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TITLKlli.] :PARISHES.- 177 
-dwellinO" witllinsucli' bounds,crimde -or hereafter to-be made; .to any CHAP. 18. 
of the quarterly meetings of said quaKers, to said overseers for their 
use; or-to the use of any of said_ quarterly meetings, or to the poor 
th~reof; and :to aliene and -manage _ the same,according to t11e con~ 
ditions, iii [on] which the same rimy have_been-made ; 'and sue for 
any right, that may-have-vested in any of the before named gran,.. 
tees or ,donees; -pl:ovided, that ;the income thereof,to' anyone of 
such- meetings;forthe uses aforesaid, shall not exceed fiye thousand 
dollats·peio aimuID. . -

- SECT: 352. - The'powers,grarited in the two -preceding sections; Legislatu!e 

m~y be-enlarged, restramed-ot repealed, at the pleasure of. the ili~~e~~~'Zrs. 
legislature. 1825,298, § 3. 

--,'- - ' 

, ' 

CHAPTER 19. 

OFl\:IEETING HOUSJ"S._ 

SECT. 1. Persons may: inc~rpor:it'e tb~m- SECT. 6. J\fanheroforganizingaiidbecotnillg 
- 6elve~, to bulIdameeting house. - -- iilcorporated, 

2. Owners of a meeting hbuse may 7, Corporaterightsandpowers,- Pro· 
incorporate. tbems'elves, 'fo~ ie- viso.. . "'. 
pairing or enlargingit.il._ Minority, ofaciifi"erentdenomina-_ 

3._ Owners of decayed or unoccupied tion, may have a division-of time, 
meeting h-oases may be authorized - and-how 'obtained. 
'to 'sell them.' 9. _Mode of proceeding. ' 

4 .. Owners-of meeting houses, and of 10. Proportion of min~rity, to be, ap' 
pews therein, _ may: incorporate '., praised. 
them?eives: - - - __ 11. ,Expe~ses, how p:rla.. _ 

5. Mode of: calling a meeting for that 12. Minority may occtipy, their pro-
purpose. ,portion of tbe time, imless the 

-moJodfY will purchase. 

.' 

SECTION 1. Any number of individuals maY'incoFPorate them- ~ersons may 

I r. th f t' -. h . h lllcorporate se yes, lOr- e purpose -0 erec mg a meetmg - ouse, m t e same themselves, to 

manner,and:withthe' same- effect, as parishes may by law incor- build a meeting 

pi::mite. themselves; ·,and rriay choose all officers, and do all those ~~~3e:m. 
acts, which a parish may do; in the e~ercise of its la:wfuL'authority. ' 

SECT. 52. The owners of any meeting- house, not constihlting a O'VII!!rS ofa 

parish, ~~all havep.ower to incor.t:orate themselv~s,\orthe purpose :~;~~1~~~e 
of repamng, enlargmg and . removmg 'the same, ill - like niannel: as ratethe~~elveB, 
- . h . - h 1 d- h fi:i • for repamng or pans es may lllcorporate t emse ves; an lImy_ c oose 0 cers, raise enlarging it. 

and assess:taxes·for the sole purposes aforesaid,andmay do alt those 183;1-,128. 

things, which ~- parish can, in virtue of the authority legally vested 3 Plck. 341" 
in them. - -

. SECT.~ 3.- When any meeting housebecomes decayed, or remains Owners of de-
. d r. h h f h' d eayed or unoc-unoccuple lor two years, t e owners t ereo, avmg so etermilled cupied houses 

at any legal meeting, may apply to the district court for leave to may be author-

I '. ized to sell _ 
sel the same,\Vlth,or without, the land belonging thereto; andthe them. 

judge, after giving such .public. notice, -as in his, opinion the case 1834,128. 

may require, at his discretion, may order the _ same to ,be sold at 
auction, by such agent as he may appoint, and on such notice; as is 
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.178 IHEETINGHO US~S . 

CHAP. 19.' required for sales of real-estate by executOl:s-arid adimnistrators:for
paymentof-~ebts. -The judge shall atso appoint three d!sinterested 
persons, as commissioners,-to ascertain what' persons areintere~t~d 
in the said, house, and the value -of their respecti~e shares,ahd the' 
amount of debts, due from the o'wnersofsaid house; as sucl:i, to 
otheL'persons ; ,the report or which cqmmissioners shall be retUrned' 
to the court' for its acceptance; and the:net-9-vailsof such sale shall 
be, by the judge, ordered to be applied to the payment of thesaid 
debts in the first instance, and,the residue-to be divided- aIllongsCthe 
owners, ascertained as aforesaid.' If any owner-shalfIiegMct for 
t,,;o years to apply- for his~proportion, the same shall be ratably dis':' 
tributed among -tbe othElL's. ' 

Own~rs of , SECT. 4.. The owners of any meeting house, or building erected 
:~e~~~e~suses for public worship, together with the owners of the pews therein, 
!berein, may may be created boclies corporate, in the manner; and for the ptir-
lllcorpomte , h . fi - 'd 'd -
tbemselves. poses erema tel' proVl e . 
1835~ 187, § ~' SECT. 5. Whenever a- majority- of the owners of any such 
~~~:tt:;~~~g building sh~l~ make, appli~atioll; t6 ~justiceofthe peace of the_same 
tbat_purpose. county, statmgth81r desire to" become a body-corporate, he shall 
1835,187,9 2. issue his warrant to one of the applicants, Cdireeting hinI- to notify 

the owners to meet at the time and place~- and for the purposes, 
named in said warrant, by posting up a certified copy oLthe same, 
in twopublic places in the town; where the building is situate; one 
of which- notices shall be posted on the' principal outer' door o~ such 

, - building. _ ' ' . 
Manner ofor-' ' SECT. 6. The owners Of the building, whE;lll assembled, may 
ganizing and hI' fi h ' . ' 
becoming in- choose a moderator and clerk, w 0 sbal per orm t e dutIes usually 
corpomted. incumbent on such officers; and thereupon said owners shall be, and 
1835: 137, § 3. d 1 d b b d d hall b k - b h are ec are tQ e; a 0 y corporate, an s e nown, ysuc 

name, as' they shall, adopt; hnd may agree on the' mode of calling 
- future meetings;' , 

Corpomte SECT. 7. Such -corpOl;ation, so created, may by a vote of a 
rigbts and pow- majority of its memQers, use and - control any meeting house or 
~r:s5, 187, § 4. building" erected' for public worship, of which they may, be part or'; 
Proviso. sole owners, ,~n such manner as -they please; 'provided; that nothing; 

Minority, ofa 
different de
'nomination, 
may have'a di
vision of tiII!e, 
and bow ob
tained, 
1B::l8,327, § 1. 

Mode of pro
cee9ing. 
1838,327; §·2. 

.in the tliree preceding sections, shall be construed to:affect the rights 
of owners of such houses of worship, as have been, or shall be built 
by different'religious denomipations. 

'SECT. 8; lVhen any house of public worship shallb€ owned 
by per;;ons of- different religious denofnrrui.tions, anyone or mD:re of 
such owners, being of the minority, and owning not less than ten 
pel"s, may apply to any justice of the pea'ce and quorum, to obtain 
a division of the tinIeofoccupying thE;l house; and the justice shall 
call a Il)eeting of the owners of the house, by posting up,ina public 
place, in or about the house, a notice, tllli:ty days at least before the 
:neeting; which shall state the time, place and object of the meet
mg. 

SECT~9. At such meeting, the owners, who -may, not be appli
-cants, may designate-another justice of the peace of the coiLnty, and 
the two justi'i:es may appoint a thirdpersoD, who shall be disinter ... 
ested, arid notaniiihabitant of the town, in which -the house is 
located, or belonging to the denomination of either of the parties· 



TITLE III:] MEETING HOUSES. 17,9 
interestEld;·andsu~h justices and third personllhall cOllstitute a CHAP. 19. 
board, before which the, several o,~ei:s may exhibit the am(:lUnt, they 
respe<;:tively O\VIl in the house; aI].d tile minority owning at least ten 
pews, and wishipgto. occupy t11e "h.ouse, scimepart.of the. time" 
shall have that part allotted to them, as Hearly as maybe, in prp-
portion to the amount o'VIled in. the house by.the minority, and the 
board shall designate, precisely, which weeks, iIi each. year, the 
mi~Olity shaH occupy .the house; if they ,see fit so to do ;.if not, the 
majorIty mayo,ccuPY tile house." ,.., ' , 

SECT. 10. The said board ,shall: appraise the value of the pro- p~opo!tion of 

portion, of the house; belonging to' the !llinoritj, allowing no greater r,::,;:;:;s~d.to be 

sum, for llny pew, than was actuallypaidJor it bytheowner; and 1838,327,93. 

they shall malce a record of their proceedings, and within ten days 
cause it to.be transcribed into the records of the town or plan~ation, 
where the house.is situated. ' " 

SECT. 11." Ali reasonable expenses of the boaxd.shall be paid Expenses, how 

b.y the persoll: orp~r~o.ns, at whose request the division' wasmad~; l~t 327, 6 3. 
but the abOVepI:OVlSIOns' shall not affect any agreement, now ill - : 

force, as to, the mode of occupying a house of public worship. , 
, SECT.' 12. The minority may occupy the' hoUse for such part of Minority m~Y' 

the tim~) as has been.all?tted to them,u_nles.s the ma~ority shou~d ~~~~giti:~e~f 
choose to purcha,se, the mterest of the mmorIty ; ,and m ,that caSE;l time, upl,:ss 

the majority sh~ .hav~ a iig?t so to buy, by paying' t~e, minority $ill~ir~b~e. 
the sum, atwhlCh theIr portIon of the house was appraIsed, by the 1838,327,9 4. 

board;, but if the minority shall. prefer not to, sell, and decline so 
to do, in that case they shall not avail themselves of any of the 
provisions in this chapter. ' , 

CHAPT,ER, 20. 
OF MINISTERIAL AJ\'1) SCHOOL LANDS, AND FUNDS ARISING THERE-

. ", FROM.' ' ,,', .' , ' 

SECT.,!' Fee in ministerial lands, how yest- SECT. 10. Income of funded property, how 
- ell. , ' , ' ,applied. " 

2. Fee'iii schoollanas, how vested. 11: HoW eXpended. Town still lia: 
3. Selectmen, 'town clerk and treas-ble to raise school taxes. 

urer to be trustees. 12. ,Incorporated trustees may trans-
4. Trustees shall choose their officers ' fer funds to selectmen, cierk and 

annually. treasnrer, i,j'consent of the town. 
5. POWEirs'ofiinch trustee.. 13.:Tr;"'1ees to account' ",;.nnallyto 
6. Funds tobe placed 'on inteiest. the 'town. ' ' " 
7. LandS, or funds reserVed for' the 14·.'If lands are vested in a parish, the 

first settled minister, how vested. assessors" clerk and treasUrer to 
8. Trustees may hold estste for use of be trustees.. ' 

the ministry. 11t Filst meetings of trustees, how 
'9. Also for use of schools. called. " 

, SECTION 1. Where lands have been' granted, or reserved, for ~ee in mfnjst~
the use of theministry,orfirstse~tIed minister, in any town in this ~~t~fds, how 

state, and, where' the fee in 'such, ,lands has not vested in, some par- 1824,254, § 1; 

ti«ular parish, within such toWIl, or ~ sOlneindividual, tIie fee and 
estate in such lands shall be, and hereby isdec.lared 'to 1:1e, vested 
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