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408 IIrumcIPAL A.1''D POLICE COUl\TS. ['l'ITLE VIII. 

CHAP. 98. devolve on the justices of the peace for· the coU!~ty, during the 
continuance of such disability, and until such proceedings, l1S al'e 
instituted during its continuance, shall have the final adjudication of 
such' justices. ' " 

Expensesofthe SECT. 37. The city of Bangor shall raise and assess moneys 
court, defrayed r. h 1 
by the city. lOr deli'aying t e expenses of such court,' and providing a .suitab e 

Judge, not to 
be counselor, 
nor attorney, 
&c. 

place for holding the same; , 
SECT. 38. The judge shall not act as counselor attorney in 

any case, within the jurisdiction of tbe court; nor in any cause or 
matter or thing, which may depend on, or relate to any cause cog-
nizable by said court. ' 

Rep~al of in- SECT. 39. All parts of the act, entitled" ari act to incorpo-
~~~h~s~i~Eh~~ rate the city of Bangor,'~ inconsistent with the provisions cif this' 
ter. chapter are hereby repealed. 

CHApTER 99. 

OF COUNTY COiYI.lvIlSSIONERS. 

SECT. J,2. Constitution of the board, an.d SECT, 12. Petitioners to pay ,expenses, if 
tenure.of office. prayer be not granted. ' ' 

3. Their general powers and duties. 13. Compeusation of the commission-
4. To provi!ie fire proof buildings, ers. 

for records and offices. ' 14. ,Of th~ settlement of their ac-
5. 'Jails to be erected and kept in re- counts for services. " 

pair. '15. The same to be pub]jshe~, and 
G. Prisoners for debt, to be liept sep- sen t to the secretary of state. ' 

urate from criminals. JG. Commissioners not to be agents, 
7. State of. the prisons, to be exam- in certain' cases. 

ined, 17, 18. Of changing the' location of 
. 8. Times and places of stated meet- ' county huildings. , ' 

ings. 19. Officers to obey tlie precepts of ' 
9. Clerk of the board. the board. ' 

10. Mode of keeping records, by a 
, 'clerk pro tern. 

11. Of a quorum, and adjonrrunents 
without a quorum: . 

20. Of warrants of distress. 
21. Action of debt, on their judg-

ments. , 
22. Remedy for inhabitants of towns" 

miling payments fbr'their towns. 

Constitution Df SECTIoNl. The county commissioners, in the respective COUIl
~~~u~~~1~:c~. ties, shall continue in office, until the expiration of four years :!i:om 
1831,500, p., the time of their appointment, unless befo1'e removed by the gov-

ernorand counciL The boaI'd shall consist of a chaii'man and two' 
other members in each county, and ~iti~ens of, and residents in 
their respective counties. , 

Same subject. SECT. 2. Whenever vacancies shall' occur in the office aforesaid, 
1831, 500, ~ 1. the governor, with advice of the council, shall appoint suitable per

sons to fill the same, citizens and residents as aforesaid, in the cOUIity 
for which tliey shall be appointed, who shall also hold their offices 
for, the said term of four years, unless sooner removed by the 'gov:.. 
ernor and council. The chairman in each eountyshall be desig
nated, as such, by his commission. 

I 
\~' --------------------~--~~--~~~~--~------~--~,. 



TITLE VIII;] COTmTY COl\lMlSSlONERS. ib09 
SECT. 3. The county cOInmissiOIiers; for their respective Gotm- CHAP. 99. 

ties, shall have power to provide for the erecting and repairing of Their general 

court houses, jails and other necessary.public buildings, within and p.oweis and du

for the use. of the county; to make estimates to be laid before the ~~~i, 46, § 3. 

legislature, of the sums, which may, from time to time, be necessary ~~~~, ~~b9.I3 
to be assessed. for defraying county chaI:ges, and to take the neces- ' ,9, 
sary and legal measures ·for apportioning and assessing the same; to 
examine, allow and settle all accounts of the receipts and expendi-
tures of the moneys of the county; to represent their respective 
counties, and to have the care of the county property, and the 
management of the business and the concerns of the county; and, 
by their order of record, appoint an agent to sell. and dispose of any 
real estate of said county, for and on behalf of the inhabitants of 
said county; to lay .out, alter or discontinue highways or other 
ways, to award damages occasioned thereby, and do any.thing else, 
which, by the laws of this state now in force, is authorized to be 
done by the county commissioners, or by a court of sessions. 

SECT. 4. The commissioners, in each county, shall provide suit- To provide fire 

able fire proof buildings of brick or stone for the safe keepincr of ~roofhuiJdings, 
'. b j or records and 

records, files, papers and documents, pertaming to the offices of the offices. . 

register of deeds, register of probate, and clerk of the judicial lB~l, 109, 9 L 

courts; with separate fire proof rooms for said offices, with suitable 
alcoves, cases or boxes. 

SECT., 5. The commissioners shall assess such sums, as the legis- Jails to be e

lature may, from time to time, require, on the polls and estates in rkectte~, and. 
.. ," " ·cp mrep3.1r. 

the11' respectIve countIes, to erect and 'keep m repaIr a good and 1821, no,\) L 

sufficient jail in each town, where the supreme judicial court is, by 
law required, to be' holden" if nQ. other provision is made by law; 
and they shall, at their discretion, order and direct respecting (he 
building and repairing the same. 

SECT. 6. The said commissioners shall also provide, at the Prisoners for 

expense of their respective counties, sufficient and convenient apart- debt,t~ bfr kept 
. ·d "1 fc • • dId . . Ii db' sepam e om ments Ill'sal JaI s, or recelvmg an . 0 gmg pnspners or e t, sep- criminals .. 

arate from criminals. 1821, 110, 9 1. 

SECT. 7. T'he commissioners sh~ll also, at the heginning of each St!'te of the 

of their stated sessions, inquire mw the state of the resp' ective pn~onds to be ex-
. • . amme . 

prisons in their counties, and take necessary precautlOns, as to their IS'll, 110, § 1. 

security from escape, infection or other sickness, and as to the con-. 
dition and accommodation of all the prisoners. 

SECT. 8. The county commissioners shall statedly meet, in and Times and pia" 

for their respe~tive counties, for the. discharg~ of the duties of their :::e~r:;;:~ted 
office, at the nme and places followmg, to WIt: " 

In the county of York, at Alfred, on the Tuesday next preced- York. 

ing the last :lVIonday of May, and on the second Tuesday of 
October; 

In the county of Cumberland, at POliland, on the first Tuesday Cumberland. 

of June, and third Tuesday of Decemher; 
In the county. of Lincoln, at Wiscasset, on the second Tuesday Lincoln. 

of January; at' WaLTen, on the second TuesdaYClf May; and at· 
Topsham, on the first Monday of September; 

In the county of Kennebec, at Augnsta, on ,the last Tuesdays of Kennebec. 

April and December; 
52 
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Somerset. 
Hanco~k. 

Washington. 

Oxford. 

Penobscot. 

Waldo. 

Franklin. 

Piscataquis. 

Aroostook. 

COUNTY COMMISSIO;NERS. [TITLE VilI. 

In the county of Somerset, at Norridgewock, on the third Tues
day of lVIarch, and the first Tuesday of October; 

In the county of Hancock, at Ellsworth, on the last Tuesday of 
April, and on the Thursday' following the third Tuesday of October; 

In the county.of Washington, .at lVIachias, on the first '1-Vednes
day next after the first Tuesday oflVIarch, and on the first Wednes
day, next after the third Tuesday of September; 
. In thecounty.of Oxford, at Paris, on the, third Tuesday of June, 
and the last Tuesday of October; . . ' . 

. In the~county of Penob~cot, at Bangor, on the first Tuesdays of 
April and August, and on' the second Tuesday of December; . 

In the county of Waldo, at Belfast, on the third Tuesdays of 
April and August ; 

In the county of Franklin, at Farmington, on the last Tuesdays 
of April and Dece!Dber; . 

In the county of Piscataquis, at Dover, on the first Tuesdays of 
April and December-; , 

In the county of Aroostook, at Houlton, on the third Tuesday of 
January, and the first Tuesday of July. 

Clerk of the SECT. 9 .. The clerk of the judicial courts, in each county, shall 
b180~d3· 06 • 3 4- be the clerk of the commissioners; but, whenever the supreme judi.,. 
~, ,9,· cial court; or the district ·court,. shall be in session at the' same time 

with the county commissioners, the said clerk may' appointsorrie 
suitable person to act as clerk pro tempore to the' commissioners, 
who shall be sworn to the faithfuldischare:e of his duties, and for 
:whom he shall be accountable. ~ 

Mode ofkee\>- SECT. 10. The clerk pro tempore, appointed as aforesaid, shall 
ing records, by' make a daily record of the dOllbrrs of said commis,sioners, which clcrk pro tcm. 
1825,306, \}4. record they shall examine, and certifY, if correct, and, when thus 

certified, the same shall be, by the stated clerk, copied into the 
records of said commissioners. 

Ofa quorum, SECT. 11. At any meeting of the commissioners of any county, 
and adjourn- • f h b h· f . 
ments without any two 0 t e, oard shall be a qUOlum for t e tral'lsactIon 0 bU5J-
a quorum. ness; but, if only one member be present, he shall have power to 
18"25, 306, 6 6. d· h· .. l' If 
1332,42,9"4. a ~ourn t e meetrng to any convement tIme or p ace. no com-

missioner shall attend, at any place and time' of, meeting duly 
appointed; the clerk shall have the Same authority to adjourn the 
court, as is provided in like case, of the supreme judicial court. 

Petitioners to SECT. 12. Whenever the county commissioners shall decide 
pay eXPbensest' if arrainst the prayer of any petition, they shall order ,the petitioners 
prayer e no 0 • . '. 

granted. _ _ to pay, mto the county treasury, all expenses mcurred by the county, 
1832,42, 9 D. by reason of said petition and the proceedings thereon, and fix a 

reasonable time for such payment; and, if the same he not paid as 
aforesaid, they shall issue a warrant of distress against the peti
tioners. 

Compensation SECT. 13. The compensation of each county commissiqner 
of the commis- shall be two dollars and fifty cents, a day, and in that proportion 
sioners, . 
1833,79, § 5. for any part of a day, actually employed in the service of the county; 

'including time necessarily spent in making drafts or otherlabor, and 
exclusive of time spent in traveling, for which they shall be allowed 
ten cents a mile for the distance, actually traveled; and the account 
shall specifY the kind of service performed, each day or part of 



TITLE YIll.] COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 411 
day; 'and no additional charges: shall he allowed for trouble. or CHAl'. 99. 
expenses of any kind, neither-shall they be allowed for services or 
travd on more than one petition, or one:" case-at the same time. 

SECT. 14. Each commissioner shall keep an accurate account Settlement of 

f h' , 'd al I' Ii 'd . 'f' h their accounts o " IS tIIDe spent, an actu . trave ,. as a oresal , speC! ymg -t e for services, 

places from, and to which, he traveled each day; and he shall not 1833] 79] \} 5, 

be allowed for any services, not so specified.' Such account shall be 
audjted and examined by the county attorney and clerk, who shall 
certify the amount allowed;. one of them having first sworn such 
commissioner to the truth of his account; and no further sum shall 
be paid on such acconnt by the county, tban is thus certified. 

SECT. 15/ . The clerk shall cause 'a copy of such account to be The.same to be 

b'l' I d ' ' "d' h 'f I' publIshed and pu IS Ie m some neWSpapel', prmte . 1n t e county" 1 any, t Jere sent to th~ sec-

be.,' and he shall also return a copy thereof to the secretarv;'of the retary of state, 
J 183::1 79 95 state, on or before the. first day of January in each year. '.' ,'" 

. SECT. 16. No county commissioner shall be appointed on any Commissioners 

agency to layout and expend for any purpose any sum or. sums !,otfob'ragents, , , , , )n certrun cases. 
of money, assessed or Taised by warrant of distress or othenvise, 1836,198,91. 

under the authority of the board, of which he is a member. 
SECT. 17. The commissioners in their respective counties shall Of changing the 

not have PQwer to remove any county building in the shire town ~~~~~nb~d_ 
of such county, nor to erect a new building as a substitute for ings, 
any such building, to or at a distance, exceediuo- one half of a mile 1822,202, 9 1. 

from the former location of such building~ with~ut 'givingnotice of 
their intention, and, the place where such building· is' proposed to be 
removed or erected, to the s.electmen of each town, and the assess-
ors of each organized plantation in such county, and obtaining the 
consent of the inhabitants of the county, in the manner provided'in 
the next section. 

SECT. 18. The selectmen and aSSessors aforesaid shall lay the Same subj~ct, 
said notice before such towns' and' plantations, respectively,. at a 1822,202,91. 

meeting to be held on the day of their next annual meeting for the 
choice of state,.town or .plantation officers; and, at such meeting 
shall receive, sort and count the votes, that shall be given by the 
inhabitants qualified to vote in town or plantation affairs, in favor 
of, or agaipst such proposed removaJ. or erection. Returns of such 
votes, certified by the said selectmen or assessors, and the town or 
plantation clerks, respectively, shall be made by such clerks, within 
thirty days after such votessball have been received, as aforesaid, 
to the office of the clerk of the county commissioners; and the 
said commissioners shall examine the returns aforesaid, and shall 
carry such removal of' erection into effect, or not, according to the 
decision of the majority of such voters, ascertained from the returns 
made, as aforesaid. , ' 

SECT. 19. All sheriffs, deputy shel:iffs, coroners and constables Officers to obey 

shall serve and execute all legal warrants and processes, to them ~e rec~pts of 

directed by said commissioners. e oar. 

SECT. 20. AIl warrants of distress, under the authority of any 'Yarrants of 

court of county commissioners, shall be originally issued within two ta~~e~~, Ii i. 
years after the rendition of judgment, and made returnahle to the 1834; 133, § 5. 

cl~rk's office, in ninety days from the date thereof. If returned 1836,250. 

unsatisfied, in whole or in part, new warrants may be issued, from 
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CHAP. 99. time to time, for the sums remaining due; but no alias or pluries 
warrants of dlstr~ss shall· be thus issued, after theexpiratio.n of two 
years fi'om the return day orthe warrant, last preceding; provided, 
that I;l0 warrant of distress shall be 'originally gmnted on any judg- . 

"Action" of debt, 
or scire facias 
on their judg
ments. 
1833,64, \l 2. 

. ment of such commissioners, against any town or plantation, until 
twenty- days after a .certificate of the rendition of such judgment 
shall have been transmitted by the clerk of the commissioners: to 
the assessors of such town or plantation. The interest on damages, 
recovered in such judgment, shall be included and provided for in 
such warrants, as in case of executions under chapter, one hundred 
and fifteen. 

SECT. 21. The party, forwbose benefit any judgment shall 
have been rendered by the commissioners of a'ny county, shall have' 
like remedy for the sallie' and interest, by all aCtiollof debt upon 
'such judgment, or scire facias, before any court of competent juris
diction, as is provided for. judgments, recovered before the judicial 
courts.· I 

Remedy, for in- "SECT. 22. On all judgments rendered; or warrants of -distress 
~abitants mtsak- issued, by county commissioners against the inhabitants of any town 
mg paymen I' . . h' ". . h . I' h 
for their. t?wns. or p antatlOn III t ell' respectIve countles, any suc III 1abItant, w 0 

i~~' ft3 ~§ t 2 shall voluntarily pay or be disposed to pay his due proportion 'of 
3,4.' ' "the same, or who shall have been compelled to satisfy the same, in 

. whole or in part, shall be entitled to' the like remedies and process~s, 
as is provided ip chapter, one hundred and seventeen, in relation to 
judgments or executions from the judicial courts. . 

CHAPTER .two. 
OF CLERKS OF THE JTJDlCIAL COURTS. 

SECT. I. Present clerks to continue in Of-/SECT"ll. To record marriages, certified to 
fice. him. 

2. Vacancies to be filled by appoint. 12. To receive fines, &c. imposed by 
ment. I any judicial court for use of the 

3 .. Tenure of office. state.' 
4. The same clerk, for. all the jUdi-j 13. To transmit a certificate of fines, 

cial courts in the county. &c. to the secretary of state. 
5. Oath and bond. 14. Judges to examine into the state 
6. To account "ith the county treas- of the records. Bond to be put 

nrer, for moneys received. in suit for default. 
7. i¥hen to pay over balances. Con- 15. Money rec~vered, to be appropri-

sequences of neglect. ated to making up the records .. 
B. Ofa clerk pro tern. Further liability of clerk, in case, 
9. To be sworn and give bonds, as the . &c. 

court may direct. 16. Penalty for exacting illegal fees. 
10, Clerk to certify,. to assessors, fines 

due from their towns. 

Present clerks SECTION 1. The clerks, now in office, shall continue to hold 
. tffioontinue in their offices, according to the tenor of weir respective commissions. 
~a::';cies to be SECT. 2. ,Whenever a vacancy in We office, in any county, 
fill!,d byap-' shall occur, the .govel1l0r, with advice of the council, shall appoint 
pomtment. some person to fill the ·vacancy. 

l-----------------------------------~----~~------~------------------~--~------i 
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765 
may a'ppeallther:efromto, th,enexts\lPr:em~judicia:lcourt to. bebelO. 
for tbe S.fJ,lIlecounty'.· ' .<, 

-:- • }!; •• ::,<. 

'Thes'aniechaptet sHall' befurtner; am~nded' 'i~,the fourteimth section,'by " , 
ios.er.ting,.at'lhtrclose,tper~of,~the fo]h:nv~~g· WilI:ds:' - <,'''- .': .' ~~ .. "- '-

'IClhereshall not-'be;iri. the ?piilion of the court, a'Teasonable R,.icog;':ii~~i· 
tim,e for, the party appealing 'to 'producetb'e' sureties 'requiredj during on,a~app~aJ ~,: 
die terin oftlle court; the court ri:uiy desigiJa te some: jtistlcebf' tIie ~/~jhes:rc-ee~( 
P'eace, to takfr such'retorrriizance/\vithin ten davS'aftenhe:adimirn:.; tbe't·p!,~c,,\,iil •. , 

, 0 '. '. • • 'J eer run cases. 
rtJel1~ 'o[toe 'court, and the. coutt)baU..'ordel'a; stay' 6f'ex~cutiori 1831,505,9 2,3. 

acc'91'dinglYi, antF'therecog!lizance, 'if SQ taken, 'and' filed: \vith the' 
derk~ shallbeas'valicl; as if:taKkm'ih courr: ',: ::;"" 

, SE!JTION 13. .TI~e ~inety ni~t~ch~pier ~ball be 3~;~niled, i~ th~'tweIity first' R. S. cb. 99. 
section, by striking out tlle words "'or scire facias"; 5'0 that the section, ~as 
amended,shall be as fijIlows::':'" , ". 

:SEGT •. 2T..Th~ parh:; 'for, \vhose ,benefit'· any Judgment'-sWll Action of debt 

lia,ye beeri'Tender~d'by' tI{ecolIlmissioilersof iny-coLlnty ,shall,have ~f~'l~~~~tmo~nt 
like remedy for toe same and'inferest,' by" an action of-deht:tipon couDtycommis
slich judgment, before any courter cc5mpetenc'jurisdii::ti6n;'asi~: SiODerS. -

pr.ov~'ded foritidgIgents' recovered before: thej~dicial<court~., ," .... 
': SECTJO.tf j4-. 'The o~~ hun.d;ed ~nd'foui'th~h~pter~hll]i b~.~~enii!'l·ci;i~.the,: R. S. ch. ]04. 

hvelftbsection, by striking onti'after thewcirds "offigial bona;'" the fOllowing., ' 
words: "for any neglects or misdoings, which may occur.afl:er-suchrielV oqnd 
shallhavei beepfile'd and'accepted;" and inserting the' last mimtiiined ,vards 
at the,close·ofthe section; so thatthe section"as.amended; shall be.o:s follows:: ,. 

·SEG;.12~ Whepe~er an1surety upon'~he oiliciaI'bondof an~; Ne,,"~o~d;may 
sheriff-c;or coroner; ?r,tlie' heibi',execbtOrS; o~'admini.stra.tor~~ of slieh: ~he~i~u~;~c~~J~a 
surety,. shall, petItIon th~,eountyc(jmmisslOnerS(m the:county,of n.er on a]?plica
such, sheriff. ,of coroilerto be' 'discharged' £i'om such ,bond the :court< 1!OD of hiS sure-. , , . . tIes. 
shall cause such sheriff or coroner to be served with an' attested: 
copy-oLthe petition, and iIl&'Y reql,li~ehim to giv,~' a' new, bond . to' 
theil' satisfaction; ,and,. upon such .new seclll'itybeiiIg'given, such 
surety oihislegal representativeS shall'be free from an'y filtHier 
responsibilityousucl) honO, for anyneglecis or misdoings; which 
may occur.·after'such, neW·,bond sballliave been ,filed, and. accepted.," 

Th!'! same' chapter ~han /be amended jothe' twe.ntj ~eventh scdion;bY'. 
inserting, after the word" depilty," th,e words "corone.r or, constable'! j'so that 
tlJe ~~~tio~"asaplenqeil;shaI1IJe ,'!,s foIlo.lVs;::, " . ,,-:,' 

• SEc':l';.·27~ "Any sheri,ffor'hisdElPut}r,cor9nerorconstable, ""ho Li~biliti,ifcor~ 
shallui,ir~asonablY:r~fiiseqr.I1eglect to par. toa!)y persOn, rri!;lneys, ~Iee~~:;'i~o~~~
received by him upon execution'; to 'the use . of slich pei'soh,' upon ney collected, 

d . d d' 1 . fc ,'[ 'all' fi . h' 1 . Ii I' ..' . f after demand. emau rna e t 1ere or; S] pay lle tImes t e aw u .mteres1' 0 ..--' . , 

such money, s?Iongasheshall:um'easortablydetain'it.,·, "" .. 

, ~ECTJO!d5..The dne' hungred:~~d,~ftl) chapter shalI:be'~me~d~d iiuh.e R. ~{ad~5. ' 
eighteenth section; by strikin'go'uttlie 'lvords: "as heir, legatee, 'creditor. ot ' '. . 
debto~; or," ·arid :inserting"iristead· thereof, the. words" either: in, his, own 'right; 
o!:ili '~rust, or. inauy. other manner,. qrbe" j .and .by-inserting, afterjhe :words 
" j\lr,isdic;ticin of sllchestate," the,follmyil)g worM: "or if he be interested at 
the 'time 6f'his,appoiiitrilent tooffi'ce';'; and by i~s~rtiiig; at the eniI'ofsaiil: 
section, the followirig'-words: :"ahd, iIi', all c'ases,\vheie,' 'byreaso{cif:ihe: 
interE:lst. of the judge"or.,for',anY·Pther"cause, an.estate's.haIL be .setUefl.in, an: 
adjoinin~ ~OIinty, the register' of probate of s~ch,~dj~iniilg, c.ou:nty, ~h.a)l.t~<llls.~;. 
mit to the probate office of th!! county where such estate shouldotheqvise have 
been ,~eltled; 'copies'of all reii::ords:'r~latiiIg, tbsai(l estate," to berecorde!I, on 
tli~ rei:ords of :the county.,where suClj'estate belmig:s" ; so' that;tl;i.es\lid!eig'ti~, 
teenthsection;ai;anhinded,wilLbeas,f611ows:·. '-" " ." '. 'c': ,.-,:<,., 
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