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738 . STATE PRISON. [TITLE XIL

Cuar. 177. ing, guarding and superintending. the. prison, shall, at stated. times,
receive such compensation as shall be established in the rules and
regulations of the prison, or allowed-by the inspectors and warden,
w1th the applobatlou of the governor and council ; provided, that
the compensation of the subordinate officers, her emafter named, shall
not exceed the following rates by the year, viz: deputy warden .
three hundred and forty Qollars ;- overseer of the lime quarry, four
hundred dollars; overseer of the wheelwright department, four
hundred dollars ;- clerk and commissary, three hundred:and forty:
dollars ; overseer of the shoe manufactory, five -hundred dollais-;
overseer of the coopering. department, three hundred dollars:
Appropriations Sect. 55. . The governor, with the advice of the council, is
for the prison, " guthorized to draw wairants on the treasury -of the state in favor of ~
to he paid to the . . .
warden, on war- the warden, for all-such sums of money, as they may, from time to
rants from the  time, deem” proper, which have been appropriated by the legls]atme

OvVernor.
%824-, 287, § 25. for the support of ‘the state plqson.

CHAPTER 178.
OF HOUbES OF CORRECTIO-‘T

Sect. 1. Houses of correction and their|SEcr. 16. Pu.mshment by nbndgment of
object. ! food
2. Until provided, county jails to'be 17. Allowzmce to persons comm.ltted‘
used as such.’ o from their earnings.
3. Appointment of the master. . . .. 18. Provisiok for the sick’ :md dlsa.-
4. County commissioners to-make] — - . -bled.
. rules and orders. ‘19. Master to render account of pris-
5. Appointment and duties of over- oners’ earnings. Specml allow- .
seers of such house. ) " ance to the inaster, in certdin ca-
6. Their powers. ses, R SR
7. Compensatxon L 20, 21, 22. Remedy of master; for
8. Supervision by the commlsswners sums due him from persons com-
9. Description of persons liable to he ‘ mitted. . :
. sent to house of correction. .23, Expenses of persons commltted
10. Term of their confinement. b ander chupter, 168 §2 how de-
11. Conditions of discharge at the end © frayed.
 of the term. * - 24."Town "houses of correchon and B
12. Provision for extensmn, in case of] their object. o
. paupers. - 25. Overseers thereof,
13. Dangerous insane persons to be 26. OFf work houses approprmted to
sent to house of correction; or the - the like uses.
insane hospital. How supported. 21. Compensa.tlon of overseers' and
‘When they may he releﬂ.sed ‘or ' master.
delivered up, . 28. Daties of the overseers.
14. Commissioners to provide materi-{ = 29. Support of the prisoners,
~ als and implements for labor. 30. Powers of overseers to COlIlmlt
15. Employment of prisoners. Re-|" persons to such house.” ‘
straints. " 3l: Form of the order for commit--
. ment. 7

Houses of cor-  SgcTion 1. There. shall be erected, or otherwise provided by
fheir alject,  the county commissioners, in every county within this state, at the

1L 1L 1. charge of such county, a fit and convenient house or houses of cor-
ick. 414, . '




TITLE XI1.] HOUSES OF CORRECTION.

rectlon, where-not already plowded with ‘convenient accommoda-
tions, thereanto ad_]olnmg and belongmg, to be used and "employed
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for the keeping, correcting and setting to-work of rogues, vagabonds, -

coramon betrgals, idlers and dlaOI‘dBI‘ly persons, and all other offend-

ers, who may be committed thereto, in due course of law.

- Sect. 2. Until such house or houses of coirection be erected
or otherwise provided, the common prlson in each county, may be
made use of for that purpose.

Secr. 3. - The commissioners, in their 1espect1ve countles, shall
appoint a' suitable person to be master of each house:of correction,
and to hold his office ‘during, their pleasure. -

Sect. 4. The commissioners shall also .establish such rules and
orders, niot repugnant to the laws of this state, as they shall deem
necessary for restraining, ‘employing; governing and punishing the
persons theie confined, and for managlng the pmdentlal concerns of
the-institution. ,

Sect. 5. The CO[DII\ISSIOI]BIS, in thelr 1espect1ve counties, where
circimstances may requiie it, shall appoint, annually, three or five
suitable and-discreet persons of their county, living near the house
of ‘correction, to be overseers of 'such house; who shall see ‘that
the rales, established for. the government - of such house, and the
persons-therein confined, be duly observed ; and also shall examine

_ the accounts of the master, relating to the earning$ of the-prisoners,
and the expenses of the institution ; and -they “shall also keep a
-fairly written register of all their official -proceedirigs.

Secr. 6. The overseers shall have power to make contracts for
work to be done in the house with any person disposed to supply
the materials, and to make contracts for letting out any of the per-
sons confined, to employers living near enough, in their opinion, to
the house of . cmrection, for the overseers or master; to have-general
inspection of the conduct of pelsons, so let out, and of the treat-
ment they receive. 3

-Secr. 7. The overseers: shall receive out of the earnings of the
prisoners, or, if the same be insufficient, from the county treasury,
a reasonable compensation to be allowed by the commissioners.

" Secr. 8.. The commissioners may remove any of the overseers
during the year, and may £l all .vacancies, happening by removal,
resignation or otherwise. They shall also, at least as often as: every.
: ecrulal session, inquire into the state of the house of correction,
and examine the register and accounts of the overseers and master,
and make such further regulations and alterations'in the treatment
and government of -the prisoners for the -iime being, as circumstan-
ces may render expedlent not being contrary to the laws of the
state. - - -

. BEcT: 9. Any justice of the peace, within hIS county, on com-
plalnt under oath, and any district court in any county within its
district, on indictment, for the.terms provided in the following sec-
tion,.may send and commit to the said house to be kept, employed
and governed, according to the rules and orders-thereof, all rogues,
vagabonds and idle persons, going about in any town: or place in
the county, begging, or persons using any subtle “craft, juggling or
unlawful games or - plays,-or, for the sake of gain or emolument,

x
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Term of their
confinement. -
1821, 111, § 8.
1825, 297, ¢ 1

Conditions of
discharge, at
the end of the
term.- R
1825,297,98 1.
12 Mass. 355.

Provision for
extension, in
caseof pnupers
1823 297,98 1.

Dangerous in-

sane persons to
be sentto house
of correction, or

the insane hos-

pital. How
supported.
‘When they may
be released, or
delivered up.
1821, 111, § 6.
1835, 143, ¢ 1.

Commissioners
to provide ma-

HOUSES -OF CORRECTION. [TITLE XL,

feigning themselves to-have knowledge. in physiognomy, -palmistry,
or, for the like purpose, pretending ‘that they can tell destinies or-
fortunes, or discover where lost or stolen goods may be found ; com-
mon pipers, ﬁdd1e1s, runaways; common drunkards, common- night

walkers, pilferers, pérsons wanton or lascivious in speech or behawor,

common railers or brawlers, such as neglect their callings or employ-
ments, mispend what they earn; and do not p10v1de for the- suppmt
of tliemselves and their families. -

SecT, 10. Peisons convicted of the aforesald oﬂ'ences or ‘any
of them, before any justice of the peace, may be comrmtted as
aforesaid, for a term not. exceeding -thirty:days;-and -such as are
convicted before any district court, -may be committed fora term,
not exceeding six months ; such' term of confinement being sub_]ect
to extension, as provided in the two following sections.

Seer. . 11. At the expiration of the term .of confinement -in
either case, the persons committed shall not be entitled to their “dis-
charge, until they pay-all arrears of costs and expenses attending
their commitment, support-and-employment in such. house of cor-
rection ; unless the overseers of the poor, where such house is,-or of
the town to which such persons belong, shall pay such atrears of
costs and expenses, and in  writing certify to'the master- of - the

house, that in their opinion the public good w111 not. 1equne the lon-‘

ger conﬁnement of such .persons. - -

Secr. 12.  Notwithstanding the paylnent ‘of such costs and
expenses, if the persons so confined are paupers, or likely. immedi-
ately to become. such, the overseers of the poor, in- either-of the
towns aforesaid, may, on complaint to any justice of the peace in
the county, or to the district -court, under whose sentence the per-
sons were before committed, procuré an extension of the confine-
ment, for not more than th1rty «days at one time, before a' justice of
the peace, nor-more than six months, before.the district court, such
application to be afterwards renewed, if occasion. should réquire,
on like complaint ; in all such cases, the party undef confinement
being brought before such . justice or court to answer to such com-

plaint. . Ce

Secr. 13. Any two justices of the peace one of them belno' of
the quorum, on complalnt under oath and a hearing before_ them,
that any- person is insane and suffered to go at large, and so furi-
ously mad, that the public safety requires his immediate restraint,
shall, on ad_]udmnn‘ ‘the facts so to be, by a joint warrant under-
their hands and seals, commit-such person within sixty days to the
house of correction for the county, or to-the insane hospital, there

to be detained till he becomes of sound mind; or -be otherwise de~

livered by due course of law ; and'the person so committed shall
be kept therein-at-his-own expense; if he have sufficient property,
otherwise, of the persons or tewn that would have been chargeable

for his maintenance, if he had not heen committed ; and, if he have -
‘no settlemerit in the state, at the expense of the state ; ; and he may.

be delivered up to any fuend or to the overseers of the poor of the
town where he has his settlement as is provided 1in sections, four
and five, of chapter, one hundred and seventy three.

SECT. 14. The commissioners, in their respective counties, shall
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provide and cause to be kept, at the expense of their respective
counties, suitable materials, implements. and other necessaries, suf-
ficient at all times to-employ and keep at worlk, such as are or may
be legally committed to the house of correction.

. Sect. 15. The master of such house may set to w01k all such i
persons as are committed to his custody, so far as they may be able,
during the time of - their confinement ; and, if their deportment ren-
der it expédient he may put shackles or fetters upon them to pre-
vent resistance or escape, w1thout unnecessauly mﬂ]ctmg paln or
interrupting their labor. . - -

.Secr. 16.  Should any person, so commltted be. stubborn, dis-
ordelly, idle or refractory,-or refuse to perform ‘his appointed task
in"a proper manner, the master may abridge him of his food, until
Lie shall comply with the reasonable requirements of the master.and
overseers. :

Sect. 17. The persons committed shall he allowed only two
third parts of their net earnings for their support, and the residue
shall be to the use of the master ; unless.such persons are heads of
families ; then, the whole- net profit of their labor, or so much

thereof as the county commissioners shall order, shall ‘be for the’

relief and support of such persons and-their families.

Sgcr. 18. " If any person,. committed as -aforesaid, sball, from
sickness or other cause, be unable to work, so as to support himself
out of his share of earnings, the master shall then comfortably pro-
vide for and take care of l:nm, and be reimbursed as heremafter
provided.- :

Secr. 19. . The master of every such house shall keep an exact

account of-all profits and earhings, that shall arise from'the labor- of
all such -as shall be committed to - his.care and custody, and of Lis
disbursements for their support and .maintenance, specifying the
times of their commitment and liberation, and - ‘present the same
account, upon oath, unto the commissioners for the same 'county
annually, and-as much oftener as he shall be thereunto directed. - The
commissioners may make such further allowance, as -they think

reasonable in special cases, for the care, labor and services of the
master, besides the -allowvance of one third part of the earnlngs,_

provided in the seventeenth section of this chapter. - ~ v~ -
Secr. 20.  Whenever there shall be due to any master of such

house, from any .person  therein committed; any sum of money

under the: provisions of this chapter, and the account of such mas-

ter shall have been duly proved, and. certified to be correct by the.

commissioners, he shall have a right -to demand the same of the
person committed, if of age, otherwise, of his parent, master or
guardian ; and if there be not sufficient estate of the parties liable
as aforesaid, the same may be demanded of the overseers of the
town, wherein such person shall have his legal settlement..

Smer. 21, -Fourteen days after demand made, in writing, upon
either of the parties, liable by virtue of the plecedlng section, if the
money, so ascertained to be due, shall remain unpaid, the master of
such house of correction, ‘within ‘two years after the date of the
certificate of allowance, may commence and prosecute his action
at law for the same,- declaring as upon an 1rnpl1ed promise ; and
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CHap. 178. recover so much of the same, as shall be found justly due, of the
person comrmtted, his- parent master, guardian or town, .as the case
may require, with legal interest from: the date of such. demand and
costs ; if the party, against whom the action shall be brought, were

“duly notiﬁed -previously'to the allowance of said.account: by the
commissioners, the certificate of the commissioners. shall be pre-
sumptive evidence of the correctness of the claim ; but,-in either
case, 1t shall be liable to be - disproved by evidence - to -be offered

_ on the part of the respondent.

Same fflbj;cib Sect. 22. If there be Lkindred, who by law may be obliged

=+ 773 ™ to maintain the ‘person so. comrmtted _as provided in.the sixth sec-

‘ tion, of ‘chapter, thirty two, the master of such house, or the town,

if obliged to pay the same, may have like remedy forlecovelmg the

same from such kindred, as is provided, in the seventh section of the
same chapter, for towns, which have incurred expense for the relief

: and support of paupers.

Expenses of Sect. 3. When any person, eonv1cted befo1e the supreme

persons com- Yy dicial court, or before any district court for an offence, punishable

clpter,168,§2, by imprisonment or fine, shall be committed .to the-house of correc-

i dflffyg g, tlon, as provided in the second section of chapter, one hundréd. and
sixty eight, the expenses of keeping, supporting and e'mploying

~ such offender;, after deducting the net amount of his earnings, shall
be allowed by the commissioners of the county and paid to.the

master of such house, out of the county treasury, and with the

same right of reimbursement from the treasury of the state, as the
accounts of jailers for the prison charges for peraons, confined for
. offences against the state.. .
Townhousesof . SECT. 24.  Any town may build and mamtam, at its. own
:ﬁ’gfffg‘m’ and expense, 2 house of correction, or may, applopuate in part or in
ject. .

1825, 297,§2, 6. whole, any work house, belonging to such .town, or-in which it has
an interest, for such purpose ; and any person, belongmg to, or found
in any town, havmg such house of - .correction, who may be liable
to be sent, by a justice of the peace, to the.county house of correc-
tion, may e sent to such tosvn house of correction, by any justice,
resident in such town, and by the like- process ; pr0v1ded that the
provisions of this section shall not restrain any such justice from
ordering the commitment of any .person, so' liable, to the county
house of correction ;-and the. party aggrieved by any-such order,

. may. exercise the same Tight of appeal as in other cases. ..
Overseers Secr. 25. The selectmen of any town, erecting or otherw1se

thereof. . procuring any such house -of correction, shall annually appoint

1829,429,§ 1.
29, 429, 9 three, five or seven discreet: persons, to be the overseers of such

house, and may make and establish such rules and orders, - not
repugnant to the laws of this state, as, from time to time, they may
deem necessary, for ruling, govermmg and pumshmg such persons,
as may be there committed.

Ofworkhouses, SECT. 26. When any work house shall be appropnated for the

:ﬁ’grl“’ﬂ“gs"g ® purposes. of such house of correction, thé master of such work

. 1829,429,§ 1. house shall also be master of such house of correction ; hut, in other.

cases, the overseers, provided for in the preceding section, shall
appoint.some suitable person to be master of the house of correc-
tion, who shall be removeable at their pleasure,
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Secr. 27. The overseers and master of such town house of
_ correction shall have such compensation for their se1v1ces, as shall
be annually voted by their town.

Secr. 28. The overseers shall, ﬁom time to time, examine
into the prudentlal concerns and management of such house, and
see that the master faithfully discharges his duty,

SecT. 29. Every person, committed to such town house of cor-
rection, shall be supplied by the keeper thereof with a suitable
quantity of bread and water, or other nourishment, as the overseers
may order, while so confined 5 and all expenses, incurred for com-
mitment and maintenance, exceedmg tbe earnings of the person
confined, shall be paid by the parties liable for sumlar chalges, in
the case of persons committed to any county house of - correction.

Sect. 30.- The overseers of any such town house of colrection
may commit. thereto, for a term, not exceeding forty eight hours,
any person pubhcly appearing in a state of intoxication, or in any
manner violating the public peace, whenever the safety of the per-
son intoxicated, or the good order of the community require it, for
the purpose of security, if necessary, till such person[s] can be con-
veniently carried before a magistrate and restrained by complaint
and warrant in the usual course of criminal prosecutions.

Secr. 81. The form of the order for commitment may be in
substance as follows: ¢ To A. B., master of the house of c011ect10n,
in the town of ; you are hereby 1‘equued to. receive and
‘keep C.'D. in the said house of corréction for the term of
hours, unless sooner dlschalged by our order. o .

EF., Overseers of said’

G. H,, }house of correction.”
And it shall be the duty of any shenﬁ' deputy sheriff, constable or
other peison, to whom such order shall be given by said overseers,
forthwith to apprehend and convey such person to said house of
correction, and deliver him-to the master thereof, who shall take
and keep such person agreeably to .the order ; the oﬂicer, or other
person, serving such order,. shall be entitled to receive from the
town such fees for service and travel, as is allowed for service of
warrants.

IN THE HousE or REPRESENTATIVES October 21, 1840.

This bill, mcludmg the several chapters, munbered from one, to seventy six, and from
seventy exght to one hundred and seventy eight, inclusive, hzmnrr had three several read-
ings, passed to be enacted

HANNIBAL HAMLI_N, Speaker.

In SENATE, Octoher 21, 1840.

This bill, mcludmg the several chapters, numbered from one, to seventy six, and from
seventy exght to one hundred and seventy eight, inclusive, having had two several read-
ings, passed to be enacted.

STEPHEN C. FOSTER, President.

October 22, 1840. - Approved.- . :
JOHN FAIRFIELD.
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