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79 ELECTIONS. [TITLE I

CHap, 3. ation requived, within the time fixed by said commissioners, and
"o itas. it shall be the basis of the assessment of county taxes on such
sessors fait to  plantation, which shall be collected as if the valuation had been
make ;ﬁi&%‘n’ made by the assessors of the plantation.
and such valu- ~ SEC. 39. The preceding six sections shall not apply to any
ation shall be islands lying on the sea coast of the state; and the plantations
tazation. of Madawaska and Van Buren in the county of Aroostook are
f':cﬁgll; rot . exempt therefrom for three years from the fifteenth day of April
ands on the ~ eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, but afterwards the county com-
$oasts hor ° missioners shall organize them as hereinbefore provided.
and Van Bu- .
ren until 1860.

CHAPTER 4.
ELECTIONS.

LisTs OF VOTEES.

Sec. 1. - Assessors to make lists of voters where the selectmen are not assessors.
2. Selectmen to prepare corrected lists by the eleventh of August, annually
3. Special meetings to correct the lists. Notice to be given.
4. Lists to be deposited with-town clerk and posted by the twentieth of August.
5. Names not to be added or stricken out, except as provided. Names mny be
added at regular session on evidence.
6. Duties of selectmen respecting papers of naturalization.
7,8,9. When selectmen shall meet to correct lists.
10. Notice of such meetings to be given in warrant for calling town meetings.
11. Lists of electors of town officers to be made by twermeth of February,
annually.
12. Selectmen to be in session to correct lists.
13. These provisions applicable to cities.

NorrryiNg MEETDNGS. PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS, AND RETURNS.

14. Meetings for general elections, how called.

15. When such meeting shall be opened.

16. Officers presiding empowered as moderators.

17. "When selectmen pro tempore may be chosen.

18. Who shall preside at such choice.

19. Duties and powers of selectmen pro tempore.

20. What votes shall be offered on one list.

1. Check list and ballot boxes to be used.

Votes to be on white paper without marks.

VWhen no choice for representative is effected meeting to be adjourned one
week, and from week to week.

Meetings for choice of certain officers and for determining questions sub-
mitted to the people.

25. How the result of ballotings shall be ascertained.

26. Clerk to transmit returns of votes to secretary of state.

27. Tf the return is not received, secretary to notify county attorney. His duty.

28. New certificates to be returned in case of loss.

29. How such certificates are to be authenticated.

30. How to be sealed and returned.

31. Of filling vacancies in towns not classed, for representatives.

.
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ORGANIZED PLANTATIONS.

32. Foregoing provisions applicable to organized plantations.




TITLE 1] ELECTIONS. 73

ErecTrroNs o CITIES. .
Cmap. 4.

‘SEC. 33. Electors in cities to meet in wards. Warden to preside.

34, "Warden pro tempore may be chosen.

35. Regulations for voters on islands-in Portland.

36. Proceedings at their meetings. How their votes shall be returned.

37. When representatives may be voted for on separate ticket in cities.

38. Yhen no choice of representative, new meetmus to be called within two
weeks.

39. When aldermen shall be in session to correct lists of voters.

40, “When aldermen shall be in session to receive applications of persons claiming
right to vote. Three to be a quorum. Notice of sessions to be given in
warrant. Polls to be closed at four o’clock.

REPRESENTATION DISTRICTS.

41. Meetings of selectmen of classed towns to examine votes for representative.
42, When no choice, new meetings to be held in three weeks from first meeting.
43. Copies of lists of votes to be delivered to person elected.

" 44, 45. - If vacancy happens, what further proceedings.
46. Of notice in contested elections.
47. Voters residing in unincorporated places may vote in adjacent town.

PExNAT PROVISIONS AND REGULATIONS AFFECTING PURITY oF ELECTIONS.

48. General provisions in case of willful neglect or misconduct of selectmen and
certain other officers.

49. Penalty for willful neglect of muﬁicipal officers to issue warrants. How re-
covered.

50. Penalty for willful neglect of warning oﬁicers. To be recovered by indictment.

51. Penalty for willful neglect of proper officers to deposit with elerk and post up
lists of voters.

52. Penalty for willful neglect of selectmen to keep and use check list or to reject
illegal votes.

53. Penalties in two foregoing seetions, how reeoverable.

54. Penalty for municipal officer striking from the list the name of any voter with-
out notice. How recovered.

55. Penalty for altering, erasing or mutilating any name on list, or fraudulently
voting in the name of another.

56. Penalty for neglect to supply lost return.

57. Penalty for making false certificate in such cases.

58. Penalty for neglect in persons entrusted with returns.

59. County attorney’s duty when notified of failure of any return.

60. Liability of town officers modified.

61. Punishmént for misconduct of any person at eleetions.

62. Forfeiture by military officers parading their men on days of election.

63. Penalties of the two preceding sections, how recovered.

64. Punishment for bribery and corruption at elections.

65. Punishment for electors voting where they have no legal right.

66. Betting on elections prohibited and punished.

67. Mayor or treasurer to sue for penalty.

63. Any party who has paid such bet may recover it back.

69. Conveyances of real estate for such purposes void. Value of such estate may
be reeovered by the town.

PL.L\T.\TIO\b ORGANIZED FOR ELECTION leposrs.

70. County commissioners to issue warrant to organize such plaztations. . Notice
how given.

71. Officers to be chosen. How sworn. Assessors to make written description
of the limits of the plantation and transmit it to the secretary of state.

72. Such plentation may be divided and new one formed, or part annexed to

another.
Cheek list to be prepared, posted up and corrected.
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T ELECTIONS. [TITLE I.

Cmap. 4 SEC. 74. Meeting to be held on second Monday of September. How called.
e 75. Votes how received. List of persons voted for; and lists*of voters, and of
persons actually voting, to be returned to secretary of state.,

76. Votes so thrown to be received and allowed in elections same as votes thrown
in towns. ‘

© 77. If it do not appem: by the returns that the provisions of sections 70, 71 and
75 have been complied with, the votes of the plantations shall be rejected.
The secretary of state to furnish blanks. :

78. Such plantations to hold their annual meeting in March. Assessors and clerk
then to be chosen. May choose surveyors of lumber, fence viewers and
constables. Bonds of constables. Penalties for official neglect or miscon-
duct of officers, and voters for unlawful voting.

CHOICE OF ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT. AND VICE PRESIDENT.

79, Electors of president and vice president. - How many shall be chosen. Meet-

ings for their choice, when and how called. All the names to be on one
. ballot.

80. Proceedings at the meeting. Votes how-returned. Secretary of state to send

messenger for each return not received. Governor and council to examine
_ 2nd count the votes. Secretary of state to notify persons elected.

81. Expense of sending for returns to be paid by state and added 1o state tax of
delinquent towns.

82. When no, choice. of . a majority of electors is made, governor to assemble
legislature.

83. Meeting of the electors. Vacaneies how filled.

84.  Proceedings at such meeting,

85. Compensation of electors.

86. Secretary to furnish blanks.

87. Duty of town officers.

LISTS OF VOTERS.
Assessors to Sec. 1. In every town, where the selectmen are not the as-

prepare lists of sessors, the assessors on or before the first day of August in each
liver to the se- year, shall prepare a list of the persons they judge to be con-
lectmen. stitutionally qualified to vote therein in the election of gover-
nor, senators, and representatives, and deliver it -to the select-
men for their information.
Selectmen to Sgc. 2. The selectmen of every town, on or before the elev-
preparea cor- anth day of August in each year, shall prepare a corrected list
of persons qualified as aforesaid.
Meetings of Sec. 3. In every town, having by the census of the United
selectmen to  Qates then last taken, more than three thousand inhabitants,
notice of such the selectmen shall be in open session to receive evidence of
e s 53. the qualifications of persons claiming the right to vote in any
PSP such election, and for correcting said list, for a reasonable
time, on not exceeding two days, between ihe eleventh and
eighteenth days of August in each year, giving previous notice
of the time and place of each session, as their town meetings
are notified.
Tists tobede- SgC. 4. On or before the twentieth day of August annually,
gﬂasrllier?u?;%ﬂ. the selectmen shall deposit in the office of the town clerk, an
ed alphabetical list of voters thus prepared and revised, and post
, up a similar list in one or more public places in the town.
Namesmotto  Sgo. 5. After such lists are thus prepared, deposited with
Efrﬁ;lii;d.ﬁt, the clerk, and posted up, the selectmen shall not add thereto, nor

except as pro- strike therefrom, the name of any person, except in open session
Yided. .

R.S.,c 6 §4
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on one of the days prescribed by law for receiving evidence of (igap. 4.
the qualifications of voters; nor shall they strike from said list
the name of any person residing in the town, without notice first
given to him that his right to vote is questioned, and an oppor-
tunity for a hearing on one of such days. DBut at any regular Names maybe
session for receiving such evidence, the selectmen shall place on 2dded af regu-
the list of voters, the name of every person known by, or proved evidence.

to themto be so qualified, whether he applies therefor or not.

Sec. 6. When a person of foreign birth -exhibits papers of Selectmen, du-
na,tma,hza,tlon, issued to him in due form by a court having g:;eizsg’fegz‘?ﬁ
Jlulb(]_lctIOIl, to the selectmen of his town, if satisfied of their rabzation.
genuineness, and that such person is entitled to vote, they shall 1806, e 277, §
approve such papers by a written indorsement thereon, with the L2
date thereof; signed by one of them; register in a book kept for -
that purpose the name of the person, the date of the papers,

“the date of approval, and the name of the court by which they
were issued; cause the name of such person to be entered on .
the list of voters; and continue his name on the successive lists
so long as he continues to reside there and is in other respects
qualiﬁed to vote. If they are of opinion, that such papers are
not genuine, or were not issued to the person presenting them,
or that he is mot for other cause a legal voter, they shall
not approve them or perform the other acts required; hut Le
shall not, by their refusal to approve his papers, or to enter his
name, be deprived of his right to vote, upon satisfactory proof
of it.

Sec. 7. In every town containing more than one thousand Selectmen to
voters, the selectmen shall be in open session for a reasonable De3f session
time on each of two or more secular days next preceding any right of per-
election of governor, representatives to congress, or electors of ;;’jl;.mcvgt;’s
president and vice president, to hear and decide on the applica- =~ 7
tion of persons claiming the right to vote at such election. ) A

Sec. 8. In every town contammcr more than five hundred Same subject.
voters, the selectmen shall be in open session on one or more
secular days next preceding any such election, for the purpose
aforesaid. o ,

Szc. 9. In every town, the selectmen shall be in session On Same subject.
the day of any such election, to receive and decide on such ap- B.S.,c.6,§9.
plications, at some convenient place, for so long a time immedi-
ately preceding the opening of the polls, as they think neces-
sary, and shall hear and determine any such application at any
time before the polls are closed; but when the town contains
five thousand inhabitants or more, no such application shall be
received after three o’clock in the afternoon of said day.

Sec. 10. The selectmen shall order notice of the time and Notice of such
place of all their sessions, required or authorized in the three geesmcgsé §10.
preceding sections, to be given in the warrant for calling the 3 Greenl. %05."
town meetings.

Sec. 11. The selectmen shall make out a correct and alpha- Lists of elec-

betical list of the inhabitants in their towns qua,hﬁed to vote in E?Eie‘fs fosn

the choice of town officers, and deposit it in the office of the R.s.c.6,§11.
3 Greenl, 990.

R.S., .6 § 6.
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CHap. 4.

AMeetings to
correct lists.
R.8.,c.6,§12.
1853, c. 42, § 1.

These provis-
ions applicable
to cities.

R.S.,c.6,§ 13.

.

Call of meet~
ings for elec-
tion of state
officers.

R.8,c.6,§ 14.

Aleetings,
when opened.
R.S8.,c.6,§15.

Oificers presid-~
ing have pow-
ers of modera~
tors.
R.S.,c.6,§16.

Selectmen ab-
sent, others

may be chosen.
R.S.,c.6,§17.

Who shall pre-
side.

R.S.c.6,§18.

Duties and
powers of

ELECTIONS ‘[TITLE I.

town clerk, and post up a copy thereof in one or more public
places in such town, on or before the twentieth day of February
annually.

Sec. 12. They shall be in session at some convement time
and place, by them notified in the warrant for calling the meet-
ing in such town, on the secular day next preceding the day of
annual election of town officers in the month of March, or on
the morning of the day of election, and for so long a time as
they judge necessary, to receive evidence of the qualifications of
persons claiming to have their names entered on said list.

Sec. 13. The aldermen and assessors of the cities shall pre-
pare lists of the qualified votersin the several wards thereof
for elections of governor, repr esentatives to congress, and elect-
ors of president and vice president, and for the annual city elec-
tions, in the same manner as selectmen and assessors are Tequir-
ed to prepare them for towns, the aldermen performing the
duties of selectmen; and the wardens shall be governed by
said Hsts.

NOTIFYING MEETINGS, PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS, AND RETURNS.

Srkc. 14. The selectmen of every town, by their warrant,
shall cause the inhabitants thereof, qualified according to the
constitution, to be notified and warned seven days at least before
the second Monday of September annually, to meet at some
suitable place designated in said warrant to give in their votes
for governor, senators, and representatives, as the constitution
requires ; and such meeting shall be warned in the manner legally
established for warning other town meetings therein.

Sec. 15.  No such meeting shall be opened before ten o’clock
in the forenoon on the day of the election, unless the number of
voters in such town exceeds five hundred; if it does, an earlier
and suitable time in the day may be appointed by the sélectmen.

SEc. 16, "The selectmen or other officers, authorized and re-
quired by the constitution and laws to preside at any such meet-

ing, shall have all the powers of moderators of town meetings,
as provided in chapter three; and they shall refuse the vote of
any person not qualified to vote.

Sec. 17. If a majority of the selectmen is absent from any
such meeting duly warned, or being present, neglect or refuse to
act as such and to do all the duties required of them, the
voters at such meeting may choose so many selectmen pro
tempore, as are necessary to constitute or to complete the num-
ber competent to do the duties.

Sec. 18. During the choice of such selectmen pro tempore
any selectman present may act as moderator; if no selectmen
are present, or if those present neglect or refuse to act as
such; the town clerk shall preside; and the person so acting or
presu]mo shall have all the powe1s and discharge the duties of
moderator.

Sec. 19. The selectmen pro tempore accepting the trust,
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shall be sworn faithfully to discharge the duties of the said office,
so far as relates to such meeting and election; and in making a
record and return of the votes, as the constitution or laws re-
quire, and in all matters incidental to the trust shall have the
powers of permanent selectmen, and be subject to the same du-
ties and liabilities.

Sec. 20. At every meeting for the choice of governor, sena-
tors, representatives, and other public officers requiring the like
qualifications in the electors, the selectmen or other officer pre-
siding shall require the electors to give in their votes for the
officer or officers to be chosen on one list or ballot, or so many
of such officers, as the voter determines to vote for; desighating

s

CHap. 4.

_ selectmen, pro
tempore.

R.S., ¢ 6,§19.

What votes
shall be on one
list.

R.S.,c. 6§20

the intended office of each person voted for; if the meeting so.

.decides, they may vote for representative to the state legislature
on a separate ballot.

Sec. 21. The selectmen or other officers presiding at any
election shall keep and use the check list herein required at the
polls during the election of any such officers; and have and use
suitable hallot boxes to be furnished at the expense of the town;
and no vote shall be received,; unless delivered by the voter in
person, nor until the presiding officer or officers have had oppor-
. tunity to be satisfied of his identity, and shall find his name on
the list, and mark it, and ascertain that his vote is single.

Sec. 22. No ballot shall be received at any election of state
or town officers, unless in writing or printing upon clean white
paper without any distinguishing mark or figures thereon, besides
the name of the person voted for, and the offices to be filled, but
no vote shall be rejected on this account, after it is received into
the ballot box.

Sec. 23.
representatives to the state legislature, by reason of two or
more persons having an equal number of votes, a choice is not
effected of any or all the representatives to which the town is
entitled, the meeting shall be adjourned to the same day of the
week following, and to the same hour and place at which the
first meeting was called; and at such adjourned meeting, the
voters shall give in their votes for so many representatives as
are necessary to make up the number to which said town is en-
titled ; and like adjournments shall he had until the full number
is elected.

Sec. 24. All town meetings, required to be held for the
election of county treasurer, of register of deeds, or of repre-
sentatives to congress, or of electors of president and vice presi-
dent of the United States, or for the determination of questions
expressly submitted to the people by the legislature, as to call-
ing, notifying and conducting 7, [them,] shall he subject to the
regulations made in this chapter for the election of governor,
senators, and representatives, unless otherwise provided by law.

Sec. 25. In order to determine the result of any election by
ballot, the number of persons who voted at such election, shall
first be ascertained by counting the whole number of separate
ballots given in, which shall be distinctly stated, recorded, and

Check listsand
ballet boxes to
be used.

-R.S.c.6,§21.

Votes to be on '
white paper
without marks.
R.S.c.6,§22.

‘When at a town meeting held for the election of "Whenno

choice of re-
presentative is
effected, meet-
ing shall be ad-
journed one
week, and from
week to week.
R.S., c.6,§23.
R.S.,c.6,$24.
R. S.,c.6,$25.

Meetings for
choice of cer~
tain officers
and for deter-
mining ques-
tions.

R. S.,c.6,§26.

Result of bal--
lotings, how
ascertained.
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Cuap. 4.

R.S.,c.6,§ 7.

1847, ¢. 23, 1,
2. 1848, c.68.

ELECTIONS. [TITLE I.

returned. ~ Blank pieces' of paper and votes for persons -mnot
eligible to the office shall not he counted as votes, but the num-
ber of such blanks and the ‘number and-names. on hallots for
persons not éligible shall be recorded and return made thereof.
In case of representatives to congress, and to the state legisla-
ture, registers of deeds, county and state officers, except where a
defewnt rule ‘is 1)1esc11bed in the constitution, the person or
persons, not exceeding the number to be voted for at any one
time for any such oiﬁce, having the highest number of votes given
at such election shall:be declared to be elected. If by reason of
two or more of the persons having the highest number of votes,
receiving an equal number, the election of the requisite number
of officers cammot be declared; without declaring more than the
requisite number elected, no one of those hzmncr an equal num- .
ber of votes shall be declared to be elected. In, all other cases
no person shall be deemed or declared to be elected, who has

. not received a majority of the whole number of votes counted as

Clerk to trans-
mit returns of
votes to secre-
tary of state.
R.S.,c.6,§28.
1848, c. 50.

Cm.mt‘)' attor-
ney to be noti-
fied if return
not received.

His duty.
R.S.,c.6,§29.

Loss of re-

turns, how

supplied.
R.S., c.8, § 30.

aforesaid ; and if a number greater than is required to be chosen
receive a majority of the whole number of votes so given, the
number so required, of those who have the greatest excess in
votes over such majority, shall be declared to be elected. If
the number to be elected cannot be so completed by reason of
any two or more of such persons having received an equal num-
ber of votes, the persons having such equal numbera shall be de-
clared not elected.

Src. 26. The clerk of each town shall deliver or cause to be
delivered at the office of the secretary of state, the returns of
votes given in his town, for governor, senators, representatives
to the legislature, representatives to congress, electors of presi-
dent and vice president of the United States, and for county
officers, within thirty days next succeeding any meeting for their
election, or shall deposit them, post paid, in some post office,
directed to the .secretary of state, within fourteen days after
such meeting, to be transmitted by mail; and shall also forward,
ag soon as practicable; to such office a statement attested by ]nm
of the number of votes for said several officers, given at such
election in his town, which shall he opened and filed by the sec-
retary, and kept for the .examination of the public.

Skc. 27. If any such return is not received by the secretary
of state within thirty days next after such meeting, he shall forth-
with notify the county attorney of the comlty in which such
town is situated, who shall give immediate notice thereof to the
clerk of such town, and unless he receives satisfactory evidence,
that said clerk has complied with the requirements of the preced- -
ing section, he shall prosecute for the penalty hereinafter pro-
vided.

Sec. 28.  When any such original return is in any way lost
or destroyed, the selectmen and elerk of such town, on receiving
information of such loss or destruction, shall forthwith cause a
copy of the record of the meefing, at which such vote was given,
to be made with their certificate upon the same sheet, that if is
a true copy of the record, that it truly exhibits the names of all
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persons voted for for the offices designated, and the number of (gap. 4.

votes given for each at such meeting, and that said copy con- ———
tains all the facts stated in the original return.

- 8ge. 29.. The selectmen and: town clerk, who were present Oath to be

at the meeting and signed the original return, shall sign the Zde fo copy

certificate mentioned in the preceding section, designating their ®.s.,e.6, §31.
office against their names as in the original return, and make

oath that said copy and certificate are true, before some jus-

tice of the peace of the county, who shall make certificate of

such oath on the same paper. , ,

Sec. 30. Such copy and certificates shall then he sealed up, Qertificate,
and directed to the secretary of state, with the nature of the jemmed.
contents written on the outside; and the clerk of such town E-S.c.6,§32
shall cause the same to be delivered into the office of the secre-

. tary of state, as soon as may be.

Sec. 31. When the selectmen of any town, not classed with Vacancies
others as a representative district, by any means have knowledge Lo flted
that the seat. of a representative thereof has been vacated by classed for ro-
death, resignation, or otherwise, they shall forthwith issue their 11;.. ., ¢.6,§33.
warrant, giving at least seven days notice, for a meeting of the '
electors of said town to fill such vacancy; and at such meeting
the like proceedings shall be had, as at any meeting held on the

second Monday in September for the like purpose.

ORGANIZED PLANTATIONS.

Sec. 32. Ixcept when otherwise specially provided, the reg- These provis-
ulations made in this chapter in reference to towns and town losapplicsble
officers shall be applicable to organized plantations and their pRlantitionS- .
officers; and the assessors thereof shall be considered selectmen ™5 & §3%
for all the purposes of this chapter, and perform their duties

under the like penalties.

ELECTIONS IN CITIES.

SEC. 33. For all the purposes mentioned in sections fourteen Electors in
and twenty-siz, [twenty-four,] the inhabitants of cities shall meet fities to meet
as the constitution requires, in ward meetings, to be notified and Rr.s., c.6, § 38.
warned, as town meetings for similar purposes are. The warden Warden to
shall preside ; the clerk shall make such record as the constitu- Preside-
tion requires; and the city constables shall preserve order. :

SEC. 34. If the warden is absent from any such meeting, or Warden pro
refuses or neglects to preside, a warden pro tempore shall he i&mpore may
chosen, and during such choice the ward clerk shall preside; and R-S:c.6,§30.
the warden pro tempore accepting the trust, shall be duly sworn,
and have the power and perform the duties of warden of such
meeting, and be liable to like penalties.

SEC. 35.  The qualified electors of the ward composed of the Regulations
islands within the city of Portland, may meet as provided in the folands i
forty-third section, and also for the choice of city officers, on Portland.
either of said islands, which a majority of such electors designate ﬁ'g;’c‘_"g%’ﬁ?; (1):
at any meeting legally held for the purpose.

SEC. 36. The warden thereof shall preside impartially at Proceedings in
R ‘ their meetings..
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How the votes
shall be return-
ed.

R. 8., c. 6, §41.
1845, c. 266, § 1.

‘In cities,
pames of rep-
‘resentatives
on same lists
as other offi-
cers.

R.S.,c.6,§ 42.

If no choice,
further meet-
ings.

R. 5., c.6,§43.

Aldermen of
cities, when to
be in session
to correct lists
of voters.

. 1856, c. 219, § 1.

- Aldermen,
when to be in
‘session to re-
ceive applica-
tion of persons
claiming right
to vote.

Three to be a
quorum.

Notice of ses-
sions to be giv-
en in warrant.
Polls to be
closed at four
o’clock.

R.S., c. 6,§45.

ELECTIONS. [TITLE I.

such meetings, receive the votes of all the qualified electors
present, sort, count, and declare them in open meeting and in
the presence of the clerk, who shall make a list of the persons
voted for with the number of votes for each person against his
name, and the offices respectively, and in open ward meeting
and in the presence of the warden, shall make a fair record
thereof; a fair copy of this list shall be attested by the warden
and clerk sealed up in open meeting, and delivered to the clerk
“of ward number one in said Portland within eighteen hours after
closing the polls, and the votes thus thrown “shall be deemed
as thrown in and belonging to the last mentioned ward.

Sec. 37. In voting for representatwes to the state legislature
in the wards of a city, the names shall be on the same ballot

awith the other officers to be chosen at the meeting by voters of

like qualifications, unless the board .of aldermen in their warrant
notifying the meeting require a separate ballot or ballots, which
they may do. .

SEC. 38. When. a choice of any such representative is not
effected, the aldermen shall call new meetings of the wards for
the purpose, to be held at the same time, within two weeks after
any former meeting; and the like proceedings shall be had at
such meetings, as at the first, until a choice is effected.

Sec. 39. In cities contamlng more than two thousand quali-
fied voters, the aldermen shall be in session from nine o’clock
forenoon to one o'clock afternoon, on each of mnot less than
three- secular days next preceding any day of election when
a list of voters is required, at some.central and convenient
place, to receive evidence of the qualifications of voters whose
names are not on the lists; and on satisfactory evidence pro-
duced at any such session, they shall enter the name of the per-
son found qualified on the list for'the proper ward. In cities
containing a less mumber of voters, the aldermen shall hold,
prior to the day of election, the same number of sessions for re-
ceiving such evidence, as selecimen of tewns having a similar
number of inhabitants are required to hold. :

Sec. 40. In every city, the aldermen shall e in session on
each day of election when a list of voters is reduired, from nine
o’clock forenoon to one o’clock afternoon, to hear and decide on

-the applications of persons claiming the right to vote ; and on satis-

factory evidence produced, they shall deliver to each such person

‘o written paper by them signed, directed to the proper warden,

requiring him to enter the name of such person on his list; and
it shall be entered, and .his vote received. For the purposes of
this and the preceding section, three aldermen shall be a guo-
rum. Notice of the times and places of all sessions, required
by this and the preceding section, shall he given in the warrant
for calling the ward meetings. In all elections in cities, the
polls shall be open until four oclock afternoon, and then he
closed.
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Sec. 41, When two or more towns or plantations are classed Meetings of

for the purpose of choosing a representative to the legislature, Zﬂ‘;ggﬁﬁgs
the selectmen of the oldest town in such district shall ‘appoint to examine
a time and place for the meeting of the selectmen of the several Yoes fot rep-
towns therein, and give r‘easonable notice thereof to the other r.s,c.6, §46.
selectmen, for the purpose of examining copies of the lists of
votes for representatives as prescribed by the constitution, where
no time or place of meeting has been otherwise established.
“When thus assembled, the selectmen of all the towns, by a
-majority of votes: reckoned by towns, shall determine the time
and place for their future meetings in- said district for the pur-
pose aforesaid; and such time :md place shall continue fixed,
until altered by a like vote.:

Sec. 42. When, at any such meeting of selectmen, on com- Wh-en no
paring the lists of votes, it appears: that mo person is elected, choice, new
-they shall issue their - warrant in legal form for another me'et'mg, held three
to be held three weeks after such first meeting in their respect- ‘g;ii‘;:?;,ﬁg,
ive towns, at the same hour and place as the former; and said Rr.s.c.6,§47.
selectmen shall again meet, within four days after such second
trial, as provided in the constitution.. If it still appears that
no choice is made, the same proceedings shall be repeated every
three weeks, until a choice is made.

Sec. 43. When it appears to the selectmen’ so’ assembled Copies of lists
that an election of a representative is made, they shall deliver g yores to be
to him certified copies of the lists of votes W’lth]]l ten days after person elected.
election, or sooner, if required by him. R.5.,c.6,§48.

SEc. 44, When the selectmen of the oldest town in a dis- Vacancies,
trict are duly notified, or otherwise satisfied, that the seat of 1;:2 ﬁlle(;l. 1

their representative has been vacated, they shall, as soon as may ~ " »§49.
De, leaving a convenient time for calling meetings in the several
towns, appoint a day of election to fill such vacancy, and notify
" the selectmen of the other towns accordingly.

Sec. 45.. The selectmen of the several towns shall czﬂl meet- Same subject.
ings upon the day appointed, and proceedings shall then be had, B-S.ec. 6s§%9-
as requued by the constitution and laws for the election of rep- [ R 8,064 0.
resentatives on- the second Monday of September, and said se-
lectmen shall meet within four days thereafter to examine the
lists of votes, and if a choice has been made, shall deliver copies -
of the lists to the persons elected, as provided in section forty-
three, otherwise such proceedings shall be had as are provided
in section forty-two. The provisions of section forty-one, forty-
two, forty-three, forty-four and forty-five, shall apply to and be

- ohserved by the assessors of plantations, as well as selectmen -
of towns.

CONTESTED ELECTIONS.

SEc. 46. When any person intends to contest, before the Contested
house of representatives of this state, the right of any person to fections, no-

. . tice of to be
his seat therein, who has been duly returned as a member given, objec-
thereof, he shall notify the person so returned of such intention, :?tiﬁg&e

11
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at least twenty days before the first Wednesday of January, by
delivering to him in hand, or leaving at his last and usual place
of abode, a written spec1ﬁcat10n of his objections to the validity
of such return; if the meeting, at which the person returned
claims to have been elected, was held at least thirty days before _
the first Wednesday of January; and depositions may be then
taken as in actions pending.

VOTERS IN UNINCORPORATED PLACES.

Smc. 47. When a person, resident in any unincorporated
place adjacent to a town or organized plantation in a represent-
ative distriet, gives or sends in ) his name to the selectmen of such
town, or assessors of such plantation, on or before the first day
of June, he shall be entitled to vote in all elections of state or
county officers, members of congress, electors of president and
vice president, if in other respects he is a qualified elector and
continues his residence as aforesaid, or removes to said town; .
and the selectmen or assessors shall place hLis name on the list
of votels, and recelve his vote accordmoly

'PENAL PROVISIO\S AND REGULATIONS AFFECTING PURITY OF ELDC-
‘ TIONS.

Scc. 48. If any selectman, or other town, city, or plantation

perform. duties officer, or any such officer chosen pro tempore, willfnlly neglects

required of
selectmen.

R.S.,c.6,§53.
10 Maine, 109.

Penalty for
nef’lect of mu-~
mclpal officers
to issue war-

rants for meet-

or refuses to perform any of the duties required of him, or will-
fully does, authorizes, or permits to be done, any thing prohibited
by the constitution or by the provisions of this chdapter, he shall
for each offence, forfeit not less than fifty, nor more than five
‘hundred dollars, and be imprisoned in jail not more than nine,
nor less than three months, except where otherwise expressly
provided in this chapter.

Sec. 49.  If the aldermen of c1mes, selectmen of towns, or
assessors of plantations neglect to issue their warrant as required
by law for a meeting for the choice of state or county officers,

- ings for choice representaﬁves to the legislature, or to-congress, or of electors

of officers.

Penalty how

recovered, and

by whom.

Penalty for

neglect of con~

of president and vice president of the United States, they shall
each forfeit fifty dollars to their city, town, or plantation, to be
recovered in an action of debt by the mea,surer thereof, or by
any citizen thereof when said treasurer is a member of the de-
linquent board.

SEc. 50.  If any constable or other person legally reqmred to

e to sum. Summon the voters of a city, town, or plantation to assemble at

mons voters.

Penalty for

willful neglect

any meeting for the choice of any officers mentioned in the pre-
ceding section, neglect to do so, or to make due return of the
Warrant therefor, he shall forfeit twenty-five dollars to his city,
town, or plantation for each offence, to be recovered as provided
in the preceding section; but if he willfully neglects or refuses

Tillful neg e, t0 do so, he shall forfeit not less than fifty, nor more than two

by indictment.’

hundr ed dollars, half to the state and half to the prosecutor, to
be recovered by indictment.

-Sec. 51, If the selectmen of a town or assessors of a plan-
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tation willfully neglect to deposit a list of the voters with the (gyp, 4.
town or plantanon clerk, and to post up such lists, as are herein T —
before required, they sha,]l each forfeit not less than ffty, nor nfgﬁilc?t:r
more than one hundred dollars; and for each day’s neglect after deposit and
the twentieth day of August, and until the election then next en- . S., c.6,§ 55.
suing, they shall each forfeit thirty dollars. -

SEC. 52. If such selectmen OTr assessors Wlllfu]ly netrlect ‘OT Penalty for
refuse to keep and use a check list, as provided in section twen- Eﬁ;’iffflg‘;s]*ej}’
ty-one, or willfully receive any vote prohibited by section twenty- torejectillegal
two, they shall each forfeit not less than fifty; nor more than one 3 g 4 556
hundred dollars. e

SEc:. 53, The penalties in the fwo precedmfr sections may be Penalties, how -
recovered in an action of debt, in the name and to the use of ;:e‘“er“ble
the town or plantation, where the offence is committed, to be T 5657
commenced and prosecuted to final judgment at the request of
any voter therein, by the treasurer, unless he is one of the de-
linquent officers, and in that case, by one of the constables.

Sec. 64. If any municipal officer strikes from the list of Penaity for
voters, after it is prepared and posted, the name of any person E‘;’;‘ggﬁ}lgg
resuhno in the town without the notice and opportunity for hear- names from
ing prowded in section five, he shall forfeit not less than twenty, Lstwithous
nor more than one hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action
on the case by the person whose name was struck out.

Sgc. 55. . If any person wrongfully alters, erases, or mutilates tPennlty for al-

ering, erasing

any name on a list of voters, or fraudulently votes in the name 7 &. P57

of another, or under an assumed name, he shall forfeit the sum names on
named in the preceding section, half to the use of the prosecutor, ﬁoff];thljﬁ’ and
and half..to the state, and be imprisoned not more than six the nameof

another.
months in jail.

Src. 56.. . If any selectman or other officer of a city, town, OT Penalty for
plantation, or any such officer chosen pro tempore, willfully neg- ;f;}ggg to sup-
lects or refuses to perform the duties required by sections twen- R, S.y¢.6, § 55.
ty-eight, twenty-nine, and thirty, on notice of the loss and de-
struction of any return therein described, he -shall forfeit not
less than one hundred, nor more than five lnmd_led dollars.

- SEc. 57. Any such selectman or other officer, permanent or Penalty for
pro tempore, who in such case makes a false certificate and making false
makes oath to its truth, shall suffer the punishment provided g g . ¢,g550.
against. the crime of perjury, and be disqualified from holding
any office under the constitution and- laws of this state for ten
years.

SEc. 58. If 4 person; to whom the returns of vot s of any Penalty for
city, town, or plantation, for governor, senators, or representa- ‘;:;’Slggts"tfo
tives in. congress, are entrusted by the clerk thereof to be for- whom returns

warded to the office of the secretary of state, willfully neglects 2r¢enirusted
to use all proper means for their delivery within the time re- them.
quired, he shall forfeit not less than one hundred, nor more than B-S-ec.6, §60.
five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned in jail not less than two,
nor more than six months ; ,

SEc. 59, - Every county attorney, who receives from the S€C- County attor-
retary of state a certificate that the return of the votes of any 2eysto prose-

cute, for willful
town, city, or plantation in his county, for governor, senators, or negligence in
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representatives in congress, has not heen duly received at the
secretary’s office, shall immediately ascertain, so far as he can,
by the default of what officer or person such neglect happened,
and demand of him, if he finds such default willfal or caused by
culpable nefrhfrence, the sum thereby forfeited ; and if it is not
immediately pzud he shall prosecute such delmquent according
to law.

Sec. 60. In no case, except as in sections forty-nine and fifty,
shall any officer of a city, town or plantation, incur any punish-
ment or penalty, or be liable in damages by reason of his official
acts or neglects, unless they are unreasonable, corrupt, or will-
fully oppressive; but the neglect to prepare the list of voters; to .
deposit it in the town clerk’s office; to post it up, as required
herein; to call town, city, or plantation meetings for elections;
to cause returns of votes, or copies thereof to be delivered into
the office of the secretary of state, as required by the constitu-
tion and laws; or to make the records by law required, shall be
deemed willful and ;unreasonable, unless the contrary is shown.

Sec. 61. At any meeting for the election of any public offi-
cer, where a list of voters is necessary, if any person willfully
votes before the presiding officer has had opportunity to find
his name on said list, or knowing that it is not on it, or will-
fully gives any false answer or statement to the selectmen or

- other officers when pre\nously preparing such list, or presiding

Penalty of
militia officers
for military
parades on.
days of elec-
tiom.

R.S..c.6,§ 64

Penalties in
two preceding
sections, how
recovered.
R.S.,c.6,§065.
Punishment
for bribery and
corruption at
elections.

R. S., c. 6, § 66.

Punishment
for knowingly
voting where
not entitled. .

1842, e. 21.

at such meeting, in order that his name may be. entered on such
list or his vote received ; or casts more than one vote at one
balloting; or is disorderly at such meeting, he shall forfeit,
for each offence, not exceeding one hundred, nor less than ten-
dollars.

Sec. 62. If any officer of the militia parades his men, or
exercises any military command on a day of election of a pub-
lic officer, as described in section sixty-three of chapter ten,
and not thereby excepted, or except in time of war or pub-
lic danger, he shall for each offence forfeit not less than ten, nor
more than three hundred dollars.

Sec. 63. The penalties, provided in the two preceding sec-
tions, may be recovered by indictment, half to the use of the
state, and half to the use of the prosecutor.

Sec. 64. If any person by bribery, menace, willful falsehood,
or other corrupt means, directly or indirectly attempts to influ- .
ence any voter of this state in giving his vote or ballot, or to in-
duce him to withhold it, or disturbs or hinders him in the free ex-
ercise of the right of suffrage, at any election held under the
provisions of the constitution or of this chapter, he shall be fined
not more than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned not less
than one year, and be ineligible to any office in thls state for
ten years.

SEc. 65. If a person, at an election of state and county offi-
cers, or of electors of president and vice president, knowingly
votes in any city, town, or plantation, where he has no legal right
to vote, he shall bé punished by imprisonment in the county jail
not, less than three months, nor more than one year.
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Sec. 66. No person shall make any het or wager upon the

“resuit of any election of persons to be voted for in this state for
any office or place, in money or in any kind of property, real or
personal, under penalty of forfeiting the money or property
so bet or wagered, to the city, town or plantation in which he
resides, or if he does not reside in this state, then to the city,

town or plantation, in which the bet or wager is made, to be re- g3

covered in an action on the case.

. Sec. 67. The mayor of the city, or the treasurer of the
town or plantation entitled to such forfeiture shall forthwith

proceed to sue for and recover it, as soon as they have proper

evidence of such betting or wagering. '

Sec. 68. Any party to such bet or wager, who has paid over
or conveyed to the winning party the money or property so bet
or wagered, may recover it, or its value, in an action on the case.

Sec. 69. All conveyances, by deed or otherwise, of any
interest in real estate, made by reason of any such bet or
wager, are absolutely void ; the person making them, shall forfeit
the full value of the interest so conveyed, to the city, town or
plantation entitled to the forfeiture for such betting or wagering,
to be recovered as aforesaid.

PLANTATIONS ORGANIZED FOR ELECTION PURPOSES.

Sec. 70  One or more of the county commissioners, on writ-
ten application to them signed by three or more persons quali-
fied as the constitution requires to be voters, inhabitants of any
unincorporated and unorganized Place in their county, may issue
a warrant to ome of them requiring him to warn a meeting of
the qualified voters of such place residing within the limits
described in the warrant, to be held at some > central place there-
in, and at a time therein spemﬁed by posting up notices of the
meeting and of its object in two or more public places within
said hmlts, at least seven days before the day of meeting.

Sec. T1. At the time and place so appointed, a moderator
shall be chosen by ballot, by the voters present to preside at such
meeting, and the person to whom the warrant was directed shall
preside till he is chosen. A clerk and three assessors shall be

chosen by ballot; be sworn by a justice of the peace, or the
moderator; and forthmth make a written description of the lim-
its of such plantatlon, sign it, and transmit it to the secretary of
state, to be by him recorded.

Sec. T2. On like application, and with similar proceedings
on a warrant of such county commissioners, such plantation may
be divided, and a part annexed to a similar adjoining plantation,
or a new plantatmn be formed; and a like description of the
newly formed plantation shall be transmltted by the assessors to
the secretary of state.

Sec. T3. The assessors of such plantation shall annually on
or before the eleventh day of August, prepare a list of such in-
habitants within its limits, as they judge to be constitutionally
qualified to vote in the election of governor, senators and -repre-
sentatives to the legislature; deposit it in the office of the
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plantation clerk; and postitup and correct it in the manner re-
quired in case of towns.

Sec. T4. They shall call a meetmg of such voters, to be held
on the second Monday of September annually, 4t some convenient
and central place in the plantation, for the election of -governor,
senators, and representatives in the state legislature, by a waxr-
rant in due form by them signed, in which the time, place, and
purposes of the meeting shall he set forth; and notice shall be
given by posting up a copy thereof in one or more public places
in the :plantation. at least seven days hefore the day of meet-
ing. - Similar notice shall he given of all meetings for choice of
representatives to the legislature, or to congress, of any state
and county officers, and of electors of president and vice presi-
dent. : , :

Sec. 5. Such assessors shall preside impartially at all such
meetings, receive the votes of all qualified voters present; sort,
count, and declare them in open plantation meeting and in pres-

ence of the clerk, who shall form a list of the persons voted for,

List of votes
and of voters
to be returned
to secretary of
state.

1840, c. 89, § 3.
ISaa, . 191
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allowed in
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1840, c. 89, § 8.
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with the number of votes for each person written out in words
against his name, and make a full record thereof in presence of
the assessors and in open plantation meeting. The clerk shall
make out fair copies of the list of voters so posted up as cor-
rected, and of the names of all voters on said list who were
actua]ly present and voted at said elecmon, which shall be
attested by the assessors and the clerk in open plantation meet-
ing, and he shall cause the record of said votes to be delivered,
within the time required by the constitution and the laws, to the
proper person appointed to receive them, and the copy of the
list of voters and of the names of the persons actually present,
and voting at the election, to be transmitted to the secretary of
state mth the record of votes aforesaid.

Skc. 6. - The votes so thrown shall be received and allowed
for ‘electors of president and vice president of the United
States, for governor, senators, and representatives to the legis-
lature, and to congress, and. for county officers, the same as
votes thrown in any town'in said county.

SEc. T7. If it does not appear by the return of the list.of
voters so posted up, and of the names of the voters on said list,
who were actually present and voted at such election, and by
the other return required to be made by the assessors and clerk,
duly made to the persons and within the time they are 1equ1red
to be made, that the provisions of sections seventy, seventy-one,
and seventy-five’ have been complied with, the votes of such
plantation shall be rejected, and not counted for any of said
officers.” The secretary of state shall furnish to the clerks of
all such plantations suitable blanks for the retums herein re-
quired.

Sec. 78. All plantations organized as aforesaid shall hold

“their annual meeting n Mmch and choose three assessors, a

clerk, one or more surveyors of lumber, two or more fence
viewers, and one or more constables. - Such constables shall give

-like Dhonds, have like powers and duties, and be subject to like
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liabilities as constables of towns. The bond shall be approved (gap. 4.
by the assessors and deposited with the clerk of the plantation.

. . Liability of
.All officers of such plantations shall be liable to the same penal- pl‘;nta&’;fi
ties for official neglect or misconduct, as such officers of towns Officers and.

are, and voters therein shall bhe liable to the same penalties for ‘{gig“c 89, § 4.

ino s 1 e, . 1843, c. 35.
unlawful voting as voters in towns are - 18 o 3%
S : 1850, c. 181.
CHOICE OF ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. . 1833, c.4%§1.

Sec. 79. In each year, when the election of president and Electors of
vice president of the United States isto take place, there shall President to
be chosen from the inhabitants of this state, as many electors 1847, c. 26, 1.
of president and vice president as this state is then entitled
to; and on Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem- Meetings for
ber of such year, the people of this state qualified to vote for el choice, -
senators in its legislature, shall assemble in townm, plantation, called.
city “or ward meeting, to be notified, held, and regulated as
prescribed by the constitution and laws for the election of such All names on
senators; and each voter shall bring in on a’single ballot the 18:7’ o. 26,
names of so many of said electors, as he determines to vote §2s.
for. ' : '

Sec. 80. The votes shall be sorted, counted, declared, and Votes, how re-
recorded ; and the returns of the number of ballots, and of the ceived andre-
votes given for each elector, shall be made as the constitution
and laws require respecting the election of such senators, to the
secretary of state on or before the second Thursday after such GoTemorand
meeting ; and on the third Thursday after such meeting, the gov- count votes.
ernor and council shall be in session, and open, examine, and Sectetary to
count the returns of votes so made, and the secretary of state turns notre-
shall forthwith send a messenger for each return not then receiv- ;e"‘“:' .
ed at his office; and when procured, it shall be counted like ni‘gg,%sgns -
the others; and he shall forthwith send a certificate of his elected.
election to each elector who received ‘the greatest number of ésfg.c' %,
votes, not exceeding the number to be then chosen. -

Sec. 81. The expense of each such messenger shall be audit- Expense of
ed and allowed by the governor and council, and paid out of fendingfor re-
the state treasury; and unless they think the officers of any de- paid by state,
linquent town have fully performed their duties in making the 2nd2ddedfe -
required returns, the amount so paid shall be added to the next linquent
state tax assessed on such town; but if the same messenger is ©™*
sent to two or more towns in the same route, the amount to be
paid by each of them, shall be apportioned by the governor and
council according to their relative distances and the expense of
traveling.

Sec. 82. If it appears on such examination, that there has Whenno
not heen a choice of a majority of the whole number of electors, ;gg‘; of ma-
the governor, by proclamation, shall call the legislature together tors is made
forthwith; and the legislature by joint ballot of the senators Soron’orsde:
and representatives assembled in one room shall choose as many ture.
electors, as are necessary to complete the number to which 1847 c-26,§6.
this state is then entitled. :

Sec. 83. The electors so chosen shall convene in the senate Meeting of

chamber at Augusta, on Tuesday preceding the first Wednesday electors-
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of December next after their election, at two of the clock in the
afternoon ; and if any elector so chosen, by reason of death or

for any other cause, is not present, the electors then present,

by a majority of votes, shall forthwith elect the requisite number
of persons suitably qualified to supply such deficiency.

Sec. 84. Said electors, on said first Wednesday of Decem-
ber, shall vote by ballot for one person for president, and one
person for vice president of the United States; one of whom, at
least, shall not be an inhabitant of this state; they shall name in
their ballots the person voted for as president, and in distinet
ballots the person voted for as vice president; they shall make
and subscribe-three certificates of all the votes by them given,
each of which shall contain two distinct lists, one of the votes
given for president, and the other of the votes given for vice
president; they shall seal them up and certify on each certificate,
that a list of votes of the State of Maine for president and vice
president of the United States is contained therein. They or a
majority of them shall, under their hands, appoint a person to
take charge of one of szud certificates, and deliver it at the seat
of govelnment of the United States, to the president of the sen-
ate of the United States, before the first Wednesday of January
then next; they shall forthwiﬂl forward, by the post-office another
of said certificates, directed to the president of the same sen-

‘ate, at the same seat of government; and they shall forthwith

Their compen-
sation.

1847, c. 26, § 9.
Secretary to
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1847, ¢. 26, § 10.

Town officers
to proceed as
in other meet-
ings.

1847, .26, § 11,

cause the other certificate to be delivered to the judge of the
district court of the United States for the district of Maine.
Sec. 85. The electors shall receive such compensation for
their travel and attendance as the members of the legislature.
Sec. 86. The secretary of state shall procure blank returns
- of the proper form for such cities, towns, and plantations, and
fornish them to the several clerks thereof at least thirty days

" before the day for the election of electors as aforesaid.

Sec. 87. All laws in force in relation {o the duties of city,
town, and plantation officers, and of voters in the election of
governor, senators, and representatives to the legislature, and
to the penalties incurred for their violation, shall, as far as ap-
plicable, apply and be in force in regard to the meetings to_be
held for the election of such electors, and to the returns thereof
to be made.
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