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CHAP.·161.

0li' C~EATmG BY FALSE PRETENCES, GROSS !RAUDS Al"W' CONSPIRACY.
SECT, 1. Cheating by false pretences,
SECT. 7. Making false bills onading and
2. Parties to fraudulent conveyances,
'other exbibits of property, sbip~
or to tbe use thereof.
ped.
3. Suppression of last wills and tes8, False affidavits and protests.
taments.
9. Persons burning their own proper'1. Gross frauds at common law.
ty to defraud insurers.
10. Conspiracy to prosecute 'an inno5. Fraudulent destruction of vessels.
cent person. . .
6. Fitti~g them out for such purpose.
11. Conspiracies in other cases.
SECTION. 1.
Hany person, ,designedly and by any false pl'e- Cheating by
tence or by any privy or false token and with intent to defraud faIse pretences.
"
"
, 18')1 13 § 1
shall obtain from anothet· any money, gOClds or- o!her property, or 4 Pi~k. 177.'
shall so obtain the, signature of any person to' any written instLU- 21 Pick. 515.
ment, the false making of which wOltld be punishable as forgery,'
he shall l?e punished by imprisonment in the state. pi'ison; not mor,e
than seven years, or by fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars,
and imprisonment in the county jail, not more than 'one year.
SECT. 2. ,Any person, knowingly being a 'party to any convey- Partiestofraud·'
ance or assignment. of any estate or interest in lands , goods. or thinD'S
ulentconveyanu ces, or to the
in action, or of any,rents or profits. arising therefi:om, or being a ,use _ther;o{. 3
party to any charge on'such estate, Interest, rents or profits, made or 183", _19",9 1 .
created, with intent to defraud prior or subsequen,t purchasers, or. to
hin'der, 'delay m' aefraud creditors 'or other persons, and every person, being privy to, or knowing of'suell'fraudulent conveyance,
assignment or charge, \vhq shall willingly put' the same in use?as
having been made in good faitb, shall be punished by' a fine, not
exceeding one thousand ,dollars, and imprisonment in the county
jail, not more than one year.
,
SECT. 3. ,If any person, having in his' possession, or under his Suppression of
control, any last will 'and testament of a person deceased, shall wil- last wills and
'
' b Intent
'
secrete, def:ace or destroy t he same, WIt
to' 'testaments,
IiUII y suppress,
injure or defraud any dev~see, legatee or other person, he shall be
punished by imprisonment in the state prison, bot more than seven
years, 'or by fine, not exceeding one thousand dollars" and imprisonnient in the county jail, not more than one year.
.
SECT. 4.
Every person, who shall be convicted of any gross Gross frauds at
fraud
cheat at common law) shall be,punished as provided in the '~~~~f3,
preceding section.
_
SECT. 5.
If any person shall wilfully' cast away, bui:n, sink or l"randlllentdeot!len;ise destror ~ny ship or vessel within any county in tp-Ls state, :~~~tion ofves-'
WIth mtent to, Injure or defraud any owner of such vessel, or the 1821, H, § 1.
owner of any property-laden on boat'd the same,or any insurer o f '
,
such vessel or property, or of'any part thereof, he shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison, for life or any term of
ye~rs, not less than five ye,ars.
SECT. 6.
If any iJerson shall lade, equip or fit out 01' assist in Fitting them
lading, equipping or fitting out any ship or vessel, with intent that out for such
the same shall be wilfully cast away, burnt, sunk or otherwise de- 1~21'~~~; 9 2.
strayed, to injure or defraud any owner or inslll'er Qf such vessel,
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CHAP.-161. or of any property laden On board of the same, he shall be pun-

I,
I.

ished by imprisonment in the state pl:ison, 'not more than twenty
years, or by fine, not exceeding five thousand dollars, and imprisonment in the counfy jail, riot more than .one year. .
'SECT. 7.
If any owner of' any ship or vessel; or any property
Makin" false
bills oflading, laden or pretended' t6 be laden on board of the same, or if any
and other ex.hibits of prop- otherperson, concerned in the lading or fitting out such ship' or
erty shifted.
vessel, shall inake out or exbibit, or cause to be made mit and
1821, 14, § 3.
exhibited, any false or fraudulent invoice, bill of ladin'g, bill of parcels or other.' false esti!nates of any goods or property laden, or
pretended to be laden, on board of such vessel, with intent to injure
or defi'aud any insurer of such vessel or property, or' of any part
thereof, he shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison,
not mOl'e than ten years, or by ,fine, not exceeding five thousand
dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail, n.ot more than one
year.,
,
False affidavits
SECT. S.
If any master, other officer or mariner of any ship or
and protests.
vessel,shall make 01' cause to be made, or shall swear t9,any false
1821,14, § 4.
affidavit or protest, or if any ownei', or other person concerned in
such:vessel, 01' in ·the goods or property laden on board such vessel,
shall procure any such false affidavit or pl;otest to ,be made, 01' shall
exhibit the SRme with intent to ipjure, deceive 01' defraud any insurelof such vessel, 01' of the goods ot property laden on board of the
same,he shall be puni~hed by imprisonment in the state prison, not
exceeding ten years, or by a fine, .not exceeding five thousand dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail, not more than one year.
Pcr,sonsburningSECT. 9.
If any owner of any building, goods 01' other proptheir own prop!iil'
d
.
I
d
' by fu'e, or I'f any oth.er person
erty, to defraud ~l'ty, mSUl:e agamst oSS. o~'
amage
insurers.
. III pOSSeSSIOn thereof, 01' m any other way concerned or mterested
therein, shall wilfully burn or cause to be burnt any such building
01' other propel'ty, with. intent to defi'aud the insurer, he shall be
punished by impi:isonm~nt in the state prison, not more than twenty
y~N.

ciously to cause or procure another 'person to be indicted or in any
way impleaded 01' prosecuted for an offence of which he is innocent,
whether such person shall be so impleaded, indicted 01' prosecuted
or not, they shall be' deemed guilty of a conspiracy; and every
such offendel' .shall be punished by imprisonment.in the state prison,
not rhore than five years, or by ,a fine, not 'exceeding one thousand
dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail,.not more than one year.
Conspiracies in' SECT. 11.
If any two or more persons shall conspire, confed~tR1:s~~~~,
erate and agree together, with the fraudulent or malicious intent
536.
wTongfuJly and wickedly to injure the person; character, business,
5 Mass. 106.
lleI''III d"d
I
.
. .
6 Mass. 74..
or property 0 f
anot
IVl ua, or to do any illegal act, mjurious
15 Mlline, lOa, to the public h'ade, health, morals or police, or to the adrninistra3 Pick. 33.
tion of puhlic justice, or to commit any felony, or crime punishable
by imprisonment in the state prison, they shall be deemed guilty of
conspiracy, and every such offendel;, and every person who shall be
convicted of conspiracy at commOn law, shall be punished by im-- .
prisonment in the state prison, not more than three years; or by

2 iVIass. 536.

f
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SEC~·. 10. If any two or more persons shall conspire, confeder~~~S:~tU~:~~~~~- ate and agree together, with intent falsely, fraudulently and' maliconspiracy
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fine; not exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment in tbe CHAP. 161.
county jail, not more than one year.

CHAPTER

Jl6~.

OF MALICIOUS MISCfllEF AND TRESPASSES ON PROPERTY.
SECT. I. M~liciously killing or injuring SECT. 10. Stones and gravel, taken by surveyors of highways, excepted.
horses or cattle.
II. Trespasses on gardens, orchards,
2. Injuries to dams, canals, machinery" punds, engines, &c.
or improved lands, with intent to
. take, carry away, &c.·
3. Bridges and roads.
12. Passing through gardens, &c. af4. Booms, rafts, vessels, &c.
ter prohibition.
5. Trees and sbrubs.
. 13. Wilful injuries to buildings, fix6. Fences, gates or bars.·
tures, goods or valuable papers of
7. Prodnce on lands, and thi.ngs atanother.
tached thereto.
H. Limitation of prosecutions..
8. Monuments, morked trees, mile
15. Jurisdiction of justices of the
stones, guide boards, sign boards,
peace.
lamps and lamp. posts.
9. Timber, or wood standing; earth
or stone; produce on lands; goods
on wharves or landing places •.
SECTION L
If any person shall, wilfully, m~liciously or cruelly,
kill,. wound,' maim or disfigure the horses, cattle, or any otbel' beast
of another, or shall, wilfully and maliciously, administer poison to
any such animal, or shall. expose any poisonous substance, with
intent th.at the same should· be taken and swallowed by tliem, he
shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison, not more
than four years, or by fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars, ilIld
imprisonment in the county jail, not more than one year.
SECT. 2. . If any person shall maliciously or wantonly break
. down, injure, remove or destroy any dam, reservoir, canal, . tl;ench
or any of the appurtenances thereof, or any oLthe gear or machinery of any mill or. manufactory, or shall maliciously or wantonly
draw off the water from any mill pond, reservoir, canal or trench,
or destroy, injure or render useless any engine or the apparatus
thereto belonging, prepared and kept fm' the extinguishment of fires,
he shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison, not more
than three years, Ol' by a fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars,
and imprisonment in the county jail, not more than one year.
SECT. 3.
If any person shall, wilfully alld maliciously, break
down, injure, remove or destroy any public or toll bridge, or rail
road, or place any obstruction on such bridge, rail.road or any public road, with intent that any person or property passing 'on the
same,.shoul<;l be injured thereby, he shalLbe punis1wd by imprisonment in the state prison, not more than three years, or- by fine, not
exceeding five hundred dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail,
not more than one. year.
SECT. 4.
If any person shall, wilfully or maliciously, without
the consent of the owner, cutaway, let loose, injure or destroy, any

Maliciously
killing or injuring horses or
cattle.
1821,4, § 4,

Injuries to
da.ms, canaIs,

machinery, .
ponds, engines
&c.
1821,27.

Bridges and
roads.

Booms,'rafts,
vessels, &c. .
1834,98, § 1.

