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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PREAMBLE. 

Objects of the Constitution. 

ARTICLE I. 
II. 

III. 
IV. 
V. 

VI. 

VII. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Legislative power. 
Executive powe.r. 
Judicial power. 
Relative rights of states. 
How the constitution may be amended. 
Of former debts; supremacy of the constitution and laws 

of the United States; and oath required of the public 
officers. 

Of the ratification of the constitution. 

AMENDMENTS. 

I. Religious freedom and the rights of speech, of the press, 
and of the people to assemble and petition. 

II. Right to bear arms. 
III. Restrictions on quartering troops. 
IV. Restrictions on the right of search and seizl1re. 
V. Rights of' persons charged with crimes, and of private 

property. 
VI. 

VII. 
VIII. 

IX. 
X. 

XI. 

XII. 
XIII. 
XIV. 

XV. 
XVI. 

XVII. 

Mode of trial in criminal cases. 
Of trials by jury in civil actions at common law. 
Of excessive bail, and restrictions on fines and other 

punishments. 
Rights retained by the people. 
Powers reserved to the states and to the people. 
United States Courts have no jurisdiction of suits brought 

by individuals against one of the states. 
Manner of choosing President and Vice-President. 
Slavery abolished. 
Citizens and their rights; representative apportionment; 

disability of persons engaged in the rebellion; validity 
of public debts; rebel debts and slave claims void, and 
the several states and the United States forbidden to 
assume them. 

Rig'ht of impartial suffrage. 
Authority to impose tax on incomes. 
Election of senators by the people. 

\VB 1'HB PBOPLli of the United States, in Order to form a more per
fect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for 
the common defence, promote the general 'vVelfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this CONSTITUTION of the United States of America. 

Preamble. 
56 Me. 276. 
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Legislative 
powers ves ted 
in congress. 

Houso of 
representa
tives, how 
composed. 
(See Amend
ment, art. xv.) 

Qualifications 
of a represent· 
ative. 

Apportion
ment of rep
resentatives 
and direct 
taxes. 
(See Amend
men t, art. xiii; 
art. xiv, § 2.) 

-consus every 
ten years. 

(Obsolete. ) 

Vacancies. 
R. S" c. 7, 
§ § 42, 43. 

House to 
choose its own 
officors; iIn
poachment. 

senate; how 
composed. 
ISee Amend
ment, art. xvii. 

Senators, 
how classified. 

-of tempo
rary UI)poin t
Inents. 
See Amend
lllent, art. xvii. 

Qualificationg 
of a senator. 

CONSTI1'U'rION OF 'rr-n: UNI'l'ED S'I'A'I'ES. 

ARTICLE 1. 

SIlCl'JON r. 

AIl legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress 
of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

SIlcnON II. 

I. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members 
chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the 
Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors 
of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. 

2. No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained 
to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that 
State in which he shall be chosen. 

3. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be included within this Union, according to 
their respectil'e Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the 
whole Number of free Persons, 1.ncluding those bOllnd to Service for a 
Terlll of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all 
other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three 
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and 
within e\'ery subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they 
shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed 
one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one 
Representative; alld uuti! sitch enumeration shall be made the State of 
New H a IIIpshire shall be entitled to cllllse three, 111 assachusetts eight, 
Rhode-lslalld alld Pr07Jidellce Plalltatiolls aile, COn1lecticut jive, New
York six. New Jersey four, Pellilsylvallia eight, Delaware aile, l11ary-
1([lld six. Virgillia tell, North Cal'olilla jive, South Carolina five, and 
Georgia three. 

4· '''hen vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the 
Executive Authority thereof shall issue vVrits of Election to fill such 
Vacancies. 

5. The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other 
Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

SIlCTJON III. 

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Sena
tors frol11 each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years 
and each Senator shall have one vote. 

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the 
first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three 
Classes. The Seats of the Senators of tbe first Class shall be vacated 
at the Expiration of the second year, of the second Class at the Expira
tion of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the 
sixth Year, so that one-third may be chosen every second Year; alld if 
Vacallcies happen by Resigllation, or otherwise, durillg the Recess of the 
Legislature of all)' State, the Executive thereof may make temporary 
Appoilltlllellts 1IIItii the lIe;!"t A1eetillg of the Legislature wldclt shall thell 
fill SlIch Vacancies. 

3· No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the 
Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for 
which he shall be chosen. 
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4. The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the 
Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

Vice president 
to be president 
of the senate. 

5. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President 
]lro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall 
exercise the. Office of President of the United States. 

6. The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. 
\Vhen sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. 
\Vhen the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice 
shall preside: And 110 Person shall be convicted without the Con
currence of two thirds of the Members present. 

7. Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than 
to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office 
of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party con
victed shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Illdictment, Trial, Judg
mcnt and Punishment, according to Law. 

SECTION IV. 

I. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators 
and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature 
thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such 
Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators. 

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such 
Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by 
Law appoint a different Day. 

SECTION \'. 

Presiden t pro 
tem. and other 
officers to be 
chosen. 

Powcr to try 
impeachments. 

Effect of 
judgment. 
(See Amend
lnent, art. 
xlv, § 3.) 

Times, places 
and manner 
of electing 
congressmen. 

Sessions an
nnal, at least. 

1. Each House shall be the judge of the Elections, Returns and Membership. 

Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall consti-
tute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from -quorum. 

day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent -adjourn
Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may ments. 

provide. 
2. Each House may determine the Rules of its 

its Members for disorderly Behavior, and, with the 
thirds, expel a Member. 

Proceedings, punish Rules. 

Concurrence of two -censures and 
expulsions. 

3. Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from Journals or 
time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their each house. 

Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of 
either Honse on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those -yeas and 

nays. when to 
present. be entered on the J ourna!. be ordered. 

4. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Limitation of 

C f h I I· iI'e right to onsent 0 t e ot 1er, ae Journ for more than three days, nor to any adjourn. 
other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

SECTION VI. 

I. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation 
for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treas
ury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, 
Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their 
Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to 
and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either 
House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place. 

2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he 
was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the 
United States, which shall ha \'e been created, or the Emoluments where-

Compensation 
and privileges. 

Cong1'8SS111en 
ineligible to 
certain offices. 
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Revenue bllls 
must 
originate In 
the House. 

Of the 
president's 
veto, In case 
of bllls. 

Vetoed bills 
may be 
passed by two 
thirds. 

Also in case 
of concurrent 
orders, resolu
tions or votes. 

Powers of 
congress. 
(See Amend
ment, art. 
xlv, § 4.) 
54 Me. 544. 
56 Me. 281. 

56 Me. 281. 

64 Me. 462. 

CONS'l'ITU'l'ION OF TH:e UNIT:en STAT:eS. 

of shall have been en creased during such time; and no Person holding 
any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House 
during his Continuance in Office. 

SECTION VII. 

I. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Rep
resentatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments 
as on other Bills. 

2. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the 
President of the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not 
he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall 
have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, 
and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds 
of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with 
the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be recon
sidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a 
Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be deter
mined by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and 
against the Bill shaH be entered on the Journal of each House respec
tively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten 
Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the 
Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the 
Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it 
shaH not be a Law. 

3. Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of 
the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on 
a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the 
United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved 
by him, or being disapproved by him, shaH be repassed by two thirds of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and 
Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

SEC'fION VIII. 

The Congress shall have Power 
I. To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the 

Debts and provide for the common Defence and general vVelfare of the 
United States.; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States; 

2. To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 
3. To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the sev

eral States, and with the Indian Tribes; 
24 Pick. 359; 4 Mete. 282; 5 Gray 97; 32 Me. 361; 65 Me. 557; 83 Me. 

422; 95 Me. IOO, LJ2; 96 Me. 82, 417; IOO Me. 254; IOI Me. 430; I02 
Me. 217, 385; I04 Me. 288, 502; 107 Me. 260; 113 Me. 462. 

4. To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform 
Laws on the subj ect of Bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

57 Me. 75; 70 Me. 154; 88 Me. 201; I06 Me. 169; II3 Me. 532. 
5. To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, 

and fix the Standard of' vVeights and Measures; 
6. To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities 

anel current Coin of the United States; 
7. To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 
8. To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing 

for limitecl Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their 
respective VV ritings and Discoveries; 

9. To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 
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10. To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high 
Seas, and Offences against the Laws of Nations; 

11. To declare "Val', grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make 
Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water; 

12. To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to 
that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years; 

13. To provide and maintain a Navy; 
14. To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land 

and naval Forces; 
IS. To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of 

the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; 
16. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, 

and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service 
of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appoint
ment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according 
to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

17. To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over 
such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of 
particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of 
the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority 
over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State 
in wbich the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Ar
senals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; -And 

IS. To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carry
ing into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested 
by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any 
Department or Officer thereof. 

SECTION IX. 

1. The iVIigration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States 
now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the 
COllgress prior to the Year aile thaI/sand eight hundred and eight, but a 
Tax or duty may be imposed on sitch Importation, 1Iot exceeding ten 
dollars for each Persall. 

2. Tbe Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be sus
pended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety 
may require it. 

3. No Bill of Attainder 01' expost facto Law shall be passed. 
4. No Capitation, or other direct, tax shaH be laid, unless in Propor

tion to the Census 01' Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 
S. No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 
6. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or 

Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another; nor shall 
Vessels bound to, or fro111, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay 
Duties in another. 

7. No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence 
of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account 
of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published 
from time to time. 

S. No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And 
no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, with
out the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, 
Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign 
State. 

8 Mass. 72 
76 Me. 333 
111 ,Me. 84. 

56 Me. 276. 

Restrictions 
upon the 
powers of 
congress. 
(Obsolete.) 

112 Me. 248. 

See Amend
lnent, art. xvi. 

5 
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Powers 
denied the 
individual 
states. 

No state per
mitted to lay 
duties, &c., 
without the 
consent of 
congress. 

Nor to lay 
tonnage dues, 
keep war
ships, or treat 
with other 
states or for
eIgn powers. 

President and 
vice president. 

Electors of 
those officers. 

Original mode 
of electing 
president and 
vice president. 
(Superseded 
by Amend
ment xii.) 

CONS'I'I'l'U'l'ION OF 'rHE UNI'l'ED S'l'A'tES. 

SECTION X. 

I. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Coufederation; 
grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of 
Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment 
of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law im
pairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 

I S Mass. 447; 16 Mass. 245; 6 Pick. 440; 23 Pick. 360 ; 7 Cush. S3; 
II Me. 1I8; 23 Me. 318; S9 Me. 25, 44, 72; 63 Me. 269; 6S Me. 129; 
66 Me. 492; 67 Me. 581; 69 Me. 317; 70 Me. 4IO; 71 :tvIe. 383; 80 Me. 
469, 561; 81 Me. 459; 96 Me. 253, 258; 112 Me. 248. 

2. No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any 
Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be abso
lutely necessary for executing its inspection Laws: and the net Produce 
of all Duties and Imposts, laid hy any State on Imports or Exports, 
shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such 
Laws shall be subj ect to the Revision and Control of the Congress. 

3. No State, shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of 
Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of vVar in time of Peace, enter into any 
Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or 
engage in vVar, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as 
will not admit of delay. 

ARTICLE II. 

SEC1'ION I. 

I. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United 
States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four 
Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, 
be elected, as follows 

2. Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature there
of may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of 
Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the 
Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office 
of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

3. The electors shall meet ill their respective States, and vote by bal
lot for two Persons, of whom aile at least shall Hot be all Illhabitant of 
the sallie State with themselves. Alld they shall make a List of all the 
Persolls voted for, alld of the Number of Votes for each; which List 
they shall sign and certify, alld trallsmit sealed tc> the Seat of the Gov
erlllllellt of the Ullited States, directed to the Presidellt of the Sellate. 
The Presidellt of the Selwte shall, in the Presence of the Sellate and 
House of Represelltatives, open all the Certificates, alld the Votes shall 
thell be cOllllted. The PerSall havillg the greatest Number of Votes shall 
be the Presidel/t, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of 
Electors appoil/ted; alld if there be 1/lore thall aile who have stich Ma
jority, alld have an equal Number of Votes, then the HOllse of Repre
selltatives shall immediately c/tuse by Ballot aile of them for President; 
alld if 110 Person have a lvlajority, then from the five highest on the List 
the said HOllse shall ill like Mallllcr chuse the President. But ilt chl/siug 
the Presidellt, the Votes shall be talun by States, the Representation 
frail! each State havillg aile Vote; A quorum for tltis Purpose shall 
consist of d Member or Members from two-thirds of the Sta tes, and (I 

Majority of all tlte States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every 
Case, after the Choice of the President, the Persall having the greatest 
Number of Votes of tlte Electors shall be the Vice President. But if 
there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall 
chllse from them by Ballot the Vice-President. 
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4. The Congress may determine the Time of chusing 
and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which 
tbe same throughout the United States. 

the Electors, 
Day shall be 

'1'in18 of 
choosing 
electors and 
when they 
shall vote. 

5. No Person except a natural born Citizen, OJ' a Citizell of the 
Ad . fl' C .. 1 11 b QQJalifications Ullitcd States, at the lillie of the optIOn a t liS ollstlilttlOll, s la e of president. 

eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to 
that Office WilO shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, 
lllld been fOllrteen Years a Resident within the Ullited Stales. 

6. In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his 
Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of 
the said Office, the same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the 
Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resig
nation, or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring 
what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act ac-
cordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be 
elected. 

Provisions 
for vacancies 
in presidential 
office. 

7. The President shall, at stated Times, receive f01' his Services, a PresiUent's 
COlnpCllsation, \vhich shall neither be encreased nor di1ninished during C0111pensation. 

the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive 
within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any 
of them. 

8. Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the Prcsident's 
following Oath or Affirmation:- oath. 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
Office of President of the United States, and will to the 
Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of 
States." 

SECTION II. 

execute the 
best of my 
tbe United 

I. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, 
when called into tbe actual Service of the United States; he may require 
the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive 
Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective 
Offices, and be shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for 
Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

2. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 
Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present 
concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent 
of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the 
United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided 
for, and which shall be es'tablished by Law: but the Congress may by 
Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, 
in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, 01' in tbe Heads of Depart
ments. 

3. The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may 
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which 
sball expire at the End of their next Session. 

SECTION III. 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the 
State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Meas
ures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordi
nary Occasions, convene both Houses, 01' either of them, and in Case of 
Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, 
he may adj ourn them to such Time as he shall think propel'; he shall 

Presiden t is 
comlnander
In-chief. 
-may require 
the opinion of 
heads of 
departments. 
-reprieves 
and pardons. 

Of treaties 
and foreign 
Intercourse. 

Appointment 
of public 
officers. 

Of vacancies 
in the recess 
of the senate. 

F'urther 
powers an<l 
duties. 

7 
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Of removal of 
civil officers 
by Impeach
ment. 

.Judicial 
power, how 
vested. 

-tenure. 

-compensa
tion cannot be 
diminished. 

Extent of the 
judicial 
po"wer. 
80 Me. 523. 
86 Me. 57. 

(See Amend
ment xL) 

Original and 
appellate juris
diction of the 
supreme court. 

Jury trial of 
crhnes. 

-where held. 

Definition of 
treason. 

-proof. 

Punishment. 

CONS'l'I'l'uTION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES. 

receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that 
the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers 
of the United States. 

SECTION IV. 

The President, Vice President and all ci,·i! Officers of the United 
States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Convic
tion of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE III. 

SECl'ION I. 

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one 
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from 
time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme 
and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, 
and shall at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, 
which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. 

SECTION II. 

I. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, 
arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and 
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;-to all 
Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls i-to 
all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction i-to Controversies t~ 
which the United States shall be a Party;-to Controversies between 
two or more States i-between a State aJld CitizeJls of another State;
between Citizens of different States,-between Citizens of the same 
State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between 
a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subj ects. 

2. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court 
shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before men
tioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to 
Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as 
the Congress shall make. 

3. The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be 
by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes 
shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, 
the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law 
have directed. 

SECTION III. 

1. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying 
vVar against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid 
and Comfort. No Person shall he convicted of Treason unless on the 
Testimony of two vVitnesses to the same overt Act, 01' on Confession in 
open Court. 

2. The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of 
Treason, hut no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, 
or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted. 



CONSTITUTION OF 'I'HE UNITED STATES. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SECTION I. 

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, 
Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Con
gress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, 
Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the bffect thereof. 

9 Mass. 462; 17 Mass. 52I; 4 Metc. 333; IO Me. 283; 53 Me. 347; 
60 Me. 548; 78 Me. 293; 94 Me. 508; ro6 Me. 485; IIO Me. 472. 

SECTION II. 

Mu tual credit 
to be given 
public acts of 
States. 
-mode of 
proving. 

1. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Reciprocal 
right of citi
zenship. Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 

84 Me. 444 . 
. 2. A person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, 01' other 

Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shaU 
on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, 
be delivered up to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the 
Crime. 

3. No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shaU, in Consequence of any Law or 
Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but 
shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or 
Labour may be due. 

SECTION III. 

I. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but 
no new State shall be formed 01' erected within the Jurisdiction of any 
other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more 
States, 01' Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of 
the States concerned as weU as of the Congress. 

Fugitives 
from justice. 
5 Met. 536 
105 Me. 46. 

Fugitives 
from service 
or labor. 

(See Amend
ment xlii.) 

Admission of 
new States. 
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2. The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make aU need
ful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property 
belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be 
so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any 
particular State. 

Power of con
gress over ter
ritory and 
other property 
of the United 
States. 

II3 Me. 463. 

SECTION IV. 

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican Form of Government, and shaU protect each of them against 
Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive 
(when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence. 

54 Me. 544; 56 Me. 276. 

ARTICLE V. 

Obligation of 
the United 
States to 
protect the 
several 
States. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it How the con
necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, 01', on the ~~t~~~~~d~cf.Y 
Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall 
call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, 
shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, 
when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, 
or by Convention in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode 
of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that 110 (Obsolete.) 
Amelldmellt which may be made prior to tlte Year Olle thol/sand eight 
hu.ndred and eight shall in allY jl,lanner affect tile first alld foltrtll -11ro"lso. 
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Debts of the 
confederation 
are assumed. 

Supremacy of 
the United 
States consti
tution and 
laws. 
56 Me. 276. 

Oath required 
of public 
officers. 

-no religious 
test. 

Ratification 
of this consti
tution. 

CONS1'ITUTION oIl l'HE UNITED Sl'AT~S. 

Clauses in the Ninth Section of tlte first Article; alld that no State, 
without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI. 

I. All Debts· contracted and Engagements entered into, before the 
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States 
under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

2. This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall 
be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, 
any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary 
notwithstanding. 

3. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the 
Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judi
cial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall 
be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no 
religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or 
public Trust under the United States. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient 
for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratify
ing the Same. 

DONE in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present 
the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven, and of the Independ
ance of the United States of America the Twelfth In Witness 
whereof vVe have hereunto subscribed our Names, 

Go: W ASHINGTON
Presidt. and Deputy from Virginia 

Attest WILI,IAM JACKSON 
Secretary 



CONSTI'TlJ'TION OF 'l'HE UNITED s'rA'TEs. 

ARTICLES 
IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF, 

THE CONSTITUTION 
OF 'l'HE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PROPOSED DY CONGRESS, AND RA1'IPIED DY 'rHE LEGISLATURES of THE 

SEI'ERAL S'I'A'fES PURSUANT '1'0 THE FIFTH AR'I'ICLE OF 

'1'HE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

ARTICLE II. 
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Religious 
freedom, and 
the rights of 
speech, of the 
press, and of 
petition. 

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free Right to bear 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be in- ~~~~~. 233. 

fringed. 

ARTICLE III. 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without Restrictions 
the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be ~:~~~l:.rtering 
prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be vio
lated, and no vVarrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported 
by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

ARTICLE V. 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in 
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual 
service in time of vVar or public danger; nor shall any person be sub
ject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; 
nor shall be compelled in any Criminal Case to be a witness against 
himself, nor be deprived of Ii fe, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 
compensation. 

Restrictions 
on search and 
seizure. 
96 Me. 233. 

Rights of per. 
sons charged 
with crinles, 
and rights to 
private 
property. 
65 Me. 242 
84 Me. 272 
96 Me. 233. 
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Mode of trial 
In criminal 
cases. 
96 Me. 233. 

Of trial by 
jury in civil 
actions. 

Of bail. Of 
fines and pun
ishments. 

Rights re
tained by the 
people. 
56 Me. 276. 

powers re
served to the 
\States and to 
the people. 
65 Me. 557. 

United States 
courts have no 
jurisdiction of 
suits by inc1i
viduals against 
a State. 
(See art. iii, 
§ 2, fl 1 of the 
constitution. ) 

Manner of 
choosing presi
dent and vice
president. 
(Superseding 
art. Ii, § 1, fl 3 
of the consti
tution.) 

CONSTI'rUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enj oy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against 
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining Witnesses in his favor, 
and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence. 

ARTICLE VII. 

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact 
tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the 
United States, than according to the rules of the common law. 

65 Me. 134; 80 Me. 60; 86 Me. 58. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE X. 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, 
or to the people. 

[The first ten amendments were proposed to the Legislatures of the 
several ,States at the first session of the first Congress held under the 
Constitution, by a concurrent Resolution of September 25, 1789, and 
had been ratified by eleven States. the number required by Article V of 
the original Constitution, December 15, 1791.] 

ARTICLE XI. 

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against 
one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens 
or Subjects of any Foreign State. 

[The eleventh amendment was proposed at the second cession of the 
third Congress, September 5, 1794, and in a message of Pre 'ident Adams 
to Congress dated January 8, 1798, was declared to have been ratified by 
the Legislatures of three fourths of the States.] 

ARTICLE XII. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot 
for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an 
inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their 
ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the per
son voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all 
persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice
President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the 
United States, directed to the President of the Senate ;-The President 
of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted; 
-The person having the greatest number of votes for President. shall 



CONSTITU'l'ION OJ! THE UNI'fED STATES. 

be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole number 
of Electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from 
the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list 
of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall 
choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the Pres
ident, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each 
state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a 
member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of 
all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Rep
resentatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice 
shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next follow
ing, then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the 
death or other constitutional disability of the President. 

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, 
shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole 
number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then 
from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the 
Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of 
the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number 
shall be necessary to a choice. 

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall 
be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 

[The twelfth amendment was proposed at the first session of the eig-hth 
Congress, December 12, 1803, in lieu of the orig-inal third Parag-raph of 
the first Section of the Second Article, and in a proclamation of the 
Secretary of State dated September 25, 1804 was declared to haye been 
ratified by the Leg-islatul'es of three fourths of the States.] 

ARTICLE XIII. 

SEC'l'ION I. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crit1<le whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their juris
diction. 

SECTION 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 

[The thirteenth amendment was proposed at the second session of the 
thirty-eighth Cong-rc"s, February 1, 18G5, and in a pl'oclamation of the 
Secretary of State dated December 18, 1865, was declared to have been 
ratified by the Leg-islatures of twenty seven of the thirty-six states.] 

ARTICLE XIV. 

SECTION I. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and 
of the State wherein they reside. (a) No State shall make or enforce 
any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of 
the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within 
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. (b) 

SECTION 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several 
States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole nU111-
ber of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the 
right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and 

(a) 68 Me. 592, 593; 91 Me. 43I. 
(b) 60 Me. 508; 62 Me. 36; 65 Me. 121; 69 Me. 280; 71 Me. 246; 

74 Me. 141; 76 Me. 326; 77 Me. 216; 86 Me. 498; 90 Me. lOS, 158 ; 94 
Me. 200; 95 Me. 185; 96 Me. 251, 252, 259; 97 Me. 70, 72, 204, 219, 594; 
lOO Me. 185, 246; 101 Me. 37; lO3 Me. 223, 330, 508; lOS Me. 76; lO6 
Me. 62; lO7 Me. 249; lO8 Me. 253; 109 Me. 172; IIO Me. 384; 113 Me. 
1'23· 
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-president to 
be chosen by 
the house of 
represen ta
tives in ease of 
no election by 
the electors. 

-if nO choice 
by the house 
then the vice
president is to 
be president. 

-Choice of 
vice-pres-
ident by the 
senate, in case 
of no election 
by the elect
ors. 

-Qualifica
tions of vice
president. 

Slavery abol
ished. 
(See art. i, § 2, 
If 3, of the 
consti tu tion; 
art. iv, § 2, 
If 3.) 

Power of 
cong-ress to 
enforce this 
article. 

Who are citi
zens of the 
United States, 
and of the 
several States, 
their pl'ivileg-es 
and iuulluni .. 
ties. 

Apportion
ment of repre
sentatives. 
(See art. i, § 2 

If 3 of the con
stitution.) 
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Reduction of 
l'epresenta
tion on ac
count of 
abridgment of 
suffrage. 

(See Amend
ment, aI·t. xv.) 

Persons dis
qualified from 
holding office, 
on account of 
participation 
in insurrection, 
or rebellion. 

-how the dis
ability may be 
removed. 

Validity of the 
public debt, 
not to be 
questioned. 
(See art. I, § 
8, n n 1, 2 of 
the constitu
tion.) 

-rebel debts 
and slave 
claims void. 

Po·wer of 
congress to 
enforce this 
article. 

Right of im
partial suf
frage. 

Power of con
gress to 
enforce this 
article. 

Tax on 
inC0111es. 

Election 
of senators 
by the 
people. 

CONS'l'l'fU'l'ION OF THE UNI1'ED S'r'A'l'ES. 

Vice-President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the 
Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legis
lature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, 
being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in 
any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, 
the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion 
which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number 
of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 

SECTION 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Con
gress, or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, 
.:ivil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, 
having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an 
ofticer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature: 
or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Con
stitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or 
rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies there
of. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove 
such disability. 

SECTION 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, 
authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions 
and bounties {or services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall 
not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall 
assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or 
rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emanci
pation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be 
held illegal and void. 

SECTION 5. The CO;lgress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate 
legislation, the provisions of this article. 

[The fourteenth amendment was proposed at the first session of the 
thirty-ninth Congress, June 16, 1866, and in a proclamation of the Secre
tary of State dated July 28, 1868, issued in pursuance of a concurrent 
resolution of Congress passed July 21, 181)8, was declared to have been 
ratified by the Legislatures of thirty of the thirty-six States.] 

ARTICLE XV. 

SECTION I. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on 
account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

SECCION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 

[The fifteenth amendment was proposed at the third session of the 
fortieth Congress, Fehruary 27, 1869, and in a proclamation of the Secre
tary of State dated March 30, 1870, was declared to have been ratified 
b~' tho Legislatures of twenty-nine of the thirty-seven States.] 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, 
from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several 
States, and without regard to any census or enumeration. 

[The sixteenth amendment was proposed at the first session of the 
sixty-first Congress July 31, 1909, and in a proclamation of the ISecretary 
of State dated February 25, 1913, was declared to have been ratified by 
the Legislatures of thirty-six of the forty-eight states.] 

ARTICLE XVII. 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators 
frolll each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each 
Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the lllost numerous branch of the 
State legislatures. 



CONS'l'I'l'uTION OF THE UNITED STA'l'ES. 

vVhen vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Sen
ate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to 
fill such vacancies: Provided, that the legislature of any State may 
empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointment until the 
people fill the vacancy by election as the legislature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or 
term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as a part of the 
constitution. 

[The seventeenth amendment was proposed at the second session or 
the sixty-second Congress May 15, 1912, and in a proclamation of the 
Secretary of State dated May 31, 1913, was declared to have been ratified 
by the legislatuT8S of thirty-six of the forty-eight states.] 
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Objects of 
government. 
33 Me. 283. 
58 Me. 607, 
612. 

CONSTli'IJTION 
of THE 

STKr'E OF MAINE, 
FORMED IN 

CONVEN1'ION AT PORTLAND, OCTOBER 29, AND ADOP1'ED BY 'fHE PEOPLE 

IN TOWN MEETINGS, 

DECEMBER 6, A. D. 1819, AND OF THE INDEPENDENCE of 'fHE UNI'fED 

STATES THE FORTY-FOUR'fH, 

TOGETHER WITH t'HE 

XXI AMEND~IENTS SUBSEQuENTLY MADE THERETO, ARRANGED, AS 

AMENDED, IN PURSUANCE OF A LEGISLATIVE RESOLVE of FEBRUARY 

24, 1875, BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT, 

THE HONORABLE JOHN APPLE'fON, WHOSE DRAFt' AND ARRANGEMENT 

WAS, BY A RESOLVE OF FEBRUARY 23, 1876, APPROVED BY THE LEGIS

LAt'URE, AND ORDERED TO BE ENROLLED ON PARCHMEN'f AND TO BE 

DEPosITED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRE1'ARY OF St'A'fE AS 

"THE SUPREME LAW OF THE STATE;" 

AND 

XVI OTHI\R AMENDMENt'S SUBSEQUEN'fLY ADOpTED. 

PREAMBLE. 

vVE, the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, insure tranquil
ity, provide for our mutual defence, promote our common welfare, and 
secure to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of liberty, acknowl
edging with grateful hearts the goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the 
Universe in affording us an opportunity, so favorable to the design; and, 
imploring His aid and direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form 
ourselves into a free and independent State, by the style and title of the 
STAt'E OF MAINE, and do ordain and establish the following Constitution 
for the government of the same. 



CONSTITU'fION OF MAINE. 

ARTICI,E 1. 
DECLARATION of RIGHTS. 

SECTION I. All men are born equally free and independent, and have 
certain natural, inherent and unalienable rights, among which are those 
of enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and 
protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety and happi
ness. (a) 

SEC. 2. All power is inherent in the people; all free governments are 
founded in their authority and instituted for their benefit; they have 
therefore an unalienable and indefeasible right to institute government, 
and to alter, reform, or totally change the same, when their safety and 
happiness require it. 

SEC. 3. All men have a natural and unalienable right to worship 
Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences, and no 
one shall be hurt, molested or restrained in his person, liberty or estate 
for worshipping God in the manner and season most agreeable to the 
dictates of his own conscience, nor for his religious professions 01' senti
ments, provided he does not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct others 
in their religious worship i-and all persons demeaning themselves peace
ably, as good members of the State, shall be equally under the protection 
of the laws, and no subordination nor preference of anyone sect or 
denomination to another shall ever be established by law, nor shall any 
religious test be required as a qualification for any office 01' trust, under 
this State; and all religious societies in this State, whether incorporate 
or un incorporate, shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing 
their public teachers, and contracting with them for their support and 
maintenance. 

SEC. 4. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his senti
ments on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of this liberty; no 
laws shall be passed regulating or restraining the freedom of the press; 
and in prosecutions for any publication respecting the official conduct of 
men in public capacity, or the qualifications of those who are candidates 
for the suffrages of the people, or where the matter published is proper 
for public information, the truth thereof may be given in evidence, and 
in all indictments for libels, the Jury, after having received the direction 
of the Court, shall have a right to determine, at their discretion, the law 
and the fact. 

SEC. 5. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers 
and possessions from all unreasonable searches and seizures; and no 
warrant to search any place, or seize any person or thing, shall issue 
without a special designation of the place to be searched, and the person 
or thing to be seized, nor without probable cause-supported by oath or 
affirmation. (b) 

SEC. 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right 
to be heard by himself and his counsel, or either, at his election; (c) 

To demand the nature and cause of the accusation, and have a copy 
thereof; (d) 

(a) 2 Me. 275; 6 Me. 412; 27 Me. 212; 33 Me. 283, 558; 58 Me. 
504, 508, 61 3; 59 Me. 318, 545, 549, 553; 60 Me. 122, 133; 66 Me. 73; 
86 Me. 498; 94 Me. IIO; 97 Me. 70; 100 Me. 351; IOI Me. 37; 103 Me. 
509; 106 Me. 62; I07 Me. 249. 

(b) 13 Mass. 286; 33 Me. 564; 34 Me. 126, 2IO; 42 Me. 299; 47 Me. 
388; 62 Me. 421; 70 Me. 466; 72 Me. 435; 78 Me. 488; 79 Me. I03; 
86 Me. 146; 00 Me. 451; 94 Me. 132; 96 Me. 124; 97 Me. 276; 100 Me. 
447; I03 Me. 467; I04 Me. 56; 113 Me. 14. 
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(c) II Me. 2IO; 47 Me. 426; 58 Me. 572; 102 Me. 3IO. 
(d) 58 Me. 580; 50 Me. 140; 99 Me. 320; I II Me. 457. 

Natul'al 
rights. 

(See Amend
ment xxii.) 
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All power is 
Inherent in the 
people. 

Religious 
freedom. 
38 Me. 379. 

-proviso. 

-all sects are 
equal. 

-religiOUS 
tes ts are pro
hibited. 

-right to elect 
religious 
teachers. 

Freedom of 
speech and 
publication. 

-libel. 

-truth may 
be given in 
evidence. 
62 Me. 510. 
53 Me. 342. 
89 Me. 2n. 

Unreasonable 
searches. 

Rights of 
persons 
accused. 
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69 Me. 401, 403. 

39 Me. G4. 

No person to 
answer to a 
capital or 
infamous 
crime but on 
indictment. 
-exceptions. 

-juries. 

Nor be put 
in jeopardy 
twice. 

Sanguinary 
laws prohih
ited. 

Bailable 
offences. 
(Resolve of 
Mal'. 30, 1837: 
Amendment 
ii.) 
-haheas cor
pus. 
66 Me. 74. 

Bills of at taln
del', etc. 

Treason. 

-testimony of 
two witnesses. 

Suspension 
of laws. 

Corporal pun
ishment under 
military law. 

Rigbt of 
petition. 

CONS'l'I1'U'l'ION OF MAINE. 

To be confronted by the witnesses against him; 
To have compulsory process for obtainiflg witnesses in his favor; 
To have a speedy, public and impartial trial, and, except in trials by 

martial law 01' impeachment, by a jury of the vicinity. He shall not be 
compelled to furnish 01' give evidence against himself, nor be deprived 
of his life, liberty, property or privileges, but by judgment of his peers, 
or by the law of the land. (a) 

SI\C. 7. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in 
cases of impeachment, or in such cases of offences as are usually cogni
zable by a justice of the peace, or in cases arising in the army or navy, 
or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger. 
The Legislature shall provide by law a suitable and impartial mode of 
selecting juries and their usual number and unanimity, in indictments 
and convictions, shall be held indispensable. (b) 

SEC. 8. No person, for the same offence, shall be twice put in j eop
ardy of life or limb. (c) 

SEC. 9. Sanguinary laws shall not be passed; all penalties and pun
ishments shall be proportioned to the offence; excessive bail shall not be 
required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel nor unusual punishments 
inflicted. (d) 

SEC. 10. No person before conviction shall be bailable for any of the 
crimes, which now are, or have been denominated capital offences since 
the adoption of the Constitution, where the proof is evident or the pre
sumption great, whatever the punishment of the crimes may be. And 
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless 
when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may reqnire it. 

SEC. 11. The Legislature shall pass no bill of attainder, ex post facto 
law, nor law impairing the obligation of contracts, and no attainder shall 
work corruption of' blood nor forfeiture of estate. (e) 

SEC. 12. Treason against this State shall consist only in levying war 
against it, adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No 
person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two wit
nesses to the same overt act, or confession in open court. 

SEC. 13. The laws shall not be suspended but by the Legislature or 
its authority. 

SEC. 14. No person shall be subj ect to corporal punishment under 
military law, except such as are employed in the army or navy, or in the 
militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger. 

SEC. IS. The people have a right at all times in an orderly and peace
able manner to assemble to consult upon the common good, to give 
instructions to their representatives, and to request, of either department 

(a) I Me. 230; II Me. 210; 37 Me. 156, 165; 39 Me. 258; 47 Me. 432; 
55 Me. 200; 58 Me. 573. 594, 598; 59 Me. 318, 549, 553; 60 Me. 122, 138, 
509-I2; 62 Me. 37; 65 Me. 121, 242; 66 Me. 73; 70 Me. 157; 71 Me. 241; 
76 Me. 326; 77 Me. 215; 78 Me. 492; 80 Me. 60; 86 Me. 501; 90 Me. 
105; 96 Me. 565. 

(b) 1I0 u. S. 567; 4 Me. 439; 60 Me. 508, 509; 67 Me. 336; 8-1 Me. 
28, 272; 109 Me. 158. 

(c) 37 Me. 165; 59 Me. 141; 70 Me. 457; 10-1 Me. 281. 
(d) 39 Me. 258; 93 Me. 420; 94 Me. 132. 
(e) U. S. Const. Art. I, § 10, ~ I; 2 Me. 275; 5 Me. 66; 6 Me. 1I2, 

355; 7 Me. 474; II Me. 109, II 8, 284; 14 Me. 344; IS Me. 135; 18 Me. 
109; 21 Me. 53; 23 Me. 360; 24 Me. 520; 27 Me. 212; 42 Me. 429; 45 
Me. 507; 47 Me. 91; 48 Me. 34; 49 Me. 507; 50 Me. 114; 51 Me. 480; 
57 Me. 394; 63 Me. 269, 285, 333; 65 Me. 129; 71 Me. 383; 74 Me. 139; 
80 Me. 469, 561. 
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of the gove1'llment by petition 01' remonstrance, redress of their wrongs 
and grievances. 

SIlc. 16. Every citizen has a right to keep and bear arms for the com
mon defence; and this right shall never be questioned. 

SEC. 17. No standing army shall be kept up in time of peace with
ont the consent of the Legislature, and the military shall, in all cases, 
and at all times, be in strict subordination to the civil power. 

SEC. 18. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house 
without the consent of the owner or occupant, nor in time of war, but 
in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

SEC. 19. E"ery person, for an inj ury done him in his person, reputa
tion, property or immunities, shall have remedy by due course of law; 
and right and justice shall be administered freely and without sale, com
pletely and without denial, promptly and without delay. (a) 

SEC. 20. In all civil suits, and in all controversies concerning prop
erty, the parties shall have a right to a trial by jury, except in cases 
where it has heretofore been otherwise practiced; the party claiming the 
right may be heard by himself and his counsel, or either, at his elec
tion. (b) 

SEC. 2I. Private property shall not be taken for public uses without 
just compensation; nor unless the pUblic exigencies require it. (c) 

SIlc. 22. l'\ 0 tax or duty shall be imposed without the consent of the 
people or of their representatives in the Legislature. (d) 

SEC. 23. No title of nobility or hereditary distinction, privilege, honor 
or emolument, shall eyer be granted or confirmed, nor shall any office be 
created, the appointment to which shall be for a longer time than during 
good behavior. 

SEC. 24. The enumeration of certain rights shall not impair nor deny 
others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE II. 

ELECTORS. 

SEC. I. E"ery male citizen of the United States of the age of twenty
one years and upwards. excepting paupers, persons under guardianship, 
and Indians not taxed, haying his residence established in this State for 
the term of three months next preceding any election, shall be an elector 
for Governor, Senators and Representatives, in the town 01' plantation 
where his residence is so established; and the elections shall be by writ
ten ballot. But persons in the military, naval or marine service of the 
United States, or this State, shall not be considered as having obtained 
such established residence by being stationed in any garrison, barrack, 
or military place, in allY town or plantation; nor shall the residence of 

(a) 68 Me. 236; 74 Me. 27; 76 Me. 41; 90 Me. lOS; I03 Me. 223; 
IIO Me. 384. 

(b) 3 Me. 97; 25 Me. 488; 35 Me. 255; 37 Me. 156, 165; 39 Me. 
413; 55 Me. 193, 361; 60 Me. 43; 62 Me. 37; 65 Me. 133; 80 Me. 60; 86 
Me. 58; 96 Me. 247; 98 Me. 566; I06 Me. LJ30. 

(c) 7 Me. 273; 8 Me. 365; IO Me. 447; 12 Me. 222; 16 Me. 9; 18 
Me. I09; 31 Me. 172; 34 Me. 2LJ7; 43 Me. 356, 359; 47 Me. 206; 55 Me. 
191; 58 Me. 590, 593, 598, 616; 59 Me. 318, 549, 553; 60 Me. 122, 132, 
134, 138, 295-6 ; 70 Me. 524; 86 Me. 498 ; 93 Me. 129; 95 Me. 575; 96 
Me. 242, 246; 97 Me. 219; IOO Me. 360; I02 Me. 340; I03 Me. 509; lO4 
Me. 360; I05 Me. 413; lOS Me. 571; lO6 Me. 363; lO8 Me. 227; I II Me. 
490; 112 Me. 318; II3 Me. 123. 

(d) 57 Me. 394; 84 Me. 215. 
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a student at any seminary of learning entitle him to the right of suffrage 
in the town or plantation where such seminary is established. No per
son, however, shall be deemed to have lost his residence by reason of his 
absence from the State in the military service of the United States, or 
of this State. (a) 

SIleo 2. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason, felony or breach 
of the peace, be privileged from arrest on the days of election, during 
their attendance at, going to, and returning therefrom. 

SIleo 3. No elector shall be obliged to do duty in the militia on any 
day of election, except in time of war or public danger. 

SIleo 4. The election of Governor, Senators and Representatives shall 
be on the second Monday of September annually forever. But citizens 
of the State absent therefrom in the military service of the United States 
or of this State, and not in the regular army of the United States, being 
otherwise qualified electors, shall be allowed to vote all Tuesday next 
after tile first 1110 II day of November, in the year of Ollr Lord aile tllou
sOlid eight hlllldred and si.'I'ty-four, for goventor and sellators, alld their 
z'otes shall be COUll ted and allowed in the same mall lieI', alld with the 
same effect, as if givell on the secolld 1110nday of September in that year. 
And they shall be allowed to vote for governor, senators and representa
tives on the second Monday of September oll1t1taliy thereafter forever, 
in the manner herein provided. On the day of election a poll shall be 
opened at every place without this State where a regiment, battalion, 
battery, company, or detachment of not less than twenty soldiers from 
the State of Maine, may be fOllnd or stationed, and every citizen of said 
State of the age of tw'enty-one years, in snch military service, shall be 
entitled to vote as aforesaid; and he shall be considered as voting in the 
city, town, plantation and county in this State where he resided when he 
entered the service. The vote shall be taken by regiments when it can 
conveniently be done; when not so convenient, any detachment or part 
of a regiment, not less than twenty in number, and any battery or part 
thereof numbering twenty or more, shall be entitled to vote wherever 
they may be. The three ranking officers of such regiment, battalion, 
battery, company, or part of either, as the case may be, acting as such 
011 the day of election, shall be supervisors of elections. If no officers, 
then three non-commissioned officers according to their seniority shall 
be such supervisors. If any officer or non-commissioned officer shall 
neglect or refuse to act, the next in rank shall take his place. In case 
there are no officers or non-commissioned officers present, or if they or 
either of them refuse to act, the electors present, not less than twenty, 
may choose, by written ballot enough of their own number, not exceed
ing three, to fill the vacancies, and the persons so chosen shall be super
visors of elections. All supervisors shall be first sworu to support the 
constitution of the United States and of this State, and faithfully and 
impartially to perform the duties of supervisors of elections. Each is 
authorized to administer the necessary oath to the others; and certifi
cates thereof shall be annexed to the lists of votes by them to be made 
and returned into the office of the secretary of State of this State as 
hereinafter provided. The polls shall be opened and closed at such 
hours as the supervisors, or a majority of them, shall direct; provided, 
howe'ver, that due notice and sufficient time shall be given for all voters 
in the regiment, battalion, battery, detachment, company, or part of 
either, as the case may be, to vote. Regimental and field officers shall 
be entitled to vote with their respective commands. 'When not in actual 
command, such officers, ,l11d also all general and staff officers, and all 

m(a) 7 Me. 497; 44 Me. 507; 54 :Me. 602, 605; 68 Me. 592, 593; 76 
Me. r65. 
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surgeons, assistant surgeons, and chaplains, shall be entitled to vote at 
any place where polls are opened. The supervisors of elections shall 
prepare a ballot box or other suitable receptacle for the ballots. Upon 
one side of every ballot shall be printed or written the name of the 
county, and also of the city, town or plantation of this State, in which is 
the residence of the person proposing to vote. Upon the other side shall 
be the name or names of the persons to be voted for, and the office or 
offices which he or they are intended to fill. And before receiving any 
vote, the sUpervisors, or a majority of them, must be satisfied of the age 
and citizenship of the person claiming to vote, and that he has in fact a 
residence in the county, city, town or plantation which is printed or 
written on the vote offered by him. If his right to vote is challenged, 
they may require him to make true answers, upon oath, to all interroga
tories touching his age, citizenship, residence, and right to vote, and shall 
hear any other evidence offered by him, or by those who challenge his 
right. They shall keep correct poll-lists of the names of all persons 
aIJowed to vote, and of their respective places of residence in this State, 
and also the number of the regiment and company or battery to which 
they belong; which lists shall be certified by them, or by a maj ority of 
them, to be correct, and that such residence is in accordance with the 
indorsement of the residence of each voter on his vote. They shall 
check the name of every person before he is allowed to vote, and the 
check-mark shall be plainly made against his name on the poll-lists. 
They shall sort, count and publicly declare the votes at the head of 
their respective commands on the day of election, unless prevented by 
the public enemy, and in that case as soon thereafter as may be; and 
on the same day of said declaration they shall form a list of the persons 
voted for, with the number of votes for each person against his name, 
and the office which he was intended to fill, and shall sign and seal up 
such list and cause the same, together with the poll-lists aforesaid, to be 
deliyered into the office of the secretary of State aforesaid, all or before 
the first dllY of December, in the year aile thollsaJld eight hUlldred and 
sixty-fa II 1', and on or before the fifteenth day of November annually 
thereafter forever. The legislature of this State may pass any law 
additional to the foregoing provisions, if any shall, in practice, be found 
necessary in order more fully to carry into effect the purpose thereof. 

ARTICLE III. 

DISTRIDU'l'ION of POWERS. 

SEC. l. The powers of this government shall be divided into three 
distinct departments, the Legislative, Executive and Judicial. (a) 

SEC. 2. No person or persons, belonging to one of these departments, 
shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the 
others, except in the cases herein expressly directed or permitted. (b) 

ARTICLE IV.-PAR'l' FIRST. 

LEGISLA'l'l\'E POWER-HouSE of REPRESENTATIVES. 

SEC. I. The legislative power shall be yes ted in two distinct branches, 
a House of Representatives, and a Senate, each to have a negative on 
the other, and both to be styled the Legislature of Maine and the style 

(a) 3 Me. 326; 4 Me. 140; 62 Me. 597; 70 Me. 609; I05 Me. 91; 
109 Me. 39I. 

(b) 3 Me. 372, 484; 7 Me. 14; 32 Me. 525; 64 Me. 195; 70 Me. 609, 
6IO; 86 Me. 530; 95 Me. 573; 99 Me. 385; IOS Me. 91; I07 Me. 249; 
I09 Me. 384. 
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of their acts and laws, shall be, "Be it enacted by the Sellate alld H oltse 
of Represelltatives ill Legislature Assembled." 

SEC. 2. The House of Representatives shall consist of one hundred 
and fifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified electors, for one 
year from the day next preceding the allnual meeting of the Legislature. 
The Legislature, which shall first be cOllvelled IIllder this COllsiUutiOIl, 
shall, all 01' before the fifteellth day of August, ill the year of 0111' Lord, 
aile thousalld eight hUlldred alld twentY-aile, alld the Legislature, within 
every S1tbsequellt period of at most ten years, and at least five, cause the 
number of the inhabitants of the State to be ascertained, exclusive of 
foreigners not naturalized and Indians not taxed. The number of rep
resentatives shall, at the several periods of making such enumeration, be 
fixed and apportioned among the several counties as near as may be, 
according to the number of inhabitants, having regard to the relative 
increase of population. The 1lumber of representatives shall, all said 
first apportiollment, be 1/ot less than aile hUlldred nor more than aile 
hundred and fifty. 

SEC'. 3. Each town having fifteen hundred inhabitants may elect one 
representative; each town having three thousand seven hundred and 
fifty may elect two; each town having six thousand seven hundred and 
fifty may elect three; each town having ten thousand five hundred may 
elect four; each town having fifteen thousand may elect five; each town 
having twenty thousand two hundred and fifty may elect six; each town 
having twenty-six thousand two hundred and fifty may elect seven; but 
no town shall ever be entitled to more than seven representatives; and 
towns and plantations duly organized, not having fifteen hundred inhab
itants, shall be classed, as conveniently as may be, into districts contain
ing that number, and so as not to divide towns; and each such district 
may elect one representative; and, when all this apportionment the 
llu1l1ber of representatives shall be two hllndred, a different apportion
ment shall talle place upon the above principle; and, in case the fifteen 
hundred shall be too large or too small to apportion all the representa
tives to any county, it shall be so increased or diminished as to give the 
number of representatives according to the above rule and proportion; 
and whenever any town or towns, plantation or plantations not entitled 
to elect a representative shall determine against a classification with any 
other town or plantation, lhe Legislature may, at each apportionment of 
representatives, on the application of such town or plantation, authorize 
it to elect a representative for such portion of time and such periods, as 
shall be equal to its portion of representation; and the right of repre
sentation, so established, shall not be altered until the next general 
apportionment. 

SEC. 4. No person shall be a member of the House of Representa
tives, unless he shall, at the commencement of the period for which he 
is elected, have been five years a citizen of the United States, have 
arrived at the age of twenty-one years, have been a resident of this 
State one year, or from the adoption of this cOllstitlltion; and for the 
three months next preceding the time of his election shall have been, 
and, dltring the period for which he is elected, shall continue to be a 
resident in the town or district which he represents. 

SEC. S. The meetings within this State for the choice of representa
tives shall be warned in due course of law by the selectmen of the 
several towns seven days at least before the election, and !;he selectmen 
thereof shall preside impartially at such meetings, receive the votes of 
all the qualified electors present, sort, count and declare them in open 
town meeting, and in the presence of the town clerk, who shall form a 
list of the persons voted for, with the number of votes for each person 
against his name, shall make a fair record thereof in the presence of the 
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selectmen and in open town meeting. And the towns and plantations 
organized by law, belonging to any class herein provided, shall hold their 
meetings at the same time in the respective towns and plantations; and 
the town and plantation meetings in such towns and plantations shall be 
notified, held and reg-lllated, the votes received, sorted, counted and 
declared in the same manner. And the assessors and clerks of planta
tions shall have all the powers, and be subject to all the duties, which 
selectmen and town clerks have, and are subject to by this Constitution. 
And fair copies of the lists of votes shall be attested by the selectmen 
and town clerks of towns, and the assessors of plantations, and sealed 
up in open town and plantation meetings; and the town and plantation 
clerks respectively shall cause the same to be delivered into the secre
tary's office thirty days at least before the first vVednesday of January 
allllually. And the governor and council shall examine the returned 
copies of such lists, and also all lists of votes of citizens in the military 
service, returned to the secretary's office, as provided in article second, 
section four, of this constitution; and twenty days before the said first 
\Vednesday of January, annually, shall issue a summons to such persons 
as shall appear to be elected (a) by a plurality of all the votes returned, 
to attend and take their seats. But all such lists shall be laid before 
the house of representatives on the first Wednesday of January annu
ally, and they shall finally determine who are elected. The electors 
resident in any city may, at any meeting duly notified for the choice of 
representatives, vote for such representatives in their respective ward 
meetings, and the wardens in said wards shall preside impartially at such 
meetings, receive the votes of all qualified electors present, sort, count 
and declare them in open ward meetings, and in the presence of the 
ward clerk, who shall form a list of the persons voted for, with the 
number of votes for each person against his name, shall make a fair 
record thereof in the presence of the warden, and in open ward meet
ings; and a fair copy of this list shall be attested by the warden and 
ward clerk, sealed up in open ward meeting, and delivered to the city 
clerk within twenty-four hours after the close of the polls. And the 
electors resident in any city may at any meetings duly notified and 
holden for the choice of any other civil officers for whom they have been 
required heretofore to vote in town meeting, vote for such officers in 
their respective wards, and the same proceedings shall be had by the 
warden and ward clerk in each ward, as in the case of votes for repre
sentatives. And the aldermen of any city shall be in session within 
twenty-four hours after the close of the polls in such meetings, and in 
the presence of the city clerk shall open, examine and compare the copies 
from the lists of votes given in the several wards, of which the city 
clerk shall make a record, and return thereof shall be made into the Sec
retary of State's office in the same manner as selectmen of towns are 
required to do. 

SEC. 6. \Vhenever the seat of a member shall be vacated by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, the vacancy may be filled by a new election. 

SEC. 7. The I-louse of Representatives shall choose their speaker, 
clerk and other officers. (b) 

SEC. 8. The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of 
impeachment. 

(a) 70 Me. 56r, 567, 568, 583, 585, 587, 594, 609, 6IO. 
(b) iO Me. 588, 594, 595, 596, 597, 609, 6IO. 

23 

-meetings of 
classed towns. 
(Resolve of 
Mar. 24, 1864: 
Amendment 
x.) 

(Resohe of 
Mar. 24, 1864: 
Amendment 
x.) 

70 Me. 564, 565. 
(See Amend
lllents xxiii, 
xxv.) 

-lists of 
yotes shall be 
examined by 
governor and 
council. 

-governor 
and council 
shall summon 
persons who 
appear to be 
elected. 

(Resolve of 
Aug. 2, 1847: 
Amendment 
viL) 

-lists shall 
be laid before 
the house of 
representa
tives. 
64 Me. 589. 

-manner ot 
electing rep
resentatives 
and other 
civil olllcers 
in cities. 

(Resolve of 
Mar. 7, 1834: 
Amendment i, 
amended by 
Resolve of 
;VIal'. 24, 1864 : 
Amendment 
x.) 

70 Me. !lG3. 

Vacancies. 
35 Me. 563. 
70 Me. 597. 
House to 
choose its own 
officers. 

Power of im
peacbment. 



Number of 
senators 
fixed. 
(See Amend
ments xxiiC 
xxv.) 

State to be 
distrieted 
once in ten 
years. 

-districts, 
how formed. 
18 Me. 458. 

Meetings for 
choice of 
senators. 
(Resolve of 
Mar. 24, 186<[: 
Amendment 
x.) 

25 Me. 568. 
()4 :Me. 592, 595, 
598. 

-eleclors ill 
unincorporated 
lllureH. 

EXalllinution 
of returns. 
(Amendment 
x. Amended 
by Resolve of 
Feb. 24, 1875 : 
Anlendment 
xiiL) 

Sena le to de
cide election of 
its melll bel's. 
(See Amend
Inents xxiii, 
xxv.) 

(Resolve of 
Feb. 24, 187G: 
Amendment 
xiiL) 
(Sec Amend
lllent xxx.) 

Ouuli1iC'utions 
of senators. 

Senate shall 
try im}1each
mentR. 

-limitation 
of judgment. 

CONS'I'I'I'U'I'ION OF MAINE, 

ARTICLE IV.-PAR'l' SECOND. 

SENATE. 

SEC. 1. The Senate shall consist of /lot less than twenty) nor more 
than thirty-one members) elected at the same time) and for the same 
term, as the representatives, by the qualified electors of the districts into 
which the State shall from time to time be divided. (a) 

SEC. 2. The Legislature) which shall be first convened Hnder this 
COl/stitutioll, shall) 011 or before the fifteellth day of AI/gllst in the year 
of our Lord) one thousand eight hundred alld twenty-olle) Gnd the Legis
latllre at every sllbsequellf period of ten years) cause the State to be 
divided into districts for the choice of senators. The districts shall con
form, as near as may be) to county lines) and be apportioned according 
to the number of inhabitants. The number of senators shall 1I0t e.t'ceed 
twenty at the first apportionment) and shall at each apportionment be 
increased, until they shall amount to thirty-one, according to the increase 
in the H ollse of Representatives. 

SEC. 3. The meetings within this state for the election of senators 
shall be notifled, held and regulated, and the votes received, sorted, 
counted, declared and recorded, in the same manner as those for repre
sentatives. And fair copies of the list of votes shall be attested by the 
selectmen and town clerks of towns, and the assessors and clerks of 
plantations, and sealed up in open town and plantation meetings; and 
the town and plantation clerics respectively shall cause the same to be 
delivered into the secretary's office thirty days at least before the first 
\Vednesday of J annary. All other qualified electors, living in places 
unincorporated, who shall be assessed to the support of the government 
by the assessors of an adjacent town, shall have the privilege of voting 
for senators. representatives and governor in such town; and shall be 
notified by the selectmen thereof for that purpose accordingly. 

SEC. 4. The Governor and Council shall, as soon as may be, examine 
the returned copies of such lists, and also the lists of yotes of citizens in 
the military service, returned into the secretary's office, and twenty days 
before the said first \Vednesday of January, issue a summons to such 
persons, as shall appear to be elected by a plurality of the votes for each 
district, to attend that day and take their seats. (b) 

SEC. 5. The Senate shall, on the said first vVedne,day of January, 
ail/lltally) determine who are elected by a plurality of votes to be sena
tors in each district; and in case thc full number of senators to be 
elected from each district shall not have been so elected, the members 
of the house of representatives and such senators, as shall ha ve been 
elected, shall, from the highest numbers of the persons voted for, on 
said lists, equal to twice the number of senators deficient, in every 
district, if there be SO many voted for, elect by joint ballot the number 
of senators required; alld ill this malilicr all vacancies ill the sel/ate 
sizall be sllpplied as SOf)n as lIIay be) after sitch vacallcies izappen. (c) 

SIlC. 6. The senators shall be twenty-five years of age at the com
mencement of the term, for which they are elected, and in all other 
respects their Cjualifications shall be the same, as those of the representa
ti\'cs. 

SEC. /. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments, 
and wben sitting for that purpose shall be on oath or affirmation, and no 
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
memiJcrs present. Their judgment, however, shall not extend farther 

(a) 7 1\le. 489. 
(/I) 64 Me. 588; 70 l\Ie. 567-9, 583, 585, 609-ro. 
(c) 6 :\1e. 514; 7 Me. 489; .15 Me. 563; 64 Me. 596; 70 Me. 589. 
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than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold or' enjoy any 
office of honor, trust or profit under this State. But the party, whether 
convicted or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial, 
judgment and punishment according to law. 

SEC. 8. The Senate shall choose their president, secretary and other 
officers. 

ARTICLE IV.-PAR'l' THIRD. 

LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

SEC. 1. The Legislature shall convene on the first vVednesday of 
January, anl/ually, and shall have full power to make and establish all 
reasonable laws and regulations for the defence and benefit of the people 
of this State, not repugnant to this Constitution, nor to that of the 
United States. (a) 

SEC. 2. Every bill or resolution having the force of law, to which 
the concurrence of both houses may be necessary, except on a question 
of adj ournment, which shall have passed both houses, shall be presented 
to the Governor, and if he approve, he shall sign it; if not, he shall 
return it with his objections to the house, in which it shall have origi
nated, which shall enter the obj ections at large on its journals, and pro
ceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that 
house shall agree to pass it, it shall be sent together with the objections, 
to the other house, by which it shall be reconsidered, and, if approved by 
two-thirds of that house, it shall have the same effect, as if it had been 
signed by the Governor; but in all such cases, the votes of both houses 
shall be taken by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons, voting 
for and against the bill or resolution, shall be entered on the journals 
of both houses respectively. If the bill or resolution shall not be re
turned by the (iovernor within five days, (Sundays excepted) after it 
shall have been presented to him, it shall have the same force and e~ect, 
as if he had signed it, unless the Legislature, by their adjournment pre
vent its return, in which case it shall have such force and effect, unless 
returned within three days a fter their next meeting. 

SEC. 3. Each house shall be the judge of the elections and qualifica
tions of its own members, and a maj ority shall constitute a quorum to 
do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and 
may compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner, and 
under such penalties as each house shall provide. (b) 

SEC. 4. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, pun
ish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of 
two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same cause. 

SEC. 5. Each house shall keep a journal, and fr0111 time to time pub
lish its proceedings, except such parts as in their judgment may require 
secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members of either house on any 
question, shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on 
the journal. 

(a) 3 Me. 326; 4 Me. 140; 6 Me. 412; 7 Me. 273; 9 Me. 54; II Me. 
208; 12 Me. 354; 16 Me. 479; 31 Me. 172, 360; 32 Me. 343, 526; 33 Me. 
558, 587; 35 Me. 319; 37 Me. 156; 39 Me. 258; 42 Me. ISO, 299, 429; 
43 Me. 202; 45 Me. 507; 49 Me. 346, 507; 55 Me. 190, 200; 58 Me. 594, 
60I; 59 Me. 85, 318, 549, 553; 60 Me. 122; 68 Me. 582; 74 Me. 137-140; 
95 Me. 98, 575; 99 Me. 527; IOO Me. 180; I03 Me. 508; I07 Me. 260; 
I09 Me. 175; III Me. 429, 489; II2 Me. 8. 

(b) 35 Me. 563; 70 Me. 563, 585, 588, 593, 594, 595, 596, 597, 609, 6IO; 
71 Me. 370; 95 Me. 588. 
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SIIC. 6. 'Each house, during its session, may punish by imprisonment 
any person, not a member, for disrespectful 01' disorderly behavior in its 
presence, for obstructing any of its proceedings, threatening, assaulting 
01' abusing any of its members for anything said, done, or doing in 
either house; provided, that no imprisonment shaH extend beyond the 
period of the same session. 

SIIC. 7. The senators and representatives shaH receive such compen
sation, as shaH be established by law; but no law increasing their com
pensation shaH take effect during the existence of the Legislature which 
enacted it. The expenses of the House of Representatives in traveHing 
to the Legislature and returning therefrom, once in each session and no 
more, shaH be paid by the State out of the public treasury to every mem
ber, who shaH seasonably attend, in the judgment of the house, and 
does not depart therefrom without leave. 

SIIC. 8. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases except 
treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during 
their attendance at, going to, and returning from each session of the 
Legislature; and no member shall be liable to answer for anything 
spoken in debate in either house, in any court or place elsewhere. 

Sllc. 9. Bills, orders or resolutions, may originate in either house, and 
may be altered, amended or rej ected in the other; but all bills for rais
ing a revenue shaH originate in the House of Representatives, but the 
Senate may propose amendments as in other cases; provided, that they 
shaH not, under color of amendment, introduce any new matter, which 
does not relate to raising a revenue. 

SIIC. 10. No senator or representative shaH, during the term for 
which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of profit 
under this State, which shall have been created, or the emoluments of 
which increased during such term except such offices as may be filled by 
elections by the people, provided, that this prohibition shall lIot e.rtend 
to the members of the first LegisiatHre. 

SIlC. II. No member of Congress, nor person holding any office under 
the United States (post-officers excepted) nor office of profit under this 
State, justices of the peace, notaries public, coroners and officers of the 
militia excepted, shaH have a seat in either house during his being such 
member of congress, or his continuing in such office. 

SIIC. 12. Neither house shall, during the session, without the consent 
of the other, adjourn for more than two days, nor to any other place 
than that in which the houses shall be sitting. 

SIIC. 13. The Legislature shaH, from time to time, provide, as far as 
practicable, by general laws, for all matters usually appertaining to 
special 01' private legislation. 

SIIC. 14. Corporations shaH be formed under general laws, and shall 
not be created by special acts of the Legislature, except for municipal 
purposes, and in cases where the obj ects of the corporation cannot other
wise be attained; and, however formed, they shaH forever be subj ect to 
the general laws of the State. (a) 

SIlC. IS. The Legislature shall, by a two-thirds concurrent vote of 
both branches, have the power to caH constitutional conventions, for the 
purpose of amending this constitution. 

[Sections sixteen to twenty-two inclusive, as to direct initiative of 
legislation and optional referendum, added by Amendment XXXL] 

(a) 83 Me. 440; 91 Me. 194; 98 Me. II4. 
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ARTICLE V.-PAR'1' FIRST. 

EXECU1'IVE POWERS. 

SEC. I. The supreme executive power of this State shall be vested in 
a Governor. 

SEC. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the qualified electors, and 
shall hold his office olle year from the first ·Wednesday of January in 
each year. 

SEC. 3. The meetings for election of governor shall be notified, held, 
and regulated, and votes shall be received, sorted, counted, declared and 
recorded, in the same manner as those for senators and representatives. 
They shall be sealed and returned into the Secretary's office in the same 
manner, and at the same time as those for senators. And the secretary 
of state for the time being shall, on the first Wednesday of January, 
then next, lay the lists before the Senate and House of Representatives, 
and also the lists of votes of citizens in the military service returned 
into the secretary's office, to be by them examined, and, in case of a 
choice by a majority of all the votes returned, they shall declare and 
publish the same. But if no person shall have a majority of votes, the 
House of Representatives shall, by ballot, from the persons having the 
four highest numbers of votes on the lists, if so many there be, elect 
two persons and make return of their names to the Senate, of whom 
the Senate shall, by ballot, elect one, who shall be declared the Governor. 

SEC. 4. The Governor shall, at the commencement of his term, be not 
less than thirty years of age; a natural born citizen of the United 
States, have been five years, or from tlte adoption of this COllstitution, 
a resident of the State; and at the time of his election and during the 
term for which he is elected, be a resident of said State. 

SEC. 5. No person holding any office or place under the United 
States, this State, or any other power, shall exercise the office of Gov
ernor. 

SEC. 6. The Governor shall at stated times, receive for his services a 
compensation, which shall not be increased or diminished during his 
continuance in office. 

SEC. 7. He shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
State and of the militia, except when called into the actual service of 
the United States; but he shall not march nor convey any of the citizens 
out of the State, without their consent or that of the Legislature, unless 
it shall become necessary, in order to march or transport them from 
one part of the State to another for the defence thereof. 

SEC. 8. He shall nominate, and, with the advice and consent of the 
council, appoint all judicial officers, coroners, and notaries public; and 
he shaH also nominate, and with the advice and consent of the council, 
appoint all other civil and military officers, whose appointment is not by 
this Constitution, or shall not by law be otherwise provided for; and 
every such nomination shall be made seven days, at least, prior to such 
appointment. (a) 

SEC. 9. He shall from time to time give the Legislature information 
of the condition of the State, and recommend to their consideration 
such measures, as he may judge expedient. 

SEC. ro. He may require information from any military officer or 
any officer in the executive department, upon any subj ect relating to the 
duties of their respective offices. 

SEC. II. He shall have power, with the advice and consent of the 
council, to remit, after conviction, all forfeitures and penalties, and to 
grant reprieves, commutations and pardons, except in cases of impeach-

(a) 32 Me. 526; 72 Me. 547; 109 Me. 39I. 
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ment, upon such conditions, and with such restrictions and limitations, 
as may be deemed proper, subject to such regulations as may be provided 
by law, relative to the manner of applying for pardons. And he shall 
communicate to the Legislature at each session thereof, each case of 
reprieve, remission of penalty, commutation or pardon granted, stating 
the name of the convict, the crime of which he was convicted, the sen
tence and its date, the date of the reprieve, remission, commutation or 
pardon, and the conditions,. if any, upon which the same was granted. 

SEC. I2. He shall hike care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
SEC. 13. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the Legisla

ture; and in cases of disagreement between the two houses with respect 
to the time of adj ournment, adj ourn them to such time as he shall think 
proper, not beyond the day of the next allllllai meeting; and if, since the 
last adjournment, the place where the Legislature were next to convene 
shall have become dangerous from an enemy or contagious sickness, may 
direct the session to be held at some other convenient place within the 
State. 

SEC. I4. vVhenever the office of Governor shall become vacant by 
death, resignation, removal from office or otherwise, the president of the 
Senate shall exercise the office of Governor until another Governor shall 
be duly qualified; and in case of the death, resignation, removal from 
office or disqualification of the president of the Senate so exercising the 
office of Governor, the speaker of the House of Representatives shall 
exercise the office, until a president of the Senate shall have been 
chosen; and when the office of Governor, president of the Senate, and 
speaker of the House shall become vacant, in the recess of the Senate, 
the person, acting as Secretary of State for the time being', shall by 
proclamation convene the Senate, that a president may be chosen to 
exercise the office of Governor. And whenever either the president of 
the Senate or speaker of the House shall so exercise said office, he shall 
receive only the compensation of Governor, but his duties as president 
or speaker shall be suspended; and the Senate or House shall fill the 
vacancy until his duties as Governor shall cease. 

ARTICLE V.-PART SECOND. 

COUNCIL. 

SEC. 1. There shall be a Council, to consist of seven persons, cltlzens 
of the United States, and residents of this State, to advise the Governor 
in the executive part of government, whom the Governor shall have 
full power, at his discretion, to assemble; and he with the Councillors. 
or a maj ority of them, may from time to time, hold and keep a council, 
for ordering and directing the affairs of State, according to law. 

SEC. 2. The Councillors shall be chosen a IlIlllall)" on the first vVednes
day of January, by joint ballot of the senators and representatives in 
convention; and vacancies, which shall afterwards happen, shall be filled 
in the same manner; but not more than one Councillor shall be elected 
from any district, prescribed for tile election of senators; and they shall 
be privileged from arrest in the same manner as senators and repre
sentatives . 

SEC. 3. The resolutions and advice of Council, shall be recorded in a 
register, and signed by the members agreeing thereto, which may be 
called for by either house of the Legislature; and any Councillor may 
enter his dissent to the resolution of the majority. 

SEC. 4. No member of Congress, or of the Legislature of this State, 
nor any person holding any office under the United States, (post-officers 
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excepted), nor any civil officers under this State (justices of the peace 
and notaries public excepted), shall be Councillors. And no Councillor 
shall be appointed to any office during the time for which he shall have 
been elected. 

ARTICLE V.-PAR'f THIRD. 

SECRETARY. 

SEC. 1. The Secretary of State shall be chosen annually at the first 
session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the senators and representa
tives in convention. 

SEc. 2. The records of the State shall be kept in the office of the 
Secretary, who may appoint his deputies, for whose conduct he shall be 
accountable. 

SEc. 3. He shall attend the Governor and Council, Senate and House 
of Representatives, in person or by his deputies, as they shall respectively 
require. 

SEC. 4. He shall carefully keep and preserve the records of all the 
official acts and proceedings of the Governor and Council, Senate and 
House of Representatives, and, when required, lay the same before 
either branch of the Legislature, and perform such other duties as are 
enjoined by this Constitution, or shall be required by law. 

ARTICLE V.-PART FOUR'l'H. 

TREASURER. 

SJIC. 1. The Treasurer shall be chosen allllllally, at the first session 
of the Legislature, by j oint ballot of the senators and representatives in 
convention, bnt shall not be eligible more than fi'l'e years successively. 

SEC. 2. The Treasurer shall, before entering on the duties of his 
office, give bond to the State, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the 
Legislature, for the faithful discharge of his trust. 

SEC, 3. The treasurer shall not, during his continuance in office, en
gage in any business of trade or commerce, or as a broker, nor as an 
agent or factor for any merchant or trader. 

SEC. 4. No money shall be drawn fr0111 the treasury, but by warrant 
from the Governor and Council, and in consequence of appropriations 
made by law; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and 
expenditures of all public money, shall be published at the commence
ment of the allillta! session of the Legislature. 

ARTICLE VI. 

J UDICIAI, POWER. 

SEC. 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in a Supreme 
Judicial Conrt, and such other courts as the Legislature shall from time 
to time establish. 

SEC. 2, The justices of the Supremc Judicial COll1't shall, at stated 
times receive a compensation, which shall not be diminished during thcir 
continuance in office, but they shall receive no other fee or reward, 

SEC. 3. They shall be obliged to give their opinion upon important 
Cjuestions of law, and upon solemn occasions, when required by the Gov
ernor, Council, Senate, or House of Representatives, (a) 

SEC, 4. All judicial officers HOW ill office 01' who may be hereafter 
appoillted shall, from alld after the first day of March ill the year eiglit-

(a) 58 Me, 572, 573, 574; 70 Me, 583, 608, 6ro, 61l, 612; 72 Me. 544, 
'560; 8I Me. 602; 85 Me. 545; 95 Me. 565, 572; !O3 Me. 5I4, 
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eell hltndred alld forty, hold their offices for the term of seven years 
from the time of their respective appointments, (unless sooner removed 
by impeachment or by address of both branches of the Legislature to the 
Executive) and no longer unless re-appointed thereto. (a) 

SEC. 5. Justices of the peace and notaries public, shall hold their 
offices during seven years, if they so long behave themselves well, at 
the expiration of which term, they may be re-appointed or others ap
pointed, as the public interest may require. (b) 

SEC. 6. The justices of the SUpreme Judicial Court shall hold no 
office under the United States, nor any State, nor any other office under 
this State, except that of justice of the peace. 

SEC. 7. Judges and registers of probate shaII be elected by the people 
of their respective counties, by a plurality of the votes given in at the 
allIll/al election, on the second Monday of September, and shaII hold 
their offices for four years, commencing on the first day of January next 
after their election. (c) Vacancies occurring in said offices by death, 
resignation or otherwise, shaII be filIed by election in manner aforesaid, 
at the September election next after their occurrence; and in the mean
time, the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council, may fiII 
said vacancies by appointment, and the persons so appointed shaII hold 
their offices until the first day of January thereafter. 

Suc. 8. Judges of lllunicipal and police courts shaII be appointed by 
the executive power, in the same manner as other judicial officers, and 
shall hold their offices for the term of four years; provided, however, 
that the present incllmbents shall hold their offices for the term for 
which they were elected. (d) 

ARTICLE VII. 

MILITARY. 

SUC. I. The captains and subalte1'l1s of the militia shaII be elected by 
the written yotes of the members of their respective companies. The 
field officers of regiments by the written votes of the captains and sub
alterns of their respective regiments. The brigadier generals in like 
manner, by the field officers of their respective brigades. 

SEC. 2. The Legislature shalI, by law, direct the manner of notifying 
the electors, conducting the elections, and making returns to the Gov
ernor of the officers elected; and, if the electors shall neglect or refuse 
to make such elections, after being duly notified according to law, the 
GO\'e1'l1or shaII appoint suitable persons to fiII such offices. 

SEC. 3. The major generals shall be elected by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, each having a negative on the other. The adjutant 
general and quartermaster general shall be chosell anllllally by joint 
ballot of the senators alld represelltatives in cOllvelltioll. But the adju
tant general shaII perform the duties of quartermaster general, until 
otherwise directed by law. The major generals and brigadier generals, 
and the commanding officers of regiments and battalions, shall appoint 
their respective staff officers; and alI military officers shaII be commis
sioned by the Governor. (e) 

SEC. 4. The militia, as divided into divisions, brigades, regiments, 
battalions and companies pursuant to the laws now in force, shall remain 
fO organized, until the same shall be altered by the Legislature. 

(a) 21 Me. 550; 62 ]'de. 597; 79 Me. 439. 
(b) 32 Me. 528; 62 j\k 596; 68 Me. 594; 79 Me. 439. 
(c) 44 Me. 388; 61 Me. 602; 64 j\k 596; 68 Me. 587; 79 Me. 439. 
(d) 62 Me. 299; 72 Me. 563; 79 Me. 439. 
(e) 44 Me. 388; 70 Me. 59T· 
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Sl\C. 5. Persons of the denominations of quakers and shakers, justices 
of the Supreme Judicial Court and ministers of the gospel may be ex
empted from military duty, but no other person of the age of eighteen 
and under the age of forty-five years, excepting officers of the militia 
who have been honorably discharged, shall be so exempted, unless he 
shall pay an equivalent to be fixed by law. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

LITERA'l'URl\. 

A general diffusion of the advantages of education being essential to 
the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people; to promote this 
important object, the ,Legislature are authorized, and it shall be their 
duty to require, the several towns to make suitable provision, at their 
own expense, for the support and maintenance of public schools; and it 
shall further be their duty to encourage and suitably endow, from time 
to time, as the circumstances of the people may authorize, all academies, 
colleges and seminaries of learning within the State; provided, that no 
donation, grant or endowment shall at any time be made by the Legis
lature to any literary institution now established, or which may here
after be established, unless, at the time of making such endowment, the 
Legislature of the State shall have the right to grant any further powers 
to alter, limit or restrain any of the powers yested in, any such literary 
institution, as shaH be judged necessary to promote the best interests 
thereof. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Gl\NERAL PROVISIONS. 

SEC. I. Every person elected or appointed to either of the places or 
offices provided in this Constitution, and every person elected, appointed, 
or commissioned to any judicial, executive, military or other office under 
this State, shall, before he enter on the discharge of the duties of his 
place or office, take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: "I 

do swear, that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States, and of this State, so long as I shall continue a citizen thereof. 
So help me God." 

"I ---- do swear, that I will faithfully discharge, to the best of 
my abilities, the duties incumbent on me as according to the 
Constitution and laws of the State. So help me Gocl." Provided, that 
an affirmation in the above forms may be substituted, when the person 
shall be conscientiously scrupulous of taking and subscribing an oath. 

The oaths or affirmations shall be taken and subscribed by the Gov
ernor and councillors before the presiding officer of the Senate, in the 
presence of both houses of the Legislature, and by the senators and rep
resentatives before the Governor and Council, and by the residue of said 
officers, before such persons as shall be prescribed by the Legislature; 
and whenever the Governor or any councillor shall not be able to attend 
during the session of the Legislature to take and subscribe said oaths or 
affirmations, said oaths or affirmations may be taken and subscribed in 
the recess of the Legislature before any justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court; providcd, that the sCllators alld reprcselltati7'es, first elected uJlder 
this COllstitutioll, shall take alld subscribe sllch oaths or a/firmatiolls 
before the presidellt of the cOllvent-ioll. 

SEC. 2. No person holding the office of justice of the Supreme Judi
cial Court, or of any inferior court, attorney general, county attorney, 
treasurer of the State, adjutant general, judge of probate, register of 

Persons 
exempt from 
military duty. 

Legislature 
shall require 
towns to sup
port public 
schools. 
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31 Me. 272. 
68 Me. 582. 
109 Me. 170. 
1872, c. 56. 

-shall endow 
colleges and 
ac!tdemles. 

-proviso. 

Oaths and 
subscriptions. 
3 Me. 372. 

-proviso. 

Before whom 
to be taken. 
70 Me. 590, 
592, 593. 

Offices incom
patible with 
each other. 
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(See Art. iii, § 
2. 
Art. iv, Part 3, 
§ 11. 
Art. v, Part 1, 
§ 5.) 

COlllluissions. 

Elections on 
the first Wed
nesday of J an
uary may be 
adjourned 
from day to 
day. 
(See Amend
ment xxii!.) 

Removal by 
impeachment 
01' address. 
60 Me. 66, 67. 
72 Me. 549. 
111 Me. 428. 

Tenure of 
office. 
21 Me. 555. 
72 Me. 549, 563. 

Valuation. 

'Taxation. 

Power of 
taxation. 

Sheriffs. how 
elected; 
tenure. 
107 Me. 345. 
(Resolve of 
Mal'. 17, 1855: 
Amendment 
ix.) 

Att·y gen'!. 
(Resolve of 
Mal'. 17, 1855. 
Amendment 
ix: See Amend
ment xxii!.) 

Citizens who 
may be al
lowed to yote 
for county 
officers. 
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probate, register of deeds, sheriffs or their deputies, clerks of the judi
cial courts, shall be a member of the Legislature; and any person hold
ing either of the foregoing offices, elected to, and accepting a seat in the 
Congress of the United States, shall thereby vacate said office; and no 
person shall be capable of holding or exercising at the same time within 
this State, more than one of the offices before mentioned. (a) 

SEC. 3. All commissions shall be in the name of the State, signed by 
the Gove1'l1or, attested by the secretary or his deputy, and haye the seal 
of the State thereto affixed. 

SEC. 4" And in case the elections required by this Constitution on the 
first vVednesday of January anJlually, by the two houses of the Legis
lature, shall not be completed on that day, the same may be adjourned 
from day to day, until completed, in the following order; the vacancies 
in the Senate shall first be filled; the Governor shall then be elected, if 
there be no choice by the people; and afterwards the two houses shall 
elect the council. 

SEc.,S1. Every person holding any civil office under this State, may be 
removed by impeachment, for misdemeanor in office; and every person 
holding any office, may be removed by the Governor, with the advice of 
the Council, on the address of both branches of the Legislature. But 
before such address shall pass either house, the causes of removal shall 
be stated and entered on the journal of the house in which it originated, 
and a copy thereof served Oll the person in office, that he may be admit
ted to a hearing in his defence. 

SEC. 6. The tenure of all offices, which are not or shall not be other
wise provided for, shall be during the pleasure of the Governor and 
Council. 

SEC. 7. vVhile the public expenses shall be assessed on polls and es
tates, a general valuation shall be taken at least once in ten years. (b) 

SEC. 8. All taxes lipan real alld perso/wl estate, assessed by authority 
of this State, shall be apportioned alld assessed eqllal/y, accordillg to the 
jllst value thereof. (c) 

SEC. 9. The Legislature shall never, in any manner, suspend or sur
render the power of taxation. (d) 

SEC. 10. Sheriffs shall be elected by the people of their respective 
counties, by a plurality of the votes given in on the second Monday of 
September, and shall hold their offices for two years from the first day 
of January next after their election. Vacancies shall be filled in the 
same manner as is provided in the case of judges and registers of 
probate .. 

SEC. II. The attorney general shall be chosen 1l1l/I1(al/y by joint ballot 
of the senators and representatives in the convention. Vacancy in said 
office, occurring when the Legislature is not ill session, may be filled 
by the appointment of the Governor with the advice and consent of the 
COllncil. (e) 

SEC. 12. But citizens of this State, absent therefrom in the military 
service of the United States or of this State, and not in the regular 
army of the United States, being otherwise qualified electors, shall be 

(a) 7 Me. 14; 64 Me. 195; 68 Me. 59-1; 7I Me. 209; 95 Me. 575; lO5 
Me. 103; I09 Me. 384. 

(b) 62 l\IIe. 73, 45I; 63 Me. 277, 285; R.f- Me. 2IS; 86 Me. 502. 

(c) Resolve of Feb. 24, I875, Al11'd't xvii; See Am'd't xxxYi; 62 
Me. 73, 45 I ; 63 Me. 277, 285; 67 Me. 136; 70 Me. 522, 607; 72 Me. 5I8, 
525; 73 Me. 526; 84 Me. 2I5; 86 Me. 498, 502; 88 Me. I80; 93 Me. 594; 
96 Me. 522; 97 Me. 597; I02 Me. 528; 109 Me. 169. 

(d) Am'd't xvii; 62 Me. 62, 451; 84 Me. 2I5. 
(e) 70 Me. 591. 
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allowed to vote for judges and registers of probate, sheriffs, and all 
other county officers 0/1 tIle Tuesday next after the first 111 all day in 
November, in the year aile tholtsalld eigM hltlldred alld si.1:ty-four, alld 
their votes shall be coltllted alld allowed il! the same manlier alld with 
the sallie effect as if gf.ven on the secolld M all day of September in that 
year. Alld they shall be allowed 10 vote for all SHch officers on the 
second Monday in September allll1laily thereafter forever. And the 
votes shall be given at the same time and in the same manner, and the 
names of the several candidales shall be printed or written on the same 
ballots with those for Governor, senators and representatives, as pro
vided in section four, article second of this Constitution. 

S~c. 13. The Legislature may enact laws excluding from the right of 
suffrage, for a term not exceeding ten years, all persons convicted of 
bribery at any election, or of voting at any election, under the influence 
of a bribe. 

S~c. q. The credit of the State shall not be directly or indirectly 
loaned in any case. The Legislature shall not create any debt or debts, 
liability or liabilities, on behalf of the State, which shall singly or in the 
aggregate, with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any 
one time, exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except to suppress 
insurrection, to repel invasion, or for purposes of war; but this amend· 
ment shall not be construed to refer to any money that has been, or 
may be deposited with this State by the government of the United States, 
or to any fund which the State shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe. 

S~c. IS. The Stale is authorized to isslle bOllds payabh! wilhin twen
tY-aile years, at a rate of illterest 1I0t exceeding si.1: per ceJlt. a year, 
payable sellli-allilually, which bOllds or their proceeds shall be de'voted 
solely towards the reilllbursemeJlt of the expellditures iJlC/lrred by the 
cities, tOWIlS and plaJltatiolls of the State for war pur/Joses durillg the 
rcbellioJl, upon the followillg basis,' Each city, tOWJl alld plantation shall 
recei'l'e frolll the State oJle hundred dollars for ever}' 11/(/11 funzished for 
the mililary service of the United Stales '/tIlder alld afler the call of 
.Tilly secolld, eighteen hUlldred alld si.t·ty-two, alld accepted by Ihe Ulliled 
Slates towards its quota for the term of three }'cars, alld in the saJlle 
proportioll for every JIIall so fUl'llished alld accepted for allY shorter 
period;. alld Ihe same shall be ill full paYl/lellt for allY claim UPOIl the 
State all accoltllt of its war debts by allY sllch 1IIullicipality. A com
lIIissioll appoillted by the Goverl/or alld COlt/lci! shall deterlllille the 
aillollllt to which each city, tOWII alld plalltatioll is ellNtled; to be de
'i'oted to sitch reilllbursell/ellt, the surplus, if any, 10 be appropriated to 
Ihe soldiers who eillisled or were drafted alld wellt at all}' lillie dllring 
Ihe war, or if deceased, 10 Iheir legal represelltali'i'es. The issue of 
bOJlds hercby 1I1llhori:::ed shall 1101 exceed in Ihe aggregale three millioll 
ji,'e hllildred Ihousalld dollars, alld Ihis allleJldlllellt shall not be COII
strlled 10 perlllit the ·credit of Ihe State to be dircclly or iJldirecll}, 
loalled ill allY olher case or for allY olher purpose. 

S~c. 16. The Legislature may by law authorize the dividing of towns 
having llot less than four thousand inhabitants, or having voters resid
ing on any island within the limits thereof, into voting districts for the 
election of representatives [0 the Legi.slature, and prescribe the manner 
ill which the votes shall be received, counted, and the result of the 
election declared. 

[Section seventeen, ar-: to honll i8'~nle for state lJighways added hy 
Amendment XXXV.] , 
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(Resolvs of 
Mar. 24, 1864: 
Amendment 
x.) 

(See Amend
ment xxiii.) 

Bribery at 
elections. 
(Resolve of 
Feb. 24, 1875: 
Amendment 
xx.) 
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be loaned. 
-state debt 
limited. 
53 Me. 587. 
See Amend
nlent xxxv. 
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.Tuly 26, 1847: 
Amendment 
vL) 
-exceptions. 
81 Me. 603. 
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(Resolve of 

·Mal'. 7, 1868: 
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xL) 
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53 Me. 587. 

60 Me. 158. 
69 Me. 595. 
81 Me, 604. 
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Mm'. 15, 18G9: 
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Laws now in 
force con
tinue until 
repealed. 
92 Me. 244. 

Constitution, 
how amended. 
(See art. 4, 
part 3, § 15.) 

(See Amend
ments xxiii, 
xxxii, xxxvii.) 

Constitution to 
bo arranged 
by chief justice 
of S. J. C. 
(Resolve of 
Feb. 24, 1875: 
Amendment 
xxL) 

-constitution 
to be enroll cd 
and printed 
with laws. 

-supreme law 
of the state. 

§§ 1, 2. 5. of 
art. x. not to 
be printed. 
§ 5 in full 
force. 
(Resolve of 
Feb. 24, 1875: 
Amendment 
xx!.) 
84 Me. 5. 
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ARTICLE X. 

SCHEDULE. 

SEC. I. All laws now in force in this State, and not repugnant to 
this Constitution, shall remain, and be in force, until altered 01' repealed 
by the Legislature, or shall expire by their own limitation. 

SEC. 2. The Legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall 
deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this Constitution; and 
when any amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall be 
passed and sent to the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors 
of the several plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective towns and plantations, in the, manner 

. prescribed by law, at their He.t't annual meetings in the month of Sep
tember, to give in their votes on the question, whether such amendments 
shall be made; and if it shall appear that a maj ority of the inhabitants 
voting on the question are in favor of such amendment, it shall become 
a part of this Constitution. 

SEC. 3. After the amend1l1ents proposed herewith sltall Itave been 
submitted to popular vote, the chief justice of the Supreme Judicial 
COllrt sltall arrange the Constitution, as amended, under appropriate 
titles, and in proper articles, parts alld sections, omitting all sectiolls, 
clauses allli words 1I0t in force, and 1lIaliing no otlter changes ill tlte 
provisions or lallguage thereof, and shall submit tlte same to the Legis
latllre at its next session. And the draft, and arrangement, when ap
proved by the "Legislature, shall be enrolled on parchment and deposited 
in the office of the Secretary of State; and printed copies thereof shall 
be prefixed to the books containing the laws of the State. And the 
Constitution, with the amendments made thereto, in accordance with the 
provisions thereof, shall be the supreme law of the State. 

SEC. 4. Sections one, two and five, of article ten of the existing Con
stitution, shall hereafter be omitted in any printed copies thereof pre
fixed to the laws of the State; but this shall not impair the validity of 
acts under those sections; and section five shall remain in full force, as 
part of the Constitution, according to the stipulations of said section, 
with the same effect as if contained in said printed copies. (a) 

(a) The omitted sections may be found in the text of the Constitution 
prefixed to the official publication of the laws passed by the first legis
lature of the State, which convened May 31, 1820, pag-es XXIV-XXVII, 
and pages XXYIII-XXXI; also in the text of the Cons titution prefixed 
to the publication of the Laws of Maine. autborized by Resolve of 
March 8, 1821, Volume 1, pages 41-GO. 
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AMENDMENTS 
To the Amellded COllstitlltion of Maine, adopted in pursuallce of the 

second sectioll of the tellfh article of the Amellded COllstitlttiolt. 

ARTICLE XXII. 

LnlIl'ATION OF MUNICIPAL INDEB1"EDNESS. 

N a city or tOWII shall hereafter create any debt or liability, which 
singly, or ilt the aggregate with previous debts or liabilities, shall exceed 
five per centum of the last regular valltation of said city or town; pro
vided, however, that the adoption of this article shall not be cOJlstJ'1ted as 
applying to any fllnd received in trust by said city or taWil, nor to allY 
loan for the pllrpose of rellewillg existillg loans or for war, or to tempo
rary loalls to be paid Ollt of money raised by taxa tio II, during the year 
in which they are made. (a) 

[The twenty-second amendment to the (amended) Constitution ot 
Maine was proposed to the people by a Resolve of the fifty-sixth Legis
lature paRsed February 9, 1877, and having been adopted by the people 
at the ensuing annual election, September 10, 1877, took effect as a part 
of the constitution Jannary 2, 1878, according to the provisions of the 
Resolve and the proclamation of Governor Connor issued December 
20, 1877.] 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

13IE;\,NL\L ELECTIONS AND BIENNIAL SESSIONS. 

Municipal 
indebtedlless 
limited. 
See Art. i, 
§§ 1, 21. 
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The governor, senators and representatives in the legislature, sha1l Biennial 
be elected biennia1ly, and hold office two years from the first Wednesday :~~~~~';,~~ and 
in January next sllcceeding their election; and the legislature, at the first 
session next after the adoption of this article, shall make all needful 
provisions by law concerning the tenure of office ",f all county officers, 
and concerning the annual or biennial reports of the state treasurer and 
other state officers and institutions; and shall make all such provisions 
by law as may be required in consequence of the change from annual to 
biennial elections, and from annual to biennial sessions of the legislature. 

-suitable 
provision to 
be made for 
tenure of 
Offices) &c. 
(See Art. iv, 
Part 1, § 2; 
part 2, §§ 1, 5.) 

The first election IIllder this Article shall be in the }'ear aile thollsalld -elections to 
eight hundred alld eight)'; and the first meeting of the legislature ttllder be held eaC!l 
this article shall be all tile first HI edJlcsda}1 of Jallltary} eighteen huudred even year. 

alld eighty-ollc. 
Section four, article two; section five, part one, article four; section 

four, part two, article four; section one, part three, article four; section 
thirteen, part one, article five; section two, part two, article five; sec
tion one, part three, article five; section one, part foul', article five; sec
tion four, part four, article five; section three, article seven; section 
four, article nine, and section eleven, article nine, are amended, by sub-
stituting the word 'biennial' for the word "annual" wherever it occurs. 

Section two, part one, article five, is amended, by striking out all after 
the word "office" and substituting therefor the fo1lowing words: 'for 
two years from the first 'Wednesday of January next following the elec
tion.' Section seven, article six, and section two, article ten, are hel'eby 
amended by striking out the word "annual" and insert in place thereof 
the word 'biennial.' 

[The twenty-third amendment was proposed to the pllople by a Resolve 
of the fifty-eighth Legislature passed March 'I, 1879, and having been 
adopted September 8, was declared to have become a part of the Consti
tution by a Resolve of March 18, 1880.] 

(a) See Amendment xxxiv; Ss Me. SIS; 91 Me. 367; 92 Me. 292; 
9S Me. 242; 96 Me. 239, 2S4; 99 Me. SIS; 100 Me. 30; lOS Me. SI7; IIO 
Me. 2SS. 

-'biennial' 
substituted 
for 'annual' in 
twelve places. 

§ 2, part 1, 
art. 5, of con
stitution, 
amended. 
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Governor to 
be elected by 
plurality. 
(See Art. v, 
part 1, § 3.) 

Ameuil1nent 
to § 2, art. 4, 
part 1, of 
amended 
constitution. 
(See Art. i v. 
part 1, §§ 2, 5; 
part 2, §§ J, 5; 
part 3, § 1.) 
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and represent
atives. 

-legislalUl'e 
to ascertain 
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inhabitants 
once eyery 
five 01' ten 
years. 

-apportion
nlent of repre
sentatives. 

Manufacture 
and Bale of 
Intoxicating 
Iiquol'fl pro
hibited. 

-exception. 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 

ELliC1'ION of GOVERNOR BY PLURALI'fY VOTE. 

The constitution of this State shall be amended, in the third section of 
the first part of article five, by striking out the word "majority," wher
ever it occurs therein, and inserting in the place thereof the word 
'plurality.' 

[The twenty-fourth amendment was proposed to the people by a 
Resolve of the fifty-ninth Legislature passed January 27, 1880, and 
having been adopted September 13, was proclaimed by Governor Davis 
to be a part of the Constitution, Nov. 9, 1880.] 

ARTICLE XXV. 

DIItNNIAL LEGISLA'l'IVE TER,rs. 

Section two, article four, part first, of the constitution of this state, as 
amended under the "resolutiol;S concerning an amendment of the con
stitution of Maine," approved the fourth day of March, in the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, shall be further amended by striking 
out the words "first 'IV ednesday in January next succeeding their elec
tion," and inserting in place thereof the words 'day next preceding the 
biennial meeting of the legislature, and the amendment herein proposed, 
if adopted, shall determine the term of office of senators and repre
sentatives to be elected at the annual meeting in September, in the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty, as well as the term of senators and repre
sentatives thereafter to be elected,' so that said section, as amended, 
shall read as follows: 

'SEc. 2. The house of representatives shall consist of one hundred 
and fifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified electors, and hold 
their office two years from the day next preceding the biennial meeting 
of the legislature, alld the amelldmellt herein proposed, if adopted, shall 
determille the terlll of office of sella tors alld represelltatives to be elected 
at the ailimal 11leetillg ill Septe11lber, ill the year eighteen hUlldred alld 
eighty, as well as thc term of se1lators alld represelltatives thereafter to 
be elected. The legislature, which shall first be collvelled 1I11d er this 
collstilutioll, shall 011 or before the fifteCllth day of August in the year 
of 0111' Lord olle thol/salld eight huudred alld twellty-olle, alld the legis
lature, within every subsequellt period of at most ten years, and at least 
five, cause the number of the inhabitants of the state to be ascertained, 
exclusive of foreigners not naturalized and Indians not taxed. The 
number of representatives shall, at the several periods of making such 
enumeration, be fixed and apportioned among the several counties, as 
near as may be, according to the number of inhabitants, having regard 
to the relative increase of population. The Humber of represelltatives 
shall, Oil said first apporiiolllllellt, be 1I0t less than olle hUlldred alld 1I0t 
more thall olle hUlldred alld fifty.' 

[The twenty-fifth amendment was proposed to the people by a Resolve 
of the fifty"ninth Legislature passed March 18, 1880, and was adopted 
Septeillber 13, as appears frOlll the transactions of the governor and 
council, preserved in the office of the ~eC'retary of state, ,,,herein it Is 
recorded that the report of the committee on elections to that effect 
,vas accepted by the council and approved hy the g'overnol', October 20, 
1880. The anlelldlnent was never proclailnec1 by the governor nor 
declared by the Legislature, and it is not known that any public evidance 
of its adoption is in existence.] 

ARTICLE XXVI. 

P](QHW!'l'ION of THE MANUFACTURE AND SALB OF INTOXICA'l'ING LIQUORS. 

The manufacture of intoxicating liquors, not including cider, and the 
sale and keeping for sale of intoxicating liquors, are and shall be for
ever prohibited. Except, however, that the sale and keeping for sale of 
sllch liquors for medicinal and mechanical purposes and the arts, and the 
sale and keeping for sale of cider may be permitted under such regn-
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lations as the Legislature may provide. The Legislature shall enact laws 
with suitable penalties for the suppression of the manufacture, sale and 
keeping for sale of 'intoxicating liquors, with the exceptions herein 

specified. 
[The twenty-sixth amendment was proposed to the people hy a resolve 

of the sixty-first legislature approved February 21, 1883, and having heen 
adopted Septemher 8, 1884, was proclaimed by Governor Robie to be a 
part of the Constitution, December 3, 1884, and took effect on the first 
Wednesday of January, 1885.] 

ARTICLE XXVII. 

ELIGlllILI'l'Y of THE TREASURER of S'l'ATE. 

The treasurer shall be chosen biennially, at the first session of the 
legislature, by joint ballot of the Senators and Representatives in con
vention, but shall not be eligible more than six years successively. 

[The twcnty-seventh amendment was proposed to the people by a 
resolve of the sixty-third legislature, approved March 10, 1887, and 
having been adopted September 10, 1888, was proclaimed by Governor 
Marble to be a part of the Constitution, December H, 1888, and took 
effect on the first ,Yedl1esday of January, 1889.] 

ARTICLE XXVIII. 

ApPOIN'l'lIIEN'l' of ADJUTANT GENERAL. 

The major generals shall be elected by the senate and house of repre
sentatives each having a negative on the other. The adjutant general 
and quarter-master general shall be appointed by the governor. But the 
adjutant general shall perform the duties of quarter-master general until 
otherwise directed by law. The major generals and brigadier generals 
and the commanding officers of regiments and battalions, shall appoint 
their respective staff officers; and all military officers shall be commis
sioned by the governor. 

[The twenty-eighth amendment was proposed to the people by a 
resolve of the sixty-fourth legislature, approved March 31, 1891, and 
having been adopted September 12, 1892, was proclaimed by Governor 
Burleigh to be a part of the Constitution, December 13, 1892, and took 
effect on the first Wednesday of January, 1893.] 

ARTICLE XXIX. 

EDUCATW)[AL QUALIFICATION of VOTERS. 

No person shall ha\'e the right to vote or be eligible to office under the 
constitution of this state, who shall not be able to read the constitution 

-legislature 
shall enact 
laws to carry 
this article 
Into effect. 
82 Me. 213. 
99 Me. 515. 
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'!'l'eaSUl'el' not 
eligible for 
more than six 
years. 
(See Art. v, 
Part 4, § 1.) 

:Majol' generals, 
how elected. 

Adjutant gen
eral and quar
termaster gen
eral appointed 
by governor. 
(See Art. YIi, 
§ 3.) 

Elector must 
be able to read 
constitution In 
English and 
write his in the English language and write his name; provided, however, that the 

provisions of this amendment shall not apply to any person prevented by name, 
a physical disability fr011l complying with its requisitions, nor to any 
person who now has the right to vote, nor to any person who shall be -exceptions, 
sixty years of age or upwards at the time this amendment shall take (See Art. ii, 
effect. § 1.) 

[The twenty-ninth (tmentlment was proposed to the peovle hy a 
r'lsolve of the sixty-fnurth legislature, approved April 2, 1891, and having 
been adopted September 12, 1892, was proclaimed by Governor Burleigh 
to be a part of the Constitution, December 13, 1892, and took effect on 
the first Wednesday of January, 1893.] 

AkTICLE XXX. 

VACANCIES IN 'fHE SENA'l'E, 

Section five, in article four, part two, is hereby amended by striking 
out the words "and in this manner all vacancies in the senate shall be 
supplied as soon as may be after such vacancies happen," and substi
tuting therefor the following: 

Amendment to 
Art. lv, Part 2, 
§ 13. 
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'But all vacancies in the senate, arising from death, resignation, re
moval from the State, or like causes, shall be filled by an immediate 
election in the unrepresented district. The governor shall issue his 
proclamation therefor and therein fix the time of such election.' 

[The thirtieth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of 
the sixty-eighth legislature, approved March 27, 1897, and having been 
adopted September 12, 1898, was proclaimed by Governor Powers to be 
a part of the constitution, October 25, 1898, and took effect on the 
first vVednesday of January, 1899.] 

ARTICLE XXXI. 

THIl DIREe'!' TNJ'l'IAl'I\'E OF LEGISLAl'ION AND QPTIO)lAL REFERENDUM. 

Part first of article four is hereby amended as follows, namely: 
By striking out all of section one after the word "Maine" in the third 

line thereof, and inserting in lieu thereof the following words, 'but the 
people reserve to themselves power to propose laws and to enact or 
rej ect the same at the polls independent of the legislature, and also 
reserve power at their own option to approve or rej ect at the polls any 
act, bill, resolve or resolution passed by the joint action of both branches 
of the legislature, and the style of their laws and acts shall be 'Be it 
enacted by the people of the state of Maine,' so that said section as 
amended, shall read as follows, namely: 

'The legislative power shall be vested in two distinct branches, a house 
of representatives and a senate, each to have a negative on the other, 
and both to be styled the legislature of Maine, but the people reserve to 
themselves power to propose laws and to enact or reject the same at the 
polls independent of the legislature, and also reserve power at their own 
option to approve or reject at the polls any act, bill, resolve or resolution 
passed by the joint action of both branches of the legislature, and the 
style of their laws and acts shall be, 'Be it enacted by the people of the 
state of Maine.' 

.Part third of article four is hereby amended as follows, namely: 
By inserting in section one, after the words "biennially and" in the 

second line thereof, the words 'with the exceptions hereinafter stated,' 
so that said section shall read as amended: 

'The legislature shall convene on the first \Vednesday of January, 
biennially, and, with the exceptions hereinafter stated, shall have full 
power to make and establish all reasonable laws and regulations for the 
defense and benefit of the people of this state, not repugnant to this 
constitution nor to that of the United States.' 

Part third of article four is further amended by adding to said article 
the following sections to be numbered from sixteen to twenty-two in
clusive, namely: 

SEC. 16. No act or joint resolution of the legislature, except such 
orders or resolutions as pertain solely to facilitating the performance of 
the business of the legislature, of either branch, or of any committee or 
officer thereof, or appropriate money therefor or for the payment of 
salaries fixed by law, shall take effect until ninety days after the recess 
of the legislature passing it, unless in case of emergency, (which with 
the facts constituting the emergency shall be expressed in the preamble 
of the act), the legislature shall, by a vote of two-thirds of all the mem
bers elected to .each house, otherwise direct. An emergency bill shall 
include only such measures as are immediately necessary for the pres
ervation of the public peace, health or safety; and shall not include (I) 
an infringement of the right of home rule for municipalities, (2) a 
franchise or a license to a corporation or an individual to extend longer 
than one year, or (3) provision for the sale or purchase or renting for 
more than five years of real estate. 
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SI(C. 17. Upon written petition of not less than ten thousand ·electors, 
addressed to the governor and filed in the office of the secretary of state 
within ninety days after the recess of the legislature, requesting that one 
or more acts, bills, resolves or resolutions, or part or parts thereof 
passed by the legislature, but not then in effect by reason of the pro
visions of the preceding section, be referred to the people, such acts, 
bills, resolves, or resolutions or part or parts thereof as are specified in 
such petition shall not take effect until thirty days after the governor 
shall have announced by public proclamation that the same have been 
ratified by a majority of the ·electors voting thereon at a general or 
special election. As soon as it appears that the effect of any act, bill, 
resolve, or resolution or part or parts thereof has been suspended by 
petition in manner aforesaid, the governor by public proclamation shall 
give notice thereof and of the time when such measure is to be voted on 
by the people, which shall be at the next general election not less than 
sixty days after such proclamation, or in case of no general election 
within six months thereafter the governor may, and if so requested in 
said written petition therefor, shall order such measure submitted to the 
people at a special election not less than four nor more than six months 
after his proclamation thereof. 

SI(c. 18. The electors may propose to the legislature for its cons.id
eration any bill, resolve or resolution, including bills to amend or repeal 
emergency legislation bnt not an amendment of the state constitution, 
by written petition addressed to the legislature or to either branch there
cf and filed in the office of the secretary of state or presented to either 
branch of the legislature at least thirty days before the close of its ses
sion. Any measure thus proposed by not less than twelve thousand 
electors, unless enacted without change by the legislature at the session 
at which it is presented, shall be submitted to the electors togetQ.er with 
any amended form, substitute, or recommendation of the legislature, and 
in sl1ch manner that the people can choose between the competing meas
ures or rej ect both. \Vhen there are competing bills and neither re
ceives a maj ority of the votes given for or against both, the one receiv
ing the most votes shall at the next general election to be held not less 
than sixty days after the first vote thereon be submitted by itself if it 
receives more than one-third of the votes given for and against both. 
If the measure initiated is enacted by the legislature without change, it 
shall not go to a referendum vote unless in pursuance of a demand made 
in accordance with the preceding section. The legislature may order a 
special election on any measure that is subj ect to a vote of the people. 
The governor may, and if so requested in tlae written petitions addressed 
to the legislature, shall, by proclamation, order any measure proposed to 
the legislature by at least twelve thousand electors as herein provi'ded, 
and not enacted by the legislature without change, referred to the people 
at a special election to be held not less than four or more than six 
months after such proclamation, otherwise said measure shall be voted 
upon at the next general election held not less than sixty days after the 
recess of the legislature, to which such measure was proposed. 

SI(c. 19. Any measure referred to the people and approved by a ma
j ority of the votes given thereon shall, unless a later date is specified in 
said measure, take effect and become a law in thirty days after the gov
ernor has made public proclamation of the result of the vote on said 
measure, which he shall do within ten days after the vote thereon has 
been canvassed and determined. The veto power of the governor shall 
not extend to any measure approved by vote of the people, and any 
measure initiated by the people and passed by the legislature without 
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change, if vetoed by the governor and if his veto is sustained by the 
legislature shaH be referred to the people to be voted on at the next 
general election. The legislature may enact measures expressly con
ditioned upon the people's ratification by a referendum yote. 

SEC. 20. As used in either of the three preceding sections the words 
'electors' and 'people' mean the electors of the state qualified to vote for 
governor; 'recess of the legislature' means the adj OU1'11ment without day 
of a session of the legislature; 'general election' means the November 
election for choice of presidential electors or the September election for 
choice of governor and other state and county officers; 'measure' means 
an act, bill, resolve or resolution proposed by the people, 01' two or more 
such, or part or parts of such, as the case may be; 'written petition' 
means one or more petitions written or printed, or partly written and 
partly printed, with the original signatures of the petitioners attached, 
verified as to the authenticity of the signatures by the oath of one of the 
petitioners certified thereon, and accompanie4 by the certificate of the 
clerk of the city, town or plantation in which the petitioners reside that 
their names appear on the voting list of his city, town or plantation as 
qualified to vote for governor. The petitions shaH set forth the full text 
of the measure requested or proposed. The full text of a measure sub
mitted to a vote of the people under the provisions of the constitution 
need not be printed on the official ballots, but, until otherwise provided 
by the legislature, tbe secretary of state shall prepare the ballots in sucb 
form as to present tbe question or questions concisely and intelligibly. 

SEC. 21.· The city council of any city may establish the initiative and 
referendum for the electors of such city in regard to its municipal af-' 
fairs, provided that the ordinance establishing and providing the method 
of exercising such initiative and referendum shall not take effect until 
ratified by vote of a maj ority of the electors of said city, voting thereon 
at a municipal election. Provided, however, that the legislature may at 
any time provide a uniform method for the exercise of the initiative 
and referendum in municipal affairs. 

SEC. 22. Until the legislature shall enact further regulations not in
consistent with the constitution for applying the people's veto and direct 
initiative, the election officers and other officials shall be governed by the 
provisions of this constitution and of the general law, supplemented by 
such reasonable action as may be necessary to render the preceding sec
tions self executing. 

[The thirty-first amendment was lJrolJosed to the l,eople by a resolve 
of the seventy-third legislature, approved March 20, 1907, and having 
been adopted ISeptember 14, 1908, was proclaimed by Governor Cobb to 
be a part of the constitution October 30, 1908, and tool, effect on the 
first ,Verlnesday of January, 1909.] 

ARTICLE XXXII. 

ADOP1'ION of AMENDMEN'tS. 

Section two in article ten as amended by the resolve 0 f the fifty-eighth 
legislature passed March fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and 
adopted September eighth, eighteen bundred and seventy-nine, is hereby 
further amended by striking out the words: "in the manner prescribed 
by law, at their next biennial meetings in the month of September," and 
inserting in place tbereof the words: 'to meet in the manner prescribed 
hy law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants for 
tbe election of senators and representatives on the second Monday in 
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September following the passage of said resolve;' so that said section 
as amended, shall read as follows: 

'SEC. 2. The legislature, whenever two-thirds of both hOllses shall 
deem it necessary, may propose amendmellts to this constitution; and, 
when any amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall be 
passed and sent to the selectmen of the several towlIS, and the assessors 
of the several plallfations, empowering and directing them to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective towns and plantations, to meet in tlte 
11/a/1I1er prescribed by law for calling alld holding bienllial meetings of 
said inhabitants for the election of senators alld representatives, all the 
second M ouday in September following the passage of said resolve, to 
give in their voles 01/ the question, whether sllch amendments shall be 
made; and if it shall appear that a majorit3' of the inhabitants voting 
all the question are in favor of sitch amendmellt, it shall become a part 
of th is collstitlltioll.' 

['l'he thirty-second amendment was proposed to the people by a 
resolve of the seventy-third legislature, approved March 28, 1907, and 
having been adopted Septembe!' 14, 1908, was proclaimed by Governor 
Cobb to be a part of the constitution October 30, 1908, and tool, effect 
on the first Wednesday of January, 1909.] 

ARTICLE XXXIII. 

SEAT 01" GOVERNMEN'l'. 

Augusta is hereby declared to be the seat of government of this State. 

ARTI'CLE XXXIV. 

LllIlI'l'A'l'ION 011 MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS. 

Amendments 
to consti
tution. 
See Amend
ment xxxvii. 

Seat of 
government. 

Article twenty-two of said constitution, limiting municipal inclebtea- Article 
ness, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "town" in the first xxII 
line thereof, the following words, 'having less than forty thousand in- amended. 
habitants, according to the last census taken by the United States,' and 
by inserting after the word "however" in the fourth line, the following 
,,,ords, 'that cities having a population of forty thousand or Illore, ac-
cording to the last census taken by the United States may create a debt 
or liability which single or in the aggregate with previous debt or lia-
bility, shall equal seven and one-half per centulll of the last regular 
valuation of said city, that cities of forty thousand inhabitants or over, 
may, by a maj ority vote of their city government, increase the present 
rate of five per centulll by one-fourth of one per centum in anyone 
municipal year until in not less than ten years, the maximum rate of 
seven and one-hal f per cent is reached, that any city failing to take the 
increase in anyone municipal year then the increase for that year is lost 
and no increase can be made until the next year as provided above, and 
provided further,' so that said article as amended, shall read as follows: 

'N 0 city or town having less than forty thousand inhabitants, accord- Municipal 
ing to the last census taken by the United States, shall hereafter create lr!rt:3~ness 
any debt or liability, which singk or in the aggregate, with previous 
debts or liabilities shall exceed five per centum of the last regular valu-
ation of said city or town: provided, however, that cities havil~g a pop-
ulation of forty thousand or more, according to the last census taken by 
the United States, lllay create a debt or liability which single or in the 
aggregate, with previous debts or liabilities, shall equal seven and one-
half per cent of the last regular valuation of said city, that cities of 
forty thousand inhabitants, or over, may, by a majority vote of their 
city government, increase the present rate of five per centum by one-
fourth of one per cent in anyone municipal year, until, in not less than 
ten years, the maximum rate of seven and one-half per cent is reached, 
that any city failing to take the increase in anyone municipal year then 
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the increase for that year is lost and no increase can be made until the 
next year as provided above, and provided further, that the adoption of 
this article shall not be construed as applying to any fund received in 
trust by said city or town, nor to any loan for the purpose of renewing 
existing loans, or for war or to temporary loans to be paid out of the 
money raised by taxes during the year in which they were made.' 

[The thirty-third and thirty-fourth amendments were proposed to the 
people by resolves of the seventy-fifth legislature, approved lI1:arch 31, 
1911, and by a resolve of the seventy-sixth leg'islature, approved January 
23, 1913, were declared to have been adopted September 11, 1911, and 
by said declaration became a part of the constitution.] 

ARTICLE XXXV. 

BOND ISSUE FOR S'l'ATE HIGHWAYS. 

Article nine of the constitution is hereby amended by adding the fol-
10\\ ing section: 

SEC. 17. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not ex
ceeding two million dollars in amount at anyone time, payable within 
forty-one years, at a rate of interest not exceeding four per centum per 
annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be 
devoted solely to the building and maintaining of state highways; pro
vided, however, that bonds issued and outstanding under the authority of 
this section shall never, in the aggregate, exceed two million dollars; the 
expenditure of said money to be divided equitably among the several 
counties of the state. 

Section fourteen of said article is am~nded by adding after the word 
"except," in the fifth line thereof, the following words: 'For the pur
poses of building and maintaining of state highways,' so that said sec
tion fourteen, as amended, shall read as follows: 

'SEC. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly 
loaned in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, 
liability or liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the 
aggregate, with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any 
one time, exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except for the pur
poses of building and maintaining of state highways, to suppress insur
rection, to repel in.vasion, or for pluposes of war; but this amendment 
shall not be construed to refer to any money that has been, or may be 
deposited with this state by the government of the United States, or to 
any fund which the state shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.' 

[The thirty-fifth amendment was proposed to the people by a 
resolve of the seventy-fifth legislature, approved ,March 25, 1912, and 
by a resolve of the seventy-sixth legislature, approved January 23, 1913, 
was declared to have been adopted September 9, 1912, and by said 
declaration became a part of the constitution.] 

ARTICLE XXXVI. 
CI,ASSlFlCA'l'ION of PROPER'l'Y FOR PURPOSES OF TAXATION. 

Section eight of article nine of the constitution is hereby amended by 
adding to said section the following words: 'But the legislature shall 
have power to levy a tax upon intangible personal property at such rate 
as it deems wise and equitable without regard to the rate applied to 
other classes of property,' so that said section as amended shall read as 
follows: 

'SEC. 8. All taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed by authority 
of this state, shall be apportioned and assessed equally, according to the 
just value thereof; but the legislature shall have power to levy a tax 
upon intangible personal property at such rate as it deems wise and 
equitable without regard to the rate applied to other classes of property.' 

[The thirty-sixth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve 
of the seventy-sixth legislature approved April 4, 1913, and by a resolve 
of the seventy-seventh legislature approved March 31, 1916 was declared 
to have been adopted September 8, 1913, and by such declaration became 
a part of the constitution.] 
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ARTICLE XXXVII. 

ADOPTION oIl AMENDMEN'l'S. 

Section two in article ten as amended by the resolve of the fifty
eighth legislature passed March fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy
nine, and adopted September eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, 
as amended by the resolve of the seventy-third legislature passed March 
twenty-eighth, nineteen hundred and seven, and adopted September 
fourteenth, nineteen hundred and eight, is hereby further amended by 
inserting after the word "plantations" in the seventh line of said section 
two the following words: 'in the manner prescribed by law at the next 
biennial meetings in the month of September or,' so that said section as 
amended shall read as follows: 

'SIle. 2. The legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall 
deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this constitution; and, 
when any amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall be 
passed and sent to the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors 
of the several plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective towns and plantations in the manner pre
scribed by law at the next biennial meetings in the month of September 
or to meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding bien
nial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of senators and repre
sentatives, on the second Monday in September following the passage of 
said resolve, to give in their votes on the question, whether such amend
ments shall be made; and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhab
itants voting on the question are in favor of such amendment, it shall 
become a part of this constitution.' 

[The thirty-seventh amendment was proposed to the people by a 
resolve of the seventy-sixth legislature approved April 12, 1913, and by 
a resolve of the seventy-seventh legislature approved March 31, 1915 
was declared to have been adopted September 8, 1913, and by such decla
ration became a part of the constitution.] 

Article x, 
section 2, 
as amended, 
further 
amended. 

Amendments 
to consti
tution. 

(See amend
ment xxxii.) 
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