
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



THE 

RE-VISED STATU"TES 
OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

PASSED APRIL 1"1, 185"1; 

" TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED 

THE CONSTITUTIONS 

Oll THE 

UNITED STATES AND OF THE STATE OF MAINE: 

WITH AN 

I 

APPENDIX. 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

BANGOR: 

WHEELER & LYNDE. 

1857. 



TITLE XL] OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC PEACE. 

CHAPTER 123. 

OFFENCES AGAlL'l"ST THE PUBLIC PEACE • 

.A:FFRa.yS ..u.-n RIOTS. 

SEC. 1. Affrays between two or more persons. 
2. Unlawful ass~mbly and riot. 
3! One person may be convicted, without the others. 

SUI'PILESSION OF Mons nY OFFICERS .A.>.-n .A.R)illD FORCE. 

4. Duty of magistrates and officers to disperse unlawful assembly of twelve or 
more; refusal to assist them, or to disperse when ordered; neglect of duty 
by magistrates and officers. 

5. When rioters refuse to disperse, magistrates a~d officers to call out armed 
force. 

6. If any person is killed or wounded, magistrates and officers held guiltless; 
liability of the persons unlawfully assembled or refusing to assist in like 
case. 

PUNISID1E~"T ..u.-n RE)illDY FOR L'imRIES nY Mons. 

7. Punishment and ch"il. remedy for pulling down houses or premeditated per-, 
sonal inj uries. 

8. Extent of liability of towp.s for injury to private property by mobs, and their 
reledy against the wrong-doers. 

L"SUIillECTION. 

9. Go,emor empowered to call out the militia to suppress insurrection . 

.AFFRA.YS Al'W RIOTS. 

681 

CHAP. 123. 

SEC. 1. If two persons volnntarily or by agreement fight or Affrays be­

nse any blows or force towards each other, in an angry or quar- :::en ;;~o~s. 
relsome manner, in any public place, to the terror or disturbance R. s., c. 159, 

of others, they shall be deemed guilty of an affray, and punished § l. 

as for an assault and battery. 
SEC. 2. If three or more persons assemble in a violent or Unlawful as­

tumultuous manner to d? an unlawful .act, or, being together, ri:blyand 

make any at.tempt or motIOn towards dorng a lawful or unlawful 18 Maine, 346. 

act in a violent, nnlawful, or tumultnous mamieI', to the terror orr? s., c. 159, 

disturbance of others, they shall be deemed guilty of an unlaw- _,3. 
ful assembly; if they commit such acts iu the manner and with 
the effect aforesaid, they shall be deemed guilty of a riot, and be 
punished, in either case, by imprisonment less than one year, and 
by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars; and in case of a riot, 
each offender shall also suffer such punishment as he would be 
liable to if he had committed such act alone. 

SEC. 3., Any person, engaged in an nnlawful assembly or riot, One person 

may be indicted and convicted thereof alone, if it is alleged in ~atY dbe C?tnh- t 
. •. Vlce.Wlon 

the indICtment and proved at the tnal that three or more were the others. 

engaged therein, and if known, they must be named, but if un- R. s., c. 159, 

known, that fact must be alleged. § 4. 

SUPPRESSION OF MOBS BY OFFICERS ~l) ARMED FORCE. 

SEC. 4. When twelve or more persons, any of them armed Duty of magis­

with clnbs or dangerous weapons, or thirty or more, armed or ~~~et~dts~:~e 
86 



,-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

682 OFFENCES AGAlNST PUBLIC PEACE. [TITLE XI. 

CHAP. 123. nnarmed, are unlawfully, riotously, or tunlUltnously.a~sembled in 
any town, it shall be the dnty of each of the mUlllClpal officers, 

:U;hl~~~: constables, and justices of the peace thereof, and of the sheriff 
R. s., c. 159, of the connty and his deputies, to go among the persons so as­
§ 5,6, 7. sembled, or as near to them as they can safely go, and in the 

When rioters 
refuse to dis­
perse, &c. 
R. S., c. 159, 
§ 8. 9. 

name of the state, commarid them immediately and peaceably to 
disperse; and if they do not obey, snch magistrates and officers 
shall command the assistance of all persons present in arresting 
and securing the persons so unlawfully assembled; and every 
person refusing to disperse, or to assist as aforesaid, shall be 
deemed one of such unlawful assembly, and punished by a fine 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, and imprisonment less than 
one year; and each such magistrate or other officer, having no­
tice of such unlawful assembly in his town, and refusing or neg­
lecting to do his duty in relation thereto as aforesaid, shall be 
punished by a nne not exceeding three hundred dollars. 

SEC. 5. When persons, so riotously or unlawfully assembled, 
neglect or refuse, on command as aforesaid, to disperse without 
unnecessary delay, any two of the magistrates, or officers afore­
said, may require -the aid of a sufficient number of persons in 
arms or otherwise, and proceed in such manner as thej judge 
expedient, to suppress such riotous assembly, and arrest and se­
cure the persons composing it; and when an armed force is thus 
called out, they shall obey the orders, for suppressing such assem­
bly and arresting and securing the persons composing it, which 
they receive from the governor, any judge of a court of record, 
the sheriff of the county, or any two of the magistrates or officers 
mentioned in section four. 

If any person SEC. 6. If, in the efforts made as aforesaid to suppress such 
~~o:l~~~d~~ffi- assembly, and to arrest and secure the persons composing it who 
cers held guilt- refuse to disperse, though the number remaining is less than 
;s~ &c'1"9 twelve, any such persons, or any persons present as spectators 
§ io:' c. u. or otherwise, are killed or wounded, said magistrates, officers, and 

Punishment 
for pulling 
down houses 
or premedi­
tated personal 
injuries. 
R. S., c. 159, 
§ n. 

Liability of 
towns for iIi­
jury by mobs, 
&c. 

persons acting with them by their order, shall be held guiltless 
and justified in law; if anj of said magistrates, officers, or per­
sons thus acting with them, are killed or wounded, all persons sci 
unlawfully or riotously assembled, and all other persons who re­
fused, when required, to aid such magistrates and officers, shall 
be held answerable therefor. 

Pm,lSHMENT AND REMEDY FOR INJURmS BY MOBS. 

SEC. 7. If any persons, thus unlawfully and riotously assem­
hIed, pull down, or begin to pull down, or destroy any dwelling­
house, building, ship or vessel; or perpetrate any premeditated 
injury, not a felony, on any person, each shall be punished by im­
prisonment not more than five years, or by fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars; and shall also be answerable to any person 
injured, in an action of trespass, to the full amount of damages by 
him sustained. ' 

SEC. 8. When the injury to any property as described in sec­
tion seven amounts to fifty dollars or more, the town where such 
property is situated shall indemnifY the owner thereof for three-



TITLE XI.] OFFENCES AGAINST MORALITY AND DECENCY. 683 
fourths of the value of such injury, to be recovered in an action CH.il>.123. 
?D: t~e case, if he uses all reaso~~~le diligence to prevent such R. s., c. 159, 
IDJunes, and to procure the conVIctIOn of the offenders; aud the § 12, 13. . 

town paying such sum may recover it in an action on the case 
against the persons doing the injury. 

INSURRECTION. 

SEC. 9. When au insurrectiou exists in this state to obstruct 
the course of justice, or the due execution of the laws, the gover­

. nor is empowered to detach and call into actual service such 
part of the militia, as .in his opinion is adequate to suppress the 
same. 

SEC. 

CHAPTER 124. 

OFFENCES AGAINST CHASTITY, MORALITY Al"'ID DECENCY. 

ADULTEUY, L"iCEST, POLYG.D!Y, Guoss LE1\D);-:ESS ~"D FORSIC..I.TIOX. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

Adultery. 
Incest. 
Crime against nature. 
Polygamy, its punishment, and where tried. 
Lascivious cohabitation aud open and gross lewdness. 
Fornication. 

COl'CEll:illll'T OF BIRTHS ,u,"D Puoc=G ADOUTIOl'S~ 

7. Concealment by the mother of the birth of illegitimate issue, and how indict­
ed with charge of murder. 

S. Punishment for procuring or attempting to procure abortion. 

HOUSES OF lLL-F ..1.=. 
9. Keeping houses of ill-fame. 

10. Enticing females to houses of ill-fame. 
11. Warrants to search for females supposed to be so enticed. 
12. Lease of·tenant comicted of keeping house of ill-fame ,aid at option of land­

lord. 

OllSCEXE BOOES ~"D PICTURES. 

13. Punishment for making or circulating obscene books and pictures. 
14. Warrants to search for the same. 

15. Blasphemy. 
16. Profanity. 

DISTUllll~CE OF RELIGIOUS MEETL"iGS, ~"D OllSEU,~CE OF THE S..I.llll..l.TII. 

17. Rude behavior in house of worship, disturbance of religious meetings, selling 
articles within a mile thereof, and refusing to leave or conform to the estab­
lished rules of such meetings. 

18. Special police to preser.e the peace at camp meetings, how appointed, powers 
of. Presiding officer or committee of arrangements may appoint a person 
to keep boarders and sell refreshments. 

19. All such offenders shall be arrested and detained by magistrates and officers 
until a warrant can be procured, and all persons present shall assist in so 
doing. . 

Go,emormay 
call out militia 
to suppress 
insurrection. 
Isn, c. I, § 2i. 
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