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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF Al\IERICA. 

Objects of the constitution. 

AnTICLE I. Legislathe po"er. 
II. Executive po"er. 

ill. Judicial Po"er. 

PREAMBLE. 

CONSTITUTION. 

IV. Relatin rights of states. 
V. Ho" the constitution may be amended. 

VI. Of former debts, supremacy of the constitution and laws of the United 
States, and oath required of public officers. 

VII. Of the ratification of the constitution. 

Al\[ENDMENTS. 

I. Religious freedom and the rights of speech, the press, and of the people 
to assemble and petition. 

II. Right to bear arms. 
ill. Restrictions on quartering troops. 
IV. Restrictions on the right of search and seizure. I 

V. Rights of persons charged with crimes, and of private property. 
VI. Mode of trial in criminal cases. 

VII. Of trials by jury in chil actions. 
VIII. Of excesshe bail, and restrictions on fines and other punishments; 

IX. Rights reserved to the people. ' 
X. Powers retained by the statcs and people. 

XI. United States courts not to have jurisdiction of suits brought by individu- . 
als against one of the states. 

XII. Manner of choosing president and 'vice president. 

PRE.A.lIIBLE. 

WE the-People of the United States, in order to form a more Preamble.' 

perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, pro- 1 ~:~~: ~~:: 
-vide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and ~ ~::s~' 2~. 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, 5 Wheat. 153., ~ 5 Cranch, 344:_ 

do ordain and establish this CONSTITUTION for the United States 
of America. 
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Legislati.c 
powers ,-ested 
ill congress. 
1 Wheat. 304. 

CO~STlTUTIO~ OF THE UNITED STATES. 

ARTIOLE 1. 

SECTIO~ I. 
t 

1. All legislative ,powers herein granted shall be vested in a 
Oongress of the United States, whicn shall consist of a Senate 
and House of Representatives. 

SECTIO~ II. 

House of rep- 1. The House 0f Representatives shall be c.omposcd of mem
resentatives 
how composed. bel's chosen every second year by the People of the several 
11 Mass. 424. 

states, and the electors in each state shall have the qualifications 
requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the state . 
legislature. _ 

Qualification 2. No person shall be a representative who shall not have 
of a represent- • . 
ative. attamed to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a 

citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, 
be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be chosen. 

Apportion- 3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
ment of repre- h 1 hi h b' 1 d d . hi h' s~ntatives and among t e severa states w c may e mc u e WIt ntIS 
direct taxes. U· d' t th' t' b hi h h II b 

Census. 

Vacancies to 
be filled. 

nIOn, accor mg o· ell' respec lve num ers, w c s a e de-
termined by adding to the whole number of fi'ee persons, includ
ing those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding 

. Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other persons. The actual 
enumeration shall be made within three years after the first 
meeting of the Oongress of the United States, and within every 
subsequent term. of ten years, in such manner as they shall by 
law" direct. The number of representatives shall not exceed 
one for every thirty thousand, but each state shall have at least 
one representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, 
the state of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three, 
lrlassacll7lsctts eight, Rhode Island and Providence plantations one, 
Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania 
eight, Delaware one, 111aryland six, Virginia ten, North Caro-
lina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

4. When vacancies happen in the representation fi'om any 
state, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of election 
to fill such vacancies. 

House of rep- 5. The house of representatives shall choose their speaker and 
resentati.es to , 
choose their other officers; and shall have the sole power of impeachment. 
01TIl officers. 
Power of im-
peachment. 

Senate how 
composed. 

SECTIO~ m. 
1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE ill;!TED STATES. 

senators from each state, chosen by the legislature thereof, for 
six years; and each senator shall have one yote. 
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2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence Ho~~lassified. 
of the first election, they shall. be divided, as equally as may be 
into three classes. The seats of the senators of the first class 
shall be vacated at the expira-Q.on of the second year, of the sec-
ond class at the expiration of the fourth year, and of the third 
class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one third may 
be chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen by resig- Of t~mporary 

• •• • appomtments 
natIOn, or otherWIse, durmg the recess of the legIslature of any 
state, the executive thereof may make temporary appointments 
until the next meeting of the legislature, which shall then :fill 
such ya~ancies. 

3. No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained Qualifications 
• • of a senator. 

to the age of thirty years, and been nme years a citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant 
of that state for which he shall be chosen. 

4. The Vice President of the United States shall be President "Vice president 
to be president 

of the Senate, but shall have no yote, unless they be equally of the senate. 

divi,ded. 
5. The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a Pres- President pro 

'd . h V' P' h tern, and other 
1 ent pro tempore, m the absence of t e !Ce reSIdent, or w en officers may be 

he shall exercise the office of President of the United States. chosen. 

6; The Senate shall have the sale power to try all imp each- 'rower to try 

t Wh .. -!' h . h h II b th Imp each-men s. ' en slttmg .Lor t at purpose, t ey s a e on oa or ments. 

affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, 
the Ohief Justice shall preside: and no person shall be convicted 
without the conCUlTence of two thirds of the members present. 

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment s}lall not extend further Effect of judg

than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold and en- :~~;.iu such 

joy any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States: 
but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject 
to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment, according to law. 

. SECTION IT. 

1. The times, places and maimer of holding elections for sen- Times, places 

t d t ' h 11 b 'b d ' h t t b and manner of a aI'S an represen atives, sac prescrl e ill cac s a e y electing mem-

th 1 '1 h f b h 0 . b bers of con-e egIS ature t ereo; ut t e ongress may at any tlllle y gress. 

law make or alter such regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing senators. 

2. The Oongress shall assemble at least once in every year, Sessions annll-
'h 'h h fir Md' D b aI, at least, and suc meetmg s all be on test 'on ay ill ecem er, 

unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 
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. Membership. 

Quorum. 

Adjourn
ments. 

Rules and or
ders. Cen
sures and eA
pulsion. 
6 Wheat. 204. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED· STATES. 

SECTION V. 

1. Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns and 
qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each shall 
constitute a quorum to do business j but a sm~ller number may 
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the 
attendance of absent members, in such manner, and under such 
penalties as each House may provide. 

2. Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, 
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and with the concur
rence of two third:'), expel a member. 

Joumals of 3. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
each house. 

from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts as may 
in their judgment require secrecy j and the yeas and nays of the 
members of either House on any question shall, at the desire 
of one fifth of those present, be entered on the journal. 

Limi~ation or 4. Neither House, during the session of OongTess, shall, with-
the nght to ad- • 
journ. out the consent of the other, adlourn for more than three days, 

nor to any other place thaI! that in which the two Houses shall 
be sitting. 

SECTION VI. 

Compe.n~ation 1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compen-
and pnvileges. • fi h' . b . d b 1 'd satlOn or t eIT serVIces, to e ascertarne yaw, and pal out 

'of the treasury of the United States. They shall in all cases, 
except treason, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged 
from arrest during their attendance at the session of their re
spective Houses, and in going to, and returning from the same; 
and for any speech or debate in either House, they shall not be 
questioned in any other place. 

To what offices 2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for 
members of hi h hId b' 'vil ffi congress s~all W C e was e ecte, e appornted to any CI 0 ce under the 
~d~beappomt- authority of the United States, which shall have been created, 

Of bills for 
raisin g reve
nue. 

or the emoluments whereof shall have be~n increased during 
such time; and no person holding any office under the United 
States, shall be a member of either House during his continu
ance in office. 

SECTION VII. 

1 . .AJl bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with 
amendments as on other bills. 

Of the presi- 2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Repre-
dent's veto, in 
case of bills. sentatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a law, be 
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presented to the President of the United States; if he approve 
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his objections 
to that House in which.it shall have origip.ated, who shall enter 
the objectio~s at large on their jOUl'Ilal, and proceed to re-con
sider it. If after such re-consideration two thirds of that House 
shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be re
considered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it 
shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both 
Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names 
of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered 
on the jomnal of each House respectively. If any bill shall 
not be retmned by the President within ten days (Sundays ex
cepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same 
shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the 
Congress by their adjomnment prevent its retmn, in which case 
it shall not be a law. 

5 

3. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence .Also in case of 
'. - concurrent or-

of the Senate and House of RepresentatIves may be necessary <l:ers, resoIn-

(except on a question of adjomnme~t) shall be presented to the tions OrTotes. 

President of the United States; and before the same shall take 
effect, shall be. approved by him, or being disapproved by him, 
shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, according to the rules and limitations prescrib-
ed in the case of a bill. 

SECTION VTII. 

The Congress shall have power .. Powers /if con-

I T 1 d 11 d ·· d' gress. ~ Cran. 
• 0 ay an co ect taxes, uties, lillpOStS an eXCIses, to 358. 5 Wheat. 

pay the debts and provide for the common defence and general b.1 2Wh':;t. 
welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts and excises i~i: : ~~t. 
shall be uniform throughout the United States; 37. 9 Wheat. 1. 

2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States; 2 Peters, 449, 
46S. 9 Wheat. 

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the 1,209. 11 Pet. 

1 d . h h In' . 102. 2 HaU's severa states, an WIt t e dian tl'lbes; (a) Am. Law Jour. 

4 T bl' h unifi ul f Ii' d iii 255. 12 Pet. 72. 
• 0 esta IS an orm l' e 0 natura zation, an un orm 24 Pick. 359. 

laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United g~};~;t~2259. 
States' 5 Wheat. 1. 

1 4 Wheat. 122, 

5 T · . --, t th I th' f d f fi . 209. 12 Wheat. • 0 corn money, regllla e eva ue. meo 1 an 0 orergn 213. 5 How_ 

coin and fix the standard of weiO'hts and measmes . 410. 9 How. 
'b· 1 560. 

(a) 5 How. 504. 13 How. 51S. 14 How. 568. 31 Maine, 360. 32 Maine, 343. 2 
Q-ray, 339. 



6 CONSTITUTION OF THE m'1TED STATES. 

6. To proTIde for the punishment of counterfeiting the secu
rities and current coin of the United States; 

7. To establish post offices and post roads; 
8. To pi'omote the progress of science and useful arts, by 

securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusjve 
right to their respective writings and discoveries; 

5 Wheat. 253. 
3 Wheat. 610. 

. 9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court; 
10. To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on 

the high seas, and offences against the law of nations; 

8 Cranch, 110. 

12 Wheat. 19. 

8 Mass. 72. 
5 Wheat. 317. 

2 Cranch, 358. 
4 Wheat. 316. 
2 Dall. 304. 
1 Cranch, 137. 
3 Wheat. 336. 
5 Pet. 11,5. 
6 Wheat. 204. 
3 Wheat. 172. 
7 Cranch, 116. 

11. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and 
make rules concerriing captures on land and water; 

12. To raise and support armes, but no appropriation of 
money to that use shall be for a longer term than two years; 

13. To provide and maintain a navy; 
14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the 

land and naval forces; 
15. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the 

laws of the Union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions; 
16. To provide for 'organizing, arming, and disciplining the 

militia, and for governing such part of them as may be employed 
in the service of the United States, reserving tb the states re
spectively, the appointment of the officers, and the anthority of 
tl'aining the militia accor~g to tIre discipline prescribed by 

CongTess; 
17. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, 

over snch district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by 
cession of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, 
hecome the seat of the government of the United States, and to 
exercise like authority over all pliwes p~rchased by the consent 
of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be, for the 
erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other 

needful buildings; - and 
18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for 

carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other pow
ers vested by this constitution in the government of the United 
States, or in any department or officer thereof. 

9 Wheat. 738. 5 Cranch, 289. 12 Whent. 136. 

SECTION IX. 

Restrictions 1. The migration or importation of such persons as any of 
upon the pow-
ers of con- the states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be 
gress. 1 Wash. hib' 1 b h C . t h hI' h c. C. R. 499. pro Itec y t e ongress pnor 0 t e year one t ousanc mg t 
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hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such 3 Cranch, 448. 

4 Cranch, 75. 
importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 7 Wheat. 38. 

• • 3 Pet. 193. 
2. The prIvIlege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be sus- 9 Pet. 704. 

d d 1 h · f b ll' ., h 1 12 Wheat. 19. pen e ,lill ess w en rn cases 0 re e Ion or rnvaslOn, t e PU)- 3 DaU. 386. 

li £ t . 't 6 Cranch, 87. c sa e y may reqUITe 1 • 12 Wheat. 213. 

3 N 1 ill f tt ' d ~'l h II b t 17 Row. 4-56 • • J: 0 J 0 a am er or ex post Lacto aw s a e pas. 3 DaU. 171. 

4. No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless in 
. proportion to the census or enumeration herein before directed 
to be taken. 

5. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any 
state. 

6.' No preference shall be given by any regulation of com
merce or revenue to the ports of one state over those of anoth
er: nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state, be obliged to 
enter, clear, or pay duties In another. 

7. No money shall be drawn feom the treasury, but in conse
quence of appropriations made by law; and a regular statement 
and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public money 
shall be published ll.'om time to time. ' 

8. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: 
and no person holding any office of profit or trust under the:Ql, 
shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of -any pres
ent, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, ll.'om any 
king, prince, or foreign state. 

SECTION X. 

1. No state shall enter into any u'eaty, alliance, or confedera- Powers with-

ti t I tt f d · l' . held from the on; g;ran e ers 0 marque an repnsa; corn money; emIt ind.i-ddual 

bills of credit; make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender states, 

in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto 5 Wheat. I, 

I I ··· th 1 li ti' f -h t t 420. 8 Pet. 88. aw, or aw lIDpalrrng eo) ga. on 0 con"L'ac s, o~' g'l'an any 
title of nobility. (a) 

2. No state shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay Con!l!ess mar 
" t d t' . . h permIt certaIn any lIDpOS s or u lCS on Imports or exports, except' w at may ""ts,othenvise 

b b I t 1 . . £ t'" t' I d prohibited to e a so u e y necessary or execu rng Its rnspec IOn aws: an the states. 

the net produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any state on ~1 ~k.a~5~:9. 
imports or exports, shall be for the use of the u'easury of the 12 Row. 299. 

United States; and all such laws shall be subject to the revision 

(a) 2 GaU. C. C. R. 138. 3 Peters, 289. 4 Peters, 431, 514. 6 Cranch, 87. 6 Pick. 
4.40. 3 'Wash. C. C. R.313. 7 Peters, 243. 4 'Wheat. 122, 518. 12 Wheat. 213, 3iO. 
11 Peters, 420, 257. 15 Mass. 447. 16 Mass. 245.2 Fairf. llS. 4 Dallas, 14. 2 
DaUas, 304. S 'Wheat. 1. 7 Craneh, 164. 9 Craneh, 43. 5 Peters, 456. 6 Wheat. 
131. 2 Peters, 380, 627. 23 lIIaine, 318. 23 Pick. 360. 4 Peters, 410. II Row. 185. 
10 Row. 5ll. 10 Row. 190. 10 Row. 281. 10 Row. 402. 1 Row. 3ll. 2 Row. 608. 
3 Row. '707. 6 Row. 507. 6 Row. 301. 8 Row. 163. 10 Row. 395. 3 Row. 133. 16 
ITow. 369. 3 Row. 534. 5 Row. 295. 15 Row. 30,1. 7 Row. 2i9. 7 Cush. 53. 
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and control of the Congress. No state shall, without the con
sent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships 
of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact 
with another state, or with a foreign power, oy engage in war, 
unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not 

admit of delay. 

ARTICLE II. 
SECTION I. 

President and 1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the 
nce president. • • H h II h d hi ffi d' h Umted States of AmerIca. e s a 01 s 0 ce urmg t e 

term of four years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen 
for the same term, be elected, as follows , 

Electors of 2. Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature 
those officers. thereof may direct, a number of Electors, equal to the whole 

number of Senators and Representatives to which the state may 
be entitled in the Congress: hut no Senator or Repres~ntative, 
or person holding an office of trust or profit under the United 
States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

Original mode 3. The Electors shall meet in their l'espective states, and vote by 
of electing 
president and ballot for two pel'sons, of whom one at least shall not be an inltab-
vice president. • ,I" • 7 7 lAd 7 7 II 7 l' 2tant 0 the same state wzta taemse ves. n taey saa matce a zst 

[Amelldnwllt of all the persons voted f01', and of the number of votes for each; 
};/:,~:t:f,:~:dd which list they shall sign and ceTtijy and tmnsmit sealed to the 
clausein art. 2, seat of the rrovernment of the Unite(l States dil'ected to the Pres i-
§ 1.] b ' 

dent of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the pres-
ence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certi
ficates, an(l the votes shall then be counted. The person having the 
greatest number of votes shall be the Pnsident, if such number be 
a maj01'ity of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if there 
be 11Wl'e than one who have such majority, and have an equal nwn
bel' of votes, then the House of Representatives slzall immediately 
choose by ballot one of them f01' President; and if no person have a 
majority, tlten from the five highest on tlte list the said House slzaU 
in Z,ike manner choose the P1'esident. B1lt in choosing the P1'esident, 
the votes shall be taken by states, the 1'epresentation from each 
state having one vote; a quonl1n for this p1l1'pose shall consist of a 
member 01' meJllben fr01n two ,thirds of the states, and a majority 
of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, after 
the choice of the P1'esident, the pel'son having the gnatest 1Z1lJnbel' 
of votes of the Electors shall be tlze Vice Pl'esident. But if there 
should 1'emain t'leo 01' more who have equal votes, the Senate shall 

choose fi'om them by ballot the Vice President. 
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4. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the Blec- :rime of choos-

d h d hi h hall ' h . mg electors -tors, an t e ay on w c they s gIve t 811" votes; which an'd whcn they 
• shall Tote. day shall be the same throughout the Umted States. 

5. No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of Qualifications 
• • ••• oC prcsident. 

the Umted States, at the tIme of the adoption of this ConstItu-
tion, shall be eligible to the office of President; neiilher shall 
any person be eligible to that office who shall not have attained 
to the age of thirty-five years, and beep fourteen years a resi-
dent within the United States. 

6. In case of the removal of ~\te President from office, .or Pro,isions for 

f hi ... bil' di h h cases of,acan-' o s death, reSIgnatIOn, or rna Ity to sc arge t e powers cy in that of-

and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the ficc. 

Vice President, and the Congress may by law provide for the 
case of remo'mI, death, resignation, or inability, both of the Pres-
ident and Vice President, declaring what officer shall then act 
as President, mid such officer shall act accordingly, until the dis-
ability be removed, or a President shall b~ elected. 

7. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services, President'~ 
. h' h h 11 'th b' d d" . h' d compensatIon. a compensatlan, w IC s a n81 er e rncrease nor illlilliS e 

during the period for which he shall have been elected, and he 
shall not receive within that period any other emolument from 
the United States, or any of them. 

S. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take His oath. 

the following oath or affirmation:-
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute 

the office of President of the United States, and ,vill, to the best 
of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of 
the United States." 

SECTION II. 

1. The President shall be commander rn chief of the army Pmident to be 

U · d S d f h '1" f h' I commander-and navy of the mte tates, an 0 t e mi ltia 0 t e severa in-chief. 

h II d . t.Lh t I . L' th U 't d St t 12 Wheat. 19. states, w en ca e III 0 L e ac ua serVIce OL e ni e a es; 
he may require the opirrion, in writiug,of the principal officer in May require 

• " the opiuion of 
each of the executIve departments, upon any subject rela.ting to the heads of 

h d · f h . t' ffi 1 1. h 11 h dcpartments. t e utles 0 t err respec Ive 0 ces, all( De s a ave power . 
. . Reprleves and 

to grant reprieves and pm'dons for offences against the United pardons. 

States, except in cases of impeachment. 
2. He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent Of tyeaties and 

h S k "d d 1.:. f h S forclgn mter-of t e enate, to rna -e treatIes, proVl e two tllllds 0 t e en- coursc. 

d h ' h II' d b d' h 1 Crunch. 137. ators present concur; an e s a nOlmnate,::til y an WIt 1 Pet. 29,;' 
, • • 12 Pet. 524. 
the adVIce and consent of the Senate, shall appomt amhassQ,- 13 Pet. 415. 

dars, other public ministers and consuls, J uc1ges of the Supreme "\ppoint!l1ent 



10 CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

or public ofli- Court, and all other officers of the United States, whose ap-
cers. 
2 Brockenb. C. pointIDents are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall 
c. R. 96. bli h d b I C . 1 Pet. 511, 5l7. be esta s e y aw: bnt the ongress may by law vest the 
13 Pet. 230. . tID t f h !_-'" ffi th t1,! .. 1- . h appom en 0 suc llllel'lOr 0 cers, as ey lll.ll.Ii: proper, m t e 

President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of depart~ 
ments. 

orvacanciesin 3. The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies that 
the recess of 
the senate. may happen during the recess of the Senate, by granting commis-

Further pow
ers and duties. 

Of remo.al of 
officers of the 
U. S. by im
peachment. 

Judicial pow
er, howyested. 

Tenure of of
fice. 

Compensa
tion. 

sions which shall expire at the end of their next session. 

SECTION m. 
1. He shall feom time to time give to the Congress information 

of the State of the Union, and recommend to their consideration 
such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he 
may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both houses, or either 
of. them, and in case of disagreement between them, with re
spect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such 
time as he shall think proper; he shall receive· ambassadors and 
other public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be faith
fully executed, and shall commission all the officers of the United 
States. 

SECTION IV. 

1. The Pl:esident, Vice President and all civil officers of the 
United States, shall be removed from office on impeachment for, 
and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and 
misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE III. 

SECTION I. 

1. The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in 
one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress 
may, fr'om time to time ordain and establish. The judges, both 
of the Supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during 
good behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their ser
vices, a compensation, which shall not be diminished during their 
continuance in office. 

SECTION II. 

p:x~e~t of the 1. The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law and 
Judlcml power. , , , ·d hi C ' , h I h U' d 
1 Wheat. 304, eqUlty, al'lsmgun er t s onstitutlOn, t e aws of t e mte 
6 Pet. 515. S d t' ~ hi h hIll ~ d h' l3llow, 40, tates, an trca leS maCLe, or w c s a Je maCLe, un er tell' 
5 Cranch, G1. authority j-to all cases affccting ambassadors, other public miu-

l 
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isters, and consuls i-to all cases of admiralty and maritime juris- 2 GaU. C;. c._ 
. . . hi h h U' d S . h II b R. 398, 414, D. dictIOn; - to controversIes to w c t e lllte tates s a e a 3 Wheat. 336. 

ty t tr . b t t ( ) 9 ·Wheat. 738. par ; - 0 con 'overSIes etween two' or more s a es; - a 
between a state and citizens of another state; - between citizens [Scc amend-

f .1!J>' • • fl' 11Ze/lt 11.] o wuerent states, - between CItizens 0 the same state c alID-
ing lands under gTants of different states, and between a state, 
or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens or subjects. 

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers Original and 

and consuls, and those in which a state shall be party, the Su- dr~J~:t~;~~:
preme Court shall have original jurisdiction. (b) In all the oth- ~1::'~~ court. 

er cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appel- 11 Wheat. 467. 

late jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions, 
and under such regulations as the Congress shall make. (c) 

3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, ~f trial by 

shall be by jury; and such trials shall be held in the state where JU1,),. 

the said crimes' shall have been committed; but when not com- Where to be 

mitted within any state, the trial shall be at such place or places held. . 

as the Congress may by law have directed. 

SECTION m. 
1. Treason aO'ainst the United States, shall consist only in Definition of 

o • •• treason and 
levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemIes, gwrng mode of proof. 

them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason 
unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, 
or on confession in open court. 

2. The CongTess shall have power to declare the punishment Its punish-
. f h 11 k . f ment. of treason, but no attamder 0 treason s a wor corruptIOn 0 

blood, or forfeiture except during the life of the person attainted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

'SECTION I. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public Sorutual credit 

d d . di . 1 d' f h t .And to be gh-en to acts, recor s, an JU CIa procee mgs 0 every ot er s ate. the public acts 

h C b II 'b h . hi h of the states. t e ongress may y genera aws prescrI e t e mauner m w C I1Iode of au-

such acts, records and proceedings shall be proved, and· the effect thenticating. 

thereof. (d) 

(a) 12 Peters, 657-{ii2. 11 Peters, 167. 1 Craneh, 137. 5 Peters, 190. 9 Peters, 
704. 9 Cranch, 292. 7 Wheat. 38. 2 Wheat. 369. 3 Danas, 17, 411. 4 Cranch, 75. 3 
Peters, 193. 5 Peters, 1. 6 Wheat. 264. 11 Wheat. 467. 7 Cranch, lOB. 

(b) 7 Wheat. 38,534. 2 Wheat. 369. 3 Danas, 17,411. 3 Peters, 193. 5 Peters, 1, 
190,284. 2 Dan. 297. 7 Peters, 627. 12 Peters, 657-755. 6 Wheat. 264. 9 Wheat. 
73B. . 

(c) 7 Cranch, 108. 3 Dill. 321. 3 Cranch, 159, 268. 9 Wheat. 73B. 5 Cranch, 344. 
1 Wheat. 304. 7 Wheat. 38, 164. 2 Wheat. 363. 3 Wheat. 246, 433. 1 Peters, 562. 
8 Wheat. 312. 4 Wheat. 311. 12 Wheat. 117,129. 6 Wheat. 448. 2 Peters, 449. 

(d) 7 Cranch, 481. 17 Mass. 521. 9 Mass. 462. 1 Caines, 460. 1 Fair{. 27B. 3 
Wheat. 234. 4 Mete. 333, 343. 13 Peters, 312. 9 How. 522. 11 How. 165. 
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SECTION II. 

Reciprocal 1. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges 
dght of citi-
zenship. and immunities of citizens in the several States. 
6 Pick. 89. 2 A h d· . h . ~ 1 
Fugitives from • .tl. person c arge ill any state WIt treason,.Le ony, or 
~u~re~~: 536. ather crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in another 

Fugitiyes from 
sen"ice or 1a.
bor. 
1 Wash. C. C. 
R.499. 
2 Pick.n. 
16 Pet. 530. 

Admission of 
new states. 

state, shall on demand of the· executive authority of the state 
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the state 
having jurisdiction of the crime. 

3. No person held to service or labor in one state, under the 
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of 
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service 
or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due. 

SECTION III. 

1. New states may be admitted by the CongTess into this 
Union; but no new state shall be formed or erected within the 
jurisdiction of any other state; nor any state be formed by the 
junction of two or more states, or parts of states, without the 
consent of the legislatures of the states concerned as well as of 
the CongTess. 

Power of con- 2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all 
[!Tess as to the dful nl d nl t' t· h t·t h t'erritory and nee l' es an reg a IOns respec mg t e ern ory or ot & 

~}hgePu.p~~t}· property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this 
1 Pet. 511,5-16. Constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims of 

. the United States, or of any particular statG. 

Oblip;ation of 
the U. States 
to protect the 
several states. 

How the con
stitution may 
be amended. 

SECTION IV. 

The United States shall guarantee to every state in this Union 
a republican form of government, and shall protect each of them 
against invasion, and on application of the legislature, or of the 
executive (when the legislature cannot be convened) against 
domestic violence. 

ARTICLE V. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall 
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitu
tion, or, on the application of the legislatures of two thirds of 
the several states, shall call a convention for proposing amend
ments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents and 

. purposes, as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the legis
law-es of three fourths of the several states, or by conventions 
in three fourths thereof, as the one or· the other mode of ratifi-
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cation may be propo~edbj the. Oongress; Provided that np Proviso. 

amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight shall in any m~nner affect the Drst 
and fomth clauses in th(:l ninth section of the fusturticle; and 
that no State, without its consent, shall be depriv-ed of its equal 
suffrage in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI. 

IS 

1. All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before Debts under 
the confedera-

the adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the tion assumed 

U
. . ~fuU& 

mted States under this Constitution, as under the confederation. 
2. This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which Supremacy of 
.. U. States con-
shall be made in pmsuance thereof; and all treaties made, or stitution and 

which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, ~"~eat. 316. 

shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every r9'J: c. c. R. 

state shall be bound thereby, any thing in the Constitution or k12~~' c. c. 
laws of any state to the contrary notwithstancling. ~ ~e~~~30!. 

3.· The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and Oath required 
• • of public offi-

the members of the several state leglslatmes, and all executive cers. 

and judicial officers, both of the United Stat'es and of the several 
states, shall be bound by oath or affu'mation, to support this Con-
stitution; but no religious test shall ever be required as a quali- No religions 

Dcation to any office or public trust under the United States. test. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The ratification of the conventions of nine states,. shall be snffi- Ratili~ation of 
• • . this constitu-

cient for the establishment of this ConstitutIOn between the tion. 

states so ratifying the same. 

DOl>TE IN CO~--vENTION, by the unanimous consent of the states 
present the seventeenth day of September in the year of 
om Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven 
and of the independence of the United States of America, 
the twelfth. In witness whereof we have hereunto sub
sCl'ibed om names. 

GEO W ASB::lliGTON -
Pnsident and deputy from Virginia. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

JOHN LAc'WDON, NICHOLAS GILMAN. 

MASSA.CHUSETTS. 
N ATILU-ilEL GORILlli, RUFUS KING. 

CO:r-~""ECTICUT. 

WM. S...rn'L JOHNSON, ROGER SHERM.A...~. 
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ALEXA...."WER H..AmLTON. 

W IL: LIVINGSTON, 

W M. PATTERSON, 

B. FRANKLIN, 

ROBT. MORRIS, 

THOS. FITZSIMONS, 

JAMES WILSON, 

GEO : READ, 

J Ofu'l" DICKINSON, 

JACO: BROOM. 

JAMES MCHENRY, 

D.A.NL. CARROLL. 

JOHN BL.AIR, 

NEW YORK. 

NEW JERSEY. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

DELAWARE. 

MARYLAND. 

DAVID BREARLEY, 

JONA. DAYTON. 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, 

GEO: CLYMER, 

JARED INGERSOLL, 

GOUV: MORRIS. 

GUNNING BEDFORD, JR., 

RICHARD BASSETT, 

DAN: OF ST. THOS. JENIFER, 

VIRGThTIA. 

JAMES MADISON, JR. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

WM. BLOUNT, RICH'D DOBBS SPAIGHT, 

Hu. WILLIAMSON. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

J. RUTLEDGE, 

CHARLES PINPKNEY, 

CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, 

PIERCE BUTLER. 

GEORGIA. 

ABR. BALDWIN. WILLIAM FEW, 

ATTEST: WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 

The Constitution was adopted on the 17th of September, 1787, 
by the Convention appointed in pursuance of the resolution of 
the Congress of the Confederation, of the 21st February, 1787, 
and was ratified by the Conventions of the several States, as 
follows, viz: 

By Convention o:f Delaware, 7th December, 
" " /I Pennsylvania, 12th " 
/I " " New Jersey, 18th /I 

/I " /I Georgia, 2d January, 
" " "Connecticut, 9th /I 

" /I " Massachusetts, 6th February, 

1787. 
1787. 
1787. 
1788. 
1788. 
1788. 
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By Convention of Maryland, 28th April, 1788. 
" " "South Carolina, 23d May, 1788. 
" " "New Hampshire, 21st June, 1788. 
" " "Virginia, 26th June, 1788. 
" " " New York, 26th July, 1788. 
" " " North Carolina, 21st November; 1789. 
" " " Rhode Island, 29th May, 1790. 

NOTE.-The foregoing constitution "as, by the Totes of nine states represented in con
gress, on the thirteenth day of September, one thousand seTen hundred and eighty
eight, declared to haTe been ratified in the manner therein prescribed; and the first 
Wednesday of ~Iarch, then next, "as designated as the time for co=encing proceed
ings under the same. 

ARTICLES 
IN .ADDITION TO, .AND .AMENDMENT OF, 

THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . 

.ARTICLE I. 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of Religious free-

Ii ' hib't' th:IT 'th f b 'd' dom, and the re glOn, or pro 1 illg e 'ee exerCIse ereo; or a 1'1 gmg rights of 

the fi'eedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people ;~::~~n~h;eti_ 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a re- tion, 

dress of grievances . 

.ARTICLE II. 

.A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a Right to bear 

free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall arms. 

not be infi·inged. 

.ARTICLE III. 

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, Restrictions 

. h t th t f th 't' f l' on quarterin" WIt ou e consen 0 e owner, nor ill lme 0 war, Jut ill a troops, 0 

manner to be prescribed by law . 

.ARTICLE IV. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, Restrictions 

d ~ t 't bl h d' on search and papers, an ellec s, agmns unreasona e searc es an seIzures, seizure, 
. 3 Cranch, 448, 



16 

Rights of per
sons charged 
with crimes 
and of private 
property. 
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shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issne, bnt npon pro
bable canse, snpported. by oath or affirmation, and particularly 
describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to 
be seized.. 

ARTICLE V. 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise 
infamyus crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 
grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, 
or in the militia, when in actpal service in time of war or public 
danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence 
to b~ twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be com-

4 Wash. C. C. pelled in any criminal case, to be a witness against himself, nor 
R. 402. 
2 Sumner's c. be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
c. R.19. 
7 Pet. 2{3. law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without 
2 Dal. 3040.. • 
2 Pet. 380, 657. Just compensation. 

Mode of trial 
in criminal 
cases. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to 
a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and 
district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which dis
trict shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be con
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defence. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Of trial by jury In suits at common law, where the value ip. controversy shall 
in ciyil actions. h' 
1 Gall. C. c. exceed twep.ty dollars, the rig t of trial by jury shall be pre-
~p!~: 523. served, and no fact tried by jury shall be otherwise re-examined 
14 Mass. 412. in any Court of the United States, than accordinofr to the rules of 
3 Pet. 433. 

Of bail. Of 
fines or otber 
punishments. 

Rights reserv
ed to the peo
ple. 

the common law. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Excessive bail shall :riot l)e required, nor excessive fines im
posed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The ennmeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall 
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the 

people. 
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ARTICLE X. 

The powers not deleo'ated to the United States by the Con- Powers retain-
1:> ed by the states 

stitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the and people. 
• 3 Wash. C. C. 

states respectively, or to the people. R.313. 
n Pet. 257. 

ARTICLE XI. 

The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed u. s. chourts. 
not to a,e JU-

to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted ris.diction of 
SUIts brought 

aO'ainst one of the United States by citizens of another state, by inilividuals 
o against one of 

or by citizens or subjects of any foreign state. the states. 
3 nal. 378. 

ARTICLE XII. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote Mann!,r of 

b II fi P 'd d .-T' P'd f h choosmg pres-by a ot or resl ent an v Ice resl ent, one 0 w om, at ident and nce 

least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with them- president. 

selves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for 
as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice 
President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted 
for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice President, 
and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign 
and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of 
the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;-
the President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the 
yotes shall then he counted; - the person having the greatest 
number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such 
nUlllber be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; 
and if no person have such majority, then from the persons 
having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of 
those yoted for as President, the House of Representatives shall 
choose, immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing . 

ChOIce by 
the President, the yotes shall be talF-en by states, the represent- house .ofrepre

sentati,es m 
ation . from each state having one vote; a quorum for this pur- c!,se ofno elec-

. . ~~fu 
pose shall conSIst of a member or members from two thirds of electors. 

the states, and a majority of· all the states shall· be necessary to 
a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose 
a President, whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon 
them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the 
Vice President shall act as President, as in the case of the death 
or other constitutional disability of the President. 

3 
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Cho~ce of vice The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice Pres-
president bY •d h 11 b h .-r' • • . • 
the senate, in lent, s a e tel' Ice PresIdent, if such number be a majorIty 
case of no elec- • • ' 
tion by the of the whole number of Electors appomted, and if no person 
electors. h .. h fr th tw hi h t b h li ave a maJorIty, t en om e 0 g es num ers on test, 

His qnalifica
tions. 

the Senate shall choose the Vice President; a quorum for the 
purpose shall consist of two thirds of the whole number of Sen
ators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to 
a choice. 

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of Pres
ident, shall be eligible to that of Vice President of the United 

States. 

NOTE.-The' first ten of the foregoing amendments were proposed at the first session 
of the first congress, held under the constitution; the ele,enth amendment was pro
posed at the second session of the third congress; and the twelfth at the first session of 
the eighth congress; they were all adopted by the number of States required by the fifth 
article of the original constitution. ' 

NOTE.-In this edition of the constitution of the United States, the punctuation is 
exactly the same as in the original instrument, and the names of the signers are ap
pended as they therecappear. 
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