
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



REPORT 

OF 

THE COMMISSIONER 
ON THE 

REVISION AND CONSOLIDATION 

OF THE 

PUBLIC LAWS 
OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

UNDER 

Resolve of April 4, 1913 

LEvVISTON 
JOURNAL PRINTS HOP 

1914 



THE STATE PRISON. 

TITLE Tv VEL VE, 
Public Institutions for the Punishment and Refol'111 of Criminals and 

the Care of the Insane and Feeble Minded. 

CHAP. 142. The state prison. 
143., vVorkhouses. I-louses of correction. 
144. State juvenile institutions. 
145. Institutions for the insane and feeble minded. 
146. State board of charities and corrections. 

CHAPTER 142. 

'l'HE STATE PRISON. 

SEC. I. The state prison at Thomaston, in the' county of Knox, shall 
continue to 'be maintained as the prison and penitentiary of the slate, in 
which convicts, lawfully committed thereto, shall be confined, employed 
and governed as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 2. Punishment in the state prison by imprisonment shall be by 
confinement to hard labor, and not by solitary imprisonment, except as " 
prison discipline for the government of the convicts, as hereinafter men­
tioned. (a) 

SEC. 3. Convicts, sentenced to hard labor in the state prison, for life 
or 'for any term not less than one year, by any court of the United States 
held within the state, shall be received into the prison by the warden 
thereof, when delivered by the authority of the United States, and there 
kept,in pursuance of their sentences. 

SEC. 4. The supervision of the state prison is vested in the governor 
and council, but its government and direction are in a board of three 
prison and j ail inspectors, one warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, 
eleven guards, one of whom shall perform the duties of commissary, 
night watchman and such l1l1mber of overseers and aids as the inspectors 
determine to be necessary. 

SEC. 5. The inspector~ and warden shall be appointed by the governor 
with the adyice and consent of the council, and be commissioned to hold 
their offices during the pleasure of the executive, but not longer than four 
years under one appointment; one of the inspectors shall in his commis­
sion be designated as chairman. The warden shall give bond to the state 

, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, with snfficient snreties, approved by 
the governor and council, conditioned that he will account for all moneys 
that come to his hands as treasurer of the state prison ,: that he will not 
be concerned in trade or commerce during his continuance in office; and 
that he will faithfully perform all the duties incumbent on him as warden 
of said prison; wl~ich bond shall be filed in the office of the secretary of 
state. 

SI'C. 6. The other officers before mentioned, shall be subordinate to 
the warden, and shall be appointed by warrant under his hand anti seal, 
subj ect to the approval of the inspectors at their next meeting, to whom 

(a) 7T Me., 24I; 74 Me., 161. 
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THE STATE PRISON. 

the warden shall make report thereuf; they shall hold their offices during 
the pleasure of the inspectors and warden; but the inspectors, without 
the concurrence of the warden, may remove any such officer for negli­
gence or unfaithfulness in the discharge of his duties, and appoint an­
other in his place: and if the warden thinks that a subordinate officer 
ought to be removed, and the inspectors will not consent thereto, he may 
appeal to the governor and council, who, after reasonable notice to the 
inspectors, may make such removal and appoint some suitable perSOll. 
The deputy warden and clerk shall give bond to the state with sufficient 
sureties, the former in the sum of five hundred doll2.rs and the latter ill 
the sum of one thousand dollars, to be approved by the inspectors, and 
conditioned for the faithful performance of their duties; which bonds 
shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state. 

SEC. 7. The inspectors shall meet at stated times at the prison, once 
at least in every three months and oftener if necessary, to inspect its 
concerns, the manner of keeping the books and accounts, and the register 
of punishments kept by the warden; and shall from time to time carefully 
examine the same, and keep a record of their doings; one of them at 
least shall visit the prison once in each month to examine into all its con­
cerns, and see that its laws and regulations are observed, and the duties 
of the several officers faithfully performed, and to advise with the 
warden, when thereto requested; and each of them shall at all times have 
free access to all parts of the prison, and be allowed to inspect and exam­
ine all the books, accolmts and writings, pertaining to the prison, or its 
business, management and government. And the inspectors, as soon as 
may be after each stated meeting, or oftener if necessary, shall transmit 
to the governor and council a transcript of the record of their doings, 
and such other information relative to the concerns of the prison, as 
they deem proper. 

SEC. 8. The inspectors, on the first day of each December, shall audit, 
eoneet alld settle the accoullts of the wardell with the prison alld the 
state, for the year elldillg all the precedillg day, alld make a report thereof 
to the governor and council, to be laid before the legislature (of the 
affairs of the prjson for the year ending on the preceding day;) which 
report shall exhibit an account of the stock of different kinds on hand at 
the beginning and at the close of the year; the several Sl11l1S expended for 
materials, provisions, fuel, clothing, bedding, lights, tools and other arti­
cles; the amount of manufactures of each kind, and of all other articles 
sold from the prison; the profit or loss upon each branch of business: 
and all other particulars necessary to give the legislature a full under­
standing of the fiscal and other concerns thereof; and shall, at the same 
time, furnish an estimate of the probable income and expense of the 
prison for the ensuing year. 

SF-c. 9. They shall inquire into any improper conduct, imputed to the 
warden or any subordinate officer in relation to the concerns of the 
prison; and, for that purpose, may issue subpcenas for witnesses, and 
compel their attendance and'the production of papers and writings; may 
examine witnesses under oath, administered by the chairman; and may' 
adj udicate on such alleged improper conduct, in like manner ane! with 
like effect as in cases of arbitration. 

SEC. ro. They shall examine into all disorderly conduct among the 
prisoners, and when it appears to them that a convict is disorderly, 
refractory or disobedient, they may order any punishment other than 
corporal which they deem necessary to enforce obedience, not inconsistent 
with humanity, and authorized by the established rules and regulations of 
the prison. 

SE;C. I1. They shall, from time to time, est"blish :,uch rules and regu­
lations, consistent with law, as they deem necessa ry and expedient for 
the direction of the officers, agents and servants of the prison. in the dis-
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charge of their duties, and fix and regulate their compensation when not 
established by law; shall establish mles for the government, instruction 
and discipline of the convicts, and for their clothing and subsistence; and 
for the custody, preservation and 1l1an3.gement of· the public property; 
and as soon as may.be after the establishment of the same by the inspect­
ors, they shall ca~\se a copy thel'eof to be laid before the governor and 
council, who may approve, annul or modify them, and establish such other 
mles, consistent with law, as they see fit; the governor shall communi­
cate all rules, thus approved, to the next legislature; and the inspectors 
shall cause a copy thereof to be certified by the clerk and delivered to the 
warden. 

SJ(C. 12. The inspectors shall visit all the jails at least once in every 
three months, and inquire into the management of the same, give such 
advice in relation thereto as they deem useful and proper; classify all 
convicts in said j ails, having regard to age, character and offenses; and 
for that purpose may order the county commissioners of either of the 
counties to make such alteration in their several jails as -the inspectors 
deem necessary, in order to classify the convicts therein, and persons 
charged with crime; and if said commissioners, after such order, neglect 
0r refuse to make such alteration, or to provide for the classification of 
convicts and persons charged with crime, the inspectors may cause said 
convicts and persons charged with crime to be removed to any jail where 
such alteration or provision for classification has been made, and the 
expense of the removal and keeping of such convicts or persons shall be 
paid by the county from which such convict or person is removed, and 
they may require the keeper Of said j ail to keep a calendar, with such 
statistics in relation to his jail as they may deem uSjOful for future refer­
ence. Said inspectors may remove prisoners from jails where no 
arrangements have been made for the labor of convicts, to some work­
jail, and when any jail has a larger number of convicts, either in <;ustody 
or at labor than can be well accommodated, they may remove a portion 
of them to any other jail where better accommodations can be afforded. 
Any jail where arrangements have been made or shall be hereafter made 
for the labor of convicts committed for any special crime, or class of 
crimes, at any special kind of labor, shall be deemed a work-jail. For 
the removal or convicts as aforesaid, the inspectors may issue precepts to 
any officer qualified to serve precepts in criminal cases in his county, to 
cause such removal, whether such service is performed in whole or in 
part in one or more counties, and the expense of removal shall be paid by 
the county in which such convicts were sentenced. The inspectors shall 
make a report of the condition of all the prisons to the governor and 
council by the thirtieth day of November annually. 

SEC. 13. The warden shall not carryon or be concerned in trade or 
COlllmerce during his continuance in office; he shall reside constantly 
within the precincts of the prison, and have the care, custody and charge 
thereof, and of the convicts therein, in conformity to their sentences, and 
of the lands, buildings, machines, tools, stock, provisions and every other 
kind of property belonging to or within its precincts. He shall be the 
treasurer of the prison, receive, payout and be accountable for all moneys 
granted for its maintenance, or derived frOlIl the manufactures or other 
concerns thereof; make in the books of the prison regular entries of all 
its pecuniary and other concerns, and, on the first days of March, June, 
September and December of each year, he shall render to the inspectors 
a fair account of all the expenses and disbursements. receipts and profits 
of the prison, with sufficient vouchers therefor, and a statement of its 
general affairs, for the quarter past, including the number of convicts 
received and discharged during the quarter, and the number remaining; 
and he shall also, on the same days, render, under oath, a similar account 
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and statement, examined and approved by the inspectors, to the governor 
and council, with whom he shall settle all his accounts, whenever required. 

SEC. 14. He shall inspect and oversee the conduct of the convicts, and 
cause all the rules of the prison to be strictly and promptly enforced; he 
shall give the inspectors immediate information of any officer who refuses 
or neglects to enforce the discipline established, and they shall forthwith 
remove any o'fiicer guilty of such neglect. He may punish any convict 
for disobedience, disorderly behavior or indolence, as directed by the 
inspectors or prescribed in the rules, and shall keep a register of all such 
punishments, and the causes for which they are inflicted. 

SEC. 15. He shall keep a record of the conduct of each convict, and 
for every month, during which it thereby appears that such convict has 
faithfully observed all the rules and requirements of the prison, the 
warden may recommend to the executive, a deduction of seven days fr0111 
the term of said convict's sentence, except those sentenced to imprison­
ment for life. Provided, however, that this section shall not lessen the 
deduction, to which any convict under sentence on the thirteenth day of 
April in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, would be entitled 
under the provisions of law then existing. 

SEC. 16. The record, with the recommendation of deduction provided 
in the preceding section, shall be submitted by the warden to the governor 
and council once in three months. 

SEC. 17. The warden or his deputy shall serve, execute and return, 
all processes within the exterior walls of the prison yard, and they shall 
be directed to him or his deputy accordingly; and for the doings of his 
deputy, both the warden and the deputy shall be answerable. The warden 
shall have command of all the force for guarding the prison, and of all 
officers and persons employed under him in overseeing, guarding and 
governing it. For serving executions and returning processes, like fees 
shall be taxed as for sheriffs. The warden, on demand of an officer hav­
ing a writ commanding him to replevy from the warden's possession, any 
goods or chattels of a private individual, not a prisoner, shall expose them 
outside of the prison yard, so that they may be replevied. The officer 
shall pay the warden a reasonable charge for removal, and tax the same 
in his fees on the writ. 

SEC. 18. The warden shall take bills of the quantity and price of sup­
plies furnished for the prison, at the time of delivery, and exhibit them 
to the clerk, 'who shall compare them with the articles delivered; and if 
they are found correct, he shall enter them, with the date, in a book kept 
for that purpose; in like manner bills shall be taken and entered of all 
services rendered for the prison; and if any such bill is found incorrect, 
the clerk shall omit to enter it and immediately give notice to the warden, 
that the error may be corrected. Vouchers for all expenditures shall be 
taken in duplicate, and one copy of each shall be filed at the prison and 
the other with the gOZJe1'1lOr alld council (state auditor.) . 

SEC. 19. All sales of limestone, granite or other articles from the 
prison, and the letting to hire of such of the convicts as the inspectors 
deem expedient, and all other contracts on account of the prison, shall 
be made with the warden, ill the manner prescribed by the inspectors. 
No such contract shall be accepted by the warden, unless the contractor 
gives satisfactory security for its performance; and no officer of the 
prison shall be directly or indirectly interested therein. 

SEC. 20. \!\Then the warden receives from any sheriff a warrant requir­
ing him to remove a convict to the prison, he shall, by himself or such 
other person as he appoints or contracts with for that purpose, forthwith 
cause such warrant to he executed in the least expensive manner con­
sistent with security of the convict; and he shall file said warrant, with 
his return thereon, in his office, and cause a copy of it to be filed in the 
office of the clerk of the court from which it issued. 
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SEC. 21. vVhen, during the conveyance of any such convict to the 
state prison in pursuance of his sentence, it is necessary or convenient to 
lodge him for safe keeping in any j ail until the residue of such convey­
ance can be conveniently performed, the keeper of such j ail shall receive 
and safely keep and provide for him, until called for by the person em­
ployed to convey him as aforesaid, into whose custody he shall be deliv­
ered; and said j ail keeper shall be allowed his reasonable charge and 
expenses incuned thereby, to be paid from the state treasury. vVhen the 
warden believes that there are more convicts in the state prison than can 
be confined there securely, he shall certify the fact to the governor and 
council, who may authorize him to transfer them, so far as is necessary, 
to some jail; and the jailer thereof shall receive such compensation from 
the state treasury as he and the warden agree upon; but when the accom­
modations of the prison shall be so increased that they can be safely con­
fined therein, the warden shall remove them from such jail to the state 
prison. The time during which they were so confined in jail shall be 
deducted from their sentences. . 

SEC. 22. Actions, founded on any contract made with the warden in 
his official capacity, may be brought by or against the warden for the 
time being; and actions for injllries done or occasioned to the real or 
personal property of the state, and appropriated to the use of the state 
pI ison, or under the management of the warden thereof, may be prose­
cuted in his name; and no such action shaH abate by the retirement, 
removal or death of the warden, but his successor, upon notice, shall 
ass\\me its prosecution or defense. Neither the warden's person nor 
property shall be taken or attached in such suit, nor shall any execution 
issue against him on any judgment therein, but it shall stand as an ascer­
tained claim against the state. And when a new warden is appointed, all 
the books, accounts and papers belonging to the prison, sha'll be delivered 
to him, and he shaH be vested with all the powers of his predecessor and 
be subject to aH his obligations, with regard to all contracts, and debts 
due to or from the prison. 

SEc. 23. The warden, under direction of the governor and council, 
may seH and convey any real estate, to which he acquires title in behalf 
of the state, in the adjustment of debts due to the prison: 

SEc. 24. vVhen a controversy arises respecting any contract or claim 
on account of the state prison, or a suit is pending thereon, the warden 
may submit the same to the determination of arbitrators or referees 
approved by the inspectors. 

SEC. 25. The warden shall not be arrested on any civil process or 
execution while in office; but execution upon any judgment against him 
personally, and not in his official capacity, may be issued against his goods 
and estate only; and if it is returned unsatisfied, the creditor may file with 
the governor and council a copy of such execution and return, and serve 
on the warden a copy of such copy attested by the secretary of state, with 
a notice under his hand of the day on which such copy was filed; and if 
the warden does not, within forty clays after such service, pay the creditor 
his fuH debt, with reasonable costs for copies and service thereof, he shall 
be removed; and when he ceases to be warden, alias executions may be 
issued against his body and property as in other cases. 

SEc. 26. vVhen the office of warden is vacant, or the warden is absent 
from the prison, or unable to perform the duties of his office, the deputy 
warden shall have the powers, perform the duties and be subj ect to all 
the obligations and liabilities of the warden. 

SEC. 27. If the office of warden becomes vacant when the governor 
and council are not in session, the inspectors may require the deputy 
warden to give bond to the state, in the sum of five thousand dollars, 
with sufficient sureties to be by them approved, conditioned for the faith­
ful discharge of his duties as deputy warden and treasurer; and, from 

1223 

CHAP. 142. 

When 
convicts may 
be tempora­
rily lodged 
in jails, at 
the state's 
expense, 
R, S., c. Hi, § 21. 

Of actions by 
or against the 
,varden, 
officially. 
R. S., c. 141. § 22. 

-he may sue 
for injuries 
to Sl:ate 
property. 

He may con­
vey certain 
real estate. 
R. S., c. 141. § 23. 

Warden may 
refer contro­
versies~ 
R. S., c. 141. § 24. 

Warden is 
exempt from 
arrest. 
R. S., c.: 141, § 25. 

-how a 
creditor may 
proceed with 
an execution 
against the 
warden. 

Powers, 
duties and 
liabilities of 
deputy 
warden. 
R. S., c.141, § 26. 

If the office ot 
warden is 
vacant, the 
deputy shall 
give bond 
and act as 
warden and 



1224 

CHAP. 142. 

treasurer, and 
receive ,var­
den's pay. 
R. S., c. 141, § 27. 

-warden 
pro tempore. 

Duties of the 
clerIc 
R. S., c. 141, § 28. 

Overseers. 
R"S., c.141, § 29. 

Neglect of 
subordinate 
officers, ho\v 
punished. 
R. S., c. 141, § 30. 

Officers of 
state prison 
may be re­
tired and 
pensioned. 
1009, c. 68, § 1. 
See c. 147, § 9. 

Terms 
"prison ser­
vice" and 
"good rec .. 
ord" ho,v 
cons'truea. 
1909, c. 68, § 2. 

Pension, 
one half of 
salary. 
1009, c. 68, § 3. 

-conditions 
for retire­
ment and 
pension. 
1909, c. 68, § 4. 

Employment 
of convicts. 
R. S.; c. 141, § 31. 

-carriage 
making. 

-proviso. 

'rH~ ST A'r~ PRISON. 

the time that the bond is approved, the deputy shall receive the salary 
and emoll1ments of the warden instead of his former pay, while he per­
forms the duties of the oftice; if he does not give such bond when 
required, the inspectors may remove him, and appoint a warden pro 
tempore, who shall give bond similar to that required of the deputy 
warden, have the power and authority, perform the duties, and receive 
the salary and emoluments of the warden, until a warden is appointed 
and enters on the discharge of his duties; and in such case, until the 
warden pro tempore is so appointed and gives bond, the inspectors, or 
either of them, shall be vested with all the powers and duties of warden. 

S~C. 28. The clerk shall keep an account of all supplies purchased for 
the use of the prison. and of all articles sold and delivered therefrom; 
assist in effecting sales and purchases under direction of the warden; 
attend meetings of the inspectors, when they request it; keep a record of 
their proceedings; and perform any other services directed by the in­
spectors or warden, pertaining to his employment and the superintending 
of the prison. . . 

S~C. 29. Persons having suitable knowledge and skill in the branches 
of labor and manufactures carried on in the" prison, shall, when practi­
cable, be employed to superintend such branches as are assigned to them 
by the warden; and all of them and the other subordinate officers shall 
perform the services in the management, superintending and guarding of 
the prison, as prescribed by the rules, or directed by the Wardel1. 

S~C. 30. If any such subordinate officer is guilty of negligence or 
unfaithfulness in the discharge of his duties, or of a violation of any of 
the laws or rules for the government of the prison, the warden, with the 
approbation of the inspectors, may deduct from his wages a sum not 
exceeding a month's pay. 

S~c. 3I. The warden may, with the approval of the gove1'11or and 
council, retire from active prison service and place upon a pension roll, 
any officer of the prison, who has been employed in the prison service in 
the state, with a good record, for the term of thirty years or who, after 
twenty years of continuous service in said prison, has attained the age 
of sixty years. 

S~C. 32. ,The words "prison service" as used in the preceding section 
shall be construed to mean service in the state prison, and an officer of 
the state prison, shall, for the purpose of said section, be credited with 
all the time which he has served as an officer, with a good record. The 
words "good record" shall be construed to mean that the officer has not 
been discharged for misconduct from the state prison, or that, if so dis­
charged, it was afterwards found that he was not at fault; and the res­
toration to duty or reappointment in the prison from which he was dis­
charged shall be sufficient evidence for the exoneration of any officer. 

S~C. 33. An officer who is retired, as provided in section thirty-one, 
shall be allowed a pension which shall be paid from the state treasury, 
equal to one-half the salary he was receiving at the time of his retire­
ment. Prison officers shall only be retired and pensioned, as pro­
vided in section thirty-one upon the reconuuendation of the warden, 
approved by the board of inspectors of prisons and j ails, and by the gov­
ernor and council. 

S1\e. 34. No more than twenty per cent of all the male convicts in the 
prison, shall be employed at any time, in anyone industry, or in the man­
ufacture of anyone kind of goods and so far as practicable, the industries 
upon which said convicts shall be employed, shall be the 1l1anufactur~ of 
articles not elsewhere manufactured in this state. The manufacture and 
repair of all kinds of wagons, carriages and sleighs except the manu­
facture of infants' carriages, shall be considered one industry within the 
meaning of this section. This section shall not apply to the manufacture 
by said convicts, of any kind of goods which were not on the first day of 
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January in the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight, else­
where manufactured in the state. 

SEC. 35. All articles and goods manufactured at the prison for sale 
shall be distinctly labeled or branded with these words "Manufactured at 
the Maine State Prison." 

SEC. 36. The inspectors and wal'den shall appoint some suitable person 
physician and surgeon of the prison, who shall visit the same daily, and 
whenever requested by the warden, to attend and prescribe for sick con­
victs, and to examine all convicts claiming to be ill, and determine their 
ability to work. He shall see that proper attention is paid to the clothing, 
regimen and cleanliness of those in the hospital, and advise when illness 
of any convict requires his removal thereto; and upon such advice and in 
other cases when he deems it necessary, the warden shall cause any sick 
convict to be forthwith removed to the hospital, there to receive such 
care and attention and to be furnished with such medicines and diet, as 
his situation r'equires, until the prison physician determines that he may 
leave it without injury to his health. He shall attend cOllvicts -in the 
insalle department of the prison Wider the direct-ion of the sllpe1'intendenl 
of theiJlsaJle hospital at Augusta. 

Sec. 37. If a pestilence or contagious sickness breaks out among the 
convicts in the prison, the inspectors and warden may cause any of them 
to be removed to some suitable place of security, where they shall receive 
all necessary care and medical assistance; and to be returned as soon as 
inay be to the prison, to be confined according to their sentences, if un­
expired. 

SEC. 38. If any officer, or other person employed in the state prison 
or its precincts, voluntarily suffers, aids or connives at the escape of a 
convict therefrom, he shall be imprisoned in the state prison for any term 
not greater than the whole term for which the convict was sentenced; 
and i i he negligently suffers any convict confined therein to be at large 
out of the precincts of the prison, or the cell or apartment assigned to 
him, or to be conversed with, relieved or comforted, contrary to law or 
the rules of the prison, he shall be fined not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, 

Sec. 39. Whoever forcibly rescues or attempts to rescue any convict 
sentenced to the state prison, from the legal custody of any officer or other 
person, or from the state prison, jailor other place where he. is legally 
confined, or causes to be conveyed to such convict, into such jail, state 
prison or other place, any tool, instrument, weapon or other aid, with 
intent to enable him to escape, shall, whether an escape is affected or not, 
be imprisoned in the state prison not more than twenty years, or fined not 
exceeding five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 40. If any officer, contractor, teamster or other person delivers 
or has in his possession, with intent to deliver to any convict confined in 
the state prison, or deposits or conceals, in any place in or about the 
prison or its precincts,~or in any wagon or other vehicle going thereto, 
any article, with intent that any convict therein shall obtain it, without 
consent or knowledge of the warden or deputy warden, he shall be impris­
oned in the state prison not more than two years, or be fined not exceed­
ing five hundred dollars and imprisoned not more than six months. 

SEC. 4I. If a convict, sentenced to the state prison for a limited term 
of years, assaults any officer or other person employed in the government 
thereof, or breaks or escapes therefrom, or forcibly attempts so to do, 
he may, at the discretion of the court, be punished by confinement to hard 
labor for any term of years, to commence after the completion of his 
former sentence. The warden shall certify the fact of a violation of the 
foregoing provisions to the county attorney for the county of Knox, who 
shall prosecute such convict therefor. • 
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TRIo; STATE PRISON. 

SIo;C. 42. Solitary confinement, as a punishment for the violation of 
the rules of the prison, shall be inflicted upon the convict in a cell and he 
shall be fed on bread and water only, unless the· physician certifies to the 
warden that the health of such convict requires other diet. 

SIo;C. 43. If a convict sentenced to the state prison resists the author­
ity of any officer, or refuses to obey his lawful commands, the officer shall 
immediately enforce obedience by the use of weapons or other effectual 
means; and if, in so doing, a convict thus resisting is wounded or killed 
by the officer and his assistants, they shall be justified. 

SIo;c. 44. The warden shall constantly keep on hand a suitaple and suffi­
cient supply of arms and ammunition, at the expense of the state, and 
may require all officers and other citizens to aid him in suppressing an 
insurrection among the convicts in prison, and in preventing their escape 
or rescue therefrom, or from any other legal custody or confinement; and 
if, in so doing, or in arresting any convict who has escaped, they wound 
or kill such convict or those aiding him, they shall be justified. 

SEC. 45. The four preceding sections apply to convicts and officers in 
the county jails having workshops attached thereto, and in any county 
farm that may be established for the reformation of inebriates. (a.) 

SEC. 46. vVhen a convict escapes from the state prison, the warden 
shall take all proper measures for his apprehension; and may in behalf 
of the state offer a reward not exceeding fifty dollars for his apprehension 
and delivery. vVhoever, not standing in the relation of husband or wife, 
parent or child, to the principal offender, conceals, harbors or in any way 
aids any convict escaping from the state prison, knowing him to be such; 
or furnishes such convict 'with food, clothing, weapon, matches or other 
article, or information that would aid him to escape recapture, shall be 
punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a term not exceeding the 
whole time for which the convict was sentenced, or by fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars. 

SIo;c. 47. No convict shall be discharged from the state prison, until 
he has served the full term for which he was sentenced, including the 
day on which he was received into it, unless he is pardoned, or otherwise 
released by legal authority. 

SIo;c. 48. The warden shall receive and take care of any property that 
a convict has 'with him at the time of his entering the prison; when it is 
convenient, place the same at interest for his benefit; keep an account 
thereof, arid pay the same to him on his discharge, or, in case of his death, 
to his representatives, unless otherwise legally disposed of. 

SIo;c. 49. On the discharge of any convict who has conducted himself 
well during his imprisonment, the warden may give him from the funds 
of the prison a sum not exceeding ten dollars, and, if he requests it, a 
certificate of such good conduct; and shall take care that every convict 
on his discharge is provided with decent clothing. 

SIo;c. 50. The warden may demand and receive of each person visiting 
the prifon for the purpose of viewing the interior~r precincts, a sum not 
exceed111g twenty-five cents, under such regulations as the inspectors 
prescribe, which sum shall be expended, under direction of the teacher, 
in the purchase of school books for use of the prisoners. 

SIo;C. 5 L The warden, on recommendation of the inspectors and with 
the approbation of the governor and council, may make such additional 
buildings or alterations within the prison or its precincts, as they deem 
necessary and proper. 

SIo;c. 52. The governor shall annually appoint one of the council a 
cOlllmittee, who shall, as often as the governor and council direct, visit 
the prison, make a thorough and careful examination into the condition 

Ca) County farm in Cumberland county authorized, P. & S. L., 1911, c. 181; 
1913, c. 135; in Penobscot county, P. & S. L., 1913, c. 191. 
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of the prison and inmates, and its affairs and management, and report to 
them. 

S.;c. 53. The governor, on recommendation of the warden and inspec, 
tors, and with the approval of the council, may appoint and commission, 
to hold office during the pleasure of the executive, but not longer than 
two years under one appointment, a suitable person chaplain of the state 
prison; who shall, in accordance with the rules of the prison, perform 
religious services in the chapel every Sunday, visit the sick, labor dili­
gently and faithfully for the mental, moral and religious improvement of 
the convicts, and aid them when practicable in obtaining employment after 
their discharge. vVith the assent of the inspectors, a Sunday school may 
be established, and persons fro111 without, of proper character, may be 
admitted to assist in it. 

SBc. 54. Besides the salaries and pay of the officers of the prison, 
there shall be appropriated, and annually paid out of the state treasury, 
fifty dollars for maintaining a school in the prison; fifty dollars for pur­
chase of hooks for the use of convicts; the two sums last named to be 
expended by the warden under direction of the inspectors; and a sum not 
exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars for medicines. 

SEc. 55. The governor, with the advice and consent of the council, 
may draw warrants on the state treasury in favor of the warden for all 
such SlUns as they, from time to time, deem proper, from appropriations 
for the support of the state prison. 

OHAPTER 143. 

WORKHOUSES. HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 

WORKHOUSEs. 

SEC. 1. Any town may erect or provide a workhouse for the employ­
ment and support of persons of the following description; all poor and 
indigent persons, maintained by or receiving alms from the town; all able­
bodied persons not having estate or means otherwise to maintain them­
selves, who refuse or neglect to work; all who live a dissolute and vagrant 
life and exercise no ordinary calling or lawful business sufficient to gain 
an honest livelihood; and all such persons, as spend their time and prop­
erty in public houses, to the neglect of their proper business, or by other­
wise misspending what they earn, to the impoverishment of themselves 
and their families, are likely to become paupers. Any workhouse may, by 
vote of the town, be discontinued, or applied to other uses. Until such 
workhouse is thus provided the almshouse or any part thereof may be 
used for that purpose. 

SEC. 2. Such workhouse shall be in charge of the overseers of the 
poor of the town maintaining the same, who shall have the inspection and 
government thereof, with power to appoint a master and needful assist­
ants for the more immediate care and superintendence of the persons 
received or employed therein. 

SEC. 3. The overseers, as occasion requires, shall hold meetings on the 
business of their office; and make needful orders and regulations for such 
house, to be binding until the next town meeting, when they shall be sub­
mitted to the consideration of the inhabitants; and such as are approved 
at said meeting shall remain in force until revoked by the town. 

1227 

CHAP, 143. 

Chaplain for 
the prison 
may be 
appointed. 
R. S., c.141, § 50. 

-Sunday 
school. 

Appropria­
tions for 
SChool, 
books and 
medicines. 
R. S., c.141, § 51. 
See c. 117, 
§§ 1, 13. 

Appropria­
tions,' how to 
be paid to the 
warden. 
R. S., c. 141, § 52. 

vVorkhouse 
pI'ovided by 
any town. 
R. S., c. 142, § 1. 
See c. 28, § 23. 

-persons 
liable to 
conll11itnlent. 
11 Me., 210. 
65 Me., 121. 

-how work­
house may be 
discontinued. 

Overseers of 
pour shall 
have charge. 
R. S., c. 142, § 2. 
-nlay 
a[}l)oint a 
11laster. 

Overseers Ina.y 
nlake regu­
lations. 
R. S., c. 142, § 3. 
See c. 14G,§ 17. 



1228 

CHAP. 143. 

Persons not 
having legal 
settlement 
may be 
COllul1itted. 
R. S., c. 142, § 4., 
See c. 28, § 42. 
Inmates, if 
able, shall 
be kept 
employed. 
R. S., c. 142, § 6. 

Rag'ues, 
vagabonds, 
idle persons, 
etc., may be 
committed. 
R. S., c. 1<12, § 6'. 
See c. 28, § § 
39, 42; 

c. 137, § 3. 

Town may 
111aintain a 
house of 
correction. 
R. S., c. 142, § 7. 
Overseers of 
poor shall 
have charge 
of house of 
correction. 
R. S., c. 142, § 8. 
See c. H6, § 1. 

Overseers 
shall order 
supplies of 
suitable food 
and clothing 
to persons 
committed. 
R. S., c. 142, § 9. 

persons 
committed to 
custody may 
be set to 
work. 
R. S., c. H2, § 10. 

Insubordina­
tion; supply 
of food may 
be abridged. 
R. S., c. 142, § 11. 

HOUSEs OF COHRECTION. 

SEC. 4. When any person, not having a legal settlement in any town 
in the state, becomes idle or indigent, he may be committed to the work­
house provided for the town in which he resides, to be employed, if able 
to labor, in the same manner, and to be subject to the same rules as the 
other persons thereto committed. 

SEC. 5. Every person committed to such workhouse, if able to work, 
shall be kept diligently employed during the term of his commitment. 
For idleness, obstinacy, or disorderly conduct, he may be punished as 
provided by the lawful regulations of the house. 

HOUSEs OF CORRECTION. 

SEC. 6. A municipal or police court, or trial justice in his county, on 
complaint under oath may commit to j ail or to the house of correction in 
the town where the person belongs or is found, for a term not exceeding 
ninety days, all rogues, vagabonds and idle persons going about tn any 
town in the county, begging; persons using any subtle craft, jugglery, or 
unlawful games, or plays, or for the sake of gain pretending to' have 
knowledge in physiogonomy, palmistry, to tell destinies or fortunes or to 
discover lost or stolen goods; common pipers, fiddlers, runaways, drunk­
ards, night-walkers, railers, bravvlers and pilferers; persons wanton or 
lascivious in speech or behavior, or neglecting their callings or employ­
ments, misspending what they earn and not providing for the support of 
themselves and their families; all idle and disorderly persons having no 
visible means of support, neglecting all lawful calling or employment; and­
all idle and disorderly persons who neglect all lawful calling or employ­
ment and misspend their time by frequenting disorderly houses, houses of 
ill-fame, gaming houses or tippling shops. 

SEC. 7. A town, at its own expense, may build and maintain a hOllse 
of correction. Until such house of correction is so built, the almshouse 
or any part thereof may be used for that purpose. 

SEC. 8. Such house of correction shall be in charge of the overseers 
of the poor of the town maintaining the same, who shall have the inspec­
tion and government of the same, and may establish from time to time, 
such rules and orders not repugnant to law, as they deem necessary for 
governing and punishing persons lawfully committed thereto. vVhen an 
almshouse is used for a house of correction, the master thereof shall be 
master of the house of correction; but in other cases the overseers thereof 
shall appoint a suitable master, removable at their pleasure, and may fix 
his compensation. The overseers from time to time, shall examine into 
the prudential concerns and management of such house, and see that the 
master faithfully discharges his duty. ' 

SEC. 9. Every person committed to such house of correction sh",ll be 
supplied with suitable food and clothing, and if sick, with such medical 
attendance and care as the overseers order; and all expenses incurred 
for commitment and maintenance, exceeding the earnings of the person 
confined, shall be paid by the town where such prisoner has his legal 
settlement, or by his kindred as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 10. The master of such house may set to work all persons com­
mitted to his custody, so far as they are able, during the time of their 
confinement; and if their deportment renders it expedient, he may impose 
shackles or fetters to prevent resistance or escape, without unnecessarily 
inflicting pain or interrupting labor. 

SEC. 11. If a prisoner is stubborn, disorderly, idle, refractory, or 
refuses to perform his appointed task in a proper manner, the master 
may abridge his supply of food until he complies with the reasonable 
requirements of the master and overseers. 



HOUSi\S OF CORRi\CTION. 

Si\C. 12. Notwithstanding the payment of costs and expenses, if the 
prisoner has actually received relief as a pauper, the overseers of ,the 
poor where the house is, or of the town to which he belongs, on complaint 
to the justice or court by whom he was committed, may procure an exten­
sion of the confinement, for not more than thirty days at a time, by the 
judge or justice; and such application may be renewed, if occasion 
requires it, on like complaint; and in all cases the prisoners shall be 
brought before the justice or c:;,ourt to answer to the complaint. 

SEC. I3. Such masters shall, within ten days after commitment pf any 
person to such house of correction, give notice thereof to the overseers 
of the poor of the town where it is situated, and if the prisoner has actu­
ally received relief as a pauper, said overse('rs shall give the same notice 
thereof to the overseers of the poor of the towll of his legal settlement, 
as is required in other cases in which paupers become chargeable in places 
where they have no legal settlement. 

Sltc. 14. The master shall keep an exact account of the earnings of 
each prisoner, and of the expense incurred for commitment and main­
tenance, specifying the time of his commitment and liberation, and pre­
sent it, on oath, to the overseers of the poor of the town where such 
house is established, annually and oftener if directed; and the town may 
recover the amount of such expenses after deducting the earnings of the 
prispner, from the town where such prisoner has his legal settlement. If 
such account shows the earnings of such prisoner to exceed the expenses 
incurred for commitment and maintenance of said prisoner, such excess 
may be paid by the overseers of the poor to, or for the benefit of, depend­
en t fa milies or kindred of said prisoners. 

Si\C. IS. If there are kindred, obliged by law to maintain the prisoner 
as provided in chapter twenty-eight, such master, or the town obliged to 
pay his account, has the same remedy against such kindred, as is provided 
in that chapter for towns incurring expense for relief and support of 
paupers. 

Si\c. 16. Persons shall be committed to workhouses, or houses of cor­
rection, only upon conviction of the offenses, acts or conditions for which 
such cOl11mitments are by law authorized, before some l11unicipal or police 
court, or trial justice. Commitments to workhoHses may be for terms not 
exceeding three months. 

Note. Masters of houses of correction and workhouses to gIve notice of 
births and deaths occurring therein, c. 62, § 26. 
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THE STATE SCHOOL FOR nOys. 

CHAPTER 144. 

STA'fE ]UVENII,E INSTI'fUTIONS. 

SEC. 1. The government of the state school for boys, established in the 
city of South Portland, in the County of Cumberland, for the instruction, 
employment and reform of juvenile offenders, and of the Maine indus­
trial school for girls, established in Hallowell, in the County of Kennebec, 
for the education, employment and reform of girls, is vested in a board of 
trustees, consisting of five men and one woman, inhabitants of the state, 
who shall be known as "Trustees of Juvenile Institutions." . The gov­
ernor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall annually appoint 
a member of said board to hold office for a term of six years. Any 
vacancy occurring during a term shall be filled in like manner for the 
remainder of the unexpired term. (Any trustee may be removed at any 
time by the governor and council.) 

THE STA'l'E SCHoor, FOR DOYS. 

SEC. 2. The Trustees of Juvenile Institutions shall have charge of the 
general interests of the state school for boys, and see that its affairs are 
conducted as required by the legislature, and such by-laws as the board 
may adopt; see that proper discipline is maintained therein; provide em­
ployment for the inmates, and bind them out, discharge or remand them, 
as hereinafter provided; appoint a superintendent, subject to the approval, 
and during the pleasure of the governor and council, and appoint such 
other officers as in their judgment the wants of the institution require; 
prescribe the duties of all its officers; exercise a vigilant supervision over 
its concerns, remove its subordinate officers at pleasure, and appoint others 
in their stead; determine the compensation of the subordinate officers, sub­
ject to the approval of the governor and council, and prepare and submit 
by-laws to the governor and council, whIch shall be valid when sanctioned 
by them. They may contract with the attorney general of the United 
States for the confinement and support in said school of juvenile offenders 
against the laws of the United States in accordance with sections five 
thousand five hundred and forty-nine, and five thousand five hundred and 
fifty of the revised statutes of the United States. 

SEC. 3. vYhen a boy between the ages of eight and sixteen years is 
convicted before any court or trial justice having .jurisdiction of the 
offense, of an offense punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, not 
for life, or in the county jail, or in any house of correction, sl1ch court 
or justice Illay order his commitment to the state school for boys or sen­
tence him to the punishment provided by law for the same offense. If 
to said school, the commitment shall be conditioned that if such boy is 
not received or kept there for the full term of his minority, unless sooner 
discharged by the trustees as provided in section six, or released on pro­
bation as provided in section nine, he shall then suffer the punishment 
provided by law, as aforesaid, as ordered by the court of justice; but no 
boy shall be committed to said school who is deaf and dumb, non compos, 
or insane. 

SEC. 4. v\Then any boy is ordered to be committed to the state school 
for boys, the court or trial justice by whom such commitment is ordered 
shall certify in the mittimus the city or town in which such boy resides 
at the time of his commitment, the age of the boy, and the day on which 
his term of minority will expire. The finding of the court or justice 
regarding the age and residence of the boy shall be deemed a decision of 
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a question ot fact, and his certificate thereof shall be conclusive evidence 
of the age and residence of the boy and of the day on which his term of 
minority will expire. 

SEC. 5. Every boy committed to said school, shaH there be kept, dis­
ciplined, instructed, employed and governed, under the direction of the 
board of trustees, until the term of his commitment expires, or he is dis­
charged as reformed, bound out by said trustees according to their by­
laws, or remanded to prison under the sentence of the court as incor­
rigible, upon information to the trustees, as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 6. ,Vhen a boy is ordered to be committed to said school and the 
trustees deem it inexpedient to receive him, or he is found incorrigible, 
or his continuance in the school is deemed injurious to its management 
and discipline, they shall certify the same upon the mittimus by which he 
is held, and the mittimus and boy shall be delivered to any proper officer, 
who shall forthwith commit said boy to the jail, house of correction, or 
state prison, according to his sentence. The trustees may discharge any 
boy as reformed; and may authorize the superintendent, under such rules 
as they prescribe, to refuse to receive boys ordered to be committed to 
said school, and his certificate thereof shall be as effectual as their own. 

SEC. 7. The costs of trimsporting a boy to or from the school, shall, 
when not otherwise provided for, be paid from the treasury of the county 
from which he is committed, as the costs of conveying prisoners to the 
jails are paid; and tile county commissioners of the county shall examine 
and allow all such reasonable costs. 

SEC. 8. All commitments of boys shall be during their minority unless 
sooner discharged by order of the trustees, as before' provided; and when 
a boy is discharged from the school at the expiration of his term, whether 
he be then in the institution or lawfully out on probation, or when dis­
charg'ed as reformed, an appropriate record of such discharge shall be 
made by the superintendent upon the register of the school required to be 
kept by provisions of section eleven of this chapter. Such discharge 
shall be a full and complete release from all penalties and disabilities 
created by his sentence and commitment, and the record of the proceed­
ings under which such boy was so committed shall not be deemed to be. 
nor shall it be subsequently used as, a criminal record against him. Each 
boy discharged from thlO institution shall receive an appropriate written 
discharge, signed by the superintendent. Such discharge, or a copy, duly 
certified by the superintendent, of the record of discharge upon the regis­
ter of the school, shall be receivable in evidence and conclusive of the 
facts therein stated. 

SEC. 9. The trustees may commit, on probation and on such terms 
as they deem expedient, to any suitable inh<lbitant of the state, any boy 
in their charge, for a term within the period of his commitment, sucb 
proba tion to be conditioned on his good behavior and obedience to the 
laws of the state. Such boy shall, during the term for which he was 
originally committed to the school, be also subj ect to the C<lre and control 
of the trustees, and on. their being satisfied at any time, that the welfare 
of the boy will be promoted by his return to the school, they may order 
his return. On his return to the school, such boy shall there be held and 
detainee! under the original mittimus. The trustees may delegate to the 
stlperintendent under such rules as they prescribe the powers herein 
granted to the trustees to commit any boy on prob<ltion to any suitable 
inhabitant of the state, and to return to the school any boy so committed 
when he is satisfied that the welfare of the boy will be promoted by his 
return. Any boy ordered returnee! to the school may, on the order of 
the superintendent or other officer of the institution, be arrested and 
returned to the school, or to any officer or agent thereof, by any sheriff, 
constable or police officer 01' other person; ane! may also be arrested and 
rE'turned by any officer or agent of the school. 
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SF-C. 10. The trustees, under direction of the governor and council, 
shall establish and maintain a mechanical school, and cause the boys under 
their charge to be instructed in mecha!1ical trades' and in the branchcs of 
useful knowledge, adapted to their age and capacity; also in agriculture 
and horticulture, according to their age, strength, disposition and capac­
ity; and otherwise, as will best secure their reformation, amendment and 
future beneE t. In binding out the inmate~, the trustecs shall have scrupu­
lous regard to the character of those to whom they are bound. The 
trustees shall establish rules for direction of the officers, agents and ser­
vants of the school" and for the government, instruction and discipline 
of the inmates; they shall specify the punishments that may be inflicted 
upon boys in the school, and any officer,' agent or servant, who inflicts 
punishment not so authorizecl shall be discharged. Such rules shall be 
approved by the governor and council, and shall not be altered without 
their consent. 

SF-c. 11. The superintendent, with such other officers as the trustees 
appoint, shall have the charge and custody of the inmates; be a constant 
resident at the institution; and discipline, govern, instruct, employ and 
use his best endeavors to reform the inmates, so as to preserve their 
health, and secure, so far as possible, moral and industrious habits, and 
regular improvement in their studies, trades and various employments. 
He shall see that no punishment is inflicted in violation of the rules of 
the trustees, and shall immediately enter in a book kept for the purpose, a 
particular record of all corporal punishment inflicted, stating the offense, 
the punishment, and by Wh0111 administered; which record shall be open 
to public inspection, and be laid before the trustees at their quarterly 
mectings, a maj ority of whom shall then certi fy upon said book whether 
or not such punishments are approved by them. He shal! have charge 
of the lands, buildings, furniture and every species of property, pertaining 
to the institution, within the precincts thereof. Before he enters upon 
the duties of his office, he shall give a bond to the state, with sureties sat­
isfactory to the governor and council, in a sum not less than two thousand 
dollars, conditioned faithfully to account for al! moneys received by him 
and to perform all the duties incumbent on him as superintendent; keep, 
in suitable books, regular and complete accountp of all his receipts and 
disbursements, and of all property entrusted to him, showing the income 
and expenses of the institution; and account, in such manner, and to such 
persons as the trustees direct, for all moneys received by him from the 
proceeds of the farm or otherwise. His books, and al! documents relating 
to the school, shal! at all times be open to the inspection of the trustees, 
who shall, at least once in every six months, carefully examine the books 
and accounts, anel the vouchers and documents connected therewith, and 
make a record of the result thereof. He shall keep a register containing 
the name and age of each boy, and the circumstances connected with his 
early life and add such facts as come to his knowledge relating to his sub­
sequent history, while at the institution, and after he left it. Actions for 
injuries done to the real and personal property 'of the state, connected 
with the school, may be brought in the name of the superintendent for 
the time being. 

SF-c. 12. All contracts on account of the institution, shall be made by 
the superintendent, and when approved by the trustees, if their by-laws 
require it. are binding in law, and the superintendent, or his successor, 
may sue or be sued thereon, to final judgment and execution. He may, 
with the consent of the trustees, submit any controversy, demand or suit, 
to the detcrmination of one 01' more referees. No such suit abates by a 
vacancy in the office of superintendent during its pendency; but his suc­
cessor may take upon himself its prosecution 01' defense, and, on motion 
of the adverse party and notice, shall be required to do so. 
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SEC. 13. One or more of the trustees shall visit the school at least 
once in every four weeks, examine the register and the inmates in the 
school room and workshop, and regularly keep a record of these visits in 
the books of the superintendent. Once in every three l1lonths, the school, 
in all its departments, shall be thoroughly examined by a majority of the 
board of trustees, and a report shall be made, showing the results there­
of. Annually, on the first day of December, an abstract of such quar­
terly reports shall be prepared and laid before the governor and council 
for the information of the legislature, with a full report of the superin­
tendent, stating particularly among other things, t!1e offense for which 
each pupil was committed, and his place of residence. A financial state­
ment furnishing an accurate detailed account of the receipts and expend­
itures for the year terminating on the last day of November preceding, 
shall also be furnished. 

SEC. 14. Any boy deemed by the trustees to be reformed who has no 
suitable home to which he can be sent and for whom, in consequence of 
physical infirmity or other reason, no suitable home can be found by the 
trustees, may be discharged by said trustees and returned to the selectmen 
of the town or the overseers of the poor of -the city where such boy 
resided at the time of his commitment. 

SEC. IS. Any person who shall aid or abet any boy committed to the 
state school for boys in escaping therefrom, or who shall knowingly har­
bor or conceal any boy who has escaped from said school, shall be fined 
not less than fifty, nor more than one hundred doilars, or punished by 
imprisonment in the county jail not more than sixty days. Any fugitive 
from the state school for boys may, on the order of the superintendent 
or other officer of the institution, be arrested and returned to the ~chool, 
or to any officer or agent thereof, by any sheriff, constahle or police 
officer, or other person; and may also be arrested and returned by any 
officer or agent of the school. 

Site. 16. The governor and council may, from time to time, as they 
think proper, draw warrants on the treasurer of state in favor of the 
trustees, for the money appropriated by the legislature for the state 
school for boys; and the treasurer of state shall, annually, in February, 
pay to the treasurer of said school forty-two dollars for support of its 
library, being six per cent on the Sanford legacy of seven hundred 
dollars. 

SEC. 17. The inmates shall be separated into classes, regard being had 
to their ages, character and conduct, and the offenses for which they have 
been committed. The boys of each class shall, so far as practicable, take 
daily outdoor exercise and be employed in some outdoor labor. Each 
shall be provided with his own clothing and be taught to care for it. 
Solitary confinement is not allowed except for grave offenses specified in 
the rules of the trustees; and the apartment where it is inflicted, shall be 
suitably warmed, lighted and provided with a bed and proper appliances 
for cleanliness. All the boys shall receive the same quality of food and 
in quantities to satisfy theil' appetites. They shall not be punished by a 
denial or short allowance of food. 

SEC. 18. A committee of the council, consisting of three, with whom 
shall be associated one woman, shall be appointed by the governor annu­
ally, to visit the school from time to time, and examine into the treatment 
of its inmates, their condition and progress. They shall maintain therein 
a letter box, to which the inmates shall at all times have free access, with­
out the knowledge or scrutiny of the officers. They shall hear com­
plaints of ill treatment, and make such suggestions to the superintendent 
and trnstees as they think proper, and make a yearly report to the gov­
ernor and council concerning the condition and wants of the school. 
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THE; INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 

THJt MAINJt INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 

SJtC. 19. The Trustees of Juvenile Institutions shall have charge of 
the general interests of the Maine industrial school for girls and see that 
its affairs are conducted in accordance with law and such by-laws as they 
may adopt. They may adopt by-laws which shall be valid \~Then approved 
by the governor and council. They may employ a principal and such 
teachers and other employees as they may deem advisable, and fix their 
compensation subject to the approval of the gove1'11or and council; they 
may from time to time prescrihe the system of education and course of 
study to be pursued ii1 the school. 

SE;c. 20. A parent or guardian of any girl between the ages of six and 
sixteen years, the municipal officers, or any three respectable inhabitants 
of any city or to\vn, where she may be found, may complain in writing 
to the judge of probate or any trial justice in the county, or to the judge 
of the municipal or police court for such city or town, alleging that she 
is leading an idle or vicious life, or has been found in circumstances of 
manifest danger of falling into habits of vice or immorality, and request 
that she may be committed to the guardianship of the officers of said 
school. The judge or justice shall appoint a time and place of hearing, 
and order notice thereof to all persons entitled to be heard. and at such 
time and place, may examine into the truth of said allegations, and if sat­
isfactory evidence thereof is adduced, and it appears that the welfare of 
such girl requires it, he may order her to be committed to the custody 
and guardianship of the officers of said school during her minority, unless 
sooner discharged by process of law. All precepts issued in pursuance 
of this section may be executed by any officer who may execute civil 
process; and the fees of judges (of municipal and police courts, trial) 
justices and officers shall be the same as for similar services in civil 
cases, and, when not otherwise provided for, shall be audited by the 
county commissioners and paid from the county treasury. 

SEC. 21. The board of trustees shall have all the powers as to the 
person, property, earnings and education of every girl committed to the 
charge of said trustees, during the term of her commitment, which a 
guardian has as to his ward, and all powers which parents have over 
their children. At the discretion of said hoard, any such girl, during her 
commitment, may be kept at said school, or entrusted to the care of any 
suitable person and may be required to work for such person, or may be 
bound by deed of indenture to service or apprenticeship for a period not 
exceeding the term of her commitment, on such conditions as said board 
may deem reasonable and proper. Such indenture shall specify the con­
ditions, and shall require the person to whom such girl is bound, to report 
to said board as often as once in three months the conduct and behavior 
of such girl, and whether she remains under such master or mistress, and 
if not, where she is. Said trustees shall take care that the terms of such 
indenture are fulfilled, and the girl well treated, and if they believe that 
by reason of her misconduct, vicious inclinations or surroundings, she is 
in danger of falling into habits of vice or i'mmorality, or that her wel­
fare is in any way imperiled, they may cancel such indenture and resume 
charge of such girl with the same powers as before the indenture was 
made. The powers of said board with respect to any girl entrusted, as 
herein provided, to the care of a suitable person are not affected there­
by, nor by her being bound to service or apprenticeship, except as 
expressed in the bond of indenture. Said trustees. master or mistress 
alld apprelltice, shall lImle all the rigizts aJld be sllbject to all the duties 
and peJlalties provided in case of childrel1 apprenticed by overseers of 
the poor. Any member of said board may execute such indenture deed 
in behalf of the board if authorized by a vote of said board. Said board 
may, by vote in any case, or by a general by-law, a~1th()rize a memher or 
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committee of said board, or the principal of said school to entrust said 
girls to the care and service of a suitable person or persons without in­
denture, to see to their welfare during such service and to require their 
return to said school at discretion. 

SEC. 22. A person receiving an apprentice under the preceding sec­
tion, shall not assign or transfer the indenture of apprenticeship, or let 
oul the services of the apprentice, without the written consent of the trus­
tees. The trustees, at the request of the master or mistress, may cancel 
the indenture and resume charge of the girl, with the same powers as 
before the indenture was made. On the death of a person to whom the 
girl is bound, his executor or administrator, with the written assent of 
the trustees and of the girl, may assign the indenture to some other per­
son, and the assignee shall have all the rights and be subject to all the 
liabilities and duties of the original master or mistress. 

SF-c. 23. A parent or guardian, upon complaint and hearing as afore­
said, and certificate of any judge 01' justice named in section twenty, 
that a girl of the age herein limited is a proper subject for commitment 
to said school, may commit her to the custody and guardianship thereof 
for a term to he agreed upon by the parent or guardian and the trustees, 
upon condition that the parent or guardian shall pay her expenses at a 
reasonable uniform rate to be fixed by said trustees; and the trustees 
may enforce such agreement. 

SEC. 24. On complaint to a trial justice or mlH1icipai or police court 
of the county, t.hat a girl of the age herein limited has been guilty of an 
offense punis!-table by fine or imprisonment, other than imprisonment for 
life, such justice or court may so far examine into the case as to satisfy 
himself whether she is a suitable subject for commitment to said school, 
and i£ he so decides, he may thereupon suspend the case and certify 
accordingly, and order her to be committed to the guardianship of said 
school during her minority, unless sooner discharged by process of law. 
No girl so committed, if she remains under the guardianship of said 
school du.ring the term of her commitment, or is sooner discharged with 
a certificate of good behavior, shall thereafter be examined or tried on 
the suspended complaint or for the offense therein charged. But if dis­
charged for misbehavior, or if she escapes from said school, she may be 
tried therefor, and punished according to law. 

SF,C. 25. If a girl of the age herein limited is found guilty of an 
offense punishable with fine or imprisonment, other than imprisonment 
for life, she may be sentenced in the alternative to the aforesaid school, 
or if not received therein, or if discharged therefrom for misbehavior, to 
such punishment as the law provides for like offenses. 

SEC. 26. The trustees may refuse to receive any girl committed to 
said school under the two precelling sections, or may discharge any girl 
whose continuance, by reason of her vicious example and influence, or 
other misconduct, is il1 their opinion prejudicial to the school, or who 
for allY reason ought not to be retained therein. Their refusal may be 
ccrtified on the warrant of commitment, and she shall remain in the cus­
tody of the officer having the same, to be disposed of as prescribed in 
said sections. If they discharge her, they shall set forth their reasons 
therefor in a warrant of discharge, and any proper officer may return her 
tb the court which committed her, 01' commit her as provided in the altcr­
native sentence. 

SEC. 27. Precepts issued in pursuance of the three preceding sections 
may be executed by any officer who may execute criminal process; and 
the fees of judges, justices and officers are the same as for similar ser­
vices in criminal cases, and shall be audited by the county commissioners 
and paid fr0111 the county treasury. 

SEC. 28. The jUclge or justice before Wh0111 a girl is brought under 
th.is chapter, shall make a brief record of his proceedings, and transmit 
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it vvith all the papers in the case to the clerk of courts for the county, 
who shall file and preserve them in his office. A girl commifted to the 
school may appeal from the order of commitment in the manner and to 
the court provided in case of appeals from trial justices, and the case 
shall be entered, tried and determined in the appellate court. In case of 
appeal, in lieu of any other recognizance, the justice or judge shall 
require the recognizance, in a reasonable sum, of some responsible and 
proper person for the custody, care and nurture of the girl, pending the 
appeal, and for her appearance to abide the final order of the appellate 
court, and in default thereof, may commit her to said industrial school 
until final disposition of the appeal. In such cases, no fees shall be 
required of the appellant for recognizance or copies of papers. 

SE:C. 29. The court or justice by whom a girl is committed shall cer­
tify on the mit,timus, her age, parentage, birthplace, the charge on which 
she is committed, and the city or town where she resided at the time of 
her arrest, so far as he can ascertain such particulars; and this certificate 
shall be (conclusive) evidence of her trlle age nJ/less other'wise proved. 
The expenses of clothing and subsistence of all girls committed to said 
school shall be paid by the state at the saJlle rate as heretofore charged 
to the city or town of her residellce uJ/til otherwise provided for by addi­
tiollal appropriatioll for the support of said school. 

SF,c. 30. The officers of said school shall cause the girls under their 
charge to be instructed in the branches of useful knowledge adapted to 
their age and capacity, and in household employments, needle-work, and 
such other modes of industry as are suited to their sex, age, strength and 
disposition, and best adapted to secure their improvement and future 
welfare; and in binding them out, the trustees shall have regard to the 
character of those to whom they are bound. 

SE:c. 31. vVhoever advises, induces, aids or abets any girl committed 
to the charge or guardianship of said trustees to escape from the school, 
or from the custody of any person to whom such girl has been bound or 
entrusted by said trustees or by their authority, or knowingly harbors or 
secretes any girl who has escaped from said school, or from the custody, 
authority or control of said trustees, or from any person to whom such 
girl has been bound or entrusted by said trustees or by their authority, or 
elopes with any such girl, or without the consent of said trustees marries 
any such girl during the term of her commitment, shall be fined not more 
than one hundred, nor less than fifty dollars, or be imprisoned not exceed­
ing six months; and any girl who has so escaped may be arrested and 
detained, without warrant, by any officer authorized to serve criminal 
precepts, for a reasonable time to enable the principal or a trustee of said 
school, or a person authorized in writing by such principal or trustee and 
provided with the mittimus by which such girl was committed, or a cer­
tified copy thereof, to take such girl for the purpose of returning her to 
said school; but during such detention she shall not be committed to jail. 
and the officer arresting her shall be paid by the state a reasonable com­
pensation for her arrest and keeping. 

SF,c. 32. The trustees shall pay into the state treasury the principal 
St1l11S of the trust funds now held, or which may be held by them, for the! 
benefit of said school. Said funds shall be known by the names now 
attached thereto, or which may be attached by terms of gifts or bequests. 
The treasurer of state shall semi-annually pay to the treasurer of said 
school a sum equal to two and one-half per cent of said amount, to be 
used for the benefit of said school in accordance with the terms of the 
several gifts or bequests, or as the trustees shaH fro111 time to time 
determine. 



HOSPITAL TRUSTEES. 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO BOTH SCHOOLS. 

SEC. 33. Any hospital, infirmary or institution in which patients are 
treated surgically or for disease, which shall receive an appropriation 
from the state, shall, during the year for which such appropriation is 
made, in consideration thereof, receive as a patient therein any person 
committed to and under the control of the state school for boys or indus­
trial school for girls, whom the superintendent of the state school for 
boys or the principal of the industrial school for girls shall certify in 
writing to such institution to be in need of medical or surgical treat­
ment, and shall furnish to such person therein proper food, lodging, 
medicine, surgery, medical attendance and nursing, so long as necessary, 
free of charge. Provided that all rules, regulations, customs and usages 
now existing or hel'eafter created in each such hospital, infirmary or 
institution in regard to admission, dismissal, treatment, conduct and all 
other matters shall apply equally and to the same extent to patients 
received under this section as to other patients at the same hospital, 
infirmary or institution; 1l0thillg in this act to the contrary notwith­
standing. 

Note. As the state school for boys and the industrial school for girls are 
now in charge of One board of trustees, the commissioner suggests that sec­
tions 13, 16 and 18 be amended and made applicable to both schools. 

CHAPTER 145. 

INSTrTU'l'IONS FOR THE INSANE AND FEEBLE MINDED. 

SEC. I. The government of the Augusta state hospital, established at 
Augusta, in the County of Kennebec, and of the Bangor state hospital, 
established at Bangor, in the County of Penobscot, and of the Maine 
school for feeble minded, established at Pownal, in the County of Cum­
berland, is vested in a board of trustees consisting of six men and one 
woman, inhabitants of the state, who shall be appointed by the governor, 
with the advice and consent of the council, from time to time upon the 
expiration of the terms of the members now serving, for terms of four 
years. The board shall be known as "Hospital Trustees." Any vacancy 
occurring during a term shall be filled in like manner for the remainder 
of the unexpired term. Any trustee may be removed at any time by the 
governor and council. ' ~ 

SF-c. 2. They shall have the general care and management of the 
institutions; see that they are conducted according to law, and the by­
la ws for their internal government and economy, which said trustees are 
hereby authorized to establish, not inconsistent with law; hold in trust 
for the state any land, money or other property, granted, bequeathed or 
given to the institutions, or either of them, and apply the same for the 
support, comfort or improvement of the insane, and the general use of 
the institution designated, and have power to bring actions, in the name 
of the treasurer, for all dues to either of the institutions, and to defend 
all suits brought against them. 
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THE INSANE HOSPITALS. 

THE INSANE HOSPITALS. 

SEC. 3. The trustees shall appoint a superintendent, and a steward 
and treasurer, for each hospital, subject to the approV"al, and to hold 
office during the pleasure, of the governor and council; and all other offi­
cers necessary for the efficient and economical mariagement of the busi­
ness of the institutions; and all appointments shall be made according to 
the by-laws. (One of the assistants in each hospital shall be a woman.) 

Note. The paragraph of R. S. c. 116, § 1, relating to salaries at the Augusta state hospital 
"ras n'pl'laled by 1', L. hIOU, c 17~. It'l'ull1 a ca.reIul eX1:l111illutlOll of the repealing It(:t the 
eUllJlnl~SlOllel' IS ill duubt ,,'bethel' it ,vas the illtelltiull of the legislature to l't'pt-"al the 
PI'OViSLOH that one of the assistallts at the Augusta hospital should be a WU1UUll. He has 
therefore iw,ertetl the abuve sentence III brackets to call the attention of the legislature 
to the subject. . 

SEC. 4. There shall be a thorough examination of each hospital 
monthly by two of the trustees; quarterly by three; and annually by a 
maj ority of the full board; and at any other time when they deem it 
necessary, or the superintendent requests it. At each visit a written 
account of the state of the institution visited shall be dra'.vn up by the 
visitors, recorded and presented at the annual meeting of the trustees; 
at which meeting they, with the superintendent, shall make a particular 
examination into the condition of each patient, including patients com­
mitted while under sentence in the state prison or either of the county 
jails, and discharge anyone so far restored that his comfort and safety, 
and that of the public, no longer require his confinement; and they may 
transfer to the care and custody of his relatives and friends applying 
therefor, on conditions to be fixed by the superintendent and trustees, 
any snch patient not held under sentence whom they are satisfied will be 
properly cared for by the person making such application. Their 
accounts shall be audited by (the state auditor, and) the governor and 
council, who shall draw warrants on the treasurer of state for the 
amount due them and the other officers of the institution, except attend­
ants on the patients and laborers on the premises, and for all money 
appropriated by the legislature for the insane hospitals. 

SEC,S. The trustees may transfer any patients from one hospital to 
the other, whenever, in their judgment the welfare of the patients or of 
either institution will be promoted thereby. A copy of the certificate of 
commitment certified by the superintendent of the hospital in which said 
patient has been confined, with a certificate signed by the secretary of the 
trustees, showing that such transfer has been voted by the trustees, shall 
authorize the superintendent of the hospital to which such patient is 
transferred to receive and detain him in custody in the same manner as 
if he had originally been committed to such institution. The expense 
attending such transfer shall be paid .out of the funds of the hospital 
receiving sllch patient and shall be a charge upon the person liable for 
the board of such patient, and if the board of such patient is paid by 
the state the expense of such transfer shall be paid by the state ant of 
the appropriation for illsalle state beneficiaries. 

SEC. 6. The trustees may transfer feeble minded persons, supported 
entirely at public expense, who are now or may be hereafter in either 
insane hospital, to the j\IIaine school for feeble minded, whenever in their 
judgment the welfare of the patients transferred will be promoted there­
by. A copy of the certificate of commitment to the hospital in which 
said patient has been confined, certified by the superintendent of sllch 
hospital, together with a certificate of the superintendent declaring said 
patient to be feeble minded and not insane, and a certificate signed by 
the secretary of the trustees of said hospital showing such transfer has 
been voted by the trustees, shall authorize the superintendent of the 
Maine school for feeble minded to receive and detain such patient in cus-
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tody in the same manner as if he had originally been committed to such 
institution, and the expense of such transfer shall be paid by the state. 

SEc. 7. The trustees, at their lle.1't meeting after the e.vpiration of 
each quarter, shall (state auditor shall quarterly) examine carefully the 
books and vouchers of the steward and treasurer of each hospital, audit 
his accounts and submit the same immediately thereafter to the governor 
and council for their approval, before such accounts shall be settled; and 
the governor and council shall, from time to time, inquire into the COI;­

dition and management of the financial affairs of the institutions, and 
make such changes as they deem judicious, in the mode and amount of 
expenditures and the general administration of their financial affairs. 

It the sugges tion is adoptel1, § 7 should follow § 14. 
~'he commissiuIlt:'l' understands that the proposed an1611c1mcnt wili nlake the section 

eUllfurll~ tu the pra.ctlce of the autlitor'~ office. 

SEC. 8. They (The trustees) shall hold an annual meeting on the 
first day of December, at which a full and detailed report shall be made, 
containing a particular statement of the condition, concerns and wants 
of the hospitals; and this report, and the reports of the superintendents 
and stewards, shall be made up to the first day of December, and be laid 
before the governor and council at that time, for the 1(se of the goverll­
ment. 

DuTIES OF SUPERIN'I'ENDENTS AND STEWARDS. 

SEC. 9. The superintendent of each hospital shall be a physician; 
reside constantly at the hospital; have general superintendence of the 
hospital and grounds; receive all patients legally sent to the hospital, 
unless the number exceeds its accommodations, and have charge of 
them, and direction of all persons therein, subj ect to. the' regulations of 
the board of trustees; and annually on the last day of November, report 
to the trustees the condition and prospects of the institution under his 
charge, with such remarks and suggestions' relative to its management 
and the general subJect of insanity, as he thinks will promote the cause 
of science and humanity. (a) 

SEC. 10. The superintendents shall apportion the number of patients 
who can be accommodated in the hospitals among the towns, according 
to their population by the last census; and when applications for admis­
sion exceed or are liable to exceed that number of patients, they shall 
give preference to those from towns that have not their full proportion 
of patients in the hospital, and may reject others. 

SIlC. 11. The superintendent of each hospital shall keep posted, in 
conspicuous places about the hospital under his charge, printed cards 
containing the rules prescribed fOl' the government of the attendants in 
charge of the patients. 

SEC. 12. vVhen it appears that any such attendant treats a patient 
with injustice or inhumanity, he shall immediately be discharged. vVhen 
the superintendent is satisfied that any attendant abuses or ill treats an 
inma te of the hospital, he shall discharge him at once, and make com­
plaint of such abuse or ill treatment before the proper court; and such 
attendant, on conviction, shall be fined not less than one hundred, nor 
more than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more than ninety days. 

SIlc. 13. The trustees may, subject to the approval of the governor 
and council, appoint a treasurer for either of the insane hospitals, other 
than the steward of either hospital, and mav fix the salarv of said treas­
urer. The treasurer shall give bond to the'trustees, in sL~ch amount and 
with such sureties as they deem sufticient for the safe keeping and proper 
disbursement of the funds of the institution at which he is located; per­
form such other duties as the trustees direct; and annually make a 
detailed report to them of his receipts and expenditures and of the finan­
cial affairs of the institution. 

Ca) Staff of insane hospitals may conduct autopsies upon unclaimed 
bodies, c. 17, § 3. 
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SEC. 14. (vVhenever a treasurer is not appointed under the preceding 
section,) The steward of each hospital shall be treasurer; give bond to 
the trustees, in snch amount and with such sureties as they deem suffi­
cient, for the safe keeping and proper disbursement of the funds of the 
institution at which he is located; under the advice and direction of the 
superintendent and of the trustees, make all necessary purchases of sup­
plies and provisions; hire attendants and other laborers; see to the 
proper cultivation of the farm and grounds; have a careful oversight of 
the p:ltients when employed thereon; perform such other duties as the 
trustees direct; and annually make a detailed report to them of his 
receipts and expenditures, and of the financial affairs of the institution. 

SEC. IS. The compensation of the sltperillteJldent, and of the treaS1trer 
alld steward. of the Bangor state hospital, and of all other officers and 
employees of both hospitals, whose salaries are not established by law, 
shall be fixed by the trustees, subject to the approval of the governor 
and council. 

COMMITMENT OF THE INSANE. 

SEC. 16. Parents and guardians of insane minors, if of sufficient 
ability to support them there, shall, within thirty days after an attack of 
insanity, without legal examination, send them to one of said hospitals 
and give to the treasurer thereof the bond required; or they may send 
them to some other hospital for the insane, within said period. 

SEC. 17. Insane persons, not thus sent to any hospital, shaH be subject 
to examination as hereinafter provided. The municipal officers of towns 
shall constitute a board of examiners, and on complaint in writing of any 
blood-relative, husband or \-vife of said aHeged insane person, or of any 
justice of the peace, they shaH immediately inquire into the condition of 
any person in said town aHeged to be insane; shall appoint a time and 
place for a hearing by them of the aHegations of, said complaint, and 
shall cause to be given in hand to the person so aHeged to be insane, at 
least twenty-four hours prior to the time of said hearing, a true copy of 
said complaint, together with a notice of the time and place of said hear­
ing and that he has the right and wiH be given opportunity then and 
there to be heard in the matter; shaH caH before them all testimony neces­
sary for a fuH understanding of the case; and if they think such person 
insane, and that his comfort and safety, or that of others interested, wiH 
thereby be promoted, they shaH forthwith send him either to the 111 aine 
illsallc hospital or to the Eastern 111 aine insane hospital, (to one of the 
insane hospitals,) with a certificate stating the fact of his insanity, and 
the town in which he resided or was found at the time of examination, 
and directing the superintendent to receive and detain him until he is 
restored or discharged by law, or by the superintendent or trustees. 
They shaH keep a recoru of their doings, and furnish a copy to any inter­
ested person requesting and paying for it. (a) 

SEC. 18. In all cases of preliminary proceedings for the commitment 
of any person to the hospital, to establish the fact of the insanity of the 
person to whom insanity is imputed, the evidence of at least two repu­
table physicians given by them under oath before the board of examiners 
shall be required, together with a certificate signed by such physicians 
and fIled with said board, that in their opinion such person is insane, such 
evidence and certificate to be based upon due inquiry and personai' exam­
ination of the person to whom insanity is imputed; and a certified copy 
of '.he physicians' certificate shall accompany the papers of commitment 
of the insane person to the hospital. 

(a) 53 Me., 129, 445; 63 Me., 501; 69 :Me., 69; 70 Me., 443; 71 Me., 
537; 72 Me., 216, 493; 101 Me., 260; 107 Me., 340. 
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SI~C. 19. liVhen a woman is committed to either of the insane hos­
pitals, the officers committing her shall, unless she is to be accompanied 
by a father, husband, brother or son, designate a woman to be an attend­
ant or one of the attendants to accompany her thereto. 

SEC. 20. The officers ordering the commitment of a person unable to 
Fay for his support, or becoming unable to pay fOI' his support after com­
mitment, or their successors, (or) any like officer with (like) power to 
commit, shall in writing certify that fact to the trustees and that he has 
no relatives liable and of sufficient ability to pay for his support, and 
such certificate shall be sufficient evidence in the first instance to charge 
the town where the insane resided or was found at the time of his arrest 
fo1' the expenses of his examination and commitment, and to charge the 
state for the expenses of his support in the hospital, and the treasurer of 
the hospital shall charge to the state the reasonable exp~nse of his sup­
port which shall be paid from the state treasury upon itemized bills 
therefor audited (by the state auditor) and approved by the governor 
and council, until otherwise pr07Jided for by appropriation made for that 
f'urpose. 

SEC. 2I. The trustees may, in their discretion, investigate, or cause 
to be investigated, the allegations contained in any certificate provided 
for in the preceding section and if such investigation discloses the fact 
that any person or 11l1t/1icipality was, or may be, lawfully liable for the 
support of the insane person mentioned in any such certificate, the 
trustees shall collect, by action in the name of the state, if necessary, all 
sums which have been paid by the state to the hospital for board of such 
insane person from the person or municipality lawfully liable as afore­
said to pay for the support of such insane person, and thereafter the 
state shall not be required to pay to said hospital the sum mentioned in 
said section so long as the liability of any person or municipality to sup­
port such insane person may lawfully exist. All moneys collected 
under the provisions of this section shall be forthwith turned over to the 
treasurer of state, who shall receipt for the same; and the expenses of 
the collectIon of said moneys shall be charged against and paid out of 
any sums so collected and turned over; all bills for such expenses shall 
be audited by the state auditor and paid out of the state treasury upon 
the certificate of the state auditor. 

SEC. 22. If the municipal officers neglect or refuse, for three days 
after complaint is made to them to examine and decide any case of insan­
ity in their town, complaint may be made by any blood-relative, husband 
or wife of said alleged insane person, or by any justice of the peace, to 
two justices of the peace; and the two justices to whom such application 
is made shall immediately inquire into the condition of such alleged 
insane person and shall proceed in the manner provided in section 
seventeen. 

SEC. 23. Such justices shall keep a record of their doings and furnish 
a copy thereof to any person interested requesting and paying for it; they 
shall be entitled to the same fees as for a criminal examination, to be 
paid by the person or corporation liable in the first instance for the sup­
port of the insane person in the hospital. 

SEC. 24. liVhen such justices order a commitment to a hospital, the 
municipal officers of the town where the insane resides, or such other 
person as the justices direct, shal1 cause such order to be complied with 
forthwith at the expense of the town; and after such commitment is 
made, the justices shall decide and certify the expenses thereof. 

SEC. 25. The judges of probate in the several counties shal1 likewise 
have jurisdiction to examine insane persons not included in section six­
teen, and upon complaint in writing of any blood relative, husband or 
wife, of said alleged insane perso~1, or of any justice of the peace, accom­
panied by the certificate of some reputable physician stating that in his 
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opinion such person is insane, may immediately appoint a time and place 
for hearing, within the town or city in which said person resides or is 
found; and shall cause to be given in hand to the person so alleged to 
be insane, at least twenty-four hours prior to the time appointed for said 
hearing, a copy of said complaint attested by the register of probate of 
the county in which said hearing is to be held, together with a notice of 
the time and place of said hearing, and that he has a right and will be 
given opportunity there and then to be heard in the matter, and a like 
copy of said complaint and of saiclnotice of hearing shall be served upon 
the clerk of the town in which said person resides or is found. Nothing 
herein contained shall require a judge of probate to appoint a hearing 
for the purpose of this section in any town other than the shire town ot 
the county or the town in which said person resides. 

The judge of probate before whom the hearing is held, shall have 
authority to summon such witnesses as shall be necessary for the full 
understanding of the case; and if he shall decide that such person is 
insane, and that his comfort and safety, or that of others interested will 
thereby be promoted, he shall forthwith send him to the 111 aine insa·ne 
hospital, 01' the eastern Maine ,insalle hospital, (one of the insane hos­
pitals,) with a certificate stating the fact of his insanity and the town in 
which he resided or was found at the time of the examination, and direct­
ing the superintendent to receive and detain him until he is restored or 
discharged by law or by the superintendent or trustees. The register shall 
keep a record of the doings in each case and furnish a copy to any inter­
ested person requesting and paying for it. 

SEC. 26. Excepting sections sixteen and seventeen, all other sections 
of this chapter, relating to the commitment, expense of supporting and 
discharge of the insane, shall also apply to commitments uncleI' the pre­
ceding section. The register of probate shall be entitled to reasonable 
fees for each paper, or copy thereof, made by him under such proceed­
ings for commitment, and unless the relatives of the person alleged to be 
insane are liable and of sufficient ability to pay the same together with 
all witness fees in the case, and the expenses of such cominitment are 
not otherwise met, the amount of such fees shall be made up by the 
register, and approved by the judge of probate before whom the hearing 
is held, and certified to the treasurer of the town in which the person 
resides or is found, who shall pay the amount so certified. 

SEC. 27. The municipal officers or the judge of probate first taking 
jurisdiction of a complaint referred to in sections seventeen and twenty­
five hereof, shall have exclusive jurisdiction in the matter until such com­
plaint is finally disposed of. 1;1 case of refusal to commit by one of 
said tribunals after notice and hearing, no complaint shall be made to 
the other tribunal with reference to the same person within thirty days 
after such decision is recorded; and only after application to each of 
said tribunals and neglect or refusal for three days on the part of each 
to act, shall proceedings under section twenty-two of this chapter be 
taken. 

Note. Commitment of persons suffering from use of drugs, c. 18, § § 123-125. 

EXPENSES OIl SUPPORTING THE INSANE AT 'l'BE HOSPlTAL. 

SEC, 28. The certificate of commitment to the hospital after a legal 
examination, is sufficient evidence, in the first instance, to charge the 
town where the insane resided, or was found at the time of his arrest, 
for the expenses of his examination and commitment to the hospital; 
and when his friends or others file a bond with the treasurer of the hos­
pital in which he is confined the state shall not be liable for his support, 
unless new action is had by reason of the inability of the patient or his 
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friends longer to support him; and such action may be had in the same 
manner, and before the same tribunal, as if he had never been admitted 
to the hospital. 

S~c. 29. The jJerson liable for support of a person when lawf1tlly 
committed to a hospital, is liable therefor, and for the e.'t:pellses of his 
re11l0val, 'when 1tlllawflllly committed and removed as provided in section 
tell; but the e:rpellses of sllch rellloval shall not e.'t:ceed ten cents a mile 
from the hospital to the place of commitment. 

(Sec. 10 was repealed by P. L. 1907, c. 100, § 2.) 

SEC. 30. Any town thus made chargeable for the expenses of exam­
ination anel commitment in the first instance, and paying for the examina­
tion of the insane and his commitment to a hospital, may recover the 
amount paid, from the insane, if able, or from persons legally liable for 
his support, .01' from the town where his legal settlement is, as if incurred 
for the expense of a pauper, but if he has no legal settlement in the state, 
such expenses shall be refunded by the state, and the governor and conn­
cil (state auditor) shall audit all such claims and (the governor and 
council shall) draw their \\Tarrant on the treasurer therefor. All bills 
for expenses so incurred and chargeable to the state, shall be filed with 
the governor and council within three months after the same are con­
tracted, and no such bills shall be allowed unless they are filed with the 
governor and council within sixty days after the thirty-first day of 
December of the year in which they are incurred. No insane person 
shall suffer any of the disabilities of pauperism nor be deemed a pauper, 
by reason of such support. But the time during which the insane person 
is so supported shall not be included in the period of residence necessary 
to change his settlement. (a) 

SEc. 31. The state may recover from the insane, if able, or from per­
sons legally liable for his support, the reasonable expenses of his support 
in the insane hospital. 

DISCHARGE OF 'fHE INSAN~. 

SEC. 32. A friend, guardian or relative, liable for the support of a 
patient who has been in either hospital for six months, not committed by 
order of the supreme judicial court nor afflicted with homicidal insanity, 
thinking that he is unreasonably detained, may apply to the municipal 
officers of the town where the insane resides, and they shall 1l1quire into 
the case, and summon before them any proper testimony, and their 
decision and order shall be binding on the parties. They shall tax legal 
costs and decide who shall pay them. If such application is unsuccess­
ful, it shall not be made again until the expiration of anoth_er six months. 

S~c. 33. \\Then the overseers of the poor of a town, liable for the 
expenses of examination of a patient and his commitment to either hos­
pital, are notified by mail by the superintendent, that he has recovered 
from his insanity, they shall cause him to be removed to their town; and 
if they neglect it for fifteen days, the superintendent shall cause it to be 
done at the expense of such town. 

SEc. 34. \\Then a patient is discharged from either hospital by the 
trustees, under section four, they shall cause the selectmen of the town, 
or the mayor of the city, from which such patient was received, to be 
immediately notified by mail, and on receipt of such notice said town or 
city shall cause such patient to be forthwith removed thereto; and if they 
neglect such removal for thirty days thereafter, such patient may be 

(a) 53 Me., 129, 445; 63 Me., 501; 69 Me., 69; 70 Me., 443; 71 Me., 
537; 72 ·Me., 216, 493; 90 lVIe., 219; 96 Me., 371 ; 101 Me., 263; 103 Me., 
501. 
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removed to said town or city by the trustees, or their order; and the 
superintendent may maintain an action in his own name, against such 
city or town, for the recovery of all expenses necessarily incurred in the 
removal of such patient. 

SEC. 35. The preceding section does not apply to towns having less 
than two hundred inhabitants, but all insane persons found, and having 
their residence in such towns, who have no settlement within any tOWll 
in the state, and have no means of their own for support, or are without 
relatives able and liable to support them, shall be supported in the hos­
pital at the expense of the state. 

SEC. 36. The superintendent of either hospital may permit 'any inmate 
thereof to leave such institution, temporarily, in charge of his guardian, 
relatives, friends, or by himself for a period not exceeding six months, 
and may receive him when returned by any such guardian, relatives, 
friends, or upon his own application within such period, without any 
further order of commitment, and the liability of the state, or of any 
person by bond given for the care, support and treatment of such insane 
person as originally committed, shall remain in full force and unimpaired 
upon the return of such person as if he had remained continuously in 
such hospital. 

SPECIAl, VISITATION BY A COiVIlIUTTEE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR. 

SEC. 37. A committee of the conncil consisting of two, with whom 
shall be associated one woman, shall be appointed by the governor annu­
ally, who shall visit both hospitals at their discretion, to ascertain if the 
inmates thereof are humanely treated, and they shall promptly report 
every instance of abuse or ill treatment,' to the trustees and superin­
tendent of the hospital, who shall take notice thereof, and cause the 
offender to be punished as required by section twelve. 

SEC. 38. If wilful inj ury is inflicted by an officer, attendant or em­
ployee of either hospital upon the person of any patient and knowledge 
thereof comes to said committee of visitors, they shall report the fact 
immediately to said trustees and to the superintendent of the hospital 
wheloe such inj ury was committed, and if the superintendent fails forth­
with to complain thereof as required by section twelve, one of said vis­
itors shall enter a complaint before the proper court. In trials for such 
offenses, the statement of any patient cognizant thereof, shall be taken 
and considered for what it is worth; and no one connected with the hos­
pital shall sit upon the jury trying the case. 

SEC. 39. In case of the sudden death of a patient in either hospital 
under circumstances of reasonable suspicion, a coroner's inquest shall be 
held as in other cases, and the committee of visitors shall cause a coroner 
to be immediately notified for that purpose. 

SEC. 40. If the committee of visitors becomes satisfied that an inmate 
of either hospital has been unnecessarily and wrongfully committed, or is 
unnecessarily detained and held as a patient therein, they shall apply to 
some judge of the supreme judicial court, or to the judge of the superior 
court or court of probate within the county where the restraint exists 
for a writ of habeas corpus, who shall issue the same, and cause such 
inmate to be brought before him, and after notice to the party procuring 
his commitment and a hearing of all interested in the question at issue, 
if satisfied that such inmate is not a proper subject for custody and treat- . 
ment in the hospital, he shall discharge him from the hospital and restore 
him to liberty. But this section does not apply to the case of any person 
charged with, or convicted of crime, and committed to the hospital by 
order of court. 



THIt INSANIt HOSPITALS. 

Sltc. 41. The names of the committee of visitors and the post office 
address of each shall be kept posted in every ward of each hospital, and 
every inmate shall be allowed to write when and whatever he pleases 
to them or either of them, unless otherwise ordered by a maj ority of the 
committee in writing, which order shall continue in force until counter­
manded in writing by said committee. For this purpose, every patient, 
if not otherwise ordered as aforesaid, shall be furnished by the superin­
tendent, on request, with suitable materials for writing, enclosing and 
sealing letters. The superintendent shall provide at the expense of the 
state, securely locked letter boxes, easily accessible to all inmates, to be 
placed in each hospital, into which such letters can be dropped by the 
writer. No officer, attendant or employee of either hospital shall have 
the nieans of reaching the contents of these boxes, but the letters in 
them shall be collected weekly by some member of the committee, or by 
such person as the committee authorize for the purpose, who shall prepay 
such only as are addressed to some one of the committee, and deposit 
them in the post office without delay. 

Sltc. 42. The superintendent, or party having charge of any patient, 
shall deliver to him any letter or writing to him directed, without open­
ing or reading the same, provided, that such letter has been forwarded 
by the committee, or is directed to such persons as the committee have 
authorized to send or to receive letters without the committee's inspection. 

Sltc. 43. Each hospital shall be visited as often as once in every 
month by at least one member of the committee, and this visit shall be 
made at irregular, and not at stated periods; no previous l10tice, infornla­
tioll, or intimation thereof shall be given or allowed to the superintend­
ent, or any officer, attendant or employee of the hospital, but so far as 
possible all visits shall be made unexpectedly to the superintendent and 
all others having the care of the hospital and its inmates; and in no case 
shall the committee, when making their visits through the wards, be 
accompanied by any officer or employee of. the hospital, except upon the 
special request of some one of the committee. 

S1\c. 44. The committee of visitors shall make report to the governor 
and council 011 the first day of December annually, and as much oftener 
as the welfare of the patients or the public good requires, setting forth 
their doings and any facts with regard to the hospitals which they deem 
important. The accounts of the members of said committee, including a 
reasonable sum for the letter carrier pro\Tic1ed for in section forty-one, 
shall be audited by the (state auditor, and the) governor and counqil 
who shall draw their warrant on the treasurer of state for the amount 
found due. 

S1\c. 45. Any person neglecting to perform the duties imposed upon 
him by this chapter is removable from office by Jhe authority from whom 
he received his appointment, and if removed, is forever ineligible to office 
or place in the hospital. 

Sltc. 46. vVhenever the superintendent of either hospital is in doubt 
as to the legality of the commitment of any person, now 01' hereafter 
committed to the hospital of which he is superintendent, he may apply in 
writing to the judge of the municipal or police court of the city where 
such pel'son is then detained under such commitment, stating therein the 
material facts connected therewith and annexing thereto copies of all 
papers under which such person is so detained, with a prayer that the 
condition of such person may be inquired into and such decree made as 
to his commitment as justice may require. 
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'I'HE SCHOOl, FOR FEEBI,E MINDED. 

SEC. 47. Such judge shall thereupon appoint a time and place for a 
hearing by him of the allegations of such application; shall cause to be 
given in hand to the Iierson so alleged to be insane, at least twenty-four 
hours prior to the time of said hearing, a true copy of said application to­
gether with a notice of the time and place of said hearing and that )1e has 
a right and will be given opportunity then and thei'e to be heard in the 
matter; shall call before him all testimony necessary for a full under­
standing of the case; shall personally examine and interview such person 
whether he shall or shall not appear at stich hearing; shall require and 
receive the evidence of at least two reputable physicians, not in the em­
ploy of either hospital to be given under oath before such judge together 
with a certificate signed by such physicians and filed with such judge that 
in their opinion, such person is insane, such evidence and certificate to 
be based upon due inquiry and personal examination of the person to 
whom insanity is imputed; and if such judge thinks such person insane 
and that his comfort and safety, or that of others interested, will thereby 
be promoted, he shall forthwith commit him to that insane hospital the 
superintendent of which made said application, with a certificate stating 
the fact of his insanity, and the town in "which he resided or was found 
at the time of the examination. referred to in the original papers of com­
mitment annexed to the foregoing application, and directing the superin­
tendent to receive and detain him until he is restored or discharged by 
law, or by the superintendent or tnistees. A certified copy of the physi'­
cians' certificate shall accompany said order of commitment made here­
under. Such judge shall keep a record of his doings and furnish a copy 
to any interested person requesting and paying for it. 

SEC. 48. All the fees, costs and expenses incident to any such hearing 
shall be taxed by such judge, and audited (by the state auditor) and 
allowed by the governor and council who shall include therein a reason­
able compensation for such judge. Payment thereof shall be made from 
any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Note. Act accepting Kennebec Arsenal for 'Ises of Augusta state hospital." 
P. L. 1905. c. 175. 

Resolve accepting "Vidow's Island. in Penobscot Bay. and authorizing its use 
as a summer home for patients of the insane hospitals. 1905. c. 161; act placillg 
island under control of trustees of the insane hospistals. P. L. 1905. c. 176; 
name changed to Chase Island. P. & S. L. 1907. c. 179. 

Resolve accepting gift from Han. Frederick Robie. for benefit of inmates of 
the insane hospitals. 1911. c. 159. 

MAINE SCHOOl, l"OR FEEI3l,E MINDED. 

SEC. 49. The Hospital Trustees shall have the general management 
and supervision of the Maine school for feeble minded, established at 
Pownal, in the County of Cumberland, for the care and education of 
idiotic and feeble minded persons of the age of six years and upwards. 
All such feeble minded persons supported by towns in the state, who, in 
the judgment of the municipal officers of towns or of the state board of 
charities and corrections are capable of being benefited by school instruc­
tion, shall be committed to this institution. The trustees may make all 
necessary rules and regulations as to admission to said institution and 
for the government and control of said institution and its inmates, and 
do everything necessary to properly care for and educate the feeble minded 
of the state. One or more of said trustees shall visit said school as often 
as once each month, and the board of trustees shall annua"ITy on or before 
the first day of October of each year furnish a report to the governor and 
council, containing a history of the school for the year and a complete 
statement of all accounts, and of all funds, general and special, appro­
priated or belonging to said school, with a detailed statement of dis­
bursements. 



TH-e SCHOOL FOR I1-e-eBI,-e 11'1INn-en. 

S-ec. SO. All indigent and destitute persons in this state, who are 
proper subjects for said school, and have no parents, kinsmen or guardian 
able to provide for them, may be admitted as state charges and all other 
persons in this state, who are proper subjects for said school, when par­
ents, kinsmen or guardian bound by the law to support such persons are 
able to pay, shall pay such SU111 for care, education and maintenance of 
such persons as the trustees shaH determine, and such persons from other 
states having no such institution or similar school may be received into 
such school when there is room for them without excluding state charges, 
at a cost to such person or those who are legally responsible for their 
maintenance, of not less than three dollars and twenty-five cents per 
week. 

S-ee. 51. 
trustees 0 f 

The governor shall be, ex-officio, a member of the board of 
said school and shall annually visit said school. 

(This section was not in terms repealed by P. L. 1911, c. 197, but seems in­
consistent with that act.) 

S-ec. 52. vVhenever it is made to appear, upon application to the judge 
of probate for any county and after due notice and a proper hearing, that 
any person resident in said county, or any inmate of the :Maine industrial 
school for girls, the state school for boys, the Bath military and naval 
orphan asylum, or any person supported by any town, is a fit subject for 
the Maine school for feeble minded, such judge may commit such person 
to said school by an order of commitment directed to the (Hospital 
Trustees) trustees of said school for feeble minded accompanied by a 
certificate of two physicians who are graduates of some legally organized 
medical college and have practiced three years in this state, that such a 
person is a proper subject for said institution. vVhenever, upon such 
application, there is occasion for the judge of probate to attend a hearing 
on days other than days fixed as the regular day for holding the probate 
court, said judge of probate shall be allowed five dollars per day for his 
services and expenses, which shall be paid by the county treasurer upon 
the certificate of the county commissioners. 

S-ee. 53. Any order of committal under the preceding section shall be 
sub j ect to appeal in the same manner, by the same persons and to the 
same extent, that decrees of the judge of probate appointing guardians 
over persons alleged to be insane or incompetent or spendthrift, and no 
committal under said section shall bar habeas corpus p.roceedings, but the 
court upon habeas corpus proceedings may confirm the order of commit­
ment whenever justice requires. Any inmate of the school may be dis­
charged by any three of the trustees or by a justice of the supreme 
judicial court, or of either superior court, whenever a further detention in 
such school in their opinion is unnecessary; but any person so discharged 
who was under sentence of imprisonment at the time of his commitment, 
the period of which shall not have expired, shall be committed or 
remandecl to prison for such unexpired time. 

SIte. 54. Feeble minded persons shall be admitted to the institution 
in the following order: first, feeble minded persons who are now in 
public institutions supported entirely at public expense; second, feeble 
minded persons in public institutions not supported as aforesaid; third, 
feeble minded persons who are not in any institution of the state, who 
have no parents, kinsmen or guardian able to provide for them, or who 
are committed by a judge of probate; fourth, those residing within the 
state whose parents, kinsmen or guardian bound by law to support such 
persons are able to pay; fifth, persons of other states whose parents, 
kinsmen or guardian are wining to pay. 

Note. Trespass on lands used for school for feeble minded punished, c. 129. 
§ 16. . 

Note. The commissioner calls the attention of the legislature to the ab­
sence of an~r pI\ovision ltllposing a penalty for aiding or abetting any inlnatc 
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BOARD OF CHARITIES AND CORRECTIONS. 

of the School for Feeble lHinded to escape therefrom, or enticing away any 
innlate or harboring' any ilul1ate after he has escaped. 

A case of this kind has recently come to the attention of the commissioner. 
It would seem that public safety will be promoted by the enactment of a 
scction relating to the School for Feeble Minded similar to the provisions re­
lating to the State School for Boys and the Maine Industrial School for Girls, 
found in chapter 144, § § 15 and 31. 

CHA.PTER 146. 

STATE BOARD OF CHARITIES AND CORRECTIONS. 

SEC. I. The state board of charities and corrections, as heretofore 
established, shall consist of five persons, at least one of whom shall be 
a woman, appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of the 
council, from time to time upon the t;xpiration of the terms of the mem­
bers now serving, for terms of five years. Any vacancy occurring dur­
ing a term shall be filled in like manner for the remainder of the unex­
pired term. The board shall be non-partisan politically. The members 
shall serve without compensation, except their traveling and other neces­
sary expenses, which shall be audited by the state auditor, and paid by 
the treasurer of state upon the .certificate of the state auditor as provided 
by law. Regular meetings of the board shall be held quarterly, or 
oftener, if required, and a. suitable room shall be provided in the state 
house for its use. The board may elect a president, appoint a secretary 
and agents, all subject to approval and removal by the governor, and 
make such rules and orders for the regulation of its proceedings as it 
may deem necessary. All rules and regulations governing the adminis­
tration of state institutions must be approved by the state board, and no 
superintendent, agent or other under-official shall have any discretionary 
power to change such rules and regulations. 

N ate. The commissioner calls attention to the fact that this imperative pro­
vision practically supersedes the authority of the governor and council, or?,-t 
least creates a co-ordinate authority, in many important cases. See c. 142, 
~ 11, as to the state prison; c. 144, §§ 2, 10, 19, as to state juveniJ" institu­
tions. But the authority of the board over rules and regulations does not 
seem to ex lend to work-houses and houses of correction. See c. 143, § § 3, 8. 

SEC. 2. The board shall appoint a secretary, not of their own num­
ber, who shall have been a resident of the state for at least five years, 
and shall be qualified by special knowledge and experience in charitable, 
correctional and institutional work; he shall receive for his services, in 
addition to his traveling and other necessary expenses, such salary as 
Inay be agreed upon by the board, with the adzlice aJ1d consellt (approval) 
of the governor and council. The accounts of such secretary for his 
tra veling and other necessary expenses shall be approved by the board, 
audited by the state auditor and, together ~with the salary of such secre­
tary, not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars shall be paid out of the 
state treasury upon the certificate of the state auditor. The expenses of 
the board and the salary and expense of the secretary or of any agent 
employed by the board not exceeding in all the sum of six thousand dol­
lars shal1 be paid pro rata by all institutions coming within the scope of 
this chapter, which receive state aid, in the following manner, viz: each 
of such institutions shall pay such proportion of said total expenses for 
anv one vear as its own appropriation for that year bears to the total 
an~ount a"ppropriated for that year for the benefit of all such institutions. 



BOARD OF CHARITIEs AND CORRECTIONS. 

SEC. 3. The board shall investigate and inspect the whole .system of 
public charities and correctional institutions in the state and the work 
of any department of the same, examine into the condition and man­
agement of all prisons, j ails, reform schools, industrial schools of a char­
itable or correctional nature, children's homes, hospitals, sanatoriums, 
almshouses, orphanages, hospitals for the insane, schools or homes for 
feeble-minded and anv and all other institutions of such nature which 
derive their support \~'holly or in part frOI11 state, county or municipal 
appropriations, but not including any institution of a purely educational 
or industrial nature; any private institution of a ch~ritable or. correc­
tional nature may upon application and request in writing made to the 
secretary of the board, be included in the list of institutions under the 
inspection of said board and become subject to the provisions of this 
chapter. The officers in charge of all institutions of a charitable or cor­
rectional nature under the inspection of the board, and local boards or 
committees having any powers or duties relative to the management ot 
the same, and those who are in any way responsible for the administra­
tion of public funds used for the relief or maintenance of the poor, shall 
furnish to the board or its secretary such information and statistics as 
may be demanded. The board may prescribe such forms, not incon­
sistent with those otherwise prescribed by law, as it may deem necessary 
to secure uniformity and accuracy in the statements of the several insti­
tutions and officials reporting. The board in its discretion, with the 
kllO'lCllc,dge alld consent of the goverllor, may at any time make an in­
vestigation of the management of any charitable, reformatory, penal or 
other institution lIlade subject to its supervision by the terllls of this 
chapter; and when authorized by the governor and council, the board 
shall lnmaking such investigation have POWI'I' (authority) to summon 
witnesses and demand the production of papers and documents material 
as evidence, and to compel the attendance of such witnesses and the pro­
dnction of such papers and documents by punishment for contempt in 
case of wilful failure, neglect or refusal to attend on the part of any 
person summoned as a witness. or to produce such papers or documents 
when ordered by the board, and shall have ['ower (authority) to adminis­
ter oaths and affirmations; the report of such investigations, with the 
testimony and conclusions of the board thereon, shall be made to the gov­
ernor and council and may be submitted by them with their recommenda­
tions, to the legislature. 

SEC. 4. Each institution under the inspection of the board shall be vis­
ited at least once each year by a member of the board or by the secretary 
of the board or an authorized agent employed by the board for that pur­
pose, and as much oftener as may be found expedient, and at such times 
said visiting member or secretary shall consult with the officers of such 
institutions and make such recommendations and suggestions as to the 
management thereof as may seem advisable; the board as a whole shall, 
whenever it seems to be necessary, formally recommend to the trustees or 
boards of management of any such institution or of any department of 
public charities or corrections such course of action in the conduct of said 
institution or department as the board shall deem best. The board shall 
also give to the governor, or governor and council, or to the legislature 
or any committee thereof, at any time upon their request, or when the 
board sll<! II deem it necessary, information and advice with reference to 
any charitable or correctional institutions which the board is required by 
this chapter to inspect or investigate, or as to which it is required to col­
lect information or statistics; p1'0'['ided, however, that before any report 
shall be made by the board to the governor and council, or to the legis­
lature, recol1lmending any change in the policy or management of any 
institution, reasonable notice thereof shall be given to the trustees or 
boards of management of the same. 
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BOARD OF CHARITIJ<;S AND CORRECTIONS. 

SEC. 5 .. Any minor child who shall come in any way under the inspec­
tion or supervision of the state board, when placed in a family, shall be 
placed in a family of the same religious faith as that of the parents or 
surviving parent of such child, where a suitable family of such faith can 
be found willing to take such child. Any written promise made to either 
parent in such matter shall be faithfully carried out by the board. 

I f such family cannot be found, then such child shall be placed in an 
institution maintained for children of such faith. In case no institution 
of such faith exists in this state or is able to take such child, then it may 
be placed in such institution as may be approved by the board until such 
a family has been secured; provided. however, that if the parents of such 
child are of different religious faiths, or the faith of its parents cannot 
for any reason be ascertained, such child shall be placer! in a family or 
instituion of that religious faith in which such child has been rea red and 
educated, but whcre no such family or institution can be found to take 
such child, then in some institution approved by said board until such 
family or institution can be found. 

No child when placed in any home or institution shall be denied the 
opportunity of attending the religious worship or exercising the religious 
belief of its parents or surviving parent Qr in which it was reared and 
educated. 

SEC. 6. The board shall give its opinion as to advisability of the pro­
posed organization and incorporation of all institutions of a charitable, 
eleemosynary, correctional or reformatory character which are or shall 
be subj ect to the supervision and impection of the board. 

SJ<;c. 7. All pla:ls and specifications for new jails, workhouses, prisons, 
reformatories, children's homes, almshoLlses, hospital, or other sil11ilar 
institutions and buildings for charitable or correctional purposes, which 
are to be in any way under the inspection of the slate board, shall be sub­
mitted to the board for criticism and suggestions before the same are 
accepted. 

Sv,c. 8. Overseers of the poor and all other officers having charge of 
the administration of pauper funds shall keep full and accurate records 
of the paupers fully supported, the persons relieyed and partially sup­
ported, and the travelers and vagrants lodged at the expense of their 
respectiv(' towns, together with the amount paid by them for such support 
and relief and shall annually make return of the number of such person~ 
supported and relieved, with the cost, to the state board of charities and 
corrections. From the returns made by the overseers of the poor or 
other officers responsible for the administration of pauper funds the board 
shall prepare and print in its annual report a complete statement and 
table of all statistics and information thus obtained. 

Sv,c. 9. The board shall annually, on (or before) the thirty-first day 
of December, prepare and print, for the use of the legislature, a full and 
complete report of its work during the year ending on the first day of 
November preceding, stating in detail all the expenses incurred, all officers 
and agents employed, with a report of the secretary showing the actual 
condition of the various institutions under its supervision, with such sug­
gestions and recommendations as it may deem necessary and advisable. 

SJ<;c. 10. No member of said board or its secretary or any agent thereof 
shall be directly or indirectly interested in any contract for the purch'ase 
of land or for building, altering or repairing any institution or building, 
which by this chapter they rife authorized to visit and inspect, or for fur­
nishing materials or suppli('s for the same, nor shall any officers of such 
institution be eligible to appointment on the board hereby created. 



BOARD OF CHARI'l'I!';S AND CORR!,;C'I'IONS. 

S!';C. I I. Any official or person who shall wilfully fail, neglect or 
refuse to perform any of the duties imposed upon him by the provisions 
of. this chapter, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars, or be 
imprisoned not more than six months. 

SEC. 12. The attorney general and the several county attorneys within 
their respective counties, when (requested) so required} shall furnish such 
legal assistance, counselor advice as the board may require in the dis­
charge of its duties. 
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