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| CONSTITUTION

OF THE |

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

PREAMBLE.
Objects of the constitution.

* - CONSTITUTION.

ArtIcLE I. Legislative power.
II. Executive power.
ITI. Judicial Power.
IV. Relative rights of states.
V.. How the constitution may be amended.
VI. Of former debts, supremacy of the constitution and laws of the United
States, and oath required of public officers.
VII. Of the ratification of the constitution.

ANENDMENTS.

I. Religious freedom and the rights of speech, the press, and of the people
to assemble and petition.
TI. Right to bear arms. }
II1. Restrictions on quartering troops.
TIV. Restrictions on the right of search and seizure.
V. Rights of persons charged with crimes, and of pnva.te property.
VI. Mode of trial in criminal cases.
VII. Of trials by jury in civil actions.
VIII. Of excessive bail, and restrictions on fines and other punishmelits.' '
TX. Rights reserved to the people.
X. Powers retained by the states and people.
XI. United States courts not to have jurisdiction of suits brought by individu-
als against one of the states.
XIT. Mapner of choosing president and vice president.
PREAMBLE.
‘Wz the People of the United States, in order to form a more Preamble.
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillify, pro- iﬁ:ﬁi 3%,1
eat. 1.

vide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and 7 peters, 2d3.
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, g}‘lﬁ;g{l,l;@
do ordain and establish this ConstiruTioNn for the United States

of America.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

ARTICLE 1.

SECTIO‘T I.

Legislative 1. All legislative powers herem grzmted shall be vestedm a
powers vested

in congress.  Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate
1 Wheat. 304.

and House of Representatives.

SECTION II.

HDUS: g_f rep- ], The House of Representatives shall be composed of mem-
Tesentatives

how composed. bers chosen every second year by the People of the several
11 Mass, 424,

states, and the electors in each state shall have the qualifications
requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the state -

, legislature. )

Qualification 2. No person shall be a representative who shall not have
of a represent- . ’
ative. attained to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a

citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected,
be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be chosen. '
ggggrgifogpre_ 3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned
sentatives and among the several states which may be included within this
direct taxes. Union, according to ‘their respective numbers, which shall be de-
termined by adding to the whole number of free persons, includ-
) ing those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding
Census. - Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other persons. The actual
enumeration shall be made within three years after the first
meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every
subsequent term of ten years,in such manner as they shall by
law direct. The number of representatives shall not exceed
one for every thu'ty thousand, but each state shall have at least
one representative; and until such enumeration shall be made,
the state of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three,
Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence plantations one,
Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania
eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Caro-
lina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.
Vacancies to 4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any
. be flled. state, the executive authouty thereof shall issue writs of election
| to fill such vacancies.
House of rep- 5. The house of representatives shall choose their speaker and
choose their other oﬁicers? and shall yave the sole power of impeachment.

Power of im- :
peachment. SECTION III.

Senate how 1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two

composed.




CONSTITUTION OF THE UXNITED STATES. 3

senators from each state, chosen by the legislature thereof, for
six years; and each senator shall have one vote.
2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence How dlassified.
of the first election, they shall be divided as equally as may be
into three classes. The seats of the senators of the first class
" shall be vacated at the expiration of the second year, of the sec-
ond class at the expiration of the fourth year, and of the third
class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one third may
be chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen by resig- Of temporary
nation, or otherwise, during the recess of the legislature of any appointments
state, the executive thereof may make temporary appointments
until the mext meeting of the legislature, which shall then fill
such vacancies.
3. No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained Qualifications
to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the of & senstor:
- United States, and who shall not, when élected, be an inhahitant
of that state for which he shall be chosen.
4. The Vice President of the United States shall be President vice president

to be president

of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally of the senate.
divided.

5. The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a Pres- President pro
ident pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice President, or when E)%I::e??(}ng;hl?;
he shall exercise the office of President of the United States.  ©°%™

6: The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeach- Power to try
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or Dt
affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried,

~the Chief Justice shall preside : and no person shall be convicted
without the concurrence of two thirds of the members present.

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further Effect of judg-
than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold and en- maent In such
joy any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States:
but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject

to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment, according to law.

. SECTION IV.

1. The times, places and manner of holding elections for sen- Times, places
ators and representatives, shall be prescribed in each state by 2{’;},&2“;2135
the legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Ef;zs‘ff eon
law make or alter such regulations, except as fo the places of
choosing senators. ‘ :

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, Sessionsannu-
and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, ol at leask.

unless they shall by law appoint a different day.
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CONSTITUTION  OF THE UNITED STATES.

SECTION V.

1. Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns and
qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each shall
constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the
attendance of absent members, in such manner, and under such
penalties as each House may provide. ‘

2. Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings,
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and with the concur-
rence of two thirds, expel a member.

3. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and

from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts as may
in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the’
members of either House on any question shall, at the desire
of one fifth of those present, be entered on the journal.
- 4. Neither House, during the session of Congress, shall, with-
out the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days;
nor to any other place than that in which the two Houses shall
be sitting.

SECTION VI.

1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compen-
sation for their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out:
They shall in all cases,
except treason, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged
from arrest during their attendance at the session of their re-
spective Houses, and in going to, and returning from the same;
and for any speech or debate in either House, they shall not be
questioned in any other place.

2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under the
authority of the United States, which shall have béen created,
or the emoluments whereof shall have been increased during
such time; and no person holding any office under the United
States, shall be a member of either House during hls continu-
ance in ofﬁce

SECTION VIL
1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House
of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with
amendments as on other bills.
2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a law, be
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presented to the President of the United States; if he approve
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his objections
to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter
the objectioﬁs at large on their journal, and proceed to re-con-
sider it.' If after such re-consideration two thirds of that House
shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the
objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be re-
considered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it
shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both
Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names
of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered
on the journal of each House respectively. If any bill shall
not be returned by the President within ten days (Sundays ex-
. cepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same
shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the
Congress by their adjournment prevent its return, in which case
it shall not be a law.

3. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence
of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary
(except on a question of adjournment) shall be presented to the
President of the United States; and before the same shall take
effect, shall be. approved by him, or being disapproved by him,
shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of
Representatives, according to the rules and limitations prescrib-
ed in the case of a bill.

SECTION VIII.

The Congress shall have power

1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, 1mposts and excises, to
pay the debts and provide for the common defence and general
welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts and excises
shall be uniform throughout the United States;

2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the
several states, and with the Indian tribes; (a)

4. To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform
laws on the subject of bankrupteies throughout the United
States;

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign
coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures;

(z) 5 How. 504, 13 How 518. 14 How. 665. 31 Maine, 360. 32 Maine, 343. 2
Gray, 339.

Also in case of
concurrent or-
ders, resolu-

tions or votes.

Powers of con-
ess. 2 Cran.
58. 5 Wheat.
1. 1 Cranch,
137. 4 Wheat.
122. 3 Dall.
171. 5 Wheat.
37. 9 Wheat. 1.

" 2 Peters, 449,

468. 9 TVheat.
1, 209. 11 Pet.
102. 2 Hall’s
Am. Law Jour.
235. 12 Pet. 72.

24 Pick. 359.

4 Met. 282.

2 Wheat. 259.
5 Wheat. 1.

4 Wheat. 122,
209. 12 Wheat.
213. 5 How.
410. 9 How.
560.




5 Wheat. 253.
3 Wheat. 610.

8 Cranch, 110.

12 Wheat. 19.

8 Mass. 72.
5 Wheat. 317.

2 Cranch, 358.

4 Wheat. 316.
2 Dall. 304.

1 Cranch, 137.
3 Wheat. 336.
5 Pet. 115.

6 Wheat. 204.
3 Wheat. 172.
7 Cranch, 116.

Restrictions
upon the pow-
ers of con-
gress. 1 Wash.
C. C. R. 499.

CONSTITUTION -OF - THE UNITED STATES.

© 6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the secu-
tities and current coin of the United States; -

7. To establish post offices and post roads; -

8. To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by
securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive
right to their respective writings and discoveries; '

9, To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;

10. To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on
the high seas, and offences against the law of nations;

11. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and
make rules concerning captures on land and water;

- 12. To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of
money to that use shall be for a longer term than two years;

13. To provide and maintain a navy;

14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the
land and naval forces;

15. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the
laws of the Union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions;

16. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining. the
militia, and for governing such part of them as may be employed
in the service of the United States, reserving to the states re-
spectively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of
training the militia according to the discipline preseribed by
Congress ; '

17. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever,
over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by
cession of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress,
become the seat of the government of the United States, and to
exercise like authority over all places purchased by the consent
of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be, for the
erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yar ds, and other
needful huildings; — and

18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other pow-
ers vested by this constitution in the government of the United
States, or in any department or officer thereof.

9 Wheat. 138 § Cranch, 289. 12 Wheat. 136

SECTION IX.

1. The migration or importation of such persons as any of -
the states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be
prohibited by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight
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hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such
importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person.

2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be sus-
pended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion, the pub-
5(d Safety may require it. :

3. No hill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be past.

4. No capitation, or other direct, tax shall he laid, unless in
"proportion to the census or enumeration herein hefore directed
to be taken.

7

3 Cranch, 448.
Cranch 73.

7 Wheat. 38.

3 Pet. 193.

9 Pet. 704.

12 Wheat. 19.

3 Dall. 386.

6 Cranch, 87.

12 Wheat. 213.

17 How. 456.

3 Dall. 171.

.-No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any

state.

6. No preference shall be given by any regulation of com-
merce or revenue to the ports of one state over those of anoth-
er: nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state, be obliged to
enter, clear, or pay duties in another.

7. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in conse-
quence of appropriations made by law; and a regular statement
and account of the receipts and ere]ldltlll‘ea of all public money
shall be published from time to time.

8. No title of nobility shall be granted by the Umted States:
and no person holding any office of profit or trust under them,
shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of -any pres-
ent, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, ﬁom any
king, prince, or foreign state.

BECTION X.

1. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confedera-
tion; grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin monmey; emit
bills of credit; make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender
in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto
law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, or grant any
title of nobility. (a)

2. No state shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay
any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except- what may
be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws: and
the net produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any state on
imports or exports, shall be for the use of the treasury of the
United States; and all such laws shall be subject to the revision

(@) 2 Gall. C. C. R. 138. 3Peters, 289. 4 Peters, 431, 514. 6 Cranch, 87. 6 Pick.
440. 3 Wash. C. C. R. 313. 7 Peters, 243. 4 Wheat. 192, 518. 12 Wheat. 213, 370.
11 Peters, 420, 257. 15 Mass. 447. 16 Mass. 245. ‘2 Fairf. 118. 4 Dallas, i 9
Dallas, 304. 'S Wheat. 1. 7 Cranch, 164. 9 Cranch, 43. 5 Peters, 456. 6 Wheat.
131. 2 Peters, 380, 627. 23 Maine, 318. 23 Pick. 360, 4 Peters, 410. 11 How. 185.
10 How. 511. 10 How. 190. 10 How. 281. 10 How. 402. 1 How. 311. 2 How. 608.
3 How.707. 6 How. 507. 6 How. 301. S How. 163. 10 How. 395. 3§ How. 133. 16
How. 369. 3 How. 534, & How. 295. 15 How. 304, 7 How. 279. 7 Cush. 53. .

Powers with-
held from the
individual
states.

5 Wheat. I,
420. 8 Pet. 88.

Congress may
permit certain
acts, otherwise
prohibited to
the states.

12 Wheat. 419.
21 Pick. 359.
12 How. 299.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

and control of the Congress. No state shall, without the con-
sent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships
of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact
with another state, or with a foreign power, or engage in wWar,
unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not
admit of delay.

ARTICLE II.

SECTION 1.
1. The esccutive power shall be vested in a President of the
United States of America. He shall hold his office during the
term of four years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen
for the same term, be elected, as follows. . . V

9. Rach state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature A
thereof may direct, a number of Electors, equal to.the whole
number of Senators and Representatives to which the state may
be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Represéntative,
or person holding an office of trust or profit under the United
States, shall be appointed an Elector.

8. The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by
ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall not be an inhab-
itant of the same state with themselves.  And they shall make a list
of all the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each ;
which list they shall sign and certify and transmit sealed to the
seat of the government of the United States, directed to the Presi-
dent of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the pres-
ence of the Senate and House of Represeniatives, open all the certi-
Jficates, and the votes shall then be counted. The person having the
greatest number of votes shall be the President, if such number be
a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed ; and if there
be more than one who have such majority, and have an equal num-
ber of votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately
choose by ballot one of them for President ; and if no person have a
magority, then from the five highest on the list the said House shall
in like manner choose the President. But in choosing the President,
the wotes shall be taken by states, the representation from cach
state having one vote ; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a
member or members from two thirds of the states, and a majority
of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, after
the choice of the President, the person having the greatest number
of wotes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there
should remain two or more who have equal votes, the Senate shall
choose from them by ballot the Vice President.




CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 9

4. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the Elec- Time of choos-
-tors, and the day on which they shall give their votes; which ﬁ&iﬁgr&ny
day shall be the same throughout the United States. shall vote-

5. No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of Quelifications -
the United States, at the time of the adoption of this Constitu- of president
tion, shall be eligible to the office of President; neither shall
any person be eligible to that office who shall not have attained -
to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen years a resi-
dent within the United States.

6. In case of the removal of the President from office, .of Provisions for
of his death, _resigna,ﬁon, or inability to discharge the powers oy in S
and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the ™™
Vice President, and the Congress may by law provide for the
case of removal, death, resignation, or inahility, hoth of the Pres-
ident and Vice President, declaring what officer shall then act
as President, and such officer shall act accordingly, until the dis-
ahility be removed, or a President shall be elected.

T. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services, President’s
a compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished “*™P*"**"°™
during the period for which he shall have been elected, and he
shall not receive within that period any other emolument from
the United States, or any of them.

8. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take His oath.
the following oath or affirmation : —

“T do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute
the office of President of the United States, and will, to the best
of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constifotion of
the United States.” :

SECTION TI. ' -

1. The President shall be commander in chief of the ATMY President to be

and navy of the United States, and of the militia of the several Smag der

: s . . 12 Wheat. 19
states, when called into the actual service of the United States; =
he may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in May require
. . . the opinion of
cach of the executive departments, upon any subject relating to the heads of
. s . department
the duties of -their respective offices, and he shall have power RCPM ensd
Eprieves an
to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the United pardons.
States, except in cases of impeachment.

. He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent Of treaties and
forcign inter-

of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two thirds of the Sen- course.

. 1 Cranch, 137.
,ators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with 1 Pet. 595,

. 92 Pet. 324,
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassa- 13 3 Pot. 415,

dors, other public ministers and consuls, Judges of the Supreme Appointment
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

Court, and all other officers of the United States, whose ap-
pointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall
be established by law: but the Congress may by law vest the
appointment of such inferior officers, as they think proper, in the
President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of depart-
ments. ,

3. The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies that
may happen during the recess of the Senate, by granting commis-
sions which shall expire at the end of their next session.

[
SECTION III.

1. He shall from time to time give to the Congress information
of the State of the Union, and recommend to their consideration
such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he
may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both houses, or either
of them, and in case of disagreement between them, with re-
spect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such
time as he shall think proper; he shall receive- ambassadors and
other public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be faith-
fully executed, and shall commission all the officers of the United
States.

SECTION IV.

1. The Pfesident, Vice President and all civil officers of the
United States, shall be removed from office on iﬁlpeachment for,
and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and
misdemeanors.

LARTICLE IIT.

SECTION 1.

1. The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in
one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress
may, from time to time ordain and establish. The judges, both
of the Supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during

<0'ood behanor and shall, at stated times, receive for their ser-

vices, a compensation, which shall not he dmnmshed during their
continuance in office. ’

) _ " SECTION IL
1. The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law and
equity, arising.under this Constitution, the laws of the United
States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, under their
authority ;—to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public min-
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isters, and consuls ;—to all cases of admiralty and maritime juris- 2 Gall. C. .
diction ; — to controversies to which the United States shall be a ?\3?12’:1%1335
party ;—to controversies between two or more states; —(a) 9 Wheat. 788.
between a state and citizens of another state ; — between citizens [Sec amend-
of different states,— between citizens of the same state claim- ment 1]

ing lands under grants of different states, and between a state,

or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens or subjects.

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers original and
and consuls, and those in which a state shall be party, the Su- appellate jurls-
preme Court shall have original jurisdiction. (4) In all the oth- ;%" court.
er cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appel- 1 Wheat. 467-
late jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions,
and under such regulations as the Congress shall make. (c)

3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, of trial by
shall be by jury; and such trials shall be held in the state where ™"

“the said crimes shall have been committed; but when not com- Where to be
mitted within any state, the trial shall be at such place or places held.

as the Congress may by law have directed.

SECTION IiI.

1. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in t);eﬁnition gf
easgn an

levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving mode of proof.
them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason
unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act,
or on confession in open court.

2. The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment Its punish-
of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work corruption of ment
blood, or forfeiture except during the life of the person attainted.

ARTICLEIV.
' SECTION I
Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public Mutual credit

. o« e s . to be given to

acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other state. And the public acts
. . . of the states.
the Congress may by general laws prescribe the manner in which 3fode of au-

such acts, records and proceedings shall be proved, and- the effect ferticatine:
thereof. (d)

, @) 12 Peters, 657—672. 11 Peters, 167. 1 Cranch, 137. 5 Peters, 190. 9 Peters,
704." 9 Cranch, 292. 7 Wheat. 38. 2 Wheat. 369. 3 Dallas, 17, 411. 4 Cranch, 75. 3
Peters, 193. 5 Peters, 1. 6 YWheat. 26¢. 11 Wheat. 467. 7 Cranch, 108.

() 7 Wheat. 38, 534¢. 2 Wheat. 369. 3 Dallas, 17, 411. 3 Peters, 193. § Peters, 1,
%gg, 284. 2 Dall. 297. 7 Peters, 627. 12 Peters, 657—735. 6 Wheat. 264. 9 Wheat.

() 7 Cranch, 108. 3 Dall. 321. 3 Cranch, 159, 263. 9 Wheat. 738. 5 Crafxch, 344,
1 Wheat. 304, 7 Wheat. 38, 164. 2 YWheat. 363: 3 Wheat. 246, 433. 1 Peters, 562.
8 Wheat. 312. 4 Wheat. 311. 12 Wheat. 117, 129. 6 Wheat. 448. 2 Peters, 449.

(@) 7 Cranch, 481. 17 Mass. 521. 9 Mass. 462. 1 Caines, 460. 1 Fairf. 278. 3
Wheat. 234, 4 Mete. 333, 343. 13 Peters, 312. 9 How. 522. 11 How. 165.
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SECTION IL.

Reltilprct)_cnl ~ 1. The eitizens of each state shall be entitled to all pnvﬂetfes
right of citi-

zenship. and immunities of citizens in the several States

6 Pick. 89.

Fugitives rom 2. A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or

Mlere 536, other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in another
state, shall on demand of the executive authority of the state
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the state
having jurisdiction of the crime.

Fugitives rom 3. No person held to scrvice or labor in one state, under the
service or la-

bor. laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of
1 Wash. C. C. . . . , .
R. 400, any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service
2 Pick. 11.

16 Pet. 530.  OT labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to Whom
such service or labor may be due.

SECTION Im. :

Admissimof 1. New states may be admitted by the Congress into this.

mewSRES  Union; but no new state shall be formed or erected within the
jurisdiction of any other state; nor any state be formed by the
junction of two or more states, or parts of states, without the
consent of the legislatures of the states concerned as well as of
the Congress.

Powerof con- 2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all
femitory ff;utlhe needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or other
ofher TORETY property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this
1 Pet. 511, 546. Constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims of

the United States, or of any particular state.

SECTION IV.

Obligation of The United States shall guarantee to every state in this Union
the U. States
to protect the & Tepublican form of government, and shall protect each of them
several states. . . . . - .
against invasion, and on application of the legislature, or of the
executive (when the legislature cannot be convened) against

domestic violence.

ARTICLE V.
How the con-  The CODgI‘GSb, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall

farton ™Y deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitu-
tion, or, on the application of the legislatures of two thirds of
the several states, shall call a convention for proposing amend-
ments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents and
‘purposes, as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the legis-
latures of three fourths of the several states, or by conventions
in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratifi-
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cation may be propoé.ed ]Jy‘r the .Congress; Provided that no Proviso.
amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand

" eight hundred and eight shall in any mgnner affect the first

and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and

that no State, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal
suffrage in the Senate. '

ARTICLE VI.

1. All debts contracted and engagements entered i_nto, before gibzzglfggz;a_
the adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the tion assumed
United States under this Constitution, as under the confederation. by fhe U- 8-
2 This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which %‘fpsrte;;l:\scyc'ogxf_
shall be made in pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or stitution and
which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, T;}leat, 316.
shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every &g o C. B
state shall be hound thereby, any thing in the Constitution or %,V ©-C-

R. 322,

laws of any state to the contrary notwithstanding. § Pet- 515, 1.

3. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and Oath required
the members of the several state legislatures, and all executive ggrlsmbhc o
and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the several
states, shall be bound by oath or affirmation, to support this Con-
stitution ; but no religious test shall ever be required as a quali- No religions

fication to any office or public trust under the United States. fest

ARTICLE VII.

The ratification of the conventions of nine states, shall be suffi- Ratification of

hi titu-
cient for the establishment of this Constltutlon between the f:u::fx coms

states so ratifying the same.

Doxe v CoyvENTION, by the unanimous consent of the states
present the seventeenth day of September in the year of
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven
and of the independence of the United States of America,
the twelfth. In witness whereof we have hereunto sub-
scribed our names.

Gro WASHINGTON —
President and deputy from Virginia.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

JomN LiANGDOX, : ' NicrorAs GILMaw.
: MASSACHUSETTS.
NATHANTEL GORHAM, Rurus Kmva.
CONNECTICUT.

Wi Saa't, JoENSON, RoGER SHERMAN.
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NEW YORK,

ALExaNDER HAMILTON.

WiL: LivinesTox,
‘Wi, PATTERSON,

B. FrA¥ELIN, -
RoBT. MoRRIS,
THos. FITzsmONs,
Jaurs WiILsoN,

Geo: READ,
Jouxy DICEKINSON,

Jaco: Broou.

Jayrs McHENRY,
DaNL. CARROLL.

JoEN BLAIR,

‘Wat. BLouwT,
Hu. WILLIAMSON.

J. RUTLEDGE,

CrARLES PINCENEY,

‘Witniaxm FEw,
ATTEST :

NEW JERSEY.

PENNSYLVANITA.

DELAWARE.

MARYLAND.

DAviD BREARLEY,
Joxa. DayToN.

Tromis MIFFLIN,
GEo: CLYMER,
JARED INGERSOLL,
Gouv: Mogris.

Guxywe BEDromD, JR.,
RicEARD BASSETT,

Dax: oF St. THOS. JENIFER,

VIRGINIA.

NORTH CAROLINA.

SOUTH CAROLINA..
CrARLES CoTESWORTH PINCENEY,

GEORGIA.

Jaaes MapisoN, Jr.

Rica’p DoBBS SPAIGHT,

PiercE BUTLER.

ABR. BALDWIN.

‘Witriay JACESON, Secrefary.

The Constitution was adopted on the 17th of September, 17817,
by the Convention appointed in pursuance of the resolution of
the Congress of the Confederation, of the 21st February, 1787,
and was ratified by the Conventions of the several States, as

follows, viz:

By Convention of Delaware, Tth December,

14 t

111 13

11 &

13

14

11

14

{4

Pennsylvania, 12th
New Jersey, 18th

114

111

Georgia, 2d January,

Connecticut, 9th «

Massachusetts, 6th February,

1787,
1787,
17817
1788.
11788.
1788,
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By Convention of Maryland, 28th April, 1'788.
& « “ South Carolina, 23d May, 11788.
“ u « New Hampshire, 21st June, 1788.
“ “ “ Virginia, 26th June, 1788.
« « “ New York, 26th July, - 1788.
« “ “ North Carolina, 21st November; 1789.
u u “ Rhode Island, 29th May, 11790.

Note.—The foregoing constitution was, by the votes of nine states represented in con-
gress, on the thirteenth day of September, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- -
eight, declared to have been ratified in the manner therein prescribed; and the first
‘Wednesday of March, then next, was designated as the time for commencing proceed-
ings under the same.

ARTICLES
IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF,

THE CONSTITUTION

OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

ARTICLE 1.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment. of Religious free-
AT -ohibiti he fr . . . Caq . dom, and the
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof ; or abridging rightsh ofh

. . t
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people ;?2:5 and ;e:i_
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a re- "™

dress of grievances.

ARTICLE ITI.

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a Right to bear
free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall =
not be infringed.

ARTICLE TII.

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, Restrictions
without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, hut in a 2’;103;‘:.“"““2
manner to be prescribed by law.

ARTICLE IV,

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, Restrictions

papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, seizure. i and

3 Cranch, 448.
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shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon pro-
bable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly
describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to
be seized.

ARTICLE V.

gﬂlg of per- No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise

with crimes  infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a
and of private

PIoperty.. grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces,

’ or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public

danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence

to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be com-

4 Wash. C. C. pelled in any criminal case, to be a witness against himself, nor

2 Sumner’s . be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of

C. R.10. . . .
7Det. 243.  law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without

5 Dal. 30%.
3 Pet. 330, 657. just compensatmn

ARTICLE VI.

Mode of trial ~ In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to
iminal speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and
district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which dis-
trict shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the

assistance of counsel for his defence.

ARTICLE VII.

Of trialby jury I suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall
‘f‘é;‘ﬁ‘ %néns exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be pre-
é"Pi?j ss.  served, and no fact tried by jury shall be otherwise re-examined

i Mase M2 ip any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of

the common law.

ARTICLE VIII.

oftail. 0f ~ Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines im-

fines or other . . s
punishments.  posed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

ARTICLE IX.

Rightsreserv-  'T'he enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall

d -
§1ef° thePeo- 0t be construed to deny or dlsparao'e others retained by the

people.
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ARTICLE X.
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Con- Powers retain-

T P . ed by the states
stitution, nor. prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the and. people.
. ash. u. L.
states respectively, or to the people. ' R. 313.
11 Pet. 257.

ARTICLE XI.

The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed E‘;tst—ocg:ﬁsju_
to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted ;ﬁfﬁlﬁﬁl go]flf '
against one of the United States by citizens of another state, by 3 ll?l?tvfi‘ﬁsf
or by citizens or subjects of any foreign state. , gﬁﬁif“é?éz

ARTICLE XII.

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote Monner of
by ballot for President and Vice President, one of whom, at fggﬁflﬁap:f:;
least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with them- president.
selves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for .
as President, and in distinet ballots the person voted for as Vice
President, and they shall make distinet lists of all persons voted
for as President, and of all persons voted for as Viee President,
and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign
and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of
the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;—
the President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate
and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the
votes shall then be counted;— the person having the greatest
number of votes for President, shall he the President, if such
number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed ;
and if no person have such majority, then from the persons
having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of
those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall
choose, immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing Choice by
the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the represent- 151:;2%‘12 Tepre-
ation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this pur- :iz?giyilig:lem
pose shall consist of a member or members from two thirds of electors.
the states, and a majority of all the states shall - be necessary to
a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not ehoose
a President, whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon
them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the
Vice President shall act as President, as in the case of the death
or other constitutional disability of the President.

3
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Choice of vice
president by
the senate, in
case of no elec~
tion by the
electors.

His qualifica-
tions.

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice Pres-
ident, shall be the Vice President, if such number be a majority
of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if ‘Do person
have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list,
the Senate shall choose the Vice President; a quorum for the
purpose shall consist of two thirds of the whole number of Sen-
ators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to
a choice.

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of Pres-
ident, shall be eligible to that of Vice President of the United

States.

Note~—The first ten of the foregoing amendments were proposed at the first session
of the first congress, held under the constitution; the eleventh amendment was pro-
posed at the second session of the third congress; and the twelfth at the first session of
the eighth congress; they were all adopted by the number of States required by the fifth
article of the original constitution. ) ’

NOTE. —In this edition of the constitution of the United States, the punctnation is
exactly the same as in the original instrument, and the names of the signers are ap-
pended as they theretappear.
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