
5. Meetings for cboice of representati,es. Meetings of classed towns. 

6. Vacancies to be filled. 
7. House to cboose its officers. 
S. Power of impeachment. 

_ARTICLE IV.-PAllT SECOND. 

SECT. I: Senate to consist of not less tban 20, nor more tban 31. 
2. State to be districted once in ten years. Districts bow to be fonned. 
3. Meetings for cboice of senators. Electors in unincorporated places. 
4. Votes to be examined by tbe governor and council. 
5. Senate to decide as to tbe election of its members. Vacancies bow supplied. 

6. Qualifications of senators. 
7. Senate to try impeachments. Limitation of judgment. Party liable to be 

tried and punisbed. 
S. Senate to cboose its officers. 

ARTICLE IV.-PAllT THIRD. 

SECT. 1. Legislature to meet annually. Its powers. 
2. Acts to be signed by tbe governor. Proceedings in case be ilisappro,e. Bills 

to be returned by him in fi .. e days. 
3. Eacb bouse to judge of elections. Majority a quorum. 
4. May punisb and expel members. 
5. To keep a journal. Yeas and nays. 
6. May punisb for contempt. 
7. Compensation of members. Tra,eling el>:penses. 
S. Members exempted from arrest. Freedom of debate. 
9. Eitber bouse may originate bills. Re,enue bills. Proviso. 

10. Members not to be appointed to certain offices. Proviso. 
11. Persons disqualified to be members. 
12. Adjournments. 

ARTICLE V.-PAllT FIIlST. 

SECT. 1. Governor. 
2. Elected for one year. 
3. Meetings for cboice of governor. Votes to be returned to secretary of state. 

Provision in case tbere is no cboice. 
4. Qualifications of governor. 
5. Disqualifications. 
6. Compensation. 
7. Commander-in-chief of tbe militia. Not to marcb tbe militia out of tbe state. 
S. Witb advice of tbe counsel to appoint officers. 
9. To give infonnation to tbe legislature, and recommend measures. 

10. May'require infonnation of any officer. 
11. May remit penalties, and grant pardons. 
12. To enforce tbe laws. 
13. To convene tbe legislature on extraordinary occasions, and adjourn it in case 

of disagreement. May cbange place of meeting. 
14. Vacancy bow supplied. 



CONSTITUTION OF MAINE: 

.ARTICLE V.-PART SECO:tiD. 

SECT. 1. Council to consist of seven. 
2. Councilors how chosen. Privileged from arrest. 
3. Journal to be kept of their proceedings. 
4. Persons disqualified to be councilors. Not to be appointed to any office • 

.ARTICLE V.-PART T1IIllJJ. 

SECT. 1. Secretary how chosen. 
2. To keep the records of. the state. May appoint deputies. 
3. To attend the governor and council. 
4. To preserve the records of the executive and legislative departments . 

.ARTICLE V.-PART FOURTH. 

SECT. 1. Treasurer how chosen; eligible for only five years in succession. 

2. To give bond. 
3. Not to engage in trade, &c. 
4. No money to be drawn but by warrant. Account of receipts and expenditures 

to be published. 

.ARTICLE VI. 

SECT. 1. Supreme and other courts. 
2. Compensation of justices of S. J. Court. 
3. To give their opinions when required by either branch of the gove=ent. 
4. Tenure of judicial offices. 
5. Justices of the peace and notaries. 
6: Justices of the supreme judicial court to hold no other office • 

.ARTICLE VII. 

SECT. 1. Military officers, by whom elected. 
2. Manner of conducting elections. 
3. Major generals. Adjutant general. Staff officers. 
4. Organization of the militia. 
5. 1Vh0 may be exempted from military duty • 

.ARTICLE VIII. 

SECT. 1. Legislature to require of towns to support public schools. Shall endow col
leges and academies. Proviso • 

.ARTICLE IX. 

SECT. 1. Oaths and SUbscriptions. Before "hom to be taken. Proviso. 
2. Offices that are incompatible mth each other. 
3. Commissions. 
4. Elections on the first day of January may be adjourned from day to day. Order 

of filling vacancies. 
5. Every civil officer may be removed by impeachment or address. 

6. Tenure of office. 
7. Valuation. 
8. Real estate tobe taken according to its Talue • 

.ARTICLE X • 

. SECT.1. Meeting- of the first legislature. Elections for 1820. Senators apportioned. 
Representatives apportioned. Powers and duties of secretary of state pro 
tem. in relation to the votes. 

2. Duration of the first legislature. 
3. La"s now in force continue until repealed. 
4. Constitution, how amended. 
5. Persons in office to continue to hold their o'ffices. Part of a law ofMassachu

setts made a part of the constitution. 
6; Constitution to be enrolled on parchment. 

.. 

21' 
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AMENDMENTS. 
~T. I. Meetings in cities for election of ci,il officers regulated. 

II. Certain offences not bailable. 
=. Tenure of judicial officers. 
TV. Number of representatives to be 151. 
v:·Political year to commence the second Wednesday of May. 

TI. Credit of State not to be loaned; creation of State debt limited. 
VII. Representatives to be elected by plurality. 

VIII. Commencement of political year to be first Wednesday of January. 
IX. Judges of municipal and police courts, major generals, adjutant general, 

sheriffs, land agent, and attorney general, how elected.· Vacancies filled. 
Tenure of office. Staff officers, how appointed. 

PREAMBLE. 

Objects of go v- WE the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, insure 
e=ent. 'd fi 1 d 33 Maine, 283. tranquillity, proVl e or our mutua efence, promote our common 

welfare, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the blessings 
of liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts the goodness of 

the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in affording us an oppor

tuni.ty, so favorable to the design ; and, imploring his aid and 
direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form ourselves into 

a fr'ee and independent state, by"the style and title of the STATE 

OF M.An.TE, and do ordain and establish the following constitution 
for the government of the same. 

ARTICLE I: 

Declaration of Rigltts. 

Naturalri~hts. SECTION 1. All men are born equally free and independent, 
~ ~~::~: 4:ig: and have certain natural, inherent and unalienable rights, among 

~~ ~~::: ~~: which are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty, 

All power in
herent in the 
people. 

acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and of pursuing 
and obtaining safety and happiness. 

SEC. 2. All power is inherent in the people ; all free govern

ments are founded in their authority and instituted for their 

benefit; they have therefore an unalienable and indefeasible 

right to institute government, and to alter, reform, or totally 

change the same, when their safety and happiness require it. 

Religious free- SEC. 3. All men have a natural and unalienable right to wor

~8Maine, 379. ship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own con
sciences, and no one shall be hurt, molested or restrained in his 

person, liberty or estate for worshipping God in the manner 

and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience, 

Proviso. 

All religious 
sects.equal. 

nor for his religious professions or sentiments, provided he does 

not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct others in their religious 

worship; - and all persons demeaning themselves peaceably, as 

good members of the State, shall be equally under the protection 
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of the laws, and no subordination nor preference of anyone sect 
or denomination to another shall eyer be established by law, nor 

23. 

shall any reli!rlous test be required as a qualification for any Religious tests 
o • • .•. hi prohibited. 

office or trust, under this State; and all religIous SOCIeties ill t s 
State, whether :incorporate or unincorporate, shall at all times Riaht to elect 

haye the exclusiye right of electing their public teachers, and tea~hers. 
contracting with them for their support and maintenance. 

SEC. 4. Eyery citizen may freely speak, write and publish his Freedom 0df 
• speech an 

sentiments on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of this publication. 

liberty; no laws shall be passed regulating or restrainhtg the 
freedom of the press; and :in prosecutions for any publication 
respecting· the official conduct of. men :in public capacity, or the 
qualifications of those who are candidates for the suffrages of 
the people, or where the matter published is proper for public 
information, the truth thereof may be giyen :in eyidence, and:in T.ruth !Day )Ie 

all :indictments for libels, the Jury, after haYing receiyed the fe:.~~.m en
direction of the Court, shall haye a right to determine, at their 
discretion, the law and the fact. 

SEC. 5. The people shall be secure:in their persons, houses, Unreasonable 
• searches. 

papers and possessions from all unreasonable searches and SelZ- 13 Mass. 286. 
• 33 Maine, 564. 

ures; and no warrant to search any place, or seIZe any person 34 Maine, 126. 

thin h II . . h . 1 .. h I 34 Maine, 210. or g, s a Issue WIt out a speCla deSIgnation of t e p ace to 
be searched, and the person or thing to be seized, nor without 
probable cause - supported by oath or affirmation. 

SEC. 6. In all crinIinal prosecutions, the accused shall haye a Rights of per-
• " " sons accused. 

rIght to be heard by himself and his counsel, or elther, at Iris 2 Fairf. 208. 

election; 
To demand the nature and cause of the accusation, and haye 

a copy thereof; . 
To be confronted by the witnesses against him; 
To haye compulsory process for obta:ining witnesses ill Iris '39 Maine, 5!~ 

fayor; 

To haye a speedy, public and impartial trial, and, except :in 1 Greenl. 230. 

tri 1 1 ti I I . hill t b . f th ... 8 Greenl. 365. a s )y mar a awol' lIDpeac en, y a Jury 0 e VlCllllty. 2 Fairf. 203. 

H h II t b II d t fur . h "d . t 33 Maine, 127. e s a no e compe e 0 lllS or gIYe' eVl ence agams 37 :Maine, 165. 

him If b d . d f hi lifi lib ty t . . 37 Maine, 156. se ,nor e eprne 0 s. e, er, proper y or prlVl- 39 Maine, 258. 

leges, but by judgment of Iris peers or the law of the land. 
SEC. 7. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or No person to 

inf:. . un1 . di f d answer to a amous CrlIDe, ess on a presentment or m ctment 0 a gran capital or infa-
. t . f . hill t . h f .tr mou, crime Jury, excep m cases 0 lIDpeac en , or ill suc cases 0 ol1ences, but on indict-

. as are usually cognizable by a justice of the peace, or:in cases E~~~ptions. 
arising :in the army or nary, or :in the militia when :in actual . 
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service in time of war or public danger. The Legislatme shall 

r~~~nl. 439. provide by law a suitable and impartial mode of selecting jmies, 
and their usual number and unanimity, in indictments and con
victions, shall be held indispensable. 

!Oje~p~~djut SEC. 8. No person, for the same offence, shall be twice pnt in 
twice for same J' eopardy of life or limb. offence. 
37 M~e, 165. SEC. 9. Sanguinary laws shall not be passed: all penalties 
Sangumary 1 . hm h 11 b . d h "" . laws prohib- ane punlS ents s a e proportione to t e Ollence: exceSSIVe 
ited. bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 

Bailable offen-
ces. 
[See Amena
ments, Art. II.] 
Habeas cor
pus., 

nor nnusual punishments inflicted. 
SEC. 10. All persons, bif01'e conviction, slzall be bailable, ex

cept f01' capital offences, where tlze p1"Oof is evident 01' tlze p1'eS1l1np

tion great. Arid the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall 
'not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion ~r invasion 
the public safety may require it. 

Bills of attain-. SEC. 11. The Legislatme shall pass no bill of attainder, ex 
der, &c., pro-
hibited. post facto law, nor law impairing the obligation of contracts, and 
5~~~' • 
6 Greenl. 112, no attainder shall work corruption of blood nor forfmtui'e of 
355. 7 Greenl. 
474, 2 Fairf. estate. 
109, 118, 284. S 1" T . t 1.! St t h 11 . t nl . 1 18 Maine, 109. EC.~. reason agams tillS. a e s a conSlS 0 y m evy-
21 Maine 53. • • t' 1h' 't .,. th . 1 d 
23 Maine; 360. mg war agams It, ae ermg to 1 s enenues, gIVlllg em alC an 
24 Maine 590. b . d f unl h Treason.' - comfort. No person shall e convlCte 0 treason ess on t e 

Suspension of 
laws. 

testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or confession 

in open court. 
SEC. 13. The laws shall not be snspended bnt by the Legisla-

ture or its authority. 
Corporal pun- SEC. 14. No IJerson shall be subiect to COrIJoral punishment 
ishment under ~ 
military law. under military law, except such as are employed in the army or 

Right of peti
tion. 

To keep and. 
bear alms. 

navy, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or 

public danger. 
SEC. 15. The people have a right at all times in an orderly 

and peaceable manner to assemble to consult upon the common 
good,to give insti'uctions to their representatives, and to request, 
of either department of the government by petition or remon
strance, redress of their wrongs and gI'ievances. 

SEC. 16. Every citizen has a right to keep and bear arms for 
the common defence; and this right shall never be questioned. 

Standing SEC. 17. .No standing army shall be kept up in time of peace 
nrmies not to 
be kept. without the consent of the Legislature, and the military shall, in 

. Nos oldiers to 
be quartered 

all cases, and at all times, be in strict subordination to the civil 

power . 
SEC. 18.' No soldier shall in time of peace be quartered in 
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any house without the consmit of the owner or occupant, nor in 0.n citizens in 
. . time of peace. 

time of war, but m a manner to be prescrIbed by law. . 
SEC. 19. Every person, for an injury done him in his person, Right of re-

t ti· t" . hall h d . b d dress for in-repu a on, proper y or lIDIDUllltIes, s ave reme y y ue juries. 
f I d . ht d' . h III OJ" t d fi: I 33 Maine, 558. course 0 aw; an rIg an JustIce s a Je aCLIDilllS ere 'ee y 

and without sale, completely and without denial, promptly and 
without delay. 

SEC. 20. In all civil suits, and in all controversies concerning Trial by jury. 
th . h 11 h . ht t tr' 11 . 3 Greenl. 97. property, e parties' s a ave a rIg 0 a Ia Jy Jury, except 25 Maine, 488. 

. h' h h t fi b th' ti' . d th 35 :r.laine, 255. m cases were It as ere 0 ore een 0 erWIse prac se: e 39 Maine, 413. 

party claiming the right may be heard by himself and his coun-
sel, or either at his election. 

SEC. 21. Private property shall not be taken for public uses Prh-ate prop-
., t' unl h bli . . erty not to be WIthout Just compensa IOn; nor ess t e pu c eXIgencIes re- taken mth?ut 
. . . compensation. 

qUITe It. 7 Greenl. 273. 

SEC. 22. No tax or duty shall / be imposed without the con- ~ ~~i:r~~~~5. 
sent of the people or of their representatives in the Legislature. ~l:.-fr~~Z~·. 

SEC. 23. No title of nobility or hereditary distinction, privi- ~ni~:~: m: 
leo'e honor. or emolument shall ever be granted or connrmed 34 Maine, 247. '" " , Taxes. 
nor shall any office be created the appointment to which shall ?'itles ~~obil-, . Ity prohibIted. 
be for a longer time than during good behavior. ~ffi~:~ted. 

SEC. 24. The enumeration of certain rights shall p.ot impair Oth~r rig.."ts 
. not =palIed. 

nor deny others retamed by the people. 

ARTICLE II. 

Electrrrs. 

SEC. 1. Every male citizen of the United States of the age Qualifications 
d

. of electors. 
of twenty-one years and upwar s, excepting paupers, persons Exceptions. 

d ill h· d Inill t t d h . hi 'd 7 Greenl. 497. un er gnar ans IP, an ans no axe, avmg s reSI ence 
established in this State for the term of three months next pre-
ceding any election, shall be an elector for Governor, Senators 
and Representatives, in the town or plantation where his resi-
dence is so established; and the electiQns shall be by written bal- Written baUot. 

. th mili't 1 . . f 7 Greenl. 492, lot.. But persons m e ary, nava or marme serVIce 0 497 .• 

the United States, or this State, shall not be considered as ~~~~:~5 i~n~he 
having obtained such established residence lJY being stationed ~~~~.States 
in any 'garrison, barrack or military place, in any town or planta-
tion; nor shall the residence of a student at any seminary of Students at 
learning entitle him to the right of suffrage in the town or plan-~~~dg~:s~d 
tation where such seminary is established. 

SEC. 2. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason, felony or Electors ex-
h f h b 'vil d fr . h empt from ar-breac 0 t e peace, e prI' ege 'om arrest on t e days of 

4 
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rest ~n days of election, dming ·their attendance at, going to, and retmning 
election. 
8 Green!. 187. therefi·om. 
And from mili
tary duty. 

T.ime of elec
tion. 

Powers dis
tributed. 
3 Greenl. 326. 
4 Green!. 140. 

SEC. 3. No elector shall be obliged to do duty in the militia 
on any day of election, except in time of war or public danger. 

SEC. 4. The election of Governor, Senators and Represen
tatives, shall be on the seconel Monday of SeptemlJer annually 
forever. 

ARTICLE III. 

Distribution oj powers. 

SEC. 1. The powers of this government shall be dividecl in
to three distinct departments, the Legislative, Executive anel Ju

dicial. 
Powers to be SEC. 2. No person or persons, belonging to one of these de-
kept separate. 
3 Green!. 372, partments, shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging 
r-&~een!. 14. to either of the others, except in the cases herein expressly cli-
32 Maine 526. • , rected or permItted. 

Legislative de
partment. 

Style of acts. 

ARTICLE IV.-PART FIRST. 

LEGISLATIVE POWER. House oj Representatives. 

SEC. 1. The legislative power shall he vested in two distinct 
branches, a House of Representatives, and a Senate, each to have 
a negative on the other, and both to be styled the Legislature oj 
jllaine, and, the style of their acts and laws, shall be, "Be it 
enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in Legislature 
assembled. " 

House o! rep- SEC. 2. The House oj Representatives shall consist oj not less 
resentatr,es to 
consist of not than one hundred 1W1' more than two hllnd1'ed members, to be elected 
less than 100, b lift d 1 fi I' d Z' nor more than y the qua 2 e e ecton 01' one year JTom the ay next prece{ zng 
200. tlw annual meetinE oj the LeEislature. The LeEislature, which 
[See Ame1ld- ~ ~ ~ 

11le]nts, Art. shall jint be convened under this constitution, shall, on or bifore the 
IV. 

Number of in- fijieenth day oj August in the year oj our Lord one thousand eio-ht 
habitants to be d d d d 7 L . I . . b 
ascertained hun ·re an twenty-one, an tile egzs ature, wztllZn every subse-
once in ten . d ,r d 1 fi 7 b years at least. quent peno 0 at most ten yean an at east ve, cause tile n1lln er 

Representa
tives to be ap
portioned 
among the 
counties. 
3 Green!. 477. 
33 Maine, 587. 

oj the inh[Lbitants qf the State to be ascertained, exclusive oj for
eigners not natu.ralized, and Indians not taxed. The number oj 
representatives shall, at the several-periods oj making such en1llner
ation, be fixed and apportioned among the several counties, as near 
as may be, according to the n1l1nber oj inhabitants, having Tegard 
to the Telative increase oj population. The number qf Tepresenta-

. tives shall, on said first apportionment, be not less than one hundred 
nor more than one 1l1lndred and fifty; and, whenever the number of 
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Representatives shall be two hun(Zreel, at the next annual meetings 
of elections, which shall tllCreafter be hael, and at every subsequent 
period if ten years, the people shall give in their votes, whether tllC 

, number if Representatives shall be. increased or diminished, and if a 
majority of votes are in favor tlwreq{, it shall be the eluty if the next 
Legislature tllCreafter to increase or eliminish tlw nmnber by the 
nile hereinafter prescribeel. 

27 

SEC. 3. Each town having fifteen hunch'ed inhabitants may Apportion-
. . " ment among 

elect One representative ; each town havmg three thousand seven towns. 
.; 6 Greenl. 486. 

hundred and fifty may elect two; each town havmg SIX thousand 
seven hunch'ed and fifty may elect three' each town havinO" ten [See Amend-

, t:J ments, Art. 
thousand five hundred may elect fOUl'; each town having fifteen IT.] 

thousand may elect five; each town having twenty thousand two 
hunch'ed and fifty may elect six; each town having twenty-six 
thousand two hunch'ed and fifty inhabitants may elect seven; but 
no town shall ever be entitled to more than seven representa-
tives: and towns and plantations duly organized, not having 
fifteen hunch'ed inhabitants, shall be classed, as conveniently as 
may 1Je, into districts containing that number, and so as not to 
divide towns; and each such district may elect one represent-
ative; and, when on this apportionment the number of repre
sentatives shall be two hunch'ed, a different apportionment shall 
take place upon the above principle; and, in case the fifteen 

, hundred shall be too large or too small to apportion all the re'p
resentatives to -any county, it shall be so increased 01' diminished 
as to give the number of representatives according to the above 
rule and proportion;. and whenever any town 01' towns, planta
tion or plantations not entitled to elect a representative shall 
detcrrrine against a classification with any other town or planta
tion, the LegislatUl'e may, at each apportionment of represent
atives, on the application of such town or plantation, authorIze 
it to elect a representative for such portion of time and such 
periods, as shall 1Je equal to its portion of representation; and 
the right of representation, so established, shall not be altered 
until the next general apportionment. 

SEC. 4. No person shall be a member of the House of Repre- Qualifications 
• 11 • of a represent-sentatives, unless he sha , at the commencement of the penod ative .• 

for which he is elected, have been five years a citizen of the 
United States, have arrived at the age of twenty-one years, have 
been a resident in this State one year, or from the adoption of 
this constitution; and for the three months next prec~ding the 
time of his election shall have been, and, dUl'ing the period for 

" 
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\ . which he is elected, shall continue to be a resident in the town 
or district which he represents. 

:Meetings for SEC. 5. The meetings for the choice of representatives shall 
choice of rep- b' I 
rescntatives. e warned ill due course of law -by the se ectmen of the several 
[See A771und- t d I 1 fi h I ti' d h I ments, Art.!.] owns seven ays at east )e ore tee ec on, an t e se ectmen 
7 Greenl. 497. thereof shall preside impartially at such meetings, receive the 
25 Maine, 567. votes of all the qualified electors present, sort, count and declare 

them in open town meeting', and in the presence of the town 
clerk, who shall form a list of the persons voted for, with the 
number of votes for each person against his name, shall make a 
fair record thereof in the presence of the selectmen, and in open 
town meeting; and a fuir copy of this list shall be attested by 
the selectmen and town clerk, and delivered by suid select
men to each representative within ten days next after such elec-

Meetings of tion. And the towns and plantations orgunized by law, belong
classed to>1ns. 

ing to any class herein provided, shall hold their meetings at the 

[See A771ffld
ments,A17;. 
TIl.] 

[See Amend
ments, Art. Y 
and TIll.] 
[See Amend
ments, A11:. 
YII.] , 

Vacancies to 
be filled. 

sume time in the respective towns and plantations; and the town 
and plantation meetings in such towns and plantations shall be 
notified, held and regulated, the votes received, sorted, counted 
and declared in the same manner. And the assessors and clerks 
of plantutions shull have all the powers, and be subject to all 
the duties, which selectmen and town clerks huve, and are subject 
to by this constitution. And the selectmen of such towns, and 
the assessors of such plantations, so classed, shall, within foill' 
duys next after such meeting, meet at some place, to be pre
scribed and notified by the selectmen or assessors of the eldest 
town, or plantution, in such class, and the copies of said lists 
shall be then exumined and compared; und in case any person 
shall be elected by a majority of all the votes, the selectmen or as
sessors shall deliver the certified copies of such lists to the per-
son so elected, within ten duys next after such election; and the 
clerks of towns and plantations respectively shall seal up copies 
of all such lists and cause them to be delivered into the secre-
tury's office twenty days at least before the jint Wednesday in 
Janua1'Y annually; but in cuse no person shall huve a majo1'ity of 
votes, the selectmen and assessors shull, as soon as may be, notify 
another meeting, and the s,ame proceedings shall be had at every 
future meeting until an election shall have been effected: pl'ovid
ed, thut the Legislature muy by law prescribe a different mode 
of returning, examining and ascertaining the election' of the rep
resentutives in such classes. 

SEC. 6 .. Whenever the seat of a member shall be vacated by 
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death, resignation, or otherwise,the vacancy may be :filled by a 
new election. 

29 

SEC. 7. The House of Representatives shall choose their House to 
choose its ofli-

speaker, clerk and other officers. cers. 

SEC. 8." The House of Representatives shall have the sole Pmver ofim
peachment. 

power of' impeachment. 

ARTICLE IV.-PART SECOND. 

Sena.te. 

SEC. 1. The Senate shall consist of not ress than twenty, nor S.enate to con
SISt of not less 

more than thirty-one members, elected at the same time, and for than 20, nor 
• • more than 3l. 

the same term, as the representatIves, by the qualified electors 7 Greenl. 489. 

of the districts, into which the State shall from time to time be 
divided. . 

SEC. 2. The Le~slature, which shall l)e :first convened under State to be dis-
c:> tricted once in 

this constitution, shall, on or before the fifteenth day of .A.~crust in ten years. 

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty· 
one, and the Legislature at every subsequent period of ten yeats, 
cause the state to be divided into districts for the choice of sena-
tors. The districts shall conform, as near as may be, to county Districts how 

lin d b . d din t h b f inh b't to be formed. es, an e apportione accor got e nUll er 0 a I ants. 18 Maine, 45B. 

The number of senators shall not exceed twenty at the :first 
apportionment, and shall at each apportionment be increased, 
until they shall amount to thirty-one, according to the increase 
in the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 3. The meetings for the election of senators shall be Meetings for 
• • choice of sena-

notified, held and reg;ulated, and the votes recClved, sorted, tors. 

counted, declared and recorded, in the same manner as those 
for representatives. And fair copies of the list of votes shall 
be attested by the selectmen and town clerks of towns, and the 
assessors and clerks of plantations, and sealed up in open town 
and plantation meetings; and the town and plantation clerks 
respectively shall cause the same to be delivered into the secre-
tary's office thirty days at least before the first Wednesday of Jan- [SeeAmend-

A 11 th lifi d I t li' . I . lIumts, A1'1~. uary. ..tI...ll 0 er qua e e ec ors, Vlllg ill paces umncorporat- v and 'VIII.] 

ed, who shall be assessed to the support of the government by !~eoc~~~a~d
the assessors of an adjacent town, shall have the privilege of places. 

voting for senators, representatives and governor in such town; 
and shall be notified by the selectmen thereof for that purpose 
accordingly. . . 

SEC. 4. The Governor and Council shall, as soon as may be, Vote~ to b~ 
. th . . . ' exa=ed by 

examme e returned copIes of such lists, and, twenty days the governor 
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and council. 
[See Amend
ments, Alt. V 
and VIII.] 

CONSTITUTION OF 1UThTE. 

before the said fint Wednesday of Janua7'y, issue a summons to 
such persons, as shall appear to be elected by a majority of the 
votes in each district, to attend that day and take their seats. 

Senate to de- SEC. 5. The Senate shall, on the saidfiTSt Wednesday of Jan1l-
cide as to the 
election of its ary, annually, determine who are elected by a majority of votes 
members. 
[See Amend- to be senators in each district; and in case the full number of 
ments, Alt. V. 
and TIlL] senators to be elected feom each district shall not have been so 
Vacancies how elected, the members of the house of representatives and such 
supplied. • 
6 Greenl. 514. senators, as shall have been elected, shall, from the highest num-
~5GMea~1~,4~~3. ber(3 of the persons voted for, on said lists, equal to twice the 

Qualifications 
of senators. 

number' of senators deficient, in every district, if there be so 
many voted for, elect by joint ballot the number of senators re
quired; and in this manner all vacancies in the Senate shall be 
supplied as soon as may be, after such vacancies happen. 

SEC. 6. The senators shall be twenty-five years of age at the 
commencement of the term, for which they are elected, and in 
all other respects their qualifications shall be the same, as those 
'of the representatives. 

SEC. 7. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all im
peachments, and when sitting for that purpose shall be on oath or 
affirmation, and no person shall be convicted without the concur

Limitation of rence of two-tbh'ds of the members present. Their judgment, 
judgmen;. 

however, shall not extend farther than to removal from office, 

Senate to try 
impeach
ments. 

and disqualification to hold or enjoy any office of honor, trust or 
Party liable to profit under this State. But the party, whether convicted or 
be tried and 
punished. acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial, judg-

ment and punishment according to law. 
Senate to SEC. 8. The Senate shall choose their president, secretary 
choose its offi.-
cers. and other officers." 

..A. R TIC LEI V . - PAR T T HI R D. 

LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

[See Amend- SEC. 1. The Legislature" slzall convene on tlw fint Wednesday 
ments, Alt. V 
and. VIII.] of January annually, and shall have full power to make and 
~~~s~"n~~~~. establish all reasonable laws and regulations for the defence and 
Its powers. fi f h I f thi ·S 't t thi . 6 Greenl. 412. bene tot e peop e 0 s tate, not repugnan 0 s constl-
9 Greenl. 54. • "tha" t f th U 't d St t 16 Maine, 479. tution, nor to 0 e nl e a es. 
~c~at~~e 343. SEC. 2. . Every bill or resolution, having the force of law, to 
signed by the which the concurrence of both houses may be necef?sary, except 
governor. 

on a question of adjournment, which shall have passed both 
houses, shall be presented to ,the governor, and if he approve, he 
shall sign it; if not, he shall return it with his objections to the 
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house, in which it shall have originated, which shall enter the ProceediI!gs in 
case he clisap

objections at large on its journals, and proceed to reconsider it. proye. 
If after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree 
to pass it, it shall be sent together with the objections, to the 
other house, by which it shall be reconsidered, and, if approved 
by two-thirds of that house, it shall have the same effect, as if it 
had been signed by the Governor: but in all such cases, the votes 
of both houses shall be taken by yeas and nays, and the names 
of the persons, voting for and against the bill or resolution, shall 
be entered on the journals of both houses respectively. If the Bills to be.re. turned byh= 
bill or resolution shall not be returned by the Governor within in fiYe days. 
five days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented 
to him, it shall have the same force and effect, as if he had signed 
it, unless the Legislature by their adjournment prevent its retul'll, 
in which case it shall have such force and effect, unless returned 
within three days after their next meeting', 

SEC. 3. Each house shall be the judge of the elections and !,ach house to 
f . b d .. II Judge of eIec-qualifications 0 Its own mem ers, an a m8i)onty sha constitute tions. 1IIajori-
1 b · b II b d' ty a quorum. a quorum to c 0 USllless ; ut a sma er num e1.' may a JOurn 

from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent mem-
bers, in such manner and under such penalties as each house 
shall provide. 

SEC. 4. Each hOTIse may determine· the rules of its proceed- 1IIay punish 
and expel 

ings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the members. 
concurrence of two-thircls, expel a member, but not a second time 
f6r the same cause. 

SEC. 5. Each hOTIse shall keep a jOl1l'llal, and fr'om time to Tokeep a jour
time pUblish its proceedings, except such parts as in their judg- nal. 
ment may require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members Yeas and nays. 
of either house on any question, shall, at the desire of one-fifth . 
of those present, be entered on the journills. 

SEC. 6. Each house, during its session,'may punish by impris- lIay punish 
. . for contempt 

onment any person, not a member, for disrespectful or disorderly 
behavior in its presence, for obstructing any of its proceedings, 
threatening, assaulting or abusing any of its members for any 
thing said, done, or doing in either house: provided, that no im- Proyiso. 
pris~nment shall extend beyond the period of the same session. 

SEC. 7. The senators and representatives shall receive STIch Compensation 
compensation, as shall be established by law; but no law increas- of members. 

ing their compensation shall take effect during the existence of 
the Legislature, which enacted it. The expenses of the mem- Traveling ex
bel'S of the House of Representatives in traveling to the Legis- penses. 
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lature, and retul'Dlng therefrom, once in each session and no 
more, shall be paid by the State out of the public treasury to 
every member, who shall seasonably attend, in the judgment of 
the house, and does not depart therefrom without leave. 

SEC. 8. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases 
except treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from 
arrest during their attendance at, going to, and returning from 

Freedomofde- each session of the Legislature, and no member shall be liable 
bate. to answer for any thing spoken in debate in either house, in any 

:Members ex
empted from 
arrest. 
16 Maine, 132. 

court or place elsewhere. 
Eitherp.~use SEC. 9. Bills, orders or resolutions, may originate in either 
may orlgmate . . bills. .' house, and may be altered, amended or reJected m the other; 
Revenue bills. 11 bill.c . . h 11 ., . h H Proviso. but a s ~or ralsrng a revenue s a ongrnate m t e ouse of 

Rel)resentatives, but the Senate may propose amendments as in 
other' cases; provided, that they shall not, under color of amend
ment introduce any new matter, which does not relate to raising 

a revenue. 
Members !lot SEC. 10. No senator or representative shall, during the 
to be appomted to certain term for which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any 
3~r~s~n1. 481. civil office of profit under this State, which shall have been 
32 Maine, 52(3. t d th 1 t f hi h . d d' h crea e ,or e emo umen sow c mcrease urmg suc term, 

except such offices as may be filled by~ elections by the people: 
Proviso. provided that this prohibition shall not extend to the members of 

the :first Legislature. 
Persons dis- SEC. 11. No member of CongTess, nor person holding any 
members. office under the United States (post officers excepted) nor office qualified to be 

of profit under this State, justices of the peace, notaries public, 
coroners and officers of the militia excepted, shall have a seat 
in either house during his being such member of Congress, or 

his continuing in such office. 
Adjournments. SEC. 12. Neither house shall, during the session, 'without the 

consent of the other, adjourn for ))lore than two days, nor to any . 
other place than that in which the houses shall be sitting. 

Governor. 

Elected for one 
rear. 
lSeeAme1Zd
ments;Art .. y· 
ami nq:] ~, : 

ARTICLE V.-PART FIRST. 

. EXECUTIVE POWERS. 

SEC. 1. The supreme executive power of this State shall be 

vested in a Govemor. 
SEC .. 2. The Govemor shall be elected by the qualified elect-

ors, and shall hold his office one year from the first Wednesday of 
January in each year. 

SEC. 3. The meetings for election of Govemor shall be noti-
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fied, held and regulated, and. votes shall be received, sorted, Meetings for 
choice of go.

counted, declared and recorded, in the same manner as those emor. 
for senators and representatives. They shall be sealed and re- Votes to bere-
'.' turned to sec-

tID:ned' llltO the secretary's office III the same manner, and at the retary of state. 
same time as those for senators. And the secretary of state for [See Amend-

h . b' h 11 7 fi TrT d d ,/, Ji h t ments, Art. v t e tIme emg, sa, on tile 1'St YI" e nes ay 0 anum'y, t en nex , and VIII.] 

lay the lists before the Senate and House of Representatives, to be 
by them examined, and, in case of a choice by a majority of all the 
votes returned, they shall declare and publish the same. But, if Pronsion ~ 

1 h .. f h H f R . case there lS no. person shal ave a maJorIty 0 votes, t e ouse 0 epre- no choice. 
sentatives shall, by ballot, from the persons having the four highest 
numbers of votes on the lists, if so many there be, elect two 
persons, and make return of their names to the Senate, of whom 
the Senate shall, by ballot, elect one, who shall be declared the 
Governor. 

SEC. 4. The Governor shall, at the commencement of his Qualifications, 
term, be not less than thirty years of age; a natural born of governor. 

citizen of the United States, have been five years, or from the 
adoption of this constitution, a resident of tho State; and at 
the time of Iris election and during the term for which he is 
elected, be a resident of said State. 

SEC. 5. No person holding any office or' place under the l?isqualifica
United States, this State, or any other' power, shall exercise the hons. 
office of Governor. 

SEC. 6. The Governor shall, at stated times, receive for his qompensa
services a compensation, which shall not be increased or dimiri- tion . 

. ished during his continuance in office. 
SEC. 7. He shall be commander in chief of the army and Co=ander ir.. 

h S d f h iIi· . h 11 chief of the navy of t e tate, an 0 t e m tIa, except w en ca ed into militia. 
the actual service of the United States; but he shall not march Not to march 

f h .. . f h S . . the militia out nor convey any 0 t e CItizens out 0 t e tate WIthout theIr of the state. 
consent, or that of the Legislature, unless it shall become neces-
sary, in order to march or transport them from one part of the 
State to another for the defence thereof. 

SEC. 8. He shall nominate, and; with the advice and consent With advice or 
h 0 il . t II . ill . 1 ffi' h 1 the council to of t e ounc, appolll a JU CIa 0 cers, t e attorney genera, appoint ofli-

the slw1'iffs, coron~rs, registe1'S .if probate, ~nd notaries public; and ~~::. Amend

he shall also nommate, and WIth the adVIce and consent bf the monts, Art. 

Oouncil, appoint all other civil and military officers, whose ap~ ~'~aine, 526. 

pointment is not by this constitution, or shall not by law be 
otherwise provided for; and every such nomination shall be 
made seven days, at least, prior to such appointment. 

5 
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To give infor
mation, and 
reco=end 
measures. 

]YIay require 
information of 
any officer. 
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SEC. 9. He shall feom time to time give the LegislatUJ.·e 
information of the condition of the State, and recommend to their 
consideration such measmes, as he may judge expedient. 

SEC. 10. He may require information feom 'any Iililitary offi
cer, or any officer in the executive department; upon any subject 
relating to the duties of their respective offices. 

May remit p en- SEC. 11. He shall have power, with the advice and consent 
alties and 
grant pardons. of the Council, to remit, after conviction, all forfeitmes and 

penalties, and to grant reprieves and pardons, except in cases 
of impeachment. 

To enforce the SEC. 12. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully exe-
laws. 

cuted. 
To convene SEC. 13. 
the legislature 

He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the 
on extrao;din- Legislatme; and in case of disag;reement between the two houses 
ary occaSIOns, ·th h . f d' d' h 
and adjourn it WI respect to t e time 0 a Jomnment, a JOurn t em to such 
in case of disa- • • 
greement. time, as he shall think proper, not lJeyond the day of the next 
May change annual meeting; and if, since the last adjomnment, the place 
place of meet-
ing. where the LegislatUJ.·e were next to convene shall have become 

Vacancy how 
supplied. 
6 Green!. 506. 

7 Green!. 489. 

dangerous from an enemy or contagious siclmess, may direct the 
session to be held at some 'other convenient place within the 
State. 

SEC. 14. Whenever the office of Governor shall become vacant 
by death, resignation, removal feom office or otherwise, the 
president of the Senate shall exercise the office of Governor 
until another Governor shall be duly qualified; and in case of the 
death, resignation, removal from office or other disqualification 
of the president of the Senate, so exercising the office of Gover
nor, the speaker of the House of Representatives shall exercise 
the office, until a president of the Senate shall have been chosen; 
and when the office of Governor, president of the Senate, and 
speaker of the House shall become vacant, in the recess of the 
Senate, the person, acting as secretary of state for the time 
being, shall by proclamation convene the Senate, that a president 

I 

may be chosen to exercise the office of Governor. ..And when-
ever either the president of the Senate, or speaker of the House 
shall so exercise said office, he shall receive only thecompen-
sation of Governor, hut his duties as president or speaker shall 
be suspended; and the Senate or House shall fill the vacancy 
until his duties as Governor shall cease. 
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.ARTICLE Y.-PART SECOND. 

COUNCIL. 

SEC. 1. There shall be a' Council, to consist of seven persons, qouncil to con-SISt of seven. 
citizens of the United States, and residents of this State, to ad-
vise the Governor in the executive part of government, whom the 
Governor shall have full power, at his discretion, to assemble; 
and he with the Councilors, or a majority of them may from 
time to time, hold and keep a Council, for ordering and directing 
the affairs of State according to law. 

SEC. 2. The Councilors shall be chosen annually, on the first Counci 
. . d how chosen. 

Wednesday of Ja1LUa1'Y, by Jomt ballot of the senators an repre- [See Amend-

sentatives in convention' and vacancies which shall afterwards m01lts, Art. Y , . ' and VIII.] 
happen, shall be :filled in the same manner; but not more than 
one Councilor shall be elected from any district, prescribed for 
the election of senators; and they shall be privileged from arrest Privileged 

. from arrest. 
in the same manner, as senators and representatives. 

SEC. 3. The resolutions and advice of Council shall be re- Journal to be 

1 d . . t d' d b th J • th t kept of their core e ill a regIs er, an srgne y e memJers agreemg ere 0, proceedings. 
which may be called for by either,house of the Legislature; and 
any Councilor may enter his dissent to the resolution of the 
majority. 

SEC. 4. No member of congress, or of the Legislature of this Persons dis
State, nor any person holding any office under the United States, i~=il.~r~~ be 
(post officers excepted) nor any civil officers under this State, 
(justices of the peace and notaries public excepted) shall be 
Councilors. .And no Councilor shall be appointed to any office Not to be ap-
during the time,for which he shall have been elected. ~ffi~:~d to any 

.ARTICLE Y.-PART THIRD. 

SECRETARY. 

SEC. 1. The Secretary of State shall be chosen annually at Secretary how 
the fu'st session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the sena- chosen. 
tors and representatives in convention. 

SEC. 2. The records of the State shall be kept in the office To keep the 

f h S t h . hi d . .i> h records of the o t e ecre ary, w 0 may appomt s eputies, lor w ose .con- state. May 
duct he shall be accountable. \ 'N'e~~int depu-

SEC. 3. He shall attend the Governor and Council, Senate To attend the 
d H f R t t·· b hi d . go,ernor and an ouse 0 epresen a wes, ill person or y s eputies, as council. 

they shall respectively require. 
SEC. 4. He shall carefully keep and preserve the records of To preserve 

11 h ffi · 1 t d lin f . the records of ate 0 CIa ac s an proceec gs 0 the Governor and Council, the executive 
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and legislative 
departments. 
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Senate and House of Representatives, and, when required, lay 
the same before either branch of the Legislature, and perform 
such other duties as are enjoined by this constitution, or shall be 
required by law. 

ARTICLE V.-PART FOURTH. 

TREASURER. 

Treasurer ?-~w SEC. 1. The Treasurer shall be chosen annually, at the fu'st 
~feo~~~~v~lis~~_ session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the senators, "and 
~cl;~ve years representatives in convention, but shall not be eligible more 

To give bond. 

Not to engage 
in trade. 

than five years successively. 

SEC. 2. The Treasurer shall, before entering on the duties of 
his office, give bond to the State with sureties, to the satisfac
tion of the Legislature, for the faithful discharge of his trust. 

SEC. 3. The Treasurer shall not, during his continuance in 
office, engage in any business of trade or commerce, or as a bro-
ker, nor as an agent or factor for any merchant or trader. 

No money to SEC. 4. No money shall be ill'awn from the treasury, but by 
be drawn but 
by ",arrant. warrant from the Governor and Conncil, and in consequence 
Account of re- of appropriations made by law; and a regular statement and 
ceipts and ex- t f th . t d li f 11 lli penditures to accoun 0 e recmp s an expenc tures 0 a pu J c money, 
be published. shall be pU1Jlished at the commencement of the annual session of 

Supreme and 
other courts. 
3 Greenl. 326. 
4 Greenl. 140. 

Compensation 
of justices of 
S. J. Court. 

To give their 
opioion when 
required by 
either branch 
of the govern
ment. 

the Legislature. 

ARTICLE VI. 

JUnICIAL POWER. 

SEC. 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in a 
Supreme Judicial Court, and such other courts as the Legislature 
shall froID time to time establish. 

SEC. 2. The justices of the Supreme Judicial Court shall, at 
stated times receive a compensation, which shall not be dimin
ished during their continuance in office, but they shall receive no 
other fee or reward. 

SEC. 3. They shall be obliged to give their opinion upon im
portant questions of law, and upon solemn occasions, when 
required by the Governor, Council, Senate or House of Repre
sentatives. 

Tenure of judi- SEC. 4. All judicial officers, except justices of the peace, shall 
ciaI offices. d d 
21 Maioe, 550. hold their offices uring good behavior, but not beyon the age of 
[See Amelld-
ments, Art. seventy yean. 
~~tes of the SEC. 5. Justices of the peace and notaries public, shall hold 
f:ri~~.and no- their offices during seven years, if they so long behave themselves 
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well, at the expiration of which term, they may be reappointed or 
oth,ers appointed, as the public interest may require. 
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SEC. 6. The justices of the Supreme Judicial Comt shall hold Justic~s o.f t~e 
• supreme Judi-

no office under the Umted States, nor any State, nor any other cial court to 
• • • hold no other 

office under this State, except that of Justice of the peace. office. 

ARTICLE VII. 

MILITARY. 

SEC. 1. The captains and subalterns of the militia shall be Officers, by 

1 . . whom elected. 
e ected by the written votes of the members of theIr respective 25 Maine, 157. 

companies. The field officers of regiments by the written votes 
of' the captains and subalterns of their respective regiments. 
The brigadier generals in like manner, by the field officers of 
their respective brigades. 

SEC. 2. The Legislatme shall, by law, direct the manner of Manner. of 

ifyin. .. d kin conducting not g the electors, conducting the elections, an rna g re- elections. 

turns to the Governor of the officers elected; and, if the elect-
ors shall neglect or refuse to make such elections, after being 
duly notified according to law, the Governor shall appoint suita-
ble persons to fill such offices. 

SEC. 3. The major generals shall be elected by the Senate Major gene-

d H R h h 
. . rals. 

an ouse of epresentatives, eac avmg a negative on the 
other. The adjutant geneml and qua7·te7·-rnaste7· geneml shall be Adjutantgene-

, . ral. 
appointed by the Govemor and Council; but the adjutant general [See Amend-

• ment, Art. IX.] 
shall perform the duties of. quarter-master general, until other-
wise directed by law. The major generals and brigadier gen-
erals, and the commanding officers of regiments and battalions Staff officers. 

h II . h' . tf ffi d II mili' 2 Greenl. 431 •. 
S a appomt t en' respective sta 0 eel's; an a. tary 
officers shall be commissioned by the Governor. 

SEC. 4. The militia, as divided into divisions, brigades, Organization 
of the militia. 

regiments, battalions and companies pmsuant to the laws now in 
force, shall remain so organized, until the same shall be altered 
by the Legislatme. 

SEC. 5. Persons of the denominations of quakers and shak- Who may be 
• • • • • •. exempted from 

ers, Justices of the Supreme JudiCIal Court and illlllisters of the military duty. 

gospel may be exempted from military duty, but no other person 
of the age of eighteen and under the age of forty-five years, 
excepting officers of the militia who have been honoral)ly dis-
charged, shall be so exempted, unless he shall pay an equivalent 
to be fixed by law. 
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Legislature to 
require of 
towns to sup
port public 
schools. 
31 Maine, 272. 

Shall endow 
colleges and 
academies. 

Proviso. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

LITERATURE. 

A general diffusion of the advantages of education being es
sential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of the peo
pIe; to promote this important object, the Legislature are au
thorized, and it shall be their duty to require, the several towns 
to make suitable provision, at their oWn expense, for the support 
and maintenance of public schools; and it shall further be their 
duty to encourage . and suitably endow, from time to time, as the 
circumstances of the people may authorize, all academies, colleges 
and seminaries of learning within the State: provided, that no 

. donation, grant or endowment shall at any time be made by the 
Legislature to any literary institution now established, or which 
may hereafter be established, unless, at the time of making such 
endowment, the Legislature of the State shall have the right to. 
grant any further powers to, alter, limit or restrain any of the 
powers vested in, any such literary institution, as shall be judged 
necessary to promote the best interests thereof. 

ARTICLE IX. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Oaths. and sub
scriptions. 

SEC. 1. Every person elected or p,ppointed to either of the 
places or offices pr.ovided in this constitution, and every person 
elected, appointed, or commissioned to any judicial, executive, 
military or other office under this State, shall, before he enter 
on the discharge of the duties of his place or office, take and sub
scribe the following oath or afliTmation: "I do 
swear, that I will support the constitution of the United States 
and of this State; so long as I shall continue a citizen thereof. 
So help me God." 

3 Greenl. 372. 

Before whom 
to be taken. 

"I do swear, that I will faithfully dischaJ.'ge, to the 
best of my abilities, the duties incumbent on me as 
according to the constitution and the laws of the State. So help 
me God." Provided, that an afliTmation in the above forms may 
be substituted, when the person shall be conscientiously scrupu
lous of taking and subscribing an oath. 

The oaths or affil'mations shall be taken and subscribed by the 
Governor and councilors before the presiding officer of the Sen
ate, in the presence of both houses of the Legislature, and hy the 
senators and representatives hefore the Governor and Council, 
and by the residue of said officers before such persons as shall 
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be prescribed by the Legislatme; and whenever the Governor or 
any councilor shall not be able to attend dming the session of 
the Legislatme to take and subscribe said oaths or affirmations,. 
such oaths or affirmations may be taken and subscribed in the 
recess of the Legislatme before any justice of the Supreme Judi-
cial Comt: pmvided, that the senators and representatives, first Proviso. 
elected under this constitg.tion, shall take and subscribe such 
oaths or affirmations before the president of the convention. 
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SEC. 2. No person holdinIT the office of justice Of the Supreme 9fficesth~t are 
b mcompatible 

Judicial Comt, or of any inferior comt, attorney general, county with each 
. other. 

attorney, treasmer of the state, adjutant general, Judge of pro-
bate, register of probate, register of deeds, sheriffs or their depu-
ties, clerks of the judicial comts, shall be a member of the 
Legislatme; and any person holding either of the foregoing 
offices, elected to, and accepting a seat in the Congress of the 
United States, llhall thereby vacate said office; and no person 
shall be capable of holding or exercising at the same time within 
this State, more than one of the offices before mentioned. 

SEC. 3. .All commissions shall be in the name of the State, Commissions. 
signed by the Governor, attested by the flecretary or his deputy, 
and have the seal of the State thereto affixed. 

SEC. 4. .And in case the elections, required by this constitu- Elections on 
the first Wcd

tion on the first Wednesday of JanUa1"!J annually, by the two ncsday of Jan-
. uarymay be 

houses of the Leglslatme, shall not be completed on that day, "djourned 
h b d· d fr d d til 1 d' from day to t e same may e a oomne . 'om ay to ay, un comp ete ,ill day. 

the following order: the vacancies in the Senate shall first be £,S:'~tt1A~~~ 
filled; the Governor shall then be elected, if there be no choice aolld

d 
TIIIf']fillin 

r er 0 g 
by the people; and afterwards the two houses shall elect the vacancies. 
Council. 

SEC. 5. Every person holding any civil office under this State, Every civil 
b d b · hm fi . d . ffi officcr may be may e remove y IDIpeac ent, or llilS emeanor ill 0 ce; remo,ed by 

h ldin b h G 
impeachment 

and every person 0 g any office, may e removed by t e ov- or address. 
ernor, with the advice of the Council, on the address of both 
branches of the Legislatme. But before such address shall pass 
either house, the causes of removal shall be stated and entered 
on the journal of the house in which it originated, and a copy 
thereof served on the pBI'son in office, that he maybe admitted 
to a hearing in his defence. 

SEC. 6. The tenme of all offices, which are not or shall not Tenure of 
be otherwise provided for, shall be dming the IJleasme of the .office. 
Governor and Council. 

SEC. 7. While the public expenses shall be assessed on polls Valu"tion. 
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Real estate to 
be taxed ac
cording to its 
value. 

Meetiog of the 
fust legisla
ture. 

Elections for 
820. 

Senators ap
portioned. 
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and estates, a general valuation shall be taken at least once in 

ten years. 
SEC. 8. .All taxes upon real' estate, assessed by authority of 

this State, shall be apportioned and assessed ~qua~y, according 

to the just value thereof. 

ARTICLE X. 

SCHEDULE. 

SEC. 1. The first Legislature shall meet on the last Wednes
day in May next. The elections on the second Monday in Sep
tember annually shall not commence until the year one thousand 
eight himdred and twenty-one, and in the mean time the elec
tion for Governor, senatoi·s and representatives shall be on the 
first Monday in April, in the' year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty, and at this election, the same proceedings 
shall be had as are requir~d at the elections, provided for in this 
constitution on the second Monday in September annually, and 
the lists of the votes for the Governor and senators shall be 
transmitted, by the town and plantation clerks respectively, to 
the ,secretary of state pro temp()1'e, seventeen days at least before 
the last Wednesday in May next, and the president of the con
vention shall, in pre'sence of the secretary of 'state pro tem,pol'e, 
open and examine the attested copies of said lists so returned 
for senators, and shall have all the powers, and be subject to aU 
the duties, in ascertaining, notifying, and summoning the sena
tors, who appear to be elected, as the Governor and Council 
have, and are subiect to, by this constitution: provided, he shall 
notify said senators fourteen days at least before the last Wed
nesday in May, and vacancies shall be ascertained and filled in 
the manner herein' provided: and the senators to be elected on 
the said first Monday of April, shall be apportioned as follows: 

The county of York shall elect three. 
The county of Cumberland shall elect three. 
The county of Lincoln shall elect three. 
The county of Hancock shall elect two. 
The county of Washington shall elect one. 
The county of Kennebec shall elect three. 
The county of Oxford shall elect two. 
The county of Somerset shall elect two. 
The county of Penobscot shall elect one. 

And the members of the House of Representatives shall be 
elected, ascertained, and returned in the same manner as herein 
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provided at elections on the second Monday of SeptemlJer, and ~epresenta-
. .. . hves appor-

the first House of RepresentatIves shall consIst of the followmg tioned. 
number, to be eleated as follows: 

COUNTY OF YORK. The towns of York and Wells may each York. 
elect tWo representatives j and each of the remaining towns 
may elect one. 

COUNTY OF CIDIBERLA...'ID. The town of Portland may elect Cumberland. 
three representatives ; North Yarmouth, two; Brunswick, two; 
Gorham, two;' Freeport and Pownal, two; Raymond and Otis-
field, one; Bridgton, Baldwin and Harrison, one; Poland and 
Danville, one;: and each remaining town one. 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN. The towns of Georgetown and Phips- Lincoln. 
burg may elect one representative; Lewiston and Wales, one; 
St. George, Cushing and Friendship, one; Hope and Appleton 
Ridge, one; Jefferson, Putnam and Patricktown plantation, one; 
Alna and Whitefield, one; Montville, Palermo, and Montville 
plantation, one; Woolwich and Dresden, one; and each remain-
ing town one. 

COUNTY OF HANCOCK. The town of Bucksport may elect one Hancock. 
representative; Deer Island, one; Castine and Brooksville, one; 
Orland and Penobscot, one; Mt. Desert and Eden, one; Vinalha-
ven and Islesborough, one; Sedgwick and Bluehill, one; Goulds
borough, Sullivan and plantations No.8 and 9 north of Sullivan, 
one; Surry, Ellsworth, Trenton and plantation of Mariaville, one; 
Lincolnville, Searsmont and Belmont, one; Belfast and N orth-
port, one; Prospect and Swanville, one; Frankfort and Munroe, 
one; Knox, Brooks, Jackson and Thorndike, one. 

COUNTY OF W ABHINGTON. The towns of Steuben, Cherryfield Washington. 
and Harrington, may elect one representative; Addison, Colum-
bia and Jonesborough, one; Machias, one; Lubec, Dennysville, 
plantations No.9, No. 10, No. 11, No. 12, one; Eastport, one; 
Perry, Robbinston, Calais, plantations No.3, No.6, No.7, No. 
15, and No. 16, one. 

COUNTY OF KlThTNEBEC. The towns of Belgrade and Dearborn Kennebec. 
may elect one representative; Chesterville, Vienna and Rome, 
one ; Wayne and Fayette, one; Temple and Wilton, one; Wins-
low and China, one; Fali'fax and Freedom, one ; Unity, Joy and 
twenty-file mile pond plantation, one; Harlem and ~1alta, one; 
and each remaining town one. 

COuNTY OF OXFORD. The towns of Dixfield, Mexico.l, Weld O:rloru. 
and plantations Nos. 1 and 4,.may elect one representative; Jay 
and Hartford, one; Livermore, one; Rumford, East Andover and 

6 
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plantations Nos. 7 and S, one i Tmner, one i Woodstock, Paris 
and Greenwood, one i Hebron and Norway, one i Gilead, Bethel, 
Newry, Albany and Howard's Gore, one i Porter, Hiram and 
Brownfield, one i Waterford, Sweden and Lovell, one; Denmark, 
Fryebmg and Fryebmg addition, one i Buckfield and Sumner, 

one. 
Somerset. COUNTY OF SOMERSET. The town of Fairfield may elect one 

representative i Norridgewock and Bloomfield, one; Starks and 
Mercer, one i Industry, Strong and New Vineyard, one i Avon, 
Phillips, Freeman and Kingfield, one; .Anson, New Portland, 
Embden and plantation No.1, one i Canaan, Warsaw, Palmyra, 
St. Albans and Corinna, one i Madison,Solon, Bingham, Moscow 
and N ortbhill, one i ,Cornv-ille, Athens, Harmony, Ripley and War
renstown, one. 

Penobscot.' COUNTY OF PENOBSCOT. The towns of Hampden and N ewbmg 
may elect onerepresentativ-e; Orrington, Brewer and Eddington 
and plantations adjacent on the east side of Penob~cot river, one; 
Bangor, Orono and Sunkhaze plantation, one i Dixmont, Newport, 
Carmel, Hermon, Stetson, and plantation No.4 in the 6th range, 
one i Lev-ant, Corinth, Exeter, New Charlestown, Blakesbmg, 
plantation No.1 in 3d range, and plantation No.1 in 4th range, 
one i Dexter, Garland, Guilford, Sangerville, and plantation No. 
3 in 6th range, one i Atkinson, Sebec, Foxcroft, BroWllv-ille, 
Williamsbmg, plantation No.1 in 7th range, and plantation No. 
3, in 7th range, one. 

Powers and .And the secretary of state pro tempore shall hav-e the same 
dutie's of sec- d b' b' th d" I' h ret~ry of.state powers, an e su ~ect to e same unes, ill re atlOn to t e 
f:tio~~~there- v-otes for Gov-ernor, as the secretary of state has, and is subject 
Totes. to, by this constitution: and the election of Gov-ernor shall, on 

the said last Wednesday in May, be determined and declared, in 
the same manner, as other elections of Gov-ernor are by this 
constitution i and in case of v-acancy in said office, the presi
dent of the Senate, and speaker of the House of Representa
tives, shall exercise the office as herein otherwise prov-ided, and 
the councilors, secretary and treasmer, shall also be elected 
on said day, and hav-e the same powers, and be subject to the 
same duties, as is provided in this constitution; and in case of 
the death or other disqualification of the president of this con
v-ention, or of the secretary of state pro tempore, before the 
election and qualification of the Gov-ernor or'secretary of state 
under this constitution, ,the persons to be designated by this 
cOIt,ention at their session in January next, shall hav-e all the 
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powers and perform. all the duties, which the presic1entof this 
convention, or the secretary pro tempore, to be by them appoint
ed, shall have and l)erform. 
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SEC. 2. The period for which the Governor, senators and Duration of 
. : the first legis-

representatives, councilors, secretary and treasUTer, first elected lature. 
or appointed, are to serve:iri. their respective offices and places, 
shall COmmence on the last Wednesday in May, in the year of 
OUT Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and continue 
until the fu'st Wednesday of January, in the year of OUT Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two. 

SEC. 3. .All laws now in force in this State, and not repug- Laws now.in 
force continue 

nant to this constitution, shall remain, and lJe in force until until repealed. 
altered or repealed by. the Legislature, or shall expire by their 
own limitation. 

SEC. 4. The Legislature, whenever two thirds of l)oth houses Constitution 
how to be 

shall deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this con- amended. 
stitution; and when any amendments shall be so ag'l'eed upon, a 
resolution shall be passed~and. sent to the selectmen of the sev-
eral towns, and the assessors of the several plantations, em
powering and directing them. to notify the inhabitants of their 
respective towns and plantations, in the manner prescribed by 
law, at their next annual meetings in the month of Septem-
ber, to give in their votes on the question, whether such amend-
ment shall be made; and if it shall appear that a majority of the 
inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of such amend-
ment, it shall become a part of this constitution. 

SEC. 5. .All officers provided for in the sixth section of an Persons in ot:-
. . fice to continue 

act of the ComTI+onwealth of Massachusetts, passed on the mne- to hold their 
teenth day of June, in the year of OUT Lord one thousand eight offices. 
hunrn'ed and nineteen, entitled" an act relating to the separation 
of the district of Maine from Massachusetts l)roper, and forming 
the same 'into a separate and independent State," shall. continue 
in office as therein provided; and the following provisions of said Part of a law 

h 11 1 f l.! •• 1 . h of Massachu-act s a )e a part 0 tillS constItution, Sll )Ject owever to lJe setts mad!: a 
difi d ill d th . . 'b d 1 th· part of this mo e or annl e as erem IS prescn e ,anCl not 0 erWlSe, constitution. 

to wit: 
"Sec. 1. Whereas it has lJeen represented to this Legisla

we, that a majority of the people of the district of :Maine are 
desirous of establishing a separate and independent government 
within said district: therefore, 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
general court assembled, and by the autlwrity of tlte same, That the 
consent of this commonwealth be, and the same is hereby given, 
that the district of Maine may be formed and erected into a 
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separate and independent state, if the people of the said district 
shall in the manner, and by the ma;jority hereinafter mentioned, 
express their consent and agTeement thereto, upon the following 
terms and conditions: and provided the congTess of the United 
States shall give its consent thereto, before the fourth day of 
March next: which terms and conditions are as follows, viz. 

"F£nt. .All the lands and buildings belonging to the common
wealth, within Massachusetts proper, shall continue to belong to 
said commonwealth, and all the lands helonging to the common
wealth, within the district of Maine, shall belong, the one-half 
thereof ,to the said commonwealth, and the other half thereof, to 
the state to be formed within the said district, to be divided as 
is hereinafter mentioned; and the lands within the said district, 

9 Greenl. 88. which shall belong to the said commonwealth, shall be free from 
taxation, while the title to the said lands remains in the common
wealth; and the rights of the commonwealth to. their lands, 
within said district, and the remedies for the recovery thereof, 
shall continue the same, within the proposed state, and in the 
courts thereof, as they now are within the said coIlJ.IiJ.onwealth, 
and:ill the courts thereof; for which purposes, and for the main
tenance of its rights, and recovery of its Jands, the said common
wealth shall be entitled to all other proper and legal remedies, 
and may appear in the courts of the proposed state and in the 
courts of the United States, holden therein; and all rights of 
action for, or entry into lands, and of actions upon bonds, for 
the breach of the performance of the condition of settling duties, 
so called, which have accrued or may accrue, shall remain in this 
commonwealth, to be enforced, commuted,' released, or other
wise disposed of, in such manner as this commonwealth may 
hereafter determine: provided however, that whatever this com
monwealth may hereafter receive or obtain on account thereof, 
:if any thing, shall, after deducting all reasonable charges relating 
thereto, be divided, one-third part thereof to the new state, and 
two-third parts thereof to this commonwealth. 

"Second. .All the arms which have been received by this com
monwealth fl'Om the United States, under the law of congress, 
entitled, "an act making provisions for arming and equipping the 
whole body of militia of the United States," passed April the 
twenty-third, one thousand ~ight hundred and eight, shall, as 
soon as the said district shall become a separate state, be divided 
between the two states, in proportion to the returns of the militia, 
according to which, the said arms have been received from the 
United States, as aforesaid. 

"Thi'l·d. .All money, stock or other proceeds, hereafter deriv
ed from the United States, on account of the claim of this com
monwealth, for disbursements made, and expenses incurred, for 
the defence of the state, during the late war with Great Britain, 
shall be received by this commonwealth, and when received, shall 
be divided between the two states, in the proportion of two 
thirds to this commonwealth, and one third to the new state. 

" Fourth. .All other property, of every description, belonging 
to the commonwealth, shall be holden and receivable by the same 
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as a fund and security, for all debts, annuities, and Indian subsi
dies, or claims due by said commonwealth; and within two years 
after the said district shall have become a separate state, the com
missioners to be appointed, as hereinafter provided, if the said 
states cannot otherwise agree, shall assign a just portion of the 
productive property, so held by said commonwealth, as an equiv
alent and indemnification to said commonwealth, for all such debts, 
annuities or Indian subsidies or claims, which may then remain 
due, or unsatisfied: and all the surplus of the said property, so 
holden as aforesaid, shall be divided between the said. common
wealth and the said district of Maine, in the proportion of two
thirds to the said commonwealth, and one-third to the said dis
trict-and if, in the judgment of the said commissioners, the 
whole of said property, so held, as a fund and security, shall not 
be sufficient indemnification for the purpose, the said district 
shall be liable for and shall pay to said commonwealth one-third 
of the deficiency. 

" Fifth. The new state shall, as soon as the necessary ar- ' 
rangements can be made for that purpose, assume and perform 
all the duties, and obligations of this commonwealth, towards the 
Indians within said district of Maine, whether the same arise 
from treaties, or otherwise; and for this purpose shall obtain the 
assent of said Indians, and their release to this commonwealth 
of claims and stipulations arising under the treaty at present 
existing between the said commonwealth and said Indians; and 
as an indemnification to such new state, therefore, this com
monwealth when such aITangements shall be completed, and the 
said duties and obligations assumed, shall pay to said new state, 
the value of thirty thousand dollars, in manner following, viz. : 
the said commissioners shall set off by metes and bounds, so 
much of any part of the land within the said district, falling to . 
this commonwealth in the division of the public lands, herein
after provided for, as in their estimation shall be of the value of 
thirty thousand dollars; and this commonwealth shall, thereupon, 
assign the same to the said new state, or in lieu thereof, may pay 
the sum of thirty thousand dollars at its election; which election 
of the said commonwealth, shall be made within one year from
the time that notice of the doings of the commissioners, on this' 
subject, shall be made known to the Governor and Council; and 
if not made within that time, the election shall be with the new 
state. ' . 

" Sixth. Commissioners, with the powers and for the pur
poses mentioned in this act, shall be appointed in manner 
following: the executive authority of each state· shall appoint 
two; and the four so appointed or the major part of them; shall 
appoint two more: but if they cannot agree in the appointment, 
the executive of each state shall appoint one in addition; not 
however, in that case, to be a citizen of its own state. .And any 
vacancy happening with respect to the commissioners shall be 
supplied in the manner provided for their original appointment; 
and, in addition to the powers herein before given to said com
missioners, they shall have full power and authority to divide all 

45 
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the pulJlic lands withln the district, between the respectIve states, 
in equal shares, or moities, in severalty, having regard to quan
tity, situation and quality; they shall determine what lands shall 
be surveyed and divided, from time to time, the expense of which 
surveys, and of the commissioners, shall be borne equally by the 
two states. They shall keep fair records of their doings, and 
of the surveys made by their dll-ection, copies of which records, 
authenticated by them, shall be deposited from time to time in 
the archives of the respective states; transcripts of which, pro
l)erly certified, may be admitted in evidence in all questions 
touchlng the subject to which they relate. The executive author
ity of each state may revoke the power of either or both its 
commissioners: having, however, first appointed a substitute, or 
substitutes, and may fill any vacancy happening with respect to 
its own commissioners; four of said commissioners shall consti
tute a quorum, for the transaction of business; their decision 
shall be final upon all subjects withln their cognizance. In case 
said commission shall expire, the same not having been com
pleted, and either state shall request the renewal or filling up of 
the same, it shall be renewed or filled up in the same manner, as 
is herein provided for filling the same, in the first instance, and 
with the like powers; and if either state shall, after six months 
notice, neglect or refuse to appoint its commissioners, the other 
may fill up the whole commission. 

6 Greenl. 175. "Seventh..AlI grants of land, franchises, immunities, corpor-
ate or other rights, and all contracts for, or grants of land not 
yet located, which have been or may be made by the said com
monwealth, before the separation of said district shall take place, 
and having or to have effect within the said district, shall continue 
in full force, after the said district shall become a separate state. 
But the grant which has been made to the president and trustees 
of Bowdoin College, out of the tax laid upon the banks, withln 
this commonwealth, shall be charged upon the tax upon the banks 
withln the said district of Maine, and paid according to the terms 
of said grant; and the president and trustees, and the overseers 
of said college, shall have, hold and enjoy their powers and privi
leges in all respects; so that the same shall not be subject to be 
altered, limited, annulled or restrained except by judicial pro
cess, according to the principles of law; and in all gTants here
after to be made, by either state, of unlocated land withln the 
said district, the same reservations shall be made for the benefit 
of schools and of the ministry, as have heretofore been usual, in 
gTants made by this commonwealth. And all lands heretofore 
granted by this commonwealth, to . any religious, literary or elee
mosynary corporation, or society, shall be free from taxation, while 

. the same continues to be owned by such corporation, or society. 
4 Greenl.124." Eighth. No laws shall be passed in the proposed state, with 

. regard to taxes, actions, or remedies at law, or bars. or limitations 
thereof, or: otherwise making any distinction between the lands 
and rights of. property of proprietors, not resident in, or not cit
izens of said proposed state, and the lands and rights of proper
ty of the citizens of the proposed state, resident therein; and 
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the rights and liabilities of all persons, shall, after the said separ
ation, continue the same as if the said district was still a part of 
this commonwealth, in all suits pending, or judgments remaining 
unsatisfied on the fifteenth day of March next, where the suits 
have been commenced in Massachusetts proper, and process has 
been served within the district of Maine; or commenced in the 
district of Maine, and proc·ess has been served in Massachusetts 
proper, either by taking hail, making attachments, arresting and 
detaining persons, or otherwise, where execution remains to be 
done; and in such suits the COUl'ts within Massachusetts proper, 
and within the proposed state, shall continue to have the same 
jUl'isdiction as if the said district had still remained a part of the 
commonwealth. And this commonwealth shall have the same 
remedies within the proposed state, as it now has, for the collec
tion of all taxes, bonds, or debts, which may be assessed, due, 
made,or contracted; by, to, or with the commonwealth, on or be
fore the said fifteenth day of March, within the said district of 
Maine; and all officers within Massachusetts proper and the dis
trict of Maine, shall conduct themselves accordingly. 

" ]'lintl~. These terms and conditions, as here set forth, when 
the said district shall become a separate and independent state, 
shail, ipso facto, be incorporated into, and become and be a part 
of any constitution, provisional or other, under which the govern-

47. 

ment of the said propcsed state, shall, at any time hereafter, be 
administered; subject however, to be modified, or annulled by 1 Sumn. 276. 

the agreement of the legislatUl'e of both the said states; but by 
no other power or body whatsoever." 

SEC. 6, This constitution shall be enrolled on parchment, de- Constitution to be enrolled 
posited in the secretary's office, and be the supreme law of the on parchment. 
State, and printed copies thereof shall be prefixed to the books 

. containing the laws of this State, 

AMENDMENTS, 

To the constitution of jlfaine, adopted in pursuance of tlw f01l1tl~ 
section of the tenth a1,ticle of the original constitution. 

ARTICLE I. 

The electors resident in any city may, at any meeting duly Ma~er of 
tifi d .!' h h' f ' .!' h . electing repre-no e Lor t e c OICe 0 representatIves, vote Lor suc repre- sentati.-es and 

t ' . h' . d tin' d th d ,other civil offi-senta lves ill t ell' respective war mee gs, an e war ens ill cers in cities, 
'd d· h ll· 'd' 'll t h ting' • h Adopted in sal war s s a presl e lDlpartia y a suc mee D'S, reCeIve t e pursuance a a 

votes of all qualified electors present, sort, count and ·declare M~~~he 7,f 1834, 

them in open ward meetings, and in the presence of the ward 
clerk, who shall form a list of the persons voted for, with the 
number of votes for each person against his name, shall make a 
fair record thereof in the presence of the warden, and in open 
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ward meeting; and a fair copy of this list shall be attested by 
the warden and ward clerk, sealed up in open ward meeting, and 
delivered to the city clerk within twenty-four hours after the 
close of the polls. And the aldermen of any city shall be in 
session at their nsual place of meeting, within twenty-four hours 
after any election, and in the presence of the city clerk shall 
examine and compare the copies of said lists, and in case any 
person shall have received a majority of all the votes, he shall be 
declared elected by the aldermen, and the city clerk of any city 
shall make a record'thereof, and the aldermen and city clerk 
shall deliver certified copies of such lists to the person or per-

. sons so elected, within ten days after the election. And the 
electors resident in any city may at any meefuigs duly notified 
and holden for the choice of any other civil officers, for whom 
they have been required heretofore to vote in town meeting, 
vote for snch officers in their respective wards, and the same pro
ceedings shall be had by the warden and ward clerk in each ward, 
as in the case of votes for representatives. And the aldermen of 
any city shall be in session within twenty-four hours after the 
close of the polls in such meetings, and in the presence of the 
city clerk shall open, examine and compare the copies from the 
lists of votes given in the several ward~, of which the city clerk 
shall make a record, and return thereof shall be made into the 
secretary of state's office in the same manner as selectmen of 
towns are reqUITed to do. 

.ARTICLE II. 

Bailable offen- No person before conviction shall be.bailable for any of the 
ces. Adopted. hi h ha b d . d . 1 ~ in pursuance crlDl.es, W c now are, or ve een enommate capIta ouences 
of a resolve of. h d ti f th titut' h th f"d March 30, 1837, srnce tea op on 0 e cons lOn, were e proo IS eVl ent 
as a substitute h t' t h t th . hID t f th . for the first or t e presnmp IOn grea ,w a ever e pums en 0 e CrlDl.eS 
clause of art. I, b 
sect. 10. may e. 

.ARTICLE III. 

~enure of judi- .All judicial officers now in office or who may be hereafter ap
Claloffices. 
Adopted in pointed shall, fr'om and after the :first day of March in the year 
pursuance of a • 
resolye of eighteen hundred and forty, hold theIT offices for the term of sev-
March 14, 1839, fr h' f h . . . 
as a substitute en years 'om t e tlDl.e 0 t eIT respectIve apporntments (unless 
~~~~rl: VI, sooner removed by impeachment or by address of both branches 

of the Legislature to the executive) and no longer, unless re
appointed· thereto. 

.ARTICLE IV. 

Section second, article fourth, part :first of the constitution, is 
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so far altered or amended as to read thus, "the House of Repre- Number.ofrep-

resentahves 
sentatives shall consist of one hundred and fifty-one members, to £..,ed at 151. 

• . Adopted in 
be elected by the qualified electors, for one year from the day pursuance of a 

next preceding the annual meeting of the Legislature. The Leg- A;~fr'~6,f 1841. 

islature, which shall first be convened under this constitution, 
shall, on or before the fifteenth day of August, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, and the Leg-
islature within every subsequent period of at most ten years, and 
at least five, cause the number of the inhabitants of the State 
to . be ascertained, exclusive of foreigners not naturalized and 
Indians not taxed. The number of representatives shall, at the 
several periods of making such enumeration, be fixed and appor-
tioned among the several counties as near as may be, according 
to the J?-umber of inhabitants, having regard to the relative li;t-
crease of population. The number of representatives shall on 
said first apportionment be not less than one hundred nor more 
than one hundred and fifty. 

ARTICLE V. 

The fifth section, article fourth, part fint; the tltird, fourth and Co=ence-
• • . • • ment of the 

fifth sectwns, artlcle fourth, part second; the first sectwn, artlcle political year 

h· d d d . d' . l -I: changed to the fourth, part t zr ; the secon an thzr sectwns, artzc e Jifih, pm·t second Wed-

Ii h d · . l -I:ifth d d h fi 7 nesday of lIIay. rst; t e secon sectwn,artlc e J~ ,part secon ; an t e ourtlZ Adopted in 
. . l . h 01' h .. fi l ed pursuance of a sectwn, art·zc e nznt , 0 t e constzt1ttzon, m'e so ar a tel' or resol,e of 

amended, as that the words "the second Wednesday qf May" are ~~~~.1844. 
substituted for the words" the fi1'st Wednesday qf January" in each ~!~t~Al::.d
of said sections; and the provisions of the constitution are so far "VIII.] 

altered or amended as that the Governor and other State officers 
elected for the political year commencing on the first Wednesday qf 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fortyjive, shall hold their offices till .the second Wednesday qf }rfay, 
in the year of our Lord. one thousand eight hundred andforty-six. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The credit of the State shall not be directly or indirectly loan- Credit of state 
• not to be 

ed ill any case. loaned. 

The Legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or Creation of 

lialJilities, on behalf of the State, which shall singly, or in the ag- i:iietbt 

gregate, with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at 
anyone time, exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except to 
suppress insurrection, to repel invasion, or for pm'Poses of war; 
but this amendment shall not lJe construed to refer to any money Exceptions. 

that has been, or may be deposited with this State by the gov-
7 
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Adopted in 
pursuance of 
resol,es of 
July 26, 1847. 

Representa.
ti,es to be 
elected by 
plurality. 
Adopted in 
pursuance of 
resol,es of 
Aug. 2, 1847. 
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ernment of the United States, or to any fund which the State 
shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe. 

.ARTICLE VII. 

The constitution of this State is amended in the :fifth section 
. of the first part of the fourth article, by striking out the words, 
" a majority of all the," and inserting instead thereof, the words, 
"the highest number of," and by striking out the words, "a rna

jority," where they again occur in the same section, and insert
ing instead thereof, the words, "the hi~hest number;" also in 
the first amendment to the constitution of this State, by striking 
out the words "a majority of all the," and inserting instead 
thereof the words, "the highest number of." 

.ARTICLE VIII. 

Commence-. • The:fifth section, article fourth, part first; the third, fourth 
ment of politi- d .cAh . . . I fi h d h fir . 
cal year an iliL sections, artIc e ourt, part secon ; test section, 
changed to the • I fi h hird th d· d third' . I first Wednes- artic e ourt , part t ; e secon an sections, artic e 
~;o~~~:~:ary· :fifth, part first; the second section, article :fifth, part second, and 
pursluance of the fourth section, article ninth, of the constitution, are so far al-
reso 1"eS of . 
Aug. 21, 1850. tered and amended, as that the words, "the :first Wednesday of 

January," are. substituted for the words, "second Wednesday of 
May," in each of said sections; and the provisions of the con
stitution are so far altered and amended as that the Governor 
and other. State officers, elected for the political year commenc
ing on the second Wednesday of May, eighteen hundred :fifty
one, shall hold their offices till the first Wednesday of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and :fifty-three; and there shall be 
no election of the same in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and :fifty-one. 

.ARTICLE IX. 

The sixth article of the constitution is amended by adding 
the following sections at the end of said article. 

Ju~ges a.nd "Sec. 7. Judges and registers of prol)ate shall be elected by 
reglsters of 
probate elect- the people of their respective counties, by a plurality of the votes 
ed, and tenure. • h 1 I' h d -. 
of office. grven ill at t e annua e ection, on t e secon lfIonday of Sep-

tember, and shaUhold their offices for four years, commencing 
on the first day of January next after their election. Vacancies 
occuring in said offices by death, resignation or otherwise, shall 
be :filled by election in manner aforesaid, at the September elec-

:-fcancies how tion next after their occurrence; and in the meantime, the Gov-
filled. • h h d' d he· eruor, Wit tea VIce an consent of t e ouncil, may :fill said 
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vacancies by appointment, and the persons so appointed shall 
hold their offices until the first day of JaI~uary thereafter." 

"SEC. 8. Judges of municipal and police courts shall be Jud~e~ of
l munlClpa 

51 

elected by the people of their respective cities and towns, by a court how 
elected, and 

plurality of the votes given in at the annual meeting in March tenure of office. 

0.1' April, and shall hold their offices for foUr years from the Mon-
day following the day of their election. Vacancies in said office Vacancies how 

tilled. 
shall be :filled by elections at the next annual meeting in March 
or April; and in the meantime, the Governor, with the advice 
and consent of the Council, may:fill said vacancies by appoint
ment, until the Monday following said annual meeting." 

The third section of the seventh article, is amended so that 
said section shall read: 

"SEC. 3. The major generals shall be elected by the Senate Major gener
als and adju-

and House of Representatives, each having a negative on the tant general 

other. The adjutant general and quartermaster general shall be 
how elected. 

chosen annually by joint ballot of the senators and representa-
tives in convention. But the adjutant general shall perform the 
duties of quartermaster general until otherwise directed by law. 
The major generals and brigadier generals, and the commanding Staff offic!,rs 

howappomted. 
officers of regiments and battalions, shall appoint their respective 
staff officers; and all military officers shall be commissioned by 
the Governor." 
, The ninth article is amended by inserting at the end thereof 
the following sections: 

"SEC. 9. Sheriffs shall be elected by the people of their Sheriffs how 
. . b I ali f th .. h elected, and respective counties, yap ur ty 0 e votes g1.yen In on t e tenure of 

second Monday of September, and shall hold their offices for two office. 

years, from the first day of January next after their election. 
Vacancies shall be £lIed in the same manner as is provided in Vacancies how 

tilled. 
the case of judges and registers of probate." 

"SEC. 10. The land agent and attorney general shall b~ Land agent 
• • and attorney 

chosen annually by JOInt ballot of the senators and representa- g~ner"l how 
.. ti· V .. 'd ffi . h elected. tives In conven on. acanCles In Sal 0 ces occurrmg w en Vacancies how 

the Legislature is not in session, may be :filled by appointment tilled. • 
Adopted m 

by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council. pursuance of 
resolves of 
March 17,1855. 
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