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CONSTITUTION 

OF 

THEUNITED STATES 

"'U~TlCLE 
I. Legislative p~wer. 

II. E;<ecutive power. 
III. Judicial'power. 
IV. Relative right" of states. 
V. How the constitution maybe amended. 

VI. Of former 'debts, suprei"""y of the 
constitntion and laws of the United 
States and oath required of public 
'officers. ' 

VII. Of the 'ratification of the constitntion. 

AlVIENDMEl"'ITS. 

1. Religions freedom and the rights of 
speech, tj:Jc press and petition., 

2. Right to bear arms. 
3. Restrictions on quartering troops . 

'ARTICLE 

4: Restrictions on the right of search and' 
seizure. 

5. Rights ofpcTSons charged with cr~es' 
and of private property. 

6. Mode' of trial in c'riminal cases. 
7. Oftrialsby ju,ry in civil actions. 
S. Of excessive bail and'restrictions on' 

fines and other punishments. 
9. Rigbts reserved to the people. 

10. Powers retained by the states and peo-' 
pIe. 

11. United States courts not to have juris. 
diction of suits brought by individuals, 
against' one of the states., 

12., l'.fanner of choosing president imd vice 
president. 

. WE, the peo'ple of the United States, in order to form a more Preiunble:, 

IJerfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide 
for the common defence, promote the general welfare,. and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and 
establish this constit~tion' for the United States of America.· 

ARTICLE I. 

SECTION 1. 

1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Legislative 

cOlIgres? of the United States, which shall' consist of a senate and f:;~:gr:~~~ed 
house of representatives. 

SECTION II.' 

1. The house of representatives shall be composed of members House ofrepre­

chosen every second year by the people of the several states:; and ~~~~~::~.how 
the electors ill' each state shall have the qualifications requisite for 11 M""s. 424. 

electors of the most numel'Ous branch of the state legislature. 
1 



2 CONSTITUTiON OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Qualificatiou of 2. No person shall be a representative, who,shall not have 
a representa- . d f fi d b 
tive. attame to the age 0 twenty .ve years an een seven years a 

citizen of the United States; and who sball-not, when elected, be 
an inhabitant of that state in which be shiall be chosen. 

Apportionment . 3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among 
of represent a- 1 I,' h b' 1 d . h' h' U . d tives and direct the severa states, WLllC may emc ude WIt III t IS Dlon, accor ~ 
taxes. ing' to their respective members, which shall be determined by 

adding to the whole 'number of free persons, including those bound 
to service for a :term of years, and excluding Indians~ not, taxed, 

Census. tbree fifths of all otber persons. Tbe actual enumeration shall be 
made within three years after the first meeting of tbe congress of 
tbe United States, and witbin eV81'y subsequent term of ten years, in 
sucb manner as tbey sball by law direct. The number of represen­
tatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand; but each 
state shall have at least one representative; and until such enumer­
ation shall be made, the state of New Ha1l1:pshi1'e shall be entitlea 
to fhoose three,lYlassachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Propiclence 
plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, 
Pennsylvania eight, Delawa1'e one, ~iaryZand six, Virg~nia ten, 
North Carolina five, South Ca1"Olinq five, and Georgia three., 

Vacancies to he 4. vVhen vacancies happen iIi the representation from any state, 
filled. 

the executive a)1thority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill 
such vacancies. 

House ofrepre- 5. The house of representatives sh~ll choose their speaker and 
sentatives to ' 
choose their other officers '; ,and shall have the sole 'power of impeachment: 
own officers. 
Power of im­
peachment. 

Senate, how 
composed. 

How classified. 

SECTION III. 

1. The senate of tbe United -States shall be composed or'two 
senators ii.'om each state, chosen by the legislature thereof, fOl'six 
years; and each senator shall have one vote. 

2. Immediately aftel~ they shall be assembled in consequence of 
the first election, they shall be divided as equally as maybe into 
three classes. Tbe seats of the senators of the first class shall be 
vacated at the expiration of the second year; of the second class, 
at the expiration of the fourth year; and of the third class, 'at the 
expiration of the sixth yea.r; so that one third maybe chosen: every 

Of temporary , second year; and if vacancies bappen by resignation or otherwise, 
appointments. during tbe recess of the legislature of any state, the executive 

thereof may make temporary appointments, until the next meeting 
of the legislature, which shall then fiJI such vacancies. 

Qualifications 
Df a senator. 

3. No person shall be a senator, who shall not have attained to 
the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the United 
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant -of that 
state for which he shall be chosen. 
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CONSTITUTION UF THE UNITED STATES. 

4. The vice president of the United States shall be president of Vice president 
. .' to be president 

the senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally dIVIded. of the senate. 

5. The senate shall choose their other officers, and also a pres i- President pro 
, .• tern. and other 

dent pro-tempore, in the absence of the VIce pr~sIdent, or when he officer~ may be 

shall exercise the office of·president of the United States. chosen. 

6. 'The senate shall have.the sole lJOwer to try all impeachments. ~ower to try 
llllpeachments. 

When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. 
When the president of the United States is tried, the chief justice 
shaH preside:; and no person shaH be convicted without the concur­
rence of t,,,o thirds of the meD?bers present. 

7. ,Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further Effect.ofjudg-
, ment III such 

than to removal from' office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy cases. 

any office of honor, trust or profit u-nder' the United States; but the 
partyconvic.ted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indict-
ment, trial; judgment and punishmellt, according to law. 

SECTION IV. 

1. The times,places and manner of holding elections for sena- Times,places 
. h 11 b 'b d . h b h and manuer of tors and representatIves, s a e prescl'l e III eac state y t e electing mem-

1 . 1 h f b h . b 1 bers of con-egIs a,ture t ereo; ut t e congress may at any tIme, yaw, gress. 

make or alter such reg~lations, except as to the places of choosing 
senators. 

,2. The, congress shaH asse!uble at least onc,e in every year, and 
such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless 
they shall by law appoint a difFerent day. 

SECTIQN V. 

Sessions annu­
al, at least. 

1. Each house shaH be the judge of the elections, r~turns and Membership. 

qualifications of itS own members, and a majority of each shaH 
constitute a quorum to do business ; but a smaller number may Q~~rum, 
d·' r. d d d b h' d 1 11 ADJournments, a Journ 1wm ay to ay, an may e aut Ol'lze to compe t e 

attendance of absent members, in such manner, and under such 
penalties as each house'may provide. 

2. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish Rules and or-
. ' b r. d' d 1 b h' d' h h f ders Censurea Its mem ers 101', IS0r er yea vlOr, an WIt t e concurrence 0 and ~:<pulsion. 

two thirds expel a member.' , , 

3. Each house shaH keep a journal of its proceedinrrs, and from Journals of 
. ' . bl' h h ." h t:>. 'h' each house. tIme to tIme pu ~ t e same, exceptIllg suc parts as may' III t 811' 

judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the memhers ' 
of either house, on any question, shaH, at th~ desire of one fifth of 
those pr~sent, be entered on the jo"urnal. , . ' 

4. Neither house,during the session of congress, shall, without Limi~ation of 

I , f h h "d' Ii 1 -, the nght to ad-t 1e consent 0 t e ot er, a Journ or more t lan three days, nor joum. 
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Compensation 
and privileges. 

"Po what offices 
members of 
congress may 
not be appoint­
ed. 

·Of bills for rais­
ing revenue. 

Df the presi­
~dent'8 veto, in 
,case 9f bills. 

Also in case of 
concurrent or­
ders, resolu­
tions Or ;vat,:,', 

CONSTI1.'UTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

to any other place than that in ,which the two houses shall ,be 
sitting. 

SECTION VI. 

I. The senators and representativ:es shall receive a. compensation 
for their services, to be ascertained by law, ,and paid out of. the 
treasury oJ the United States. They shall in all cases, exc~pt 
treason, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged fi .. om arrest 
during their attendance at the ,session of their respective houses, and 
in going to, or returning from the same; and for any speech or 
debate in.either house, they shall not be questioned in anybther 
place. 

2. No senator or.representative shall, during the time for which 
he was elected, be appointed to ,any' civil office under the authority. 
of the United States, which shall have been c:eated, or the emolu,. 
ments whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no 
person hold~ng any office under the United States, shall be a mem­
bel' of either house during his continuance in office. 

SECTION VII. 

1. All bills for ralsmg revenue shall originate in the house Of 
representatives; but the senate may propose or concur with amen'd­
ments, as on other bills. 

2., Every bill, which shall have passed the house of representa­
tives and the senate,shall, before it become a law, be presented to 
the president of the United States. If he approve, he shall sign 
it; but if not he shall return it, with his objections, to that house in 
which it shall have originated, who shall entel' the objections at 
large on tbeir joumal, and proceed to re-consider it. Hafter such 
re-consideration1 two thirds of the house shall agree to pass the bill, 
it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house,by 
which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if approved by two 
thirds of that hou~e, it shall become a law. But in all such cases, 
the votes of both houses shall .be determined hy yea~ and nays; and 
-the names of the persons voting for and against the bill, shall be 
entered on the journal of each house respectively. H any bill shall 
not be returned by the president, wit4in ren days (Sundays excepted) 
after it shall have been presented to him, the ~ame shall be a law, 
in like manner as if h'e had signed it, unless the congress, by their 
.adjournment, prevent its return; in which case it'shall not be a law. 

3. Every order, resolution or vote, to which the concurrence of 
the senate and house of representatives may he necessary (except 
on a .question of adjournment) shall·be presented to the president of 
the United States; and, befor~ the same shall take ,effect, ,shall be 



CONSTITUTION OF THE UNiTED STATES. 

approved by him; orbei~g disapproved-by him, shall be l'e-passed 
by two thirds of the senate and house -of representatives, according 
to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill. 

SECTION VIII. 

The congress shall have power, Powers of con-

I. To lay and collect taxes, duties, iniposts and excises; to pay r~~;i. 171. 

the debts and provide for the common defence and general welfare 
of the United States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be 
uniform throughout the United States; 

2. To borrow money on tbe credit of the United States: -2 Peters 449, 

3. -To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the :~eat.l,209. 
several states, and. with the Indian. tribes: 11 Peters 102. 

4. To e~tablish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform 2 Wbeat. 259. 

1- " b' f ."" . S 4 Wbeat. 122, aws on the su ~ect 0 bankruptCIes, throughout the Umted tates: 209. 

5 T . 1 "h I "h f d f fi . 12 Wheat. 213. • " 0 com money; regu ate t e va ue t ereo ano orelgn" 
coin; and fix the standard of weights and measures: 

6." To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities 
and current coin of the United States: 

7. To establish post offices and post roads: 
8. To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by secur­

ing for'limited times to authors and inventors, the exclusive i-ight to 
their respecting writings and discoveries: 

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court: To define S Wheat. 153. 

and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high _ seas, and 
offences against the law of nations: 

10. To declare Wal;; grq.nt letters of marque and reprisaI; and 8 Cranch JUl. 

make rules _concerning captures on land and water: 
11. To raise and support armies; but no appropriation of money 

to that use shall be for a longer term than hvo years: 
12. To provide-and maintain a navy : 
-HL "To make rules for the government and regulation of the hi.nd 

and naval forces: 
14. To provide for calling forth- the militia to execute the laws 

of the Union, suppress insurrections 'and repel invasions: 
15. To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the militia, 12 Wheat. 19. 

and for governing such part of them as may be employed in the 
service of the United States; reserving to the states respectively, 
the appointment of the officers and the authority of training the 
militia, according to the disciplineprescribecl by congress: 

16, To exercise exclusive legislation:, in all cases whatsoever, 8 Mass, 72, 

over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by ces-
sion of particular states, and the acceptance bf congL'ess, become 
the seat of the government of the United States; and to exercise 

--, 
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2 Cranch 358. 
4 Wheat. 316. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

like authority over all places purchased by the consent of the legis­
lature of the state in which the same shall be, for the erection of f6rts, 
magazines, arsenals, dock-yards a:nd otber needful buildings: and. 

17. To make all laws, which shall be necessary .and proper for 
carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and ali other powers 
vested by this constitution in the government of the United States, 
or ill any department or officer thereof. 

SECTION IX. 

Restrictions 1. The migration or importation of such persons,as any of the 
upon the pow- •• b I . k . d· h II ·b h·b 
ers of congress. states now eXIstmg s al thm proper t6 a mIt, s a not e pro I -
1 Wash. C. C. • d b 1 . h h d· ht h . d d R. 499. Ite y t 1e congress, prIOr to t e year one t ousan . elg un re 

Powers with 
held from tbe 
individnal 
states. 

.5 Wheat. 420. 
-8 Peters 88. 

and eight; but a tax o"r duty bJ~y be imposed on such importa:tion, 
not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 

2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall pot be sus­
pended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the' public 

safety may require it. 
3. No bill of attainder, or ex post facto iaw, shan be passed. 
4. No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in pro­

portion to the census or enumeration; herein before· directed to· be 
taken. ' 

5. No tax or duty shall he laid on articles exported from any 
state. No preference shall be given, by any regulation of commerce 
or revenue, to the ports of one state ~over those of another; nor 
shall vessels, bound to or from one state, be obliged to enter, clear, 
or pay duties in another. 

6. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, butin consequence 
of appropriations. made by la\v; and a l'egular statement and a:ccount 
of the ':receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be pub­
lished from time to time. 

7. No title of nobility shall be granted by the UnitedlStates; 
and no person, holding any office of profit or trust under them, shall, 
without the consent of the congress, accept of any"present, emolu­
ment, office or title; of any kind whatever, from any king, prince 
or foreign state. 

SECTION X. 

1. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance,- or confederation; 
grant letters 6f marque and reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit; 
make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of 
debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto law', or law iinpaiiing 
the obligation of contracts; or grant any title of nobility .. 

2 Gall. C. C. R. 138. 3'Peters289. 4 Peters 431, 514 .. 6 Cra"nch 87. 6 Pick. 440 . 
3 Wash. C. C. R. 313. ,7 Peters 243 .. 4 Wheat. 518.- 12 Wheat. 370. ·11 Peters 420,257.-
15 Mass. 44·7. 16 Mass. 245. 2 Fairf. 118. . 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE, UNITED, STATES. .1 
2. No state ,shall, without th~ consent of the congr,ess,Jay any Congyess m~y 

, d' . h b b' permit certam imposts or: utleS on Imports or. exports, except w at may e a sq- acts, otherwise 

I I fi .,. . I d h' prohihited to ute y necessary_ or executmg Its mspectIOn aW5; an tenet pro- the states. 

duce of all duties and imposts, laid by any state on imports or 12 Wheat. 419 

exports, shall be for the use of the tre~sury of the United State~; 
and all such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of the 
congress. No state shall, without the consent of congress, lay any 
duty of tonnage, keep'troops or ships of war in time of peace, enter 
into any agreement or compact with another state or with a foreign 
power" or engage in war; unless actually invaded or in such immi-
nent danger as will not admit of delay. 

AR TICLE II. 
SECTION 1. 

L The executive power shall be vested in a President of the President and 

U · d S fA' H h II I Id l' ffi d' h vice president. mte' tates 0 merlca. e s a 10 liS 0 ce urmg t e 
term of four years, and together with the vice president, c,hosen for 
the same term, be· elected as follows: 

2. Each ,state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature Electors of 
, d' . b f I I h h I those officers. thereof may rrect, anum er 0 e ectors, equa tot e woe I\umber 

of senators and representatives to which the state maybe entitled· 
in the congress'·; but no senator or representative, or person holding 
an office of trust ~or profit under the United States, shall be appointed 
an elector. ' 

3. The. electors 'shall meet in their 1'espective states, and vote by Original mode 
. . ' • • of electing pre-

ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall not be an znhabztant sident and vice 

of the same state with themselves;' arid they 'shall make a list of all president. 

the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each; 1phich ~:ti~~ee:}01r2 
list they shall sign, and certify, and transmit, sealed, to the seat of ~e third clause 
.. III art. 2, sec. I. 

the government of the United States, directed to the president of the 
senate. The president of the senate shall, iri the presence of the 
senate and house of rep1'esentatives, open all the certificates, and 
the votes shall then be counted. The person having the greatest 
number of votes shall be the president, if such number be a majority 
of the' whale number of electors appointed; and if there be more 
than one who have such majority, and have an equal numbe1· of votes, 
then the house of 1'Cpresentatives shall immediately choose by ballot 
one of them for president: and if no person have a majority, then 
from the five highest (m the list, the said house shall in like manner 
choo~e the president: but in chopsingthe president, the votes ,shall 
be taken by states, the representation from each state having one 
vote; a q1wrzlm for this purpose shall consist of a member or mem-
bers from two thi1·ds of the states, and a majority of all the states 
shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, after,the choice of the 
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president, the person having the greatestnurnber of ,votes of .the 
electors, shall be the. viC(~ president. But if there shouldl'emain 
two or more, who have equal votes, the senate shall choose from them 
by ballot, the vice pl'esident. 

:rime of choos- 4. The congress may determine the time of choosin rr. the electors, 
iDg electors and " , , ' " 0, 

when they shall and the day on which they shall give theIr votes; WhICh day shall 
vote, b b U ' be the same t roug out the mted States. 
Qualifications 5. No person; except a ~atu~al born citizen, or a citizen of the 
of president. S h 11 United tates at the time of the adoption of this constitution, s a 

be eligibJe to the office oLpresident: neither shall any person be 
eligible to that, office, who shah' not have attained to the age of 
thirty five years, and been fourteen years a resident within the United 
States. 

P!""vjsi~ns for 6. In case of the removal of the president from office, or of his 
~~i~"th~;~l'n.~~. death, resignation, or inability to discharge the- powers and. duties 

of the said office, the same shall devolve on the vice president; and 
the congress may by law provide for the case of removal, death, 
resignation or inability, both of the president "and vice- president, 
declaring what officer shall tben ~act as president, and",such officer 
shall act accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a president 

Presirlent's 
compensation. 

His oath. 

. shall be elected. . • 
7. The president shall, at stated times, receive for bis service~ a: 

compensation, wbicb shall neither be increased nor diminisbed du~ing 
tbe pel:iod for which be shall have been elected; and be l?bail not 
receive, within that period, any oth~r emolument from the .United 
States, or any of thern. 

S. Before he en~er on the execution ofl:Jis office, he sballtake 
the following oath, or affirmation :. 

9. "1 do solelTIDly swear (or aflh:m) tbat I will faitbfully execute 
tbe office of president of. tbe United States, and will, to the best of 
my ability, preserve, protect and defendtbe constitution oftbe Uni~~d 
States." 

SECTION II. 

President to be 1. The president shalL be commander in chief of the army and 
~hief.anderin navy of tbe United States, and of tbe Inilitiaof the several stat~s, 
May r~'l.uire wben called into tbe actual service of tbe United States. He may 
theopiDlOn of • b .. , , . , 'al "L 
theheadsofde~ reqUlre t e opmlOn, m wntmg,of tbe prmclp offiCe!: ,meac:LJ 
partments. of tbe executive departments upon any subject, relating to, the 

Reprieves and duties of tbeir respective offices; mid be sball have power to grant. 
pardons. , , 

reprieves and pardons for offencesagamst the'Umted States; exc~pt 
in cases of impeachment. 

Of treaties and 2. He shall have power, by and with the advice and ,consent ,I!)f 
foreign inter- ' 
course. the s.enate, to make ~ treaties,pro.V:ded, two' thirds of. the senatar5 
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present concur; and he shall nominate, and' by and with the ad vice 
and 'consent of the senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other publicApp~intment of public officers, 
ministers and consuls, judges of the supreme court and all other 2 Brockenb. C. 
officers of the United States, whose appointments are not herein c. R. 96. 

othenvise provided for, and 'which shall be established by law: but 
the congr~ss may by law vest the appointment 'of 'such inferior 
officers, as they think proper, in the president alone, in the courts of 
law, or in thebeads of departments. 

3. The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies, that Of vacancies in tbe recess of 
may happen during the recess of the senate; by granting commis- tbe senate~ 
slens, which shall expire at the end of their next session. 

SECTION III. 

1. He shalf fl'om time to time give to thecorrgress information of FtiI,tber"poweI'~ 
h U · d d h . 'd" h and duties, the state of t e DIon, an recommen to ten' conSI eratlOn suc ' , 

II\easures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on 
extraQrdinary occasions, convene botb houses, or eithel' of them, 
and in case of disagreement between' them with respect to the time 
of apjourlJment, he may adjourn tMm to such time as he shall think 
propel'; he shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers; 
he shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed i and shall 
com,mission all the officers of the United States. 

SECTION IV. 

1. The president, vice president and all civil officers of the United Ofrem6va! of 
States shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and con- U~S~byo~~e 
viction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors, peachment. 

ARTICLE III. 
SECTION I. 

I" The judicial power of the United States shall, he vested in one Judicia! power, 
supreme court, and in such inferior courts as the congress may, from how vested, 

time to time, ordain ~nd establish. The judges, hoth of the supreme Tenure of of­
and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior, and fice. 

shall, atstated times, receive for their services a compensation, which Com~~nsation. 
shall not be diminished during their continuance in office.' , 

SECTION II. 

1. The judicial power shall extend toaH c'ases, in law and equity, :!,x~(j~t oftbe 
, arising under this constitution, the la,vs of the United States, and Jlu~c~~r.°:or 

treaties made, or ,~hich shall be made, under their authority'; to all G Peters 515. 

cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and' consuls; tei' 5 Crouch 61. 

all cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies 'to ~9~~7~'F R. 

which the United States shall be a IJarty; to' controversies between ,3 Wheat. 336. 
9 Wheat. 738. 

two or'more states,' b'etween a state and Citizens 'of dnothei' state' See amendment , , ' , 11. 
2 
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between citizens of different states) between citizens of the same 
state claiming lands under grants of diife.rent states, and between; a 
state, or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens or subjects. 

Original and ap- ~. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other, public ministers and, 
pellate jurisdic-
tion of the su- consuls, and those in wbich· a state shall be a party, the supreme 
preme court. ., • . c-
5 Peters 1. court shall have ongmal JurisdICtion. In all the other cases be lOre 

mentioned, the supreme court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both 
as to law and fact, with such exceptions and under such regulations, 
as the congress shall make. 

Oftriallly jury. 3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of i~peachmerit,shall 
be by jury, and such trials shall be held in the state where the said 

Where to be crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within 
held. 

any state; the, trial shall be at such place or places as the congress 

Definition of 
treason amI 
moue of proof. 

Its punishment. 

Mutual credit 
to be given to 
the public act3 
of the states. 
Mode of au­
thenticating. 
7 Crunch 481. 
17 Mass. 521. 
9 Mass. 462. 
] Caines 460. 
1 Fairf. 278. 

may by law have directed; 

SECTION ·III. 

1. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying 
war against them, orin adhering to their enemie's, giving them aid 

" . and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason, unless orr 
the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or o~con­
fes~ion in open court. 

~. The congress shall have power to d~cla:re the punishment of 
treason, but no attainder of treason shall wor~ corruption of blood, 
or forfeiture, except during the life of the person attainted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SECTION I. 

Full faith and credit shall be givenin each state to the public 
acts, records and judicial proceedings of every other state. And 
the congress may by general laws prescribe the manner in which 
suc~ acts, records a~d proceedings shall be proveq, and th~ eff~ct 
thereof. 

SECTION 11. 

Reciprocal 1. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges 
right of citizen-
ship. and immunities of citizens in the several states. 
6 Pick. 69. C) A h d . . h fi 1 h 
Fugitives from -. person c arge 1ll any state WIt treason, e ony or ot er 
justice. crime, who shall flee from' justice anll be found in another state, 

shall, on demand of the executive authority of the state from which 
he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the state having jurisdic-, 
tion of the crime. . 

Fugitives from 3. No person held to service or labor in one state, under the 
service or labor, . . . 
required under laws thereof, escapmg mto another, sb all , m -consequence of any 
the laws of cer- l' b . b d' h d fi b . 1 b tain states to law or regu atlOn t erem,' e lSC arge rom suc serVIce or a or; 
be delivered up. 
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but shall be delivered up on claim of the party, to whom "slich 1 Wash. C. C. 
R.499. 

service or labor maybe due. 2 Pick. ll. 

SECTION "III. 

1. New states may be admitted by the congress into this Union; Adrilission~f 
. • d" new states. 

but no Dew state shall be formed or erected within the JUl"lS Ictl0n 
of any other state; rior any state be formed by the junction of two 
or more states, or parts of states, without the consent of the legis-
latures of the states concerned, as well as of the congress. 

2. The conlTress shall have power to dispose of, and make all Power of eon-
::> • • " " • gress as to the 

needful rules and regulatIOns, respectmg the terntory or other territory and 

b I · h U' d S d h' . h' other property property e ongmg to t e" mte tates; an not mg m t IS con- of the U. S. 

stitution shall be so construed, as to prejudice any claims of the ~~~ters 511, 

United States, or of any particular state. 

SECTION IV. 

The United States shall guarantee to every state in the Union a Obligation of 
. r the U. States to 

repubhcan form of government; and shall protect each 01 them protect the'sev-
. ., d 1" f hI' 1 f I eral states. agamst mvaslOn; an on app IcatlOn 0 t e egis ature, or 0 tie 

executive ("'hen the legislature cannot be convened,) against 
domestic viole~ce. 

" " AR TIC LEV. 
The congress, whenever two thirds of both houses shall deem it How tbe con-

" .• . stitution may be 
necessary, shall propose amendments to thiS constltutlOn; or, on the amended. 

application of the legislatures of two thirds of the several states, 
shall call a convention for proposing amendments, -Ivhich, in either 
case, shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of this con-
stitutiClD, when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the 
several states, or by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the One 
or the other mode of ratification,may be proposed by the congress: 
Provided, that no amendment, which may be made prior to the Proviso. 

year one thousand eight hundred and eight, shall in any manner 
affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first 
article;, and that no state, without its consent, shall be deprived of 
its equal suffrage in the senate. 

ARTICLE VI. 

1. All debts contracted, and engagements entered' into, before Debts under the 

h d . fl' .. h II b l'd' 1 U· confederation " tea optIOn 0 t 11S constitutIOn, s a e as ya I agamst tIe mted assumed by the 

S d h· " d h fi d . U. States. ' tates un er t IS constitutIOn, as un ert e con e eratJon. 
2." This constitution and the laws of the United States which Supremacy of 

h II 
. U. States' con-

S a be made III pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which "stitution and 

shall be made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the ~afVheat. 316. 

1 f h I , d h . d' "h II b Peters C. C. R. supreme aw 0 t'e ana: an t e JU ges ill every state s a e 390. 
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1 Wash. C C. 
R. 322. 
6 Peters 515. 

Oath required 
oj' public offi­
cers. 

No religious 
test. 

Ratification of 
this constitu-
,tion. ' 

CONSTITUTION OF ,THE UNITED ST..I.TES., 

bound thereby, any thing, in the constitution 01'. laws of any state to 
the contrary ilOtwithstanding. 

3. The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the 
members of the several state legislatures, and all executive and judi­
cial officers, both of the United States and of the several states, 

, shall 'be bound, by.oath or affirmation, to su PPOft this constitution; 
, but no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any 
office or public trust under the United States. 

ARTICLE VII. 
The ratification of the conventions of nine states shall be sufficient 

for the establishment of thi;; constitution, bet\veen the states so rati­
fying ,the same . 

. DONE IN CONVENTION, by the unanimous consent of the states 
present, the seventeenth day of September in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven, and of 
tbe independence of the United States of America" the 

'twelfth. 
, 

NOTE • ..,...The foregoing constitution was by the 'votes of nine states represented in con­
.gress, on the thirteenth day ofSepte~her, one thousand seven hundred aJld eightY eight, 
,declar.ed to have heen ratified in the manner therein prescrihed; and the first Wednesday 
of March then next was designated"" the time for commencing proceedings nnder the 

,<laflle., 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTI'TUTION 

Adopted in pursuance of the fifth article, of the original constitution. 

'Religious free- ART. 1. Congress sball make no law respecting an establish-
dom, and the f' I" h'b' , h £ ' . h f b 'd . rights of speech, meJ;lt 0 re IglOn, or pro I ltmg t e ree exercise t ereo ; or a fI gmg 
:the press and 
petition. 

'Right to hear 
.alf!lS:. 

,Restrictions on 
quartering 
troops. 

Restrictions on 
search and sei­
zure. 

the freedom of speech, or of the press; 01' the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government fOf a redress 
of gri~vances. 

ART. 2. A welll'egulated militia' being necessary to the security 
of a free state, the right of the people to keep and hear arms shall 
not he infi·inged. 

ART. 3. N~ soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house, ~vithout the consent of the owner; nor In time of w.ar, but 
in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

ART. 4. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, 
shall not be violated; .and no warrants shall issue, but upon prob­
able cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describ.,., 
ing the place to be searched,and the persons or thirgs to he seized. 
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ART. 5~ No person shall be held to answer fOl'·a capital or oth- Rights of per-
• • r. • I . d' f sons charged erWISe llllamous CrIme, un ess on a presentment or m Jctment 0 a with criiues and 

d . . '" hId I Ii of private prop-gran Jury, except m cases arIsmg m t e an or nava orces, or erty. 

in the militia, when in actual service, in time of war or public dan-
ger ; "nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb"; nor shall be compelled, in 
any criminal-case, to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived 
of life, liberty or property, without due process of law; nor shall ~ ~~r;~~. 
private property be taken for public use without just compensation. 2 Peters 380, 

657. 
ART. 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy Mode of trial in 

the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the criminal.cases. 

state and district, wherein the crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been previously ascertained by l~w, and 
to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to "be 
confi'onted with the witnesses against" him; to have compulsory 
p~cess for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to have the assis-
tance" of counsel for his defence. 

ART. 7. In suits at common .Jaw, where the value in controversy Of trial by jury 

shall exceed twenty dollars, the" right of trial by jury shall be pre- t ~:~ ~~~~;: 
served; and no fact tried by jury shall be otherwis~ re-examined in ~9peters 523. 

any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the 14 Mass. 412. 

common law. . 

ART. 8. Excessive bail sball not be required, nor excessive OfliaiJ. "Of 

fi · d " I d I' h . fl' d fines or other nes Impose , nor crue an unusua pums ments m Jcte . punishments. 

ART. 9. The enumeration in the constitution of certain rights, Rights reserved 

shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the to the people. 

peop~e. - - """ 

ART. 10. The powers not delegated to the United States by Powers retain-

h .. " " h'b' db' h d ed by the states t e constitutIOn, nor pro lIte y It to t e states, are reserve to and people. 

the states respectively, or to the people. ~~~~. c. C. 

ART. 11. The judicial power of the United States shall not be 11 Peters 257. 
. • " . U States' courts 

construed to extend to any smt m law or eqUity, commenced or n,ot ,to .haveju-

d · f h U' d S b' . f" th nsdlctlOn of prosecute agamst one 0 t e mte tates y" cItizens 0 ano er suits hrought hy 

b ., b' f r' individuals state, or y cItizens or su ~ects 0 any lOreJ~ state. a"rrainst one of 

ART. 12. The electors sball meet in their re~pective states, Jf'D~~t;~8, 
and vote by ballot for president and vice president, one of whom, Mann~r of . 

• • • choosmg preSI-
at least, shall not be an mhabltant of the same state With themselves; dent and vice 

they shall name in their ballots the person v:oted for as president, president, 

and in distinct ballots the person voted for as vice president; and 
they shall make distinct lists of all persons" voted for as president, 
and of all persons voted for as vice president, a,nd of the number 
of votes for each; which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit 
sealed to the seat of the government of the United States, directed 
to the president of the senate; the presiden"! of the senate shall, iri 
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the presence of .thesenate and house of representatives, open all 
the certificates, and the votes shall then· be counted; the person 
having the greatest number of votes for president shall be the pres­
ident, if such numher be a majority of the wbo1e number of electors 
appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the 
persons having the higbest numhers, not exceeding three, on the 

Choice by list of those voted for as president, the house of representatives shall 
:;~t~ti~~~ei~re- choose, immediately, by ballot the president. But, in chousing the 
c.ase 01 no elec- president the votes shall be taken by· states the representation from 
tion by the elec-' , 
tors. eacb state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist 

of a member or members from two thirds of the states, and a majority 
of all the states shall be necessary to a choice: and if the house of 
representatives shall not choose a president, whenever' tbe right of 
choice sball devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March 
next following, then the vice president sball act as president, as in 
tbe case of the death or other constitutional disability of president. 

Choice of vice The person having' the greatest number of votes as .vice pres-' 
president by the • h I l' 'd'f b b ., f 
senate, in case Ident, s a I be t Ie VIce presl ent, I slJch num er ea maJOl'lty 0 

of no election I b f 1 'd' f . b . by the electors, the who e num er o· e ectors appolDte ; and I no person. ave a 

His qualifica­
tions. 

majority, then from the two higbest numbers on the list, the s.enate. 
shall choose the'vice ptesident; a quomm' for the purposesball 
consist of two tbirds of the whole number of senators, and a: majority 
of the wbole· number' shall be necessai'y to a choice. 

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of president; 
sball be eligible to that of vice president of the United States. 

NOTE.-The fi;st ten of the foregoing amendments were proposed at the first ses~ion?f 
the first congress, beld under tbe constitution; the eleventh amendment was proposed at 
the second session of the third congress; and the twelfth atthe first session of the eighth 
congress: they were all adopted by tb~ number of states requiTed by the fifth article of 
the original constitution. 
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