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64 TOWNS. [TITLE 1. 

CHAP. 2. pointed to solemnize marriages, and persons appointed to qualify 
----- civil officers, shall hold and exercise their respective offices for 

the term of fOUT years and no longer, unless reappointed; su~ject 
to removal at any time within said term by the governor and 
council. , 

Go,e.mor may SEC. 45. The governor, with advice of council, may appoint, appomt per-. h . 
sons to qualify ill eac county, persons before whom the oaths reqUlred hy the 
It~.~~.c9~§· 2. constitution to qualify civil officers, may be taken 'and subscribed. 
Officers to SEC" 46. The justices of the supreme judicial court, attor­
make oath be- ney general secretary· treaSUTer adjutant general and quarter fore the go,er- , , '. . . 
nor and coun- master general, shall take and subSCrIbe the oath or affirmatlOn 
cil. required by the constitution before the governor and council, 

when in session, and in their recess before any two members of 
Officers to the council; and every other person elected or appointed to any 
make oath be- ·....:1 ffi h II t k d b 'b th h b fi fore magis- CIl'il 0 ce, s a a ~e an su scn e e oat e ore anyone 
trate. member of the council, or before any magistrate commissioned 
R. S., c.l0, § 1. by the governor for that pUl'pose, excepting in cases where the 

constitution otherwise provides. 
Officers may SEC. 47. The governor and council may require any officer, be required to 
gi,e new who by law gives bond to the state, to give a new bond when 
bonds. ihey consider it necessary, at the request of a sUTety or other-
If ne.w bond is wise; and when a new lJond is given, the obligees in the for­
d~!ti;d~~!ffce mer one are discharged from all liability thereon for acts and 
cant. defaults after the acceptance of the new one; and if he does 
1853, c. 31. not give a new and satisfactory bond within the time specified 

by the governor and council, his office shall be deemed vacant, 
and filled as provided by law. 

CHAPTER 3. 

TOWNS, THEIR MEETINGS, POWERS AND DUTIES. 

SEC. 1. T01nls are corporations. 
2. T01nl mcetings to be called by selectmen. 
3. Can of first meeting after ineorporation, and of one when no officers. 
4. Selectmen refusing, can may be made by justice on request of 10 ,oters; same 

number may require an article to be inserted in warrant. 
5. Form of warrant. Articles to be specified. 
6. Warrant may be directcd to constable or indhidual. 
7. Mode of notice; return to state the manner. 
S. Errors in return, and in town records, and tax lists how corrected. 
9. Who are entitled to vote. 

10. Annual meetings to be in March. Officers then chosen . 
. 11. What officers are to be chosen by banot. 
12. Vacancies mny be filled by municipal officers. 
13. Clerk to preside for choice of moderator. 
14. Clerk to be sworn, fonn of oath. 
15. Officers chosen to be summoned to take their oaths. 
16. Penalty for neglect to be sworn. Exeeptions. 
17. Town and parish officers ho» sworn, and certificate to be gi,en. 1I1ode of 

making record. Clerk may record his own election. Record to be endence. 
Penalty for neglect. Fees for recording oath. 

IS. Vacancies may be filled at any to»n meeting. 



-----------------------------

TITLE T.] TOWNS. 

19. Moderator to be first chosen and sworn. His duties. 
20. Moderator to be obeyed. 
21. Powers of moderator. 
22. Relating to meetings for choice of state officers. 
23. Votes not to be read before poll is closed. Folded yates not receh-ed. 

ELECTIO~ OF CITY OFFICERS. 

24. Assessors and subordinate officers of cities, how chosen. 
25. :r.Iayors of cities have casting yote in choice of officers. 

POWER OF TOWNS TO R.llSR Mo=y. 

26. Money_may be raised, for what purposes. 

TOWN ~"D CITY BY-LaWS .ll<"D OIl.DINA..."CES. 

-27. Towns aud cities empowered to make by-laws and ordinances for certain pur­
poses, subject to approval of county commissioners or a judge of S. J. court. 

TOWN LINES. 

28. Perambulations of lines, proceedings respecting them. 
29. Monuments may be erected at angles. 
30. Disputed lines, how settled. 
31. Compensation, how made. 

PE~A.LTY FOR NEGLECT OF DuTY. 

32. Penalty for neglect of official duty by a town officer. 

ORGANIZaTION OF UNINCORPORA.TFD TOWNSHIPS. 

33. Unincorporated townships, census to be taken by county commisshners. 
Returns to be made to secretary of state of such as ha,e not less than three 
hundred inhabitants. 

34. County commissioners to issue warrant for meeting to organize. Notice to be 
posted fourteen days. 

35. Officers to be chosen. Plantations to ha,e powers and be subject to duties of 
organized plantations. Exceptions. Officers to have powers and subject to 
duties of officers of plantations. 

36. Townships so organized not to constitute a part of any other plantation and 
votes to be given in such plantations only. Returns of yates to be made as 
returns of towns. 

37. Assessors to make inventories of polls and valuation and make return. Coun­
ty commissioners to assess taxes. Manner of assessing and collecting. 

38. County commmissioners may appoint assessors, if assessors fan to make and 
return ,aluation. 

39. Certain sections not to apply to islands on coast; Madawaska and Van Buren 
exempt until 1860. 

65 
CHAP. 3. 

SECTION 1. The inhabitants of each town are a body corpo- Towns a:e 

rate capable of suing and being sued) and of appointing attorneys ;.~~r:'~~~~-3. 
and agents. 13 Maine, 466. 

SEC. 2. Every town moeting) except in the cases mentioned Meeting to be 

in the two following sections) shall 1Je called by a warrant signed f:~~~e~: se-

, 1JY the selectmen .of such town. R:S., c. 5, § 1. 
SEC. 3. The first town moeting held in town shall be called First meeting, 

and notified in the manner prescribed in the act of incorpo- ~~':nc~~e~ffi_ 
ration; and if no mode is therein prescribed) by any justice of cers, how 

the peace in the same county. When a town once organized) R~S~·c. 5, § 2. 
is destitute of officers) a meeting may be called on application to 
such justice for his warrant for the purpose) made in writing by 
any till'ee inhabitants thereof. When) by reason of death) re-
moval) or resignation, a majority of the selectmen do not remain 

9 



66 TOWNS. [TITLE I. 

CHAP. 3. in office, a majority of those remaining in office may call a town 
----- meeting. 
Selectmen SEC: 4. In case the selectmen unreasonably refuse to call a 
refusing, how. 1 h' 
called. town meeting, any ten or more lega voters t ereill may apply to 
R. S., c. 5, § 3. a justice qf the IJeace in the county, who is her~by authorized to 

issue his warrant for calling such meeting. When ten or more 
of the qunlified voters in town in writing request the selectmen 
to insert a particular matter or thing in a warrant for calling a 
town meeting, they shall insert it in the next warrant, that they 
issue therefor, or shall call a special meeting for the consideration 
thereof. 

Fo~ of :war- SEC. 5. In either case, the warrant shall specify the time and 
rant articles I hi h h tin' • t 1 h ld d' di tin t . I specified in it. P ace at w c t e mee g IS 0 Je e j an ill s c artic es 
19 niaineJ 184. state the 1Jusiness to 1Je acted upon at such meeting; and no 
R. S., c. 0, § 4. other business, matter, or thing shall be there acted upon. 
Warrant, to SEC. 6. The warrant may 1Je directed to any constable of the 
whom direct- t . di . d 1 b di tin' him t d ed. own, or any ill VI ua y name, rec g 0 warn an 
R. S., c. 5, § 5. notify all persons by law qualified to vote at such meeting, to 

assemble at the time and place appointed. 
Notice, how SEC. 7. Such meeting shall be notified by the person to whom 
E;~ on the warrant is directed by his posting up an attested copy 
warrant. thereof in some pu1Jlic and conspicuous place in said town seven 
*5 nIa!ne, 5~~. days before the meeting; unless the town has appointed, by vote, 
_6 Marne, 1{~. • • .:I!.tr d hi h In 
340 :Maine,! 575. ill legal meeting, a u.w.erent mo e, w c any town may do. 
R. S., c. D, § 6, either case the I)erson who notifies the meeting shall make his 7. , 

return on the warrant, stating the manner of notice, and the 
time it was given. 

Errors in re- . SEC. 8. When omissions or errors exist in the records or tax 
=~: :a.e;ax .lists of a town. or school district, or in the returns of warrants 
lists !)tar be for meetings thereof, they may be amended, on oath, according 
~;:n c~ 3'7. . to the fact, by the officer whose duty it was to have made them 
1855: c. 146. correctly, while in or after he ceases to be in office. If the 

original w~rrant is lost or destroyed, the return, or an amend­
ment of it, may be made upon a .copy thereof. 

Who are legal SEC. 9. Every person, who is qualified by the constitution of 
;t;rs. _ § 8 this state to vote for governor, senators, and representatives, in 

• ., C. D, • the town in which he resides, is entitled to vote in, the election 
of all town officers, and in all the business affairs tlMreof . 

.A.nnual meet- SEC. 10. The animal town meetings in the state shall be held 
ing in March, in the month of March, and the qualified voters in each town . officers then 
chosen. shall then choose by a major vote a clerk, three, five, or seven, 
it,'5~;'c~J:! i>: inhabitants of the town to be selectmen, and overseers of the 

poor, when other overseers are not chosen, three or more asses­
sors, two or more fence viewers, treasurer, surveyors of high­
ways, surveyors of hunber, tythingmen, sealers of leather, meas­
urers of wood and bark, constables, collectors of taxes, and other 
usual town officers, who shall be duly sworn. 

Officers to be SEC. 11. The election of moderator, town clerk, selectmen, 
b~U~~~ by assessors, treasurer, school committee, and town agent, shall be 
Exceptions. by ballot; and all other of said officers may be by ballot, or other 
R. S., c. 5, §"1O, method agreed on by a vote of the town. 

SEC. 12. If from any cause the town fails 01' neglects to 



TITLE 1.] TOWNS." 67 
choose, at the annual meeting, any of such officers as are not reo. CHAP. 3. 
quired to be chosen by ballot, or if after such officers are chosen " 
h .... . h ffi th . . VacanCieS, t ere IS, 1.01' any cause, a vacancy ill any suc 0 ce, e mUillCl- how supplied .. 

pal officers may fill such offices and vacaI).cies, by the written 
appointment of propel' persons, who shall be summoned by the 
constable and required to appear and take the oath of office as 
is provided in section fifteen, subject to the penalties provided 
in section, sixteen. Such appointment and oath shall bc recorded 
as in case of a choice by the town. 

SEC. 13. During the election of moderator of town meeting, Wh~ is .to 
the clerk shall preside; when he is absent from any such meet- ~:~~:: 
ing either of the selectmen or of the assessors, and if neither of 17 Maine, 444. 
those is present, any constable may lawfully do all the duties of R. s., c. 5, § n. 
clerk in receiving and counting the votes for moderator. The 
moderator may call on the voters to give in their ballots for a 
clerk pro tempore, who shall be sworn by the moderator, or a 
justice of the peace. 

SEC. 14. The town clerk, before entering on the duties of Clerk to be 
his office, shall be sworn before the moderator, or a justice of ~:th".'" form of 
the peace, truly to record all votes passed in that and other R. S., c. 5, § 12. 

town meetings during the ensuing year and until another clerk is 
chosen and sworn in his stead; and faithfully to discharge all 
the other duties of his office. 

SEC. 15. The town clerk or any two of the selectmen shall Officers chos­
forthwith make out a list of the names of all persons chosen into :~'ta~":fu~ked 
office, of whom an oath is required by law, and deliver it to a oath. 
constable with a warrant to him directed; and he shall within R. s., c. 5, § 13. 

three days from the day of receiving it, summon each of the per-
sons therein named to appear before the town clerk, within seven 
days feom the time of notice, to take the oath of office by law 
reqUired; and at the end of ten days after receiving his wanant, 
the constable shall return it or forfeit six dollars for the use of 
the town; and the town shall allow him a reasonable compensa-
tion for his services. 

SEC. 16. Every person so notified and neglecting to take the Penalty for 
oath required of him within said seven days excelJt officers for neglect to be , sworn. 
whose lleglect a different penalty is provided, shall forfeit five R. S., c. 5, § 14. 
dollars, two-thirds to the use of the town, and the other to the 
use of the prosecutor. 

SEC. 17. .Any town or parish officer may be sworn by the Townorparish 
town or parish clerk or by any maO'ish'ate or person authorized officers how '0 sworn, and 
by law, who shall give to the officer sworn, except when sworn certip.cate to 
in presence of -such clerk, a certificate of the oath administered, be grven. . 
which he shall return to such clerk within seven days, to be 17 Maine, 444. 

placed on £Ie. In either case, the clerk shall record the name Mode of mak- . 
of the officer and of his office, by whom sworn, and the time of ing record. 
taking the oath and returning the certificate. .Any town, school Clerk may 
district, parish, or corporation clerk elected to any office and dll- record hi~ 
1 d hi 1 · h f: th h own election. y sworn, may recor s own e ection, t e act at e was 
sworn, whim and by whom. The record herein required shall Record to be 
be sufficient evidence that any sl1ch officer was duly sworn. If evidence. 
any officer fails to return sl1ch certificate, or any clerk to record~:;l~l:r. for 
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C 3 such oath within ten days, he shall forfeit five dollars. Town HAP. • 
---- clerks shall be paid by the town five cents for each oath record­
Fees for re-
cording oath. ed by him. [them.] 
R.S.,c .. 5, §l5. SEC. 18. When by reason of the ,non-acceptance, death, or 
;;:ailll~d~st':~ removal, of a person du1y chosen into a town office, or by reason 
town meeting. of insanity, or other incompetency, there is a vacancy, or want 
R. S., c. 5, § 16. of officers, the town may make a new choice of officers;' and 

they shall be du1y sworn, if an oath is required, and have the 
same power as if elected at the annual meeting. 

~~es~a;h~:~n h SEC. 19. At every to:rn .meetif·ng
h 

a moderator
b 

shahll be first 
his duties. ' C osen and sworn by a Justice 0 t e peace, or y t e person 
R. S., c. 5, § 17. presiding at the meeting when he is chosen. Said moderator 

. shall regu1atethe business of the meeting; and when a vote de­
clared by hinI is, immediately after such declaration, questioned 
by seven or more, he shall make the vote certain by polling the 
voters, or in such other way as the meeting directs. 

Moderator to SEC. 20. No person shall speak in meeting before leave is 
~ ~beye:.§ 18 obtained of the moderator, nor when any other person is speak­

. ., c., . ing; and all shall be silent at the command of the moderator on 
pain of forfeiting one dollar for every breach of such order for 
the use of the town. 

His powers. SEC. 21. If any person, after notice from the moderator, per­
R. S., c. 5, §l9~ sists in disorderly conduct, the moderator may direct him to 

Withdraw from the meeting; and by his refusal he shall forfeit 
three dollars to the use of the town; and the moderator may 
cause him to be removed from the meeting by a constable, and 
detained in confinement for three hours, unless the meeting is 
sooner dissolved or adjourned.-

!:~~~n,,~ %r SEC. 22. Town meetings for the choice of governor, senators, 
choice ~f state and representatives, shall be as the constitution directs; and the 
R~S~~~: 5, § 20. foregoing sections are [not] applicable to them. 
Folded :otes SEC. 23. The moderator, or other person presiding at a town 
notrecelVed. meetino' shall not receive any vote folded or doubled or permit Votes not to 0' , 
b.e exa~ed any person before the poll is closed, without the consent of the 
~s~~~ Pen- voter, to read or examine his ballot with a view of ascertaining 
alty.· § 2 the name of any candidate thereon, on penalty of twenty dollars. 
R. S., c. 5, 1. 

ELECTION OF CITY OFFICERS. 

Assess?rs and SEC. 24. The assessors and subordinate officers of cities shall 
subordinate of-
ficers of cities, be chosen on the second Monday of March annually, or as soon 
how chosen. after as practicable, and hold their offices one year therefr.'om, and 

until others are chosen and qualified in their stead. ' -
MaJ:or to haTe SEC. 25. In the election of any city officers by ballot in the 
castin'" Tote ill b d fl' . f 1 choice"of ofli- oar 0 a dermen 01' ill conventIOn 0 the a dermen and com-
cers. mon council, in which the mayor has a right to give a casting vote, 

if two or more candidates have each half of the ballots cast, he 
shall determine and declare which of them, not exceeding the 
number to be chosen, is elected. 

POWER OF TOWNS TO RAISE MONEY. 

M?n~ may be SEC. 26. The qualified voters of a town, at a legal town 
~~~p:~ses. meeting, may raise such sums, as are necessary fOl' the mainte-
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nance and support of schools and the poor; for making ana. re- CHAP. 3. 
pairing highways, and town ways and bridges; for purchasing -----

d fi . b' d fi h' buil~l!- d 3 Greenl. 19l. an encmg urymg groun s; or purc asmg or u.wg an R. S., c. 5, § 22. 
keeping in repair a hearse and house therefor, for the exclusive 
use of its citizens; and for other necessary town charges. 

TOWN .A.c'ID CITY BY-LAWS A.c'ID ORDINANCES. 

SEC. 27. Towns, cities, and village corporations may make ~0.wns and 
such by-laws or orilinances as they think proper, not inconsistent :~~! ::';&ws. 
with the laws of the state, and enforce them by suitable penal- 36 Maine, 317. 
ties, for the purposes and with the limitations following: 39 Maine, 35. 

First. For managing their prudential affairs as they judge For ma,!-aging 
conducive to their peace and good order, and annex penalties ~ffat's~tIaI 
not exceeiling five dollars for one offence, subject to the approval R. S., c. 5, § 22. 
of the county commissioners, or a judge of the supreme judicial 

COUlS·t. F Ii hin Ii _.1' h For establish-
econd. or estab s g such po ce regLUations as t ey may ing police reg-

deem necessary for the prevention of crime, the protection of ulations. 
d h . f d d Respectin~ in-property, an t e preservatIOn 0 goo or er. fectious dis-

Third. Respecting iJ;llectious cl!seases and health.. ~85~:~.149,§ 2. 
Fourth. For regulatmg the gomg at large of dogs, swme, and Re!nllatino-o-o-

cattle therein. ing"at lar; "of 
Fifth. Respecting the measure and sale of wooq., bark, and ~~~~~ other 

coal brought to market, and the teams coming therewith. Respecting 
Sixth. For reservino' and settina off such portions of their measure and 

n n sale of wood, 
streets for side-walks as they deem proper, and keeping them baE15 and coal. 
clear of snow and other obstructions and for plantino' and pre- 18aa, c .. H!J, § 2. 

.. .., 0 Resernng 
servmg trees by the SIde thereof. streets for 

Seventh. Respectino' the erection of wooden buildinas there- side.::mlks and 
n n keepmg them 

in, and defining their proportions and dimensions; and any clear?f ob-
buililing erected contrary to a by-law or ordinance adopted under struc!i0ns and planting trees. 
this specification, shall be deemed a nuisance and dealt with 1855,c.149,§1. 

o ding. I 37 Maine, 329. 
ac~ ~ y. .. Respecting 

EIghth. For the due reg-ulation of ommbuses, stages, hackney erection of. 
coaches, wagons, carts, drays, hand-carts, and all other vehicles, fu~~~en build­
used wholly or partly therein for business, pleasure, or the con- 1855, c.149, § 3. 
veyance of passengers by horse power or otherwise, and by Ffor re~ation 
establishing the rates of fare, their routes and places of staniling, ~nd=s~ses 
and in any other respect; but by-laws and ordinances for this Such by-l,:ws 
purpose shall be published 0lle week at least before they take !'d.be publish­
effect, in some newspaper printed therein, and penalties for their 1850,c.156,§3. 
breach shall not exceed twenty dollars for one offence, to be re-
covered by complaint to the use of such city, town or corporation. 

Ninth. For the effectual protection of persons against injury :t:'0r the protec­
from the sliding of snow and ice from the roofs of buildings ~~~ °t1~e~lid~s 
therein; but the authorities of such cities, towns and corpora- iug ,!f snow 
tions shall notifY the owners of the buildings of by-laws or ~~!:~e from 
ordinances adopted under this specification, and if they do not 
comply with them in thirty days after notice, they. shall be liable 
for all injury sustained by any person in consequence thereof; 
and said authorities, at the expense of their cities, towns or cor-
porations, may place the required guards or other obstructions 
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CHAP. 3. on the roof of STIch buildings and the re~sonable charges therefor 
----- may be recovered of such owners. . 

TOWN LINES. 

~erambula- SEC. 28. The municipal officers of the most ancient town 
tions, proceed- h II . t d ., 'tin' t h ffi f th d ings respect- S a gIVe en ays notIce ill wn g 0 suc 0 cers 0 e a -
ing<,them~ ')_ joining towns of the time and place of meeting for perambulation; 
R. u., c. 0, § _0. and the officers who neglect their duty in notifying or attending 

in person, or by substitutes, shall forfeit and pay ten dollars, 
two-thirds to the use of the town, which complies with its duty, 
and the other third to any two or more of said officers of the town 
complying, to be recovered at any time within two years after 
the forfeiture is incurred; and the proceedings of such officers, 
after every such renewal of boundaries, shall be recorded in 
their town books. 

1Ionuments . SEC. 29. .All towns which since the twenty-second day of 
may be erected • ". 
at angles. March, eIghteen hundred and twenty-eIght, have perambulated, 
R.S., c.5, § 26. or hereafter perambulate their several lines as by law prescribed, 

and set up stone monuments, at least two feet high, at all the 
corners and several angles, and where the lines cross highways, 
or on 01; near the banks of all rivers, bays, lakes, or ponds, which 
said lines cross, or which are the boundaties of said lines, shall 
be exempted from the duty of perambulating said lines, except 
once in every ten years commencing in ten years from the time 
the stone monuments were so erected. 

Disputed lines SEC. 30. When a town petitions the supreme judicial court, 
of tmms, how • d .. 
settled. stating that a controversy exists between It an an adJoinrng one 
R. S., c. 5, § 27. respecting a town line or lines, and praying that it may be run 

by commissioners appointed by the court, the court,after due 
notice to all parties concerned, may appoint three commission­
ers, who shall, after giving notice to all persons interested of 
the time and place of meeting, ascertain and determine the line 
or lines in dispute, and describe them by courses and distances, 
and make, set, and mention in their return, suitable monuments 
and marks for the permanent establishment of such lines, and 
make duplicate returns of their proceedings; one of which shall 
be returned to the court, and· the other to the office of the sec­
retary of state; and such line or lines, shall be deemed in every 
court of law and for every purpose the true dividing line or 
lines between such towns. 

Compensa- SEC. 31. The court may allow the commissioners a proper 
!~~~~OW compensation for their services, and issue a warrant of distress 
R.S.,c.5,§2S. according to law for its collection of said towns in equal pro-

portions. 

PENALTY FOR NEGLECT OF DUTY. 

Penalty for SEC. 32. .Any town officer, who neglects to perform any duty 
~~~td~~.of- lawfully required of him, shall forfeit not exceeding twenty dol-
1846, c.196, § 3. lars for every such neglect, for which no . other· penalty is pro-

vided by law, to be recovered in an action of debt in the name 
and to the use of the town by the treasurer thereof. 
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ORGA1iLZA.TION OF UNINCORPORATED TOWNSirrPS. 
71 

CH.A.P. 3. 
SEC. 33. The county commissioners of thc several counties Unincorporat­

where unIDcorporated townships are situated, shall once in five ed tOmlsfhiPts, 
census 0 J 0 

years from the first day of July, eighteen hundl'ed and fifty-sev- be taken by 
en, when there is no United States census taken within said five ~~drt~~~'to 
years, cause a census of the inhabitants of such townships to be be made to sec­
made; and when return thereof is made to them, they. shall de- ~~t~icho~sstate 
termine what townships have not less than three hundred in- have not less 
~abitants; make a suitable description and designation thereof ~~a:!dein_ 
and return them to the secretary .of state. habitants. 

SEC. 34. They shall, in March thereafter, issue a waITant to .To issue Tfar­
some prin'cipal inhabitant of each township 1':0 returned directinO" ~ant for meet-

u , 0 lng to organ-
him to notify the inhabitants thereof to assemble at a timeand ize. 
place therein designated, to organize such township into a planta-
tion, and choose all necessary plantation officers; by posting a Notice to be 
copy thereof in two public places in such township, fourteen days f~e~e~;~­
before the day of the meeting; and he shall retul'll it with his 
doings thereon to such meeting. 

SEC. 35. At such meeting, the inhabitants shall organize them- Meetings to 
selves into a plantation by choosinO" all such officers' and there- choose officers; 

b , and planta-
afterwards such plantations shall possess all the powers and priv- tions to have 
ileges, and he subject to all the duties of plantations organized b~'~~1je~~~0 to 
under section forty-four of chapter fourteen of the revised stat- duties of or-

. h dId fi h th ganized plan-ntes of eIghteen un rec an orty, except so muc ereof as tations. 
imposes on such plantations liabilities for damages for want of Exceptions. 
repail's of the highways thereof, and under the provisions of 

. the general laws of the state in reference to such plantations; Offi t h 
. . =o~ 

and thelI' officers shall have the same powers and be subjected po,,:ers, and be 
to the same penalties as officers of plantations organized under ti~~J~~\tffi!~~ 
said forty-fourth section. . of plantations. 

SEC. 36. From the time appointed for the first meeting of TOml~hip so 
h t h· th t't d'b d d d' d orn-aruzednot any suc owns IP, e ern ory so escn e an eSlgnate, to "constitute 

and the inhabitants thereof shall cease to constitute a part of a part of any 
1 · . d d th t f 0 t b d' h other planta-any p antation orgalllze un er e ac 0 coer secon , eIg - tion and votes 

teen hundred and forty; and at all general elections in the state, to bhe !PI'yen in 
. h . h 1 . suc p anta-the qualIfied voters t ereof shall vote only ill t e p antatio'llS tions only. 

organized under this law, at meetings caUed for that purpose; Returns of 
a.nd the returns of such votes shall be made by the assessors and 1"Ot:1s to be 
clerk thereof like the returns of votes in towns. ~~ ~goe~s. 

SEC. 37. The assessors first chosen in such plantations, shall .A.sses~ors to 
immediately take an inventory of the polls and valuation of the ri:;~FYoTI":o­

. property therein as inventoi'ies and valuations are taken in and Tal~ation 
towns; and return them on 01' before the first clay of J1me fol- ~~J':~k~t;:e­
lowing, to the county commissioners of their county; who shall turn the~eof 
h f h 1 . th' 11 . same as m t erea terwards assess on suc p antatlOns ell' rata) e propor- tOmlS. 

tion of all cOlmty taxes according to such valuations; and such County com. 
t h II 1 d d II t d . "h 1 t t" . to assess coun-axes s a )e assesse an co ec e ill suc p [1n .a IOns as ill ty taxes on 
towns. s,'lch planta-

S 98 If h f h 1 . 1 tions andman-EC. ... . t e assessors 0 any suc p antation neg ect to ner of assess-
make and retUl'n such valuation, the county cOllilllissioners may !n~mideollect. 
appoint three 01' more suitable persons of the "county to be. asses- ~~~ty com. 
SOl'S therein, who shall be sw()...I'll, and make and return the valu- may appoint 
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CHAP. 3. ation required, within the time fixed by said commissioners, and 
if it shall be the basis of the assessment of county taxes on such 

~~~~~~~rfiil fos- plantation, which shall be collected as if the valuation had been 
make and r.e- made by the assessors of the plantation. 
tuIn valuation, •• • 
a~d such valu- SEC. 39. The preceding SIX sections shall not apply to any 
::eo~a~?:~o~e islands lying on the sea coast of the state i and the plantations 
taxation. of Madawaska and Van Buren in the county of Aroostook are 
Sections no! exempt 'theI;efrom for three years from the fifteenth day of April 
to apply to 151- • " 
ands on the eIghteen hundred and fifty-seven, but afterwards the county com-
M~d~~~~ato missioners shall organize them as hereinbefore provided. 
and VanBu­
ren until 1860. 

CHAPTER 4. 

ELECTIONS. 

LISTS OF VOTERS. 

SEC. 1. "Assessors to make lists of voters where the selectmen ""; not assessors. 
2. Selectmen to prepare corrected lists by the eleventh of August, annually 
3. Special meetings to correct the lists. Notice to be given. 
4. Lists to be deposited with town clerk and posted by the twentieth of August. 
5 •. Names not to be added Or stricken out, except as provided. Names" may be 

added at regular session on evidence. 
6. Duties of selectmen respecting papers of naturalization. 

7, 8, 9. When selectmen shall meet to correct lists. 
10. Notice of such meetings to be given in warrant for calling town meetings. 
n. Lists of electors of town officers to be made by twentieth of February, 

annually. 
12. Selectmen to be in session to correct lists. 
13. These provisions applicable to cities. 

NOTIFYING MEETINGS. PnOCEEDrnGS AT ELECTIONS, AND RETUlL.'i"S. 

14. Meetings for general elections, how called. 
15. men such meeting shall be opened. 
16. Officers presiding empowered as mo~erators. 
17. When selectmen pro tempore may be chosen. 
18. Who shall preside at such choice. 
19. Duties and powers of selectmen pro tempore. 
20. What votes shall be offered on one list. 
21. Check list and ballot boxes to be used. 
22. Votes to be on white paper without marks. 
23. When no choice for representative is effected meeting to be adjourned one 

week, and from week to week. 
24. l\Ieetings for choice of certain officers and for determining questions sub-

mitted to the people. 
25. How the result of ballotings shall be ascertaincd. 
26. Clerk to transmit returns of votes to secretary of state. 
27. If the return is not recei-I"ed, secretary to notify county attorney. His duty. 
28. New certificates to be-returned in case of 1055. 

29. How such certificates are to be authenticated. 
30. How to be sealed and returned. 
31. Of filling vacancies in towns n~t classed, for representntives. 

OnGA!iIZED PL.L'>TATIONS. 

32. Foregoing provisions applicable to organized plantations. 
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