
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Of --------~-------

THE 

REVISED STATUTES 

OF THE 

S'TATE OF MAINE, 

PASSED OCTOBER 22,1840; 

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED 

TH'E CONSTITUT10NS 

OF THE 

AND TO WHIOH ARE SUBJOINED THE OTHER 

PUBLIC LAWS OF 1840 AND 1841, 

WITH AN 

APPENDIX. 

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED IN COMPLIAl'l'CE WITH A RESOLVE OF OCTOBER 22,1840. 

, ~ugusta: 
PUBLISHED BY WILLiAM R. SMITH & Co., PRINTERS 1'0 THE S'fATE, 

1841. 



I 
I 

I· 

416 COUNTY ATTORNEYS. [TITLE VIII. 

CHAP. 102. their meetinu next following the third Tuesday of June, to consider 
iifs'bond-s.-- and eiamin~ the sufficiency of the security, given by the sheriffs, 
i:2ntl~lt6 2. for the faithful discharge of their duties, .and accountability: for the, 

, ,. neglect and misdoings of ·their deputies; and, if he shaH neglect to 
perform sucb du~y, or the duty requii'ed of hiin in' the preceding 
section, he shall forfeit and pay a sum, not ex~eeding one hundred 
dollars, for the use of the state, to be recovered in the name. of the 
state, treasurer, in an action of debt., ' 

C~urts maJ: ap. ' SECT. 6. W·henthe office of attorney for the state ,in any county; 
POlDt subsb-_ h b' . f h d' . . 
tutes in case of may appen t9 e vacant, at flny sessIOn 0 t e Istnct court· In 

necessaryab- such county, or such attorney for the county isdetainecl from court 
sence, &c. by sicKne?s, or other s~tisfactory reason, the said court may appoint 

. some propel; person of the .. same county, -to· pei-form, during tile 
session, the duties of the office, so far as they respect the criminal 
business of the court. ., 

Annual reports SECT. 7. The several county attorneys shall annually" In •. the 
~~~~~~~torney month of November, make to the attorney general a report of the 
1839,408, § 2.' amount and kind of official business by them done respectively, in 

the preceding year, the number of persons prosecuted, tbe offen,ces 
for which such prosecutions were had, the results thereof,. and the 
punishment awarded in each case, with such particular statements 
and suggestions as he may deeni interesting. 

Present incum- SECT. 8. The county attorneys, now i~ office, shall ,contin)le to 
:':'i!Ooffi~e. h~ld. their offices, accordingto the tenor of their respective coo-

missions. 

. CHAPTER :103. 

OF ATTORNEYS· AT, LAW. 

SECT'. 1. 'Supreme judicial court to prescribe SECT. 6. Rigbt of' parties to employ 'counsel 
rules for admission, and appoint or appear personhlly. " 
examiners, 7. Persons not regulariy admitted to 

2. Examiners to be sworn. practice, not entitled' to recover 
3.'T~·give certificate t~ candidates,if fees. 

found ·qualified. . , 8. Parties may' authorize any person 
4. Such candidates admitted to prai:- to act as their attorney T by spe-

tice in th!, supreme judicia! and cia! powers. 
'district courts. 9. Justices, in certain cases, not to 

5. Duty to be,p~id. Oath. act as attorneys. 

S~reme jlldi- SECTON 1. The justices of the supreme judicial court shall 
ci c~ubrt tal prescribe rules, for the admission of attorneys to practice law in the 
pres en e ru es . - . .. 
foradmis~ion, COUl'ts of thiS state; and also prescribe a course and series of studies 
~1natfs~lllt ex- to bE:. pursued by persons, who may be candidates therefor; and 
1837,279, § 2. shall, at the law term for each county, annually, appoint for and 
1338 304 • h' h " f h . di . '1 d . " Wit In suc county, aCOlmmttee 0 tree JU CIOUS men, earne IU 

the law, each of whom shall be a counselor, of said court, whose 
duty it shall be to examine all applicants,. for admission t.o practice 
law, who IIlay be resid.ents of the county, for which the committee 

,:: was appointed. 

l ______________________ ~-~~--~~------------------li. 



TiTLE V ilJ.] 417 
. SECT.~ 2. Such committees ,spalI,-prior jb. ·entering. u.pol1- th~ CHA:P~J03; 

duties of their office, take' and subscribe an oath, 'ip: .0p,Em comt, Examiners to' 

. tllatthey will faithfully .andimpartiallY perform the duties of said ~eswgEn,. . 

ffi . d" h' b kill d"d d h' I all .837, _19, ~ 3, o . ce, accor mg to t ell' est s·' a'n' JU gment; an .t ey s 1 ., 

c.ontinue in office,; until they shall be notified by the cl~rk, ~ t}Iat 
others have been .appointed and 'sworn in their stead: 

SECT. 3. Such committee, if on examination it shall appear tOTo give certifi. 

thprh, that the a pplica nl is, of :\ll.g?6~ m.~ral.cha~~lCter·, ~llld invell ~~~:~,tif~:~i 
affected to the government and. coristitutloli"of thIs ~tate, and of the qualified. 

age of t\vEmty bne', years, ~hd ,has pmsiied the. comse o(studies~ ~~~~, ~~9 §;h2. 
prescribed' by the .·comt,· as mentioned in the· illst s'ection,'and .has . , , . 
aC,quirea a thorough utider~taniling' tbereof; .and is' o'fadequate.legal 
and Iitel'ary 'acqllirements;' to commence the, pra,ctice.,of law,' as 
aforesaid, shall give hini.a certificate, in;: writing 'by :tberii signed, 
certifying thest:\ facts .. -;:) '. .... . 

. . SECT:.4. Wh.en the person, . so. hqldiiig "suchc'eitificate, sball Such canll!" 

pi'esent tIiesamE\to. the disii'ict COllh 9f ·the 9ounty,\vIiere' such ~:~er~~~~:y:d 
person resides,.oncomplyiDg with the requisitiorlsspecified in the ~e. suprem~ju. 
Ii II ' . - . h h 'II b 'd '. . d . . . I' "'d dlclal and dls-. 0 6wlllg sectlOn, . e s a e a mltte to 'practIce aw: III :Sal court, trict courts" 

anclipthe Rupt~iriejild~cial' court,iI<~ll, c~s~s Or ~a\~ .~nd fact. . t~~J: ~I~: § 2 •. 
SECT .... 5. : No person shall bea~ml!teq to practIse ~s a~ q.ttorney, 16 Maine, 224. 

in any yourt df.jt}sticein this state; uritil he shaH have paid,tIie duty Duty to be paid, 

by 18.\v required; and shall in open court have.tali:en,and subsc;ribed ?a~t 89, \\ 1. . 

the.oath,:to,'suppor.Hhe constitution of the United States; and also 1 Pick, 4j5, 

taken the f611owiiro- oath, viz:' . 
. '."You soIem~lyqswe~.rj fInit you',vilf do no fa.Isehood~.nor consent 

to. the doing bf any:in c6urt, and if you k~()\v of an intention to 
commit an'y, you. will give knO\\'I~dge' thel;e6[ to the ... justic.es of the 
COU]·t<;>I-·some of tliem, ·that. it may be' prevented,; .you j\"ill not, 
wittingly.or 'Willjngly~'pmmote or sue any false, groundless or uniaw­
ful suit,nor give. aid O1"COnsEmt to t4e saIl)e ;' Jail \vilfdt:\Iay no .man 
for· lucre or millice, but you.' \,,-ill coj:jduct yourself, in .th~ pffice of 
an attorney \vithin, the courts, acc01'dingto:the best of y~ur knowl-. 
e'dge'arid discl:etioll'; and with allgood'fide1ity,as well·to the courts, 

. as Yourclieiits. So help you Gog.'" ," . . 
SEcT.· 6. T4e pai-ties may plt:\adq.pd :nianage th,eir own causes ~ight of par­

personally, 01' by th~ as!?i:ta~ce 'of sl~ch_qo?n.sel;· as' .. they sllall see ~1~~nt:et~~I~Y_ 
fit to engage;' but tne pllimtlIT or 'plamtlifs ill any SUl! shall n<;>t . be pear pers~nally. 
allowed to manage tile;1' cal!~e by more tban two attoi'.neYs,'uor shall J821,89, ~ 2,3. 

any defendant b~ allowe(~ to employ a greaterlm!nbei-. 
SECT. 7, No. per30n, who shall hereafter.co;IlIneiice·practice, Persons not 

~s an attorrier 01- ~ouuse~cr .at law:~ ip. ,any ot,her state. or :plaoe, or :~~~~~ ~%c­
Hi any- court lll·thiS' state, withou~ su.ch pl'ev}()us qualificatlOns and tice,lIot enti-

f ,. . , al . Ii h Ii' -'d' ... h' tied to recover course 0 'stumes,or t emg sllcqat's·us.a oreSal, or \VJt out pay- fees, 

ing such eXcise duty,.shrillbe entitl.ec to~ernillld or recover any 1821,89, § 1. 

r!)millleration for his pl;ofesslon::.J. sarv;c~~, i'Elpcered i~ this state, 
SECT. 8. Any citizeh, c,f a geod. moral cbaraet~r, may appear Part!es may au­

in behalf of either :party' in.asuit, by vii't4e of a leiter of attorney !~~~'~~ ~u"er. 
fOfilia! ptix'pose, produced by hiillill court;'as fliHy as ,a:! s\vorn tlieir at~orneys, 
aitOl'Iley mar dC). :.. . . • ..; ~ ' .. " '_ . . "~~s~peclal pow-

SECT .. 9 •. Npjli~tic.e of the peace s4~U 1'!eal' or determiPeany 18:H, 89, p. 
civil action, commenced by himself, or his ord~f, an,de~ery such :~ti~:.~~ ~~~-

53 ' . 
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CHAP. 103. action shall abate; or ,be _~ubsequently employed as coulls~l or 
to aC.t lI'l attor- attorney in' any ca~se, tried before himself.' '. , 
neys .. 
1821,89, § 4. 
1825,308. 

SECT, 1. Sh~riffs and, b~ro~e~to continue. 
Oath and bond.of sherill'. 

2. SherifPs pond to .heapproved hy 
county comioissioIil'ni,;md left 
,vith ?'~ sta~e b."e'!Surer. : . . 

3: Sufliciencyof secUrity" of.he ' 
iln4 '~or~l}er~,to he' 'lli!nuUn:Y'~x­
.anllned by theconimissioners •. 

4. If 'adjudged insufficieilt, a new 
.. ,- hond to .he given, '. . 

5. Forfeitore, if· shefill' neglect . to 
,give such hond., if cor,!n~r; ofo 
fiee vacated.,:' .. . . 

6: The sheriff:als~ liahle" til be re­
mOvj:ld. 

7. In what cases' the governor and 
cOUD_cil illay require a n~w bond. 

8: C~"oners, on appointment; to take 
oathS of ollice,and give honds. ' 

, 9. AppointIIlentilfshe-riff, ·.Tailer to 
remain' in.' office, duriug vacancy 
of office '<;If'sheriff; . .or a new jail­
er may b'e appointed. • 

10. Sheriff to appoj.nt liis dep'uties and . 
jailer, by a writing fob'e recorded . 

. Oath. Di~chBrge. Sheriff, an­
swerable for ,tI)em. 

11. Sheriff on appointment to notify-
, corpners, ., . J 

12. New.honds requiied of' sheriff or. 
coron~r 'on applic.ation of his 

, sureties. 
13.:0f suits, ,institoted on bonds of 

sherif!' or coroner. 
14. Demand previoUsly' t'o he asCer-

tained hy ajudgmeI\t.. . 
15. Against whom judgment to be en­

tered, il'for defendant .. 
16: If itgiiinst the defendant, the other 

party, in·int,!rest, to be named in 
the execution" 

17. AnypElISon entitled tli a copy of 
the . bond. When the original 
rimy be required: . 

18. SUrvi~orship . of actions,. againSt 
sheriffs. or their d~p!lties. 

19. Dnty of sherufand deputies· to 
., serve precept1 .. -'Their fees to be 

. paid or secured ill advance. 
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