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BASTARD CHILDREN. [TITL'EX. 

OF BASTARD CHILDR~~, AND THEIR- MAIl'I--rENA1~CE. 

SECT. i. ·Accu~atiOIi by a worn";;, p~egriant' &EC;T. 8. Wh~ncoinplain'!llt n.ay be a Wit. 
, ~Vith a bastard cbild;"!'d her ~x.· . ness. ' 

amination; 9. l'roc~edings, ifrespondeiit be' ad" 
2. Justice may issue a warr"'lt;.. ' judged guilty: . 
·3. Person arrested, to give 'bond,' 10. Tn.,be disqharged"if adju~ged'not 
4. On refusal, to he" committed.. . ' "guilty.· " 
'5. C~;;'e to be continued, llcertain Ii. ComplainanfilOtto settle with the 

cases. " father/if the 'overseers . of the 
6. Surre~der'ofprhicipal by hls sure~ poor object. . 

ties, and proceedings.'.. 12 ... Discharge.of the father fro:ti:dm. 
,7. Declaration to .be . filed, and form prisonment, on taki~g ·the poor 

thereof. . ··debtor's oath. .., ,. 

. 13: Liability, after such disch,ar~~ • 
. , 

Accusation, by SECTION ·1 .. When any· woman; being pregnant with a chil~, 
. ~:'~~ith~r~~~. which, if born alive, maybe a bastard; 'or who has ~een delivered 

tard cbil~; and of a bastard child, shall accuse any man of being the .father thereof, 
~i~~~xamlllac befoi'e any justice bf~ the peace;' and request a ,prosecution against 
1821, 72,§ 1., the person accused, such justice shall take her accusation- and 
16 Maine 38. , .• 1· . ., h" 'd d h . 
6 Pick. 1M. exammatJOn, on O8,t 1, respectmg t e ,pei'son -accuse ,an t e-tlme 
13 Pick. 284. and 'place; as corr,ectly as either c~n be described; when and· where 

Justice may is· 
sile a·warrant. 
1836,210; 9 2. 

Person arrest .. 
ed, to give 
hondo ' . 
'1821, 72, ~ L 
7 Mass. 34.D; 
'<\96. 

the child was begotten, and 'an such other circumstances, as he may 
deem useful in the discovery .of the truth., ' ., _" 

~ECT; ~;' Such justice may issue bis \"arrant for theapprehen
sion of sucp person, directed to the sheriff of· any ~ounty; in' which 
the 'person!accused' 'issup'posed to reside, accompanied by such' 
accusation and examination.- ' 

SECT. 3. ' When thep'ersonis brought before such or any otl;1er 
, justice" he mar .requirehim to give bond, withsuflicient sureties, iIi 

such reasonable -sum :J,S he shaH order, to the complainant, condi
tioned for his. appearance at the next district courtto be-held ~n the 
county in which she resides, and for his abiding the ,order of court 
thereon. , 
, , SECT. 4. If the'accused person-shall refuse,oroeglecttogive 

On refusal, to such bond, said J'ustice shall c-ommit-him to' the J'ail of the cblllity be committed. 
of s~ch justice, until such\bond shall be 'given. " ' . 

2 Green!. 165. 
:3 Green!. 433. 
18 Pick. 257. 
20 Pi,ck. 86. 

Cause to he 
continued, in 
certain cases. 
1821,72, § 1. 
12 Pick. 196. 

SECT.,5 ... H, at such next, or any subsequent court, the com
plainant shallnotha ve been delivered of her child; orb8 unable to 
attend court'-or for ·othei· good reason, the cause maybe continued, 
and the bond shall remain in force, until· final judgment, unless it 
shall become void, as mentioned in the following section. 

S~n~nder of . SECT. 6 .. The sl,lreties of the accused may: sUlTE3nder him in' 
E~~~t~~ ~dhls cour~ at ariy time be~ore final judgmen~t, and t~ereupon'they shall 
proceeding.s., be dIscharged: and be shall be commItted, untJl a new bond shall 
1836,210,9 2. be given.' , 
Declar.ition to SECT. 7. Before proceeding to trial, the complainant" must file 
be filed, arid a declaration, statinbfJ' that she had been delivered of a bastard child, 
fornf thereof. 
1 Greenl. 304. ,,(hich was begotten by the accused; the time and place, when and 
6 Greenl. 460. where, it was begotten, with as much precision as the ease will a Fairf. 27.. 

admit; that, being put oil the discovery of the t111th during the 
time of her travail, she accused the respondent of beingtl1e father 
.of the ~hild, and that she had been constant in such accusation. 

'. 
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TITLE X.] BAfiT .lliD,CIliLDREN, 575 
SECT. 8. Wben' thecamphlinant, having made the. said accu- CHAP. 1310' 

satian, and been examined' an oath }tsbefare mentianed, and being "\VI,~~-com
put upon the discavery, af thetrutb,: respecting the ~ame accusatian plai.nant maybe 

b . ' f I ' '1 I' 11 'I ' 1 a wItness. at. t e ~Ime a ler traval, s 1~ ,t lereupan acc.use t]~ same m.an 1821,72, \I L 
With bemg tbe fatber af tbe chIld, af-whlch she IS allaut to, be debv- 5 Mass. 517. 

d d h 1'1 .!' '. h'" ',' d 'b 11 8 Greenl. 163. 
!l~'e '-' an , s l!- " cantmue canstant m sqc "aceus,atIOn, an s a pi'as- 3 Pick. 194. ' 

ecute him as, the father af such child .befare such caurt, ,the. I?an g ~:~~: ~~o. 
sball beheld to answer ~asuch camplamt, and she shall be a witness 17 Pick..SBO. 

inth~ trial af tbe cause, unless she wauJd h.e~n incOI~peten~ wit- ~~ ~i~~: i~2. ' 
ness m any other cause, by reasan af a canvlctIOn,af same cnme. 
, SEcT. 9., If,.an such issue, the jury sh~ll find th~ respandent Proceedings, if ' 

guilty, ar if the f~cts iri the declaratian filed, ,sj:JaIl be admitted by ~~jm~~~~~, 
default ar on demurrer, he shall be adjudged, by the caurt, the 1821-,-'7:2, IIl~ 
!'. h f - h hild' a 'd h d' hI" ' h £ 2 Green!. 16". , lat, er 0, 'suc c, ,an stan c arge wit tIe ma,mten:ance t erea, 
with the assistance'af the' m<;lther, as the c()urt shall arder ; ;:lnd shall I 

give a band with sufficient sureties, and appraved by,the caurt, to,' 
the camplainant, to, pelfarm the said arder,: ali~ ,alSo, a' band with 
suffi,cient sureties approved as afaresaid, to, ,the, tawn that might be 
chargeable far tbe m,aintenance af such, child; and he ~hall be" 
cammitted'till he sball make and execute such hands: wruch1latter 
bond'shall be depasited with the clerk; of the caurt far the 'use af -
such tawn. " 

SECT. 10, If, an trial, af said cause, the jury sh~ll find the re- To bedischarg~ 
spanden~; n~t ~ilty, the caurt shall arder'him ta·be discharged; and ~~t~~~~ge~ 
the verdIct m elt,her case sball be final. 1821,72, fl. 
"SECT. 11. No, walTIan, whase' accusatian and, exa~inatian, au' CompiainilDt 

aath~ sball'dhavlealbleebn takllen bY
d 

a justice af the peac'e at hel; r~quest, ~v~~htilis:7a;eher 
as alOreS;:l1 , s 1 e a awe to, make 'any settlement With the if the overseer; 

father,ar give him any discharge, which shall be given in evidence !,fthepoor ob-' 

an tbe, trial af any such camplai~tta bar 0,1' affect the same,if it i~~t 72,111.' 

shall be objected to, in writing by tbe averseers af the poar af tbe 
tawn, interested in the _suppart afsuch mather 0,1' child. ", , 

SECT. 12. "When the' fatqer af such bastard child sliall, ha-:e, Discbarge of 

rellainedriinety days in jail, withaut being able to, cam ply with the !he f:,ther from 

d f h ' b I'b d b' k' h 'Impnsonment, 
0,1' er a caurt", e may e' 1 erate, y ta mg t e poar',deotar's on taking the 

aath, tn the sameman.ner, as pe~sbns, now,ar her~after, m.ay, wh? are ~~~h. debtor's 

cammltted an executIan; pravIded, he shaH give the like natlfica::- 1831,487,91 • 

. tian af his int~nti{m to, lake the benefit of said Dath, to, he served 
an the camplainant, if then . living, imd also, an the clerk af the 
tawn, where the child, af which he has been adjudged' the father, 
has its legal settlement, if in this state; llaid natice to, be given 
fifteen days hefare th£! day appainted far taking the aath.' , 

SEC.T. 13. . The ~ather af such child aI,1d saidta~n, may, after Liability after 

such liberatian af such prisaner, recaver af him by actian af debt, such dis~ba:rge. 
any sum afmaney, which aught to, have been paid pursuant to, the 
arder 'af caurt; , . , - , ' , 
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